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ERRATA. 
[  A.ziiic&al  Report  of  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876,  Part  I,  Appendix  T.] 

?iiffe2:M,  line  ^  strike  out  "of"  and  iii8ert"at." 

fti*e  2&2.  line  ^20,  strike  out  "  onr  "  and  insert  "  an." 

?Mge  2113,  line  t20,  strike  ont  "no"  and  insert  "an." 

?a^  :2SI5,  line  t£7  from  bottom,  strike  ont  "  15"  and  insert  "50.'' 

Pajp?  29i>,  tal>le  ofcbaracteristics,  fourth  colamn,  strike  out "  1,011"  and  insert "  11,01 1." 

Pagr  296,  tal>le  of  cliaracteristics,  fourtli  column,  strike  out "  6,226  "  and  insert "  622.6." 

PAge296,  tskUle  of  cbaracteristics,  first  column,  strike  ont  "yj^"  and  insert  "v^^^  •" 

P^fre  296,  taUle  of  cTiaracteristics,  second  colnmn,  strike  out "  606  "  and  insert  "  3,606." 
P^iee  2!1H>,  formnia,  3  lines  below  table,  in  denominator  of  last  term,  strike  out  "Ixp" 

ir-l  ms  rt  **  1  Hh  j>J* 
Pahge  ^$^x.  3  liuee  below  table,  strike  ont  ^^p^^Skud  insert  **  A." 
Pa^e  296,  6  lines  below  table,  strike  ont  "j)"  and  insert  "  h," 
PAge  '^an^  line  6,  strike  ont  "  Farrae's  "  and  insert  "  Farrar's." 
Pji^  29T,  line    23,  formula,  strike  ont  minus  sign  in   numerator,  so  as  to  read, 

..    _W  N    sin     30^  „ 

Page    297,     line    49,    formula,  strike  out    "p"    and    insert    "r,"  so    as  to  read, 
*^  _  /(rH  -4-  o.o:W8)ni  „ 
-  V t«r>,^    -  V  • 

Paige  29S,  line  16  from  table,  strike  out  "just"  and  insert  "  first." 
P^ge  300,  line  34,  after  "  when  "  insert  "  first." 
Page  315,  line  31,  strike  out  "juncture"  and  insert  "junction." 
Plage  316,  line  41,  strike  out  "closing"  and  insert  ** clearing." 
Page  322,  line  26,  strike  out  "of"  and  insert  "for." 
I^ge  323,  line  32,  strike  out  "  probable"  and  insert  "  favorable.'' 
Pam  325,  line  16,    after  **  in  "  insert  "  September." 
PA«e  325.  line  21,  strike  out  "  Zeke's"  and  insert  "  Smith's." 
Pige  326,  line  30,  after  "  the"  insert  "  line  of." 

Page  326,  line  55,  after  "  mark"  insert :  "As  it  wis, eight  cribs,  constituting  160  feet 
of  work,  sidttletl  so  much  that  the  expedient  of  sinking  top-cribs  upon  them  had  to  be 
re^irted  to.  T*liia  settling  was  checked  by  sinking  large  quantities  of  brush,  loaded 
viih  Btoiits,  on  tlie  sides,  at  the  end,  and  in  the  spaces  between  the  cribs,  (where  any 
exists ,^  and.  ftnally  tbe  settling  ceased,  and  the  whole  500  feet  remained  intact.  The 
braeb  at  Federal  Point  followed  ont  quice  rapidly  on  each  side  of  the  jetty,  and  on  the 
completion  of  tbe  50O  feot  at  least  one-third  of  the  work  was  covered  to  high-water 
atark." 

Page  327,  line  46,  inclose  in  parenthesis  the  following  sentence :  "  the  steam  for  the 
%ime  l»einfi^  supplied,  by  the  boiler  of  the  steamer." 

Page  :W7^,  line  46,  after  "  steamer"  and  parenthetical  sign  insert :  "  with  connecting 
sictioQ  and  discbar^^e  pipes.    Saud-bitis  were  constructed  upon  the  main  deck  of  the 
steamer."      Xlie  ^wbole  (including  line  46)  to  read :  "(tlie  steam  for  the  same  being  sup- 
Piied  by  tlie  boiler  of  the  steamer,)  with  connecting  suction  and  discharge  pipes.    Sand- 
toiim  were  constructed  npon  the  main  deck  of  the  steamer." 
Page  327,  line  61,  strike  out "  have  "  and  insert  **  had." 
Page  3t£S,  lines  :i3  and  34,  strike  out  "naturally  "  and  insert "  mutually." 
Page  3-^8,  line  34,   strike  ont  "  construction"  and  insert  "  contraction." 
Pdge  32t>,  lino  11^,  strike  out  "  lightening"  and  insert  "  lightering." 
Page  329,  line  3H,  strike  out  comma  after  "  used  "  and  insert  period. 
P.Age  329,  line  3«^,  after  "  used  "  insert :  "  Bidders  were  to  be  allowed  much  latitude 
in  their  prop<»s4Us,  and  were  invited  to  propose  the  class  of  material  to  be  used." 
Page  330,  line  61,  after  "  of"  insert  *•  this." 
Page  331,  lino  14,  strike  out  "  quantities "  and  insert  "  quantity." 
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ERRATA. 

[Annual  Report  of  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876,  Part  I,  Appendix  F.l 

Pige  2S4,  line  2,  strike  ont "  of"  and  insert  *'  at." 

Page  292,  line  20,  strike  out  "  our  '^  and  insert  "  an." 

Page  2S>3,  line  20,  strike  out  "  no  "  and  insert "  an." 

Page  21*5,  line  27  from  bottom, strike  out  "  15"  and  insert  ".50." 

Page  29i5,  table  of  cbaracteristics,  fourth  column,  strike  out "  IfOll"  and  insert "  11,01 1." 

Pagv*  2LI6,  table  of  characteristics,  fourth  column,  strike  out "  0,226  "  and  insert  '*  G22.6." 

Page  296,  table  of  characteristics,  first  column,  strike  out  "yfZT^"  and  insert  "yjjTZ." 

Page  296,  table  of  oUaracteristics,  second  column,  strike  out "  606"  and  insert  "  3,606." 

Page  296,  formula,  3  lines  below  table,  in  denominator  of  last  term,  strilie  ont  "Ixp" 
JDd  ins  rt  '*  1  4-  p." 

Page  296,  5  lines  below  table,  strike  out  **2>^'and  insert  "  h." 

Page  296, 6  lines  below  table,  strike  ont  "j>"  and  insert  "  h." 

Page  297,  line  6,  strike  out  **  Farrae's  "  and  insert  *'  Farrar's." 

Page  297,  line  23,  formula,  strike  ont  minus  sign  in  numerator,  so  as  to  read, 
..jj    _r-  y  sin   :«Nn 
2J6.a 

Page    297,    line    49,    formula,  strike  out    "t?"    and    insert    "r,"   so    as  to  read, 


V  22,V         /  • 


P«i^  29S, line  16  from  table,  strike  out  "just"  and  insert  "  first." 

Page  3U0,  line  34,  after  "  when  "  insert  "  first." 

Page  315,  line  31,  strike  ont  " jnnctnre"  and  insert  "junction." 

Page  316,  line  41, strike  ont  " closing"  and  insert  " clearing." 

Page  322,  line  26, strike  ont  "of"  and  insert  "for." 

Page  323,  line  32, strike  out  "  probable"  and  insert  "  favorable.*' 

Page  :^i5.  line  16,  after  "  in  "  iusert  "  September." 

Page  325,  line  21,  strike  out  "  Zeke's"  and  insert  "  Smith's." 

y^e  3:i6,  line  315, after  "  the"  insert  "  line  of." 

Page  3'i6,  line  i>5,  after  "  mark"  insert :  "As  it  Wiis  eight  cribs,  constituting  160  feet 
of  Work,  settled  so  much  that  the  expedient  of  sinking  top-cribs  upon  them  had  to  be 
re«Hted  to.  This  settling  was  checked  by  sinking  large  quantities  of  brush,  loaded 
miUi  stone,  on  the  sides,  at  the  end,  and  in  the  spaces  between  the  cribs,  (where  any 
€xbti^,)  and  finally  the  settling  ceased,  and  the  whole  500  feet  remained  intact.  The 
Wach  at  Federal  Point  followed  out  quite  rapidly  on  each  side  of  the  jetty,  and  on  the 
completion  of  the  500  feet  at  least  one-third  of  the  work  was  covered  to  high-water 

Page  327,  lino  46,  inclose  in  parenthesis  the  following  sentence :  "  the  steam  for  the 
lune  feeing  supplied  by  the  boiler  of  the  steamer." 

Page  327.  line  46,  after  "  steamer  "  and  parenthetical  sign  insert :  "  with  connecting 
fictioa  a'ld  discharge  pipes.    S^nd-bins  were  constructed  upon  the  main  deck  of  the 
•4eamer."    The  whole  (including  line  46)  to  read :  "(the  steam  for  the  same  being  sup- 
plied by  the  boiler  of  the  steamer,)  with  connecting  suction  and  discharge  pipes.    Sand- 
(lie*  were  constructed  upon  the  main  deck  of  the  steamer." 
Page  :i27,  line  61,  strike  out "  have  "  and  insert  **  had." 
Page  32^,  lines  :^  and  34,  strike  out  "naturally  "  and  insert "  mutually." 
Page  32H.  line  34,  strike  ont  **  constrnction "  and  insert  "  contraction." 
Pjge  329,  line  19,  strike  out  "  lightening"  and  insert  "  lightering." 
>'age  329,  line  38,  strike  out  comma  after  "  used  "  and  insert  period. 
Pige  329,  line  38,  after  "  used  "  insert :  "  Bidders  were  to  be  allowed  much  latittido 
io  Kfaeir  proposals,  and  were  invited  to  propose  the  class  of  material  to  bo  used." 
Page  330,  line  61.  after  "  of"  insert  *'  this." 
Pj^e  Xil,  line  14,  strike  out  "  quantities  "  and  insert  "  quantity." 
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|[XTBAGT  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  BBPOET  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR.] 

'  War  Department,  November  20, 1876. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

ENGINEER  DEPARTMENT,    • 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  states  that  work  has  progressed 
'actorily  upon  our  sea-coast  defenses,  and  as  much  has  been  accom- 
;bed  as  the  limited  appropriation  iwonld  permit.    It  is  recommended 
>t  heavy  guns  should  be  mounted  in  covered  positions  along  the  inlets 
oar  harbors,  as  the  basis  of  successful  defense,  and  as  being  essential 
the  efficiency  of  torpedoes  as  channel  obstructions.    The  trials  with 
redoes  at  Willet's  Point  have  been  continued  with  satisfactory  results. 
much  of  the  material  for  the  torpedo  system  cannot  be  obtained  in 
emergency,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  has  asked  for  an  appropriation 
$150,000  to  procure  and  store  such  parts  of  the  apparatus  as  would 
immediately  required  in  the  event  of  sudden  hostilities. 
Works  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  the  surveys 
d  examinations  connected  therewith,  have  progressed  satisfactorily 
"ng  the  fiscal  year.     The  amounts  appropriated  by  the  river  and 
rbor  act  of  March  3, 1875,  were  applied  to  the  specific  objects  therein 
^ated.    The  removal  by  blasting  of  a  portion  of  Hallet's  Point,  in 
t  River,  iJJew  York,  which -fbrms  part  of  the  operations  in  progress 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Hell  Gate,  was  successfully 
iceomplished  in  September  last  without  accident. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  for  the  farther  security 
tf  navigation  on  the  Mississippi,  which  direct^ed  an  inqairy  to  be  made 
th.e  expense  of  causing  sheer-booms  to  be  placed  on  the  upper  end  of 
y  or  all  bridges  on  the  river,  for  the  better  security  and  convenience 
navigation,  a  board  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  has  been 
Donstituted,  and  is  now  engaged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  subject. 
Of  the  amounts  appropriated  for  public  works  on  the  rivers  and 
liarbors  by  the  act  of  August  14, 1876, 1  directed  allotments  to  be  made, 
ao  as  to  limit  the  expenditure  for  those  objects  to  $2,000,000,  and  at  the 
same  time  directed  that  no  new  works  be  begun.  This  amount  has 
been  increased  by  subsequent  allotments  to  $2,237,600,  and  the  works 
are  now  being  conducted  on  that  basis. 

The  various  surveys  under  the  Engineer  Department  have  made  good 
progress  during  the  year,  although  somewhat  crippled  by  small  appro- 
priations. 

In  the  elaborate  survey  of  the  lakes  the  field-work  on  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  Niagara  Biver  has  been  completed.  On  Lake  Erie  the  triangu- 
lation  has  been  carried  west  to  Westfield,  and  the  topography  and 
hydrography  west  to  the  Wellaud  Canal,  in  the  north,  and  to  Ashtabula 
on  the  south  shore.  Lines  of  levels  have  been  run  from  Albany  to 
Oswego,  and  from  Port  Dalhousie  to  Port  Golburn.  Determinations  of 
latitude  and  longitude  have  been  made  at  ten  points  in  aid  of  State 
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sorveys.  Five  of  the  series  of  detailed  charts  of  the  lakes  have  been 
completed  daring  the  year,  and  eight  charts  have  been  printed  and  dis- 
tribnted  in  aid  of  the  great  commerce  of  those  waters. 

Two  volnmes  of  the  report  of  the  geological  exploration  of  the  for- 
tieth parallel  have  pre vioasl j:.  be$n  published  and  distribnted,  and  the 
remaining  volnmes  are  now  r^oy  for  jblie  Pablic  Printer,  together  with 
copies  of  the  atlas  sheets  and  other  iTlndtrations. 

In  the  engineer  survey  of  the  Temtepes  west  of  the  one  hnndredth 
meridian,  progress  has  been  made  in  Golirado,  California,  Nevada,  New 
Mexico,  and  Arizona.  Of  th^ report,  volumes  III  and  V  and  part  of  vol- 
nme  lY  have  already  been  printed.  Yojame  II  and  the  second  part  of 
volume  IV  are  now  ready  for  the  Printer,  and  the  others  are  in  an  ad- 
vanced state  of  preparation.  *  Seven  topographical  maps,  representing 
abont  17,000  sqnar^  miles  each,  and  six  geological  sheets  have  been 
published.  The  examination  of  the  river  Colorado,  with  the  design  of 
determining  the  feasibility  of  its  diversion  for  purposes  of  irrigation, 
has  been  completed,  and  the  report  thereof  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  It  is  hoped  that  Congress  will  recognize  the 
desirability  of  a  regular  progress  of  this  very  useful  survey,  and  will 
provide  ample  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

No  little  embarrassment  has  been  caused  during  the  current  year  by 
the  failure  of  the  appropriation  for  snrveyei  by  the  engineer  officers 
stationed  at  headquarters  of  the  various  military  divisions  and  depart* 
ments.  These  officers  collect  geographical  and  other  information  in  their 
own  reconnaissances  and  those  of  line  officers  on  scouts  and  campaigns, 
and  have  at  very  little  expense  produced  reports  and  maps  of  the 
highest  utility,  not  only  to  the  commanding  generals,  but  to  the  public 
at  large.  This  work  is  now  entirely  stoppnad  by  the  failure  of  the  ap- 
propriation and  the  consequent  discharge  of  draughtsmen  and  other 
persons  employed.  Unless  further  appropriation  is  made  a  large  mass 
of  valuable  material  in  the  form  of  notes  and  sketches,  now  ready  to  be 
incorporated  into  reports  and  maps,  must  remain  in  its  present  useless 
form.  It  is  urgently  hoped  that  the  estimate  for  this  work  will  receive 
favorable  attention  from  Congress. 
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REPORT 

OF 

THE     CHIEF    OF    ENGINEERS. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Washinntonj  D.  C,  Octohei'  21,  187G. 
Sifi :  I  have  the  houor  to  present  for  your  information  the  foUovring 
report,  upon  the  duties  and  operations  in  the  Engineer  Department, 
daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 : 

officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers. 

The  number  of  officers  holding  commissions  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers, 
United  States  Army,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  was  107  on  the 
active-list,  and  5  on  the  retired-list ;  the  latter,  however,  under  the  law 
of  January  21,  1870,  not  being  available  for  duty.  In  the  duties 
devolving  npon  the  corps  by  law,  and  its  organization,  the  employment 
of  a  number  of  scientists  and  assistant  engineers  has  been  necessary. 

The  only  change  in  the  officers  of  the  corps  since  my  last  report,  is 
the  resignation  of  Capt.  Asa  H.  Hoi  gate,  December  9, 1875. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  the  officers  were  distributed  as  follows : 

Od  doty,  ofiBce  of  the  Chief  of  Eofpneers,  inclmling  chief 4 

On  doty,  projection  and  constrnction  of  forti  fications 7 

Od  daty,  construction  of  fortifications  and  light-honse  du^y 2 

On  daty,  constrnction  of  fortifications,  and  river  and  Ifarbor  works,  and  surveys 

for  same '.-     18 

On  daty,  oonstmction  of  fortifications  and  river  and  harbor  works  and  light-house 

doty^  and  sarveys  for  same 4 

On  duty,  constrnction  of  river  and  harbor  works,  and  surveys  for  same 15 

On  duty,  conatraction  of  river  and  harbor  works  and  light-house  duty,  and  surveys 

for  same 5 

On  duty,  survey  of  northern  and  northwestern  lakes 7 

On  duty,  explorations  of  country  west  of  one  hundredth  meridian 3 

On  duty  with  battalion  of  engineers 14 

On  duty,  public  buildings  and  grounds.  District  of  Columbia 1 

On  daty  under  Board  of  United  States  Executive  Departments,  collecting  and 
MTanging  articles  pertaining  to  Engineer  Department  for  the  International 

Exhibition,  1876 2 

On  sick-leave 1 

Detached  on  duty  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  General  of  the  Army,  generals 
commanding  divisions  and  departments,  light-house  establishment,  Military 
Academy,  survev  of  northern  boundary -line  under  Department  of  State,  and  the 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia 23 

Avaiting  orders 1 

Total 107 
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The  officers  detached  were  on  duty  as  follows : 

Col.  I.  C.  "Woodruff,  enp^neer  third  light-house  district 1 

Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Raynolds,  engineer  fourth  light-house  district 1 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  W^illiamson,  engineeer  twelfth  light-house  district 1 

Maj.  O.  M.  Poe,  on  staff  of  the  General  of  the  Army ] 

Maj.  F.  Harwood,  en^neer  fifth  light-house  district -  -         1 

Maj.  P.  C.  Hains,  engineer-secretary  to  the  Light-House  Board •- -  .  1 

Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  on  staff  of  Lieutenant-General  commarrdiDg  Military  Di vision. 

of  the  Missoun -.         1 

Capt.  William  A.  Jones,  engineer  sixth  light-house  district 1 

Capt.  William  S.  Stanton,  on  staff  of  commanding  general  Department  of  Platte  .  .         1 
First  Lieut.  £.  H.  Ruffner,  on  staff  of  commanding  general  Department  of  tlie 

Missouri 1 

First  Lieut.  J.  C.  Mallery,  on  staff  of  major-general  commanding  Military  Division 

of  the  Pacific 1 

First  Lieut.  Edward  Magoire,   on  staff  of   commanding  general  Department  of 

Dakota .-         1 

First  Lieut.  R.  L.  Hoxie,  chief  engineer  of  the  District  of  Columbia,   under  the 

direction  of  the  board  of  Commissioners -         1 

First  Lieut.  F.  V.  Greene,  on  duty  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War -         1 

Capts.  William  J.  Twining  and  J.  F.  Gregory,  on  duty  under  Department  of  Stat^, 
upon  joini  commission  for  the  survey  of  the  boundary-line  along  the  forty-ninth. 

parallel 2 

Capts.  C.  W.  Raymond,  A.  M.  Miller,  T.  H.  Handbury ;  First.  Lieuts.  J.  G.  D, 
Knight,  8.  E.  Tillman,  C.  F.  Palfrey,  and  William  H.  Bixby,  on  duty  at  the  Mil- 
itary Academy -        7 

Total 23 

The  following  principal  geologist  and  civil  engineer  were  employed 
on  the  30th  of  Jane :  Clarence  King,  geologist,  in  charge  of  geolo^cal 
exploration  of  the  fortieth  parallel :  and  S.  Thayer  Abert,  in  charge  of 
river  and  harbor  improvements  on  Potomac  Biver  and  Chesapeake  Bay. 

SEA-COAST    AND    LAKE-FRONTIER    DEFENSES. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  upon  our  sea-coast  defenses  has  pro- 
gressed as  rapidly  as  good  workmanship  and  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
l)riations  granted  would  permit. 

The  close  of  the  late  civil  war  found  the  naval  armaments  of  maritime 
nations  provided  with  new  and  powerful  devices,  which  they  had  not 
possessed  prior  to  the  experiences  of  that  conflict. 

Iron-plated  ships,  invulnerable  to  shells,  propelled  by  powerful  engines, 
armed  with  rifled  ordnance  of  large  calibers,  and  capable  of  navigating 
the  ocean,  were  the  outgrowth  of  the  period  of  our  late  civil  war. 

The  sea-coast  works  of  that  day,  for  defense  against  and  resistance  to 
naval  armaments,  had  been  proportioned  and  constructed  for  armaments 
of  much  less  weight  and  power  than  those  now  in  existence — and  the 
safety  of  our  commercial  cities,  navy-yards,  and  war  depots  required 
that  the  sea-coast  defenses  existing  in  1865-'66  should  be  materially 
strengthened  by  the  enlargement  in  some  cases  of  their  parts,  the  addi- 
tion of  other  works,  the  adoption  of  some  new  appliances,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  heavier  armaments. 

After  a  careful  study  of  the  subject  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and 
with  the  light  afforded  by  the  experience  of  actual  conflict  between  sea- 
coast  defenses  and  the  new  naval  armaments,  the  system  to  govern  the 
future  construction  of  our  works  was  elaborated  in  1869,  and  will  be  found 
stated  in  detail  in  Executive  Document  Fo.  271,  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Forty -first  Congress,  second  session,  where  it  will  be  seen  the  system 
received  the  approval  of  the  General  of  the  Army  and  the  Secretary  of 
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War,  and  since  then  has  been  repeatedly  endorsed  by  the  action  of 
Congress. 

The  main  features  of  this  system  are  the  use  of  heavy  earthen  barbette 
batteries,  with  parados  and  traverses,  of  heavy  mortar-batteries,  and  of 
obstroctioDS  in  the  channels,  (mainly  electrical  torpedoes,)  to  hold  vessels 
from  running  past  the  batteries  and  reaching  the  cities  or  depots  be- 
yond them. 

Works  of  this  character  have  been  steadily  progressing  since  1869, 
and  in  many  of  onr  harbors  are  well  advanced  towards  completion,  but 
in  none  of  the  harbors  are  these  alterations  finished,  while  in  some  of  our 
important  harbors  along  the  Oulf-coast  the  works  are  scarcely  com- 
meuced. 

Regarding  the  pressing  necessity  for  the  completion  of  the  works  in 
advance  of  hostilities,  I  beg  leave  to  quote  from  my  remarks  of  last  win- 
ter to  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  con- 
tained in  report  No.  354,  House  of  Representatives,  Forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, first  session,  pages  179  and  180  : 

Id  the  event  of  war  with  a  maritime  nation,  if  we  bad  no  well-digested  system  of  sea- 
GOQ»t  defense  ready  for  nse,  tbe  oruiseis  and  war-vessels  of  the  enemy  coald  mn  into 
onr  harbors,  and  without  landing  conld  either  destroy  the  property  along  the  shores 
or  else  lay  the  people  nnder  contribution.  The  accurate  detailed  charts  of  our 
harbors  and  channels,  published  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  are  accessible  to 
ill  sQch  nations,  and  are  doubtless  in  their  possession.  If  the  enemy  possesses  depots 
and  arsenals  in  close  proximity  to  our  shores,  the  arrival  of  such  armed  vessels  will  fol- 
low in  a  few  hours  after  the  declaration  of  war.  Thirty-six  hours'  steaming  could 
bring  veseels  from  Halifax ;  six  hours,  vessels  from  Havana,  and  ninety-six  hours,  ves- 
sels from  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  to  important  harbors  of  the  United  States. 
There  might  be  very  little  time  for  preparation  to  meet  the  assaults  of  iron-plated 
ships,  for  they  are  plated  with  from  6  to  15  inches  of  iron,  and  carry  rifled  guns  from 
9  inches  to  14  inches  bore,  all  of  which  j|[nns  are  more  powerful  than  any  j^nn  we  have 
in  onr  service.  With  a  fleet  or  even  a  single  vessel  of  this  kiud  in  one  ofour  harbors 
it  woold  be  of  np  avail  to  collect  troops  in  the  city  or  town  threatened.  Suppose  with 
onr  railroad  facilities  we  could  concentrate  100,000  men  in  twenty-four  hours  at  the 
point  threatened,  of  what  use  wonld'they  be  against  the  armored  ship  f  Suppose  that 
in  a  night  the  men  concentrated  could  throw  up  earthworks  and  mount  Sd-pounders, 
tJ-poanders,  100-ponnder  rifles,  (even  if  it  were  possible  to  handle  guns  of  this  small 
nze  with  the  rapidity  assumed,)  what  injury  could  all  this  do  to  the  armored  ship  in 
question  f  The  projectiles  from  such  batteries  would  fall  harmlessly  from  the  side  of 
ihe  enemy.  While  lying,  if  need  be,  beyond  the  range,  even,  of  our  guns,  with  his 
more  powerful  armaments  he  would  pierce  such  parapets  through  and  through,  dis- 
moant  the  guns,  and  explode  such  magazines. 

Bnt  it  may  be  said  that  we  would  mount  guns  as  powerful  and  even  more  powerful 
than  those  of  the  enemy.  Doubtless  this  would  be  done,  first,  if  we  had  such  guns  in 
oar  service,  and^  second,  if  we  had  the  time. 

h  Onr  largest  gun,  of  which  we  have  any  number,  is  a  15-inch  smooth-bore,  and  weighs 
over  25  tons.  We  have  about  325  of  them  for  our  entire  coasts  of  12,600  miles,  exclu- 
sive of  Alaska,  and  beyond  a  range  of  1,200  yards  it  is  a  less  powerful  gun  than  the  9- 
ioch  rifle  of  12  tons.  The  10-inch  rifle  weighs  18  tons,  the  11-inch  25  tons,  the  12-iuch 
35  tons,  and  the  14-inch  81  tons,  and  these  guns  are  immeasurably  superior  to  our  15- 
inch  smooth-bore.  They  are  the  kinds  of  guns  we  must  mount  in  batteries  against  the 
iron-plated  vessels.  But  their  great  weight  and  size  require  corresponding  dimensions 
in  the  batteries  in  which  they  are  placed  and  in  the  strength  and  soliditv  of  the  plat- 
forms npon  which  they  are  mounted.  The  parapets  and  traverses  of  earth  and  sand  to 
protect  them  must  be  three  and  even  four  times  as  thick  and  massive  as  they  were 
lormerly  built  to  resist  the  armaments  of  fifteen  years  ago.  Where  the  parapets  of 
CftTth  were  bnt  10  feet  in  thickness,  now  they  must  be  40  feet.  Guns  that  were  for- 
merly dragged  with  ease  by  fifteen  or  twenty  men  and  placed  in  position  over  night 
are  now  supplanted  by  armaments  of  such  huge  masses  that  special  mechanical  appli- 
^ces  are  required  to  move  them  even  slowly,  and  cannot  be  lilted  upon  their  supports 
withont  the  aid  of  hydraulic  power.  No  matter  how  many  men  may  be  at  our  disposal, 
tbe  time  required  to  place  the  modem  armaments  in  position  is  vastly  greater  than  for 


the  gnns  of  fifteen  years  a^o  :  and  before  such  works  could  be  improviseii  in  a  harbor  the 
enemy  in  bis  iron-clads  will  nave  accomplished  all  he  desired  and  have  sailed  or  steamed 
for  some  other  harbor  to  repeat  the  injuries  of  the  first.  But  suppose  the  harbor  in 
question  was  on  the  New  England  coast,  and  the  season  of  the  year  the  winter,  when 
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the  ^roand  is  frozen  hard,  then  the  erection  of  efficient  earthen  batteries  woald  be  ont 
of  the  question  ;  or  suppose  the  harbor  was  on  the  Oulf-ooast,  and  the  season  the  fall 
of  the  year,  when  only  the  acclimated  could  resist  the  efifects  of  the  malarial  shores, 
under  such  circumstances  the  erection  of  efficient  batteries  would  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult. 

Our  country  is  contiguous  throughout  its  northern  boundary  with  the  most  power- 
ful maritime  power  of  the  earth,  and  close  upon  our  southern  shores  is  another,  whose 
strength  is  not  to  be  despised.  These  are  the  nations  with  whom  complications  are 
most  likely  to  arise. 

Many  of  our  works  are  in  an  unfinished,  transition  state  ;  our  supplies  of  torpedo 
materials  are  insufficient ;  the  caliber  and  force  of  our  guus  are  too  small,  and  nnder 
these  circumstances  I  must  reiterate,  the  work,  on  our  sea-coast  fortifications  should 
not  be  suspended. 

Eepeating  these  views,  and  impressed  by  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, involving,  as'it  does,  such  great  national  interests,  I  again  urge  the 
preparation  of  our  harbors  for  successful  resistance  against  the  incur- 
sions of  the  powerful  iron-clads  of  the  present  day. 

For  detailed  report  upon  the  several  works  of  fortification,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  synopsis  of  reports  of  the  several  officers  in  charge. 
The  estimates  for  the  works  have  been  carefully  revised  by  me  and  are 
earnestly  recommended. 

Special  attention  is  asked  to  the  estimate  of  $150,000  for  torpedoes. 
This  most  valuable  invention  of  modem  warfare  is  used  to  form  an  ob- 
struction and  obstacle  to  the  entrance  of  our  harbors,  and  to  hold  the 
enemy's  vessels  under  the  fire  of  the  shore  batteries.  The  charges  in 
the  torpedoes  are  fired  by  the  electric  current,  and  many  parts  of  the 
system  cannot  be  obtained  in  an  emergency.  It  is  to  procure  and  store 
such  portions  of  the  apparatus  as  cannot  be  speedily  obtained  in  the 
event  of  sudden  hostilities  that  the  appropriation  is  asked. 

FOETIFICATIONS. 

Fort  Wayne,  Michigan,  i7i  charge  of  Ideut  CoL  C.  E,  Blunt,  Corps 
of  Engineers. — This  work  commands  the  channel  of  Detroit  River,  and 
with  its  exterior  barbette  batteries  already  planned,  will  control  the 
navigation  of  that  stream. 

The  brick  scarps  of  this  work  need  extensive  pointing  and  repairs, 
the  latter  made  necessary  by  insufficient  drainage.  These  matters  have 
not  been  taken  in  hand  for  want  of  funds,  nor  can  they  be  this  season 
for  the  same  reason. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  fences  around  the  reservation,  and  the  regrad- 
ing  of  the  grounds  along  a  part  of  the  boundary-line,  were  reported  last 
year  as  half  finished  and  in  progress.  This  work  was  completed  in  Au- 
gust, 1875,  at  a  cost  of  82,011.28  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for 
contingencies  of  fortifications.  No  preparations  have  been  made  or  are 
intended  for  any  change  in  the  armament  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Porter,  Blaclc  Rock,  near  Buffalo,  K.  Y,,  in  charge  of  Lieut  CoL  ^ 
C  E.  Blunt,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  work  occupies  an  importaut ' 
strategic  point  for  the  defense  of  the  northern  frontier.    It  remains  the 
same  as  last  reported,  except  additional  adornment  of  the  grounds  by 
the  city  of  Buffalo,  under  act  of  Congress  approved  July  11,  1870. 
Nothing  has  been  done  by  the  United  States  upon  the  fort  during  the 
past  year,  and  nothing  is  proposed  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  there 
being  no  funds  available.    No  preparations  have  been  made  or  are 
intended  for  any  change  in  the  armament. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1^7. 
No  appropi-iation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year.  r^^^/-rT^ 
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Fort  Xiagara,  mouth  of  Niagara  River ^  Xew  York,  in  charge  of  Maj.  John 
Jf.  WiUon^  ^^^  of  Engineeri  until  December  1,  1875;  9ince  that  date  in 
charge  of  Maj.  Walter  McFarlandj  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  is  sit- 
uate at  the  moath  of  the  Niagara  Eiver,  comiuaiiding  its  debouch  into 
Lake  Ontario. 

This  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  The  main  approach  to  it  has  been  damaged  by  water,  but 
is  in  the  course  of  repair. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1677. 
Ko  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Ontario^  mouth  of  Oswego  River ^  New  YorJc^  in  charge  of  Maj.  John 
M.  Wilson^  Corps  of  Engineers^  until  Deceniber  1, 1875;  since  that  date  in 
charge  of  Maj.  Walter  McFarland^  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  pro- 
tects the  city  of  Oswego  from  a  sudden  attack  or  coup  de  main,  or  the 
levy  of  a  contribution  by  a  small  force  of  an  enemy  on  shipboard. 

This  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  No  work  has  been  done,  and  no  money  expended  upon  it, 
except  for  minor  repairs  and  pay  of  watchman.  Nothing  has  been  done 
toward  preparing  this  work  for  its  armament. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Ko  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Montgomery^  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain^  New  York^  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton^  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  occupies  an  im- 
portant strategic  point,  and  commands  the  entrance  to  Lake  Champlain 
from  the  Richelieu  or  St.  John  River.  During  the  year  the  parade  was 
graded  as  far  as  practicable,  new  bridge  constructed  and  placed  in  the 
main  postern,  and  the  repair  of  the  causeway,  together  with  the  sodding 
of  i)arapet  of  curtain,  (3,)  has  been  commenced.  Six  hundred  yards  of 
earth  and  gravel  were  employed  in  grading  parade. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  KnoXj  Bucksport^  Penobscot  River j  Maine^  in  charge  of  Lieut,  Col, 
J.  C.  Duanej  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  situated  at  the  narrows  of 
the  Penobscot  Biver,  furnishes  a  defense  for  the  city  of  Bangor  and 
other  towns  bordering  the  Penobscot,  and  renders  the  river  available  as 
a  secure  harbor  of  refuge  for  the  shipping  of  the  extensive  eastern  sqa- 
coast. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having 
been  carried  on  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  except  for  the  necessary  care 
and  preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Popharn^  Kennebec  River j  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Duane, 
Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  defends  the  entrance  through  the  mouth 
of  the  Kennebec  River  to  the  rich  valley  of  this  river,  the  cities  of  Bath 
and  Augusta,  and  the  United  States  arsenal  at  the  latter  place. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having 
been  carried  on  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  except  for  the  necessary  care 
aud  preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year.  ^ 

Fort  Gorges,  Portland  Harbor,  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C. 
Duane,  Carps  of  Engineers. — This  work  is  one  of  the  series  of  forts 
designed  to  defend  the  harbor  and  channels  leading  into  the  harbor  of 
the  iinx>ortant  strategic  position  occupied  by  the  city  of  Portland.         , 
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Tbe  operations  of  the  past  fiscal  year  consisted  in  leveling  the  parade 
and  covering  it  with  loam,  building  the  balcony  on  the  gorge  parade- 
wall  and  the  guard-railing  of  this  and  the  parade- wall  of  front  1,  iron- 
jilating  and  hanging  the  parade-gates  of  the  main  entrance,  and  com- 
pleting the  flooring  and  finishing  of  all  the  quarters  in  the  gorge. 
No  appropriatioD  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year  to  complete  the  work $10,  OOO 

Fort  PreblCj  Portland  Harbor^  Maine^  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col,  «/".  (7. 
D^ianCj  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  occupies  such  a  position  that 
three-fourths  of  its  guns  command  the  two  principal  channels  entering: 
the  harbor  of  Portland. 

Since  the  close  of  September  no  work  has  been  done  for  want  of  suffi- 
cient funds.  At  that  time  four  new  breast-height  walls  and  three  new 
gun-platforms  had  been  built  in  the  south  battery  and  the  sodding  of 
the  parapet  essentially  finished. 

In  the  north  battery  the  roadway  was  completed  in  rear  and  about 
the  westerly  extremity  of  the  parados. 

This  work  has  now  reached  an  advanced  state  toward  completion,  and 
but  little  time  or  money  is  needed  to  finish  and  place  it  in  a  condition 
of  efficiency  for  many  years  to  come. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year  to  complete  the  work ....^ $30, 000 

Fort  Scammelj  Portland  Harbor ^  Maine^  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col.  J.  G. 
Duaney  Corps  of  JBngineers. — This  work  occupies  a  very  important  posi- 
tion in  the  harbor,  and  commands  four  of  the  channels  leading  into  it. 

The  operations  of  the  past  fiscal  year  were  carried  on  only  during  the 
first  four  months,  the  funds  being  then  nearly  exhausted.  The  sally- 
port extension  and  the  second  passage  to  the  new  extension  of  the  main 
work  were  built  in  concrete.  Two  gun-platforms  and  all  of  the  traverse 
and  parados  embankments  of  the  old  portion  of  the  main  work  were 
completed  and  the  parade  graded. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Battery  on  Portland  Head^  Portland  Harbor ^  Maine^  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  C.  DuanCj  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  covers  by  its  guns  all 
the  approaches  to  the  main  channel  leading  into  the  harbor,  and  will 
prevent  by  its  fire  an  enemy's  fleet  from  taking  up,  unopposed,  a 
position  behind  Bangs's  Island,  from  which  to  bombard  Portland,  or 
shell  the  shipping  in  the  harbor. 

Work  was  carried  on  only  during  the  first. four  months  of  the  past 
fiscal  year,  and  has  not  since  been  resumed  for  want  of  funds.  The  em- 
bankments of  the  parapet  and  traverses  of  front  1  were  nearly  com- 
pleted by  grading  and  sodding,  and  the  three  breast-height  walls,  six  gun- 
platforms,  and  two  of  the  traverse-magazines  were  built.  A  portion  of 
the  breast-height  wall  was  built  in  bay  No.  5. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year ^0,000 

Fort  McClary^  Portsmouth  Harbor j  N^ew  Hampshire,  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  C.  Ihiane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  together  with  Fort 
Constitution  opposite,  forms  the  inner  line  of  defense  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Piscataqua  River,  and  to  the  navy-yard  at  Kittery,  Me. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  the  same  as  at  the  close  of  tbe 
previous  fiscal  year ;  no  operations  having  been  carried  on  except  for 
the  necessary  care  and  preservation  of  the  property. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 
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Fort  Constitution,  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire,  in  charge  of 
Lieut  Col.  J,  G.  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — The  condition  of  this  work 
remains  the  same  as  at  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year,  no  opera- 
tions having  been  carried  on  except  for  the  necessary  care  and  preser- 
vation of  the  property. 

l«o  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30 ,  1B77. 
Ko  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Battery  on  QerrisWs  Island,  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire^  in 
charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C,  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  battery,  with 
the  one  opposite,  on  Jerry's  Point,  forms  the  outer  line  of  defense  to 
Portsmouth  Harbor,  and  to  the  navy-yard  at  Kittery,  Me. 

This  work  has  reached  an  advanced  state  of  completion.  During  the 
past  fiscal  year  the  remaining  five  breast-height  walls  were  finished  and 
the  gnn-platforms  were  built,  except  laying  the  irons.  Operations  were 
closed  in  September  last,  and  not  since  resumed  for  w  ant  of  funds. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year  to  continae  the  battery ,.  V^y  000 

Battery  an  Jerrys  Point,  Portsmouth  Harbor,  Neto  Hampshire^  in  charge 
of  Lieut  Cot  J.  C.  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — Operations  were  carried 
on  from  the  beginning  of  the  past  fiscal  year  until  October  15,  and  have 
not  since  been  resumed  for  want  of  funds.  Two  traverse-magazines 
were  built,  the  foundation  for  a  third  was  laid,  and  over  2,000  cubic 
yards  of  embankment  made. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year  to  continue  the  battery $24, 000 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  in  charge  of  Col.  Henry 
W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers.^This  important  work  is  for  the  defense 
of  the  main  channel  of  entrance  to  Boston  Harbor,  and  commands  the 
anchorage  of  Nantasket  Beads. 

Operations  at  this  work  resulted  in  the  entire  completion,  as  at  pres- 
ent planned,  of  the  ravelin  battery ;  in  the  completion,  as  far  as  at 
present  possible,  of  the  batteries  of  bastion  A  of  the  enciente,  and  the 
commencement  of  the  modifications  of  bastion  £,  in  which  one  large 
magazine- arch  has  been  completed. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year (50,000 

Battery  at  Long  Island  Head,  Boston  Harbor,  Massa4>husetts,  in  charge 
ofCoU  Henry  W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  occupies  an 
important  position  in  the  outer  line  of  defense  to  Boston  Harbor,  and 
its  gnns  bear  upon  all  the  channels  of  entrance  thereto. 

Active  operations  were  in  progress  during  but  five  months  of  the 
year,  and  in  that  time  four  15-inGh  front-pintle  gun-platforms,  together 
with  their  breast-height  walls,  were  entirely  completed,  ready  for  their 
armament.  Eleven  of  the  27  platforms  of  this  battery  are  therefore 
now  ready  for  their  armament. 

The  parados  arch  and  its  entrances  were  completed  in  rear  of  the 
foQTth  pair  of  guns,  and  the  earth-cover  of  the  arches  and  the  sodding 
of  the  slopes  were  essentially  completed  from  its  east  end  westward,  to 
inclade  the  magazine  for  the  fourth  pair  of  guns. 

No  active  operations  are  expected  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 
Ko  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year (50,000 

F&rt  Winthrop,  Boston  Harbor,  Massa^chu^etts,  in  charge  of  Col,  Henry 
W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers,— -This  is  one  of  the  works  forming  the 
inner  lineof  defense  to  Boston  Harbor  and  the  nf-^ard  at  Charlestown. 
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Active  operations  at  this  work  have  been  extremely  limited,  and  have 
been  confined  to  the  completion  of  the  east  and  south  batteries,  (com  - 
prising  43  15-inch  gun-platforms,)  excepting  about  one-half  of  the  new 
sand-parapet  of  south  battery. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Fort  Indeperidence,  Boston  Harbor ^  Massachusetts^  in  charge  of  Col. 
Henry  W.  Benham^  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  is  one  of  the  works  form- 
ing the  inner  line  of  defense  for  the  harbor  of  Boston. 

Operations  were  confined  to  the  five  months  ending  December  1, 1875, 
and  resulted  in  the  completion  of  the  present  proposed  modifications  of 
the  barbette  battery  of  the  enciente ;  in  the  essential  completion  of  tlie 
masonry  of  the  east  exterior  battery,  so  that  its  five  platforms  are  now- 
ready  for  their  armament,  and  in  the  building  of  about  one-half  of  the 
new  parapet  of  this  battery. 

An  iron  ladder  and  balcony  were  built  on  the  parade- wall  of  front  I, 
to  serve  as  a  direct  communication  from  the  parade  to  the  batteries  of 
this  front. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $30,   00 

Fort  at  Claries  Pointy  New  Bedford  Harbor ^  MassachtisettSj  in  charge  of 
Maj.  0.  K.  Warren^  Corps  of  Engineers. — The  guns  of  this  work  com- 
mand the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Hflew  Bedford. 

Nothing  has  been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  except  taking  care 
of  the  property,  and  scraping  and  painting  the  iron-work  of  the  fort. 

Plans  for  the  heavy-gun  batteries  are  ready,  and  work  can  be  begun 
as  soon  as  money  is  appropriated. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $30,000 

Fort  AdamSj  Neicport  Harbor^  Rhode  Island^  in  charge  of  Maj.  O.  K, 
Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  large  and  important  work  defends  the 
harbor  and  city  of  ^Newport,  and  commands  the  principal  passage  to 
Narraganset  Bay,  one  of  the  best  roadsteads  on  the  coast. 

During  the  past  year  two  granite  platforms,  with  traverse  circles  and 
pintles,  were  procured,  and  four  platforms  set,  ^except  the  traverse  cir- 
cles and  pintjes,)  together  with  breast-height  wall  and  parapet  which  was 
completed  in  their  front.  Considerable  work  was  expended  in  grading 
in  rear  of  the  new  battery,  the  surplus  earth  being  used  in  constructing 
the  traverses,  A  masonry-well  and  man-hole  shaft,  with  suitable  cov- 
erings, was  built  to  the  main  outlet  of  the  drains  on  the  west  front, 
which  pass  under  the  parapet.  A  fence  was  built  around  the  new  bat- 
tery to  protect  from  intrusion.  A  shed  was  also  constructed  to  protect 
from  the  weather  the  carts  and  other  wheeled  vehicles. 

During  the  present  season  no  work  has  been  done  immediately  on  the 
new  battery,  all  the  money  available  being  required  to  put  it  in  proper 
condition  to  suspend  operations. 

Besides  the  new  battery,  many  repairs  are  necessary  to  the  main  work 
and  permanent  wharf. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year ^45, 000 

Defenses  of  Dutch  Island,  tcestern  entrance  to  Karragamet  Bay,  Rhode 
Island,  in  charge  of  Maj.  G.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers. — These  de- 
fenses lie  in  and  command  the  western  passage  to  Narraganset  Bay. 

During  the  past  year  platforms  for  four  guns  have  been  laid,  breast- 
height  wall  completed,  and  parapet  partly  raised  in  front  of  two,  and 
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banqaette  completed  in  their  rear ;  and  a  beginning  made  on  <^ bonnets" 
of  two  adjoining  traverses ;  foundation  and  forms  for  breast-height  wall 
placed  for  the  other  two  platforms ;  traverse  circles  and  pintles  purchased 
and  on  hand  for  six  gans ',  and  material,  except  granite,  on  hand  to  com- 
plete two  more  platforms. 

Daring  the  present  season  no  work  has  been  done  immediately  on  the 
new  battery,  the  money  available  being  required  to  make  necessary  re- 
pairs and  put  the  place  in  proper  condition  to  suspend  operations. 

The  operations  during  the  present  fiscal  year  will  consist  in  care  of 
public  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $37,500 

Fort  Trumbull,  New  London  Harbor,  Oonnecticut,  in  charge  of  3faj.  J. 
W.  Barlotc,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  upon  the  west  bank  of  the 
Thames  River,  with  Battery  Griswold  on  the  east  bank,  forms  the  de- 
fense of  the  harbor  of^ew  London. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  north  exterior  battery  has  been  com- 
pleted, except  setting  the  platform  irons  and  placing  the  magazine 
lamps.    Work  has  ceased  from  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $40,000 

Fort  (jhisicoldy  New  London  Harbor,  Co^inecticut,  in  charge  of  Maj.  J. 
W.  Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. — The  only  work  done  during  the  past 
year  was  making  survey  of  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States  lands. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Hale,  New  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut,  in  cJearge  of  Maj.  J.  W.  Bar- 
loic,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  commands  the  channel  of  entrance 
to  New  Haven  Harbor. 

Kg  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  position  of 
the  opening  of  the  beach  has  shifted  westward.  During  the  winter  the 
sea-wall,  near  the  southwest  salient,  suffered  some  injury.  The  total  cost 
of  repairs  is  estimated  at  81,500. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Schuyler,  East  River,  New  YorJc,  in  cliarge  of  Maj.  H.  L.  Abbot, 
Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  is  an  important  work  for  the  defense  of  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor  of  New  York  City  through  the  East  River. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  in  the  main  work,  north  face,  90  cubic 
yards  of  sand  have  been  placed  on  parapet,  and  200  cubic  feet  of  old    ' 
concrete  have  been  removed  from  the  tereplein  of  northeast  angle. 

In  the  north  bastion,  brick  revetment  to  preserve  the  foot  of  the  ex- 
terior has  been  built,  and  the  bastion  has  been  covered  with  earth  and 
sodded. 

In  the  northeast  face,  magazine  No.  4  has  been  completed  ,*  brick  en- 
trances have  been  built,  steps  and  lintels,  stone  jambs,  arch-stones,  and 
8tone  for  retaining  wall  have  been  cut  and  set ;  brick  revetment  for  the 
preservation  of  foot  of  interior  slope  has  been  built  on  retaining  wall ; 
the  outside  surface  has  been  covered  with  lime-mortar  and  asphaltum, 
sand  and  earth,  and  the  slopes  have  been  sodded. 

In  the  southeast  face,  brick  revetment  for  the  preservation  of  the  foot 
of  exterior  slope  has  been  built  on  coping  of  scarp- wall,  and  the  joints 
of  the  coping  have  been  pointed  with  asphaltum.  Lime-mortar  and 
asphaltum  have  been  applied  to  large  arch  between  piers  L  and  M. 
The  parade- wall  has  been  backed  with  concrete  as  far  as  the  crown  of 
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the  arch  between  piers  L  and  M;  asphaltum  has  been  applied  to  tlie 
arches  between  magazines  4  and  5,  and  the  same  have  been  covered 
with  sand.  All  the  concrete  work  of  magazine  No.  5  ha«  been  com- 
pleted, together  with  the  brick  entrances  and  retaining  wall ;  the  mag- 
azine has  been  covered  with  earth  and  sand,  and  sodded ;  78  linear  feet 
of  parapet  have  been  built  to  full  height  and  thickness,  and  the  same 
amonnt  to  an  average  thickness  of  10  feet.  Exterior  slope  has  been 
sodded,  except  about  12  feet  near  the  south  bastion ;  mortar  and  rubbish 
have  been  removed  to  make  room  for  the  parapet ;  329  cubic  yards  of 
sand  for  covering  magazine  No.  6,  and  lj50  cubic  yards  of  sand  for  build- 
ing parapet  have  been  transported  from  the  beach,  and  placed  conven- 
iently. 

The  south  bastion  of  the  main  work  has  been  cut  down  to  the  proper 
level,  and  the  coping  has  been  set,  and  partly  backed  with  concrete. 
Three  courses  of  stone  have  been  removed  from  tower. 

In  the  south  face,  16  linear  feet  of  old  stone  parapet  and  one  platform 
have  been  removed. 

The  torpedo-gallery  has  been  completed,  and  a  trench  for  torpedo- 
cable  has  been  built  61  linear  feet  beyond  the  sea-wall,  and  covered  with 
sand. 

In  the  ten-gun  battery  666  pieces  of  ashlar,  removed  from  the  old 
parade  wall  of  main  work,  have  been  transported  to  the  battery  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  breast-height  walls.  A  rubble-stone  wall  149 
feet  long  has  been  built  at  the  west  end  of  the  battery  to  prevent  the 
washing  away  of  the  bank. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1677. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year 850,000 

The  main  work  is  nearly  remodeled  to  receive  the  platforms,  breast- 
height  walls  and  armament ;  but  is  in  such  a  condition  that  consider- 
able time  is  needful  before  it  would  be  possible  to  actually  mount  the 
latter. 

The  vast  importance  of  the  channel,  and  the  fact  that  the  removal  of 
the  obstructions  at  Hell  Gate  is  rapidly  progressing,  renders  it  highly 
important  that  work  should  be  resumed  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Fort  at  WilUt^s  Pointy  eastern  entrance  to  Ne\c  York  Harbor^  in  charge 
of  Maj.  H.  L.  Abbots  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  unites  with  Fort 
Schuyler,  in  the  defense  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  New  York 
City,  through  the  East  River. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  torpedo  casemate  has  been  prepared 
according  to  plan  of  Board  of  Engineers. 

In  the  mortar  battery  about  60  square  yards  of  the  sodding  of  interior 
slope,  which  was  washed  down  by  heavy  rain-storms,  have  been  repaired. 

Two  new  storage  casemates,  15  feet  wide  by  85  feet  long  in  rear  of  the 
easterly  end  of  middle  battery,  for  which  foundations  were  laid  during 
the  la«t  fiscal  year,  have  been  finished ;  their  arches,  side  and  rear  walls 
have  been  covered  with  lime-mortar  and  mastic,  porous  drain-pipes 
have  been  laid  in  the  valleys  between  the  arches  and  covered  with 
gravel :  41J  linear  teet  of  blue-stone  coping  have  been  set,  and  about  1 
foot  of  earth  has  been  placed  on  top  of  arches,  the  latter  work  partly  by 
engineer  troops ;  two  casemates  have  been  closed  by  wooden  bulk-heads 
and  doors,  and  low  brick  bulk-heads  have  been  built  at  the  entrances  to 
two  casemates  now  containing  torpedo  cable.  A  large  silt  basin  has 
been  constructed  at  the  upper  entrance  of  underground  passage-way  to 
the  stone  fort,  for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  whole  area  in  rear  of 
casemates ;  and  a  tank  of  concrete  has  been  built  in  rear  of  casemate 
No.  8,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  torpedo-cable. 
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One  hundred  and  eighty-four  linear  feet  of  sea-wall  in  front  of  Little 
Bay  battery,  toward  the  wharf,  have  been  completed,  making  a  thorough 
linish  of  the  whole  wall  between  northwest  curtain  of  stone  fort  and 
fort  wharf;  a  considerable  amount  of  riprapping  has  been  done,  partly 
by  engineer  troops. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $80,000 

A  large  appropriation  is  urgently  needed,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
importance  of  the  channel  to  be  protected,  but  also  because  the  condi- 
tion of  the  work  is  such  that  rapid  and  costly  deterioration  results  from 
leaving  it  exposed  in  its  present  unfinished  condition. 

Fort  GolumbuSy  Governor's  Island^  New  York  Harbor ^in  charge  of  Liexit 
CoL  John  Newton^  Corps  of  En^ineers^-^Dunug  the  past  year  repairs 
were  made  to  the  drawbridge  and  approach,  and  the  engineer  wharf 
was  replanked.  This  work  should  be  provided  with  sewers  to  connect 
with  the  latrines,  which,  by  means  of  a  force-pump,  could  be  flushed 
with  salt  water,  or,  better  still,  should  well-sinking  prove  to  be  a  success, 
with  fresh  water. 

Ko  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $5,500 

Xeic  barbette  battery  at  Fort  Columbv.^^  Oovernor^s  Island,  New  York 
Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut  CoL  John  Keicton,  Corps  of  Engineers, — ^No 
work  was  done  here  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  and  none  contemplated 
during  the  present  year. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 
Kg  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Castle  Williams^  Governor's  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  CoL  John  Neicton^  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  work  was  done  here 
daring  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  casemates  of  this  old  work  are  used  by 
the  general  recruiting-service  as  quarters,  &c.  The  mastic  pavement  of 
the  terreplein  is  in  very  bad  order,  permitting  extensive  leaks  into  the 
quarters.  This  pavement  cannot  stand  exposure  to  the  sun  and  frost, 
and  reqaires  continual  repairs  and  renewal.  A  new  roof  is  needed,  for 
which  an  appropriation  is  asked. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $3,000 

8outh  Battery,  Governor's  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut 
ColJohn  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  work  was  done  here  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  and  none  contemplated  during  the  present. 

Tort  Wood,  Bedloe's  Island,  Neio  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col. 
John  Neictofi,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  together  with  those  upon 
Governor's  Island,  is  designed  to  close  the  entrance  to  the  East  and 
Hudson  Rivers,  and  to  cover  New  York,  part  of  Brooklyn,  and  Jersey 
City  from  bombardment. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  this  work  for  the  year  ending  June 
30, 1876.  The  small  balance  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
used  on  the  exterior  water-battery  in  grading  terreplein  and  filling  in 
parapet.    Permanent  doors  were  huug  to  magazines  Nos.  3  and  4. 

The  main  drain  or  sewer  in  parade  of  the  fort  was  depressed  its  entire 
length  in  order  to  give  sufficient  descent  to  carry  off  the  sewage. 

Ko  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Ko  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Hamilton,  and  additional  batteries.  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of 
Lieut  CoL  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers. — These  works  are  situated 
at  The  Narrows  of  New  York  Harbor,  upon  the  Long  Island  side. 
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Daring  the  year,  in  Battery  1,  the  platforms  and  breast-height  wstll 
were  completed.  The  parapet  and  end  of  traverses  have  been  raised  t^ 
the  required  height,  and  rear  slopes  of  parapet  sodded. 

In  the  15-inch  gun  battery  no  work  was  done  except  slight  repairs  to 
the  slopes.' 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1377. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $10,  OOO 

Mortar  Battery  at  Fort  Hamilton^  New  York  Harhor^  in  charge  ofIAt%Lt. 
Col.  John  Neioton^  Corps  of  Engineers. — During  the  year  repairs  have 
been  made  to  the  silt  basins,  surface-drain  cut  to  carry  off  water  from 
around  platform  No.  1,  terreplein  graded,  and  soil  spread  on  slopes. 

Fort  Wadsworth^  Staten  Island^  Neio  York  Harbor y  in  charge  of  Lieut, 
Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engin/eers. — This  fort  is  situated  on  the 
Staten  Island  side  of  The  l^arrows  of  New  York  Harbor,  and  is  a  large, 
casemated  work.  The  operations  during  the  last  fiscal  year  have  been 
mostly  restricted  to  the  preparation  of  the  necessary  appliances  for  the 
defense  of  the  channel  by  torpedoes.  This  has  been  completed,  with 
the  exception  of  a  small  amount  of  concrete-work,  which  can  be  put  io 
in  a  few  days. 

The  store-room  roofs,  over  the  two  principal  magazines,  and  the  roof 
of  the  guard-house,  have  been  repaired  and  painted. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  armament  of  the  work.  The  ditch 
requires  cleaning  out ;  some  painting,  lacquering,  and  pointing  are  nec- 
essary ]  and  shot-beds  are  needed  on  the  parade  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  on  site  of  Fort  Tompkins^  New  York  Harbor^  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Q.  A.  Ghillmore^  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  crowns  the  hill  in 
rear  of  the  open  batteries  and  other  works  on  Staten  Island  defending 
the  entrance  through  The  Narrows  to  l^ew  York  Harbor,  acts  as  a  keep 
for  these  works,  and,  when  completed,  will  throw  a  heavy  fire  from  a 
high  elevation  upon  vessels  attempting  to  pass  before  it. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  a  covered  reservoir,  for  furnishing  the 
garrison  with  fresh  water,  was  constructed  in  the  glacis,  near  the  angle 
of  the  counterscarp  of  the  south  and  southwest  faces.  It  has  a  capacity 
of  50,000  gallons,  supplied  from  a  spring  which  flows  into  the  ditch  of 
Fort  Wadsworth,  near  the  southwest  angle.  The  spring  yields  an 
ample  supply  of  excellent  water,  which  is  collected  in  a  supply-basin 
formed  by  the  erection  of  two  concrete  walls  across  the  ditch  of  the 
work,  inclosing  an  area  of  3,150  superficial  feet.  The  water  is  forced 
from  the  supply-basin  into  the  reservoir,  through  a  4-inch  cast-iron  pipe, 
by  means  of  a  steam  force-pump  located  in  one  of  the  lower  rooms  of  the 
guard-house  of  Fort  Wadsworth.  From  the  reservoir  two  6-inch  cast- 
iron  pipes  conduct  the  wat^r  away ;  one  of  them  to  the  latrine  in  the 
south  ditch  of  Fo^  Tompkins,  the  other  to  the  parade  of  the  work,  with 
branch  pipes  into  a  casemate  used  as  a  bath  and  wash  rooms.  This 
pipe  has  been  continued  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  the  offi- 
cers' quarters  and  hospital,  situated  on  a  level  upward  of  50  feet  below 
the  floor  of  the  reservoir. 

The  new  soldiers'  latrine,  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  ditch,  is  14  feet 
by  24  feet  inside  5  is  built  of  brick,  with  12-inch  walls  above  the  floor, 
over  a  sink  7  feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  in  which  water  constantly  stands 
at  the  depth  of  2  feet,  with  appliances  for  flushing  it  whenever  neces- 
sary. The  floor  and  risers  of  the  seats  are  of  cut  blue-stone  flagging, 
with  yellow-pine  coping  for  the  seats. 
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The  Other  operations  have  consisted  in  hanging  the  sallyport  doors, 
pointing  the  cut-granite  masonry  in  the  breast-height  walls,  barbette 
traverse  magazines,  and  a  portion  of  the  the  parade  piers  along  the 
channel  front,  in  repairing  and  preserving  the  slopes,  and  straightening 
the  sewer  leading  from  new  latrine  to  the  river  at  its  point  of  junction 
with  the  old  latrine. 

The  ezpenditares  not  contemplated  in  the  original  projects  for  the 
year  have  amounted  to  aboat  810,000.  The  fort  is  in  readiness  to  receive 
its  armament  of  channel-bearing  guns. 

'So  operations  can  be  carried  on  during  the  present  fiscal  year  for  want 
offonds.  The  large  slope  between  the  fort  and  the  south  end  of  the 
north  cliflT  battery  is  in  a  very  bad  condition,  and  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  grading  it  into  terraces  and  completing  it. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Appropriation  asked  for  the  next  fiscal  year  to  continue  the  work,  and  the  north  cliff 
and  south  cliff  batteries $50,000 

Glacis  OunBattery,  {north  effort^  onsite  of  Fort  TomplcinSj)  Staten  Island, 
New  York  Harbor^  in  charge  of  Lieut,  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore^  Corps  of  Engi- 
Heer<. — This  battery  has  been  in  readiness  to  receive  its  armament  for 
the  last  three  years.  Some  little  work  yet  remains  to  be  done  to  the 
magazine  doors  and  lamp-closets.  No  work  was  done  during  the  last 
fiscal  year  except  to  cut  the  grass  from  the  slopes  and  repair  minor 
damages  to  the  same. 
Ko  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Qhcis  Mortar  Battery^  (south  of  fort,  on  site  of  Fort  Tompkins,)  Staten 
blandj  yeio  York  Harbor ^  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps 
of  Engineers. — This  battery  and  its  armament  are  ready  for  service. 
DuriDg  the  past  fiscal  year  portions  of  the  slopes  damaged  by  heavy 
rains  have  been  repaired  and  resodded.  A  little  work  yet  remains  to  be 
done  upon  the  lamp  closets,  and  the  principal  magazine  requires  to  be 
fturedoflf. 

No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Battery  Hudson,  Staten  Island,  New  York  Harbor^  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Q.A.  Gillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work,  together  with  those 
on  the  north  and  south  cliffs,  forms  a  system  of  open  barbette  batteries 
lying  exterior  to  Forts  Tompkins  and  Wadswortb,  and  bringing  a  pow- 
erfnl  fire  to  bear  upon  the  channel  up  to  and  through  The  Narrows. 

The  operations  on  the  east  face  of  the  battery  consisted  in  construct- 
ing the  granite  masonry  of  the  permanent  breast-height  wall  and  low 
traverse  platforms  Nos.  2  and  3,  built  with  the  additional  height  required 
for  the  new  ordnance  carriage.  The  platforms  are  completed,  with  the 
exception  of  the  iron  traverse  rails  and  a  portion  of  the  earthen  parapet. 
Granite  was  also  prepared  for  three  permanent  platforms,  Nos.  7,  8,  and 
9,  intended  to  be  constructed  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  six  300- 
ponnder  Parrot  rifles ;  but  these  rifles  have  not  yet  Ueen  removed,  as 
was  contemplated  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  it  being  thought 
beet  not  to  reduce  the  existing  armament. 

In  tJie  extension  o^  the  battery,  a  permanent  breast-height,  wall  with 
homb-proof  shelter,  and  retaining  wall  at  the  we^t  end  of  the  battery, 
have  been  constructed.  The  five  wooden  platforms  have  had  the  rear 
traverse  rails  cut  off,  and,  in  connection  with  permanent  outer  traverse 
stones,  have  been  relaid  for  the  new  ordnance  carriage.  These  plat- 
forms are  complete  except  the  outer  traverse  rails,  which  will  be  put 
down  with  the  balance  on  hand ;  all  the  finished  masonry  in  the  battery 
has  been  pointed,  and  some  extensive  damages  to  the  earth-slopes  re- 
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paired.    'So  platforms  have  been  made  ready  for  the  gans  since  the  last 
annual  report,  but  two  will  be  completed  during  the  present  month. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year  to  continae  the  work $31,000 

South  Mortar  Battery^  {in  rear  of  Battery  Hudson  extension^)  Staten 
Island^  New  York  Harbor^  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  Corps 
of  Engineers, — The  work  necessary  for  the  completion  of  this  battery 
consists  in  constructing  and  laying  eight  timber  mortar  platforms  upon 
concrete  foundations,  now  in  place,  in  fitting  up  the  inner  magazine 
doors  and  two  lamp  closets.  No  platforms  are  finished. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

North  Cliff  Battery^  Staten  Island^  New  York  Harbor ^  in  charge  of  lAeut. 
Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore^  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  operations  were  carried  on 
during  the  fiscal  year  except  repairing  a  portion  of  the  slopes,  and  cnt- 
ting  grass. 

This  battery  is  ready  for  four  guns,  in  addition  to  those  already 
mounted. 
No  separate  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

South  Cliff  Battery^  Staten  Island^  New  Yorlc  Harbor^  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore^  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^The  project  submitted  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  was  modified  in  order  to  construct  the  sup- 
ply basin,  reservoir,  and  latrine,  and  repair  damages  to  slopes,  referred 
to  in  the  report  on  Fort  Tompkins. 

In  accordance  with  the  plans  for  the  modification  of  the  battery,  the 
new  traverse  magazine,  with  covered  passage,  near  the  north  end  of  the 
battery,  has  been  finished,  except  a  portion  of  the  earthwork  and  the 
doors.  The  front  wall  of  the  covered  passage  opposite  the  north  prin- 
cipal magazine  has  been  carried  to  the  springing-line  of  the  arch,  and 
the  granite  skewback  laid.  The  covered  passage  to  be  added  to  the  old 
traverse  magazine,  north  of  the  above-named  principal  magazine  has 
had  the  rear  wall  of  the  passage  built  to  the  skewback  and  the  skew- 
back  laid.  The  center  pintle  platform,  No.  17,  was  removed  and  sent  to 
Fort  Sumter,  and  the  front  pintle  platforms,  'Sob.  4,  5, 11,  and  12,  (old 
numbers,)  were  removed  in  the  execution  of  approved  modifications. 

Excavations  have  been  made  in  two  places  through  the  parapet  and 
8-inch  drain-pipe  laid  to  near  high- water  mark,  to  afford  additional  drain- 
age for  the  battery. 

Eight  guns  are  in  position  in  this  battery,  and  the  platforms  are  ready 
for  all  the  others. 
No  ^parate  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  at  Sandy  HooJe^  New  Jersey j  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton, 
Corps  of  Engineers. — One  of  the  great  objects  of  this  work  is  to  prevent 
the  occupation  of  the  lower  bay  as  an  anchorage  by  an  enemy's  fleets. 

No  operations  have  been  conducted  during  the  year  except  occasional 
repairs  to  the  jetties  and  taking  down  and  storing  away  derricks.  The 
southern  boundary-line  has  been  laid  out  and  marked  by  granite  blocks. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Mifflinj  Delaware  River^  Pennsylvania^  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J. 
D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  fort  constitutes  one  of  the  inner  line 
of  works  for  the  defense  of  Philadelphia  and  the  naval  establishment  at 
League  Island. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  a  torpedo  casemate  of  concrete  masonry, 
with  sodded  covering  traverse,  has  been  completed,  excepting  a  portion 
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• 
of  the  gallery  extending  beyond  the  scarp- wall.  The  traverse  rails  of 
gan-platforms  30,  31,  32,  33,  34  and  35,  main  wdrk,  were  laid.  In  the 
exterior  battery,  nine  wooden  gun-platforms  have  been  laid ;  the  brick 
brea3^height  wall,  with  concrete  backing,  in  front  of  gun-platforms  43, 
44, 45,  46,  47  and  48  has  been  complete^d ;  magazine  44-45  finished,  ex- 
cept sand  traverse,  and  the  concrete  masonry  of  magazine  46-47  com- 
pleted with  mastic  covering.  All  this  concrete  masonry  is  protected  by 
a  covering  of  sand,  the  terreplein  and  parapet  of  gun -platforms  43  and 
44  have  been  partly  graded  ready  for  seeding,  and  sods  have  been  placed 
on  the  steep  slopes  along  the  edge  of  the  breast-height  wall.  About  700 
cabic  yards  of  sand  have  been  received  and  embanked  in  the  battery. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  and  the  necessary  grading  of  the  slopes,  the 
steep  profile  slope  of  the  down-river  branch  was  sodded;  repairs  have 
been  made  to  the  sodded  slopes  of  main  work  and  demilune ;  repairs  to 
the  dike  at  several  places  on  Delaware  front  made,  and  an  accumulation 
of  mud  in  the  moat  has  been  removed. 

Ko  appropriation  having  been  made  for  Ihe  present  fiscal  year,  the 
work  will  be  placed  in  the  care  of  a  fort-keeper  and  watchman. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000 

During  the  next  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed,  if  funds  are  provided,  to 
complete  the  exterior  battery,  the  modification  of  south  15-inch-gun 
battery,  of  the  demilune,  the  battery  on  the  south  face  of  the  main  work 
for  two  15-inch  guns,  and  construct  the  storage  magazine  of  the  demi- 
lune. 

Mortar  Battery  at  Fort  Mifflin,  Delaware  River,  Pennsylvania,  in  charge 
of  Lieut.  CoL  J.  D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  work  has  been  done 
at  this  battery  during  the  past  year  for  the  want  of  funds,  and  none  is 
proposed  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  for  the  same  reason. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Site  for  tJie  defenses  at  Bed  Bank,  New  Jersey,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers. — During  the  past  year  necessary  small 
repairs  have  been  made  to  the  dikes,  buildings,  and  fences,  and  general 
care  and  supervision  have  been  maintained  over  the  property.  The 
funds  for  these  purposes  were  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for  con- 
tingencies of  fortifications. 

No  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  for  a  battery  on  this  site. 
Ko  appropriation  asked  for  nest  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Delaware^  Delaicare  River,  Delaicare,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D. 
Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  situated  on  the  Pea  Patch  Island, 
forms  one  of  the  chain  of  works  constituting  the  outer  line  of  defense 
for  the  Delaware  River. 

The  small  amount  available  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  been  ap- 
plied to  such  repairs  as  were  most  necessary,  and  to  the  preservation  of 
public  property. 

The  timber  foundation  of  upper  eastern  wharf  has  been  protected  from 
the  ice  by  iron-plating,  and  injury  to  the  stone  superstructure  has  been 
repaired,  and  the  top  of  the  wharf  has  been  finished  for  10  feet  back 
from  the  head.  Some  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  southern  wharf, 
and  the  bridge  leading  to  it  has  been  rebuilt.  A  portion  of  the  flagging 
of  the  parade-walk  has  been  relaid.  Slight  repairs  have  been  made  to 
temporary  buildings  and  fences,  and  the  sodded  slopes  and  grounds 
have  been  kept  in  good  condition. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $40,000 
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Battery  at  Finn's  Point,  Delaicare  River,  New  Jersey,  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  A  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  is  a  powerful  earthen  bar- 
bette-battery, and  forms  the  left  of  the  outer  line  of  defenses  across  the 
mouth  of  the  Delaware  River. 

During  the  past  year  two  stone  gun-platforms  have  been  finished,  and 
the  breast-height  wall  in  front  of  them  nearly  built ;  the  stone  for  two 
additional  platforms  has  been  nearly  all  prepared  for  setting,  and  the 
concrete  foundation  for  them  has  been  laid. 

One  service-magazine  has  been  built  ]  the  one  built  last  year  has  been 
fitted  up,  and  its  covering  traverse  has  been  embanked  and  sodded. 

The  eabankment  of  battery  and  parapet  has  been  continued,  much  of 
the  material  ha\ing  been  taken  from  the  beach  in  front. 

The  sea-wall  south  of  the  wharf  to  the  boundary-linfe  has  been  entirely 
rebuilt  on  a  foundation  of  light  piling;  about  80  linear  feet  of  the  wall 
in  fropt  of  mortar-battery  has  also  been  repaired. 

The  fence  partially  inclosing  the  Government  grounds  has  been  ex- 
tended 1,970  linear  feet. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  tbe  fiscal  year  endiog  June  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Mortar-Battery  at  Finn's  Point,  Delaware  River,  New  Jersey,  in  charge 
of  Lieut  Col,  J.  D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers, — No  operations  were  car- 
ried on  at  this  work  during  the  past  year  for  want  of  funds,  and  none 
are  contemplated  for  the  present  year.  Its  condition  remains  the  same 
as  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  opposite  Fort  Delaicare,  Delaware  shore,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers. — A  strong  earthen  barbette  battery, 
forming  the  right  of  the  outer  line  of  defenses  for  the  Delaware  River. 

During  the  past  year  the  magazine  and  shelter  room  at  intersection 
of  gun  and  mortar  batteries,  with  their  covering  traverse,  have  been 
completed  ;  the  magazine  next  in.  order  to  the  left  has  been  built,  and 
its  traverse  partly  embanked ;  the  connecting  breast-height  wall  has 
been  nearly  finished ;  the  stone  for  two  gun-platforms  has  been  prepared, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  pieces,  and  the  concrete  foundation  for  them 
has  been  laid ;  a  torpedo- casemate  has  been  constructed  and  covered 
with  earth,  and  the  cable-gallery  leading  from  it  has  been  partially 
constructed;  the  ramp  from  mortar-battery  has  been  formed,  and  the 
slopes  in  rear,  together  with  the  rear  slope  of  gun-battery  for  300  feet, 
have  been  embanked  and  sodded.  The  embankment  of  the  battery 
has  been  continued. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

During  the  next  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed,  if  funds  are  provided,to 
complete  the  unfinished  breas^height  wall,  two  gun-platforms,  and  the 
magazine  traverse ;  to  construct  additional  gun-platforms  of  stone,  with 
the  breast-height  walls  in  front,  and  magazines,  with  their  covering  trav- 
erses ;  to  complete  the  torpedo-gallery,  and  to  continue  the  embankment 
of  the  battery. 

Mortar-Battery  near  Delaware  City,  Del.,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J. 
D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers. — Nothing  has  been  done  on  this  work 
during  the  year,  and  its  condition  remains  the  same  as  at  the  date  of 
the  last  annual  report. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  endiDg  Jnne  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fisciU  year. 
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Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore  Harbor^  Maryland^  in  cJiarge  o/Maj.  William 
P.  Craighill^  Corps  of  Engineer b. — This  fort  forms  part  of  the  inner  line  of 
defense  for  Baltimore  and  its  dependent  interests,  and  commands  with 
its  fire  the  interior  waters  of  the  harbor  and  the  channel  of  approach 
thereto,  in  which  24  feet  can  be  found  at  mean  low-water. 

This  site  at  the  entrance  of  the  inner  harbor  of  Baltimore,  though  it 
has  lost  mach  of  its  importance  owing  to  the  growth  of  tjie  city  toward 
it  should  still  be  occupied  by  a  battery  of  heavy  guns  near  the  water- 
front^ moanted  behind  a  sand  parapet  of  the  latest  and  most  improved 
model,  and  provided  with  bomb-proof  cover  for  ammunition  and  gunners. 
Snch  a  battery  would  be  of  inestimable  value  in  the  defense  of  the  city 
against  an  enemy  afloat  who  by  force  or  stratagem  had  passed  the  outer 
hoes  of  defense,  and  it  might  also  play  an  important  part  in  the  defense 
against  any  force  on  land  co-operating  in  that  quarter  with  a  fleet. 
8ach  a  battery  is  being  constructed.  No  dependence  can  be  placed  on 
the  old  historic  fort,  McHenry,  which  did  its  part  so  well  in  repelling  the 
attack  made  in  the  war  of  1812. 

The  condition  in  which  this  battery  stood  June  30, 1874,  is  given  in 
the  last  annual  report,  coupled  with  the  statement  that  nothing  could 
be  done  for  want  of  funds,  except  in  the  way  of  care  and  preservation,, 
daring  the  year  ending  June  30, 1875. 

An  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  made  February  10,  1875.  Work 
was  resumed  July  1, 1875,  suspended  late  in  November,  1875,  and  re- 
somed  in  May,  1876.  At  the  end  of  June,  1876,  the  appropriation  was 
nearly  exhausted.  The  work  of  the  year  embraces  the  extension  of  the 
saod  parapet  of  front  4  to  the  salient  3-4,  and  building  10  feet  of  the 
parapet  of  front  3,  and  the  sod  revetment.  The  sand  covering  has  been 
placed  on  the  three  magazines  previously  built,  and  doors  have  been 
made  for  them,  which  are  in  store  at  Fort  Carroll  for  better  preservation. 
The  terreplein  has  been  partly  regraded,  and  a  layer  of  soil  put  upon 
the  slope  in  rear  of  the  battery,  to  secure  a  growth  of  grass.  ISome  re- 
pairs of  small  extent  were  made  in  the  spring  of  1876  to  the  slopes  of 
the  magazines  and  parapet  of  the  old  water  battery,  which  is  kept  up 
antil  the  completion  of  the  new  one. 

It  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  put  down  gun-platforms  until  the  terre- 
plein embankment  becomes  more  consolidated,  the  subsoil  being  some- 
what unstable. 

The  sum  of  $50,000  is  asked  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  which  would 
complete  nearly  the  whole  of  the  parapet  and  terreplein,  with  maga- 
zines, but  no  gun-platform. 

^0  appropriation  wa8  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Fort  Carroll^  Baltimore  Harbor^  Maryland^  in  charge  o/Maj.  William  P. 
Craighill^  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  fort  is  situated  upon  an  exterior  line 
or  defense  for  the  harbor  of  Baltimore.  It  is  a  casemated  work,  but 
potbing  has  been  done  in  the  past  year  in  carrying  out  the  project  for 
its  completion,  which  contemplated  the  provision  for  three  tiers  of  guns 
in  casemates  and  one  in  barbette.  This  delay  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  best  method  of  arranging  such  defenses,  consistent  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  economy,  has  not  yet  been  determined. 

Daring  the  past  year  nothing  has  been  done  but  what  was  necessary 
for  presentation  and  care  of  property.  This  work  consisted  of  repairs 
to  fences,  sheds  and  roofs  over  masonry,  which  were  damaged  by  the 
weather,  especially  very  high  winds.  Electrical  conductors  were  placed 
over  magazines  in  three  of  the  salients.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  armaments  since  last  annual  report.   The  details  of  the  arrangements 
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proposed  for  the  use  of  torpedoes  from  this  fort  have  been  determiDed 
upon,  and  drawings,  &c.,  have  been  prepared,  but  their  constructioa 
has  been  deferred  for  want  of  funds. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Obstructions  of  the  PotomaCj  in  charge  of  Maj.  William  P.  CraighilL  Corps 
of  Engineers, — The  material  pertaining  to  these  floating  obstructions 
has  continued  in  store  at  Fort  Foote,  in  charge  of  a  watchman.  The 
timber,  of  which  the  floats  are  composed,  has  decayed  very  much. 

Fort  Foot€y  Potomac  River ^  Maryland^  in  charge  of  Maj,  William  P.  Craig- 
hill,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  is  on  the  inner  line  of  defense  of  the 
channel  of  approach  by  water  to  Alexandria,  Washington,  and  Greorge- 
town.    The  site  is  high,  commanding,  and  unusually  Favorable. 

There  having  been  no  specific  appropriation  for  Fort  Foote,  the  work 
done  has  been  limited  to  some  repairs  of  moderate  extent,  required  for 
the  rafety  and  use  of  the  wharf.  These  repairs  were  made  in  June, 
1876.  The  crib- work  on  the  down-stream  side  of  the  causeway-approach 
to  the  wharf  has  been  replaced.  The  abutment  of  the  wharf,  also  of 
crib,  was  extended  down  stream  16  feet,  or  even  with  the  projecting 
portion  of  the  wharf.  This  was  done  with  a  view  to  future  repairs,  the 
extension  being  expected  to  serve  as  part  of  the  abutment  of  the  new 
portion.  Total  length  of  crib-work,  12o  feet.  A  portion  of  the  head  of 
the  wharf,  12  feet  in  length,  has  been  cut  down  to  facilitate  landing 
from  boats. 

Attention  is  again  urgently  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  unfinished 
condition  of  this  fort  must  render  it  liable  to  certain  injury  and  deteri- 
oration ;  and  to  properly  care  for  the  work  already  done,  the  modifica- 
tion of  the  main  fort  should  be  completed  as  early  as  possible.  Appro- 
priation for  this  purpose  is  very  important.  All  the  work  now  proposed 
at  this  place  and  at  Fort  Washington  is  in  the  way  of  preparation  for 
mounting  the  heaviest  guns  known  to  our  service  behind  sand  parapets 
of  the  latest  and  best  models. 

No  appropriation  waa  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  J  iiue  30»  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Fm't  Washington,  Potomac  River,  Maryland,  in  charge  of  Maj,  William  P. 
Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  fort  occupies  a  very  important  posi- 
tion on  the  outer  line  of  defense  of  the  cities  of  Alexandria,  Washing- 
ton, and  Greorgetown,  and  their  dependent  interests.  The  site  is  an  ex- 
cellentone,  butthe  line  requires  strengthening  by  the  introduction  of  guns 
of  the  heaviest  caliber,  for  which  the  old  fort  was  not  suited. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  for  want  of  funds,  nothing  was  attempted 
but  to  make  some  repairs  of  limited  extent  to  the  wharf,  and  the  light- 
ning-rods of  the  magazines,  &c.  In  June,  1876,  the  replacing  of  80  feet 
of  crib-work  was  commenced  on  the  south  side  of  the  bulkhead  of  the 
wharf.  The  earth  backing  has  been  removed,  and  the  timbers  taken 
out  as  far  down  as  the  low-water  line,  under  which  level  the  crib-work 
is  in  good  condition.  Putting  on  the  new  timber  has  commenced. 
Lightning-rods  over  the  magazines  inside  the  fort,  and  at  commanding- 
officers'  quarters  outside,  have  been  repaired,  and  insulators  have  been 
replaced  on  all  the  rods  where  needed. 

Th6  maps  are  completed  as  far  as  seem  necessary-  for  preparing  a  re 
vised  project  of  defense,  which  is  expected  to  be  shortly  ready. 

Attention  is  again  pressingly  asked  to  the  need  of  the  appropriation 
asked  for  this  fort.    The  portion  of  the  work  begun  should  be  finished. 
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It  is  daily  safiferiDg  serious  injury  and  deterioration,  owing  to  its  incom- 
plete state. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $38,000^ 

Fort  Monroe^  014  Point  Comfort,  Virginia,  temporarily  in  cliarge  of 
Lieut  GoL  Q.  A.  Oillmorey  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  extensive  work  occu- 
pies an  important  position,  covering  the  approach  to  Hampton  Roads, 
the  navy-yard  at  Portsmouth,  and  the  James  River. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  work  has  been  confined  almost  entirely  to 
the  advanced  redoubt.  In  this  the  platforms  and  breast-height  walls 
for  gnns  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4  have  been  completed,  except  pintle  and 
traverse  circles,  and  the  foundation  for  the  breast-height  wall  and  plat- 
form for  guns  Nos.  5  and  6  have  been  completed  and  the  pintle-blocks^ 
and  prop-stones  set.  The  two  service  magazines  have  been  plastered, 
and  the  magazine  traverse  between  guns  3  and  4  raised  and  sodded 
frotti  reference  (6')  to  reference  (26',)  the  level  of  the  interior  crest- 
The  terrepleiu  and  slopes  in  gun-space  next  the  main  work  have  been 
completed  and  sodded,  and  125  linear  feet  of  exterior  slope  sodded  from 
reference  (6(K)  to  reference  (21',)  or  (2'  6",)  below  the  exterior  crest.- 
The  roadway  of  the  main  postern  of  the  fort  has  also  been  repaved. 
Three  platforms  for  heavy  guns  and  fifteen  for  lighter  ones  are  now  ia 
readiness,  but  not  occupied ;  four  others  for  heavy  guns  in  the  redoubt 
will  also  be  in  readiness  when  supplied  with  pintles  and  traverse  circles. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 

Appropriations  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000 

Artesian  well  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  temporarily  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col  Q.A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers, — No  work  was  done  during  the 
last  fiscal  year,  and  none  is  contemplated  during  the  present  fiscal  year 
for  want  of  funds.  The  inadequate  and  uncertain  supply  of  water  at 
Fort  Monroe  is  an  evil  which,  it  is  conceded  on  all  sides,  may  at  any 
time  arise  to  serious  magnitude.  The  present  depth  of  the  well  is  about 
900  feet.  It  is  recommended  that  provision  be  made  to  increase  tbis 
depth  to  1,200,  or  even  to  1,500,  feet  before  abandoning  the  project  of 
obtaining  a  water-supply  by  this  method. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1577. 
Xo  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Wool,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  temporarily  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Q,  A.  Gillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  casemated  fortification 
unites  with  Fort  Monroe  in  closing  the  passage  to  Hampton  Roads, 
crossing  its  fire  with  the  guns  of  that  fort. 

Until  approved  projects  for  its  completion  are  devised,  no  further 
work  is  contemplated  than  is  necessary  to  preserve  it  from  injury. 
Fifty-two  iron-throated  casemates  of  the  first  tier  are  ready  for  guns, 
and  in  an  emergency  several  15-iuch  guns  could  be  advantageously  and 
promptly  mounted  iti  barbette. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Macon,  Beaufort  Harbor,  North  Carolina,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Q,  A.  Gillm^ore.  Corps  of  Engineers. — Situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bor and  defending  the  principal  entrance  thereto. 

The  subject  of  the  modification  of  this  work  is  still  under  considera- 
tion. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  monthly  measurements  have  been  made  of 
the  position  of  the  shore-line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wharf.    These  ob- 
servations show  no  appreciable  change  in  the  beach. 
No  appropriation  is  asked  for  this  work.  ^ 
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Fort  Casicell^  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River ^  North  Carolina^  in  cluirge  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore^  Corps  of  Engineers. — The  subject  of  the  mod- 
ification of  this  work  is  still  nnder  consideration. 

Its  location  is  advantageous  for  the  protection  of  one  of  the  entrances 
to  Cape  Fear  River,  and  therefore  one  of  the  approaches  to  the  city  of 
Wilmington. 

There  is  neither  armament  nor  garrison,  nor  quarters  for  a  garrison, 
at  the  place. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Moultrie^  Charleston  Harbor^  ISouth  Carolina^  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — Situated  on  Sullivan  Island  and 
defends  the  principal  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Charleston. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  work  has  been  done  mainly  in  the  north- 
west bastion.  The  old  storage  magazine  has  been  remodeled  and  a 
service  magazine,  permanent  platform  and  breast-height  wall  for  gun 
Ko.  12,  have  been  completed.  The  remainder  of  the  bomb-proof  along 
the  gorge  face,  75  feet  in  length,  has  been  raised  from  reference  (0')  to 
reference  (5'  6''.)  The  postern  front  has  been  completed  and  the  founda- 
tions and  walls  of  the  galleries  leading  to  it  raised  from  reference  (C)  to 
reference  (6'.)  Eight  platforms,  one  permanent  and  seven  timber,  are 
now  in  readiness  for,  but  not  occupied  by,  heavy  guns.  Four  mortars 
are  mounted  in  rear  of  the  fort.  The  laying  of  two  timber  platforms 
now  on  hand  in  place  of  those  occupied  by  light  guns  will  complete  the 
preparation  for  arming  this  work. 

Estimated  cost  of  completing  the  work  $85,000.  This  estimate 
includes  the  cover-face  and  the  building  of  eleven  permanent  platforms 
in  place  of  the  eleven  timber  platforms  which  are  now  in  position  in 
the  work,  and  which  were  not  included  in  the  estimate  made  last  year. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50  000 

Fort  Sumter^  Charleston  Harbor^  South  Carolina j  inoliargeof  Lieut.  Col. 
Q.  A.  Crillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  is  located  on  a  shoal  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  and  its  guns  command  the  principal  channel  of 
entrance  thereto. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  storage-magazine,  breast-height  walls, 
and  permanent  platforms  for  guns  Kos.  1,  2,  and  3,  front  pintle  for  Nos. 
2  and  3,  and  center  pintle  for  No.  1,  have  been  completed.  The  entire 
scarp-wall  of  northwest  and  gorge  fronts  has  been  coped  with  concrete, 
except  the  opening  left  as  a  passage-way  into  the  fort.  Four  magazine- 
doors  have  been  framed  and  seven  riveted  and  hung,  (one  in  each  service 
magazine  in  the  fort.) 

The  eleven  casemates  on  the  north  and  northcfast .  fronts  have  been 
uncovered,  the  backs  of  the  arches  asphalted,  the  sand  filling  returned, 
and  the  parapet  completed.  The  lintel  and  pediment  for  parade  end  of 
sally-port  gallery,  together  with  the  coping  of  the  wing-walls  and  the 
stone  steps  leading  to  man-holes  of  cisterns  adjoining  the  sally-port, 
have  been  placed  in  position.  The  parapet  on  northwest  front  has  been 
raised  from  reference  (18')  to  reference,  (22',)  and  that  portion  of  the 
parados  in  rear  of  this  front  north  of  barbette-service  magazine  from 
reference  (14')  to  reference,  (28'.) 

Four  platforms,  one  timber  and  three  permanent,  for  heavy  guns,  are 
ready,  but  not  occupied.  The  replacing  of  two  platforms  now  occupied 
by  light  guns,  by  heavy  timber  platforms,  which  are  on  hand,  would 
make  the  work  ready  for  its  armament.    The  eleven  casemates  on  north- 
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east  front  are  armed.    The  eight  casemates  on  northwest  front  are  now 
ready  for  their  guns,  except  traverse  circles. 

Estimated  cost  of  completing  the  work,  $65,000.  This  estimate 
inclndes  the  building  of  seven  permanent  platforms  in  the  place  of  the 
seven  timber  platforms  which  are  now  in  position  in  the  work  and  which 
were  not  incladed  in  the  estimate  made  last  year. 

No  appropriatioD  was  made  for  the  fiscal  yeur  endiDg  Jaae  30, 1677. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year |40,000 

Fort  Johnson^  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  in  charge  of  Lieut 
Col  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  fort,  situated  on  James 
Island,  is  one  of  the  works  in  the  system  of  defen  se  of  Charleston  Harbor. 

No  operations  were  carried  on  at  this  work  during  the  past  fiscal 
year.  The  approved  project  for  reconstructing  this  old  work  contem- 
plates making  of  it  a  battery  for  eight  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  four 
mortars  and  four  guns.  Its  commencement  and  completion  during  the 
next  fiscal  year  is  recommended. 

Four  13-inch  mortar  platforms  are  on  hand,  ready  to  be  laid. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Casde  Pinckney,  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  in  charge  of  Lieut 
Col  Q.  A.  CHllmore,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  work,  situated  on  an 
inland  near  the  city  of  Charleston,  is  one  of  the  works  in  the  system  of 
defense  of  the  harbor. 

Xo  operations  were  carried  on  at  this  work  during  the  past  fiscal 
year.  An  appropriation  is  required  to  adapt  it  to  the  reception  of  10- 
inch  smooth-bore  guns  or  corresponding  rifles,  to  be  mounted  in  barbette. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  JacTcson^  Savannah  River,  Georgia,  in  charge  of  Lieut,  Col  Q.  A. 
GUlmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  forms  the  inner  line  of  defense 
for  the  city  of  Savannah. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  a  service  traverse-magazine  has  been  built 
between  guns  3  and  4  of  the  barbette  battery.  Five  guns  are  in  posi- 
tion, but  they  are  not  of  the  calibers  contemplated  in  the  approved  pro- 
ject, and  cannot  be  efficiently  served  without  a  completion  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $8,000 

Fort  PulasM,  mouth  of  Savannah  River,  Georgia,  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col. 
Q.  A.  Gillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  is  the  principal  work  for  the 
defense  of  Savannah  on  the  outer  line  of  the  system. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  entire  demilune  was  completed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  approved  plan,  except  the  retaining  wall  in  demilune 
8ally-port  and  the  filling  immediately  behind  it.  This  wall  was  com- 
pleted during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  but  was  not  found 
safficientiy  strong  to  bear  the  thrust  of  the  filling  behind  it,  owing  to 
the  unstable  nature  of  the  material  in  which  the  piles  were  driven.  It 
was  finally  taken  down,  the  piling  strengthened,  and  the  wall  rebuilt, 
which  is  now  complete  except  coping. 

The  modification  of  the  main  work  in  accordance  with  the  approved 
designs  was  commenced.  The  new  piers  on  the  north  front,  numbered 
from  the  northwest  bastion,  have  been  raised  to  the  following  heights: 
Those  opposite  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4,  to  reference  (11'  6" :)  opposite  Nos.  5 
and  6,  to  reference  (7';)  and  opposite  No.  7,  to  reference  (2'.)  Esti- 
mated cost  of  completing  the  work,  $235,000. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000 
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If ew  fort  on  Tybee  Island,  mouth  of  Savannah  River ^  Georgia^  in  charge 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Qillmore^  Corps  of  Engineers. — Plans  for  the  defensive 
works  to  be  constructed  on  the  north  point  of  Tybee  Island  have  been 
completed,  and  it  is  proposed  to  commence  their  construction  whenever 
funds  are  available. 

No  appropriation  for  the  work  has  yet  been  made. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Clinch^  Afnelia  Island^  Florida^  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col  Q.  A.  QUI- 
more,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  defends  the  entrance  into  Cumber- 
land Sound,  and  is  in  an  unfinished  condition. 

No  operations  were  carried  on  at  this  work  during  the  past  fiscal  year, 
its  modification  being  still  under  consideration. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Marion,  Saint  Augustine,  Florida,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A. 
Qillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  work  defends  the  harbor  and  city 
of  Saint  Augustine. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  a  temporary  roof  of  scantling  and  boards, 
covered  with  felt,  was  constructed  over  the  t^rreplein  of  the  north  front 
and  a  privy  was  built,  all  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Indian  prison- 
ers or  hostages  confined  in  the  work.  One  casemate  on  the  south  front 
was  put  in  order  for  a  guard-room,  and  a  break  in  the  retaining-wall  at 
the  foot  of  the  glacis,  on  the  north  side,  was  repaired.  These  alterations 
and  repairs  were  made  from  the  appropriation  for  contingencies  of  forti- 
ficatioDS,  at  a  cost  of  $1,394.03. 
No  appropriation  is  asked  for  this  work. 

Fort  Taylor  and  batteries,  Keg  Vi'est,  Florida^  in  charge  of  Maj.  Jared 
A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers.^^This  work  is  for  the  defense  of  the  im- 
portant harbor  of  Key  West. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  all  the  bricks  and  movable  materials  have 
been  transferred  from  the  towers  to  the  batteries  and  warehouses.  One 
mile  of  the  railroad  has  been  removed  and  the  materials  stored.  The 
hurricane  of  1875  occasioned  such  damages  to  the  southwest  portion  of 
cover-face  and  other  parts  as  to  necessitate  the  expenditure  of  re- 
maining funds  in  reconstructions  and  repairs.  A  breach  150  feet  in 
length,  about  600  cubic  yards^  was  made  in  the  sea-wall,  drains  were 
filled  with  dirt,  and  fences  and  water-conductors  were  broken  down. 
These  have  all  been  put  in  good  order,  and  other  parts  of  sea-wall  have 
been  repaired.  This  has  included  the  laying  of  603  cubic  yards  of  con- 
crete, 228  cubic  yards  of  granite,  and  the  wheeling  and  embanking  of 
1,469  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  small  stone.  Sixteen  hundred  and  forty- 
four  linear  feet  of  water-gutters  have  been  repaired  and  painted,  and 
1,596  linear  feet  of  board-fence  built  for  protection  of  south  battery. 
The  concrete  portions  of  wall  below  water  were  laid  in  bags,  without 
being  previously  wet,  each  layer  being  well  rammed.  This  entire  repair 
has  been  done  with  such  implements  as  could  be  improvised,  and  with 
the  laborers  most  of  the  time  to  their  waists,  or  deeper,  in  water.  No 
work  has  been  done  on  the  sand-batteries.  The  designs  for  batteries 
have  been  considerably  modified,  so  that  the  guns  may  be  protected 
singly  instead  of  in  pairs.  This  reduces  the  emplacements  in  south  bat- 
tery to  14,  and  in  north  battery  to  8. 

The  heavy  guns  now  in  these  batteries  and  main  work  are  on  wooden 
platforms,  which  are  becoming  unserviceable,  and  should  be  permanently 
rebuilt.    The  long  bridge,  forming  the  only  communication  with  the  main 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


BEPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF    OF   ENGINEERS.  25 

work,  mast  soon  fall  anlesa  rebailt,  and  considerable  other  work  is  re- 
quired, for  which  a  large  appropriation  is  greatly  needed. 

At  the  martello  towers,  to  prevent  intrasiou  and  depredations,  the 
eDtrances  and  embrasures  have  been  closed  with  strong  shatters,  and 
watchmen  have  been  employed  as  fort-keepers.  The  movable  property 
reqairing  care  has  been  placed  in  warehouses  of  Fort  Taylor. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending;  June  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000 

Fort  Jefferson^  Garden  Key^  TortitgaSy  Florida^  in  charge  of  Maj.  Jared 
A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers. — The  guns  of  this  work  perfectly  com- 
mand the  admirable  harbor  lying  in  the  heart  of  this  group  of  keys. 

No  appropriation  being  available  for  construction,  the  expenditure  has 
been  confined  to  care  of  public  property  and  buildings. 

All  the  property  has  been  moved,  completely  stored,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  put  in  order.  Windows  of  barracks  and  quarters  have  been 
closed  with  temporary  wooden  shutters. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  euding  June  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal. year $25,000 

Fori  FickenSj  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida,  in  charge  of  Capt.  A.  N.  Bam- 
rellj  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work,  with  Fort  Barrancas  and  the  pro- 
posed new  batteries  near  the  site  of  Fort  McEee,  constitute  the  defenses 
to  the  town  and  harbor  of  Pensacola  and  to  the  navy-yard  at  Warring- 
ton. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  quarters,  store-houses,  blacksmith-sbop, 
and  wbarf  were  repaired.  A  new  stable,  mess-hall,  and  kitchen  were 
built.  A  railroad- track  was  laid.  Four  cars  were  built.  Two  derricks 
were  made  and  raised.  The  modifications  of  bastion  C  were  completed 
according  to  the  approved  plan  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fottiflca- 
tions,  with  the  exception  of  the  stone  center-pintle  platform,  and  work 
was  commenced  on  the  modifications  of  bastion  D. 

Daring  the  present  working  season  it  is  expected  to  finish  bastion  D. 

Ko  appropriation  was  made  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000 

Fort  Barrancas  and  redoubt,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida,  in  charge  of 
CapU  A.  N.  Damrell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  changes  have  been  made 
in  this  work  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  operations  having  been  restricted 
to  those  necessary  for  the  proper  care  and  preservation  of  the  property. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  McRee,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida,  in  charge  of  Capt.  A.  N.  Dam- 
fell,  Corps  of  Engineers, — ^The  condition  of  this  work  is  about  the  same 
as  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report.  No  work  was  done  during  the 
past  fiscal  year,  and  none  contemplated  for  the  present. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Fort  Morgan,  eastern  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama^  in  charge  of  Capt, 
A.  N.  Damrell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work,  with  Fort  Gaines  on  the 
western  side  of  the  entrance,  forms  the  outer  line  of  defense  to  the  har^ 
bor  and  city  of  Mobile. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  quarters,  kitchen,  mess-hall,  stables,  and 
railroad-track  to  the  wharf  were  repaired.  Two  thousand  six  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  feet  of  new  railroad-track  and  four  cars  were  built. 
Parados,  parapet,  breast-height  wall,  and  foundation  for  the  gun-plat- 
form for  gnn-position  J^o.  1,  service-magazine  for  the  battery,  breast- 
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height  wall,  foandation  for  gan-platform,  and  portioii  of  the  parapet  for 
gun-position  No.  2,  were  completed. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000 

Fort  Gaines^  Dauphin  Island^  Mobile  Bay^  Alabama^  in  charge  of  Capt. 
A,  N.  Damrellj  Corps  of  Engineers. — Operations  daring  the  year  were 
confined  to  the  care  of  public  property.  The  condition  of  this  work 
remaiDS  the  same  as  last  year. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  on  Ship  Island^  coast  of  Mississippi,  in  charge  of  Capt.  A,  N".  Dam- 
rellj  Corps  of  Engineers, — ^This  work  aflfords  shelter  to  light-draught  ves- 
sels moving  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  stone  flagging  in  this  fort  (272  square 
yards)  has  been  completed,  the  store-house  and  fort-keeper's  quarters 
have  been  put  in  good  repair,  and  all  iron-work  and  other  property  ex- 
posed to  the  weather  has  been  properly  stored.  This  work  was  done 
under  the  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  contingencies  of  fortifi- 
cations. 

No  preparations  have  been  made  or  are  intended  for  any  change  in 
the  armament. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877 . 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Pike,  Rigolets  Pass,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt.  C.  W.  Howell, 
Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  commands  the  passage  by  vessels  draw- 
ing 7  feet  or  less,  through  the  Rigolets,  into  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  to 
the  wharves  on  the  lake  front  of  New  Orleans.  Projects  for  its  modifi- 
cation, in  accordance  with  the  approved  system,  were  approved  in  1870, 
and  detailed  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed  modifications  made. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  operations  have  been  confined  to  necessary 
repairs  for  the  preservation  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Ma^comb,  Chef  Menteur  Pa^s,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt.  C.  W. 
Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  commands  the  passage  by  ves- 
sels drawing  4^  feet  or  less,  through  the  Bayou  Chef  Menteur,  into  Lake 
Pontchartrain,  and  the  road  along  Gentilly  Ridge,  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  operations  have  been  limited  to  repairs 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  askeil  tor  next  fiscal  year. 

Tower  Bupr^s,  Lake  Borgne,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt.  C.  W.  How- 
ell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  old  work  is  situated  at  the  entrance  of 
Bayou  Dupre's  into  Lake  Borgne.     ^ 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  operations  were  confined  to  such  slight 
repairs  as  were  necessary  tor  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  fur  next  fiscal  year. 

Battery  Bienvenue,  Lake  Borgne,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt.  C.  W' 
Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  battery  is  situated  at  the  junction  o^ 
two  branches  of  the  Bayou  Bienvenue,  about  three  miles  from  its  mouth* 

A  keeper  was  retained  at  this  work  during  the  year,  and,  with  occa- 
sional assistance,  kept  tbe  work  and  its  buildings  in  fair  condition,  and 
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also  kept  the  surroiinding  sea-inarah  cleared  so  as  to  prevent  danger 
from  marsh  fires.  The  battery  and  buildings  have  settled  so  as  to  be 
flooded  daring  more  than  ordinary  tides. 

Xo  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  endiug  Jane  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Tower  at  Froctorsville^  Lake  Bargne,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt  C. 
W.  HoKelli  Corps  of  Engineers. — 'So  work  was  done  during  the  past  fils- 
eal  year,  except  that  performed  by  the  fort-keeper. 

Ko  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Jackson,  Mississippi  River,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  CapU  C  W. 
Howell,  Carps  of  Engineers, — This  work,  and  Fort  Saint  Philip,  nearly 
opposite,  are  situated  on  the  Mississippi  Biver,  about  65  miles  below  New 
Orleans,  and  are  the  most  important  of  those  guarding  the  approaches 
to  New  Orleans. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year  consisted  in  making  sally-port 
to  connect  lower  battery  with  lower  covered- way  battery;  in  providing 
material  for  two  center-pintle  granite  platforms ;  preparing  foundations 
for  these;  setting  a  portion  of  the  granite  blocks,  cutting  stone  for  their 
permanent  breast-height  wall,  and  j^rtially  erecting  the  latter;  in  raising, 
bonneting,  and  resodding  magazine-traverses;  in  repairing  slopes  of 
parapet,  levees,  roads,  buildings,  and  casemates,  and  general  police  of 
the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $25,000 

During  the  next  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  permanent 
platforms,  with  their  breast-height  walls ;  enlarge  the  opening  on  the 
lower  covered- way  battery,  and  construct  a  bridge  across  the  moat  be- 
tween the  two ;  take  up  and  relay  railroad-track,  so  as  to  better  facilitate 
the  movement  of  materials  and  armament  into  the  fort;  construct  as 
much  permanent  breast-height  wall,  to  replace  wooden  wall,  as  the  bal- 
ance of  appropriation  will  permit. 

Fort  Saint  Philip^  Mississippi  River,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt  C* 
W.HofceU,  Corps  of  Engineers. — During  the  past  fiscal  year  three  maga- 
zines were  built  and  three  traverses  completed  up  to  the  crown  of  tbe 
arches;  foundation  of  sally-port  was  completed  and  weighted;  two 
irooden  platforms  were  put  down ;  foundations  prepared  for  two  per- 
manent platforms,  and  excavations  made  for  seven 'more.  The  wharf 
was  extended  32  leet  and  repaired ;  a  brick  drain  was  built  for  drainage 
of  magazine  in  northeast  battery.  The  military  reservation  was  resur- 
veyed,  and  the  boundary-line  marked  with  stone  monuments. 

Ho  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $25,000 

During  the  next  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  three  maga- 
zine-traverses in  upper  battery ;  complete  sally-port  and  traverse ;  pro- 
vide and  put  down  as  many  permanent  platforms  and  construct  as  much 
permanent  breast-height  wall  as  the  appropriation  will  perpiit. 

Fort  Livingston^  Barataria  Bay,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt.  C.  W. 
Hatcdl,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  barbette- work  is  situated  on  the  west- 
ern end  of  Grand  Terre  Island,  at  the  entrance  to  Barataria  Bay.  It 
guards  the  only  approach  to  !N'ew  Orleans  by  vessels  drawing  7  feet  or 
less,  airaiiable  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  Bi ver.  It  also  secures 
a  safe  anchorage  and  harbor  of  refuge  for  our  own  light-draught  coast- 
ers in  time  of  war. 
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Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  no  operations  have  been  carried  on,  exce|>fc 
for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1877. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  at  Fort  Pointy  entrance  to  San  Francisco  Harbor.  California,  f  w 
charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  8.  Stetcartj  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  is  one  of 
the  principal  works  for  the  defense  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  San 
Francisco,  through  the  Golden  Gate,  the  approatihes  to  this  entrance 
and  the  inner  waters  of  this  passage.  The  breast-height  walls  for  sijs: 
heavy  guns  have  been  completed,  and  the  concrete  foandations  for  two 
heavy-gnn  platforms  pat  in  place.  A  drain  has  been  constracted  at 
south  end  of  battery  6 — 7.  In  all,  making  475 J  cubic  yards  of  masonry. 
There  have  been  embanked  in  parapets  and  traverses  8,365  cubic  yards 
of  earth,  and  there  have  been  placed  on  the  slopes  3,777  square  yards 
of  sodding.  The  doors  have  been  finished  and  hung  in  seven  traverse- 
magazines.  The  usual  miscellaneous  repairs  of  buildings,  bulkheads, 
fences,  roads,  &c.,  have  been  made. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1877. 
Appropriation  asjjed  for  next  fiscal  year $C0, 000 

Fort  at  Lime  Point,  San  Francisco  Harbor^  California^  in  charge  of  MaJ. 
Oeorge  H.  Mendell,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  fort,  with  its  detached 
earthen  barbette  works,  at  Point  Cavallo,  Lime  Point  Ridge,  and  Grav- 
elly Beach,  constitute  the  defenses  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  San 
Francisco,  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Golden  Gate. 

No  new  battery  was  begun  during  the  year,  but  operations  were  con- 
fined to  placing  hoods  on  the  traverses  at  Point  Cavallo  battery,  and  to 
repairs  at  the  Ridge  and  Gravelly  Beach  batteries,  together  with  essen- 
tial repairs  to  the  roads  and  to  the  breakwater. 

The  platform  spaces  between  the  timbers  at  Gravelly  Beach  were 
filled  with  concrete,  consuming  98  yards.  The  platforms  were  painted 
and  the  terreplein  graded.  The  parapet  of  one  of  the  guns  at  the  Ridge 
battery,  where  there  is  a  heavy  filling,  having  settled,  2,100  yards  of 
material  was  added.  No  platforms  were  laid  in  this  battery,  but  the 
timbers  for  five  wooden  platforms  were  prepared  for  laying. 

The  hoods  and  adjacent  portions  of  parapets  and  slopes  in  the  Point 
Cavallo  battery  were  sodded.  Four  thousand  yards  of  earthwork  and 
2,535  square  yards  of  sodding  were  laid  on  the  hoods  and  parapets  of 
the  batteries. 

To  complete  these  three  batteries,  there  remain  to  build  7  breast-height 
walls  in  Point  Cavallo  battery  and  to  lay  17  platforms.  In  the  Ridge 
battery,  5  platforms  remain  to  be  laid. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $80,000 

Fort  on  Alcatraz  Island^  San  Francisco  Harbor j  California,  i»  charge  of 
Maj.  George  H.Mendelly  Corpsof  Engineers. — This  work  occupies  a  valuable 
position  for  the  defense  ot  the  entrance  to  and  the  inner  waters  of  the 
harbor  of  San  Francisco,  covering  the  whole  ot  a  rocky  island,  the  shores 
of  which  rise  abruptly  from  the  water  to  a  height  sufficient  to  secure  it 
from  surprise.  The  fortifications  have  from  their  inception  consisted 
chiefly  of  open  barbette  batteries  for  the  heaviest  guns. 

Two  magazines  and  bomb-proofs  have  been  built  during  the  year. 
One  has  been  covered  and  sodded  and  the  other  nearly  covered.  Three 
adjacent  wings  of  the  breast-height  wall,  necessary  to  sustain  the  hoods 
of  the  traverses,  have  been  built.  A  part  of  the  sewer  from  the  defen- 
sive barrack  was  rebuilt,  it  having  been  broken  in  the  excavation  for  one 
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of  the  magazines.    Tti'o  drains  in  batteries  10  and  12  were  also  built  or 
extended.    The  wbarf  was  repaired  with  new  piles. 

The  principal  items  of  work  done  in  the  past  year  are  as  follows, 
namely:  Excavation,  36,366  cabic  yards;  sodding,  876  square  yards; 
plastering,  1,331  square  yards  5  brick  masonry,  9  yards,  and  concrete, 
1,150  yards. 

The  operations  of  the  present  fiscal  year  will  be  mainly  in  excavation 
hy  prisoners  ander  charge  of  a  kind  overseer. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  eudiog  June  30,  1677. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Batteriesat  Point  San  Josi^  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California^  in  charge  of 
Lieut  CoL  C  S,  Stewart^  Corps  of  Engineer's. — These  temporary  batteries 
are  in  an  unserviceable  condition ;  the  timber  platforms  and  revetments 
and  timbers  of  the  magazines  are  rotten  and  falling  to  pieces.  No  work 
was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  and  none  is  contemplated  during 
the  present  year. 

Batteri^  on  Angel  Island,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California,  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  CoL  C.  S.  Stewart,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^These  three  temporary  earth- 
vorks, constructed  during  the  late  war,  are  essentially  unserviceable; 
tbe  platforms  are  decayed,  and  most  of  the  carriages  have  been  con- 
demned. It  is  not  intended  to  commence  the  construction  of  batteries 
of  a  permanent  character  projected  to  replace  them  until  more  advanced 
points  of  the  exterior  line  of  defense  are  fortified. 

Fort  at  San  Diego,  CaL,  in  charge  of  Lieut  CoL  C,  S.  Steicart,  Corps  of 
Engineers. — This  work  is  situated  on  Ballast  Point,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  and  harbor  of  San  Diego,  and  commands  the  channel  of  entrance 
thereto. 

No  work  wa5  done  at  this  work  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  there  hav- 
ing been  no  appropriation  made  therefor.  A  warchmaii  was  em[»loyed 
throughout  the  year  to  care  for  the  work  and  public  property  pertaining 
thereto.    The  work  and  property  are  in  fair  condition. 

>'u  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  ld77. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000 

Defenses  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Bicer,  Oregon,  in  charge  of  Maj,  N. 
MichUr,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  December  28,  1875  ;  since  that  date  in 
charge  of  Maj.  tfohn  M.  Wilson,  Corps  of  Engineers. — These  defenses  con- 
sist of  Fort  Stevens,  Point  Adams,  Oregon,  on  the  south  side,  and  Fort 
Caubv,  Cape  Hancock,  Washington  Territory,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
eotrance  to  the  river.  These  works  are  earthen  barbette  batteries,  and 
constitute  the  only  defenses  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Blver. 

Fort  Canby. — ^The  three  batteries  require  extensive  repairs;  two  of 
the  service-magazines  are  unfit  for  use ;  the  wooden  revetments  and 
platforms  are  rapidly  decaying ;  the  roads  leading  to  the  batteries  should 
be  repaired.  During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  magazine  of  the  west  bat- 
tery has  been  rebuilt,  two  10-inch-gun  platforms  in  the  east  battery  have 
been  rebuilt,  and  new  revetments  placed  in  front  of  them. 

Fort  Stevens. — ^This  work  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  condition;  the 
wooden  revetments  have  badly  decayed  5  the  breast-heigbt  walls  have 
given  way  and  the  traverses  are  in  ruins ;  the  platforms  and  magazines 
need  repairs,  and  the  drainage  of  the  ditch  requires  attention.  Duriiig 
the  past  fiscal  year  a  new  platform  has  been  constructed  for  tbe  15-inch 
gm  and  the  revetment  in  front  renewed.  The  revetment  has  also  been 
renewed  in  front  of  one  10-inch  and  three  8-inch  guns,  and  the  earth- 
work adjacent  graded  and  sodded.    Surveys  have  been  made  of  Sand 
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Island,  Point  Adams,  Clatsop  Spit,  and  the  swash  channel,  and  charts 
prepared. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  ld77. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year |20,000 

BOARDS   OF  ENGINEERS. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications^  stationed  in  New  York  City, 
consisting  of  Col.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Col.  Z.  B.  Tower,  and  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G-. 
Wright,  and,  for  the  time  being,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  defenses 
under  consideration,  has,  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  been  chiefly  engaged 
upon  plans  for  casemated  work  with  iron  shields,  to  occupy  the  present 
site  of  Fort  Lafayette,  2^ew  York  Harbor;  for  modification  of  proposed 
exterior  batteries  at  Fort  Taylor,  Florida ;  for  revision  of  proposed  bat- 
teries at  Points  Blunt  and  Knox,  and  Camp  Reynolds,  and  for  occupation 
of  Point  San  Jos^,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California;  for  modification  of 
proposed  batteries  for  defense  of  Dutch  Island,  Ehode  Island ;  for  bat- 
tery for  defense  of  Tybee  Eoads,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  River, 
Georgia;  and  for  barracks  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia. 

Reports  have  also  been  made  upon  the  following  subjects :  Of  repairs  of 
injuries  to  the  cover-face  of  Fort  Taylor,  Florida,  and  construction  neces- 
sary to  prevent  its  further  damage  by  storms;  of  proposed  defenses  of 
Galveston,  Tex.;  of  allowing  the  use  of  the  Government  buildings  on 
Cockspur  Island,  or  of  the  site  for  proposed  defenses  on  Tybee  Island, 
Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  a  naval  station ;  in  reference  to  the  adaptation 
of  the  Gatling-gun  carriage  to  flank  embrasures ;  as  to  the  disposition 
of  a  casemate  shield  on  store  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  and  of  carriage  recom- 
mended for  the  10-inch  guns  now  being  converted  by  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment into  8-inch  rifles.  Reports  and  drawings  have  been  submitted 
showing  proposed  arrangement  of  torpedo  lines  for  the  harbors  of  Port- 
land, Me.,  Portsmouth,  K.  H.,  Boston,  Mass.,  New  London,  Conn., 
Charleston,  S.  C,  of  Patapsco  River,  Md,,  Newport  Harbor,  R.  I.,  Dntch 
Island,  R.  I.,  Potomac  River,  Md.,  Hampton  Roads,  Ya.,  Savannah  River, 
Ga.,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.  During 
the  month  of  March,  1876,  Generals  Tower  and  Wright  inspected  the 
defenses  at  Key  West  and  Tortugas,  Fla.,  *' notes"  of  which  inspection 
were  submitted  May  3.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  board  has  had 
under  consideration  the  defense  of  the  Hussey's  Sound  entrance  to  Port- 
land Harbor,  Me.,  and  plans  of  batteries  to  command  this  entrance  and 
the  inner  anchorage  are  ia  progress. 

TORPEDO   DEFENSE. 

In  this  connection,  Maj.  H.  L.  Abbot,  in  command  of  the  engineer  bat- 
talion and  the  post  of  Willet's  Point,  is  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  board, 
and  the  executive  officer  by  whom  the  experiments  have  mainly  been 
made  and  the  details  of  our  system  worked  out. 

In  the  last  annual  report  so  complete  a  general  summary  of  the  scope 
of  the  trials  now  making  for  the  development  of  the  torpedo  as  an 
auxiliary  in  harbor  defense  was  given,  that  it  is  only  needful  here  to 
refer  to  that  paper,  and  to  recapitulate  the  progress  made  during  the 
past  year. 

Experiments  with  the  iron  target  have  been  continued  with  results 
which  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows:  Five  shots  were  fired,  viz, 
50  pounds  of  dynamite  30  feet  below  the  bottom  of  target  and  5  feet 
horizontally  from  one  of  its  angles ;  75  pounds  30  feet  below  the  bottom 
and  8  feet  horizontally  from  an  angle;  100  pounds  in  a  position  similar 
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to  tbe  last;  100  poanda  30  feet  below  the  bottom  and  vertically  under 
an  edge ;  and,  lastly,  100  pounds  20  feet  below  the  bottom  and  vertically 
ander  another  edge.  Tbe  last  shot  sunk  the  target,  and  when  it  was 
raised  and  examined,  the  whole  structure  was  found  to  be  so  weakened 
that  extensive  repairs  have  been  necessary.  The  plug  indications  have 
been  of  a  character  to  give  much  valuable  data  concerning  the  several 
shots,  as  has  been  already  reported  in  detail.  The  target  has  been  put 
in  perfect  order  and  the  trials  will  soon  be  resumed. 

The  experiments  with  the  torpedo-crate  have  been  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination,  as  follows :  30  pounds  of  dynamite  were  exploded 
withoQt  doing  any  injury  except  deeply  corrugating  the  buoys.  Fifty 
pounds  collapsed  the  latter,  as  was  expected,  letting  crate  down ;  but  it 
was  raised  uninjured,  lb  was  then  placed  on  the  bottom,  in  19  feet  of 
water,  and  40*pounds  exploded  without  injury.  It  was  again  placed  on 
.  the  bottom,  in  13  feet  of  water,  and  100  pounds  were  exploded,  effectually 
breaking  up  the  apparatus,  in  all  these  shots  the  plugs  were  safely  re- 
covered, and  their  indications,  in  connection  with  those  of  former  shots, 
supply  all  the  data  which  tbe  experiments  were  designed  to  secure. 

A  series  of  severe  trials  of  torpedo-cases  to  determine  their  strength 
to  resist  the  blows  of  large  steamers  moving  at  high  rate  of  speed  have 
been  carried  out  with  very  satisfactory  results.  All  parts  of  the  system 
perfectly  fulfilled  their  functions.  The  exact  time  of  each  blow  was 
aatomatically  recorded,  and  the  guard  was  electrically  notified  not  only 
of  each  contact,  but  also  whether  it  caused  any  injury. 

Experiments  directed  to  improving  the  manufacture  of  the  cases  have 
proved  successful,  and  all  bolts  and  nuts  are  now  avoided  in  their  con- 
struction. A  perfect  disconnecter  has  been  devised  by  Migor  Abbot, 
who  has  also  improved  his  circuit-closer,  so  that  without  extra  expense 
it  serves  now  equally  well  as  a  circuit-breaker.  Many  severe  tests  have 
shown  it  to  combine  certainty  of  action  with  great  simplicity  and  trifling 
cost. 

A  ground  torpedo,  rendered  unserviceable  b}'  a  crack,  was  planted  in 
the  autumn,  charged  with  200  pounds  of  dynamite.  After  remaining 
sabmerged  for  six  months,  with  the  charge  thoroughly  wet,  and  most  of 
the  time  frozen,  it  was  fired  with  tremendous  effect  on  the  first  trial,  the 
temperature  of  the  water  being  still  below  the  freezing-point  of  nitro- 
glycerine. 

Several  new  forms  of  battery  have  been  subjected  to  careful  measure- 
nents,  with  valuable  results,  and  much  other  laboratory  investigation 
has  been  successfully  carried  out.  Incidentally,  the  general  theory  of 
simultaneous  ignition  of  mines  has  received  a  mathematical  and  expe- 
rimental study,  which  has  developed  the  principles  which  should  govern 
the  engineer  in  arranging  the  connections  and  determining  the  mini- 
mom  battery-power.  The  value  of  this  investigation  for  many  works  of 
internal  improvement  is  apparent. 

Good  progress  in  preparing  the  Torpedo  Manual  has  been  made  by 
Major  Abbot,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  important  work  will  be  com- 
pleted during  the  coming  season. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  would  repeat  its  opinion,  fully  stated  last 
year,  that  tbe  system  of  applying  torpedoes  to  harbor  defense  has  now 
reached  so  high  a  degree  of  perfection,  that  it  is  urgently  necessary  to 
provide  a  large  number  of  engineer  soldiers  instructed  in  the  details  of 
its  practical  application  to  our  harbors.  ITot  less  than  520  men  should 
be  kept  ready  for  instant  service,  a  number  which  is  considerably  less 
than  tbe  legal  organization  of  the  battalion,  although  larger  than  the 
force  now  authorized  to  be  kept  in  service. 
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For  continaing  tbe  parchase  of  Buch  parts  of  the  torpedo-material  as 
cannot  saddenly  be  procured  in  case  of  war,  an  appropriation  of  $150,000 
is  recommended. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  Pacific  Coast  daring  the  past  fiscal 
year  has  consisted  of  Lieut.  Gol.  B.  IS.  Alexander,  Lieut.  Gol.  G.  S. 
Stewart,  and  Maj.  George  H.  Mendell.  Lieut.  Gol.  E.  S.  Williamson 
was  assigned  as  a  member  of  this  board  by  special  orders  No.  6,  dated 
Headquarters  Gorps  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  G.,  January  18, 1876, 
and  has  acted  in  that  capacity  ever  since. 

During  the  year  the  board  has  acted  and  reported  upon  consideration 
of  project,  report  and  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  San  Diego 
Harbor;  consideration  of  encroachments  of  Golumbia  Eiver  and  the 
sea  on  the  shore  of  Point  Adams,  threatening  the  site  of  Fort  Stevens, 
Oregon;  report  concerning  sea-wall  at  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  Gal.; 
consideration  of  and  report  on  the  filling  up  of  the  channels  of  the 
Columbia  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Point  Adams,  Oregon ;  studies  on  the 
subject  of  a  harbor  of  refuge  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  report  on  the 
value  to  the  United  States  of  certain  lands  adjacent  to  San  Diego. 

BATTALION  OF  ENGINEERS  AND  ENGINEER  DEPOTS. 

Battalion  of  engineers^  commamUd  by  Maj,  Henry  L.  Abbot,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neersj  headquarters  Willefs  Point,  eastern  entrance  to  J^ew  Tork  Har- 
bor. 

The  strength  of  the  engineer  battalion  on  June  30, 1876,  was  sixteen 
comissioned  otficers  and  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  enlisted  men. 

The  companies  were  stationed  and  commanded  as  follows ;  At  Wil- 
lefs Point,  Gompany  A,  Gapt.  James  Mercur ;  Gompany  B,  First  Lieut. 
J.  B,  Quinn ;  Gompany  0,  Gapt.  W.  R.  Livermore ;  Gompany  D,  (a  skele- 
ton organization,)  First  Lieut.  Edgar  W.  Bass,  battalion  adjutant. 

At  West  Point,  Gompany  B,  Gapt.  O.  H.  Ernst,  also  instructor  in 
])ractical  engineering  at  the  Military  Academy  and  ex  officio  member  of 
tbe  academic  board. 

Detachments  have  served  as  follows :  Department  of  the  Missouri, 
three  non-commissioned  officers  and  four  privates ;  Department  of  Dako- 
ta, two  non-commissioned  officers  and  live  privates ;  under  Lieutenant 
Wheeler,  on  the  surveys  of  the  Territories,  two  privates;  at  the  Genten- 
uial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia,  one  commissioned  officer,  three  nou- 
commissioned  officers,  and  seven  privates. 

Eecruitiug  has  remained  discontinued,  the  only  exception  being  re- 
enlistments,  and  enlistments  at  West  Point  for  Gompany  E  to  supply 
vacancies  in  its  numbers.  During  the  year  thirteen  men  were  enlisted, 
thirty-five  were  re-enlisted,  thirteen  deserted,  and  three  were  appre- 
hended from  desertion. 

The  duties  of  the  battalion  have  consisted  in  guarding  the  depot,  and 
remodeling  public  buildings  at  Willet's  Point,  and  receiving  and  issuing 
the  property  as  ordered ;  in  instructing  the  cadets  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy in  field  engineering,  including  military  signaling ;  in  experiment- 
ally developing  the  details  of  the  torpedo  service,  and  performing  the 
labor  required  to  carry  out  the  approved  project  of  trials  therefor ;  in 
drilling  in  field  fortification,  military  bridge-making,  field  reconnais- 
sance, photography,  target  practice,  and  infantry  tactics.  The  detach- 
ments in  the  Indian  country  have  been  employed  in  military  map-mak- 
ing, under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  serving  with  the 
troops  in  those  departments,  and  their  efficiency  and  usefulness  have 
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received  high  commendation.  During  three  years,  24,044  miles  of  re- 
connaissance have  been  made  and  the  results  mapped  by  these  enlisted 
men  of  engineers. 

The  officers  serving  with  the  companies  have  opportunities  not  only 
to  learn  their  military  duties  in  the  field,  and  in  planting  and  operating 
tbe  torpedo  defenses  of  the  coast,  bub  also  to  acquire  familiarity  with 
many  other  duties  of  the  corps,  such  as  astronomy,  hypsometry,  current 
measurements,  surveying,  &;c.  In  fine,  service  with  the  battalion  is 
made  to  take  the  place  of  the  more  formal  schools  of  application  com- 
mon with  other  nations  in  fitting  officers  for  the  wide  range  of  duties 
assigned  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

In  our  service,  as  in  that  of  Great  Britain  and  other  nations,  the  duty 
of  devising  and  perfecting  a  system  of  torpedo-defense  to  be  used  in 
combination  with  the  forts,  and  of  practically  applying  it  in  case  of  war, 
has  been  assigned  to  the  engineer  troops.  The  legal  organization  of 
the  battalion,  752  enlisted  men,  is  sufficient  to  warrant  a  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that,  with  the  needful  material  in  store,  this  highly  important 
duty  will  be  satisfactorily  performed.  Under  existing  orders  issued  at 
the  recent  reduction  of  the  Army,  the  force  authorized  to  be  kept  in 
service  is  fixed  at  200  men,  a  number  quite  insufficient  to  afford  any 
proper  grounds  for  believing  that  even  our  more  important  sea-ports 
eonld  be  properly  protected  by  torpedoes  in  time  to  prevent  their  de- 
strnction.  Every,  effort  is  now  making  to  thoronghly  prepare  the  men 
for  these  duties,  which  involve  long  training  and  higher  intelligence 
than  it  is  common  to  find  in  the  ranks.  Individual  records  are  kept 
showing  the  qualifications  of  each  man  as  determined  by  his  instructors 
from  his  regular  drills  and  exercises.  But  still  the  fact  remains  that 
the  force  is  too  small  to  perform  the  responsible  duties  assigned  to  it, 
and  I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  urge  that  the  organization  may  be  re- 
cruited to  520  men,  the  number  judged  to  be  the  minimum  consistent 
with  a  reasonable  state  of  preparation  for  unexpected  hostilities.  This 
number  is  bat  little  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  maximum  fixed  by  law, 
and  no  increase  in  the  legal  organization  is,  therefore,  needed. 

Engineer  post  and  depot  at  Willefs  Pointy  Keio  York  HarboTj  com- 
manded by  Maj.  Henry  L,  Ahbot^  Corps  of  Engineers. — Willet's  Point  is 
the  principal  engineer-depot  of  the  Army,  where  are  stored,  ready  for 
issue,  the  torpedo-material  for  the  defense  of  our  coast ;  the  bridge-trains 
and  equipage  of  the  Army ;  siege  and  mining  tools  ;  surveying  and  as- 
tronomical instruments  for  works  of  internal  improvement  and  military 
reconnaissance  ;  and,  in  general,  all  reserve  supplies  for  the  use  of  the 
engineer  service.  This  property  is  stored  in  suitable  buildings,  and  is 
goarded  and  issued  as  required,  by  engineer  troops. 

The  post  has  become  a  useful  school  of  application,  where  officers  and 
men  have  the  needed  facilities  for  learning  the  practical  details  of  the 
torpedo  service  as  applied  to  the  defense  of  harbors  and  rivers  ;  the 
ordinary  duties  of  engineer  troops  in  campaign,  including  military- 
bridge-making,  field  fortifications,  military  reconnaissance,  field  pho- 
tography, and  infantry  tactics,  and  also  many  of  the  civil  duties  of  the 
corps,  such  as  field  astronomy,  the  measurement  of  currents,  barome- 
tric hypsometry,  the  use  of  surveying  instruments,  etc.,  etc. 

The  general- post  and  depot  buildings  are  completed,  but  a  fire-proof 
building  for  use  as  a  torpedo-laboratory  is  greatly  needed.  The  impor- 
tance of  an  economical  use  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  torpedo 
service  has  been  steadily  kept  in  view,  and  the  money  has  been  stricty 
applied  to  the  investigations  needful  for  perfecting  the  details  of  the 
apparatus  and  to  the  purchase  of  the  most  essential  articles  for  storage 
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in  case  of  war.  An  old  wooden  carpenter's  shop  was  fitted  up  as  a 
temporary  laboratory ;  and,  in  fine,  no  expenditures  on  buildings  for 
purposes  of  instruction  or  of  convenient  manipulation  have  been  made. 
Much  valuable  apparatus  has  thus  accumulated,  where  it  is  in  constant 
danger  of  destruction  by  fire.  Winter  instruction  is  restricted  on  ac- 
count of  deficient  accommodations,  and  the  time  has  come  when  ordi- 
nary prudence  requires  that  a  suitable  building  should  be  provided. 
The  project  includes  an  electrical  laboratory,  a  chemical  laboratory,  a 
library-room,  a  galvanometer-room,  a  model-operating  room,  two  tor- 
pedo-museum rooms,  one  public  and  the  other  confidential,  and  a  cellar 
for  storage  of  acids,  &;c.  The  estimated  cost  is  $20,000 ;  and  I  urgently 
request  that  this  amount  may  be  appropriated. 

To  continue  the  torpedo  trials,  inaugurated  to  perfect  the  details  of 
this  most  important  branch  of  sea-coast  defense,  and  for  training  the 
engineer  troops  in  practically  applying  it,  an  appropriation  of  $10,000 
is  asked. 

For  the  purchase  of  materials  for  instructing  the  engineer  troops  Iq 
field  engineering,  the  usual  appropriation  of  $1,000  is  asked. 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  depot,  such  as  remodeling  x>onton- 
trains,  repairing  instruments,  purchasing  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  chemi- 
cals, extra-duty  pay  for  soldiers  engaged  in  special  skilled  labor,  such  as 
wheelwright  work,  printing,  binding,  photographing,  and  lithographing^ 
engineer  documents,  &c.,  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  is  needed. 

Estimate  of  funds  requwed  far  Battalion  of  Engineers  and  engineer  depot  at  Willel^s  Point 
X,  Y,yfor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

For  purchase  of  engineer-materials  to  continue  the  present  coarse  of  instrao- 
tiou  of  the  battalion  in  field  en^ineerin{( (1,000 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  depot,  such  as  remodeling  ponton- trains, 
repairing  instruments,  purchasing  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  chemicals,  extra- 
duty  pay  for  soldiers  engaged  in  special  skilled  labor,  such  as  wheelwright 
work,  printing,  binding,  photographing,  and  lithographing  engineer  doca- 
meuts,  &c 3,000 

To  continue  the  torpedo  trials,  inaugurated  to  perfect  the  details  of  this  most 
important  branch  of  sea-coast  defense,  and  for  training  the  engineer  troops 
in  practically  applying  it 10,000 

For  a  fire-proof  building  for  an  electrical  laboratory^  library-room,  galvanome- 
ter-room, model-torpedo  operating-room,  confidential  torpedo-museum,  public 
torpedo-museum,  chemical  laboratory,  and  cellar  for  storage  of  acids,  &c....  20,000 

Total 34.000 

RIVER    AND    HARBOR    IMPROVEMENT. 

The  ^^  act  making  appropriations  for  the  repair,  preservation,  and 
completion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  March  3, 1875,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  18,  part  3, 
page  456,)  provided  for  15C  works  of  improvement,  in  sums  varying  from 
$I,()00  to  $500,000,  and  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  more  than 
$6,500,000. 

Including  the  balance  of  previous  appropriations,  the  sum  available 
on  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  for  the  several  works  was  $8,661,575.52.  And 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  $6,271,009.19  were  ex- 
pended. 

A  brief  account  of  each  work,  together  with  a  money  statement  giv- 
ing an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  required  for  completion  of  pro- 
lect,  and  also  the  amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  upon  the 
work  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  is  given  below ;  but  for 
a  more  detailed  account  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  officers  in 
ch}»rg<^,  to  be  found  in  the  appendix. 
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Section  2  of  the  act  required  that  examinations  or  surveys,  or  both, 
be  made  at  forty-six  specified  points  and  localities.  Owing  to  the  lim- 
ited amount  of  funds  it  was  not  practicable  to  make  in  all  cases  such 
surveys  as  are  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  projects  of  improve- 
ment with  detailed  estimates  of  cost,  but  in  each  case  an  examination 
or  general  survey  has  been  made  and  the  results,  as  far  as  received, 
were  submitted  during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Some  of  these 
reports  were  printed,  but  for  convenience  of  reference  all  are  again  sub- 
mitted, and  may  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  act  approved  March  3,  1875,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  18,  part  3, 
page  610,)  for  the  further  security  of  navigation  on  the  Mississippi 
Eiver,  directed  that  an  inquiry  be  made — 

Into  the  expediency  of  canBiDfi^  shear-booms  to  be  placed  on  the  npper  end  of  all  or 
any  bridge-piers  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  for  the  better  secarity  and  convenience  of 
the  navigation  of  said  river  for  rafts  of  logs  and  timber,  with  specific  report  In  each 


A  board  of  oflScers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  has  been  constituted 
and  is  now  engaged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  subject.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  report  will  be  submitted  during  the  next  session  of  Gou- 


Of  the  amounts  appropriated  for  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors 
by  the  act  approved  August  14,  1876,  certain  allotments  have  been 
made  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of 
September  4,  limiting  the  expenditures  under  the  act  to  $2,000,000,  and 
directing  that  no  new  work  of  improvement  should  be  begun. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  these  allotments  in  detail : 


Work. 


Allotment 


Bemarks. 


For  the  improvement  of  the  Boston  Harbor, 

MaaaacfanBetts. 
Jor  removio^  obatmotiona  in  the  East  River 

•ad  Hell  Gate,  New  York. 

For  tke  improvement  of  Hcdaon  River 

for  the  improvement  of  the  Delaware  River 

bdow  Petty*s  laland. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Schnylkil]  River, 

Peooaylvania^ 
For  the  oonstmction  of  piers  in  Delaware  Bay, 

near  Lewea,  Del. 

For  the  improvement  of  tho  harbor  at  Balti- 

iBorBfHd. 
For  the  improvement  of  Cape  Fear  River, 

North  Carolina. 
For  the  improvement  of  tho  harbor  at  Charles* 

too.S.C. 
Por  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Savan- 
nah. Ga. 
For  the  impiovenient  of  the  month  of  the  Mis- 

simippi  River. 
Fornrreys  at  South  Faaa  of  the  Mississippi 

Kirer4n  ccmnection  with  oonstmction  of  )et- 

tiea,  &&,  by  James  B.  Eads. 
For  eootinnmi;  the  improvement  on  the  outer 

bar  at  GalvMton,  Tex. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Mls- 

aoori,  and  Arkansaa  Rivers. 
For  the  impn»vement  of  the  Mississippi  River 

between  the  mouths  of  the  Illinois  and  Ohio 

RiTera. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the 

Misaisoippi  River  opposite  the  city  of  Saint 

l4>uis,  Mo. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  Rap- 
ids. MiHsissippi  River. 
For  the  improvement  of  Rock  Island  Rapids, 

HiaHissippi  River. 


fSO,000 

S2S3.000 

25,000 
35,000 

15,000 

1,500 

40,000 
110,000 
5.000 
85,000 
90,000 
15,000 

53,800 
50,000 
181, 000 

85,000 

115, 000 
10, 000 


Presorvatian  of  materials.  An  indispensa- 
ble part  of  the  Delaware  breakwater 
harbor. 


Snagging  and  wrecking  operations. 
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Work. 


,  Allotment 


Remarks. 


For  the  improvement  of  tLe  Upper  MisaU- 

aippi  Kiver. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Falls  of  Saint 

Anthony,  Minueaota. 
For  the  annnal  expense  of  j^an^ng  the  waters 

of  the  lower  Mississippi,  its  tributaries,  &c. 
For  removinj;;  raft  in  Ked  River  and  closing 

Tones  Bayoa,  Louisiana. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  River 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Groat  Kanawha 
River,  West  Virginia. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Illinois  River, 
Illinois. 

For  the  improvement  of  Oakland  Harbor,  Cal- 
ifornia. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Lower  Willa- 
mette and  Columbia  Rivers. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wiscon- 
sin Rivers. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Green 
Bay,  Wis. 

For  tne  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Hilwaa- 
kee.  Wis. 

For  tlie  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Chi- 
cago, 111. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  refuge. 
Lake  Haron,  Michigan. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Saginaw  River, 
Michigan. 

For  the  Improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

For  a  breakwater  at  Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio.. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Erie, 
Pa. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Boilklo, 
N.Y. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Oswego, 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Connecticut  River 
below  Hartford,  Conn. 

For  the  improvement  of  James  River,  Vir- 
ginia. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Appomattox 
River,  Virginia. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Dn 
Luth,  Minn. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  natural  entrance 
to  Superior  Bay,  Wisconsin. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Onton- 
agon, Mich. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Mar< 
quette,  Mich. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Ahna- 
pee.Wi8. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Two 
Rivers,  Wis. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  haibor  at  Manito- 
woc, Wis. 

For  the  inrprovement  of  the  harbor  of  She- 
boygan, Wis. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Calumet,  111. 

For  the  irojorovement  of  the  harbor  at  White 
River,  Mich. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Grand 
Haven,  Mich. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sauga- 
tnck,  Mich. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  South 
Haven,  Mich. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Saint 
Joseph's,  Mich . 

For  the  improvement  of  An  Sable  River, 
Michigan. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  San- 
dusky City,  Ohio. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Ver- 
million, Ohio. 

For  the  improvement  of  Fairport  Harbor 
Ohio. 


$10,000 

71,000 

.5,000 

35,000 

120,000 
130,000 

15,000 

10,000 

35,000 

30,000 

120,000 

3,000 

5,000 

1.000 

75,000 

11,000 

SS,500 

10,000 
15,000 

45,000 

25,000 

90,000 

40.000 

15.000 

6,000 

500 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

•5.000 

3,000 

1.000 

1.000 

15.000 

1,500 
3,500 
8.000 
1,000 
13,500 


Muscle  Shonls,  $115,000.    Upper  Tennes- 
see, 115,000. 


Indispensable  to  protect  the  work. 
Repair  of  piers  to  protect  the  work. 


Indispensably  necessary   to  protect   the 

piers. 
Indispensably  necessaxy  to  protect    the 

work. 
Indispensablv  necessary  to   protect    the 

work,  and  for  the  safety  of  navigation. 
Indispensable  to  protect  the  breakwater. 

Indispensable  to  protect  the  work  and  for 
the  safety  of  navigation. 

Indispensable  to  protect  the  work  and  for 
the  safety  of  navigation. 

Indispensable  to  protect  the  work — har- 
bor of  refuge. 

Indispensably  necessary  to  protect  the 
work. 


Repairs  indispensably  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  pier. 

Essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  chan- 
nel of  entrance  and  for  the   safety  oi 
navigation. 
To  secure  work  already  done— the  south 
pier. 

To  repair  north  pier  and  prevent  materia 
injury  to  it. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  piers  and  har 
bor. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  work. 

For  the  safety  of  existing  navigation. 

1,000  I  Repairs  indispensably  necessary. 

5,000  <  Repairs  indispensably  necessary  for  the 
I      preservation  of  the  work. 
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Work. 


Allotment. 


Fur  repair  of  piers  at  mouth  of  Black  River, 

•  Clio. 
Fur  Vb»  improvement  of  Oaachita   River, 

Arkaana  aod  Loaihiana. 
For  th«  imprDvomeub  of  the  Yazoo  Rivor, 

MmiMppi. 
Fur  oootiiiitiDj?  the  work  of  dredfcing  and  re- 

Bonas  obtitmctions  to  navigation  in  Cy- 

ptCM  BttyoB,  Texas. 
For  tb(*  improvement  of  Chester  River  at 

K^Dt  Idflod  Xarrowa.  Maryland. 
F«r  tbe  improvement  of  the  Upper  Willamette 

^rer.  Oref!on. 
F«r  Ike  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Michi- 
*  9tt  CitT.  IdiI. 
For  tba  improveioent  of  the  harbor  at  Bur- 

lin^CUiQ,  VL 
FttTtb^  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Prov- 

ioectowD,  Haas. 
Fur  Ike  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Oak 

Urdianl.N.Y. 


Remarks. 


Repairs  indispensably  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  work. 


For  preservation  of  boats,  machinery,  &o. 


Repairs  indispensably  necessary. 

Absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  the  channel  seonnxl  by  previous  work. 

To  secure  work  already  done— harbor  of 
refuge. 

Repairs  indispensably  necessary. 

Preservation  of  the  harbor. 


In  determining  the  amounts  to  be  allotted  to  each  work  named,  refer- 
ence has  been  had  to  the  balances  on  hand  of  previous  appropriations 
for  the  works  specified. 

All  these  improvements,  for  the  continuance  of  which  parts  of  the 
appropriations  have  been  allotted,  are,  in  my  judgment,  clearly  national. 

The  allotments  to  the  improvements  of  lesser  magnitude  and  conse- 
quence are  indispensably  necessary  to  protect  work  already  done. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  improvements  were  notified  of  the 
amoaats  allotted,  and  the  works  are  now  being  conducted  on  this  basis. 
Operations  have  not  been  commenced  upon  the  new  works  of  improve- 
meot  provided  tor  in  the  last  river  and  harbor  act. 

ATLANTIC    COAST. 

DIPBOYBMKNT  OP  BIYBBS  AND   HARBOBS  IN  THE   STATES  OF  MAINE, 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  AND  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Gol.  George  Thom,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

L  &itii^  Croix  River  J  above  the  ^^Ledge^^  Maine. — ^The  following  appro- 
priations have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  this  river, 
Tiz: 

Byactspprored  March  2, 1867 |15,000 

Byaetapproved  March  3, 1873 10,000 

By  let  approved  June  23, 1874 10,000 

Total 35,000 

The  act  of  March  2, 18C7,  contained  the  proviso  that — 

The  proYince  of  New  Bmnswick  cootribate  and  pay  to  tho  proper  disbursing  officer 
ft  like  Mim  for  said  parpose;  said  payment  bein^  made  on  condition  that  in  no  event 
iball  the  province  of  New  Bmnswick  be  callea  upon  for  more  than  half  the  sam 
ftctoilly  expended  for  said  parpose. 

An  accurate  survey  was  made  of  this  river,  under  the  direction  of 
Lieateoant-Colonel  Thom,  in  1873,  from  tho  "Ledge''  up  to  the  toll-gate, 
between  Calais  and  Saint  Stephens,  the  head  of  navigation,  and  a  pro- 
ject, with  an  estimate  for  its  improvement,  was  submitted  by  him  to 
both  governments ;  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  obstructions  to  its 
liavigation  have  been  caused  by  the  deposit  of  the  "waste"  from  tho 
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saw-mills  above,  and  that  no  law  is  in  force  for  preventing  the  continu- 
ance of  this  evil  practice,  a  correspondence  between  the  department  of 
pablic  works  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  officer  in  charge  of 
the  work  has  resulted  in  an  agreement  to  defer  any  improvement  of  this 
channel  until  they  shall  become  satisfied  that  this  practice  shall  be  per- 
manently discontinued.  The  attention  of  Congress  is  again  respectfully- 
asked  to  this  matter,  and  to  the  necessity  of  some  general  law  to  protect 
from  injury  and  obstructions  all  navigable  waters  under  the  control  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  improvement  of  which  appropriations 
have  already  been  or  may  hereafter  be  made  by  Congress. 

Amount  available  July  1,1 875 |:S4,ia5  5S 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 34,lb5  58 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  on   tbe 
part  of  the  United  States • 65,000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  1.) 

2.  Machias  River^  Maine, — The  following  appropriations  have  been 
made  by  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  viz : 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 $12,000 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1874 10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 10,000 

Total 32,000 

The  improvement  consisted  originally  in  the  removal  of  a  very  large 
and  dangerous  ledge,  (known  as  Middle  Kock,)  which  seriously  ob- 
structed the  channel  in  front  of  the  wharves  at  Machias,  and  in  the 
excavation  of  the  several  shoals  of  slabs,  edgings,  &c.,  below,  so  as  to 
obtain  a  channel  6  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low-water,  (or  Id^Q  feet  at 
ordinary  high-water,)  from  deep  water  near  East  Mac^ias  bridge  up  to 
the  wharves  at  Machias,  a  distance  of  3  miles.  This  work  required 
1,350  cubic  yards  of  rock-excavation  and  60,000  cubic  yaMs  of  dredg- 
ing. A  contract  was  made,  June  23,  1873,  for  the  removal  of  Middle 
Eock,  and  on  the  28th  of  July,  1874,  its  removal  was  completed  down 
to  an  average  depth  of  about  half  a  foot  below  the  plane  of  mean  low- 
water.  A  contract  was  made,  August  29, 1874,  for  the  partial  removal 
of  the  Middle  Ground,  situated  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  below  "  the 
falls ;"  also  for  the  removal  of  other  shoals  above  and  below  the  Middle 
Ground.  Another  contract  was  also  made.  May  13, 1875,  for  completing 
the  dredging  at  the  Middle  Ground  and  below.    On  the  1st  of  July, 

1875,  the  shoal  above  the  Middle  Ground  had  been  completed,  and  some 
progress  made  at  the  Middle  Ground.  On  the  24th  of  July,  1875,  the 
work  contracted  for  in  August,  1874,  was  completed,  whereby  the  pro- 
jected channel  was  excavated  through  the  shoal  above  the  Middle 
Ground  for  a  length  of  850  feet  and  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet, 
and  through  the  upper  part  of  the  Middle  Ground  for  a  length  of  800 
feet  and  an  average  width  of  125  feet ;  the  shoal  near  the  draw-bridge, 
three  miles  below  Machias,  was  also  removed  to  the  extent  contem- 
plated. The  dredging  contracted  for  in  May,  1875,  was  commenced 
July  5, 1876,  and  is  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  30th  of  September, 

1876.  The  dredging  under  these  two  contracts  will  open  a  channel,  to 
the  depth  required,  for  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet ;  but  as  these 
shoals  have  been  caused  chiefly  by  the  slabs,  edgings,  and  saw-dust 
from  the  saw-mills  at  and  above  Machias  Falls,  they  will,  of  coarse, 
continue  to  form,  so  long  as  the  mills  shall  bepermitted,  as  at  present, 
to  throw  their  "  waste ^  into  the  river;  so  that  the  improvement  now 
being  made  will  doubtless  be  but  temporary.    It  is  therefore  recom- 
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mended  that  no  further  appropriation  be  made  for  continuing  the 
improvement  of  this  river. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  M achias  Eiver,  Saint  Croix  River, 
and  all  other  navigable  waters  under  the  control  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  improvement  of  which  appropriations  have  been  or  hereafter 
may  be  made  by  the  United  States  Government,  be  protected  from 
iujory  and  obstraction  by  suitable  legislation. 

Amount  ayaUable  July  1, 1875 |22,011  53 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  end i ng  June  'SO^  1876 12, 661  03 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 9,350  50 

(See  Appendix  A  2.) 

3.  Penohncot  River^  Maine. — The  work  originally  projected  for  the 
improvement  of  this  consisted — 

A.  In  the  enlargement  and  straightening  of  its  channel  through  the 
several  bars  and  shoals  at  and  near  Bangor,  so  as  to  have  a  width  of 
not  less  than  200  feet  and  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  low  tide,  (25  feet  at  high 
tide,)  in  the  lowest  stages  of  the  river,  giving  about  15  feet  at  low  tide 
in  ite  ordinary  stages. 

B.  In  breaking  up  and  removing  all  the  sunken  rocks  down  to  the 
level  of  the  general  bed  of  the  river,  so  as  to  have  not  less  than  7  feet 
of  water  over  them  in  the  lowest  stages  of  the  river,  except  "Green's 
Pier  Ledge,"  so  called,  which  is  to  have  about  6  feet  of  water  over  it 
in  those  stages,  or  8  feet  at  low  tide  in  its  ordinary  stages. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  (July  1,  1875,)  the  projected 
impiovement  of  all  the  bars  and  shoals  had  been  completed,  with  the 
exception  of  the  channel  through  the  Middle  Ground  at  Bangor;  and 
all  the  sunken  rocks  had  been  broken  np  and  removed  to  the  extent 
projected,  with  the  exception  of  Green's  Pier  Ledge,  and  some  others 
discovered  in  October,  1876. 

Contracts  have  already  been  made  for  completing  all  the  dredging  on 
the  Middle  Ground,  and  for  completing  the  removal  of  Green's  Pier 
Ledge,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  all  be  completed  before  the 
close  of  the  present  season,  leaving  only  the  removal  of  the  recently- 
discovered  ledges  to  be  provided  for. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  to 
be  expended  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  at  and  near  Bucksport 
l^arrows,  (eighteen  miles  below  Bangor,)  a  survey  was  made  to  ascer- ' 
tain  the  object  of  the  appropriation,  which  resulted  in  a  project  for  the 
improvement  of  navigation  by  the  removal  of  the  middle  ground  in  front 
of  the  wharves  at  Bucksport  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low- water,  or 
22.3  feet  at  ordinary  high-water.  A  contract  was  made  for  this  work, 
after  advertising  for  proposals  therefor,  at  12^  cents  per  cnbic  yard,  and 
it  was  completed  on  the  2l8t  of  October,  1875,  by  61,910  cublic  yards  of 
dredging. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  this  work  states  that  the  throwing  of  saw-dust 
into  this  river  is  still  continued  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  to  the  serious 
detriment  of  its  navigation.  In  view  of  this,  and  of  the  fact  that  several 
other  navigable  rivers  in  his  district,  now  being  improved  by  the  United 
States  Government,  are  also  being  injured  by  the  throwing  in  of  slabs, 
edgings,  and  saw-dust,  by  the  building  of  piers  and  bridge-draws  in 
improper  places,  and  otherwise,  he  suggests  the  passage  of  some  general 
lav  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  all  navigable  waters  under 
^the  control  of  the  United  States  Government,  for  the  improvement  of 
which  Congress  has  already  or  may  hereafter  make  appropriations. 

Amonnt  avaUablo  July  1,  1875 $68,885  18 

Amonnt  expended  duriug  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 23, 840  90 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


40  REPORT   OP   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $1,022  doe  on  contracts $45,044  2S 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10,000  OO 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6,000  OO 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1873.      6, 000  OO 

(See  Appendix  A  3.) 

4.  Camden  Harbor^  Maine. — All  the  work  projected  for  the  improve 
ment  of  this  harbor  has  been  completed  dariQg  the  past  fiscal  year, 
being  as  follows,  viz : 

Eegalating  the  entrance,  by  dredging  between  Portland  steamer 
and  Sanford's  steamer  wharves,  and  dredging  a  channel  2,000  feet  long-, 
80  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  (or  16J  feet  at  mean 
high-water,)  from  said  entrance  np  to  the  upper  wharves  on  the  east 
side  of  the  harbor;  and  another  channel  of  same  depth,  and  for  a  widtli 
of  80  to  100  feet,  connecting  with  the  eastern  channel  near  the  lime-kiln 
wharf,  extending  up  to  the  head  of  the  harbor  on  its  western  side. 

In  1873,  the  eastern  channel  and  the  entrance  to  it  were  opened  to  a 
depth  of  7  to  9  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  for  a  width  of  50  to  lOO 
feet,  extending  from  the  9-foot  curve,  near  the  Portland  steamer  whai-f, 
up  to  the  head  of  the  wharves  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  harbor,  alto- 
gether a  distance  of  about  2,000  feet.  Under  the  appropriations  since 
made,  two  contracts  were  made  for  completing  the  dredging,  which  was 
accomplished  on  the  30th  of  September,  1875,  82,199  cubic  yards  of 
dredging  having  been  done  under  those  two  contracts,  making  altogether 
104,952  cubic  yards  of  dredging  done  for  the  improvement  of  this  har- 
bor and  in  completion  of  same. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $19,393  30 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 19, 393  30 

(See  Appendix  A  4.) 

5.  Kennebec  River,  Maine. — All  the  work  projected  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  removal 
of  Dry  Eock,  situated  in  The  l^arrows,  about  one  and  one-half  miles  be- 
low Eichmond.  From  Richmond  up  to  Gardiner,  a  distance  of  eleven 
miles,  the  channel  has  been  made  safe  and  navigable  for  a  width  of  not 
less  than  100  feet  and  for  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  low  tide  (or  15^  feet  at 
high  tide)  in  its  lowest  summer  stages ;  and  from  Gardiner  to  Augusta, 
a  distance  of  seven  miles  more,  it  has  also  been  improved  for  a  width  of 

'  not  less  than  100  feet,  so  as  to  have  not  less  than  6^  feet  at  low  tide  (or 
llj  feet  at  high  tide)  in  the  lowest  summer  stages  of  the  river. 

Under  a  contract  made  May  6, 1875,  for  the  removal  of  Dry  Rock  to  a 
depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low- water,  operations  have  been  carried  on  dur- 
ing the  past  fiscal  year,  resulting  in  the  removal  of  about  375  cubic  yards 
of  the  rock.  This  work  will  probably  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  completed 
in  the  course  of  the  present  season,  the  funds  available  being  sufficient 
for  the  purpose. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $28,54R  38 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ld76 733  05 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 27,815  33 

(See  Appendix  A  5.) 

6.  Portland  Harbor,  Maine, — All  the  work  projected  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  dredg- 
ing in  front  of  the  harbor  commissioners'  line  above  Merrill's  wharf ;  but 
this  work  will  be  done  only  on  condition  that  the  several  wharves  above 
Merrill's  wharf  will  be  removed  so  far  as  they  extend  beyond  the  harbor 
line.    The  funds  now  available  are  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

DuriDg  the  past  fiscal  year  the  work  done  in  this  harbor  has  been  ap- 
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plied  to  deepening  the  dock  at  custom-house  wharf,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States  revenue-cutter,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  An  accurate  triangulation  and  survey,  much 
needed,  has  also  been  made  of  the  wharves  and  harbor  lines. 

Amount  available  Jnly- 1,  lf^75 $47,074  38 

Jbnoiiiit  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 «      2, 505  40 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 44,568  98 

(See  Appendix  A  6.) 

7.  Richmond's  Island,  Maine. — The  improvement  projected  for  this 
place  consists  in  making  a  harbor  of  refuge  by  means  of  a  rubble-stone 
breakwater,  to  connect  the  island  with  the  main-land.  The  length  of 
the  proposed  breakwater  is  about  2,000  feet,  with  an  average  thickness 
of  25  to  30  feet,  and  a  height  of  4  feet  above  ordinary  high- water.  Dur- 
ing the  past  fiscal  year  4,093  tonsof  stone  have  been  added  to  the  work, 
making  a  total  of  about  68,143  tons  to  date.  To  complete  this  work  in 
accordance  with  the  original  estimate,  10,000  tons  more  of  stone  will  be 
needed,  for  which  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  will  be  required. 

Amount  ayailable  July  1,1875 J7,269  83 

Araoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  J  nne  30, 1876 7, 269  83 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15,000  00 

Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1B78.  15, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  7.) 

8.  KenwbunJc  River,  Maine. — ^The  work  hitherto  done  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  consists  in  the  extension  and  repair  of  the  two  stone 
piers  at  it^  month,  and  the  repair  of  the  United  States  Government 
wharf,  a  short  distance  above  its  mouth. 

For  the  entire  completion  of  all  the  improvements  necessary  for  this 
river,  there  remains  only  the  deepening  of  the  channel  at  the  Wading 
Place  and  at  MitchelPs  Point,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  $5,000,  was 
provided  in  the  act  approved  August  14, 1876. 
imoont  appropriated  by  aot  approved  August  14,1876 $5,000 

(See  Appendix  A  8.) 

9.  Cocheco  River,  New  Hampshire. — ^The  improvement  projected  for 
this  river  consists  in  making  a  channel  not  less  than  40  feet  in  width  and 
4  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low- water  (or  10.8  feet  at  mean  high-water)  from 
the  Lower  Narrows  up  to  the  Packet  Landing. 

The  several  appropriations  made  from  March  3,  1871,  to  March  3, 
1875,  for  this  river  have  been  applied  to  the  following  improvements, 
viz: 

A.  The  excavation  and  removal  of  about  400  cubic  yards  of  ledge  at 
the  Lower  Narrows,  and  of  numerous  sunken  rocks  which  obstructed 
thecbaDDel  between  the  Lower  and  Upper  Narrows,  (including  Wat- 
son's Bocks,)  as  well  as  some  rocks  below  the  Lower  Narrows. 

B.  Opening  a  channel  through  the  ledge  at  the  Upper  Narrows  for  a 
length  of  430  feet  and  for  a  width  of  40  feet  and  a  depth  of  4  feet  at 
mean  low- water. 

C.  Opening  a  channel  through  the  ledge  in  front  of  Gollins's  wharf 
(above  the  Upper  Narrows)  for  a  length  of  260  feet  and  for  a  width  of 
40  feet  and  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

D.  Excavating  (by  dredging)  a  channel  40  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep 
at  mean  low- water,  from  Clement's  Point  Shoal  up  to  Packet  Landing, 
a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile. 

The  work  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  been  the  opening  of  a 
channel  through  the  ledge  in  front  of  CoUins's  wharf,  under  a  contract 
made  May  8, 1875,  for  the  sum  of  $15,000,  which  work  was  completed 
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ou  tbe  30tb  of  September,  1875;  and  in  7,108  cubic  yards  of  dredging 
between  Clement's  Point  Sboal  and  Packet  Landing,  under  a  contract 
made  May  13,  1875,  which  was  completed  on  the  24th  of  November, 
1875;  and  in  tbe  removal  of  sunken  bowlders  and  ledges  in  and  near 
the  Lower  Narrows, 

The  work  that  now  remains  to  bo  done  for  completing  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river,  as  now  projected,  consists  in  the  completion  of  the 
channel  by  dredging  near  Packet  Landing,  and,  where  necessary,  at  the 
shoals  below,  and  the  removal  of  sunken  ledges  and  bowlders  still  neces- 
sary  at  and  near  the  Lower  Narrows,  to  effect  which  will,  as  estimated, 
require  an  additional  appropriation  of  $6,000. 

Amount  available  July  1. 1875 $24,865  98 

Amonut  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 21,984  42 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 2,881  56 

Amount  appropriated  by  aot  approved  August  14, 1876 14, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completiou  of  existing  project 6, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 6,000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  9.) 

10.  Merrimac  BiveVj  Massachusetts, — All  the  work  projected  for  inn- 
proving  the  falls  of  this  river  above  Haverhill,  Mass.,  has  been  completed 
to  the  extent  now  deemed  necessary.  Newbaryport  Harbor,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  has  also  been  improved  by  the  removal  of  Soath 
Oangeway  Bock,  and  of  a  wrecked  schooner;  and  some  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  removal  of  North  Gangeway  Rock.  Between  New- 
buryport  and  Haverhill  the  river  has  been  improved  by  deepening  the 
8hoals  and  the  removal  of  numerous  bowlders  (including  Little  Currier 
Bock)  which  obstructed  the  channel  above  and  below  Bocks  Bridge. 
During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  river  below  Bocks  Bridge  has  been  further 
improved  by  the  removal  of  Petty  Bock  and  a  large  number  of  other 
dangerous  rocks.  Some  progress  has  also  been  made,  under  the  con- 
tract of  May,  1875,  in  the  improvement,  by  dredging,  of  Currier's  Shoal, 
about  4  miles  below  Haverhill,  with  a  probability  of  its  completion 
about  the  end  of  July.  After  its  completion  the  balance  then  available 
will  be  applied  to  other  projected  improvements  between  Newburyport 
and  Haverhill.  For  completing  the  removal  of  North  Gangeway  Bock 
and  improving  the  Boilers  in  Newburyport  Harbor  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $25,000  will  be  required. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $13,163  55 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 , 2, 703  01 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 10,460  54 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  10.) 

11.  Gloucester  Harbor,  Massachusetts. — Under  the  appropriation  of 
June  10, 1872,  the  removal  of  the  following  sunken  rocks  has  been  com- 
pleted, viz :  Clam  Rock,  Pinnacle  Rocks,  rocks  off  J.  Friend's  wharf, 
rock  off  Pew's  wharf,  and  Babson's  Ledge,  to  the  extent  projected. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 ?686  84 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 579  10 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 - 107  74 

(See  Appendix  A  11.) 

Salem  Harbor.  Massachusetts. — ^The  work  projected  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor  consisted  in  the  excavation,  by  dredging,  of  a  chan- 
nel 1,730  feet  long  and  300  feet  wide  to  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low- 
water  (or  17.3  feet  at  mean  high-water)  from  deep  water  to  the  entrance 
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of  Soath  River;  and  for  the  bailding  of  a  sea-wall  and  breakwater  for 
tbe  protection  and  preservation  of  Long  Point.  Under  the  appropria- 
tion of  March  3,  1873,  this  channel  was  opened  for  a  width  of  about  160 
feet,  and  under  that  of  June  23,  1874,  it  has  been  completed  to  the  pro- 
jected width  of  300  feet.  To  complete  the  sea-wall  and  breakwater,  which 
are  comparatively  unimportant  works,  will  require  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $23,000. 

Amoant  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $23, 000 

AmouDt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 23, 000 

(See  Appendix  A  12.) 

13.  Boston  Harbor  J  Massachusetts. — The  following  is  a  statement  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  several  works  completed,  projected,  and  in  prog- 
ress for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  and  the  progress  made  upon 
tbem  during  the  fiscal  year,  viz  : 

A.  Seorwall  on  Point  Allerton, — This  wall  was  completed  in  May,  1874, 
together  with  a  riprap  apron-work  for  the  protection  of  its  foundation. 
Its  total  length  is  1,202  feet.  It  is  now  in  excellent  condition  in  every 
respect,  and  fully  answers  the  purpose  intended. 

B.  Seatcall  on  Great  Brewster  J«tow<i.— This  wall  is  2,840  feet  in 
length,  and  was  built  for  the  protection  of  the  north  and  south  heads 
of  that  island,  having  been  completed  in  1870.  It  is  in  good  condition, 
and  requires  but  few  repairs. 

C.  Seawalls  on  LoveWs  Island. — ^The  two  sea-walls  on  this  island  were 
bailt  by  the  United  States  Government,  one  in  1843,  for  the  protection 
of  its  north  head,  and  the  other  in  1867-'68,  for  the  protection  of  its 
aoutheast  bluff,  for  a  length  of  about  800  feet.  For  the  protection  of 
the  shore-line  next  south  of  the  north  head  wall,  and  next  south  of  the 
aoutheastern  wall,  apron-work  and  jetties  of  rubble-stone  were  added,  in 
1873.  The  wall  on  the  southeast  bluff  has  been  much  damaged  by  re- 
cent storms,  and  it  is  recommended  that  its  height  be  increased  4  feet 
by  adding  two  more  courses,  and  tbat  it  be  otherwise  repaired,  at  a  prob- 
able cost  of  815,000.  The  other  wall  and  apron-work  are  now  in  good 
condition,  requiring  no  repairs,  and  fully  answer  the  purpose  intended. 

B.  Sea-wall  on  OallojPs  Island. — This  wall  was  commenced  in  1868, 
and  completed  in  September,  1871.  It  is  1,785^  feet  in  length,  and  has 
its  foundation  protected  for  nearly  its  whole  extent  by  a  riprap  apron- 
work  and  stone  jetties,  which  were  added  in  1873-'74.  This  work  is  in 
good  condition,  and  fully  answers  in  every  respect  the  purpose  for  which 
Ic  was  intended. 

E.  Sea-wall  on  ike  north  liead  of  Long  Island. — ^This  wall  was  com- 
menced in  1870,  and  completed  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  1874,  to  a  total 
length  of  2,0812  feet.  For  the  protection  of  its  concrete  foundation,  a 
riprap  apron,  with  jetties,  has  been  built  on  those  parts  where  most  ex- 
posed to  injury  by  storms  and  currents,  having  been  completed  early  in 
August,  1874.  This  work  is  in  good  condition,  requiring  no  repairs,  and 
fnllj  answers  the  purpose  intended. 

F.  Sea-walls  on  Deer  Island. — ^The  three  sea-walls  on  this  island  were 
built  about  35  years  ago,  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the 
north,  middle,  and  south  heads,  and  were  respectively  1,740,  840, 
and  380  feet  in  length.  The  injury  which  these  walls  had  sustained 
from  the  violence  of  the  storms  was  such  as  to  necessitate  the  rebuild- 
ing of  them  to  a  great  extent.  This  was  commenced  in  1865,  and  com- 
pleted in  1869.  The  violent  storms  of  the  past  winter  and  spring  have, 
to  some  extent,  injured  this  wall  at  the  north  head,  which  will  have  to 
be  repaired. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


44  REPORT   OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

G.  StraigJiiening.  widening^  and  deepening  the  main  ship-channel  at  the 
tcest  end  of  Great  Bretcster  Spit, — This  work  consists  in  the  removal,  by- 
dredging,  of  the  southern  portion  of  this  spit,  so  as  to  give  to  the 
channel  a  wi(ith  of  600  feet  for  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water. 
Under  a  contract  made  in  September,  1874,  the  dredging,  which  was 
commenced  in  October,  1874,  was  completed  in  August,  1875.  During 
these  operations  a  ledge  was  laid  bare,  of  which  112 J  cubic  yards  will 
have  to  be  broken  up  and  removed  for  obtaining  the  required  depth  of 
23  feet  at  mean  low- water.  Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  removal 
of  this  ledge  under  the  contract  of  September,  1874,  with  a  probability 
of  its  completion  in  September  next,  (1876.) 

H.  Straightening^  widening^  and  deepening  the  main  ship-channel  at  the 
southeast  and  southwest  points  ofLoveWs  Island, — This  improvement  con- 
sists in  widening  the  channel  so  as  to  have  a  width  of  600  feet  for  a 
depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water.  Under  the  appropriation  of  June 
23, 1874,  a  contract  was  made  in  September,  1874,  for  the  dredging  at 
the  southeast  point  of  this  island.  Work  under  this  contract  was  com- 
menced in  October,  1874,  and  was  completed  in  September,  1875.  For 
completing  the  improvement  at  the  southwest  point  of  this  island  au 
additional  appropriation  will  be  required. 

I.  Straightening^  widening^  and  deepening  tlie  main  ship  channel  at  the 
Upper  Middle  Bar. — ^The  improvement  projected  for  this  bar  consists  iii 
excavating  a  channel  to  a  width  of  600  feet  and  for  a  depth  of  23  feet 
at  mean  low-water,  the  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  being  10  feet- 
Dredging  operations  were  commenced  on  the  bar  in  1870,  and  have 
been  continued,  with  intervals  of  suspension,  for  want  of  funds,  up  to 
the  present  time.  During  the  past  fiscal  year  work  has  been  carried 
on  under  three  separate  contracts,  (one  made  March  5, 1874,  one  Sep- 
tember 1, 1874,  and  the  other  May  19,  1875,)  by  which,  with  the  dredg- 
ing previously  done,  a  channel  has  been  opened,  to  the  required  depth, 
for  an  average  width  of  450  feet.  For  completing  the  work  on  this  bar 
and  the  continuous  shoals  below  it  to  the  projected  width  and  depth, 
will  require  about  90,000  cubic  yards  more  of  dredging  (65,000  of  which 
are  already  contracted  for)  and  the  breaking  up  and  removal  of  some 
recently-discovered  ledges. 

J.  Removal  of  Noshes  RocJc^  {S?ioal.) — This  shoal  lies  in  the  entrance  to 
Boston  Harbor,  about  one-third  of  the  way  over  from  Brewster  Spit  to 
Point  Allerton.  By  a  survey  made  in  1873,  under  the  direction  of  the 
engineer  officer  now  in  charge,  it  was  ascertained  that  this  shoal  (previ- 
ously known  as  Nash's  Eock)  is  covered  with  bowlders,  shingle,  gravel, 
&c.,  and  has  an  area  of  about  640  superficial  yards  with  less  than  21 
feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low-water,  and  an  area  of  about  9  acres 
with  less  than  23  feet  of  water  over  it.  The  improvement  here  projected 
consists  in  its  removal  to  a  depth  of  21  feet  at  mean  low- water,  for  which 
a  contract  was  made  May  19,  1875,  the  work  to  be  completed  on  or  be- 
fore the  30th  of  September,  1876. 

K.  Removal  of  Kelly^s  Rock, — This  rock  lies  in  the  main  ship-cliannel, 
distant  about  700  yards  in  a  direction  southeast  by  south  from  Bug 
Light,  (at  "  the  Narrows,")  and  in  the  line  of  the  entrance-buoy  No.  1  and 
Bug  Light,  and  has  always  been  a  very  dangerous  obstruction  to  navi- 
gation. In  1869  work  was  commenced  upon  the  removal  of  this  ledge 
to  the  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  was  continued  up  to  the 
end  of  1870,  leaving,  as  shown  by  surveys  since  made,  a  large  area  not 
having  the  required  depth.  Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1875, 
a  contract  was  made  May  14,  1875,  for  completing  the  removal  of  this 
rock.    Work  was  commenced  under  this  contract  in  the  latter  part  of 
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May,  and  was  satisfactorily  completed  in  September,  1875.  Daring 
these  operations  of  1875,  new  ledges  were  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kelly's  Bock,  above  and  below  it,  having  on  the  shoalest  parts  a  depth 
of  20  to  21  feet  at  mean  low-water.  To  reduce  them  to  the  projected 
depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water,  will  require  189  cubic  yards  of  ex- 
cavation, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $11,340,  for  which  an  additional  ap- 
propriation will  be  required. 

L.  Removal  of  Tower  Rock, — This  rock  was  situated  in  the  main  ship- 
channel  at  the  Narrows,  about  100  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great 
Brewster  Spit  Light.  It  was  blasted  out  and  removed  in  1867  to  the 
projected  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

M.  Removal  of  Corwin  Rock. — ^This  rock  was  situated  in  the  main  ship- 
channel  at  the  Narrows,  about  200  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great 
Brewster  Spit  Light.  It  was  blasted  out  and  removed  in  the  years 
1868  and  1869  to  the  projected  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

N.  Removal  of  sunken  ledge  between  Oeorg^s  Island  and  Oreat  Brewster 
Spit— This  ledge  was  discovered  in  September,  1872,  in  a  resurvey  of 
**  the  Narrows '^  made  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  officer  now  in 
charge.  It  was  situated  near  the  middle  of  the  main  ship-channel,  dis- 
tant about  317  yards  in  a  direction  west  by  south  from  Bug  Light.  It 
had  but  18.9  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low-water,  and  was  conse- 
qaently  a  dangerous  obstruction  to  navigation  for  the  European  steam- 
ers and  other  large  vessels.  Under  a  contract  made  August  31, 1874, 
the  removal  of  this  ledge  was  completed  in  September,  1874,  to  the  pro- 
jected depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

O.  Removal  of  Barrel  Rock  in  Broad  Sound. — This  was  a  bowlder  lying 
abont  1  mile  a  little  north  of  west  from  Green  Island,  and  near  the  sail- 
ing line  of  the  Portland  and  other  Maine  steamers.  It  had  only  4  feet 
of  water  over  it  at  low  tide,  and  in  thick  weather  was  a  dangerous  ob- 
stacle to  navigation.    It  was  removed  in  1869. 

P.  Removal  of  State  and  Palmyra  Rocks. — By  a  survey  made  in  1873, 
under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  officer  now  in  charge  of  this  work,  it 
was  ascertained  that  these  dangerous  rocks,  the  position  and  character 
of  which  had  previonsly  been  but  little  known,  consisted  of  bowlders  and 
ledges  lying  on  the  southern  spurs  of  the  '^  Lower  Middle,"  which  ocean 
steamers  and  other  large  vessels  had  occasionally  struck.  Under  a  con- 
tract made  Angnst  31, 1874,  for  the  removal  of  these  sunken  rocks,  work 
vas  commenced  upon  them  in  September,  1874,  and  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1875,  their  removal  was  completed. 

Q.  Removal  of  wreck  of  Schooner  Delos. — This  vessel  was  sunk  in  1872 
in  Nantasket  Roads,  about  100  yards  from  Fort  Warren  wharf,  in  about 
22  feet  of  water  at  mean  low- water,  and  was  broken  up  and  removed  in 
May  and  June,  1873. 

E.  Improvement  ofHingham  Harbor^  Massachusetts. — In  the  appropri- 
ation for  Boston  Harbor,  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  provision  was 
made  for  the  improvement  ofHingham  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  to  an  ex- 
tent not  exceeding  in  cost  $10,000.  The  project  for  its  improvement  con- 
sisted in  widening  and  deepening  the  main  channel  so  as  to  have  a  width 
of  not  less  than  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low-water  (or 
about  6  feet  at  low- water  in  spring  tides)  up  to  the  wharves  of  Hing- 
bam,  requiring  25,160  cubic  yards  of  dredging  and  80  cubic  yards  of 
ledge  excavation.    This  work  has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $9,116.58. 

From  the  report  of  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  it  is  seen  that  nearly 
all  the  works  hitherto  projected  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


46  REPORT    OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

have  been  completed,  and  tbat  the  following  only  remain  to  be  com- 
pleted, viz: 

a.  The  removal  of  a  recently-discovered  ledge  near  the  southwestern 
extremity  of  Great  Brewster  Spit.  Work  has  been  commenced  upon 
this  ledge  by  contract,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  completed  in 
September,  1876. 

b.  About  40,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  at  the  southwest  point  of 
Lovell's  Island,  in  order  to  obtain  the  contemplated  width  and  depth  of 
channel,  for  which  no  funds  are  now  available. 

a  About  90,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  at  the  Upper  Middle  Bar,  for 
obtaining  a  channel  to  the  projected  width  of  600  feet  and  a  depth  of 
23  feet  at  mean  low-water.  A  contract  has  been  made  for  65,000  cubic 
yards  of  this  dredging,  to  be  completed  this  season,  leaving  only  25,000 
cubic  yards  to  be  provided  for  by  future  appropriations. 

d.  Removal  of  Nashua  RocJc^  (iS/ioaZ.)— This  work  has  not  yet  been  com- 
menced; but  a  contract  has  been  made  requiring  it  to  be  completed  on 
or  before  the  30th  of  September  next. 

e.  The  removal  of  about  189  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledges,  discovered  in 
1875,  in  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's  Bock,  for  which  no  funds  are  now  available. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  southeastern  sea-wall  on  Lovell'^  Island 
will  require  raising  and  repairing;  and  some  few  repairs  are  needed  by 
the  sea-walls  on  Great  Brewster  Island  and  Deer  Island,  for  which  no 
funds  are  now  available. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 1191.930  78 

Amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 Ill,  475  49 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $17,811.28  due  on  contracts 80, 455  29 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  {^proved  August  14,  1876 50, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  tor  completion  of  existing  project 25, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  13.) 

14.  Plymouth  Harbor^  Mussachvsetts. — The  several  appropriations  here- 
tofore made  for  this  harbor  have  been  applied  to  the  construction  of 
bulkheads,  jetties,  and  groins  for  the  preservation  and  strengthening  of 
Long  Beach,  upon  which  the  harbor  depends  for  its  existence.  During 
the  past  year  these  works  have  been  repaired  and  strengthened  where 
most  necessary,  being  now  in  a  very  good  and  effective  condition.  Re- 
pairs will,  however,  be  required  hereafter  upon  these  works  from  year 
to  year  as  heretofore,  for  which  Congress  will  continue  to  be  called  upon 
for  suitable  appropriations. 

By  act  of  March  3, 1875,  the  sum  of  $10,000  was  appropriated  for 
this  harbor,  to  be  applied  in  part  to  improving  the  harbor  itself.  The 
project  adopted  consists  in  opening  by  dredging  a  channel  leading  from 
the  middle  ground  up  to  the  wharves  of  Plymouth,  to  a  depth  of  6  feet 
at  mean  low-water^  or  16  feet  at  mean  high-water,  and  for  a  towing 
width  of  100  feet.  Under  a  contract  made  May  13,  1875,  dredging 
operations  were  commenced  in  April  and  finished  in  June,  1876,  result- 
ing in  34,985  cubic  yards  in  completion  of  the  contract,  by  which  the 
projected  channel  has  been  opened  for  a  width  of  50  feet  and  to  the 
depth  required.  For  completing  this  channel  as  now  recommended  by 
the  engineer  in  charge,  and  for  the  annual  repairs  of  the  works  built 
for  the  preservation  and  protection  of  Long  Beach,  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $30,000  will  be  required. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875., $11,075  67 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 10, 748  25 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 327  42 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  30, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  U.)  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOgk 
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15.  Protincetovm  Harbor^  Massachusetts. — The  several  appropriations 
heretofore  made  for  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  this  harbor 
have- been  applied  to  the  construction  of  the  following  works,  viz : 

A.  Bulkheads  and  jetties  of  various  descriptions  have  been  built  from 
time  to  time  along  Beach  Point,  for  its  preservation  and  protection,  both 
by  the  United  States  Government  and  by  the  local  authorities. 

B.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
across  the  outlet  of  East  Harbor  Creek. 

C.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment across  East  Harbor  Creek,  at  the  Wading  Place,  near  High  Head, 
abont  2  miles  above  the  outlet  of  the  creek. 

D.  Wooden  bulkheads  and  jetties  have  been  built  at  diflfereht  times 
for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  beach  on  Long  Point. 

£.  A  stone  bulkhead  has  been  nearly  completed  for  the  protection 
and  preservation  of  Ihe  outer  end  of  Long  Point,  the  light-house,  and 
tiiree-gun  battery. 

F.  A  substantial  dike  (272  feet  in  length)  was  built  in  1871-72  across 
the  head  of  Lanoey's  Harbor,  near  Abel  Hill. 

6.  Beach-grass  planted  on  Beach  Point,  Long  Point,  Abel  Hill,  Cove 
Section,  and  Oblique  Section,  and  at  the  last  two  places  brush  has  also 
been  laid  for  their  further  protection. 

H.  The  projected  extension  of  the  several  jetties  on  Beach  Point  and 
State  Dike  has  been  completed. 

L  A  bulkhead  and  6  jetties  built  for  the  preservation  and  protection 
of  the  beach  at  Cove  Section,  near  High  Head,  were  encroached  upon 
by  the  extraordinary  gales  of  November,  1873,  and  January,  1874. 
!niis  bulkhead  is  607  feet  in  length,  and  the  jetties  have  an  aggregate 
length  of  126  feet.  They  consist  of  a  frame- work  filled  with  brush  and 
ballasted  with  stone,  and  were  completed  in  December,  1874. 

J.  Accurate  resurveys  made  in  1871-'72-'73  and  '74  of  Cove  Section, 
Oblique  Section,  Beach  Point,  and  Long  Point,  together  with  elaborate 
Boaudings  and  current  observations  in  the  inner  harbor. 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  there  was  available  for  the  further  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor  the  sum  of  (3,326.07 ;  amount  expended  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  $2,830. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876, 
bas  been  applied  to  the  completion  of  the  sluice-way  and  other  re- 
pairs of  High  Head  Dike;  to  strengthening  and  extending  the  bulk- 
head and  jetties  at  Cove  Section,  repairing  bulkhead  and  jetties  on 
Beach  Point,  extending  the  stone  bulkhead  on  Long  Point,  and  plant- 
ing beach -grass  at  Cove  "Section,  Olique  Section,  Beach  Point,  Long 
Point,  and  on  the  sand-hills  between  Beach  Point  and  Cove  Section. 
These  works  and  all  the  others  built  for  the  preservation  and  protection 
of  this  harbor  require  continuous  watching  and  repairs,  for  which  and 
for  an  extension  of  the  stone  bulkhead  on  Long  Point  the  additional 
sum  of  $5,000  will  be  required  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Amoant  available  July  1, 1875 $3,326  07 

Amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  endiDg  Jane  30, 1876 2, 830  00 

AmoantavaUableJnly  1,1876 496  07 

AmoDDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angust  14, 1876 4, 000  00 

AjDoont  (estimated)  required  tor  completion  of  existing  project 1, 000  00 

AffloDDt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     1, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  15.) 
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EXAMINATIONS  AND   SURVEYS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Tbom  was  charged  with,  and  has  completed  dur- 
ing the  past  fiscal  year,  the  following  examinations  and  sarveys,  pro- 
vided for  by  act  of  March  3, 1875: 

1.  Belfast  Bay  and  Harbor,  Maine. 

2.  Harbor  Matinieus  Island^  Maine. 

3.  Ipswich  River  and  Harbor^  Massachusetts. 

The  several  reports  upon  these  surveys  have  been  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress, and  printed  in  Ex.  Doc.  No.  71,  Forty-fourth  Congress,  1st  ses- 
sion. 

(See  Appendixes  A  16,  A 17,  and  A  18.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  HARBORS  OF  HYANNIS,  WAREHAM,  NEW  BED- 
FORD, AND  FALL  RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS,  AND  OP  WICKFORD  AND 
NEWPORT  HARBORS,  RHODE  ISLAND;  CONSTRUCTION  OF  BRBAJS:- 
WATBR  AT  BLOCK  ISLAND;  IMPROVEMENT  OF  TAUNTON,  PAWTUCKET, 
PROVIDENCE,  AND  PAWCATUCK  RIVERS,  AND  OF  CONNECTICUT  RIVES, 
INCLUDING  SAYBROOK  BAR. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Hyannis  Harbor,  Massachusetts. — There  being  no  fands  available 
for  this  work,  nothing  was  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  To  com- 
plete the  strengthening  of  the  yrork  at  the  breakwater  will  require  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $42  94 

Amoont  available  July  1, 1876 42  94 

Amount  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  1.) 

2.  Wareham  Harbor,  Massachusetts. — ^The  continuation  of  the  dredg- 
ing under  the  last  appropriation  was  unavoidably  delayed  until  Jane, 
1876.  It  has  since  been  completed.  There  is  now  a  channel  up  to  the 
wharves  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  having  a  width  of  100  feet  in 
the  narrowest  part,  and  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  harbor  not 
less  than  200  feet.    The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  about  4  feet. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $9,998  95 

Amount  exi)ended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 2,974  17 

Amount  available  July  1, 1676,  including  $^4.&3  due  on  contracts 7,  OaM  78 

(See  Appendix  B  2.) 

3.  New  Bedford  Harbor,  Massachusetts. — In  the  season  of  1875  a  chan- 
nel 105  feet  wide  was  dredged  from  deep  water  near  Fair  Haven 
wharves,  across  the  shoal,  to  the  wharves  at  !New  Bedford.  The  depth 
secured  was  15  feet  at  mean  low-water.  The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is 
about  3  feet.  To  complete  this  channel  to  the  width  of  200  feet  will, 
according  to  the  original  estimate,  require  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $14,000. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $9,699  49 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 9,625  62 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 73  87 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    4, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  3.) 

4.  Taunton  River,  Massachusetts. — The  work  under  the  appropriation 
of  March  3,  1875,  consisting  of  dredging  and  removing  rocks  from  the 
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channel,  has  been  completed.  There  are  yet  shoal  places  to  be  deep- 
ened and  scattering  rocks  to  be  removed,  which  will  require  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $5,000.  The  channel  is  now  essentially  9  feet 
deep  at  mean  high-water  5  in  the  narrowest  cuts  45  feet  wide,  and  in 
others  60  feet  wide.  The  river  is  not  navigable  at  low  tide  in  the  upper 
part 

Amonnt  availablo  July  1,1^75 §9,856  84 

AmoQDt  expeaded  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 8, 650  94 

Amoant  available  July  1,1676 1,205  90 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  cau  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  4.) 

5.  Fall  River  Harbor^  Massaahmetts. — The  work  under  the  last  appro- 
priation has  completed  the  projected  channel  to  a  width  of  100  feet 
and  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water.  The  mean  riae  of  the  tide  is 
aboat  4.7  feet. 

The  oiigiual  project  contemplates  a  gradual  widening  of  this  new 
channel  to  300  feet  at  each  end,  for  which  §5,000  will  be  required. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1375 $14,386  77 

Anicrant  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 13, 789  22 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 597  55 

Amoont  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1376 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  Existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 5,000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  5.) 

6.  'Pawtiicket  River  or  Seekonk  Rivera  Rhode  Island, — During  the 
past  fiscal  year  the  dredging  required  in  this  river  was  completed.  The 
improved  channel  has  a  least  width  of  75  feet,  and  a  depth  of  7  feet  at 
mean  low-water.  The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  4^  to  5  feet.  At  Dun- 
nell's,  Bass  Kock,  and  Swan  Point,  where  there  is  a  tendency  to  fill,  the 
depth  was  dredged  to  9  feet  at  mean  low- water.  The  stones  and  piles  of 
an  old  bridge,  which  obstructed  the  east  opening  of  the  pivot-draw  of 
the  new  bridge,  were  removed. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 |7,544  83 

Amoimt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187(3 5, 950  22 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 1,594  61 

(See  Appendix  B  6.) 

7.  Eemoval  of  Bulkhead  Bock,  Providence  River,  Rlwde  Island. — Under 
an  appropriation  of  $2,500  in  1870,  this  rock  was  reduced  so  as  to  give  a 
depth  of  14  feet  at  mean  low-water.  Mean  rise  of  tide  is  about  4^  feet. 
The  safety  of  vessels  requires  that  there  should  be  a  depth  of  18  feet  at 
mean  low- water  over  this  rock,  for  which  85,000  will  be  required. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $74  98 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 74  98 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  7.) 

8.  Wickford  Harbor  J  Rhode  Island. — Work  during  the  past  fiscal  year 
consisted  in  dredging  in  the  inner  part  of  the  harbor,  to  straighten  the 
channel  No  farther  improvement  is  required  at  present,  except  in  the 
way  of  facilitating  the  approaches,  by  means  of  a  beacon  on  James 
Ledge,  and  a  change  of  the  light-house  to  the  vicinity  of  Old  Gay  Bock. 
This  harbor  is  now  used  as  part  of  the  daily  route  of  passengers  and 
mail  between  Newport  and  New  York,  and  requires  facilities  not  form- 
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erly  demaoded.    There  ia  now  a  draught  of  from  9  to  10  feet  at  mean  low- 
water  into  the  harbor.    The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  about  3.7  feet. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $1,452  24 

Auiount  expended  during  fiacal  year  ending  June  30,  ld76 1, 452  24 

(See  Appendix  B  8.) 

9.  Netcport  Harhory  Rhode  Island. — The  dredging  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  has  completed  the  project  originally  made,  with  the  exception  of 
the  cut  through  the  shoal  between  Lime  Rock  and  Goat  Island,  where 
it  was  designed  to  increase  the  depth  from  12J  feet  to  15  feet  at  mean 
low- water  for  a  width  of  300  feet.  The  material  was,  however,  found  so 
hard  that  a  cut  of  only  45  feet  in  width  could  be  made.  This  work,  with 
the  removal  of  the  sandshoal  at  the  southeast  of  Goat  Island,  and  the 
construction  of  the  jetty  on  the  island  to  arrest  the  sands,  exhausted 
the  first  appropriation  of  $8,500.  The  two  subsequent  appropriations 
of  $10,000  each  have  been  used  in  dredging  a  channel  along  the  harbor 
line  and  two  approaches  to  the  wharves.  The  depths  in  these  channels 
vary  from  13  feet  to  10  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  widths  from  250  feet 
to  50  feet,  depending  upon  the  importance  of  the  locality.  The  mean 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  about  3|  feet.  Further  dredging  would  in- 
crease the  anchorage  in  the  harbor,  which  is  much  used  as  one  of  refuge 
in  storms  and  adverse  winds.  The  amount  unexpended  will  be  needed 
to  mark  the  channel  and  close  up  the  work. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $11,396  42 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 10, 442  36 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 954  06 

(See  Appendix  B  9.) 

10.  Blocic  Island  Breakwater ^  Rhode  Island. — The  condition  of  this  work 
is  substantially  as  reported  in  the  last  annual  report.  There  not  being 
sufficient  funds  available  to  proceed  advantageously  with  the  construc- 
tion, work  was  suspended  until  such  time  as  the  proper  amount  should 
be  secured.  The  next  work  to  be  done  is  the  building  of  a  detached 
breakwater,  to  guard  against  northeast  storms.  This  will  cost  about 
$60,000.  When  begun  it  should  be  built  rapidly,  without  interruption, 
for,  in  a  partially  finished  state,  it  would  be  of  little  benefit,  and  might 
prove  a  very  dangerous  obstruction. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $26,449  53 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4, 001  ^3 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 22,447  70 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 40, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  10.) 

11.  Pawcatuck  Riverj  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut. — During  the  past 
fiscal  year  this  improvement  was  completed,  the  wharf-owners  at  the 
head  of  navigation  contributing  to  extend  the  dredging  in  front  of  their 
wharves.  There  is  now  5}  feet  depth  at  mean  low-water  throughout, 
with  a  dredged  channel  not  less  than  75  feet  in  width  up  to  Swann's 
wharf  in  Westerly.    The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  about  2^  feet. 


Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $9,793  34 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 9, 616  97 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 176  37 


(See  Appendix  B  11.) 

12.  Connecticut  River  beloio  Hartford^  Conn. — During  the  low-water 
succeeding  the  freshet  in  1875,  shoals  became  troublesome  at  Hartford 
Bar,  Pratt's  Ferry  Bar,  and  Glastonbury  Bar,  at  which  places  dredging 
was  done  so  as  to  secure  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  low  tide. 

A  considerable  extension  was  made  to  the  east  jetty  over  Saybrook 
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Bar,  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  into  Long  Island  Soand.  So  far  this 
jetty  has  given  no  increase  of  depth  for  navigation,  as  it  continues 
shoal  beyond  the  end  of  the  jetty,  and  probably  will  continue  so  until 
the  stnicture  reaches  beyond  the  crest  of  the  bar  and  meets  the  deep 
water  and  strong  littoral  current  occasioned  by  the  Sound  tidal  currents. 
To  oomplete  this  jetty  $45,000  is  required,  which  can  only  be  done 
eooDomically  by  having  the  amount  in  one  appropriation.  About  $5,000 
will  be  annually  required  for  dredging  in  the  river. 


Amonnt  avaOable  July  1, 1875 .^ $19,705  61 

iurlng  f      "               "    _  ' 
Amount  available  July  1,1876.-' -.- •-----_• _.  165  42 


Imoant  expended  duriuff  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 19, 540  19 


Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  K>r  completion  of  existing  project 35, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    35, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  12.) 

13i  Gannecticut  Biverj  above  Hartford  and  below  HolyoJcej  Conneciicwt 
and  MoMachv^etia. — ^There  has  been  no  low  water  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  to  require  any  expenditures  to  aid  navigation  on  this  portion  of  the 
river. 

The  results  of  the  surveys  of  former  years  have  been  prepared  for 
pnblication.  Some  interesting  results  of  measurements  on  the  resist- 
ances of  cords  of  different  sizes  to  currents  of  different  velocities  are 
given  in  Appendix  B  13  of  this  report.  There  have  been  three  appro- 
priations for  this  part  of  the  river,  which  have  been  but  partially  ex- 
pended. 

Ahow  Hartford  and  below  Enfield  Falls.         *. 

Amoant  available  July  1, 1875 $12,272  04 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 12,272  04 

Above  Enfitld  Falls  and  below  Holyoke. 

Amoant  available  July  1,  1875 10,702  92 

Amount  available  July  1, 1«76 10,702  92 

Above  Hartford  and  below  Holyoke. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 6,606  65 

Amount  expended  during  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 2, 774  82 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 : 3,831  83 

(See  Appendix  B  13.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SUBVEYS  FOE  DIPEOVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  Major  Warren  was  charged  with  the  following,  the  results  of  which 
were  transmitted  to  Congress  in  a  report  which  was  printed  in  H.  R.  Ex. 
I>oe.  No.  70,  44th  Cong.,  1st  session. 

Survey  of  Little  Narragansett  Bay ^  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut — (See 
Appendix  B  14.) 

HASBOBS  ON  LONG  ISLAND  SOUND. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  J.  W.  Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Staninfftan  Harbor,  Connecticut — The  dredging  of  the  northern  half 
of  Penguin  Shoal  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low- water  has  been  com- 
pleted, increasing  the  area  of  anchorage-ground  about  22  acres. 

The  new  breakwater  was  begun  and  770  feet  built  by  contract  com- 
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mencing  at  its  northwest  end,  in  35  feet  water.  This  work  will  extend 
from  the  vicinity  of  Wampassett  Point  (the  west  point  of  entrance  from 
Fisher's  Island  Sonnd)  in  a  general  southeasterly  direction  for  a  length 
of  about  2,000  feet. 

AmouDt  avAilable  July  1, 1875 $37,489  52 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1676 36, 529  77 

Amount  available  July  l,  1876 959  75 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 206, 536  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  IS7S.  50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  0  1.) 

2.  Aew  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut, — ^The  appropriation  of  March  3, 
1875,  is  beiug  applied  to  widening  the  channel  between  Long  wharf  and 
Belle  dock  to  400  feet,  with  a  depth  of  13  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Janu- 
ary 21,  1875,  estimates  were  prepared  by  the  oflBcer  in  charge  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  channel  of  this  harbor  and  for  the  construction  of  a 
breakwater  to  afford  a  secure  anchorage  in  stormy  weather.  These  esti- 
mates were  submitted  in  my  last  annual  report.  Should  Congress  see  fit 
to  approve  this  project,  the  sum  of  $150,000  could  be  profitably  ex- 
pended during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

LuddingUm  Bock. — A  small  portion  of  this  rock  still  remains  above  the 
plane  of  removal.  The  amount  so  left  is  quite  small,  and  will  be  removed 
this  season.    No  additional  appropriation  is  required. 

Amount  avaUable  July  1, 1875 $16,237  29 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  endinj?  June  30,  1876 4,539  95 

Amount  available  July  1,  ltJ76,  including  $*^,49G.21  due  on  contracts 11, 697  34 

(See  Appendix  C  2.) 

3.  Milford  Harbor,  Connecticut — The  work  during  the  past  year  has 
been  the  construetion  of  a  jetty  to  concentrate  the  effect  of  the  water 
from  Indian  Eiver  and  the  dredging  of  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  4 
feet  deep  through  the  bar  at  the  upper  end  of  the  harbor. 

The  contract  for  the  latter  work  is  not  yet  completed.  It  is  desired 
to  continue  this  channel  to  the  town  docks,  and  for  this  purpose  $9,000 
is  asked. 

The  estimate  for  the  completion  of  the  breakwater  is  $55,000. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $13, 059  11 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 8,  352  46 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $1,399.95  due  on  contracts 4, 706  65 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 64, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.    64, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  0  3.) 

4.  Housatonic  River,  Conneciicut'^The  work  at  this  place  during  the 
past  fiscal  year  has  been  with  a  view  to  restoring  the  seven-foot  channel 
in  such  places  as  had  become  shoal. 

Ten  thousand  dollars  will  be  required  to  keep  the  channel  open  to 
seven  feet  depth  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875  , $8,950  05 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4, 489  94 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 4,460  U 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  0  4.) 

6.  Bridgeport  Harbor,  Connecticut — A  channel  of  12  feet  depth  at  mean 
low-water  has  been  dredged  to  a  width  of  100  feet,  extending  from  the 
head  of  the  harbor  to  Long  Island  Sound. 

An  increase  of  the  width  of  this  channel  to  200  feet,  it  is  estimated, 
will  cost  ¥25,000. 
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AnKHintaTftilableJaly  1, 1875 $22,817  09 

AiBoast  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876 22, 762  24 

Amoant  available  Jnly  1, 1876 54  85 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approred  Aiifsrnst  14, 1876 10,000  00 

AflBOQDt  (eatimated)  reqniied  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000  00 

Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  O  5.) 

6u  Souikport  Harbor,  Connecticut — A  coping  has  been  built  on  the 
breakwater,  increasing  its  height  2  feet.  This,  with  a  fence  135  feet 
long  and  2J  feet  high,  it  is  expected  will  prevent  the  sand  washing  over 
into  the  channel. 

2?o  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Amoant  arailable  Jnly  1, 1875 |6, 000  00 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30y«1876 4, 616  01 

Amoant  arailable  Jnly  1, 1876 383  90 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  C  6.) 

7.  NarttalJc  River^  Connecticut. — The  channel  below  the  wagon-bridge 
at  Soath  l^orwalk  has  been  widened  to  100  feet,  and  the  channel  60  feet 
wide  has  been  made  contiDnoas  from  the  wagon-bridge  to  Norwalk. 

Il  is  proposed  to  widen  this  npper  channel  to  100  feet,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $30,000,  and  for  this  purpose  $15,000  is  asked  for  the  next  fiscal 
year. 

ABoost  available  July  1, 1875 $12,566  94 

AjDooDt  expended  dnriDg  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30. 1876 12, 376  32 

AajMint  avaUable  July  1, 1876 190  62 

AjDncmt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000  00 

AaKNiBt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     15, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  0  7.) 

8L  Port  Jefferson  Harbor,  Long  Island,  Ifew  Tbrft.— Daring  the  past 
fiscal  year  a  jetty  475  feet  long  has  been  built  on  the  west  side  of  the 
enoaDce  with  a  beneficial  result  already  evident.  It  is  desirable  to  ex- 
tend this  jetty  and  to  repair  and  lengthen  the  one  on  the  east  side. 

For  these  purposes  $20,000  can  be  profitably  expended. 

Amoont  avaDable  July  1, 1875 -• $15, 988  37 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30,  1876 4, 982  14 

Amofint  aTailable  July  1, 1976,  including  82,022.90  due  on  contracts 11, 006  23 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approYed  August  14, 1876 6, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  ror  completion  of  existing  project 22, 250  00 

AaaooBt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  8.) 

9.  Peeonic  River,  Long  Island,  New  York. — No  work  was  done  on  the 
iapfOTement  of  this  river  daring  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  dredged 
channel  remains  in  good  condition. 

There  ia  a  balance  of  $285.45  of  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1873. 

(See  Appendix  C  9.) 

BXAKINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOB  DIPEOVEMENT. 

To  eomplj  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor' act  of  March  3, 
1875,  Maijor  Barlow  was  charged  with  the  survey  of  the  cha/nfiel  of  West 
ffaren  Harbor,  Connecticut.    For  his  report  thereon  see  Appendix  O  10 . 
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niPEOYEMENT  OF  HUDSON  EIVEE— EBMOVAIi  OF  OBSTEXTOTIONS  IN 
EAST  BIYEB,  INCLUDING  HELL  GATE— IMPROVEMENT  OP  HABLEHC 
EIVEB  AND  EAST  CHESTEE  OBEEK,  AND  OF  THE  HABBOES  OF  POBT 
CHESTEE  AND  BONDOUT,  IN  NEW  YOBK— PASSAIC  BITER  AND  THE 
CHANNEL  BETWEEN  STATEN  ISLAND  AND  NEW  JEBSEY — HABBOBS 
ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who 
has  under  his  immediate  o):ders  Capt.  W.  H.  Heuer  and  Lieut.  J.  U. 
Willard,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Hudson  River,  New  Zorfe.— The  operations  during 
the  fiscal  year  have  been  as  follows : 

1.  Surveys  were  made  and  maps  constructed  of  Eound  and  Fish-boose 
Shoals,  Cuylers  Bar,  Old  State  Dam,  Winnie's  Bar,  Cedar  Hill  Bar, 
Coeymans,  New  Baltimore,  and  Overslaugh. 

2.  At  New  Baltimore  there  were  begun  and  finished— 

Of  the  new  dike 2,914  feet  • 

Of  the  cross  dike 314  feet- 

3.  Five  thousand  cubic  yards  were  dredged  from  channel  at  New  Bal- 
timore, 7,000  cubic  yards  from  Cedar  Hill  Bar,  and  12,000  cubic  yards 
from  Coeymans  Bar. 

4.  Repairs  were  made  to  crib-dikes  at  Hill  House,  Base  and  Patroon's 
Islands,  the  Bath,  Van  Wies,  and  Cow  Island  dikes,  (the  latter  raised 
one  foot, )  to  the  Cedar  Hill  and  Castleton  dikes,  and  the  dikes  at 
Coeymans. 

5.  Willows  were  planted  along  Cow  Island  dike,  at  Staats  dike,  on 
the  shoal  northeast  of  Coeymans,  and  on  the  lower  end  of  Schermerhorn 
Island. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $39,770  63 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 34, 255  54 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 5,515  09 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 50, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 164, 116  47 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  ane  30, 1878 .  66, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  1.) 

2.  Removing  obstructions  in  East  River  and  Hell  Gate,  Netc  Torlc. — 
HalleVs  Point. — Daring  the  year  the  work  has  been  confined  to  drilling 
holes  in  the  roof  and  piers  preparatory  to  the  final  blast.  The  roof  of 
the  mine  contains  5,375  holes,  each  3  inches  in  diameter,  and  averaging 
9  feet  in  length  ]  the  piers  contain  1,385  holes,  of  which  288  are  2 
inches  in  diameter,  the  balance  being  3  inches  in  diameter,  and  aver- 
aging 9  feet  in  length. 

Flood  RocJc, — Daring  the  year  two  shafts,  65  feet  apart,  have  been  par- 
tially completed,  the  larger  one  being  10  by  20  feet  in  plan  and  51  feet 
deep,  the  bottom  being  41  feet  below  mean  low  water;  the  smaller  shaft 
is  abont  12  feet  sqaare  in  plan  and  is  32  feet  deep.  The  aggregate 
length  of  tannels  driven  from  the  two  shafts  is  229  feet 

Number  of  holes  drilled 13,826 

Number  of  drills  sharpened 4,691 

Loss  of  steel  by  abrasion  and  dressing,  pounds 359 

Cost  of  drilling  per  linear  foot  of  holes,  cents 42 

Cubic  yards  of  rock  removed 1,462 

Operations  of  Steam-drilling  Scotc. — Coenties  Reef — The  removal  of 
this  reef  was  completed  August  27,  1875,  a  depth  of  25^  feet  at  mean 
low  water  having  been  obtained. 

Cubic  yards  of  rock  removed 1,375 

Number  of  drill-hole  blasts  made 40 
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Xomber  of  surf  aoe-blastfl  made 5 

Namber  of  holes  drilled 271 

Number  of  feet  drilled 2,017.93 

Mtro-glycerine  need,  pounds 13,8401 

Dynamite,  ponndB.... 88 

Cost  per  cabio  yard 833.89 

Diamond  Beef. — The  scow  was  engaged  on  this  reef  from  October  8, 
1875,  to  November  24, 1875,  and  resulted  in  the  removal  of  a  part  of 
the  reef  to  a  depth  of  26  feet  at  mean  low  water.  Work  had  to  be  sus- 
pended for  want  of  fnnds. 

Cable  yards  of  rook  removed 971.7 

Namberof  driU-hole  blasts  made 19 

Number  of  enrface-blasts  made 4 

Number  of  holes  drilled • 131 

Nomber  of  fieet  drilled l,318i 

Nitro-glycerine,  x>oands 8,581 

Cost  per  cabic  yard t24  53 

Amoont  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $252,718  46 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 198, 577  00 

Amoont  available  Jnly  1, 1876 54, 141  46 

Amoont  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14, 1876 250, 000  00 

Amoont  (estimated)  required  tor  completion  of  existing  project 3, 213, 278  55 

Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
im 600,000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  2.) 

3.  Ihredging  in  Hudson  River^  o])po8itG  Jersey  City. — Under  contract, 
1(^.924  cable  yards  of  soft  material  were  dredged  from  the  river  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Canard  Docks  and  Jersey  Ferry  slips,  and  by  hired  labor 
57,715  cable  yards,  making  a  total  of  163,639  cubic  yards  of  material 
removed. 

Amount  available  July  1,1675 $23,756  63 

Amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year  en diuff  June  30, 1876 23,655  58 

Amoont  available  July  1,  1876,  including  ^3  due  on  contracts 101  05 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  pniject 76, 807  20 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  uue  30,  lb7d .    76, 800  00 

(See  Appendix  D  3.) 

1  Improvement  of  Harlem  River^  New  York. — Operations  were  con- 
ducted with  the  steam-drilling  scow,  and  resulted  in  the  removal  of  the 
reef  off  East  125th  street,  from  a  depth  of  9  feet  to  that  of  14^  feet  at 
mean  low  water,  in  36  working  days,  from  August  27, 1875,  to  October 
7, 1875. 

Cabic  yards  of  rock  removed - 1,003 

Xamber  of  driU-hole  blasts  made 13 

Komber  of  surface-blasts  made 2 

Xamber  of  holes  drilled 102 

Xamber  of  feet  drilled 931.16 

Nltio-glycerine  ased,  pounds 5,774 

Cost  per  cubic  yard 816  53 

Amoont  avaUable  Jnly  1, 1875 $17,673  26 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 17, 673  26 

Amoont  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 146, 875  56 

Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .    50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Passaic  River,  New  Jersey. — BellevilU  Bar. — The 
channel  cat  through  this  bar  has  been  swept  over  and  some  loose  stones 
taken  np;  a  projection  of  solid  rock  was  also  found,  which  required  a 
snrfiEice-blast  to  break  it  ap  for  removal. 

Rwlhefford  ParJc  Bar. — The  small  drilling-scow  was  employed  in  drill- 
ing and  blasting  projecting  masses  of  bed-rock  for  the  purpose  of  straight- 
ening the  cat  throagh  this  bar ;  the  broken  rock  was  removed  by  means 
of  a  small  grapple  rigged  to  the  drilling-scow. 
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HoUniana  Bar. — By  hired  labor  a  cat  has  been  made  through  this  bar 
1,300  feet  long,  50  feet  wide  at  the  top,  and  40  feet  wide  on  the  bottom, 
giving  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low  water. 

A  cat  of  300  feet  was  also  made  through  a  small  bar  above  Holsmans. 

Axnoant  available  July  1, 1875 $17,234  10 

Axnoont  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 16, 770  63 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 463  47 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  req^uired  for  completion  of  existing  project .  - 24, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    24, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  East  Chester  CreeJc^  New  York. — No  work  has  been 
done  daring  the  year,  the  State  commissioners  not  having  as  yet  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  title  to  all  the  several  parcels  of  land  required, 
one  parcel  yet  remaining  unsettjed.  The  prospect  is,  at  present,  that 
this  will  be  adjusted  at  an  early  date. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1075 $32,519  79 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 1, 698  97 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 30,8^20  h2 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 136, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  

(See  Appendix  D  6.) 

7.  Improvement  of  Port  Chester  Harbor j  New  York. — 5"o  appropriation 
having  been  made  for  this  work,  no  operations  were  conducted  during 
the  year. 

Amount  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $2,236  70 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 2,236  70 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 84, 632  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878, 

to  complete  the  removal  of  sunken  rooks 60, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  7.) 

8.  Improvement  of  Rondout  Harbor^  New  York. — ^o  appropriation  hav- 
ing been  made  for  this  work,  no  operations  were  conducted.  Some  re- 
pairs were  made  to  the  pile  dike  and  to  the  crib  sunk  on  the  end  of  the 
dike,  an  allotment  of  $1,000  having  been  made  for  that  purpose  from  the 
appropriations  for  repairs  of  harbors  on  the  Atlantic  coast  and  contin- 
gencies of  rivers  and  harbors,  &c. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $9  31 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 9  31 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 112, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    74, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  8.) 

9.  Improvement  of  the  channel  bettceen  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey. — 
The  board  of  engineers  appointed  to  examine  and  report  a  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  this  channel  made  their  report  December  15, 1875,  and 
submitted  the  following  estimate : 

Dredpng,  230,000  cubic  yards,  at  16  cents $36,800  00 

Contmgenoies,  10  percent 3,680  00 

40,480  00 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 • 254  24 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 24  50 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 229  74 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  Teetimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 480  00 

Amount  tnat  oan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  9.) 
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10.  Improvement  of  the  'harbor  at  Plattaburghy  New  TorJc. — During  the 
jear  no  oi)eratioDS  have  been  condncted. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $5,473  92 

Amount  expended  darinff  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 532  40 

Amoant  available  Jaly  f,  1876 4,941  52 

11.  Improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Burlington^  Vermont. — During  the 
year  the  superstructure  of  the  extension  of  145  feet  of  breakwater  has 
Wen  completed  and  the  crib- work  for  an  extension  of  160  feet  in  a  north- 
erly direction  has  been  sunk  and  filled  with  stone. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1876,  the  southern  end  of  the  breakwater 
was  very  much  injured  by  a  succession  of  ice-floes  coming  in  contact 
with  it  during  the  prevalence  of  a  tenific  northwesterly  storm. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $33,038  3^ 

Amoont  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 25, 447  6^ 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $6,4'?0  due  on  contracta 7, 590  7^ 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Augnst  14, 1876 20, 000  0^ 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 295, 000  OO 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  10.) 

12.  Improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Rvcanton^  Vermont — During  the  year 
the  superstructure  of  the  extension  of  70  feet  of  breakwater  has  been 
completed,  and  the  damage  done  to  the  crib  by  the  ice  in  April,  1875, 
has  been  repaired. 

The  crib- work  for  an  extension  of  69  feet  has  been  sunk  and  filled 
with  stone. 

AmountavailableJnly  1,1875 $12,843  91 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  ^ear  ending  June  30,  1876 9, 432  06 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $2,470.20  due  on  contracts 3, 411  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 2, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  rea aired  for  completion  of  existing  project 237, 160  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  11.)   . 

13.  Improvement  of  Otter  Greeks  Vermont. — During  the  year  the  creek 
was  dredged  by  contract,  and  13,000  cubic  yards  of  silt,  stone,  clay, 
gravel,  and  sunken  logs  removed. 

The  improvements  thus  far  made  enable  vessels  to  ascend  with  their 
cargoes  to  within  150  feet  of  the  "Horse  Nail  factory  wharf." 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $5, 0^  47 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 5, 022  78 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1876 , 63  69 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 43, 146  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  43, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  12.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOE  IMPROVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  oif  March  3, 
1875,  LieateDant-Colonel  Newton  was  charged  with  and  has  completed 
the  following : 

L  Examination  at  Bouse^s  Pointy  Lake  Champlain^  New  York. — (See 
Appendix  D  13.) 

2.  Survey  at  Port  Eenry^  Lake  Champlainj  Netc  rorfe— (See  Appendix 
DIL)  . 

8.  Survey  of  Echo  Harbor^  New  RocheUej  New  York. — (See  Appendix  D 
15.) 
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00NSTRT70TI0N  OF  PIER  AT  LEWES,  BEL.— HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS  ON 
DELAWARE  RIVER  AND  BAY— IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  NAVIGATION 
OP  DELAWARE  AND  SCHUYLKILL  RIVERS ;  OF  BROADEXLN  RIVER, 
DELAWARE  ;  AND  OF  SHREWSBURY  RIVER  AND  OOHANSEY  CREEK, 
NEW  JERSEY— DELAWARE  BREAKWATER  HARBOR. 

OflScer  in  charge,  Lient.  OoL  J.  D.  Kartz,  Corps,  of  Engineers,  with 
Oapt.  M.  fi.  Brown,  Corps  of  Engineers,  nnder  his  orders  to  October  28, 
1875. 

1.  Construction  of  pier  near  Lewes^  Delaware. — Daring  the  fiscal  year 
work  on  the  pier  has  been  advanced  as  follows :  The  delivery  of  the  35 
pile-shafts,  and  their  corresponding  screws,  caps,  braces,  and  other  parts 
mannfactnred  nnder  the  contract  of  Apnl  24,  1875,  was  commenced 
early  in  July,  and  the  last  shipment  was  made  in  October. 

Thirty  piles  have  been  inserted,  the  first  row  of  5  piles,  1,428  feet, 
and  the  last  1,533  feet  from  the  abutment  zero,  increasing  the  length  of 
the  substructure  126  feet,  and  the  depth  of  water  from  19  to  21  feet  at 
low-water. 

The  superstructure  was  lengthened  from  1,302  feet  to  1,428  feet,  or  126 
feet. 

The  near  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation  in  October  required  a  sus- 
pension of  operations,  leaving  on  hand  iron  material  for  2  more  bays, 
or  42  linear  feet  of  substructure. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  it  is  proposed,  should  an 
appropriation  be  made  for  the  purpose,  to  place  in  position  the  material 
on  hand,  to  contract  for  other  material  for  4  bays,  and  to  place  it  in  the 
work. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $39,293  90 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 39, 218  47 

Amonnt  available  July  1,1876 75  43 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 70,000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .    70, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  1.) 

2.  Ice-harbor  at  New  Castle^  Delaware. — A  new  stone  ice-pier  has  been 
completed  during  the  year,  and  the  outbr  end  of  the  coal-wharf,  below 
the  harbor,  has  been  removed  for  a  distance  of  108  feet  from  the  head. 
The  present  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  removal  of  this 
wharf  to  the  line  established  by  the  town  commissioners. 

Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  construct  another  ice-pier  at  this  harbor, 
and  to  dredge  out  the  accumulated  sediment,  for  which  purpose  an  ap- 
propriation of  $28,500  is  asked. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $34,043  70 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 30, 949  30 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 3,094  40 

*       Iby  ■  ■  -  -"  


Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 12, 000  00 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 28, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    28, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  E  2.) 

3.  Wilmington  Harbor^  Delaware. — During  the  past  year  work  has 
been  in  progress  along  the  channel  of  the  river  near  the  entrance,  just 
above  and  below  3rd  street,  and  above  Market  street.  The  result 
has  been  to  increase  the  width  of  the  channel  at  the  locality  near  the 
mouth  to  300  feet,  and  above  3rd  and  Market  streets  to  150  feet,  and 
in  each  case  to  afford  12  feet  depth  of  water  at  low  tide.  At  the  rock 
excavation  the  depth  has  been  made  13  feet. 
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It  is  proposed  the  present  season  to  remove  by  dredging,  between  the 
month  of  the  Brandywine  and  just  above  Market  street,  about  21,000 
cubic  yards  of  mud,  and  just  below  3rd  street  210  cubic  yards  of  rock, 
which  will  complete  the  improvement  at  that  point 

I^ezt  season  it  is  proposed  to  remove,  by  dredging,  between  the 
mouth  of  the  river  and  the  mouth  of  the  Brandy  wine,  about  70,000 
cubic  yards  of  mud.    This  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $20,000. 

Amount  available  Jaljr  1, 1875 ^10,129  34 

AmoaDt  expeoded  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 10, 009  05 

Amonnt  arailable  July  1,  1876 120  29 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approred  AugosC  14,  1876 16, 000  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000  00 

Amount tliat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 . .  20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  3.) 

4.  Marctts  Hook  Harbor^  Penn^lvania. — During  the  year  important 
repairs  have  been  made  to  the  lower  outer  Ice-pier.  The  damage  sus- 
tained by  the  pier  from  collision  of  an  iron-steamship  was  more  serious 
than  was  apparent  upon  the  first  examination,  and  the  cost  for  repairs 
in  excess  of  the  original  estimate,  which  was  $1,650,  the  cost  being 
fiuaUy  $2,509. 

It  is  proposed  to  examine  the  river-bottom  around  the  bases  of  the 
foor  piers  with  a  view  of  protecting  them  with  a  riprap  wall,  should 
their  condition  require  it. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $9,497  53 

Amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1^^6 2, 795  62 

Amountavailable  July  1,1876 6,701  91 

(See  Appendix  E  4.) 

5.  Ice  Harbor  at  Chester^  Pennsylvania. — Since  the  year  1873,  when 
the  connecting  bridges  to  the  upper  line  of  piers  were  renewed,  no  work 
has  been  done  at  this  harbor.  A  portion  of  the  upper  timber-work,  at 
npper  and  lower  piers  arid  wharves,  and  the  bridge  to  the  lower  pier, 
require  renewing;  also,  minor  repairs  are  needed  to  the  connecting 
hridges  to  upper  piers,  and  to  the  earth  and  stone  causeway  leading 
from  lower  pier  back  to  the  fast  land. 

Should  an  appropriation  be  made  available,  it  is  proposed  to  execute 
the  repairs  required  at  this  harbor  during  the  present  season. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approv^ed  Angast  14,  1876 $2, 600 

AmoQDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 400 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878 3, 400 

{See  Appendix  £  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  Schuylkill  River^  Pennsylvania. — During  the  past 
year,  dredging  has  been  done  at  the  mouth  ;  near  Girard  Point ;  above 
Penrose  Ferry  bridge,  and  near  Gibson's  Point.  In  all  cases  the  depth 
of  water  attained  is  20  feet  at  low  tide.  Except  for  a  short  strip  just 
above  Penrose,  an  nuinterrupted  channel  now  exists  from  the  mouth  to 
Gibson's,  with  not  less  than  150  feet  in  width  and  20  feet  depth  at  low 
water. 

It  is  proposed  during  the  present  season  to  remove  a  small  amount  of 
deposit  from  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  3,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel  from 
the  channel  above  Penrose  Ferry  bridge  to  complete  the  work  there ; 
18,000  cubic  yards  of  coarse  material  and  150  cubic  yards  of  rock  from 
the  channel  near  Gibson's,  and  8,000  cubic  yards  of  material  from  the 
channel  above  Gibson's  Point. 

It  is  recommended  to  increase  the  width  and  depth  of  the  channel  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  former  to  300  feet  and  the  latter  to  24  feet 
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at  an  estimated  cost  of  $75,000,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  great  grain 
trade  now  conducted  at  the  Qirard  Point  elevator. 

Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  remove  aboat  140,000  cubic  yards  of  mad 
between  the  mouth  and  Girard  Point,  to  obtain  ultimately  24  feet  depth 
at  low  water,  and  150  cubic  yards  of  rock  from  the  channel  above  Gib 
son's. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $19,759  34 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 18?6 19, 659  49 

Amount  available  July  1,  1«76 99  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 209, 700  00 

Amount  that  can  be.profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  60, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  6.) 

7.  Improvement  of  Belatcare  River  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar, — During  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876, 125,016  cubic  yards  of  material  have 
been  removed,  affording  22  feet  depthuof  water  at  low  tide. 

Operations  have  been  in  progress  under  two  contracts,  and  under 
appropriations  made  by  acts  dated  respectively  June  23,  1874,  and 
March  3, 1875.  The  work  ceased  April  5, 1876,  under  the  latter  appro- 
priation, and  was  then  continued  under  the  appropriation  for  improving 
the  Delaware  Eiver  between  Petty's  Island  and  its  mouth. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $39,959  89 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  endmg  June  30,  ld76 39, 959  89 

(See  Appendix  E  7.) 

8.  Improvement  of  Delaware  Biver  between  Peitxfs  Island  and  its  mouth. — 
During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  operations  have  been 
applied  under  this  appropriation  to  improvements  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar, 
Bulkhead  shoals,  and  the  channel  below  Reedy  Island. 

At  Port  Mifflin  Bar,  96,221  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed,  the 
extent  of  the  excavation  being  about  2,500  feet  in  length  and  200  feet 
in  width,  the  new  channel  being  now  about  1,200  feet  wide,  with  about 
22  feet  depth  at  ordinary  low  tide. 

At  Bulkhead  Shoals  about  98,000  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed 
from  a  shoal  at  the  "  Bend.''  A  cut  2,800  feet  in  length  and  250  feet  in 
width  was  made,  with  a  depth  of  water  of  21  feet  at  low  tide. 

Below  Eeedy  Island  a  sunken  wreck  has  been  removed  from  the  main 
ship  channel. 

It  is  proposed  during  the  present  season  to  remove  accumulations  of 
mud  that  have  taken  place  in  Fort  Mifflin  Bar  cut  and  at  its  southern 
outlet,  to  continue  the  improvement  at  Bulkhead  Shoals,  and  remote 
existing  shoal  points  on  the  northern  and  western  side  of  the  channel. 

Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  removal  of  shoal  points  along 
the  easterly  side  of  Bulkhead  Channel,  lower  down  the  river. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $49,075  55 

Amount  expended  dunng  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 49, 075  55 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 40, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 235, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1878.  100, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  8.) 

9.  Improvetnent  of  Delaware  River  between  Trenton  and  White  Hill,  New 
Jersey.— The  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1876, 
was  expended  in  improving  the  channel  around  Periwig  Island.  A 
channel  with  a  width  of  125  feet  and  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low-water  was 
the  result  of  the  operations.    If  a  further  appropriation  be  made,  it  will 
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be  applied  at  the  aame  locality,  to  remedy  obstructious  caused  by  freshets, 
aod  to  widen  the  channel. 

Amount  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $10,000 

Amoant  expeoded  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 10, 000 

Amonnt  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  oi  existing  project 30, 000 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 10, 000 

(See  Appendix  E  9.) 

10.  Improvement  of  Broadkiln  River^  Delaware. — The  appropriation 
for  this  work  was  exhausted  in  1874,  since  when  no  further  appropria- 
tion has  been  made. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  the  completion  of  existing  project. , $60, 447 

Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1678 10, 000 

(See  Appendix  E  10.) 

IL  Improvement  of  the  north  and  south  branches  of  Shrewsbury  Biver^ 
New  Jersey. — No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  last  fiscal  year. 

A  survey  has  been  made  at  several  places,  and  an  estimate  of  $18,000 
submitted  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  at  Upper  and  Lower  Eocky 
Points. 

Should  it  be  the  intention  of  Congress  to  continue  this  improvement, 
the  sum  of  $13,000  will  be  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1878. 

(See  Appendix  E  11.) 

12.  Improvement  of  Gohansey  Creeks  Netv  Jersey. — No  appropriation 
was  made  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30, 1875  and  1876,  for  con- 
tiouing  this  improvement. 

An  appropriation  is  asked  for  widening  and  deepening  the  channel 
in  accordance  with  the  original  project  for  the  work. 

Amount  (estinubted)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project (20, 000 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 ....      10, 000 

(See  Appendix  E  12.) 

13.  Delaware  Breakwater  Harbor, — Nothing  has  been  done  by  the 
United  States  during  the  year  to  the  works  forming  this  harbor. 

By  permission  of  the  War  Department  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  have  occupied  the  old  light-house  building  on  the  Breakwater 
as  a  telegraph  station,  and  have  erected  a  line  of  poles  and  wires  along 
the  structure,  the  connection  with  the  shore-line  being  made  by  means 
of  a  cable  laid  across  the  channel  to  the  beach  opposite. 

(See  Appendix  E  13.) 

14.  Port  Wardenn?  lAne^  Philadelphia,  Pa, — ^This  question  remains  as 
last  reported,  nothiug  on  the  subject  having  been  heard  from  the  mu- 
nicipal authorities  of  Philadelphia. 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SUBVBYS  FOB  IMPBOVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  lieutenant  Colonel  Kurtz  was  charged  with  and  has  completed 
the  following : 

1.  Examination  of  the  piers  at  Marcus  Eooky  Pa. 

2.  Examination  of  the  lower  pier  at  Chester j  Pa. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  were  submitted  with  my  last  annual 
report 

3.  Survey  of  the  north  and  south  branches  of  Shrewsbury  Biver^  New 
Jersey. 

(See  Appendix  E  14.) 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


62  ^  REPO&T   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF  ENGINEERS. 

IMPBOYEMENT  OF  HARBORS  AND  RIVERS  OF  CHESAPEAKE  BAY,  MART- 
LAlND  ;  OF  JAMES  AND  APPOMATTOX  RIVERS,  VIRaiNIA,  AND  OP  THE 
CAPE  FEAR  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  William  P.  Oraigbill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who 
has  had  under  his  immediate  orders  Capt.  G.  B.  Phillips,  daring  the 
fiscal  year,  and  Lient.  Edward  Magnire,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  May 
5, 1876. 

1.  Improvement  of  Susquehanna  River ^  near  Havre  de  Ora<^j  Maryland, — 
^o  appropriation  was  made  for  this  work  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1876,  and  no  work  of  any  kind  has  been  done.  No  examina- 
tion of  it  could  be  made,  and  its  condition  is  therefore  not  known. 

(See  Appendix  F  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  Northeast  River^  Maryland. — No  funds  have  been 
available  for  this  locality  during  the  fiscal  year.  No  examination  of  it 
could  be  made,  and  its  present  condition  is  therefore  not  known. 

(See  Appendix  F  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  Elk  River^  Maryland. — ^After  some  difficulty  and 
delay  in  finding  a  contractor  for  this  Jocality,  at  a  suitable  price  to  at- 
tain any  useful  result  with  the  available  appropriation,  $5,000,  made 
March  3, 1875,  a  contractor  commenced  dredging  September  30, 1875, 
and  completed  his  engagement  February  12,  1876.  The  number  of 
cubic  yards  taken  out  was  16,565  at  26  cents  per  yard,  including  rede- 
posit. 

The  work  done  was  the  excavation  of  a  channel  40  feet  wide  at  bot- 
tom with  proper  slopes,  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low-water  from  the 
iron  bridge  at  Elkton,  to  a  point  about  a  half  mile  below,  and  making  a 
basin  near  the  wharves  of  the  town  for  turning  steamboats. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  improvement,  including  Little  Elk,  was 
$36,000,  and  excluding  it  $30,000.  The  appropriations  have  been  $5,000, 
.June  23, 1874,  $5,000  March  3, 1875,  total,  $10,000.  If  it  bd  decided  by 
Congress  to  complete  this  improvement  as  originally  proposed,  the 
remainder  of  the  estimate  should  be  appropriated  in  one  sum. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 84,680  55 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1676 4, 680  55 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Worton  Harbor,  Maryland. — No  funds  have  been 
available  for  this  locality  during  the  fiscal  year.  No  examination  of  it 
could  be  made,  and  its  present  condition  is  therefore  not  known. 

(See  Appendix  F  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Queenstoivn  Harbor,  Maryland. — No  funds  have  been 
available  for  this  locality  during  the  fiscal  year.  No  examination  of  it 
could  be  made,  and  its  present  condition  is  therefore  not  known. 

(See  Appendix  F  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  Chester  River  at  Kent  Island  Xarrows,  Maryland.^ 
The  appropriations  for  this  work  have  been,  March  3, 1873,  $15,000 ; 
June  23, 1874,  $5,000 ;  August  14, 1876,  $5,000 ;  but  owing  to  causes  of 
delay  explained  in  previous  reports,  nothing  was  done  in  carrying  oat 
the  project  until  May,  1875. 

Operations  ceased  July  7, 1876,  the  available  funds  being  exhausted. 
The  portion  of  the  work  on  the  Easton  Bay  side  was  completed  to  a 
width  of  80  feet  in  September,  1875. 
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On  the  Chester  Biver  side  the  width  had  been  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance made  100  feet — the  width  originally  designed — the  remainder  be- 
ing not  less  than  75  feet  wide.  The  causeway  had  been  cat  throngh  in 
May,  1876,  a  bridge  with  draw-span  of  60  feet,  as  required  by  law,  hav- 
ing been  previously  bnilt  at  the  expense  of  the  counties  of  Queen  Anne 
and  Talbot.  Thus  through  the  entire  channel  (except  the  causeway)  a 
width  of  not  less  than  75  feet  had  been  attained.  A  depth  of  7  feet 
at  ordinary  low-water  has  been  also  attained  throngh  the  entire  length 
of  the  channel. 

Three  thousand  dollars  would  fill  out  the  estimate ;  but  owing  to  the 
long  but  unavoidable  delay  and  protraction  of  the  operations  which 
have  occurred,  and  the  attendant  increase  of  expense,  the  sum  of  $5,000 
will  not  more  than  complete  the  work  estimated  for.  To  keep  the 
channel  open  when  excavated,  occasional  repairs  will  be  required.  The 
cost  will  probably  average  $3,000  per  annum. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $18,704  98 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1876 13, 330  83 

Amonnt  ayailable  Jaly  1, 1876,  inclading  $1,282.73  due  ou  contracts 5, 374  15 

Afflonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5»  000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1578,  (see  explanation  above) 3,000  00 

(See  Appendi]^  F  6.) 

7.  Improvement  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Baltimore^  Maryland. — 
The  operations  of  the  year  have  been  confined  to  the  Brewerton  Ohannel. 
An  addition  of  about  40  feet  to  its  width  has  been  made,  and  the  turn  has 
been  rendered  easier  for  long  steamers  at  the  angle  where  this  channel 
joins  the  Fort  McHenry  Ohannel.  Some  shoaling  was  found  to  have 
taken  plaee,  as  has  been  always  expected  and  predicted,  at  the  lower 
end  of  this  channel,  where  it  necessarily  projects  into  and  across  the 
current  of  the  Susquehanna  below  North  Point.  No  place,  however, 
was  found  with  less  than  23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

The  object  of  this  work  has  been  to  make  such  a  channel  as  will 
enable  vessels  drawing  22J  or  23  feet,  to  come  to  the  city  at  any  ordi- 
nary state  of  the  tide.  At  high- water  vessels  of  24  feet  can  be  brought 
np.  This  object  has  been  attained,  but  the  width  of  channel  is  the 
minimum.  For  the  reasons  stated  by  the  oflQcer  in  charge,  an  appro- 
priation of  $135,000  is  strongly  recommended. 

Amoant  available  July  1,1875 $69,485  87 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 68, 691  19 

Amonnt  available  July  1,1876 794  68 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 75, 000  00 

AmooDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project^  (see  report 

of  lastyear) 160,000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. .  135, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  7.) 

8.  Improvement  of  Cambridge  Harbor^  Maryland. — ^No  funds  have 
been  available  for  this  locality  dnring  the  fiscal  year.  Ko  examination 
of  it  could  be  made,  and  its  present  condition  is  therefore  not  known. 

(See  Appendix  F  8.) 

0.  Improvement  of  the  Wicomico  River ^  near  Salisbury^  Maryland. — ^The 
original  plan  of  improvement  was  to  dredge  a  channel  75  feet  wide  and 
7  feet  deep,  at  mean  low -water,  and  deposit  the  material  behind  longitu- 
dinal dikes.  The  work  dragged  through  a  part  of  1872, 1873, 1874,  and 
a  part  of  1875,  owing  to  insuflBcient  appropriations,  and  other  causes  of 
delay.  For  a  history  of  the  progress  up  to  June  30, 1876,  see  last  annual 
report. 
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The  diking  was  completed,  as  far  as  funds  allowed,  July  16, 1875,  the 
length  of  new  diking  being  1,636  feet. 

The  dredging  was  continued  until  Jauuary  7, 1876,  when  the  funds 
were  exhausted  and  the  work  suspended. 

It  had  been  expected  to  use  the  available  means  in  making  a  channel 
60  feet  wide  at  bottom,  and  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  and  in  pre- 
paring a  basin  near  the  wharves  for  steamboats  to  turn  in.  This  was 
accomplished,  except  for  a  short  space,  where  a  width  of  but  38  feet 
could  be  given,  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

The  appropriations  have  been,  June  10, 1872,  March  3, 1873,  June  23, 

1874,  March  3, 1875,  August  14, 1876  j  total  825,000.  Should  the  origi- 
nal plan  be  carried  out,  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  will  still  be  re- 
quired. 

Amountsvailable  July  1,1875 $11,669  22 

AiuouD t  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jone  30, 1876 11, 598  Id 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 71  04 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5,  COO  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  lor  completion  of  existing  project,  (see  last 

annual  report) 20,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  15, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  9.) 

10.  Improvement  of  harbor  of  Crisfield^  Maryland. — ^The  object  of  this 
improvement  was  to  dredge  a  cbannel  of  about  12  feet  depth  at  mean 
low-water  across  the  bar  near  Somer's  Gove  light  to  the  railroad- wharf 
and  to  make  a  basin  for  vessels  at  and  near  the  town.  The  estimate 
was  937,317.50,  all  of  which  was  appropriated  in  one  sum  March  3, 
1875. 

The  work  was  soon  placed  under  contract  and  commenced  May  12, 

1875.  It  was  completed  May,  1876,  to  the  satisfaction,  it  is  believed, 
of  all  concerned.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  repairs  will  in  time  be 
required  for  this  artiiicial  channel  and  harbor,  but  no  appropriation  is 
now  needed  or  asked  for. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $35,575  62 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 35, 555  84 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 19  76 

(See  Appendix  F  10.) 

11.  Improvement  of  Jam^  River ^  Virginia, — The  work  of  the. United 
States  on  this  improvement  has  been  done  partly  by  contract  and 
partly  by  machinery  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Certain  machinery 
belonging  to  the  city  of  Eichmond  has  also  been  hired  and  operated  by 
the  United  States,  the  rental  not  exceeding  the  cost  to  the  city  of  re- 
pairs. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  cubic  yards  removed : 

New  channel  at  Gillie's  Creek  Shoal :  earth,  18,794  yards ;  rock,  196 ; 
side  channels  to  Drury's  Island  dike :  earth,  4,148 ;  new  channel  at 
Goode's  Bocks :  earth,  1,600;  rock,  949;  enlargement  of  Dutch  Gap  cn^ 
off:  earth,  31,016.  The  city  of  fiichmond  has  done  a  nearly  equal  quan- 
tity of  work. 

The  United  States  has  built  dikes  and  wing-dams  as  follows:  At 
upper  end  of  Drury's  Island,  by  contract,  1,326|  linear  feet ;  at  Rich- 
mond Bar,  by  hired  force,  683  feet ;  and  at  Eandolph  Flats,  788  feet ; 
total,  2,797J  feet. 

The  Dutch  Gap  cut-off  is  now  180  feet  wide  at  surface  of  water  and 
has  a  depth  of  about  15  feet  at  low-tide.  It  can  be  used  by  all  classes 
of  vessels  coming  to  Richmond,  but  would  be  improved  by  a  further  en- 
largement   The  condition  of  the  river  is  otherwise  better  than  it  was 
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a  year  ago.  The  new  channel  through  Gillie's  Creek  Shoal  permits  ves- 
sels of  14  feet  draught  to  leave  the  dock  and  proceed  to  sea.  The  shal- 
low reach  below  Bockett's  Reef  has  been  deepened  and  widened,  and 
the  channel  over  Richmond  Bar  has  been  increased  in  width  100  feet. 

A  comparison  of  the  condition  of  the  river  at  present  with  what  it 
was  five  years  ago  shows  a  very  great  actual  improvement,  and  what 
has  already  been  accomplished  at  the  same  time  opens  the  way  for  a  more 
rapid  advance  at  moderate  cost  to  a  still  higher  state  of  usefulness  to  com- 
merce. 

Amoant  avaUable  Jaly  1, 1875 $47,555  09 

AmoQDt  expeDded  during  fiscal  year  eudiug  Jane  30,  1S76 47, 450  50 

Amoant  axaUable  July  1,  l«7t> 104  59 

ImooDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angiist  14,  1876 60, 000  00 

Amooot  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 293, 80S  00 

Amoimt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 187 1^ .  140, 000  00 

(SeeAppendixFll.) 

12.  Improvement  of  Appomattox  Elver j  Virginia, — The  work  of  the  year 
has  heen  done  with  funds  provided  March  3, 1875.  The  spring  freshets 
of  1875  having  caused  some  filling  in  the  channel  in  its  uufiinished  con- 
dition, the  first  operation  was  that  of  removing  these  deposits,  in  order 
to  fi&cilitate  navigation.  The  remainder  of  the  appropriation  has  been 
devoted  to  widening  the  Puddledock  channel  to  about  100  feet,  an  im- 
portant step  forward  in  the  plan  of  permanent  improvement.  The  total 
cost  of  the  improvement  has  been  rendered  greater  up  to  this  time  than 
necessary,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  properly  conducting  such  a 
work  wiUi  inadequate  means. 

Amoant  available  July  1,  ia75 839,058  03 


Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 31, 444  86 

1, '     ^  •     '    '*      "■  ~  ■  " ' 

)y  act  approved  AugUi 
Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  (see  last 


Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  §1,331.26  dne  on  contracts 7, 613  17 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 30, 000  00 


aooaal  report) 113,000  00 

Amooot  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .    83, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  12.) 

13.  Improvement  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  Xorth  Carolina. — The  width 
of  the  new  channel  behind  the  Horseshoe  Shoal  has  been  increased  from 
100  to  about  200  feet,  and  its  depth  from  9  to  12  feet  at  low- water.  This 
v^ork  has  been  carried  on  simultaneously  with  laying  an  apron  of  tim- 
ber, brush,  and  stone  on  the  bottom  in  the  opening  between  Federal 
Point  and  Zeke's  Island,  and  has  the  same  object,  the  diversion  of  water 
from  New  Inlet  to  the  old  mouth  of  the  river,  near  Baldhead  Point.  Both 
operations  have  been  successful.  This  apron  has  been  made  as  high 
aud  the  channel  has  been  made  as  wide  as  the  available  funds  permitted. 

The  suction-dredge  Woodbury  was  worked  on  the  Baldhead  Bar  until 
late  in  January,  1876,  when  the  condition  of  her  machinery  became  such 
that  she  was  necessarily  withdrawn.  Funds  could  not  be  spared  for  her 
repair.    She  has,  consequently,  been  idle  nearly  half  the  year. 

Some  obstructions  have  been  removed  which  were  placed  in  the  river 
near  Wilmington,  during  the  late  war,  by  the  confederate  authorities, 
and  a  few  days' dredging  was  done  at  a  shoal  near  Campbell's  Island. 

The  depth  aimed  at  in  the  year's  operations  has  been  about  12  feet  at 
low-water,  and  very  nearly  this  depth  can  be  carried  at  ordinary  low- 
water  from  Wilmington  to  the  ocean,  a  marked  improvement  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  river. 

Sorveys  of  the  greater  part  of  the  river  from  Wilmington  down  have 
been  made. 

It  is  very  important  for  the  security  of  work  already  done,  and  the 
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attainment  of  the  object  of  the  whole,  that  operations  should  be  vigor- 
ously continued,  especially  at  the  closure  of  ^ew  Inlet. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $211,287  43 

Amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending;  June  30,^876 188, 564  71 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $9,444.46  due  on  contracts 22,722  72 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 132, 500  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  (see  last 

annual  report) 210,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  77, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  F  13.) 

EXAMINATION  OP  THE  AQUEDUCT  BBIDGB  OVER  THE  POTOMAC  BIYSB 
AT  GEORGETOWN,  D.  C. 

Major  Craighill  was  detailed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  upon 
the  condition  of  the  Aqueduct  Bridge^  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  February  3, 1876.  His  report,  dated  March  8, 1876,  may 
be  found  in  Appendix  F  14  to  this  report;  also,  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No. 
39,  44th  Congress,  1st  session. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA ;  OP  OCCOQUAN,  RAPPAHANNOCK,  ELIZA- 
BETH, AND  NANSEMOND  RIYERS,  AND  OF  ACCOTINK,  AQUIA,  AND 
NOMINI  CREEKS,  VIRGINIA  ;  AND  OF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  NORTH  CAR- 
OLINA. 

Engineer  in  charge,  S.  T.  Abert,  United  States  Civil  Engineer. 

1.  Earhorsat  Washington  and  Georgetown^  District  of  Columbia. — This 
improvement  has  been  continued  by  the  removal  of  rocks  in  George- 
town Harbor.  The  work  was  advertised  for  contract  in  July,  1875,  but 
the  bids  received  were  rejected,  as  it  was  found  that  the  work,  which 
was  of  a  special  character,  could  be  done  more  cheaply  by  hired  labor. 
The  machinery  and  force  employed  on  similar  work  on  the  James  Eiver, 
Virginia,  were  transferred  to  Georgetown,  and  active  operations  com- 
menced in  March,  1876.  Three  of  the  most  dangerous  rocks  have  been 
nearly  removed,  the  amount  of  rock  excavation  being  336  cubic  yards. 

In  my  last  annual  report  it  was  stated  that  in  carrying  out  the  plan 
of  improvement  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Survey  created  by  the 
act  of  March  3,  1872,  the  first  operation  of  importance  would  be  the 
removal  of  Easby's  Point,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  $550,000. 

Apart  from  this  there  is  an  immediate  necessity  for  an  appropriation 
of  $14,000,  for  dredging  the  Washington  channel  between  the  arsenal 
and  the  Long  Bridge.  This  channel  is  the  only  access  for  steamboats 
and  shipping  to  the  city  wharves,  and  is  becoming  shoaler  each  suc- 
ceeding year. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $20,755  24 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 11,313  37 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 9,441  87 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  14, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  1.) 

2.  AccotinJc  Creeic,  Virginia. — No  funds  have  been  available  for  this 
improvement  during  the  year,  and  no  work  has  been  done. 

The  amount  required  to  complete  the  work  according  to  the  original 
estimate  is  $14,000. 
(See  Appendix  Q  2.) 

3.  Occoquan  River^  Virginia. — During  the  past  year  a  channel  80  feet 
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wide  and  5^  feet  deep  at  low- water  has  been  excavated  through  the  bar 
between  the  railroad  bridge  and  Occoquan,  the  material  being  deposited 
below  the  bridge.  It  was  found  that  the  channel  had  filled  in  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  require  its  re-excavation.  The  funds  available  were  only 
sufficient  for  a  portion  of  this  work. 

For  the  completion  of  the  impra\'ement  by  the  construction  of  a  dike 
$5,0iH)  are  asked,  in  addition  to  the  $3,000  required  to  complete  the 
dredging. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 S5,493  92 

Ainoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 5, 071  91 

Amonot  available  Jnly  1, 1876 422  01 

AmoQDt  (estiiuated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  io  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  8, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  6  3.) 

4.  Aquta  Creeks  Virginia. — The  channel  commeaced  in  1874 — between 
the  railroad  bridge  and  the  narrows— has  been  completed  to  a  width  of 
40  feet  and  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  low- water.  The  small  sums  appropriated 
for  this  work  render  it  necessary  to  increase  the  total  estimate  to 
$20,000,  and  as  the  total  amount  of  appropriation  to  this  date  is  $5,500, 
there  will  be  required  for  completion  $14,500. 

AiDoont  available  Jnly  1,1875 $2,003  71 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 2, 003  71 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 14, 500  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1^78.  14, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  G  4.) 

5.  Xomini  Creek^  Virginia, — The  dredging  operations  of  last  year  were 
BOt  completed,  owing  to  delays  and  interruptions  from  breakage  of  ma- 
chinery. The  channel  was  widened  near  White  and  Hickory  Points, 
and  oak  piles  have  been  driven  along  the  entire  line,  so  that  it  may  be 
safely  navigated.  Since  the  suspension  of  dredging  small  steamers 
have  been  regalarly  plying  between  the  creek  and  Washington. 

Amount  available  July  1,1R75 $4,997  67 

Amooot  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 3,144  44 

Amount  available  Jnly  1,  1876,  including  $180.48  due  on  contract 1, 853  23 

Amouut  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  6, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  5.) 

6.  Rappahannock  Eiter^  Virginia. — The  channel  along  the  wharves  in 
progress  at  the  date  of  the  last  report  was  completed  in  July,  1875.  The 
channel  between  the  wharves  and  Deep  Run,  50  feet  wide  and  9  feet 
'iw^pat  low-water,  was  completed,  as  far  as  the  funds  would  allow,  in  May, 
1876.  It  is  found  that  these  channels,  as  was  anticipated,  fill  in  rapidly 
from  the  effect  of  freshets.  An  annual  appropriation  of  $7,500  will 
therefore  be  required  to  preserve  a  depth  of  9  feet  upon  this  portion  of 
the  river.  Castle  Ferry  Bar,  9  miles  below  Fredericksburg,  does  not 
at  present  need  improvement. 

Amoantavailable  Jnly  1,1875 $13,437  57 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lc<76 13, 036  ^2 

AmoQDt  available  July  1,  ltf76 400  75 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

AmoQot  (estimated)  required  tor  completiou  of  existing  project 34, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearendiug  June  30,  Ir^B.  34, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  6.) 

7.  Elizabeth  River^  Virginia, — The  work  of  dredging  was  commenced 
bj  contract  Jolj  27,  1875.  A  channel  60  feet  wide  and  7i  feet  deep  at 
low-water  has  been  dredged  between  the  lock  of  the  Albemarle  and 
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Chesapeake  Canal  and  a  point  near  Park'8  Gap.  This  was  completed 
October  6, 1875.  The  material  excavated  was  deposited  on  the  marshes 
and  at  points  where  it  would  not  interfere  with  navigation.  For  the 
completion  of  the  present  project,  $3,500  will  be  required. 

Amouut  available  July  1, 1875 $4,726  40 

Amount  expendod  during  fiscal  year  ending  J  Que  30,  1876 4,606  Z^ 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,.* 118  02 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5,  OOO  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  tor  completion  of  existing  project 3, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  i>rohtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  3, 50  )  00 

(See  Appendix  G  7.) 

8.  Nansemond  River^  Virginia. — ^Tbe  appropriation  for  the  work  of  the 
past  year  was  expended  in  dredging  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  7J  feet 
deep  at  low- water  through  the  bar  at  Suffolk,  and  in  the  removal  of  a 
wreck  at  this  point.  The  work  was  commenced  October  20, 1875,  and 
comx>leted  January  5, 1876.  The  old  dike  near  Western  Branch  Bar  is 
in  bad  condition  and  should  be  repaired.  The  $2,000  required  to 
complete  the  work  according  to  the  estimate  of  last  year  should  be 
employed  for  this  object. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $6,921  52 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870 d,f:f33  93 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 87  r>y 

Amouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 0(.H)  (H» 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2, 00(1  00 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 .  2, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  8.) 

9.  Roanoke  Rivera  North  Carolina, — Continued  freshets  in  this  river 
for  almost  the  entire  year  have  prevented  the  completion  of  the  dike  at 
Indian  Highland  Bar;  986  linear  feet  have,  however,  been  built, and  it  i^ 
thought  that  the  work  may  be  finished  during  the  present  stage  of  low 
water.  The  gauge  observations  at  Weldon  and  Hamilton  have  been 
continued,  and  the  record  of  observations  from  February  1, 1875,  to  Juut* 
30, 1676,  is  submitted. 

If  Congress  should  determine  to  continue  this  improvement,  $45,00n 
should  be  appropriated  for  the  next  year.  If,  however,  it  is  the  opinion 
that  operations  should  be  suspended,  83,000  will  still  be  required  tor  the 
removal  of  snags. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 |10,rv<r)  12 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 5,303  -lii 

Amount  available  July  1,  lo76,  including  §236.':<8  due  on  contracts 5,  'i^2  63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 22:2,  UOO  00 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  45, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  9.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FoE  IMPROVEMENT. 

To  comi-ly  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1S75,  Mr.  S.'  T.  Abert  was  charged  with  and  has  completed  the  follow- 
ing, viz : 

1.  Examination  of  the  East  Branch  of  Potomac  River ^  from  the  navy  yard 
to  Bladensburgh,  Md,    (See  Appendix  G  10.) 

2.  Examination  of  the  harbor  at  Edenton,  N.  C.   (See  Appendix  G  11.) 

3.  Examination  of  Pasquotank  River,  from  Albemarle  ISound  to  Eliza- 
beth City,  y.  C.    (See  Appendix  ft  12.) 

4.  Examination  of  Perquiinans  River,  from  its  month  to  the  towti  of  Eert- 
ford,  N.  C.    (See  Appendix  G  13.) 
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5.  Examination  of  Pamlico  River,  from  its  mouth  to  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington^ K  C.    (See  Appendix  G  14.) 

6.  Examination  of  Neuse  River^  from  its  mouth  to  Ooldsborough^  N.  C, 
(See  Appendix  G  15.) 

7.  Examination  of  Catawba  River^  from  South  Carolina  line  to  OldFort^ 
Sorth  Carolina.     (See  Appendix  G  16.) 

The  resnlts  of  the  above  examinations  were  transmitted  to  Congress 
January  21, 1876,  and  printed  in  H.  E.  Ex.  Doc.  'So.  94,  Forty-Fourths 
Congress,  first  session. 

8.  Survey  of  a  line  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear 
Rivers^  in  Xorth  Carolina^  and  of  a  line  to  connect  the  waters  of  Norfolk 
Harbor^  in  Virginiaj  tcith  the  waters  of  Cape  Fear  River ,  at  or  near  Wil- 
mington^ N.  C. — ^The  report  made  to  this  Office  of  the  results  of  the  sur- 
vey was  transmitted  to  Congress  March  6, 1876,  and  printed  in  Senate 
Ex.  Doc.  So.  35,  44th  Congress,  1st  session.  (See  also  Appendix 
G17.) 

IMPBOVEMENT  OF  THE  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  ON  THE  COAST  OF  SOUTH 
CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST  OF  FLORIDA. 

Officer  in  chargCt  Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers^ 
haviDg  under  his  immediate  orders  Capt.  James  C.  Post,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Charleston  Harbor j  South  Carolina. — During  the 
p8t  fiscal  year  the  work  of  removing  the  outer  end  of  "  Bowman's " 
jetty  has  been  completed  to  a  low- water  depth  of  16j^  feet  over  that  por- 
tioD  of  the  jetty  outside  of  the  point  selected  for  a  new  pier-head.  The 
total  number  of  cubic  yards  of  stone  removed  was  2,667,  of  which  663 
cnbic  yards  were  piled  on  the  shore  end  of  the  jetty  and  2,004  cubic 
yards  deposited  in  deep  water.  A  gap  or  depression  in  the  shore  end 
of  the  jetty  was  permanently  closed. 

The  United  States  dredgiug-steamer  Henry  Burden  removed  9,632 
eabic  yards  of  sand  from  the  channel,  making  it  200  feet  wide  and  12^ 
feet  deep.  Since  the  completion  of  the  removal  of  the  outer  end  of  the 
jetty,  portions  of  the  channel  that  were  before  deep  have  shoaled  con- 
siderably. It  is  proposed  to  remove  these  shoaTs  by  dredging,  $10,000 
having  been  asked  for  this  purpose  in  my  last  annual  report. 

No  appropriation  is  now  recommended  for  continuing  the  work  be- 
yond the  amount  specified  above. 

Amonntavailable  July  1,1875 $24,991  70 

Amount  expended  dariog  fiscal  year  endi ng  June  30, 1876 23, 982  90 

Amoant  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $1,000  due  on  contracts ...  & 1, 008  80 

AmoDDt  appropriat-ed  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  H  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  Savannah  River  and  Harbor,  Oeorgia. — During  the 
last  fiscal  year  the  operations  have  consisted  in  dredging,  and  in  the 
partial  construction  of  a  temporary  dam  at  the  Gross  Tides,  in  order  to 
increase  the  volume  of  ebb  flow  in  Front  River  along  the  wharves  of  the 
city  of  Savannah.  The  quantity  of  material  dredged  amounted  to 
225,542  cnbic  yards.  Of  this  amount  18,349  cubic  yards  were  taken 
from  the  shoaf  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski  by  the  United  States  dredgiug- 
steamer  Henry  Burden,  giving  an  increase  of  width  to  the  channel  pre- 
viously established  through  that  shoal.  There  seems  to  be  a  slight  in- 
dication of  shoaling  in  this  channel  at  its  upper  end,  near  the  first  or 
inner  buoy,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  it  will  be  permanent.    At  the  new  chan- 
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nel  through  the  shoal  known  at  '*The  Wrecks,"  at  the  lower  end  of  Fig 
Island,  189,348  cubic  yards  have  been  removed,  133,119  by  contract  and 
56,229  cubic  yards  by  the  United  States  dredgiug-steamer  Henry  Bar- 
den.  This  channel  is  now  100  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low- 
water,  and  shows  evidence  of  constant  and  continued  enlargement  by 
the  scour  of  the  current.  At  the  shoal  known  as  Garden  Bank,  oppo- 
site the  city,  7,995  cubic  yards  have  been  removed,  and  the  channel  is 
now  140  feet  wide  and  14  feet  deep.  Between  King's  and  Hutchinson's 
Islands  9,850  cubic  yards  were  removed,  and  a  channel  40  feet  wide  and 
^  feet  deep  was  made  to  facilitate  the  flow  into  and  through  Front 
River. 

The  temporary  dam  at  the  Cross  Tides  was  a  little  more  than  half 
completed  when  work  was  suspended  by  a  temporary  injunction  granted 
by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  upon  the  complaint  of  citizens  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

During  the  present  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed,  in  case  funds  are  sup- 
plied by  Congress — 

A.  To  complete  the  temporary  dam  commenced  at  Cross  Tides,  should 
the  injunction  be  removed. 

B.  To  increase  the  dimensions,  by  dredging,  of  new  channel  at  "The 
Wrecks"  and  remove  such  cribs  and  wrecks  as  may  be  found  obstruct- 
ing this  channel. 

C.  To  increase  by  dredging  the  depth  of  the  channel  over  the  shoals 
abreast  of  Elba  Island  and  opposite  Long  Island. 

D.  To  commence  the  removal  of  Kinsey's  Point,  opposite  the  city  of 
Savannah,  provided  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  question  of  dam- 
age to  private  property  can  be  made. 

An  additional  appropriation  of  $200,000  is  requested. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  engineer  officers  constituted  June  5, 1875, 
to  take  into  consideration  and  report  upon  the  general  subject  of  the 
improvement  of  Savannah  River  and  Harbor,  will  be  found  in  Appen- 
dix H  3. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 ^78,303  82 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 74,532  01 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $885  due  on  contracts 3,771  81 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 62, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 361, 320  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  200, 000  00 

(See  Appendixes  H  2,  H  3,  and  H  4.) 

3.  Improvement  of  inside  passage  between  the  Saint  Johnh  River  and 
Fernandina^  Florida, — The  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23,  1874, 
appropriated  $10,000  "tor  continuing  the  improvement  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Saint  John's  Eiver,  Florida,  or  may  be  used  for  dredging  out  the 
inside  passage  between  Saint  John's  Kiver  and  Nassau  Inlet." 

No  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  last  fiscal  year  for  the  im- 
provement of  Saint  John's  River. 

The  same  act  provided  for  a  survey  of  the  inside  passage  between 
Fernandina  and  Saint  John's  Kiver.  This  survey  was  made,  and  a  re- 
port from  the  officer  in  charge,  suggesting  certain  improvements,  witli 
estimates,  was  submitted  with  my  last  annual  report. 

After  deducting  the  cost  of  the  survey,  the  sum  of  $7,372.40  remained, 
which  has  been  expended  in  obtaining  a  channel  of  40  feet  in  width  and 
4  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  through  the  shoals  which  obstructed  this 
passage.    In  all,  28,973  cubic  yards  of  material  have  been  removed. 

It  is  recommended  that  $50,000  be  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year 
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endiug  Juue  30, 1878,  to  be  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  pas- 
sage. 

Amoont available  July  1,  1875 $7,372  40 

Amoont  expended  dnriD^  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 7, 372  40 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  oompletion  of  existing;  project,  $160, 000  to  370, 000  00 
AmouDt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ld7d.     50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  H  5.) 

EXAMOATIOKS  AND  SURVEYS  FO^  IMPROVEMENT. 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  December  15,  1875,  request 
iug  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  War  as  to  the  importance  and  practi- 
cability of  improving  the  channel  of  the  entrance  to  Cumberland  Soundj 
with  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  construction,  a  report  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gillmore,  to  whom  the  subject  of  the  resolution  was 
referred,  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  and  printed 
as  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  60,  44th  Congr^s,  1st  session.  (See  also  Ap- 
pendix H  6.) 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March  16, 1876,  requesting  information 
as  to  the  importance  and  practicability  of  deepening  the  inside  passage 
between  Cumherland  Sound  and  Saint  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia,  with  esti- 
mate of  the  probable  cost  of  such  improvement,  was  also  referred  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gillmore  for  report  theron.  His  reply  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  and  printed  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  Ko.  59.  (See  Ap- 
pendix H  7.) 

And  also  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  April  18,  1876,  requesting  in- 
formation as  to  the  importance  of  the  harbor  of  Brunswick^  Georgia,  and 
the  necessity  for  its  improvement.  Lieutenaut-Colouel  Gillmore's  report 
upon  the  subject  of  this  resolution  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate,  and 
printed  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  63.    (See  Appendix  H  8.) 

GULF    OF   MEXICO. 

DfPBOYEMENT  OF  THE  HARBORS  OF  MOBILE,  ALABAMA,  AND  CEDAR 
KEYS,  FLOBIDA — IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  NAVIGATION  OF  CHOCTAW- 
HATGHEB,   APALACHICOLA,   CHATTAHOOCHEE,  AND  FLINT  RIVERS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Capt.  A.  N.  Damrell,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  harbor  at  Mobile,  Alabama, — This  improvement  has 
been  continaed  in  accordance  with  the  original  plan. 

The  channel  through  Dog  River  Bar  was  completed  during  the  year 
to  its  proposed  width  of  200  feet,  with  a  depth  of  13  feet  at  mean  low- 
tide. 

The  work  of  widening  the  cut  through  Choctaw  Bar  has  been  delayed 
by  heavy  freshets  in  the  river,  but,  it  is  expected,  will  be  completed  this 
season. 

The  funds  available  July  1, 1876,  for  this  improvement  are  deemed 
sufficient  for  its  completion,  and  no  further  appropriation  is  asked. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $71,437  .3^ 

Amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  15J76 55, 171  5^ 

Amoant  available  July  1,  1H76 16,265  83 

(See  Appendix  1 1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  harbor  of  Cedar  Keys,  Florida. — The  appropriation 
of  $15,000  of  March  3, 1875,  was  expended  during  the  last  fiscal  year 
in  completing  the  dredging  of  a  channel  through  the  outer  bar,  100  feet 
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wide  and  12  feet  deep.  The  entire  cut  has  been  completed,  and  appears 
to  have  retained  its  depth  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  proposed  to  apply  any  appropriations  that  may  be  made  for  the 
next  fiscal  year  to  widening  the  cut  to  200  feet ;  to  widening  and  deep- 
ening the  channel  inside  Sea  Horse  Key,  and  widening  and  deepening 
the  channel  at  the  bend  between  Depot  Key  and  Harbor  or  Grassy  Key. 

Appropriation  asked  by  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1878,  $50,000. 

Amonut  available  July  1, 1875 $15,343  62 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 15, 338  67 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876. 4  95 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  reauired  for  completion  of  existing  project 101, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  I  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  Choetawhatchee  River^  Alabama  and  Florida. — At 
the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  of  improving  this  river  was 
carried  on  under  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  $5,000 
of  March  3, 1875,  and  was  continued  until  September,  15, 1875,  when, 
for  want  of  further  funds,  operations  had  to  be  suspended.  The  work 
was  mainly  confined  to  the  removal  of  snags,  stumps,  and  overhanging 
trees,  a  large  number  of  which  were  pulled,  cut,  and  removed  from  the 
river. 

A  channel  about  3  feet  deep  at  low- water  has  been  attained  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  to  Buzzard  Bar,  about  15  miles  below  Geneva,  at 
which  point  the  work  had  to  be  suspended.  A  wagon-road  around  this 
bar  was,  however,  previously  cut  through  the  woods,  to  facilitate  the 
transfer  of  freight  at  that  point. 

The  improvement  of  Buzzard  Bar,  the  dredging  of  loose  rocks  and 
gravel  from  some  of  the  upper  shoals  and  bars,  the  removal  of  some 
steamboat  wrecks,  and  the  snagging  and  clearing  of  15  miles  of  the 
river,  still  remain  to  be  done  before  light-draught  boats  can  ascend  to 
Geneva  during  low-water. 

It  is  proposed  to  resume  work  on  this  river  as  soon  as  further  appro- 
priation is  available. 

An  appropriation  of  $20,000  is  asked  by  the  oflacer  iu  charge  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 83,297  30 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  *,iO,  1876 3, 012  :^ 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 2R4  93 


Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 19, 332  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1678.  20, 000  00 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project...... ......  19, 332  00 

*  mount  that  can  be  profitar 

(See  Appendix  I  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  ApalacMcola  River,  Florida. — An  appropriation  of 
$10,000  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  was  made  by  the  act  of  June 
23,  1874. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  a  snag-boat  was  engaged  on 
the  improvement  of  Moccasin  Slough,  which  had  been  partly  accom- 
plished during  that  year,  and  after  continuing  the  work  through  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  1875,  during  which  time  108  snags  and 
sunken  logs  were  pulled  out,  over  100  overhanging  trees  cut  and  re- 
moved, and  1,831  cubic  yards  of  earth  excavated,  to  straighten  the 
channel  at  the  junction,  of  the  river  with  the  slough,  the  snag-boat  was 
moved  to  the  Chattahoochee  Eiver,  and  work  on  the  Apalachicola 
suspended  ]  a  navigable  channel  for  boats  drawing  5  feet  having  been 
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attained  from  its  mouth  to  the  janctiou  of  Chattahoochee  and  Flint 
Rivers. 

During  the  last  freshet  a  large  raft  of  logs  lodged  near  the  junction 
of  Moccasin  Slough  and  Styx  River,  seriously  obstructing  navigation. 
In  the  month  of  June,  1876,  this  raft  was  removed,  and  at  the  close  of 
this  jear  the  river  is  again  in  fair  navigable  condition.  A  considerable 
amount  of  work,  however,  remains  to  be  done  in  straightening  the  chan- 
nel through  Moccasin  Slough  and  Styx  Biver,  to  prevent  the  lodging  of 
rafts  and  logs  in  future  in  the  short  bends  still  existing. 

It  is  contemplated  to  continue  the  improvement  of  this  river  during 
next  year  by  straightening  its  channel  through  Moccasin  Slough  and 
Styx  Eiver. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  former  appropriations,  with  the  amount 
asked  for  next  fiscal  year,  are  deemed  sufficient  to  complete  the  work. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $13,225  61 

AmoQDt  expended  dnring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1676 4, 670  11 

AmooDt  available  Jnly  1, 1876 8,550  50 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  I  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Chattahoochee  and  Flint  RiverSj  Georgia. — Work 
was  commenced  on  the  improvement  of  these  rivers  in  the  latter  part  of 
Aagnst,  1875,  and  continued  till  the  18th  of  January,  1876,  at  which 
time  a  rise  compelled  a'  cessation  of  operations. 

Work  was  resumed  again  in  May,  1876,  and  is  in  progress  at  the 
present  time.  The  work  consisted  in  the  removal  of  snags  and  over- 
haDging  trees  on  both  rivers  and  at  the  Wolfox  Bar,  on  the  Chattahoo- 
chee River,  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  or  stone  protection  on  the 
Georgia  side,  380  feet  long,  the  extension  of  the  jetty  built  last  year 
235  feet  inshore,  and  the  building  of  a  new  jetty  below,  200  feet  long. 

Both  rivers  are  now  in  a  tolerably  navigable  condition  for  the  boats 
now  running^  to  Bainbridge,  on  the  Flint,  and  Columbus,  on  the  Chatta- 
hooehee. 

Eepairs  were  also  made  during  the  year  to  the  snag-boat,  and  two 
flat-boats  were  constructed  for  blasting  on  the  rock-shoals. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  work  during  the  next  fiscal  year  on 
the  bars  below  Eufaula,  on  the  Chattahoochee,  and  Bainbridge,  on  the 
Flint. 

Appropriation  asked  by  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1S78,  $50,000. 

AjDount  available  July  1, 1875 $36,582  6*2 

Amonnt  expended  during;  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 8, 979  56 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 27,603  06 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angiist  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 260, 000  00 

Amoont  that  can  be  proiitably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1878 . .     50, 000  00 

{See  Appendix  I  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  the  Black  Warrior  and  Tombigbee  Rivers^  Alabama. — 
Operations  for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers  were  commenced  at 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  in  July,  1875,  under  the  appropriation  of  $25,000 
of  March  3, 1875,  and  continued  down  the  Black  Warrior  Eiver  until 
the  26th  of  November,  when  the  usual  high  water  from  the  winter  rains 
compelled  a  suspension. 

Twenty-one  bars  were  improved  by  the  construction  of  4,533  feet  of 
jetties,  7*91  feet  of  shore-protection,  1,298  feet  of  dams,  and  the  removal 
of  361  cubic  yards  of  rock,  4,708  yards  of  gravel,  and  417  snags. 
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Future  appropriations  will  be  applied  to  a  continuation  of  the  work 
already  commenced.  ^ 

Appropriation  asked  by  the  oflBcer  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1878,  $100,000. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 ^25,000  00 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 10, 8^21  92 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 5, 118  08 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 - 15,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project in2,6<)3  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  iiscalyearending  June  30, 1878. .  100,000  00 

(See  Appendix  I  6.) 

EXAMINATIO>'S  AND   SURVEYS  FOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 

To  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March 
3,  1875,  Captain  Daiurell  was  charged  with  and  completed  an  examina- 
tion and  survey  of  the  Alabama  River  from  Wetumpka  to  its  month.  For 
his  report  thereon  see  Appendix  I  7. 

WATBB-COMMUNICATION   BETWEEN   THE    MISSISSIPPI  EIVEE  AND    AT- 
LANTIC OCEAN   ACROSS  THE  PEIJJINSULA  OF  FLORIDA. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3,  1875,  appropriated  $50,000  for 
examinations  and  surveys  directed  to  be  made  at  forty-six  localities 
designated  in  the  act.  As  this  amount  was  insufficient  to  enable  this 
office  to  comply  with  so  much  of  the  act  as  required  "  surveys  and  ex- 
aminations to  ascertain  the  practicability  and  cost  of  an  inland  water- 
communication  between  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  Atlantic  along 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  across  the  peninsula  of  Florida,"  which  from 
their  extent  would  have  necessarily  cousumed  much  of  the  appropria- 
tion, to  the  exclusion  of  a  number  of  other  localities  requiring  exami- 
nation, to  supply  the  omission  a  communication  was  submitted  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  its  last  session,  containing  copies  of  reports 
heretofore  made  to  Congress  upon  results  of  surveys  for  a  canal-route 
across  Florida,  in  compliance  with  acts  of  March  3, 1826,  and  of  August 
30, 1852,  together  with  copies  of  reports  from  Captains  Howell  and  Dam- 
rell.  Corps  of  Engineers,  made  in  1873,  in  reference  to  portions  of  the 
route  in  question.  This  communication  was  printed  in  H.  R.  Ex.  Doc. 
No.  15Y.    (See  also  Appendix  I  8.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  1  HE  MOUTH  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER — IMPROVE- 
MENT OF  ENTRANCE  TO  GALVESTON  HARBOR,  OF  RED-FISH  BAR,  AND 
OF  CHANNELS  IN  GALVESTON  BAY,  AND  OF  SABINE  PASS,  TEXAS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Capt.  C.  W.  Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having 
under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  C.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
and  also  Lieut.  J.  B.  Quinn,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  May  20, 1876. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  at  Southwest  Pass, — The 
work  of  dredging  at  Southwest  Pass  was  continued  during  the  year, 
resulting  in  a  more  uniform  depth  and  width  of  channel  over  the  bar 
than  has  been  reported  for  any  previous  year,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
creased volume  of  discharge  and  greater  velocity  of  current  through  this 
pass,  and  therefore  increased  amount  of  deposit  on  its  bar. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  absence  of  the  disastrous  block- 
ades on  the  bar,  so  common  heretofore,  which,  together  with  the  more 
uniform  channel,  may  be  attributed  to  the  general  obfiervance  of  the 
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regruiations  established  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  use  of  the  chan- 
nels dredged. 

The  dredge-boat  Essayons  was  thoroughly  repaired,  and  is  considered 
by  the  oflScer  in  charge  as  good  as  new. 

After  some  comparatively  slight  repairs  to  the  dredge-boat  McAlester, 
the  two  vessels  will  be  in  excellent  condition  for  work  during  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year. 

.  The  United  States  end-dock  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  work, 
netting,  as  reported  to  this  office,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  a  saving  to 
the  work  of  $39,431. 

The  coal-barge  employed  as  a  tender  to  the  dredge  engaged  on  the 
bar  is  becoming  unserviceable,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  purchase  a 
new  vessel  to  replace  the  old  one  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Surveys  at  the  various  passes  were  continued  at  intervals  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  year. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 $261,707  59 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 226, 687  40 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 35,020  19 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Auffuat  14,  1 876 100, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .     150, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  1.) 

2,  Improvement  of  Galveston  Harbor,  Texa^. — The  work  designed  for 
improvement  of  the  channel  across  the  inner  bar,  which  obstructs  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor,  was  pushed  forward  with  energy  until  the  14th 
of  September.  At  this  date  a  very  severe  storm  set  in  and  destroyed 
property  belonging  to  the  work  estimated  in  value  at  about  $50,000. 

There  were  saved  from  the  material  and  appliances  provided  for  the 
work  and  the  manufacturing  grounds,  only  one  tug-boat,  an  unfinished 
BteamOauuch,  two  scows,  the  machinery  of  the  sand-dredge,  some  small 
boats,  a  number  of  finished  gabions,  and  a  small  amount  of  lumber,  &c. 
The  gabions  saved  were  found  filled  with  sand,  from  the  waves  that 
dashed  over  them  during  the  storm,  and  although  but  slightly  injured, 
may  he  considered  a  loss,  inasmuch  as  it  will  cost  nearly  their  value  to 
remove  them  from  the  sand  in  which  they  are  embedded,  wash  out  the 
sand  filling  them,  and  move  them  to  a  point  where  they  can  be  utilized. 
As  soon  after  the  storm  as  practicable  an  examination  of  the  work 
previously  put  in  position  was  made,  and  it  was  found  to  have  suffered 
no  material  injury. 

Sach  great  changes,  however,  had  been  made  in  the  general  features 
of  the  east  end  of  Galveston  Island,  and  in  the  channels  and  shoals 
j  about  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  make 
[  aresorvey  of  the  localities  affected,  and  afterward  recommit  the  questions 
toaching  this  work  of  improvement  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  first  con- 
[  vened  to  consider  it,  for  opinion  before  recommencing  the  work  of  con- 
!      stroction. 

f  Pending  this,  authority  was  given  to  prepare  for  resumption  of  work. 
'  The  Board  ot  Engineers  was  reconvened  in  i^ew  York  City  December 
j  ^,1875,  and,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  facts  presented,  adhered 
j  to  its  originsd  recommendations,  and  made  suggestions  as  to  changes  in 
I  details  of  construction.  (For  the  report  of  the  Board  see  Appendix  J  3.) 
\  Authority  was  then  given  to  secure  grounds  on  Bolivar  Peninsula,  to 
r  collect  outfit  and  material,  and  to  recommence  manufacture  and  con- 
I  stmction  in  accordance  with  the  approved  views  of  the  Board. 
j  This  labor  steadily  progressed,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  everything 
j  ^as  in  readiness  to  proceed  with  construction,  which,  however,  has  been 
j      delayed  because  of  smallness  of  balance  of  appropriation,  which  it  was 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


76  REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OP   ENGINEERS. 

IbaDd  advisable  to  hold  to  provide  for  care  of  property  on  hand  and  to 
complete  a  survey  in  progress. 

As  the  months  of  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  are  the  most  favora- 
ble for  construction,  the  delay  is  to  be  regretted. 

The  work  already  constructed  has  produced  a  navigable  channel 
across  the  inner  bar  16J  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low-tide,  equal  to  nearly 
18  feet  at  average  flood-tide,  where,  before  the  commencement  of  the 
work,  there  was  but  scant  12  feet. 

To  secure  a  20-foot  channel  at  average  flood-tide  there  remains  to  be 
removed  a  little  over  2  feet  from  a  bar  only  450  feet  in  width,  separating 
the  harbor  from  Bolivar  Channel. 

The  Cylinder  Channel  across  the  outer  bar  was  deepened  ^^  foot  by 
the  storm  of  September,  considerably  widened,  and  has  since  retained 
its  increased  dimensions,  while  other  channels  were  impaired  by  the 
storm. 

The  appropriation  made  for  the  present  year  can  be  applied  at  once, 
and,  with  a  small  amount  deducted  for  expense  of  management  and  sur- 
veys, will  be  applied  to  manufacture  and  construction. 

The  work  for  the  inner-bar  improvement  will  be  completed,  and  that 
for  improvement  of  the  outer  bar  pushed  as  far  as  the  amount  appropri- 
ated will  permit. 

The  importance  of  the  work  has  been  as  fully  stated  as  possible  in 
previous  reports. 

It  is  thought  that  the  inner-bar  work  is  susceptible  of  permanent  com- 
pletion, while  that  projected  for  the  outer  bar  may  require,  after  con- 
struction, occasional  extension  to  maintain  its  efficiency. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $141»951  49 

Amouut  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lfi7Q 123,201  51 

Amount  available  July  1, 1«76 18,749  9H 

Amount  appropriated' by  act  approved  Angust  14,  1876 142, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 209,700  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187-?.     209, 700  00 

(See  Appendixes  J  2  and  J  3.) 

3.  Improvement  of  Red  Fish  Bar  in  Galveston  Bay^  Texas, — This  work, 
as  also  the  work  for  "  improving  the  ship-channel  between  the  mouth  of 
San  Jacinto  River  and  Bolivar  Channel,''  was  done  by  contract. 

It  forms  a  portion  of  the  ship-channel  through  Galveston  Bay,  and 
with  it  has  made  a  continuous  channel  through  the  bar,  and  above  and 
below  it,  in  Galveston  Bay. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 ^,760  22 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1676 9, 760  22 

(See  Appendix  J  4.) 

4.  Improvement  of  the  ship-channel  heticeen  the  month  of  San  Jacinto 
River  and  Bolivar  Channel^  in  Galveston  Bay^  Texas. — This  work  was 
performed  under  contract,  and  completed  as  far  as  the  appropriatioa 
would  permit  February  7, 1876. 

The  channel  dredged  is  6,100  feet  in  length  and  has  a  minimnm 
depth  of  14J  feet  at  mean  low-tide.  It  connects  depths  of  9  feet  and  8J 
feet  in  the  upper  and  lower  bays,  and  with  the  private  work  of  improve- 
ment at  Morgan's  Point,  permits  the  passage  of  vessels  of  9  feet  draught  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  Houston,  Texas,  with  which  it  is  designed  to  con- 
nect it  by  a  short  railroad. 

The  officer  in  charge  recommends  that  any  appropriation  that  may  be 
made  for  the  present  year  be  applied  in  making  a  12-foot  channel  in  ex- 
tension of  the  channel  reported,  and  that  the  upper  terminus  of  the 
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chaDoel  be  made  at  the  cut  through  Morgau'8  Poiut  instead  of  at  the 
moath  of  the  San  Jacinto, Eiver.    This  recommendation  is  concurred  in. 
The  officer  in  charge  also  submits  the  following  reduced  estimates  for 
completion  of  the  work : 

For  completion  of  9-foot  cut  through  bar,  34,000  cubic  yards  excavation, 
at  30cent« ^lO/iOO  00 

For  a  12-foot  channel  from  Bolivar  Channel  to  Morgan's  Point,  2,171,874 
cnbic  yards  excavated,  at  30  cents 051,562  20 

For  a  15-foot  channel  from  Bolivar  Channel  to  Morgan's  Poiut,  4,200,207 
cnbic  yards  excavated  at  30  cents 1, 260, 062  10 

Amonnt  available  July  1,1875 25.000  00 

Anioant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  J une  30,  1876 25, 000  00 

Anjount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 72, 000  00 

AmoQot  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 554, 560  00 

Aoioant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1^8 2f>0,000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  5.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Sabine  PasSy  Texas, — By  the  contract  for  dredging 
the  har  at  the  mouth  of  this  pass,  work  was  to  be  commenced  on  Octo- 
ber 1,  1875,  bat  owing  to  alleged  difficulty  in  procuring  boats  the  con- 
tractors did  not  do  so  until  the  latter  part  of  February,  1876.  The  delay, 
however,  was  not  of  much  consequence,  as  it  coveied  a  portion  ol  the 
most  difficult  season  of  the  year  for  work  at  Sabine  Pass. 

Since  commencing  the  work  great  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  stor  jis 
and  breakage  of  machinery;  23,294  cnbic  yards  of  material  is  reported 
as  baring  l^en  excavated  up  to  June  30, 1876. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 f20,000  00 

Amonot  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1676 3, 341  16 

Amoant  available  July  1, 1876 16,65rf  H4 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1676 > 38, 000  00 

AmoQDt  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fijscal  year  ending  Juue  30, 1^78.  29, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  J  6.) 

MPROVEMENT  OF  OUACHITA  AND  YAZOO  RIVERS— REMOVAL  OF  RED 
BIVER  BAFT — IMPROVEMENT  OF  TONES  BAYOU  AND  CYPRESS  BAYOU, 
RED  RIVER,  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OF  DAM  AT  FnuT  OF  SODO  LAKE — 
WATER-GAUGES  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AND  ITS  PRINCIPAL 
TKIBUTABLES. 

Officer  in  charge,  Capt.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Corps  of.  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Ouachita  River  in  Lotiisiana  and  ArJcafisas. — Opera- 
tions during  the  year  were  continued  with  the  snag-boat  in  clearing  tbe 
river  of  its  most  dangerous  obstructions  in  the  way  of  snags  and  wrecks. 
Some  work  was  also  attempted  in  Bayou  Bartholomew,  the  most  iin- 
iwrtant  tributary  of  the  Ouachita,  but  the  stage  of  water  would  only 
permit  little  work  to  be  done. 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  operate  with  tbe  snag- 
boat  as  heretofore. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $18,485  49 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  Louisiana, 

$15,728.08;  Arkansas,  1^,399.38 18, 127  46 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1876 358  03 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 12, 000  00 

Amonnt  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  30,  OUO  uO 

(See  Appendix  K  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  Yazoo  River,  Mississippi, — The  «ippropriation  for 
this  stream  being  insufficient  to  provide  a  new  outfit  and  to  do  the  work 
absolutely  necessary,  operations  were  carried  on  with  the  snag-boat,  at 
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a  time  when  she  could  be  conveniently  spared  from  the  Ouachita  Eiver, 
and  consisted  of  the  removal  of  snags,  logs,  overhanging  trees,  and  por- 
tions of  wrecks  of  steamers  Star  of  the  West  and  Capitol.  If  the  im- 
provement of  this  river  is  continued,  operations  will  be  similar  during 
the  coming  season. 

The  Yazoo  River  has  important  tributaries,  such  as  the  Big  Sunflower, 
Tallahatchie,  &c.,  which  are  navigated  by  the  same  steamers  that  ply 
on  the  maiu  river,  and  as  it  is  equally  important  to  have  them  also  im- 
proved, it  is  suggested  that  in  the  event  of  future  appropriations  the 
benefits  thereof  be  extended  to  them. 

Amount  available  Jnljr  1,1875 $11,616  47 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 11,616  47 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 15, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  req uired  for  completion  of  existing  project 93, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lt:^8.  50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  K  2.) 

3.  Removing  raft  in  Red  River ,  Louisiana, — Operations  were  continued 
at  intervals  during  the  season  with  the  steamer  Florence  (which  had 
been  purchased  to  take  the  place  of  the  Sterling,  worn  out  in  service) 
and  with  the  crane-boat  with  full  working  force,  in  removing  portions 
of  the  old  raft,  felling  timber  along  the  caving  banks,  removing  jams  to 
prevent  the  blockade  of  the  river  and  the  re-formation  of  the  raft,  and 
in  pulling  snags,  which  were  the  remains  of  the  old  raft. 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  remove  portions  of  the  old 
raft  still  remaining,  so  as  to  make  a  channel  150  feet  wide  through  the 
raft,  and  thus  reduce  the  possibility  of  the  river  blocking  up  so  easily ; 
to  cut  down  the  willows  and  other  small  growth  below  Carolina  Bluff, 
so  as  to  allow  the  river  to  widen  itself;  to  pull  up  the  dangerous  snags, 
and  to  cut  the  timber  likely  to  cave  into  the  river,  above  the  head  of 
the  raft  as  far  up  as  it  is  possible  to  work. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $39,354  91 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 39, 147  76 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 207  15 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 35, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 115,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1678.    75, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  K  3.) 

4.  Imjjrovement  of  Cypress  Bayoti  and  coristruction  of  dams  and  dredg- 
ing at  foot  of  tSodo  LaJce,  Texas, — During  July,  operations  were  continued 
with  the  dredge-boat  in  finishing  the  cut  that  had  been  commenced  the 
previous  season,  after  which  the  dredge-boat  was  laid  up  and  thoroughly 
repaired. 

No  work  was  done  at  the  foot  of  Sodo  Lake,  there  being  no  funds  on 
hand  for  that  purpose. 

There  has  been  no  appropriation  for  this  work  since  that  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1874. 

It  is  proposed  to  apply  the  appropriation  made  for  the  fiscal  year  to 
dredging  at  various  points  in  the  bayou,  and  also  to  removing  stumps 
and  other  obstructions  in  the  lake. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $4,259  68 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  vear  ending  June  30,  1876 4,237  58 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876  /. 22  10 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 13, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10,000  00 

(See  Appendix  K  4.) 
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5.  Water-gaiiges  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  principal  tributaries. — 
Observatious  were  continued  at  all  the  gauges.  They  are  now  in  good 
condition,  with  the  exception  of  that  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  This  gauge 
will  l>e  put  in  good  order  so  soon  as  the  levee  is  repaired  by  the  city, 
funds  on  hand  being  reserved  for  that  purpose. 

AmooDt  available  July  1,  1875 $5,927  63 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4, 390  37 

Amonut  available  July  1, 1876 1,537  26 

Amontic  thai  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30, 1878.  5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  K  5.) 

BEHOVING  SNAGS  AND  WRECKS  FROM  THE  MISSISSIPPI,  MISSOURI, 
AND  ARKANSAS  RIVERS,  AND  FROM  WHITE  AND  SAINT  FRANCIS 
RIVERS — IMPROVEMENT  OF  WHITE  RIVER  ABOVE  JACKSONPORT, 
ARKANSAS. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Major  Charles  R.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Mississippij  Missouri^  and  ArJcansas  Rivers. — The  snag-boats  have 
worke<l  during  the  past  year  in  the  Mississippi  River,  from  Vicksburg, 
Migs.,  to  Enterprise  Island,  a  distance  of  900  miles ;  in  the  Missouri 
Kiver,  from  the  mouth  to  Brunswick,  Mo.,  272  miles ;  and  in  Arkansas 
River,  from  the  mouth  to  Pine  Bluflf,  Ark.,  172  miles.  As  much  work  was 
accomplished  as  was  possible  with  the  funds  available,  but  it  was  neither 
as  extensive  nor  complete  as  the  interests  of  navigation  demand. 

Daring  the  present  season,  owing  to  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the 
expenditure  of  the  appropriation  made  in  the  act  of  August  14,  1876, 
still  less  work  than  usual  will  be  possible.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  is 
the  sum  allotted  to  this  work,  the  greater  portion  of  which  will  be 
expended  upon  the  Mississippi. 

The  officer  in  charge  urgently  renews  his  recommendation  that  appro- 
priations be  made  to  enable  him  to  replace  the  worn-out  boats  of  the 
working  fleet.  Their  wooden  hulls  have  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  render  them  almost  worthless  for  service,  and  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing them  afloat  is  a  heavy  tax  on  the  annual  appropriations.  But  one 
really  efficient  boat  is  available,  the  iron  snag-boat  J.  N.  Macomb,  and 
the  cost  of  her  construction  was  charged  to  the  current  appropriations 
for  running  expenses,  greatly  crippling  the  work.  Unless  special  appro- 
priations are  made  for  the  purpose,  the  other  worn-out  boats  must  be 
replaced  in  the  same  manner,  which  will  interfere  seriously  with  the 
efficiency  of  the  work.  When  the  new  boats  needed  are  once  built,  it 
will  be  probably  20  or  30  years  before  they  will  require  renewing,  so 
that  appropriations  which  are  made  for  the  work  can  be  expended  in  the 
removal  of  obstructions. 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1875 $94,657  55 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1 S76 (K),  998  57 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 3,658  98 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1  :^6 100, 000  00 

Amonnt  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  viz  : 
For  building  one  large  iron-hulled  snag-boat,  to  carry  machinery  of  one 

ofthe  present  wooden  boats §140,000  CO 

For  bailding  one  small  iron-huUed  snag-boat,  to  carry  machinery  of  one  of 

the  present  wooden  boats 105,000  00 

For  building  one  small  iron-hulled,  stern-wheel  snag-boat 60, 000  00 

For  repairing  one  wooden  snag-boat,  and  fitting  it  up  for  wrecking  pur- 
poses  ^ 50,000  00 

Far  working  expenses  of  five  boats,  ten  months  each,  at  |4,000  per  month    200, 000  00 

555, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  L  1.) 
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2.  White  River,  above  Jacksonport. — The  small  balance  remaining  of 
the  appropriation  for  this  work  has  been  expended  daring  the  last  fiscal 
year  in  caring  for  the  Government  property  belonging  to  the  improve 
ment  and  in  completing  a  report  upon  a  plan  of  permanent  improve- 
ment for  this  portion  of  White  River. 

With  regard  to  the  improvement  of  Upper  White  River  the  officer  in 
charge  estimates  the-cost  of  giving  a  navigable  depth  of  2^  feet  from 
Jackson  port  to  Batesville,  2  feet  from  Batesville  to  Sylamore,  and  18 
inches  from  Sylamore  to  the  head  of  Buffalo  Shoals,  at  $710,234.37,  the 
improvement  to  consist  of  dikes  for  concentrating  the  water  and  for  re- 
ducing the  local  slopes.  Before  the  work  is  commenced,  additional  sur- 
veys are  needed.  For  this  and  for  snag-boat  work  an  estimate  for  the 
coming  fiscal  year  is  submitted  by  the  officer  in  charge. 

Amount  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $7,771  26 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  endiDgJuue  30,  1876 7,771  26 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimatr'd)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 710, 234  37 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  57, 700  00 

(See  Appendix  L  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  ^Yhite  and  Saint  Francis  Rivers. — No  appropriation 
has  been  made  for  work  on  these  streams  during  the  present  season,  but  as 
work  is  much  needed  there  the  officer  in  charge  submits  an  estimate  for 
a  snag-boat  and  expense  of  operating  same. 

For  building  one  stern-wheel  iron  snag-boat $60,000  00 

For  operating  same  10  months,  at  ^4,000  per  month 40, 000  OO 

100,000  00 

(See  Appendix  L  3.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOB  IMPROVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  Major  Suter  was  charged  with  and  has  submitted  a  report  upon 
the  survey  of  Missouri  River  at  the  point  where  it  is  cutting  into  the  Kansas 
shore  above  Saint  Josephs,  Missouri.    (See  Appendix  L  4.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  BETWEEN  THE  MOUTHS  OF   THE 
ILLINOIS  AND  OHIO  RIVERS  —  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OSAGE  RIVEE. 

Officer  in  charge,  Gol.  J.  H.  Simpson,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having  under 
his  immediate  orders  Capt.  C.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River  bettceen  the  mouths  of  the  HU- 
nois  and  Ohio  Rivers. — ^The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  of 
$15,000,  of  June  23, 1874,  and  the  appropriation  of  815,000,  of  March  3, 
1875,  for  application  between  the  Illinois  aud  Missouri,  were  applied  to 
the  construction  of  a  low  dam  at  Piasa  Island,  with  the  exception  of 
$197.30  used  in  repairs  of  the  dam  opposite  Alton,  and  a  small  balance 
yet  available  for  continuing  work. 

The  further  sum  of  $15,000  is  provided  by  the  act  of  August  11, 1876, 
for  expenditure  between  the  Illinois  and  Missouri.  With  this  sum  and 
the  small  balance  of  the  previous  appropriation,  it  is  proposed  to  con- 
tinue the  construction  of  the  dam  at  Piasa  Island,  and  apply  $1,500  to 
the  necessary  repairs  and  extension  of  the  abutments  of  the  dam  oppo- 
site Alton. 

Work  at  Sawyer  Bend,  in  Saint  Louis  Harbor,  was  confined  to  an  ex- 
penditure of  $1,466.68  for  repairs.  The  limited  appropriation  for  the 
present  year  does  not  justify  the  continuation  of  work  at  this  locality. 
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The  ram  of  $2,791.53  was  applied  to  the  partial  restoration  of  the 
condition  of  Long  Dike,  near  Venice,  previous  to  its  injury  by  ice  in  the 
spring  of  1875.  Further  repairs  are  required  to  keep  the  dike  at  its 
proper  height,  which  will  involve  an  estimated  expenditure  of  $2,500. 
No  work  is  proposed  here  the  present  year. 

Owing  to  changes  at  and  near  Arsenal  Island,  the  condition  of  the 
ehanoel  at  Horsetail  Bar  was  very  unfavorable  during  great  part  of  the 
season  of  1875.  An  additional  dike  was  located  and  considerable  prog- 
ress made  in  its  construction.  The  dikes  contemplated  in  the  original 
project  at  this  locality  have  effected  all  that  could  reasonably  be  expected 
of  them  in  their  incomplete  state.  The  foundations  being  well  advanced , 
it  is  now  necessary  to  raise  the  dikes  to  such  height  as  may  be  found 
necessary  to  control  the  channel  at  the  mean  stage  of  water.  Their  in 
flaence  hitherto  being  limited  to  low  stages,  the  difficulties  at  the  mean 
stage  have  not  been  removed.  It  is  contemplated  to  raise  the  dikes  and 
extend  them  to  their  full  length  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  dams  at  Fort  Ghartres,  Towhead,  and  Turkey  Island  are  well  ad- 
vanced and  can  be  completed  the  present  year.  The  channel  has  cou- 
tioaed  good  in  the  section  of  river  which  was  expected  to  be  improved 
by  these  works. 

The  channel  at  Liberty  Island  having  changed,  during  the  high  water 
of  1875,  from  the  east  to  the  west  side  of  the  island,  it  became  unadvis- 
able  to  close  the  Missouri  chute  as  contemplated,  and  it  was  thought 
best  to  devote  the  means  allotted  to  the  locality  to  the  protection  of  the 
west  bank  opposite  and  above  the  head  of  the  island.  This  protection 
was  necessary  to  prevent  the  river  getting  into  such  condition  as  to 
render  a  return  to  the  old  channel  impossible.  Present  appearances  in- 
dicate that  the  west  chute  will  remain  the  channel,  rendering  the  exten- 
sion of  the  protection  necessary,  which  it  is  proposed  to  do  the  present 
year. 

The  works  at  Devil's  Island  were  continued  during  the  year.  The 
ebannel  was  crooked,  but  the  depth  was  maintained.  The  dike  in  the 
Missouri  chute  settled  during  the  high  water  of  1875,  and  required  a 
large  amount  of  material  to  restore  it  to  its  former  height.  The  con- 
stniction  of  the  dams  in  the  Illinois  chutes  was  succesfully  continued. 

New  works  have  been  authorized  by  Congress  in  the  river  and  harbor 
act,  approved  August  14, 1876,  at  Oahokia  Chute  and  Arsenal  Island. 
The  closure  of  Cahokia  Chute  cannot  be  undertaken  with  the  means  pro- 
Tided,  which  will  all  be  required  for  the  revetment  of  the  island.  The 
island  is  wastin  g  rapidly,  and  causing  great  inj  ury  to  the  navigation  of  the 
ri?er  below.  The  closure  of  the  chute  is  a  work  which  must  be  done  in 
one  season,  and  therefore  the  appropriation  of  $75,000  is  necessary  in  a 
single  sum,  if  Congress  sees  fit  to  make  a  specific  appropriation  for  the 
pnrpose. 

Provision  is  made  in  the  recent  act  requiring  $5,000  to  be  expended 
between  islands  !No.  14  and  No.  15,  near  the  town  of  Kaskaskia.  This 
snm  is  insufficient  to  accomplish  useful  results,  as  it  would  be  unsafe  to 
place  so  small  an  amount  of  protection  at  the  threatened  point,  lest  it 
be  flanked  and  detached  from  the  shore,  to  be  an  obstruction  to  the 
channel. 

A  similar  provision  requires  $30,000  to  be  expended  for  the  protection 
of  the  banks  between  the  foot  of  Dickey's  Island  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  Eiver,  which  will  be  done  the  present  year.  The  commencement 
of  this  work  will  involve  its  continuation  to  the  full  extent  estimated 
in  the  special  report  dated  February  5, 1876.  (See  H.  R.  Ex.  Doc.  126, 
44th  Congress,  Ist  session.    See  also  Appendix  M  4,  of  this  report.) 
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The  officer  in  charge  submits  an  estimate  of  $500,000  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1878.  This  estimate  is  a  reduction  of  preceding  esti- 
mates of  50  per  cent.,  and  is  submitted  as  the  least  amount  that  can  be 
profitably  expended.  The  necessary  expenses  of  administration  and 
repairs  of  existing  works  consume  a  considerable  percentage  of  small 
appropriations,  and,  as  the  item  of  repairs  must  necessarily  increase, 
the  percentage  so  consumed  must  increase  unless  the  appropriation  be 
liberal  enough  to  allow  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  works  to  comple- 
tion. 

The  appropriation  of  the  above  sum  is  recommended. 

Amonnt  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $208,337  42 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876 192, 612  74 

Amoant  available  July  1,  1876,  including  ^,133.38  due  on  contracts 15, 724  68 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 229, 600  00 

A  mount  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6, 279, 600  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 ^ 500,000  00 

(See  Appendix  M  1.) 

^  Improvement  of  Osage  River ^  Missouri, — ^The  funds  for  this  work 
were  exhausted  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  as  Congress  made 
no  provision  for  further  work,  the  property  which  had  been  used  in  the 
improvement  and  surveys  wa^  disposed  of  at  public  auction,  and  the 
proceeds,  less  expenses  of  sale,  turned  into  the  Treasury.  (See  Appen- 
dix M  2.) 

3,  Survey  of  the  Mississippi  River^  near  Kaskaslcia^  111. — Under  an  ap- 
prehension that  a  serious  erosion  might,  at  an  early  day,  occur  at  the 
junction  of  the  Kaskaskia  with  the  Mississippi,  at  the  request  of  the  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress  from  that  district,  Colonel  Simpson  was  in- 
structed to  cause  a  special  examination  to  be  made  of  the  locality,  with 
the  view  of  suggesting  a  remedy,  if  necessary.  (For  his  report,  see  Ap- 
pendix M  3.) 

IMPEOVEMENT  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  BIYEB  BELOW  SAINT 
PAUI/— IMPEOVEMENT  OF  DBS  MOINES  AND  BOCK  ISLAND  BAPID8 
OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BIVEB— IMPBOVEMENT  OF  ILLINOIS  BIVEB. 

Officer  in  charge.  Col.  J.  N,  Macomb,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having 
under  his  immediate  orders  Capt.  Amos  Stickney,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Upper  Mississippi  River, — The  United  States  steamer 
Montana  was  employed,  as  heretofore,  in  rendering  temporary  aid  to 
navigation  in  opening  channels  through  bars  by  the  use  of  Long's 
scraper,  pulling  snags,  and  removing  overhanging  trees,  and  also  in 
building  low  dams  and  jetties,  to  contract  the  river  and  permanently  im- 
prove the  channel. 

On  account  of  the  great  age  of  the  Montana,  and  the  consequent  in- 
creasing expense  from  year  to  year  to  repair  and  fit  her  for  service,  the 
officer  in  charge  recommends  the  purchase  of  a  new  iron  hull  for  her 
machinery,  which  is  in  excellent  condition ;  also  of  new  steel  boilers. 
His  estimate  of  the  cost  of  new  hull,  boilers,  and  transfer  of  machinery, 
and  for  current  expenses  during  the  year  is  $91,500. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $23,539'J9 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 21, 9*49  '6:i 

Amonnt  available  July  J,  1876 1,609:H(5 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876.  p 30,  UOO  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  91, 500^00 

(See  Appendix  N  1.) 
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2.  Improvement  of  Des  Moines  Bapids^  Mississippi  River. — During  the 
past  season  much  work  has  been  done  in  excavating  prism  of  canal, 
bailding  lock-gates,  finishing  the  masonry  of  the  guard-lock,  and  in  ex- 
carating  rock  at  Montrose  Chain.  This  latter  work  proved  far  more 
expensive  than  was  anticipated,  owing  to  disasters  experienced  from 
unprecedented  fioods,  and  also  in  the  discovery  from  new  surveys  of 
25,000  more  yards  of  rock  to  be  taken  out  than  had  been  called  for  by 
the  surveys  made  several  years  ago,  upon  which  the  estimates  were 
based. 

Some  56,000  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  taken  out,  and  this  portion  of 
the  work  is  nearly  completed.  Notwithstanding  the  numerous  disasters, 
the  rock  was  excavated  by  means  of  hired  labor  at  about  one-half  of 
the  usual  cost  of  similar  work  done  by  contract. 

For  reasons  above  stated,  an  appropriation  of  $276,584  was  asked  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  to  complete  this  improvement.  Of 
this  sum,  $230,000  was  appropriated  by  the  act  of  August  14, 1876, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $45,584,  to  which  should  be  added  $40,000,  esti- 
mated, for  the  maintenance  of  the  canal  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
jQDe  30, 1878,  making,  in  all,  $85,584. 

Operations  for  the  completion  of  this  improvement  were  necessarily 
sasj^nded  during  the  greater  part  of  the  present  working  season,  until 
the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  was  made  available.  The  conse- 
qnenoe  of  this  long  suspension  of  operations  has  been  unlooked-for  in- 
jury to  the  work,  to  repair  which,  and  to  bring  the  work  to  its  final 
completion,  the  officer  in  charge  finds  himself  reluctantly  forced  to  add 
to  his  former  estimate  the  sum  of  $50,000,  making  in  all  the  sum  of 
$135,000,  as  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Amonnt  ayailable  July  1,  1675 $582,889  88 

AmoQnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30^  1876 582, 889  88 

AiDoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angast  14, 1876 230, 000  00 

AmouDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 95, 000  00 

iinoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1878,  including  amount  for  annual  mai  n tenance 135, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  N  2.) 

3.  In^ravement  of  Rock  Island  Rapids^  Mississippi  River. — During  the 
year  2,340.5  cabic  yards  of  rock  at  Lower  Chain  and  305.44  cubic  yards 
of  rock  at  Saint  Louis  Chain  have  been  removed.  The  insufficiency  of 
the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  will  only  allow  the  removal  of 
some  rock-patchea  at  Saint  Louis,  Campbell's,  and  Duck  Creek  Chains 
daring  the  fiscal  year  1876-77. 

The  work  closing  the  improvement  consists  of  excavating  2,500  cubic 
yards  of  rock  at  the  foot  of  Moline  Chain,  for  the  final  accomplishment 
of  which,  and  for  meeting  all  probable  contingencies  in  completing  the 
work,  t^e  officer  in  charge  asks  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  fis- 
cal year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Anoimi;  available  July  1,  1875 $52,432  03 

Amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  endins^  Jane  30, 1876 46, 702  87 

Amoant  available  Jaly  1, 1876,  inclading  $2,808.60  due  on  oon tracts 5,729  16 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagnet  14, 1876 25, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  N  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Illinois  River, — ^The  project  for  continuing  the  work 
of  improving  the  river  by  dredging  and  building  dams,  jetties,  and 
training-walls  was  successfully  carried  on,  but  not  entirely  completed, 
owing  to  suspension  of  work  caused  by  long  continuance  of  floods  iu  the 
river.    The  sum  of  $120,000  is  asked  for  completing  this  improvement.    . 
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AmouDt  available  July  1, 1875 $113, 126  42 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 73, 434  56 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $3,020.95  due  on  contractB 39, 691  86 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 40, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 120, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.      80, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  N  4.) 

EXAMINATIONS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

lu  consequence  of  petitions  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Fort 
Madison  and  from  the  authorities  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  at  the  request  of 
the  Eepresentative  in  Congress  from  that  district,  and  by  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  Colonel  Macomb  was  instructed  to  make  an  exam- 
ination of  those  localities  and  submit  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  in  their  vicinity.  (For  his  reports  thereon, 
see  Appendixes  N  5  and  N  6.) 

And  also,  in  consequence  of  a  petition  from  merchants  of  Dnbaqne, 
and  owners  of  a  large  number  of  steamboats  plying  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi, at  the  request  of  the  Hon.  W,  B.  Allison,  Senator  from  Iowa, 
Colonel  Macomb  was  instructed,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Dubuque,  with  the  view  of 
devising  a  plan  for  the  preservation  of  the  landing  from  injury  arising 
from  changes  in  progress  in  the  channels  of  the  river  at  that  point. 
(For  his  report,  see  Appendix  N  7.) 

PRESERVATION  OF  THE  FALLS  OF  SAINT  ANTHONY,  AND  IMPROVEMENT 
OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  ABOVE  THE  FALLS — CONSTRUCTION  OF  LOCK 
AND  DAM  AT  MEEKER'S  ISLAND — IMPROVEMENT  OF  MINNESOTA 
RIVER. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  F.  U.  Farquhar,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Preservation  of  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony. — During  the  year  the 
entire  excavation  for  the  concrete  dike  was  made,  and  the  dike  itself 
completed,  except  the  filling  of  the  upper  and  lower  passages ;  8,377 
cubic  yards  of  concrete  were  put  in  place,  and  there  remains  about  3,000 
cubic  yards  of  concrete  to  be  put  in  place  to  finish  this  portion  of  the 
work.  The  apron  was  repaired  at  a  cost  of  $25,215.46,  of  which  amount 
$1,500  were  contributed  by  the  citizens  of  Minneapolis. 

The  following  work  will  be  carried  out  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1877,  if  funds  become  available : 

Ist.  The  dike  will  be  completed. 

2d.  The  rolling  dams  on  the  ledge  above  the  Falls  in  the  main  chan- 
nel will  be  built. 

3d.  The  excavations  under  the  lime-rock  above  the  dike  will  be  filled 
with  gravel  j  and 

4th.  An  extension  of  the  apron  will  be  constructed  on  the  east  side  of 
the  main  channel. 

An  additional  sum  of  $5,000  (being  the  balance  remaining  unappro- 
priated of  the  estimate  submitted  in  the  last  annual  report)  will  be 
required  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 |135, 106  76 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 132, 044  38 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $511.70  due  on  contracts 3,  062  38 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 120, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project lt^4, 726  35 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending Juue  30,  1878        5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  O  1.) 
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2.  Impravement  of  Mississippi  River  above  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony. — No 
vork  of  improvemeDt  was  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year,  as  the 
amount  available  from  the  appropriation  made  in  1874  was  not  suffi- 
cient, and  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  expend  the  total  sum  appropriated 
by  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  on  the  work  at  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony. 
The  river  was  gauged  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  high  and  low 
water  discharges.    An  additional  appropriation  of  $55,000  is  required. 

Amonot  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 |20, 000 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 55, 000 

AmoQDt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  187d  ..     55, 000 

(See  Appendix  O  2.) 

3.  Construction  of  lock  and  dam  on  Mississippi  River  at  MeeJcer^s  Island^ 
Minnesota. — No  work  has  been  done  here,  as  no  funds  were  available' 
because  the  parties  holding  the  land-grant  have  not  made  any  accepta' 
hie  release  as  required  by  the  act  approved  March  3, 1875.  The  State  of 
MioDesota  should  annul  the  grant  to  the  parties  now  holding  the  land- 
grant,  and  release  the  same  to  the  United  Slates. 

To  carr^  on  this  work,  a  sum  not  less  than  $300,000  should  be  appro- 
priated for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1876 $25,000  00 

AmoaDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 922, 121  46 

(See  Appendix  O  3.) 

L  Improvement  of  Minnesota  River. — A  contract  has  been  made  for 
removing  snags,  bowlders,  and  overhanging  trees  from  the  river  and  its 
banks.  Under  this  contract  all  the  snags  and  bowlders  in  low-water 
channel,  and  overhanging  trees  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  were  removed 
between  Mankato  and  a  point  20  miles  below  It  is  not  deemed 
oecessary  to  commence  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river 
until  the  lock  and  dam  at  Little  Eapids  are  built.  The  expenditure  ot 
the  last  appropriation  of  $10,000  will  be  deferred  until  next  season, 
when,  should  an  additional  appropriation  of  $50,000  be  made,  the  lock 
and  dam  can  be  commenced,  otherwise  the  available  funds  will  be  used 
in  continuing  the  removal  of  snags,  boulders,  &c.,  below  the  point 
already  reached. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $9,620  84 

AfflODnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 9, 577  38 

Amoont  available  July  1, 1)!$76,  including  |29.02  due  on  labor  and  materials  43  46 

Afflonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  lock  and 

dam  at  Little  Rapids 127,463  05 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878, 

lock  and  dam  at  Little  Rapids 60,000  00 

(See  Appendix  O  4.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND   SURVEYS   FOR  IMPROVEIMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  Major  Farquhar  was  charged  with  the  survey  of  Chippewa  River ^ 
Fwcaiwiw,  the  results  of  which  were  transmitted  to  Congress  at  its  last 
session  in  a  report  which  was  printed  in  H.  E.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  68. 

(See  Appendix  O  5.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF    THE    TENNESSEE    AND   CUMBERLAND  RIVERS,    AND 
OOSTENAULA  AND  OOOSAWATTEE  RIVERS,   GEORGIA. 

Oflficer  in  charge,  Maj.  Walter  McFarland,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
Capt  L.  C.  Overman,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 
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Major  McFarland  was  relieved  from  the  charge  of  these  works  May 
15, 1876,  by  Capt  W.  R.  King,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Tennessee  River  above  Chattanooga. — ^This  improvement  consists  in 
deepening  the  channel  at  the  nnmerons  shoals  by  building  stone  dams 
to  contract  the  waterway,  in  blasting  rock  from  the  channel,  and  re- 
moving sand-bars,  so  as  to  secure  at  least  3  feet  of  water  at  all  stages 
between  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville. 

Work  of  this  character  being  difficult  to  contract  for,  the  officer  in 
charge  has  been  directed  to  carry  it  on  by  hired  labor.  The  progress 
during  the  fiscal  year  was  satisfactory.  That  portion  of  the  river  be- 
tween Chattanooga  and  Kingston,  where  the  improvements  are  nearest 
completion,  can  now  be  navigated  during  the  whole  year  by  steamers 
drawing  nearly  3  feet  of  water,  and  as  the  work  is  extended  toward  Knoi- 
ville,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  same  success  will  at- 
tend it. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $35,856  27 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  endinfi^  June  30, 187G 27,994  26 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 7,862  01 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 15, 000  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 75, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fibcal  year  eudLing  Jane  30, 187ti.  35, 000  00 

(See  Api)endix  P  1.) 

2.  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga^  including  Muscle  Shoals. — To  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  completed  in  the  enlargement  and  repair 
of  the  old  canal  is  as  follows : 

Earth  excavation 253,284  cabio  yards. 

Earth  embankment 111,484  cubic  yards. 

Hock  excavation 7,598  cubic  yards. 

Slope  wall  built 575  cubic  yards. 

Removal  of  old  locks -. 425  cubic  yards. 

Grubbing  and  clearing 84.6  acres. 

This  work  is  done  by  contract. 

Colbert  Shoals. — ^The  work  in  this  viciuity,  being  similar  to  that  upon 
the  Upper  Tenuessee,  is  done  by  hired  labor.  It  was  much  delayed 
early  in  the  season  by  continued  high  water,  but,  nevertheless,  a  fair 
progress  has  been  made  in  deepening  the  channel  and  in  the  extension 
of  the  dams  so  as  to  secure  a  sufficient  depth  of  water. 

The  estimate  submitted  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  amount  re- 
quired for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  includes  work  at  this 
point  as  well  as  at  Muscle  Shoals. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $499,263  73 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 139,327  81 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $10,231.56  due  on  contracts 359,935  92 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 255, 000  00 

.^taiount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 304,500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 745,000  00 

(See  Appendix  P  2.) 

3.  Improveynent  of  Cumberland  River  below  Nashville. — The  working- 
season  of  the  fiscal  year  was  very  unfavorable  for  the  prosecution  of  this 
work,  channel-excavatioD  having  been  almost  impracticable  during  the 
whole  year.  The  principal  work  of  the  season  comprised  building  dams 
and  excavating  rock  at  Harpeth  Shoals  and  Davis's  Eipple. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 ., $25,356  86 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 12, 365  25 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 12,991  61 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project lr^4, 821  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  prohtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  75, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  P  3.)  oyt.ed.vGoOgle 
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4.  In^rovement  of  Oogtmaula  and  Coosawattee  Rivers, — ^This  work  was 
coDtinoed  daring  the  year  antil  the  balance  of  available  fands  was  ex 
haasted.  It  consisted  generally  in  the  building  of  small  riprap  dams, 
the  removal  of  rock,  snags,  and  gravel  from  the  channels  and  of  over- 
hanging trees  from  the  banks. 

From  examinations  heretofore  made  it  woal^  require  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $13,200  to  complete  the  work  of  improvement  of  these 
rivers  as  originally  proposed. 

Amount  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $7,552  05 

Amoant  expended  dariDg  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 7,529  99 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1876 22  06 

AmouDt  (estimated)  reouired  for  completion  of  existing  project 13, 208  50 

Amonnt  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1 878.  13, 200  00 

(See  Appendix  P  4.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOB  IMPEOVEMENT, 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  Major  McFarlaud  was  charged  with  the  following : 

1.  Examination  of  Little  Tennessee  River  from  the  ChiUiowee  Mountains 
to  ike  Georgia  Une^  in  Macon  County^  North  Carolina. 

2.  Continuing  survey  of  French  Broad  River  from  Henderson  County 
line^  Tennessee. 

3.  Examination  of  French  Broad  River  from  Enoxville  to  Leadvale^ 
Tennessee, 

L  Examination  of  Oanulgee  River ^  Georgia^  from  Macon  to  Covington. 

5.  Examination  of  PowelPs  River  from  the  Three  ForkSy  in  Wise  County  j 
TirginiOj  to  the  mouth  of  Clinch  River j  Tennessee, 

6.  Examination  of  Clinch  River  from  the  mouth  of  Indian^  in  Tazewell 
County^  Virginia^  to  the  junction  of  Clinch  and  PowelPs  Rivers^  Tennessee. 

7.  Examination  of  Clinch  River  below  the  mouth  of  Emery^s  River j  and 
Emery^s  River  above  its  mouth,  for  the  removal  of  barSj  Tennessee. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  were  transmitted  to  Congress  at 
its  last  session,  in  reports  which  were  printed  in  H.  B.  Ex.  Docs.  Nos. 
141  and  188.     (See  also  Appendixes  P  5,  P  6,  P  7,  and  P  8.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  NAVIGATION  AT  THE  FALLS  OF  THE  OHIO 
KIVER — SUPERINTENDENCE  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  LOUISVILLE 
AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  Weitzel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having  Capt. 
Alexander  McKenzie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio. — During  the  year  613  cubic 
yards  of  rock  excavation  were  made  inside  of  the  apron-dam  at  the 
head  of  the  canal.  Eepeated  rises  in  the  river  and  misfortune  arising 
from  a  large  break  in  the  coffer-dam,  prevented  more  from  being  done. 

No  farther  appropriation  is  required  for  this  work. 

Amonnt  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $102,459  32 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 12, 710  02 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 89,749  30 

(See  Appendix  Q  1.) 

2,  Superintendence^  management^  and  repair  of  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
land Canal — During  the  year  3,233  boats  have  been  passed  through  the 
locks,  and  103,603  cubic  yards  of  sediment  have  been  removed  by  the 
dredges.    The  mechanics  have  been  employed  in  repairs  on  all  parts  of 
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the  machinery  and  accessories  of  the  canal,  and  in  making  new 
machinery  and  tools ^  the  laborers,  in  passing  and  docking  boats  and 
in  general  work;  the  mud  scows  have  been  enlarged  and  thoroughly 
repaired;  the  tug-boat  Walker  Morris  completely  rebuilt  and  im- 
proved.   One  dredge  has  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  improved. 

A  machine-shop,  with  machinery  and  labor-saving  apparatus,  has 
been  erected,  a  fire-cistern  has  been  built,  a  telegraph-line  has  been 
constructed,  and  osage-orange  hedge  planted  along  the  canal. 

A  loan  of  $50,000,  to  be  repaid  from  time  to  time  as  the  surplus  of 
tolls  will  warrant,  is  needed  for  this  work. 
Cash  on  hand  July  1,1876 $28,017  19 

(See  Appendix  Q  2.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF    THE  OHIO,  MONONGAHELA,  AND  VTABASH    RIVERS. 

OflScer  in  charge  Maj.  W.  E.  Merrill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having 
under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  F.  A.  Mahan,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  Ohio  River. — The  contracts  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  were  for  the  extension  of  the  French  Island 
dike;  the  completion  of  the  dike  at  Evansville;  the  completion  of  a 
dike  at  Henderson  Island,  and  the  construction  of  a  dam  at  the  same 
place. 

The  French  Island  dike  has  been  extended  1,518  feet,  making  a  total 
length  of  3,498  feet,  or  two-thirds  of  a  mile.  The  result  thus  far  has 
been  quite  satisfactory. 

Yery  little  was  done  at  the  Evansville  dike  beyond  repairing  damages 
and  stopping  a  threatened  scour  below  the  shore-end.  The  flood  of 
August  so  reduced  the  working-season  that  no  work  could  be  done  on 
the  proposed  extension  of  500  feet.  The  dike  has  done  excellent  ser- 
vice, and  it  is  believed  that  when  extended  as  proposed  the  Evansville 
bar  will  be  entirely  removed.    Its  present  length  is  1,525  feet. 

The  dike  at  Henderson  Island  has  been  completed,  its  total  length 
being  1,900  feet.  It  has  had  an  excellent  effect  on  the  bar  on  which  it 
is  built,  but  it  has  but  little  effect  on  the  bar  at  the  foot  of  the  island, 
and  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  build  another  dike  about  4,000  feet 
below  the  present  one  in  order  to  remove  this  obstruction. 

The  dam  behind  Henderson  Island  has  been  repaired  and  completed. 
Its  length  is  620  feet,  and  its  width  50  feet.  It  has  fully  accomplished 
its  object  of  forcing  all  the  water,  at  stages  below  6  feet,  to  pass  along- 
side of  the  dike. 

The  snag-boat  E.  A.  Woodruff  has  been  completed  and  put  in  com- 
mission. From  the  8th  to  30th  of  June,  she  had  removed  123  snags  and 
2  wrecks,  and  is  still  at  work  doing  good  service  to  Ohio  River  com- 
merce. 

The  Government  dredges  Ohio  and  Oswego  have  been  in  constant 
service,  except  during  the  months  of  ice  and  high  water.  During  the 
fiscal  year  they  have  dredged  the  following  from  the  channel : 

Cnbio  yards. 

Saw  Mill  Run 19,2t>l 

Brun6t'8  Island 25,173 

Deadmau's  Island 22,807 

White's  Bar 8,329 

Hay's  Bar 29,961 

Deadman's  Island 15,330 

Raccoon  Island 6,940 

Total 127.741 
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The  average  cost  per  cubic  yard  during  the  year  1875  was  17  cents. 
The  dr^ges  also  removed  from  the  channel  11  wrecks  and  6  snags. 
Forty-three  snags  and  one  rock-heap  were  removed  by  special  con- 
tract; daring  the  autumn  of  1875,  before  the  snag-boat  was  completed. 

During  the  fiscal  year  two  contracts  were  made  for  the  removal  of 
wrecks  in  the  Lower  Ohio.  One  contractor  failed  to  procure  bondsmen, 
iDd  did  no  work.  The  other,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  had  removed 
3  wrecks,  and  since  June  3Q,  he  has  completed  his  contract. 

Ho  work  was  done  on  the  first  movable  dam  on  the  Ohio,  (for  which 
$100,000  was  allotted,)  because  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  failed 
to  pass  an  act  giving  cession  of  jurisdiction  and  power  to  condemn  the 
necessary  land.  The  report  contains  an  account  of  the  steps  taken  to 
secure  the  required  legislation. 

For  the  report  of  the  board  of  engineer  ofi&cers  convened  to  examine 
and  report  upon  and  which  adopted  the  plan  and  location  of  this  dam, 
as  proposed  by  Major  Merrill,  see  Appendix  B,  2. 

During  the  early  part  of  1876  Lieutenant  Mahau,  whilst  on  leave  of  ab- 
Benoe,  made  a  special  examination  of  the  various  movable  dams  now  in 
operation  in  France.  In  consequence  of  the  information  he  obtained, 
(see  Appendix  B  1,)  and  of  information  from  other  Sources,  it  is  now 
proposed  by  the  ofi^cer  in  charge  to  replace  the  maneuvering-boat  by  a 
service  bridge,  and  to  crown  the  high  wier  with  a  Poir6e  dam,  using 
either  needles  or  the  gates  invented  by  M.  Boul^,asmay  be  subsequently 
determined.  A  new  estimate  for  this  dam  is  therefore  submitted  by 
Major  Merrill.  Its  total  cost,  including  the  dam  behind  Davis  Island, 
is  put  at  $465,000,  of  which  $99,845  is  now  on  hand. 

The  removal  of  the  dam  at  Cumberland  Island  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  the  officer  in  charge,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  serious  injury 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  and  that  the  reasons  that  originally 
eaased  its  construction  no  longer  exist. 

The  officer  in  charge  submits  the  following  estimate  for  the  fiscal  year 
1877-'78: 

For  anag-boat,  dredges,  and  office $100,000  00 

For  riprap,  dams,  and  dikes 185,000  00 

For  completion  of  movable  dam  at  Davis  Island 3G5, 000  00 

Total  amoant  required 650,000  00 

A  translation  from  the  Annales  des  ponts  et  chauss^es^  containing  a 
full  account  of  the  modification  in  the  needle-dams  invented  by  M. 
BoqI^,  accompanies  this  report  as  Appendix  li  3. 

AmonntavailableJaly  1,1875 ,' $274,611  40 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 157, 590  45 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $8,688.16  due  on  contracts,  &c.. .  117, 020  95 

AmoQDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 175, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  650, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  the  Monongahela  River. — The  work  on  this  river 
consists  in  completing  lock  and  dam  No.  9  at  Hoard's  liocks.  West  Vir- 
ginia, ninety-four  miles  above  Pittsburgh,  and  eight  and  a  half  miles 
below  Morgantown. 

The  lock  has  been  finished  except  the  miter  and  lift  walls,  which  were 
not  embraced  in  the  contract.  For  reasons  set  forth  at  length  in  the 
report  of  the  officer  in  charge,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $20,000 
will  be  required  to  complete  this  lock  and  dam. 
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EsUmate  for  ihe  fiscal  year  1877-78. 

For  completion  of  lock  and  dam  at  Hoard's  Rocks t^,000  OO 

For  lock  at  Laurel  Ran,  (omitting  miter- walls,  gates,  and  valves) 60, 000  OO 

Total  amount  required 80,000  00 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 101.286  09 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 63, 471  48 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $2,601.16  due  on  contracts,  d&c. ..  37, 814  61 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  80, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  4.) 

3.  Improvement  of  the  Wabash  River. — The  outstanding  contracts  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  were  for  clearing  out  the  Little  Cut-off, 
for  closing  the  New  Harmony  Cut-off  by  a  dam,  and  for  excavating  a 
channel  at  Warwick's  Eipple. 

The  contract  at  Little  Chain  was  completed. 

At  New  Harmony  the  dam  was  only  partly  built  when  the  season 
closed.  Some  damage  was  done  to  it  during  the  winter,  but  this  has 
been  repaired,  and  the  dam  will  probably  be  finished  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

At  Warwick's  Bipple  no  work  of  excavation  was  done  during  the  last 
season,  as  the  contractor  failed  to  get  his  coffer-dam  dry.  He  is  again 
at  work,  but  thus  far  has  done  but  little.  The  prospect  of  finishing  the 
work  by  the  close  of  the  present  season  is  unfavorable. 

Estimate  for  fiscal  year  1877-78. 

For  rebuilding  Grand  Rapids  lock §130,000  00 

For  engineering  and  contingencies 15,000  00 

Total  amount  required 145,000  00 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 49,917  03 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 15, 802  15 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  |'^1.88  due  ou  contracts 34, 114  88 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 70, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  145, 000  00 

(See  appendix  K  5.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOB  IMPROVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  Major  Merrill 
was  charged  with  the  completion  of  the  surveys  begun  under  the  act  of 
June  23, 1874,  for  the  extension  of  the  Cfiesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  from 
Cumberland^  Maryland^  to  tlie  headtcaters  of  the  Youghiogheny  River.  The 
final  report  was  transmitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session^  and  printed 
in  H.  E.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  137.    (See  Appendix  R  6.) 

Also  with  the  survey  of  Monongahela  River  from  Morgantown  to  Fair- 
porty  West  Virginia^  and  an  examination  of  the  Louisa  Fork  of  Sandy 
River  from  the  mouth  of  Dismal,  in  Buchanan  County y  Virginia^  to  Pike- 
ton,  Kentu^Jcy,  the  results  of  which  were  transmitted  to  Congress  in  re- 
ports printed  in  H.  R.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  91.    (See  Appendixes  R  7  and  R  8.) 

And  also  with  an  examination  of  Allegheny  River  beloio  Freeport,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  survey  of  Allegheny  River  near  Pittsburgh.  (See  Appen- 
dix R  9.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  GREAT  KANAWHA  RIVER,  WEST  VIRGINIA,  AND  OF 
NEW  RIVER,  VIRGINIA  AND  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  W.  P.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
Lieut.  Thomas  Turtle,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 
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1.  Improvement  of  Oreat  Kanawha  River,  West  Virginia. — Three  huQ- 
dred  thonsand  dollars  was  appropriated  March  3, 1875.  As  soon  as  was 
possible,  the  possession  of  sites  for  beginning  operations  was  obtained. 
The  necessary  legal  process  caused  some  delay.  Contracts  were  made 
as  follows :  August  20,  1875,  for  buildiug  a  large  lock  near  Brownstown  ; 
October  15, 1875,  for  building  a  similar  lock  near  the  foot  of  Cabin 
Creek  Shoal ;  March  28, 1876,  for  building  a  dam,  abutment,  pier,  and 
the  floor  of  a  navigation-pass  adjoining  the  lock  at  Brownstown.  The 
contract-prices  were  lower  than  the  estimates  of  the  engineer.  Finan- 
cial difiScuities  and  other  troubles  have  caused  delay,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  works  contracted  for  will  be  so  far  advanced  in  the  working- 
season  of  1876  as  to  be  essentially  completed  in  1877.  The  next  opera- 
tions to  be  andertaken  should  be  the  building  of  the  dam,  &c.,  adjoin- 
ing the  lock  near  Cabin  Creek  Shoal,  and  the  occupation  of  one  or 
more  other  of  the  locations  of  the  series.  The  late  date  at  which  the 
new  appropriation  was  made  will  cause  delay  in  bringing  on  the  work, 
which,  in  the  earlier  stages  at  every  location,  can  only  be  done  at  the 
lowest  stage  of  the  water,  a  period  of  brief  duration  in  each  year  on 
this  river. 

A  small  sum  was  expended  in  the  last  fiscal  year  in  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  some  of  the  worst  shoals  w^ich  obstruct  navigation  at 
points  not  affected  by  the  permanent  works  now  in  hand.  The  same 
plan  will  be  pursued  in  the  current  fiscal  year. 

The  appropriations  have  been,  March  3, 1873,  $25,000;  June  23, 1874, 
$25,000 ;  total  for  temporary  improvement,  $50,000. 

The  first  appropriation  for  the  permanent  improvement  was  $300,000, 
March  3,  1875  ;  another  made  August  14,  1876,  of  $270,000.  The  total 
of  the  estimate  for  the  permanent  improvement  is  $4,152,000. 

Amountavailable  July  1,  1875 $302,753  62 

Amount  expended  darinf^  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 31, 293  13 

AmonDt  available  July  1,  1876,  inolndin jr  $665.48  due  on  contraots 27  L,  460  49 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 270, 000  00 

AmouDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ^  3, 852, 000  00 

Amount  that  cao  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  1, 000, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  S 1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  New  River  from  the  lead-mines  in  Wythe  County^ 
Virginia,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  in  West  yiir^'nta.— Special 
reports  as  to  this  portion  of  the  river  were  made  December  20, 1872, 
aod  January  9,  1873,  which  were  printed  in  the  annnal  report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873.  Those  reports,  with  their  maps  and  sub- 
leports,  contain  the  latest  official  information  on  the  subject. 

Two  plans  we^  recommended  for  consideration — a  2-feet  keel -boat 
navigation,  costing  $100,000,  and  a  3-feet  steamboat  navigation,  costing 
(1,000,000.  It  was  also  stated,  as  an  approximation,  that  a  5J-feet 
steam-navigation  would  cost  about  $2,500,000.  No  decision  has  yet  been 
arrived  at  as  to  the  best  method  of  expending  the  small  appropriation 
of  $15,000  made  by  act  of  August  14,  1876. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $  15, 000 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  (see  report 

above;  depends  on  plan  a<lopted) 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  50, 000 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOR  laiPRGVEMBNT. 

Major  Craighill  submitted  December  7,  1875,  a  report  of  tbe  survey  of 
EUs  River,  in  West  Virginia,  between  its  mouth  at  Charleston  and  Braxton 
Court-House.    (See  Appendix  9  2  to  this  report,  as  also  Ex.  Doc.  No.  69, 
H.  E.  44th  Cong.,  Ist  sess.)  ^.g,.^^,  .^  GoOglc 
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TRANSPORTATION-ROUTES   TO   THE    SEABOARD. 

The  act  of  Jane  23, 1874,  provided  for  sarveys  and  estimates  to  be 
made,  for  the  improvement  recommended  by  the  Senate  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Transportation- Routes  to  the  Seaboard,  upon  certain  routes 
indicated  by  the  committee. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  each  report,  whether  upon  an  entire  route  or  any 
portion  of  it,  it  was  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Congress 
and  printed,  the  whole  forming  a  series  of  executive  documents,  which 
were  also  inserted  in  the  appendix  of  my  last  annual  report. 

Upon  the  third  subdivision  of  the  Mississippi  route,  surveys  were  con- 
tinued during  the  last  fiscal  year,  under  the  direction  of  Col.  J.  N.  Ma- 
comb, Corps  of  Engineers,  from  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  to  Des  Moines  Rapids, 
at  which  point  the  work  was  discontinued,  the  available  funds  having 
been  exhausted. 

The  report  of  the  results  of  this  survey  will  be  found  in  Appendix  T  1. 

Upon  the  third  subdivision  of  the  central  route,  designated  as  "  a  con- 
nection by  canal  or  a  freight-railway  from  the  Ohio  or  Kanawha  River, 
near  Charleston,  by  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route  through 
West  Virginia  to  tide-water  in  Virginia,"  the  surveys  for  which  were 
assigned  to  Maj.  William  B.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  the  study  of 
the  subject  has  been  continued  by  him,  and  a  further  report  will  be 
submitted  at  an  early  day. 

In  connection  with  the  first  subdivision  of  the  northern  route^  a  report 
to  this  office  from  Maj.  G.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers,  upon  the 
improvement  of  the  route  of  water-transportation  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Lake  Michigan  along  the  valleys  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
Rivers,  was  transmitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session,  and  printed  as 
Senate  Ex.  Doc.  No.  28. 

The  conclusions  reached  by  Major  Warren  are  adverse  to  the  perma- 
nent improvement  of  the  Wisconsin  River  by  a  system  of  canalization  or 
rectiflcation  of  its  high  and  low  water  channels,  and  that  a  canal  along 
its  banks  is  the  only  method  of  permanent  improvement. 

The  improvement  of  this  route  is  now  in  progress,  in  cliarge  of  Maj. 
D.  C.  Houston,  Corps  of  Engineers.  The  present  method  of  improve- 
ment of  the  Wisconsin  is  on  trial  on  its  own  merits,  and  it  is  too  soon 
to  announce  the  final  result;  but  the  publication  of  this  report,  with  the 
data  it  contains,  will  enable  others  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  nature  of 
the  undertaking,  and  aid  in  a  more  speedy  solution. 

(See  Appendix  T  2.) 

BEIDGINO  THE  NAVIGABLE  WATERS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

To  comply  with  acts  of  Congress  relative  thereto,  the  attention  of  this 
office  has  been  called  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  questions  arising  in 
the  proposed  construction  of  bridges  across  navigable  streams.  (See 
Appendix  U  1.) 

The  reports  of  boards  of  engineer  officers  convened  to  consider  some 
of  the  proposed  plans  of  bridges,  will  be  found  as  below  : 

1.  Bridge  across  Ohio  River  at  Cincimiati,  proposed  by  the  Cincinnati 
Southern  Railway  Company.    (See  Appendix  U  2.) 

2.  Bridge  across  Mississippi  River  at  Dubuque,  proposed  by  the  Dubuque 
and  Dunleith  Pile  and  Ponton  Bridge  Company.    (See  Appendix  U  3.) 

3.  Bridge  across  the  Saint  Croix  River  at  (Stillwater^  Minnesota.  (See 
Appendix  U  4.) 

And  also  an  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Saint  Joseph,  Mich.,  and  of 
the  construction  of  the  railroad-bridge  across  that  harbor,  with  the 
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view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  bridge  materially  affects  the  commerce 
of  the  harbor,  and,  if  so,  in  what  manner  its  construction  can  be  mod- 
ified.   (See  Appendix  U  5.) 

LAKE   HARBOKS   AND   RIVERS. 

HIBBOE-IHPBOYEMENTS     AT     SUPERIOR    CITY,    SUPERIOR   BAT,    AND 
DU  LUTH,  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 

Officer  in  charge,  Mjy.  F.  TJ.  Farqnhar,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Du  Luth  RarbaTy  Minnesota. — The  contract  for  dredging  in  the 
anchorage  sonth  of  the  channel  leading  from  the  canal  to  the  railroad- 
docks  has  been  continued  during  the  fiscal  year,  the  whole  amount  of 
dredging  to  the  end  of  the  year  being  169,544  cubic  yards. 

The  piers  of  the  canal  continue  in  the  same  precarious  state,  from  be- 
ing undermined  by  the  current.  For  protection,  some  200  cords  of  stone 
have  been  placed  on  the  channel  side  of  the  north  pier  by  the  Lake 
Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company. 

The  appropriation  for  the  present  fiscal  year  will  be  expended  in  re- 
pairs to  the  north  pier  of  the  canal  and  in  dredging. 

Amoont  available  July  1, 1875 $34,449  83 

Amoant  expended  dnring  fittcal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 29, 874  44 

Amoont  available  July  1,  1676,  inclading  $258.33  due  on  labor 4, 575  39 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 15, 000  00 

AmouDt  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 171, 847  11 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878^ 
dredging  and  repairs 60,000  00 

(See  Appendix  V  1.) 

2.  XaturcU  entrance  to  Bay  of  Superior,  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,— The 
work  here  consisted  in  protecting  the  beach  between  the  light-honse  and 
the  pier  Irom  the  action  of  the  sea  breaking  over  it.  The  work  was  done 
by  contract.  It  may  be  that  this  brush  protection  will  have  to  be  far- 
ther extended  toward  the  light-house. 

There  is  a  good  channel  of  12  feet  in  depth  between  the  piers. 
Future  available  funds  will  be  used  in  repairs  to  piers  and  any  work 
Decessary  to  prevent  a  breach  on  Minnesota  Point. 

Amount  aTailable  July  1, 1875 |5,433  00 

Amoont  expended  d uring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 5, 343  54 

Amoant  ayailable  July  f,  1876 89  46 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 3, 000  00 

Amoant  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project — repairs 7, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    7, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  V  2.) 

McCargo^s  Cove,  Isle  Boyale,  LaJce  Superior. — In  consequence  of  a 
petition  to  the  Secretary  of  War  from  persons  interested  in  the  trade  of 
Isle  Boyale,  Major  Gomstock,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  charge  of  the  sur- 
vey of  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes,  was  instructed  to  estimate 
the  cost  of  removal  of  certain  obstructions  to  navigation  at  the  entrance 
to  McGargoe's  Cove.    (For  his  report,  see  Appendix  V  3.) 

HABBOBS  ON  LAKE  SUPEBIOB,  (EXCEPT  DU  LUTH  AND  SUPEBIOB 
CITY,)  ON  OBEEN  BAY,  AND  ON  THE  WESTEBN  SHOEE  OF  LAKE 
MIGHiaAN,  NOBTH  OF  MILWAUKEE,  WISCONSIN. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Henry  M.  Itobert,  Corps  of  Engineers. 
1.  Ontonoffon  Harbor,  Michigan. — ^The  pile  revetment,  498  feet  long,  on 
the  shore  end  of  the  west  pier  was  completed,  7  cribs  on  the  west  pier 
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had  superstrnctnre  bnilt  on  them,  5  courses  were  put  on  the  last  crib  of 
the  east  pier,  and  6  courses  of  superstructure  were  put  on  the  same; 
the  east  pier  was  refilled  and  planked,  and  10  new  cribs  were  placed  in 
extension  of  the  west  pier. 

This  is  an  important  work,  as  Ontonagon  is  the  only  harbor  on  a  long 
stretch  of  coast.  There  remains  yet  to  be  appropriated  of  the  original 
estimate  for  completing  the  work  $208,170,  and  $30,000  is  asked  for  by 
the  ofi&cer  in  charge. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $35,369  35 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 30, 575  61 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  |1, 908.26  due  on  (M>ntract8 4, 793  74 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 15, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completiou  of  existing  project 208, 170  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  30, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  1.) 

2.  Uagle  Harbor ^  Michigan. — ^The  work  of  blasting  the  rock  obstmct- 
ing  the  entrance  to  this  harbor  wasi  actively  begun,  and  is  still  in  pro- 
gress, some  $33,000  having  accnmulated  &om  small  appropriations.  If 
funds  should  be  available,  the  work  will  be  continued  as  at  present, 
leaving  the  dredging  of  the  blasted  rock  until  it  can  be  removed  in 
large  quantities. 

Amount  avail^le  July  1, 1875 §23,913  52 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 18,979  53 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 9,933  99 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 12, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 198, 362  36 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  2.) 

3.  Marquette  Harbor,  Michigan. — The  breakwater  forming  this  harbor 
has  been  completed,  including  repairs,  at  a  cost  less  than  the  original 
estimate  by  $78,873.83,  and  is  10  feet  longer  than  was  contemplated. 
During  the  year  superstructure  was  built  over  crib  No.  40;  five  inter- 
vals were  refilled  with  stone ;  repairs  made  to  the  planking  broken  up 
by  a  severe  storm,  and  2,059^  cords  of  stone  were  placed  as  riprap  along 
the  seaward  face  of  the  breakwater. 

The  recommendation  made  last  year  for  an  appropriation  of  $68,000 
to  build  an  extension  of  400  feet  is  renewed.  The  large  commercial 
interests  of  Marquette  Harbor  would  seem  to  justify  this  extension  of 
her  harbor-room. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 : $17,536  41 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 16, 452  96 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 1,083  45 

Amount  appropri ated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 2, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  project  recommended 68, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876.  35, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  3.) 

4.  Menomonee  Harbor ,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. — ^The  contract  entered 
into  last  year  at  low  prices  for  dredging  this  harbor  was  extended  to 
September  30, 1876.  Ninety-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  and  two-tenths  cubic  yards  were  dredged  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government  during  the  past  year,  besides  47,000  cubic  yards  done  by 
private  enterprise.  Two  thousand  linear  feet  of  dock-line  was  built  also 
by  private  enterprise.  The  dredging  will  be  continued  this  season,  and, 
if  appropriation  is  made,  the  piers  will  be  extended  and  plank  walks 
laid  on  them.    A  great  freshet  in  the  river  last  May  produced  a  partial 
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QoderiDiniDg  of  some  300  linear  feet  of  the  aoath  pier,  which  is  now 
being  repaired. 

Amonnt  available  Jnly  1,  1875 $27,918  12 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30. 1876 15, 672  65 

AmooDt  available  July  1,  1876,  iocludine  $1,355.39  due  on  contracts 12,245  47 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  aj>proved  Aagost  14, 1876 8, 000  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 87, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878 . .    25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  4.) 

5.  Oreen  Bay  Harbor ^  Wiscomin. — ^Dredging  in  the  channel  between 
Grassy  Island  and  the  month  of  the  Fox  Eiver  was  continued  during 
the  season  of  1875,  34,459  cubic  yards  of  material  having  been  removed 
daring  the  fiscal  year.  The  piers  which  preserve  the  cut  at  Grassy 
Island  were  seriously  damaged  last  winter  by  ice.  It  is  proposed  to  re- 
pair them  and  protect  the  east  pier  by  continuing  around  it  the  guard- 
piling  commenced  in  1874,  as  soon  as  money  becomes  available,  when 
dredging  will  also  be  continued. 

ThLs  harbor  should  be  pushed  to  an  early  completion,  as,  independ- 
ently of  the  trade  of  the  cities  of  Green  Bay  and  Foi:t  Howard,  at  its 
bead,  it  forms  the  lake  outlet  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Biver  improve- 
ment 

A  straight  channel  of  14  feet  water  through  the  flats  is  the  object 
aimed  at,  and  to  preserve  it  when  completed  will  require  a  small  annual 
appropriation. 

Amcrant  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $10,014  10 

AnoiiDt  expended  dnrin^^  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 9, 594  94 

Amoant  available  July  1,  1876 419  16 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 8, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 35, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.  12, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  6.) 

6.  Harbor  of  Refuge  at  Sturgeon  Bay  Canalj  Wieoonsin. — There  has 
been  no  appropriation  for  this  work  since  1874.  The  company  having 
this  ship-canal  in  charge  has  suspended  work.  If  the  canal  is  completed, 
the  harbor  will  become  an  important  point  The  pile  piers  require  re- 
paiis,  and  funds  should  be  on  hand  to  keep  them  in  order  in  case  of  an 
emergency.    Five  thousand  dollars  are  asked  for  this  purpose. 

Amoant  available  July  1, 1875 $420  51 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 19  30 

Amoant  avaUable  July  1,  1876 401  21 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878— 
for  repairs 5,000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  6.) 

7.  Ahnapee  Harbor^  Wisconein. — Six  cribs  were  placed  in  extension  of 
tlie  north  pier,  and  one  crib  in  the  south  pier.  Eight  sections  of  the 
aoath  pier  were  refilled,  and  17,315.2  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  158.96  cords 
of  rock  were  excavated  by  the  United  States  dredge  from  the  channel. 

A  board  of  engineer  officers  was  convened  to  report  on  a  plan  sub- 
mitted by  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  future  improvement  of  this  harbor, 
by  excavating  a  channel  through  the  rock  forming  the  bed  of  the  river, 
thus  forming  an  inside  instead  of  an  outside  harbor,  as  originally  con- 
templated. The  board,  having  had  a  thorough  examination  mswie  by 
drilling,  blasting,  and  dredging  the  rock,  reported  in  favor  of  the  plan, 
aod,  it  being  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  operations  were  com- 
meoced  in  March  and  continued  vigorously  until  May  12,  when  the 
fonds  became  exhausted. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


96  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

The  estimated  cost  of  finishing  the  harbor  under  this  project  is  $95,000, 
against  $295,000  remaining  unappropriated  of  the  original  estimate. 
The  operations  contemplated  this  season,  if  fands  should  be  available, 
comprise  superstructures. over  the  cribs  sunk  last  year,  some  repairs  to 
the  pile  piers,  and  the  continuation  of  the  rock-excavation  in  the  channel, 
'which  last  will  be  done  during  the  winter  season. 

Amount  avftilable  Jaly  1,  1875 |25,963  31 

A  mount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 25, 676  40 

Amount  availaT>le  July  1, 1876 284  91 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 8, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  tor  completion  of  existing  project 95, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  7.) 

8.  Two  Rivers  Harbor ,  Wisconsin, — Six  cribs  were  placed  in  extension 
of  both  piers,  and  close  piling  placed  at  the  angles  in  the  piers  ;  dredg- 
ing was  done  in  the  channel,  and  for  beds  of  cribs  the  shore  was  pro- 
tected at  the  ends  of  the  pile  piers ;  and  one  section  of  the  south  pile 
pier  refilled.  The  next  appropriation  will  be  used  in  completing  the 
superstructure  over  the  cribs  sunk  last  year,  and  placing  four  new  cribs 
in  extension  of  the  piers.  Some  plank  walk  will  also  be  built  on  the 
piers,  and  the  pile  piers  will  be  repaired  as  far  as  funds  will  permit,  by 
replacing  the  slab  filling  with  brush,  so  as  to  make  the  pier  more  im- 
pervious to  sand. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 115,627  32 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 14, 614  67 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 1,012  65 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5,000  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 160, 588  80 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.    25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  8.) 

9.  Manitoicoc  Harbor^  Wisconsin, — Two  cribs  were  placed,  one  in  ex- 
tension of  each  pier,  and  superstructure  built  over  four  cribs  sunk  the 
preceding  year.  Some  dredging  for  a  bed  for  one  crib,  and  slight  re- 
pairs to  both  piers,  were  also  made.  This  year,  as  far  as  available  funds 
will  permit,  the  cribs  just  placed  will  be  finished,  two  new  cribs  will  be 
built,  and  some  repairs,  planking,  and  filling  done  on  the  old  crib-work. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $11,556  27 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 10, 412  79 

Amount  available  July  1.1876 1,143  48 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 8, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 44, 682  54 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  9.) 

10.  Sheboygan  Sarbor^  Wisconsin. — The  superstructure  at  this  harbor  is 
in  bad  condition,  (some  of  it  having  been  built  in  I860,)  and  it  will  be  re- 
moved and  new  timbers  put  on,  as  far  as  the  funds  will  permit,  the  work 
of  repair  having  been  commenced  last  season,  and  is  still  in  progress. 

The  cost  has  just  equaled  the  original  estimate.  The  decay  of  the 
superstructure,  (the  part  above  water,)  and  the  necessity  for  dredging, 
will  require  an  annual  appropriation  for  some  time  ]  $6,000  is  asked  for 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 |12,502  08 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1876 10,101  84 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 2,400  24 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 6, 000  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June,  30, 
1878,  to  continue  repair-work 6,000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  10.) 
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II.  Part  Washington  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — The  channel  was  dredged 
to  10  feet  water,  and  the  west  basin  enlarged  by  dredging  to  12  feet 
water ;  24,287.22  cnbic  yards  having  been  removed  during  the  year. 
Repairs  were  also  made  on  the  revetment  and  the  embankment  on  the 
south  side  of  the  basin. 

The  officer  in  charge  recommends  the  excavation  of  the  ground  de- 
signed for  a  basin  on  the  north  side  of  the  channel,  before  any  further 
exteoBiOQ  of  the  piers  is  made,  thereby  adding  100  per  cent,  to  the  size 
of  the  harbor  and  to  its  security,  at  an  additional  expense  of  less  than 
18  per  cent.  His  estimate  for  the  work  of  excavation  is  $27,000,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  take  from  the  $74,527.17  remaining  unappropriated  of 
the  original  estimate. 

AmoQDt  available  July  1,1875 $10,992  00 

ABount  expended  during  fiHcal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 9, 670  75 

AmoQDt  available  July  1,1876 1,321  25 

Amoont  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14, 1876 8, 000  00 

AmoQDt  (estimated)  required  fur  completion  of  existing  project 74,527  17 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  W  11.) 

HARBORS  OP   MILWAUKEE,  RACINE,  AND  KENOSHA,  LAKE  MICHIGAN- 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVEES. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  D.  O.  Houston,  Corps  of  Engiaeers,  with 
Capt  G.  J.  Lydeeker  and  Lieut.  F.  A.  Hinman,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Milwaukee  Harbor^  Wisconsin, — The  sum  of  $25,000  appropriated 
)Ian:h  3, 1875,  has  been  applied  to  replacing  400  feet  of  the  old  super- 
stnietureof  the  north  pier  by  one  of  dry  stone-masonry,  and  in  con- 
stroctiDg 2  substantial  pier-heads.  The  funds  available  will  be  suttlcient 
to  baiUl  150  feet  more  of  superstructure.  The  total  estimate  for  rei)lac- 
in^ 2^40  feet  of  old  8Uf>erstructure  is  8120,000.  Deducting  the  appro- 
priations of  1875  and  1876,  amounting  to  $51,000,  there  remains  $09,000 
which  could  be  advantageously  expended  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Aoonnt  available  July  1,  1875 8*21,459  16 

Amwiot  expendctl  during  fincal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 Ifi,  883  29 

AffioQot  available  July  1,  1^6,  including  |1,287  due  on  contracts 7,575  87 

AmoQDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 2t),  000  00 

A]BDaiji(e»tiDiated)  required  fur  completion  of  existing  project 69,000  00 

Aaoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  69, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  XL) 

2.  Racine  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — The  appropriation  of  $10,000  made 
ilarch  3, 187a,  has  been  expended  in  dredging  between  the  piers  and  in 
Ottinpleting  superstructure  over  crib  placed  in  1875. 

The  sppropriation  of  $8,000  made  by  act  of  Congress,  dated  August 
14, 1870,  will  be  applied  to  rebuilding  a  portion  of  the  old  superstruc- 
tareof  the  north  pier.  An  additional  amount  ofj  $7,000  is  required  to 
complete  this  work  and  building  a  pier-head  at  the  extremity  of  the  south 
pitr. 

AmoDot  available  July  1,  1875 $10,136  32 

AiiK>aiit  ex|n.'uded  during  fincal  year  ending  June  30,  1^76 9, 8i.)l  75 

AoH-nni  avhilable  July  1,  1«76 244  57 

Ammnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14 ,  1876 8, 000  00 

ABHifliit  (tKiiaiated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 7,  000  00 

Amoaut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187.-^.      7, 000  00 

{St'e  Appendix  X  2.) 

.  3.  KcHonha  Harbor ^  Wisconsin, — The  appropriation  of  $15,000  mad© 
Marcb  3, 1875,  has  teen  expended  in  extending  the  north  pier  by  1  crib 
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50  feet  by  30  feet  and  m  dredging  the  channel  between  the  piers.  The 
appropriation  of  $8,000  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 
1876,  will  be  applied  to  building  superstructure  over  the  two  cribs 
placed  in  1874  and  1875;  in  dredging  between  the  piers,  and  making 
necessary  repairs. 

There  is  required,  in  addition,  the  sum  of  $7,000  to  complete  this 
work. 

Amountavailable  July  1,1875 $15,060  ® 

Amoiiut  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1876 14,719  05 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 361  83 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,1876 8,  (K)0  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 7,  000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.       7, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  X  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers, — The  improvement  of 
these  rivers  is  being  carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  plan  heretofore 
reported,  and  the  results  are  given  in  detail  in  the  accompanying  reports. 

The  enlargement  of  the  Portage  Canal  has  been  completed  and  navi- 
gation opened,  connecting  the  two  rivers.  Two  new  masonry-locks  have 
been  completed  on  the  Fox,  and  six  more  will  be  completed  this  season. 
Five  new  dams  will  also  be  completed  this  season  on  the  Lower  Fox, 
and  navigation  be  reopened  over  the  entire  route.  A  large  amount  of 
dredging  has  been  done  on  the  Upper  Fox,  in  deepening  the  chanuel  and 
making  cut-offs. 

The  improvement  of  the  Wisconsin  by  means  of  wing-dams  has  been 
continued  with  satisfactory  results. 

Amountavailable  July  1,1875 ^79,107  43 

Amount  received  from  tolls  on  Fox  River  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,1875 $364  96 

Amount  received  from  tolls  on  Fox  River  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,1876 385  23 

750  19 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1876 420,415  45 

Amount  available  July  1,1«76 159,442  17 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 270,  000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2,975,663  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     750, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  X  4.) 

HARBORS  OP  CHICAGO,  CALUMET,  MICHIGAN  CITY,  AND  NEW  BUFFALO, 

LAKE  MICHIGAN. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Chicago  Harbor^  Illinois, — Twelve  hundred  and  fifty  running  feet 
of  superstructure  were  built  by  hired  labor  over  the  cribs  sunk  at  the 
south  end  of  the  breakwater,  completing  this  improvement  to  the  extent 
of  the  approved  plan.  One  thousand  feet  of  protection  were  added  to 
the  north  end  of  breakwater.  Two  cribs  were  sunk  in  extension  of  the 
north  pier,  and  repairs  made  to  north  and  south  piers. 

A  survey  of  the  harbor  has  also  been  made.  Under  contract,  10  cribs 
were  sunk  in  extension  of  the  north  pier,  making  the  new  extension  600 
feet,  and,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  full  courses,  for  a  running 
length  of  600  feet,  the  su])erstnicture  is  completed. 

Under  contract,  also,  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Nicaragua,  lying  in 
the  outer  basin,  was  removed  and  towed  into  deep  water. 

The  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877, 
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may  be  applied  toward  deepening  the  channel  connecting  the  outer  har- 
bor with  the  Chicago  Biver. 

An  estimate  of  $100,000  is  submitted  by  the  officer  in  charge  for 
extending  the  breakwater  1,000  feet  southerly ;  of  $40,000  for  excavating 
a  channel  to  connect  the  outer  harbor  with  the  Chicago  River,  and  of 
$10,000  for  the  repairs  and  preservation  of  existing  improvements. 

AmooDt  available  July  1,1875 j|110,056  64 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 93, 531  72 

AiDoant  available  July  1 ,  1876,  including  $2,912. 78  due  on  contracts 15, 524  92 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (eetimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 150, 000  00 

Amonot  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  150, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Calumet^  Illinois. — The  south  pier 
was  extended  200  feet  by  contract,  and  by  hired  labor  the  saperstruct- 
ore  was  bailt  over  three  cribs  gunk  last  year  in  extension  of  the  north 
pier  and  two  cribs  in  extension  of  the  south  pier.  A  few  repairs  were  also 
made  to  both  piers. 

Under  contract,  33,496  cubic  yards  were  dredged  from  the  channel 
between  the  piers.  The  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1877,  may  be  applied  toward  extending  the  south  pier  250  feet,  more 
or  less,  and  to^'ard  dredging  20,000  cubic  yards  of  material  from  the 
channel. 

Amoont  available  July  1, 1875 $25,884  34 

Amoont  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 24, 077  OL 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 1,807  33 

Amooot  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 49, 875  52 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.      5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  Gity^  Indiana, — Six  hundred 
ranning  feet  of  crib  foundation  have  been  sunk  along  the  site  of  the 
breakwater.  The  east  pier,  to  inclose  ^he  outer  basin,  has  been  com- 
pleted to  the  shore;  in  all,  a  distance  of  296  feet. 

A  few  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  outer  part,  also  to  the  east  and 
west  piers  of  the  entrance  to  Trail  Creek.  The  appropriation  estimated 
as  necessary  to  complete  the  breakwater,  to  dredge  in  the  channel,  and 
to  make  necessary  repairs  to  existing  works  is  $63,000. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $85,313  60 

Amonot  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 84, 122  55 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 1,191  05 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 35, 000  00 

Amoont  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 63, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  63, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  3.) 

4.  Xew  Buffalo  Harbor^  Michigan, — No  work  was  done  at  this  harbor 
daring  the  year,  and  no  estimate  is  submitted  for  future  improvement. 

Amountavailable  July  1,1875 $2,279  00 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  20,1876 1,737  15 

Amountavailable  July  1, 1876 541  85 

(See  Appendix   Y  4) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SUBVEYS  FOE  IMPROVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  iMarch  3, 
1875,  Major  Gillespie  was  charged  with  the  examination  of  a  route  for  a 
canal  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Wabash  Kiver,  Indiana,  the  results  of 
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which  were  transmitted  to  Coopfress  at  its  last  session,  in  a  report 
which  was  printed  as  H.  E.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  86. 
(See  Appendix  Y  5.) 

HARBORS  ON  THE  EASTERN    SHORE   OF  LAKE  MICHIGAN. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  S.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Frankfort  Harbor^  Michigan, — The  north  pier  has  been  extended 
100  feet  during  the  year,  and  the  superstructure  over  the  crib  sunk  the 
previous  year  in  extension  of  the  south  pier,  together  with  necessary 
refilling,  completed. 

The  United  States  dredge  removed  18,195  cubic  yards  of  sand  from 
the  channel,  leaving  a  water-way  of  II  feet  between  the  piers. 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  1875,  together  with  the  appropri- 
ation of  $3,000  under  act  approved  August  14,  1876,  will  be  applied  to 
pier-extension. 

To  carry  out  the  recommendations  made  in  yearly  reports  since  1872, 
$22,000  is  required.  This  amount  is  asked  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1878. 

Frankfort  is  an  important  point  in  the  line  of  deep-draught  vessels 
plying  the  lakes,  and  it  is  eminently  desirable  that  it  be  made  and  pre- 
served as  a  harbor  of  refuge. 

Amount  available  July  1,1 875 $17,587  93 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1876 13, 185  51 

Amountavailable  July  1,1876 4,4ChJ  42 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,1876 3,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project —  2*2, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  22, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  1.) 

2.  Manistee  Harbor^  Michi(/an. — During  the  year  each  pier  has  been 
extended  150  feet.  About  450  feet  of  the  south  pier  will  be  leveled  to 
the  required  height  this  season.     Estimated  cost,  $1,200. 

The  appropriation  of  $14,000  under  act  approved  August  14, 1876, 
together  with  the  funds  remaining  of  the  appropriation  of  1875,  will  be 
applied  to  the  construction  of  north  side  revetment  320  feet  farther  east, 
and  in  dredging  channel  to  12  feet  of  water. 

A  further  extension  of  the  piers  is  demanded  at  .this  place,  and  to 
continue  improvements  $30,000  is  asked  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1878. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 §30,736  80 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 20, 355  0*2 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $1,654.97  due  on  contracts 10, 3Hl  78 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 14,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 76, 771  UO 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     30, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  2.) 

3.  Lxulington  Harbor^  Michigan. — The  north  pier  has  been  extended 
100  feet  during  the  year,  and  slight  repairs  in  the  Tray  of  refilling  and 
protecting  the  south  pier-head  made. 

The  Government  dredge  has  cleared  the  channel,  so  that  there  is  now 
a  water-way  of  14  feet  through  its  center. 

The  recommendations  of  last  year  for  pier-extension  are  renewed,  aud 
the  estimate  of  $36,000,  less  the  $10,000  appropriated  by  act  of  August 
14,  1876,  can  be  profitably  expended  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1878. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 §15,9*3  43 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 13,946  40 
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Amonnt  available  July  1, 1876 $2,037  03 

AmoQut  appropriat«d  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 26, 000  00 

Amount  that  caji  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.  26, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  3.) 

L  Pentwater  Harbor^  Michigan, — No  appropriation  has  been  made  for 
this  harbor  since  1873. 

Nothing  has  been  done  here  but  to  repair  some  slight  damages  caused 
by  collisions  of  steamers  with  the  piers. 

The  Government  dredge  will  remove,  this  season,  a  bar  that  has  formed 
between  the  piers,  and  the  revetment  alongside  will  be  improved  against 
farther  shoaling. 

The  recommendations  and  estimates  of  last  year  are  renewed,  viz : 
To  dredge  away  old  slab-revetment  and  substitute  a  pile-revetment,  and 
to  extend  the  north  pier  150  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $39,200. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $1,916  89 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 213  26 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 1,703  63 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amoant  (eetimated)  required  fur  completion  of  existing  project 39,200  00 

Amount  that  can  bo  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.  39, 200  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  4.) 

5.  White  River  Harhor^  Michigan. — The  south  pier  has  been  extended 
IJO  feet  dnring  the  year,  while  a  portion  of  the  old  work  has  been 
sheathed  and  partly  refilled  and  reballasted. 

This  harbor  is  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  and  again  needs  dredg- 
ing, and  the  old  revetments  require  a  thorough  overhauling. 

To  carry  out  the  permanent  improvements  suggested  in  former  years 
requires  an  appropriation  of  $34,520.60,  which  amount  can  be  profitably 
expended  in  the  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1875 $17,076  12 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 14,995  66 

Amoant  available  July  1,  1876   2,080  46 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angust  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

Amonnt  (estiniate<l)  required  for  completion  of  exist ing  project 34, 526  60 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     34, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  5.) 

6.  MuHkegon  Harbor^  Michigan. — The  south  pier  has  been  extended  150 
feet  dnring  the  year.  Some  repairs  will  be  put  upon  the  piers  this  sea- 
son, at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1,000. 

To  complete  the  pier-extension,  as  recommended  in  the  yearly  report 
of  1873,  there  remains  a  balance  of  the  estimate  as  yet  unappropriated 
of  $6,000;  to  this  should  be  added  $1,898.04,  which  was  expended  in 
1874  on  the  north  pier  revetment,  and  $1,000  for  repairs  in  progress, 
making  a  total  of  $8,898.04  to  be  appropriated  fOr  expenditure  in  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 J27,601  11 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 21,072  49 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 6,528  62 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 15, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 898  04 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.      8, 990  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  6.) 

7:  Grand  Haven  Harbor^  Michigan. — The  work  remaining  unfinished 
at  date  of  last  report  was  completed  by  October  2,  and  some  slight 
repairs  added  to  the  old  work. 

The  exceptionally  rough  northwest  weather  last  fall  caused  a  bai}  bar 
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to  form  across  and  between  the  pier-heads.  This  was  removed  in  De- 
cember, and  no  trouble  has  since  been  experienced  from  this  cause. 

In  the  absence  of  the  usual  ice-barriers,  the  past  winter  was  a  severe 
one,  and  the  piers  suffered  damage,  but  not  to  a  great  extent.  Repairs 
will  be  made,  at  an  estimated  exi)en8e  of  $858,  before  another  winter. 

To  make  the  extension  of  the  north  pier,  as  recommended  in  my  last 
report,  the  estimate  of  $32,000,  less  $f5,000  recently  appropriated,  is 
renewed;  also,  $14,400  for  revetment  in  bend  of  river;  and  $2,000  for 
repairs.  Total,  including  contingencies  and  superintendence,  $38,000, 
for  the  fiscal  ^>ear  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $-25,346  24 

A luomit  expfuded  during  fiHcal  year  ending  June  30, 1^76 20,572  01 

Amount  available  July  1,  lc<76 4,774  23 

Amount  apiiropriatcd   by  act  ap]>roved  AugUHt  14,  l^^Te 15,  IM»0  00 

Amount  (i\stiniated^  required  for  completion  of  existing  project :{8, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  piotitably  expended  in  liscal  year  ending  Jnno  30, 1878.  38,  000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  7.) 

8.  Black  Lale  Ilarhor,  Michigan. — During  the  year  the  north  i)ier  has 
been  extended  100  feet  and  the  south  pier  50  feet.  The  depth  of  water 
is  about  the  same  as  last  year. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  the  funds  available  in  extending  the  south  pier, 
renewing  ohl  work  which  has  become  entirely  useless,  and  in  overhaul- 
ing and  refilling  of  revetment,  as  well  as  dredging  the  channel. 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  $15,000  can  be  expended  to 
advantage. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1H75 §21,494  03 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 17,212  38 

Amount  avaihible  July  1,1876 4,281  f>5 

Amount  Hp))ropriattd   by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 15,  0(H)  00 

Amount  (entimated)  required  for  completion  <if  existing  pmject 15,  0<»0  00 

Amount  that  can  be  ])n>Htably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     15,  000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  8.) 

9.  Saugattick  Harbor,  Michigan. — Work  here  in  progress  at  date  of 
last  report  was  completed  by  the  end  of  August. 

A  board  of  engineer  officers  examined  this  harbor  in  the  spring,  and 
in  consequence  of  their  re|)ort,  the  extension  of  the  north  pier  was 
abandoned,  and  available  funds  were  applied  to  replacing  the  revetment 
in  the  bend  of  the  river,  which  had  been  undermined  by  the  spring- 
freshets.    This  work  was  completed  during  the  season. 

The  $3,000  ai)i)roprijited  in  act  approved  August  14,  1876,  is  to  bo 
applied  to  the  work  of  protecting  the  existing  piers. 

Ten  thousand  dollars  is  asked  for  pier-extension  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1878. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $17,622  92 

Amount  expended  dnVing  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 17,ii60  06 

Amcmnt  available  July  1,  1876 262  86 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 3,000  00 

Amount  (eKtimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3H,  458  74 

Au'cnnt  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  9.) 

10.  So7ifh  Haven  Harbor,  Michigan, — Five  hundred  and  twenty.five 
feet  of  pile-revetment  were  added  during  the  year  on  the  north  side. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  this  fiscal  year,  (1877,)  it  was 
intended  to  continue  this  revetment  about  200  feet  farther  east  and  level 
the  pier-heads,  which  have  settled  badly. 

F.  r  the  year  1878,  it  is  desired  to  finish  the  work  of  revetting  the 
north  side,  which  will  embrace  250  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $12,000. 
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The  extension  of  both  piers  is  again  recommended. 

Amonnt  available  Jnly  1,  1875 i;l6,219  24 

AmooDt  expftnded  during;  tiscal  year  eudint;  June  30, 1876 16, 128  97 

Amoont  available  J aly  1,  1876 90  27 

AmooDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Ann;ii8t  14,  1 870 10, 000  00 

Amoont  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiuj;  project 70,000  00 

Amoaat  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  70, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  10.) 

11.  Saint  Joseph  Harbor^  Michigan. — Three  hundred  feet  extension  was 
made  to  the  north  pier,  but  the  heavy  weather  of  last  March  carried 
away  the  outer  crib,  (50  feet.) 

The  benefit  of  this  work  has  already  been  thoroughly  demonstrated. 
To  complete  the  improvements,  three  crihs,  (150  feet,)  should  be  added 
to  this  pier.  This  work,  together  with  needed  repairs,  will  involve  an 
expense  of  $16,261.71. 

Last  season,  528  feet  of  wing-dam  were  constructed  in  the  river  to 
deflect  the  current  and  deepen  the  channel  to  the  mouth  of  the  Benton 
Harbor  Canal,  to  which  was  added  this  spring  a  row  of  piles,  prolonging 
the  dam  194  feet.    The  whole  cost  was  $9,046.24. 

Foar  thousand  two  hundred  and  seven  dtdlars  and  ninety-nine  cents 
are  estimated  as  necessary  to  render  the  work  permanent,  and  $7,850.56 
are  asked  to  make  800  feet  of  revetment  above  the  dam  to  contiue  and 
utilize  the  water  from  the  Paw-Paw  Kiver. 

Total  required — 

For  the  harbor $16,201  71 

For  the  river l--i,058  55 

28, 320  26 

lesslheamonnt  ($12,000)  appropriated  in  act  approved  August  14, 1876, 
viz,  $16,320.26,  the  amount  required  for  the  year  ending  Juue  30,  1878. 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1875 §3:),  006  69 

Amount  expended  during  fincaL  year  eudiug  Juno  30,  l':<76 34, 641  29 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 3(>5  40 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  IH76 12, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completiou  of  exi»tiiig  proj«'ct 16,320  26 

Amount  that  cau  be  protitably  expended  iu  tiscal  year  ending  Juue  30,  1878.  16, 300  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  11.) 

12.  Charlevoix  Harbor^  Michigan. — To  comply  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  January  6,  1876,  directing — 

the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  to  tbe  Senate  upon  tbe  importance  of  improving  the 
btfborat  Charlevoix,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  to  transmit  a  revised  estimate  of 
the  amount  necessary  to  complete  the  same — 

Major  Mansfield   was  instructed  to  snpplx   the   required  information. 
This  was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  at  its  last  session  in  a  report  which 
was  printed  as  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  ]So.  16. 
(See  Appendix  Z  12.) 

laiABGEMENT  OP  SA.INT  MARY'S  FALLS  CANAL  AND  IMPROVEMENT 
OP  SAINT  MARY'S  RIVER — HARBORS  AND  RIVERS  ON  LAKES  HURON 
AKD  SAINT  CLAIR— SAINT  CLAIR  FLATS  CANAL,  AND  IMPROVEMENT 
OP  DETROIT  RIVBR. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  Weitzel,  Corps  oi  liliifjineiTs,  with  Gap:;.  A. 
N.  Lee,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Saint  Mary^s  Falls  Canal. — The  contract  of  Feliruary  9,  1871.  for 
deopeoiug  and  widening  the  head  of  the  canal,  has  been  completed,  as 
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ulso  the  contract  of  May  19, 1873,  for  excavating  pit  and  laying  foanda- 
tion-floor  for  the  new  locks,  and  the  contract  of  May  22, 1875,  for  con- 
structing aboat  400  feet  of  the  pier  on  the  south  side  of  and  below  the 
proix>sed  new  locks  and  the  excavation  incident  thereto. 

As  all  of  the  money  now  available  is  needed  to  make  payment  under 
existing  contracts,  the  officer  in  charge  report*  that  the  sum  of  $300,000 
will  be  required  for  this  work  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1875 ^602,996  45 

Amount  expended  during  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 205, 768  52 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 397,227  93 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 1:J0, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 570,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  300, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  A  1.) 

2.  Cheboygan  Harbor,  Michigan. — The  two  cuts  across  the  bar  were 
completed,  three  additional  cuts  were  made,  and  tlie  mouth  of  the  river 
cleared  as  far  up  as  where  the  center  line  of  the  channel  cuts  the  line  of 
the  wharves.  The  narrowest  part  df  the  new  channel  across  the  bar  is 
now  130  feet  wide. 

The  sum  of  $35,000  is  needed  for  this  work  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1878. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 ,..  $22,784  14 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 22, 521  70 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 262  44 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 000  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  35, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  AA  2.) 

3.  All  Sable  River  Harbor,  Lake  llaron,  Michigan, — Nothing  has  been 
done  on  this  work  during  the  year. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,500  is  needed  for  keeping  existing  works  in 
repair  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 ^1,657  92 

Amount  expended  during  iiHcal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 2;U  30 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 1,426  62 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 1,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juue  30, 1878..  2, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  A  A  3.) 

4.  Saginaw  River,  Michigan. — During  the  past  year  2,255  linear  feet  of 
pile  revetment  have  been  built  and  33,643  cubic  yards  of  material 
dredged  at  Carrolton  Bar.  As  it  appears  from  the  work  already  done 
at  Carrolton  Bar  that  more  extensive  works  will  be  required  and  that 
two  other  bars  lower  down  the  river  also  require  improvement,  an  esti- 
mate of  $51,000  is  submitted  by  the  oflBcer  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1878,  of  which  $12,800  is  for  the  further  improvement 
of  Carrolton  Bar,  $22,400  for  the  improvement  of  Zilwaukee  Bar,  and 
$12,000  for  New  York  Works  Bar. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $34,934  97 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 33,750  84 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 1,184  13 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 11,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  51, 900  00 

(See  Appendix  AA  4.) 

5.  Sebawaing  River,  Michigan. — A  channel  100  feet  wide  and  6  feet 
deep  was  dredged  from  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  6-foot  curve 
in  Saginaw  Bay,  a  distance  of  about  2,000  feet,  and  the  Sebawaing 
]?iver  itself  was  deepened  and  straightened  near  its  mouth. 
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This  comprised  all  the  work  that  was  to  be  done.  No  further  appro- 
priation is  required. 

AmooDt  available  Jnly  1,  1875 $8,000  00 

AmooDt  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 8,000  00 

(See  Appendix  AA  5.) 

6.  Harbor  of  Ee/uge^  LdkeHnron^  Michigan. — During  the  past  year  the 
whole  of  the  breakwater  west  of  the  opening  in  the  north  arm,  1,500 
feet  long,  has  been  completed.  The  inshore  end  of  this  extends  to  5J 
feet  of  water,  about  800  feet  from  shore.  To  the  eastward  of  the  open- 
ing, on  the  north  and  east  arm,  1,570  feet  of  breakwater  has  been  fin- 
ished, completing  altogether  3,070  feet  of  the  breakwater.  In  addition, 
4  Dev  cribs,  Go  feet  long,  are  in  place  to  form  a  continuation  of  the  east 
arm  of  the  breakwater. 

The  amount  required  for  this  work  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1878,  is  4200,000. 

Asnoant  available  Joly  1,1875 |276,667  56 

Anoont  ex|>ended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1876 179,968  82 

AmooDt  available  July  1,  1876 96,698  74 

Amooot  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angust  14, 1876 75,000  00 

AmoQDt  (Mtimated)  required  tor  completion  of  existing  project 917, 550  00 

AoooDt  that  can  l)e  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     200, 000  00 

(See  Api>endix  AA  0.) 

7.  Saint  Clair  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Eiver,  Michigan. — During 
tbe  rear,  about  67,000  cubic  yards  have  been  dredged  from  the  middle 
groQDd  by  the  contractors  under  the  appropriations  made  by  the  acts 
approved  June  23, 1874,  and  March  3,  1875.  No  further  appropriation 
18  required  for  this  work. 

Anwant  available  July  1, 1875 $20,257  73 

Aijuant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1^6 14,867  21 

Auoant  available  July  1,  1876,  including  .$:k)8.88  duo  on  contracts 5, 390  52 

(See  Appendix  AA  7.) 

8.  Junction  of  Pine  and  Saint  Clair  Rivers,  Michigan. — The  bar  at  the 
JQDctioQ  of  Tine  and  Saint  Glair  Rivers,  and  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and 
12  feet  deep,  as  far  up  Pine  River  as  the  appropriation  would  admit, 
vere  dredged.  This  completed  the  work.  No  further  appropriation  is 
required  for  this  work. 

Amoant  available  July  1, 1875 $5,000 

'  AiaooDt  ex{iended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 5, 000 

(See  Apfiendiz  AA  8.) 

9.  Saint  Clair  Flats  Ship-Canal. — The  existing  works  have  been  kept 
in  repair,  and  about  2,800  additional  willow-cuttings  have  been  planted 
on  the  piers.    No  additional  appropriation  is  required. 

Amoant  available  July  1.  1875 $15,016  22 

Anooot  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 3,H08  08 

Amoant  avaiUble  July  1,  1876 11,208  14 

(See  Appendix  AA  9.) 

10.  Imprarefnentof  Detroit  River  J  Michigan. — Nothing  has  been  done  on 
this  work  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  except  to  make  preparations  to 
receive  bids  for  work  to  the  amount  of  the  available  means. 

As  no  reply  has  been  received  from  the  Canadian  government  that  it 
Quite  with  us  in  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  at  the  Lime-kilns,  the 
officer  in  charge  was  instructed  to  limit  his  operations  during  the  present 
BttuoD  to  our  waters,  as  far  as  to  expend  the  balance  of  appropriation 
remaioiog  available. 
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The  estimate  of  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1878, 
should  Congress  see  lit  to  direct  the  continuation  ot  the  work,  is  $200,000. 
But  little  will  result  to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  unless  the  work  is 
carried  to  completion. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $21,750  93 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 304  83 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 21,446  10 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiacal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  200, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  AA  10.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOE  IMPBOVEMENT- 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  Major  Weitzel  was  instructed  to  make  the  following  : 

1.  Estimate  of  cost  to  obtain  13  feet  water  on  outer  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
Saginaw  River,  Michigan. — (See  Appendix  AA  11.) 

2.  Survey  of  Thujider  Bay  River,  Michigan. — (See  Appendix  A  A  12.) 

3.  Examination  of  Clinton  River,  from  Mount  Clmnens  to  its  mouth, 
Michigan. — (See  Appendix  AA  13.) 

4.  Examination  for  a  brealwater  off  the  mouth  of  An  Sable  River, 
Michigan. — (See  Appendix  A  A  14.) 

These  reports  were  submitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session,  and 
printed  in  H.  R.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  121. 

HARBORS    ON   LAKE   ERIE. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Blunt,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
Capt.  M.  B.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Monroe  Harbor,  Michigan. — The  work  during  the  year  has  been  con- 
fined to  dredging  on  the  shoal  near  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  in 
repairs  of  the  piers.  Eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixteen  yards 
of  sand  were  removed. 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  the  decayed  canal  re- 
vetments still  need  renewal,  and  additional  pier  repairs  will  probably  be 
necessary. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $8.7:^4  45 

Amount  expeuded  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  .30,  1876 8,693  91 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 40  54 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5,000  00 

Amount  (cHtimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11, 000  00 

A  mount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  11, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  1.) 

2.  Toledo  Harbor,  Ohio. — The  work  of  dredging  in  the  channel  has 
been  carried  on  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  the  board 
of  engineer  officers  approved  in  Januarj^  1873.  Two  hundred  and  forty- 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen  cubic  yards  of  material  have 
been  removed  by  dredging. 

To  complete  the  work  $140,000  will  be  required,  and  this  amount  is 
asked  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $^r:,514  05 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 81,333  3^ 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 4, 1^0  67 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 60,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  lor  completion  of  existing  project 140,000  00 

Amount  tbatcan  be  profitably  expeuded  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878..   140,000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  2.) 

3.  Port  Clinton  Harbor,  Ohio. — Nothing  has  been  done  here  during  the 
year,  for  want  of  funds.    The  effect  of  last  year's  experimental  construe- 
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tioD  has  been  very  satisfEictory.  The  small  sum  again  appropriated  this 
sammer  will  be  expended  mainly  in  commencing  an  east  pier  or  bulk- 
head in  continuance  of  the  suggested  plan.  Should  additional  funds 
he  granted,  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  construction  of  the  works 
iDtended  to  deepen  the  channel  by  confining  the  river  current. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 8'293  35 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30,  IriTC 277  15 

Amount  aTallable  July  1, 1«76 1«  20 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completiou  of  existing  project 112, 000  00 

Amoant  that  cau  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878 . .     20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  3.) 

4.  Sandusky  City  Harbor^  Ohio. — During^  the  year  the  cut  through  the 
onter  bar  has  been  essentially  completed.  The  quantity  of  material 
dredged  and  removed  was  89,561  cubic  yards. 

The  channel,  originally  intende<l  to  terminate  at  the  12-(oot  curve, 
should  be  continued  toward  the  town,  from  which  the  present  terminus 
is  over  a  mile  distant.  The  extension  will  cost  $50,000,  and  the  com- 
pletiou of  the  original  project  $55,000;  in  all,  for  the  amended  project, 
8105,000 ;  $55,000  is  asked  as  the  next  appropriation. 

Amonnt  available  July  1,1875 $35,02*2  04 

Amonnt  expended  dnring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 34,915  27 

Amount  avaUable  July  1,  1876 lOH  77 

AmooDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 25,  000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 105, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  liscal  year  endiug  June  30, 1878.  55, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  4.) 

5.  Huron  Harbor^  Ohio. — The  greater  part  of  the  ap|)ropriation  of 
$1,000  made  by  act  of  March  3,  1875,  with  a  small  balance  of  a  preced- 
ing appropriation,  was  expended  during  the  latter  part  of  the  season 
of  1875  in  minor  repairs  of  the  west  pier. 

The  harbor  is  in  good  condition  and  no  further  appropriation  is  asked 
for,  the  balance  on  hand  being  probably  sufiicient  for  small  repairs  that 
may  be  needed  during  thQ  coming  year. 

Amount  avanable  July  1,  1875 $1,816  45 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  vear  euding  June  30,  1876 1, 6*27  28 

Amoant  available  J nly  1,  1876/ 189  17 

(See  Appendix  BB  5.) 

6.  Vermillion  Harbor^  Ohio. — The  appropriation  of  $10,000  by  act  of 
March  3,  1875,  was  expended  in  the  fall  of  that  year  in  widening  and 
deepening  the  channel.  To  complete  this  and  malce  some  further  pier- 
repairs,  an  estimate  of  $9,000  is  made. 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1875 $10,000  00 

Amoant  expende4l  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 9,874  55 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1876 125  45 

Amoaot  appropriated  bj'  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

Amonnt  (e.stiinat«d)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 9, 000  00 

Amoant  that  ran  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  9, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  G.) 

7.  Blacli  River  Harbor j  Ohio. — The  extension  of  the  east  pier,  in  prog- 
ress at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  has  been  completed.  Both 
piers  have  now  reached  their  proposed  lake  terminus.  The  channel- 
dredging  reported  necessary  last  year  has  been  done.  Injuries  to  both 
piereand  to  the  shoreline  were  caused  by  a  severe  gale  in  May,  1870. 
The  balance  on  hand  was  sufficient  to  thoroughly  repair  the  west,  or 
lighthouse  pier.  The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  complete  these  repairs  and  protect  the  shore-line. 
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Amoant  available  July  1, 1875 $15,704  84 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 15,648  43 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 r)6  41 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 6, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  7.) 

8.  Rocky  River  Harbor,  Ohio. — The  pier,  previously  648  feet  long,  has 
been  extended  180  feet  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  channel  has 
also  been  deepened  by  the  removal  of  31,820  cubic  yards  of  material. 

No  additional  appropriation  is  required. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $15,000  00 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 15, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  8.) 

9.  Cleveland  Harbor^  Ohio, — The  construction  of  the  new  breakwater 
for  this  harbor,  (estimated  to  cost  $1,800,000,)  for  the  commencement  of 
which  $50,000  was  appropriated  March  3,  1875,  was  begun  last  winter. 
Up  to  June  30,  333  running  feet  of  the  shore  end  was  completed.  The 
work  is  still  in  progress,  the  contract  expiring  November  30,  1876. 

For  further  continuance  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  is  asked. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 8r>8,426  98 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 25, 000  72 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  §971.60  due  on  contracts 33, 426  26 


Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1S76 50,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1,700,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1678.      200,000  00 


(See  Appendix  BB  9.) 

10.  Grand  River  Harbor^  Fairport,  Ohio, — The  west  pier  was  extended 
136  feet  last  year,  and  for  the  present  no  further  extension  of  either  pier 
is  proposed.  The  east  pier  is  now  104  feet  shorter  than  the  west,  and 
it  may  be  found  necessary  to  make  the  two  of  equal  length. 

Kepairs  of  the  inner  portion  of  the  old  west  pier  will  be  made  with 
the  appropriation  of  August  14,  1876. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $13,144  84 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 10,723  41 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 2,421  43 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1.S76 5,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.       3, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  10.) 

11.  Ashtabula  Harbor^  Ohio, — The  300  feet  of  west  pier  extension  re- 
ported in  progress  last  year,  has  been  completed.  The  channel  has 
been  widened  to  100  feet  and  deepened  to  14  feet,  by  blasting  and  dredg- 
ing.   A  survey  to  ascertain  its  exact  present  condition  is  in  progress. 

The  west  pier  extension  will  be  continued  with  the  appropriation  of 
August  14, 1876.  The  possible  necessity  of  extending  the  east  pier  is 
anticipated. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $37,972  86 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 23,349  01 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  1^907.38  due  on  contracts 14, 62:i  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.     15. 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  11.) 

12.  Conneaui  Harbor,  Ohio, — Some  minor  repairs  of  piers  were  made 
during  the  year,  and  the  harbor  is  now  in  good  condition. 

No  appropriation  is  asked  for. 

Amount  available  July  X,  1875 f;l,2:W  45 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 1, 165  00 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 68  45 

(See  Appendix  BB  12.) 
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13.  Erie  Harbor^  Pennsylvania. — Dredging  in  the  channel  and  at  the 
month  of  the  harbor  was  continued  during  the  fiscal  year.  Additions 
to  the  north  pier  have  been  made,  and  the  inside  of  the  north  spit  has 
been  partially  protected  by  rebuilding  the  superstructure  of  part  of  the 
old  narrow  inner  breakwater.  An  addition  of  3,056  feet  has  been  made 
to  the  riprapped  fence  like  protection  of  the  peninsula-beach,  the  total 
length  being  now  4,536  feet. 

A  greater  expenditure  will  be  required  at  Erie  than  was  anticipated 
at  the  date  of  last  year's  report,  which  is  mainly  owing  to  the  uncertain 
amount  of  beach-protection  required,  and  is  explained  in  the  report  of 
the  officer  in  charge.  The  amount  he  estimates,  in  addition  to  that  now 
available,  is  $56,000. 

Amount  available  Jnly  1,1875 $67,338  68 

AmooDt  expended  dnriDg  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 42, 327  62 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 25,011  06 

AmoDDt  appropriatiHl  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 40, 000  00 

AmoQot  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 56, 000  00 

Arnoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1678.     56, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB 13.) 

U.  Dunkirk  Harbor^  New  York, — The  work  done  during  the  year  has 
been: 

Ist.  The  bailding  of  120  feet  of  breakwater  superstructure  left  un- 
tiDished  last  year,  and  the  entire  completion  of  210  feet  new  work,  em- 
bracing  7  cribs.    The  breakwater  is  now  828  feet  long. 

2d.  The  removal  of  4,465  cubic  yards  of  material,  mostly  rock,  from 
the  channel. 

The  channel  will  be  completed  with  the  balance  of  last  year's  appro- 
priation now  on  hand. 

With  the  appropriation  of  818,000,  of  August  14, 1876,  the  breakwater 
vill  be  continued  eastwardly.  For  continuing  this  extension  an  appro- 
priation of  $40,000  is  asked. 

AmooDt  available  July  1,  1875 $34,099  01 

Anoont  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 21,548  27 

AmoantaTailable  Julyl,l?^6 12,550  74 

Aaooot  appropriated'by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 18,000  00 

ioKHiDt  (ei>tiniat4Ml)  requireil  for  completion  of  existing  project 102,000  00 

Amooat  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1878.     40, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  14.) 

15.  Buffalo  Harbor^  New  York, — The  results  of  last  year's  expenditure 
bavebeen  as  follows:  E|ctension  of  the  completed  breakwater  200  feet, 
if^Hir  cribs,)  and  the  sinking  and  filling  of  a  fifth  crib,  (50  feet ; )  addition 
0(220  feet  to  the  pile-pier,  forming  the  south  end  of  the  harbor ;  removal 
of  about  10,000  cubic  yards  of  sand,  &c.,  from  the  shoal  outside  the 
sonth  pier. 

With  the  next  appropriation  the  extension  of  the  main  breakwater 
^11  be  continued. 

Reports  (accidentally  omitted  in  my  last  annual  report)  from  a  board 
of  engineer  ofiicers  assembled  at  Butialo  in  1874,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion and  report  upon  the  project  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  Buflt'ala 
Harbor,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  B  B  16. 

Aawunt  available  July  1,1875 807,433  02 

AmiHint  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187G 1)7,  423  58 

AncHiBl  available  July  1, 1H76 10  04 

Aaoiint  appropriated* by  act  approved  August  14,  1»76 85,000  00 

Anunuit  (entimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1,815,000  00 

AiDoiiBt  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  ycaneniling  June  30, 187??.  200, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  15.)  ^  , 
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HARBORS  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  THE   RIVER  SAINT  LAWRENCE. 

Officers  in  charge,  Maj.  John  M.  Wilson,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to 
December  1,  1875,  since  which  time  Maj.  Walter  McFarlaud,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

1.  Wilson  Harbor^  New  York, — During  the  year  the  west  pier  has 
been  extended  GO  feet,  the  east  pier  30  feet,  and  the  channel  between 
them  has  been  deepened  to  12  feet  at  ordinary  low  water,  over  a  length 
of  800  feet  and  width  ot  200  feet. 

The  improvement  in  progress  at  this  harbor  is  the  extension  of  the 
piers  to  12  feet  water  in  the  lake,  and  the  dredging  of  a  channel  1,800 
feet  long  to  the  deep  water  of  Twelve-Mile  Creek. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $9,886  17 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  20,  187G 9,719  53 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 166  64 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1H76 10,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 70,000  00 

Amount  than  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juue  30, 1878.  20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  CC  1.) 

2.  Olcoit  Harbor^  Nexc  Yorlc. — The  work  in  this  harbor  has  been  con- 
fined to  widening  the  channel  previonsly  excavated  between  the  piers, 
and  to  making  a  cnt  into  the  deep  water  of  the  creek ;  besides  protect- 
ing the  outer  angles  of  the  piers  which  had  been  damaged  by  the  ice 
during  the  winter. 

Of  the  $118,000  originally  estimated  as  the  cost  of  improving  the  har- 
bor, $115,000  have  already  been  appropriated,  but  to  complete  the  pro- 
ject, $10,000  njore  are  required. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $9,967  15 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 6, 482  95 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $3,193.89  due  on  contracts 3,484  20 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  CC  2.) 

3.  Oak  Orchard  Harbor^  Neio  York. — The  small  balance  available  for 
this  harbor,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  was  applied  to  the 
removal  of  sandstone  rock  from  the  channel,  about  200  cubic  yards  of 
which  were  blasted  and  dredged  out. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $5,131  30 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4,896  66 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 234  64 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 2, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  4, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  CC  3.) 

Charlotte  Harbor,  New  York. — Operations  at  this  harbor  during  the 
year  have  been  confined  to  the  repair  of  the  decayed  and  damaged  piers, 
and  of  the  lighthouse  walk  whicli  passes  from  the  shore  end  of  the  west 
pier  to  its  lake-end. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 t!4,96l  75 

Amount  expended  during  fis<cal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4, 363  89 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 597  86 

(See  Appendix  CC  4.) 

5.  PultneyvUle  Harbor,  New  ror/c,— The  superstructure  was  built  over 
120  feet  of  cribs  sunk  last  year,  and  the  channel  was  widened  to  130 
feet  Hiid  deepened  to  10  feet,  average;  and  a  cut  was  made  from  the 
channel  to  the  deep  water  of  the  creek.    In  accordance  with  estimates 
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previoasly  given,  it  will  require  an  additional  sum  of  $18,000  to  carry 
oat  the  proposed  improvement. 

Amonnt  avaUable  Jnly  1, 1875 ^9,846  18 

AmoQDt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 9, 719  62 

Amonnt  available  Jnly  1,1876 126  56 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 3, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 18, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  18, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  CO  5.) 

6.  Great  SiSdus  Harbor^  Kew  Yorfe.-^Work  at  this  harbor  during  the 
year  was  confined  to  the  repair  of  the  old  damaged  pier-work,  and  to 
the  construction  of  a  sand-catcher  at  the  inner  end  of  the  west  pier,  to 
prevent  sand  from  blowing  into  the  channel. 

To  complete  the  repairs  and  to  dredge  the  channel  as  originally  pro- 
posed, will  require  an  additional  appropriation  of  110,000. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 |10,057  97 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 7, 836  85 

Amonnt  available  July  1,1876 *. 2,221  12 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  lor  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  CO  6.) 

7.  lAtile  Sodus  Barhor^  New  York. — The  east  breakwater  was  extended 
660  feet,  and  795  feet  of  superstructure  were  built  over  these  CGO  feet 
of  cribs,  and  over  135  feet  of  cribs  sunk  last  year. 

The  original  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  according 
to  the  plan  now  in  course  of  execution,  was  $176,000,  of  which  nearly 
$164,000  have  been  already  appropriated.    Yet  required,  $12,000. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 |12,r>53  28 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 11, 263  32 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1876 1,289  96 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 12, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  12, 000  00 

(bee  Appendix  GO  7.)j 

8.  Ostcego  Harbor^  New  York, — ^The  crib-work  of  the  new  breakwater 
was  extended  445  feet,  making  the  total  length  so  far  3,692  feet.  The 
saperstructure  was  built  completely  over  470  feet,  and  was  completed 
over  a  length  of  300  feet,  which  had  been  partly  built  the  preceding 
year.  "Two  breaches  in  the  new  breakwater,  and  other  damages  to  it 
and  to  the  old  pier  caused  by  the  winter-storms,  were  repaired. 

The  total  length  of  completed  superstructure  is  now  3,482  feet,  leav- 
ing 210  feet  of  the  length  of  the  cribs  upon  which  the  superstructure  is 
not  yet  laid- 

The  breakwater  is  designed  to  be,  when  finished,  5,800  feet  long. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $64,685  39 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 55, 626  90 

Amountavailable  July  1,1876 9,058  49 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 90, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 557,000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  300, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  CO  8.)  / 

9.  Ogdensburgh  Harbor^  New  York. — The  work  here  during  the  year 
consists  entirely  of  dredging  in  channels  already  formed,  in  order  to 
deepen  and  widen  them.  Twenty-four  thousand  cubic  yards  of  material 
were  removed. 

The  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  plan  adopted  for  the  improve- 
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ment  of  this  harbor  was  $175,000,  of  which  $107,000  has  been  appropri- 
ated and  expended. 

The  amount  needed  to  complete  the  work  as  proposed  is  $70,000;  bat 
as  this  was  to  be  applied  to  a  pile-protection  to  the  channel,  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  which  is  not  yet  made  certain,  this  estimate  may  be 
omitted  for  the  present. 

Amount  available  Jaly  1, 1875 $4,924  38 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4, 865  28 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 59  10 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  the  completion  of  existing  project..". 70,000  00 

(See  Appendix  00  9.) 

10.  Waddington  Harbor,  New  Yorlc. — Work  here  was  confined  to  tbe 
formation  of  a  new  channel  from  the  old  channel  to  the  dam,  the  width 
being  about  100  feet  and  the  depth  limited  by  the  rock  substratum,  va- 
rying from  3J  to  9  feet. 

The  amount  originally  estimated  as  necessary  for  this  improvemcDt 
has  been  appropriated  and  expended^ and  no  further  appropriation  is 
asked  for. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $5,016  83 

Amount  expended  during  fi.scal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4,974  11 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 42  72 

(See  Appendix  00  10.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOB  IMPROVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  Major  Wilson,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  was  charged  with,  and  com- 
pleted before  his  transfer  from  the  charge  of  the  harbor  works  on  Lake 
Ontario,  the  survey  of  the  mouth  of  Sandy  Creel;  Netc  York,  (see  Ap- 
'pendix  0  0  11,)  and  also  an  examination  for  tJie  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  practicability  and  cost  of  constructing  a  canal  and  locks  around  the 
rapids  in  the  Saint  Lawrence  River,  at  Waddington  New  York,  (See  Ap- 
pendix 0  0  12.)  His  reports  upon  the  above  were  transmitted  to  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session,  and  printed  in  II.  K.  Ex.  Doc.  No.  92. 

PACIFIC    COAST. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  OAKLAND  HARBOR— CONSTRUCT  EON  OF  BREAKWATER 
AT  WILMINGTON— REMOVAL  OF  RINCON  ROCK,  SAN  FRANCISCO  HAK- 
BOR,   AND    IMPROVEMENT  QF  SACRAMBNTO    AND   FEATHER   RIVERS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  IT.  Meudell,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  Lieut. 
0.  B.  Sears,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders  to  Septem- 
ber 3, 1875. 

1.  Improvement  of  Oakland  Harbor,  California, — The  north  training- 
wall  is  extended  for  a  distance  of  9,400  feet,  and  the  south  wall  for  a 
distance  of  10,807  feet.  Where  the  walls  are  exposed  to  the  heavy  waves, 
the  height  above  low  water  is  now  about  2J  feet.  In  positions  of  little 
exposure,  the  height  is  about  4  feet.  Ninety-four  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  tons  of  stone  were  deposited  on  these  walls  during  tbe 
year,  of  which  40,200  were  delivered  under  contract  and  54,298  by  a  tem- 
porary arrangement.  The  price  in  each  case  was  the  same,  namely,  81.10 
per  ton  of  2,240  pounds. 

Twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  fiftj^-one  yards  of  dredging  were 
excavated,  at  a  cost  of  24  cents  a  yard. 

The  south  crib  was  removed  under  contract  for  the. sum  of  $3,000. 
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A  careful  trigonometric  and  bydrograpbic  survey  of  tbe  estuary  was 
made  for  future  reference  and  in  order  to  establisb  tbe  lines  of  tbe  barbor- 
fiont. 

A  survey  and  map  were  made  of  lands  to  be  condemned  for  tbe  tidal 
canal  to  connect  San  Antonio  and  San  Leandro  estuaries.  Tbe  trial  for 
eondemnation  is  soon  to  take  place. 

The  operations  of  tbe  coming  year  will  consist  in  dredging,  for  wbicb 
a  contract  bas  been  made,  and  in  continuing  tbe  training- walls. 

Amount  available  July  1,1^5 §179, 135  67 

Amoaut  exi»eucled  during  dscal  year  eudiug  Jane  30,  1676 131,978  17 

Aiuoatit  available  July  1,  lc^76 47, 157  50 

Amoant  appropriated  i)y  act  approved  August  14,  lf?76 45, 000  00 

Amoaut  (estimated)  required  for  couipletiou  of  existing  project 1, 614, 529  20 

Amount  that  cau  be  profitably  expeuded  iu  fiscal  year  euciug  June  30,  l--f78.      250, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  DD  1.) 

Improvement  of  Wilmington  Harbor,  California. — Daring  tbe  year  tbe 
contractor  bas  excavated  from  tbe  channel  6,467  yards  of  stone,  3,557 
yards  of  clay,  and  11,864  yards  of  sand.  The  dredging-operations  were 
saspended  from  December  to  March  15.  The  exposure  is  so  great  in 
the  winter,  that  work  of  this  kind  cannot  be  carried  on  successfully. 

Most  of  the  stone  and  clay  was  used  in  tbe  extension  of  dike  No.  2, 
which  was  extended  280  feet  to  make  a  part  of  a  training- wall,  intended 
to  bonnd  tbe  channel  on  tbe  west. 

Thirty-six  hundred  and  ten  tons  of  stone  were  used  during  tbe  year 
for  covering  the  timber-work  and  in  filling  short  cribs  of  timber  placed 
along  the  line  to  collect  tbe  sand. 

The  condition  of  tbe  channel  improves  slowly  but  steadily.  There  is 
now  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low  water  throughout  tbe  length  of  the 
entrance,  except  for  a  distance  of  about  150  feet,  over  which  interval  the 
depth  is  a  small  fraction  of  a  foot  less.  The  channel  widens  and 
straightens  under  the  action  of  its  own  natural  causes.  The  sand  col- 
lects slowly  on  the  inside  of  tbe  work,  but  each  year  shows  a  decided , 
improvement. 

The  operations  of  the  coming  year  will  be,  as  far  as  funds  available 
will  admit,  dredging  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  14  feet  deep  through 
the  reef,  in  the  construction  of  tbe  training- wall  before  mentioned,  and 
in  raising  the  stone  portion  of  the  main  jetty  next  Deadman's  Island  to 
the  height  of  spring-tides.  r!l^ 

Two  hydrographic  surveys  were  made  in  the  past  year;  in  addition, 
the  lower  part  of  the  estuary  was  surveyed  trigonometrically. 

AjDooDt  available  July  1, 1875 $82,066  24 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 41, 798  09 

Amoant  avaiiable  Jnly  1, 1876,  including  $4,016.55  due  on  contracts 40, 268  15 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 100, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  Juue  30, 1878 .  100, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  DD  2.) 

3.  Improvmnentof  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California. — Removal  of  Bin- 
con  JBocfe.--No  work  was  done  in  the  removal  of  Rincon  Rock  from  June, 
1875,  to  May,  1876,  since  which  one  of  tbe  sureties  of  the  contractor  bas 
been  as  steadily  at  work  as  tbe  proximity  of  wharves  and  shipping  will 
safely  permit.  At  tbe  date  of  the  last  report  it  was  estimated  that  about 
516  yards  remained  to  be  removed.    No  survey  has  since  been  made. 

The  explanation  of  the  long  suspension  of  tbe  work  is  that  the  con- 
txactor  was  enjoined  by  a  State  court,  at  the  suit  of  a  creditor,  from 
receiving  any  payments  from  the  United  States,  and  without  such  pay- 
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ments  he  was  unable  to  carry  on  tbe  work.    The  work  will  be  completed 
in  the  course  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 §24,572  69 

A mouDt  expended  dnriug  liscaL  year  ending;  June  30,  1876 192  42 

Amount  available  July  f,  187«,  including  $20,657.21  due  on  contracts 24,3dO  27 

(See  Appendix  DD  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Sacramento  and  Feather  Rivers,  California. — One 
hundred  and  eighty  snags  were  removed  from  the  Sacramento  River, 
between  Grimes  Landing  and  Walsh's  Landing,  a  distance  of  115  miles. 

On  the  Feather  River  1,820  linear  feet  of  brush-dams  were  built,  dis- 
tributed between  3  shoal  places,  namely:  Marysville  Rapids,  Suttee 
Ranch,  and  Whisky  Chute.  Twenty  four  snags  were  removed  from 
the  Feather  River. 

The  efifect  on  the  Sacramento  River  was  to  give  an  available  channel 
of  3^  feet  depth  as  high  as  Jacinto,  and  2^  to  Walsh's  Landing.  This 
improvement  was  of  great  value  to  the  farmers  along  the  river,  who 
send  by  this  route  large  agricultural  products. 

The  Feather  River  was  also  improved  so  that  the  boat  to  Marysville 
was  able  to  pass  the  shoalest  places  easily.. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 fil4,9fS  66 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 14, 722  78 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 259  36 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .    20, 000  Oo 

(See  Appendix  DD  4.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  HARBOR  OP  SAN  DIEGO,  CALIFORNIA. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Lieut  Col.  C.  S.  Stewart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
Lieut.  J.  n.  Weeden,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  San  Diego  Harbor^  California, — During  the  fiscal  year  a  project  for 
this  work  was  formed  by  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  new  survey, 
maps,  descriptions  of  land,  &c.,  required  for  procuring  the  right  of  way 
were  then  made,  and  proceedings  instituted  in  the  proper  court,  by  the 
United  States  attorney  for  California,  for  condemnation  of  the  land 
needed  for  public  use.  As  the  result,  on  May  29, 1876,  the  title  to  the 
land  was  vested  in  the  United  States.  Contracts  having  in  the  mean- 
time been  made  for  earth  and  stone  work,  under  them  ground  was 
broken  on  June  5. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  a  portion  of  the  channel  had  been  exca- 
vated in  part,  and  corresponding  embankment  of  the  levee  made  for  a 
length  of  890  feet  from  its  western  terminus,  and  350  feet  of  levee  built 
from  the  eastern  end ;  the  latter  length  had  also  been  faeed  with  stone. 

Total  earth  excavated  and  put  in  place  under  the  contract,  4,365  cubic 
■yards.    Total  stone  in  place,  434  cubic  yards. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $78,330  74 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4, 185  7:2 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 74,145  02 

(See  Appendix  EE  1.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIYERS  IN  OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

OflBcers  in  charge,  Maj.  N.  Michler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  December 
28, 1875,  since  which  time  Mjy.  John  M.  Wilson,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  Lower  Willamette  and  Columbia  Rivers. — Opera- 
tions during  the  fiscal  year  have  consisted  of  dredging  at  Post-office  Bar 
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and  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  Willamette,  and  at  Saint  Helen's  bar,  in 
the  Colnmbia  Eiver.  Snrvejs  have  been  made  of  these  varions  bars,  of 
the  shore-line  at  Sand  Island,  and  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Go- 
lambia. 

Extensive  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  United  States  dredge  and 
scows. 

DoriDg  the  present  season  it  is  proposed,  whenever  the  freshet  will 
admit,  to  continue  dredging  the  bars  at  Swan  Island,  Post-office,  mouth 
of  the  Willamette,  and  at  Saint  Helen's,  in  the  Columbia,  and  to  make 
new  surveys  of  those  bars.    An  additional  dredge  is  required. 

The  proposed  project  of  the  officer  now  in  charge  for  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  Willamette  and  Colnmbia  Eivers  from  Portland  to 
the  sea  (see  Appendix  F  F  10)  has  been  referred  to  the  Board  of  Engi- 
neers for  the  Pacific  Coast  for  opinion  thereon. 

Amouot  aTulable  Jaly  1,  ld75 $26,625  74 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jone  30, 1876 17, 5:^  50 

Amoant  avaUable  July  1, 1876 9, 093  24 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  tor  completion  of  proposed  project 328,526  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.  150, 000  00 

(See  Appendixes  FP 1  atid  FF  10.) 

2.  Improvement  of  the  Upper  Willamette  Biver^  Oregon. — Operations 
during  the  fiscal  year  have  consisted  of  the  removal  of  snags,  stumps, 
rocks,  &c.y  the  construction  of  wing-dams,  and  the  survey  of  portions  of 
the  river. 

The  United  States  snag-boat  has  removed  707  snags,  stumps,  &c., 
and  12^  yards  of  rock ;  wing-dams  have  been  constructed  at  Union  and 
Lone  Tree  bars,  aggregating  1,530  feet  in  length.  Surveys  have  been 
made  from  Eugene  City  to  Ingram's  Bend,  from  Albany  to  Salem,  and 
of  various  bars  between  Salem  and  Oregon  City,  aggregating  in  all  a 
distance  of  60  miles. 

Daring  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  operations  with 
the  snag-boat,  to  construct  about  3,100  feet  of  wing-dam,  to  elevate  75 
CDbic  yards  of  rock,  and  to  make  a  survey  of  the  river  from  Salem  to 
Portland. 

Amount  available  Joly  1,  1875 8*25,000  00 

Amonnt  expended  diiriDg  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 16. 961  75 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1876,  incladiug  $275.40  dne  on  contracts.  8, 0;i8  25 

AmooDt  appropTiaf«d  by  act  approved  Augnat  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project.. .  Project  incomplete. 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1878 45,000  00 

(See  Appendixes  FF  2  and  FF  11.) 

3.  Improvement  of  the  Upper  Columbia  and  SnaJce  Eivers,  Oregon, 
WashingtoHj  and  IdaJio. — Operations  during^  the  winter  season  of  the 
fiscal  year,  the  only  time  work  can  be  carried  on,  have  been  in  progress 
at  Homly  and  Upper  Umatilla  Rapids,  118.36  cubic  yards  of  rock  hav- 
ing been  removed  from  the  former,  and  367.49  cubic  yards  from  the 
latter,  the  channel  in  both  places  having  been  greatly  improved. 

Daring  the  working  season  of  the  present  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to 
continue  the  excavation  of  dangerous  rocks  from  the  channel  at  Uma- 
tilla, Bock  Creek,  Owyhee,  and  Squally  Hook  Rapids,  in  the  Columbia 
Biver,  and  from  Pine-Tree  Rapid,  in  the  Snake  River. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $35,644  51 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  3'ear  ending  June  30,  1876 19, 637  41 

Amount  available  Jul.v  1, 1876,  ioclnding  $2,291.90  due  on  contracts.  16, 007  10 
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Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 815, 000  00 

AmouDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project...  Project  incomplete. 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,187S 30,000  00 

(See  Appendixes  FF  3  and  FF  12.) 

4.  Improvement  of  the  Umpqtia  River,  Oregon.— ^o  additional  work 
bas  been  accomplished  on  this  river  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  no  fur- 
ther work  is  proposed. 

There  is  a  balance  of  $4,685.89  remaining  from  the  appropriation  of 
March  3,  1871. 

EXAMINATIONS  AND    SURVEYS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

Major  Michler  was  charged  with  and  submitted  to  this  office  reports 
upon  the  following,  for  which  provision  was  made  in  the  river  and  har- 
bor act  of  March  3,  1875 : 

1.  At  mouth  of  Nelutlem  River,  Oregon, — (See  Appendix  F  F  6.) 

2.  Puyallup  River,  from  tJie  coal-mines  to  its  mouthy  Washington  Terri- 
tory.—{SeQ  Appendix  FF  7.) 

3.  For  canal  to  connect  Shoalwater  Bay  icith  the  Columbia  River. — (See 
Appendix  FF  8.) 

4.  Alsea  River  and  Bar,  Oregon, — (See  Appendix  FF  9.) 

Major  Wilson  has  also,  under  instructions  from  this  office,  submitted 
reports  upon  the  Puyallup  River  and  the  canal  route  from  Shoalwater 
Bay  to  Columbia  River.    (See  Appendixes  FF  13,  and  FF  14.) 

IMPROVEMENT    AND    CARE    OF    PUBLIC    BUILDINGS    AND 
GROUNDS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA— WASHINGTON 
'   AQUEDUCT. 

Officer  in  charge,  Ool.  O.  E.  Babcock,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  condition  of  the  public  reservations  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  of  the  aqueduct  for  supplying  the  cities  of  Washington  and  G-eorge- 
town  with  water,  and  the  character  of  the  improvements  made  on  them 
during  the  fiscal  year,  will  be  found  in  the  detailed  report  of  the  ofiicer 
in  charge. 

The  estimates  of  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1878,  as  revised  in  this  office,  are  as  follows: 

For  improvement  and  care  of  public  buildings  and  grounds $229, 050 

For  compensation  to  persons  employed  on  and  around  public  buildings  and 

grounds 46,980 

For  contingent  and  incidental  expenses 2,000 

278, 030 
For  the  Washington  Aqueduct 349,500 

(See  Appendix  GG.) 

SURVEYS  AND  EXAMINATIONS  WITH  A  VIEW  TO  THE  IM- 
PROVEMENT OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS. 

For  examinations  and  surveys  of  rivers  and  harbors  and  for  incidental 
repairs  of  harbors,  for  which  there  is  no  special  appropriation,  an  appro- 
priation of  $160,000  should  be  made. 

SURVEY  OF  NORTHERN  AND  NORTHWESTERN  LAKES. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  C.  B.  Comstock,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  has 
under  his  immediate  orders  the  following  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Eugi- 
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neers:  Gapt.  H.  M.  Adams,  First  Lieats.  D.  W.  Lock  wood,  G.  F. 
Powell,  P.  M,  Price,  and  Second  Lieut.  T.  N.  Bailey;  and  the  fol- 
lowing principal  assistants  engineers :  O.  B.  Wheeler,  E.  S.  Wheeler,  6. 
Y.  Wisner,  A.  R.  Flint,  G.  A.  Marr,  J.  R.  Mayer,  A.  G.  Lamson,  F.  M. 
Towar,  R,  S.  Woodward,  T.  W.  Wright,  Frederick  Terry,  and  Thomas 
Bossell. 

Progress  of  the  worlc  during  the  year. — The  triangulation,  topography, 
and  hydrography  of  Lake  Ontario  have  been  carried  from  Olcott  west 
to  the  Welland  Ganal,  completing  the  field- work. 

The  survey  of  the  Niagara  River  has  been  completed. 

On  Lake  Erie,  the  triangalation  has  been  carried  west  to  Westfield. 
The  topography  and  hydrography  have  been  carried  on  the  north  shore, 
west,  to  the  Welland  Ganal,  and  on  the  south  shore,  west,  to  Ashtabula. 

Stations  have  been  erected  east  from  Michigan  Gity  as  far  as  Mongo, 
for  connecting  the  triangulations  of  Lakes  Michigan  and  Erie. 

Lines  of  levels  have  been  run  from  Albany  to  Oswego  and  from  Port 
Dalhoosie  to  Port  Gol  borne. 

Determinations  of  latitude  and  longitude  have  been  made  at  10 
points  in  aid  of  State  surveys. 

A  chart  of  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan,  charts  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5  of  the 
Saint  Lawrence  River,  and  a  chart  of  Sand  Beach  Harbor  of  Refuge, 
Lake  Huron,  have  been  completed  during  the  year. 

Daring  the  coming  year,  should  the  appropriation  be  only  $100,000 
for  both  the  lakes  and  the  Mississippi  River,  it  is  hoped  to  carry  the 
work  on  Lake  Erie  west  to  the  vicinity  of  Sandusky,  and  to  read  the 
angles  at  the  stations  already  erected  east  of  Michigan  Gity. 

During  the  last  and  the  preceding  fiscal  years  there  have  been  re- 
ceived at  the  War  Department,  through  the  Department  of  State,  a 
series  of  papers  containing  much  valuable  information  respecting  the 
methods  adopted  by  the  military  establishments  of  various  European 
gOTemments  in  carrying  on  their  great  national  surveys.  These  papers 
have  been  sent  from  time  to  time  to  Major  Gomstock,  (at  whose  request 
tbey  were  obtained,)  who  has  had  them  translated.  He  has  also  com- 
piled extracts  of  these  papers,  whicB  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  useful  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  public  surveys  of  the  United  States. 

Amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  1875-76 §137, 571  13 

Amoant  aTailable  for  fiscal  year  l?*76-77 100, 000  00 

Amoont  reqnired  for  sarvey  of  northern  and  northwestern  lakes  and  Mis- 
sissippi Kiver,  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  namely,  for  continu- 
ing sarvey  of  Lake  Erie,  for  determination  of  points  in  aid  of  State 
surveys  and  constraction  of  maps,  for  continnation  of  triangalation 
Muth  from  Chicago  and  east  to  connect  with  Lake  Erie,  for  the  survey  ^ 

of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  miscellaneous 212, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  HH.) 

MILITARY,  GEOGRAPHICAL,  AND   LAKE-SURVEY   MAPS. 

The  preparation  and  engraving  of  the  sheets  to  exhibit  the  positions 
of  the  troops  of  the  opposing  armies  on  the  Ist,  2d,  and  3d  of  July, 
1863,  at  Gettysburg,  is  nearly  complete,  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  dis- 
tribution. It  iitas  expected  to  have  them  ready  during  the  fiscal  year 
jwt  closed,  but  the  work  had  to  be  deferred  to  keep  open  the  opportu- 
nity to  add  valuable  information  whose  sources  have  only  recently  been 
reached. 

In  this  ofBce : 

Of  the  series  of  Atlanta  campaign  maps,  sheets  1  and  3  have  been 
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completed  and  printed,  aud  on  sheets  2  and  5  considerable  progress  has 
been  made. 

The  map  of  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  on  a  scale  of  2  inches  to  the 
mile,  has  been  completed  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  photolithog- 
rapher. 

The  map  of  the  battle-field  of  Chickamauga  still  remains  in  an  nnfin- 
ished  state,  proofs  having  been  submitted  to  the  officers  commanding 
divisions  and  brigades  for  their  examination  and  correction. 

A  map  of  the  marches  of  the  forces  under  command  of  General  Sher- 
man in  1863,-'64,-'65;  also,  maps  of  the  battle-fields  of  Franklin,  Tea- 
nessee,  and  South  Mountain,  Maryland,  have  been  reproduced  by  pho- 
tolithography to  replace  the  editions  of  these  maps  which  were  acci- 
dentally destroyed  by  fire  in  this  office  in  February,  1875. 

The  following  maps,  illustrating  the  operations  of  the.  late  war,  have 
been  photolithographed  and  priited : 

Map  of  battle  of  Roanoke  Island. 

Map  of  battle  of  Drainsville. 

Map  of  the  operations  of  the  Array  of  Virginia  under  General  Pope. 

Plan  of  Fort  Donaldson  aud  outworks. 

Map  of  the  country  between  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson. 

Plan  of  Fort  Henry. 

Map  of  Port  Hudson  and  vicinity. 

Map  of  the  siege  operation  at  Spanish  Fort,  Mobile  Bay. 

Map  of  the  country  between  Milikeu's  Bend  aud  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas. 

Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Big  Black  River  Bridge,  Mississippi. 

Map  of  the  battle-field  of  luka,  Mississippi. 

Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Island  No.  10  and  New  Madrid. 

Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Belmont,  Missouri. 

Maj)  of  the  battle-field  of  Carnifex  Ferry,  Virginia. 

A  map  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mississippi 
Biver,  on  a  scale  of  1:500,000,  has  been  commenced. 

The  military  map  of  the  United  States,  published  by  this  Department, 
has  been  revised  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  engraver. 

A  large  map  of  the  United  States,  on  a  scale  of  1  inch  to  16  miles, 
has  been  prepared  aud  forwarded  to  the  Centennial  Exposition,  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

Thirty-two  maps  illustrating  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Mississippi 
Kiver  from  Cairo  to  New  Orleans  have  been  photolithographed  aud 
printed. 

Sheets  1  and  3,  Department  of  Arizona,  by  Lieut.  J.  C.  Mallery,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  have  been  photolithographed  and  printed. 

Sheet  'So.  3  of  the  map  of  the  Western  Territory,  by  Maj.  G.  L.  Gil- 
lespie, has  been  photolithographed  and  printed. 

A  map  showing  the  lines  of  communication  in  Southern  Colorado  and 
New  Mexico,  by  Lieut.  E.  H.  Kuffuer,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  been 
l>hotolithographed  and  printed.  ' 

A  map  of  a  reconnaissance  from  Carroll,  Montana,  to  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  and  a  map  of  Judith  Basin  and  of  the  Geyser  Basin,  by 
Capt.  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers,  have  been  photolithographed 
and  printed. 

A  map  of  the  Yellowstone  aud  Missouri  Eivers  and  their  tributaries, 
■with  corrections  and  additions  made  under  the  direction  of  Maj.  G.  L. 
Gillespie,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  engraver. 

Lake  survey  charts  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  of  the  Saint  Lawrence  Eiver  have 
been  engraved  on  copper,  and  an  edition  of  each  has  been  printed. 
Chart  No.  4  has  been  photolithographed  and  an  edition  printed  for  a 
preliminary  in  a^lvance  of  the  engraved  edition.    This  chart  is  now  in 
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the  hands  of  the  engraver.  Chart  Ko.  5  is  in  the  hands  of  the  photo- 
lithographer  for  a  preliminary  edition  before  engraving. 

A  lake-survey  chart  of  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  has  been 
completed  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  photolithographer  in  order 
that  a  preliminary  edition  may  be  printed. 

A  lake-survey  chart  of  Harbor  of  Refuge  at  Sand  Beach,  Lake  Hu- 
ron, has  been  pliotolitographed,  and  an  edition  printed  in  advance  of  the 
engraved  edition.    The  chart  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  engraver. 

A  lake-survey  chart  of  Niagara  Falls  has  been  photolithographed  and 
printed. 

Lake  Michigan  coast  chart  Ko.  5  has  been  completed,  and  is  now 
being  photolithographed  for  a  preliminary  edition,  after  which  the  chart 
vill  be  engraved. 

GEOLOGICAL    EXPLORATION    OF    FORTIETH    PARALLEL. 

Mr.  Clarence  King,  United  States  civil  engineer,  in  charge. 

During  the  year  Mr.  King  and  his  assistants  have  been  in  office  en- 
gaged upon  the  final  preparation  of  his  report  with  its  illustrations  and 
atlas.  It  was  intended  that  volume  lY  should  consist  of  reports  on  mi- 
croscopic petrography  by  Dr.  Ferdinand  Zirkel,  on  Invertebrate  paleon- 
tology by  F.  B.  Meek,  on  paleozoic  moUusks  by  Messrs.  Hall  and  Whit- 
field, and  on  the  zoological  observations  made  during  the  survey  by 
Eobert  Eidgway,  which  would  make  altogether  a  quarto  volume  of 
about  900  pages  of  print,  but  for  convenience  it  has  been  determined, 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  King,  to  print  the  reports  of  Messrs.  Meek,  Hall, 
and  Whitfield  and  Ridgway  in  volume  IV,  leaving  the  report  on  petrog- 
raphy by  Dr.  Zirkel  for  a  separate  volume  to  be  numbered  VI.  Vol- 
ume IV  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer ;  volume  VI  is  ready  for 
the  press,  and  the  illustrations  for  both  have  been  printed.  Volume  II, 
embracing  the  geological  results  of  Mr.  King  aud  of  his  assistants, 
Messrs,  Emmons  and  Hague,  has  been  completed  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  portion  of  the  final  chapter.  The  illustrations  to  accompany 
the  volume  have  been  drawn  on  stone,  and  before  the  printer  shall  have 
completed  volume  IV,  volume  II  will  be  ready  for  the  press.  Volume 
I,  embodying  a  general  and  systematic  review  of  the  results  of  the 
geological  exploration  of  the  fortieth  parallel,  which  is  necessarily  the 
latest  of  the  series,  will  be  ready  for  the  printer  before  he  can  complete 
the  printing  of  volume  II.  The  illustrations  of  volume  I,  including 
series  of  geological  landscapes,  geological  maps  and  diagrams  illustrat- 
ing orography,  are  already  engraved  upon  stone  and  have  been  printed 
ready  for  the  publication  of  this  volume. 

If  there  are  no  unforseen  delays  the  printing  of  the  entire  series  of 
Tolames,  Mr.  King  states,  will  be  completed  by  the  1st  of  January  next. 

A  general  atlas,  embracing  a  general  sketch-map  of  the  mountains 
within  the  United  States,  and  west  of  the  104th  meridian,  10  topographi- 
cal sheets  covering  the  area  of  this  exploration,  10  companion  geologi- 
cal sheets,  and  2  sheets  upon  which  are  shown  two  geological  sections, 
each  drawn  from  the  104th  to  the  120th  meridian  through  the  area  covered 
by  Mr.  King's  survey,  has  been  engraved  and  printed,  and  will  be  ready 
for  issue  as  soon  as  the  volumes  can  be  printed.  The  geological  sec- 
tions just  mentioned  are  through  a  belt  of  country  about  800  miles  long, 
and  are  among  the  longest  geological  sections  that  have  ever  been  made 
from  actual  field  observations. 

(See  Appendix  II.) 
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GEOGRAPHICAL    EXPLORATIONS   AND    SURVEYS    OF   THE 
ONE    HUNDREDTH    MERIDIAN. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  First  Lieut,  George  M.  Wheeler,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
having  under  his  orders  First  Lieuts.  William  L.  Marshall  and  Eric 
Bergland,  Corps  of  Engineers;  First  Lieuts.  William  L.  Carpenter,  Ninth 
Infantry;  Kogers  Birnie, jr., Thirteenth  Infantry;  C.  C.  Morrison,  Sixth 
Cavalry;  C.  W.  Whipple,  Ordnance  Corps;  and  Second  Lieut.  M.  M. 
Macomb,  Fourth  Artillery ;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeons  H.  C.  Yarrow  and 
J.  T.  Eothrock,  United  States  Army,  who,  in  addition  to  their  profes- 
sional duties,  were  engaged  in  zoological  and  botanical  labors. 

The  following  scientists  have  also  been  atta<jhed  to  the  expedition  of 
the  past  year:  Dr.  F.  Kampf,  astronomical  observer;  Messrs.  Jules 
Marcou,  A.  R.  Conkling,  and  D.  A.  Joy,  geologists ;  Dr.  O.  Loew,  min- 
eralogist, and  Prof.  F.  W.  Putnam,  ethnologist. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  the  main  sections  of  the  sur- 
vey were  engaged  in  their  field  of  operations,  having  left  the  rendezvous 
at  Pueblo,  Colo.,  and  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  labors 
of  former  years  in  areas  as  shown  by  portions  of  Atlas  sheets  Nos.  61c, 
61  d,  65,  72,  73,  74,  77a,  77  B,  78a  and  80a.  (See  progress  map  in  Ap- 
pendix JJ.) 

The  astronomical  determinations  of  the  year  were  confined  to  those 
needed  to  check  the  several  lines  of  meander  within  the  immediate  field 
of  survey. 

The  several  parties  were  disbanded  at  Caliente,  Cal.,  the  then  ter- 
minus of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  at  West  Las  Animas,  Colo., 
at  the  close  of  the  field  season  in  November  and  December,  a  number 
of  the  assistants  repairing  to  Washington  to  prepare  in  tihe  ensuing 
months  the  practical  results,  and  at  which  point  a  small  force  of  draughts- 
men and  computers  was  kept  constantly  employed  in  the  reduction  of 
field-notes  and  the  production  of  finished  maps. 

A  report  of  the  special  party  intrusted  to  Lieutenant  Bergland,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  to  determine  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the  diversion  of  the 
Colorjuio  River  of  the  West,  for  purposes  of  irrigation,  at  or  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Lower  Grand  Caiion,  has  been  submitted.  Examinations 
were  made  at  such  points  as  it  was  practicable  for  the  party  to  reach  in 
the  seasons  of  labor  available,  and  data  bearing  upon  the  physical  fea- 
tures of  the  outlying  mountainous  sections,  with  their  several  passes, 
are  contained  in  the  report,  which  also  includes  a  discussion  of  practica- 
bility of  the  diversion  of  this  stream. 

Of  the  six  quarto  volumes  authorized  to  be  published  by  the  act  of 
June  3,  1874,  as  amended  by  the  act  approved  February  15, 1875,  two 
volumes,  namely.  III  (Geology)  and  V  (Zoology)  have  been  printed,  as 
well  as  part  1  of  volume  IV,  (Invertebrate  Fossils.)  The  manuscript  of 
volume  II  (Astronomy  and  Meteorology,  including  Barometric  Alti- 
tudes) and  the  second  part  of  volume  IV  is  ready,  while  that  for  vol- 
umes VI  (Botany)  and  VII  (Ethnology,  Philology,  and  Ruins)  is  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  preparation,  as  well  as  volume  I,  (Geographical 
Report.)  The  manuscript  of  The  Declination  of  2,018  Stars,  by  Prof. 
T.  H.  Saflfbrd,  has  also  been  completed.  Seven  published  sheets 
have  been  added  to  the  topographical  atlas,  and  others  are  completed 
and  in  various  stages  of  progress.  Six  geological-atlas  sheets  have 
been  published,  and  three  are  now  ready  for,  or  in  the  hands  of,  the 
engraver. 

The  results  determined  by  the  several  scientists  connected  with  the 
investigation  of  the  subjects  of  natural  history  are,  in  addition  to  the 
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resalts  primarily  intended  to  exhibit  the  operations  of  the  surveyf 
namely,  the  preparation  of  a  detailed  map  of  the  sections  entered,  with 
a  description  and  delineation,  so  far  as  practicable,  of  their  natural  re- 
souices,  and  showing  the  distribation  of  the  arable  and  arid  portions, 
the  former  divisible  into  those  sections  which  are  susceptible  of  cultiva- 
tion, those  in  which  irrigation  can  be  had,  and  into  mining,  timber,  and 
grazing  sections,  the  latter  entirely  valueless  at  the  present  or  any  near 
prospective  date,  for  occupation  or  use  in  any  remunerative  capacity 
from  such  industry  that  is  likely  to  venture  within  its  borders. 

The  topographical  maps,  that  have  been  prepared  upon  scales  as  fol- 
lows: 1  inch  to  8  miles,  1  inch  to  4  miles,  and  1  inch  to  2  miles — forming 
the  principal  results  of  the  survey,  furnish  information  of  immediate  value 
to  the  different  branches  of  the  military  service,  and  incidentally  to  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government  and  to  the  public. 

The  regular  progress  of  this  important  work  without  interruption,  it 
is  believed,  will  commend  itself  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  it  is 
earnestly  recommended. 

The  amounts  required  to  continue  the  survey,  as  estimated  by  Lieu- 
tenant Wheeler,  are  recommended,  viz : 

For  contioniiig  geographical  sarveys  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
west  of  the  lOOth  meridian $95,000  00 

For  prepariDg  and  eugraying  plates  and  atlas  sheets  accompanying  reports 
upon  geographical  sarreys  west  of  the  100th  meridian 25, 000  OO 

His  annual  report,  with  appendixes  and  estimates,  is  appended. 

(See  Appendix  J  J.) 

RECONNAISSANCES  AND  EXPLORATIONS. 

There  are  at  nearly  all  the  headquarters  of  the  four  military  divisions 
and  the  nine  military  departments  ofdcers  of  engineers,  whose  chief  duty 
it  is  to  collect  geographical  and  other,  information,  and  these  officers  do, 
by  means  of  their  own  explorations  and  surveys,  and  by  collecting  the 
notes,  sketches,  and  maps  made  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging 
to  the  western  posts,  in  their  scouts  and  campaigns,  add  much,  year  by 
year,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  interior  of  the  country,  which  is  not  only 
essential  to  the  generals  in  command  of  these  departments  and  divisions^ 
but  nsefnl  to  the  country  generally. 

By  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  appropriation  asked  for  by  this  Depart- 
ment to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  surveys  designed  to  be  made  by  these 
engineer  officers  in  the  current  fiscal  year,  the  persons  employed  have 
been  discharged,  and  there  are  no  means  whatever  available  for  the  fur* 
ther  prosecution  of  their  surveys,  which  have  produced  in  the  last  two 
years,  and  in  most  of  the  divisions  and  departments  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Biver,  gratifying  and  useful  results  in  the  shape  of  reports  and 
maps.  ^Neither  are  there  any  funds  available  for  the  purchase  and  re- 
pair of  instruments  used  in  the  field ;  for  the  purchase  and  repair  of  the 
office  instruments,  drawing-paper,  &c.,  required  in  the  preparation  of 
maps  from  data  now  in  this  office  and  in  the  offices  of  the  division  and 
department  engineers ;  for  the  pay  of  draughtsmen,  or  for  the  expenses 
attending  the  printing  of  maps  for  distribution  to  the  Army  and  the 
country.  On  account  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Territories 
indnded  in  the  western  divisions  and  departments,  it  is  especially 
desirable  that  the  surveys  by  the  engineer  officers  of  these  divisions  and 
departments  shall  be  continued,  that  the  new  data  now  available  shall 
be  added  to  the  existing  maps,  and  that  the  maps,  which  at  the  suspen- 
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fiion  of  the  work  were  nearly  ready,  and  those  which  can  be  prepared 
within  the  next  fiscal  year,  shall  be  printed. 

The  appropriation  necessary  for  the  purpose,  an  estimate  for  which  is 
included  in  the  annual  estimates,  is  urgently  recommended. 

The  officers  who  have  been  thus  serving  the  last  fiscal  year,  are  Maj. 
O.  M.  Poe,  aid-de-camp  (with  the  rank  of  colonel)  to  the  General  of  the 
Army ;  Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Division  of  the 
Missouri ;  Capt  William  Ludlow,  at  the  headquarters  Department  of 
Dakota  till  May  9,  and  Lieut.  Edward  Maguire  since  that  date ;  Gapt. 
W.  S.  Stanton,  at  headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte ;  Lieut.  E.  H. 
Euffner,  at  headquarters  Department  of  Missouri;  and  Lieut.  J.  C. 
Mallery,  at  headquarters  Division  of  the  Pacific  and  Department  of 
California. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  there  have  been  distributed  by  Maj.  H.  L. 
Abbot,  from  the  engineer  dei)ot  at  Willet's  Point,  to  officers  engaged  in 
surveys,  an  aggregate  of  88  instruments. 

(See  Appendix  KK.) 

Col.  O.  M.  Poe,  A.  D.  C,  major  of  engineers,  &e.,  on  duty  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Army,  has  supervised  the  compilation  of  a  map  of 
the  Department  of  Texas,  and  a  series  of  maps  illustrating  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  army  commanded  by  General  Sherman  in  l$64--65 ;  and 
has  also  purchased  and  distributed  to  military  di\dsions  and  depart- 
ments such  prismatic  compasses,  odometers,  and  drawing-instruments 
as  were  required  to  fill  requisitions  made  upon  him  from  time  to  time. 
His  report  is  appended  hereto. 

(See  Appendix  LL.) 

Maj.  George  L.  Gillespie,  on  duty  with  the  Lieu  tenant-General,  com- 
manding the  Division  of  the  Missouri,  reports  that  the  limited  number 
of  itineraries  of  scouts  received  at  his  office  during  the  year  has  not 
permitted  any  great  or  specially  important  changes  to  be  made  in  exist- 
ing maps  of  the  Western  Territories.  Sheets  Nos.  2  and  3,  of  the  map 
of  Western  Territories,  have*  been  completed ;  the  former  is  ready  to  be 
printed,  and  the  latter  has  been  photolithographed  in  the  office  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  and  issued  to  the  troops  in  the  field.  Sheet  Ko.  4, 
of  the  same  map,  is  still  in  course  of  preparation.  A  few  important 
additions  have  been  made  to  the  Kansas,  Texas,  and  Indian  Territory 
map.  Tracings  of  the  following  reservations  and  plans  of  post5  were 
made:  Camp  Eobinson^Nebraska ;  Camp  Sheridan,  Nebraska  ;  Sidney 
Barracks,  Nebraska^  Fort  Hartsuff,  Nebraska;  Cheyenne  Agency, 
Dakota;  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Camp  Douglas,  Utah;  Cantonment  on 
the  Sweetwater,  Texas,  and  Fort  Union,  New  Mexico.  The  book  "  Out- 
line Description  of  the  Posts  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,'' 
complete  with  map  and  plates,  has  been  printed.  A  history  of  the  sev- 
eral military  posts  and  reservations  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mis- 
souri, comprising  the  date  of  their  declaration,  their  extent,  and  circum- 
stances of  their  establishment,  has  been  prepared  for  the  office  files  of 
the  division  headquarters.  Many  tracings  of  sketches  of  scouts,  possess- 
ing no  topographical  significance,  have  been  made  to  complete  the  files 
of  the  Adjutant-General's  Office.  Disbursements  for  the  engineer  office 
a.t  headquarters  Department  of  Texas  have  been  made  by  Major  Gil- 
lespie. 

Amount  required  for  Borveys  for  the  fiscal  year  endinj?  June  30,  1878,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  officer  at  headquarters  of 
the  Division  of  the  Missouri $6,000  00 

(See  Appendix  MM.) 
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In  the  Department  of  Dakota,  Capt.  William  Ludlow  was  on  the 
staff  of  the  genera]  commanding  until  the  9th  of  May,  when  he  was 
relieved  by  Lieut.  Edward  Maguire.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  Captain  Ludlow  was  engaged  upon  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Gar- 
roll  ToaA^  a  newly  opened  freight-route  extending  from  Oarroll,  on  the 
Upper  Missouri,  through  the  Judith  Basin,  to  Camp  Baker,  and  thence 
to  Helena,  Mont. :  an  examination  of  the  routes  from  the  north  into 
the  Yellowstone  Fark,  and  an  astronomical  determination  of  the  po- 
sitions of  the  military  posts  in  Montana.  A  report  of  the  reconnais- 
sance,  accompanied  by  reports  of  Messrs.  George  Bird  Grinnell  and 
Edward  S.  Dana,  of  Yale  (3ollegQ,  on  the  zoology  and  geology  of  the 
region  explored,  with  descriptions  of  new  fossils  by  R.  P.  Whitfield, 
and  report  of  Lieut.  B.  E.  Thompson,  Sixth  Infantry,  has  been  received 
and  wUl  be  found  in  Appendix  1?N. 

On  the  9th  of  May  Lieutenant  Maguire  relieved  Captain  Ludlow  and 
immediately  proceeded  as  engineer  officer  of  the  command  which  was 
to  take  the  field  against  the  hostile  Sioux.  Lieutenant  Maguire's  re- 
port of  the  march  preceding  the  battle  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  on  the 
25th  and  26th  of  June,  with  a  plan  of  the  battlefield,  is  appended. 

(See  Appendix  OO.) 

Capt  W.  S.  Stanton,  on  duty  with  the  general  commanding  the  De- 
partment of  the  Platte,  was  engaged  in  such  surveys  in  the  field  and 
office- work  as  could  be  done  with  the  limited  assistance  which  could  be 
fnmiBhed  him  with  the  small  amount  of  money  available  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  field-work  comprised  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  for 
Indian  supplies  from  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  to  Bed  Cloud  agency;  a 
reconnaissance  with  the  Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone  expedition  of  the 
hst  season  under  General  Crook,  and  the  inspection  of  the  construction 
of  a  wrought-iron  bridge  over  the  Korth  Platte  River  at  Fort  Laramie, 
fall  reports  of  which  will  be  found  in  Captain  Stanton's  detailed  report 

In  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  Captain  Stanton  had  made 
594  miles  of  reconnaissance  with  odometers^  in  addition  to  61  miles  of 
reconnaissance  on  horseback.  During  the  year,  270  maps  and  60  printed 
reports  of  explorations  and  reconnaissances  with  maps  have  been  issued. 
The  following  is  part  of  the  work  which  should  be  executed  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  Platte  during  the  field  season  of  1877,  and  it  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  Congress  will  provide  the  necessary  means  therefor. 

To  complete  the  measurement  and  reconnaissance  of  all  the  routes  in 
the  department ;  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  a  route  from  Grand  Island, 
l^ebraska,  on  the  Union  Pacific  Eailroad,  via  Fort  Hartsuff'  and  Camp 
Sheridan  to  the  Black  Hills,  and  also  of  the  routes  from  the  Black 
Hills  to  Camp  Bobinson  and  Fort  Laramie ;  to  reconnoiter  a  shorter 
route  from  the  railroad  to  Fort  Fetterman,  and  from  the  railroad  to 
Camps  Brown  and  Stambaugh;  and  to  determine  the  position  of  many 
of  the  posts  in  the  department  for  which  a  zenith  telescope  and  astro- 
nomical transit  are  needed. 

A  part  of  this  work  was  begrun  on  returning  from  the  expedition  after 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  and  505  miles  of  the  routes  surveyed,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  three  reservations,  when  it  was  stopped  by  the  necessity  of 
discharging  Captain  Stanton's  assistant  for  want  of  any  appropriation 
whatever  for  his  pay,  or  for  the  work. 

During  the  year  the  procurement  from  the  General  Land  Office, 
through  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  of  the  maps  and  manu- 
script notes  of  all  the  State  and  Territorial  boundary  surveys  thus  far 
made  within  the  department,  has  been  progressing,  and  they  are  now 
&eariy  aU  in  Captain  Stanton's  possession.    It  now  remains  to  procure 
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copies  of  all  the  township  plats  which  have  been  sarvejed  in  Nebraska, 
Wyoming,  and  Utah,  when,  with  them,  the  boandary  sarveys  and  the 
reconnaissances  and  determinations  of  posts  proposed,  an  extensiTe 
revision  and  improvement  in  the  maps  of  the  department  can  be  made. 
There  being  no  money  whatever  applicable  to  it,  this  work  is  now  en- 
tirely suspended  and  must  continue  so  until  further  approp^riations. 

(See  Appendix  PP.) 

During  the  past  year  Lieut.  E.  H.  Euffuer  has  been  on  duty  as  engineer 
officer  on  the  staff  of  the  general  commanding  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri.  He  has  been  employed  in  working  up  material  on  hand 
toward  the  completion  of  the  map  of  the  Department ;  an  atlas  of  detail- 
sheets  of  the  reconnaissance  in  the  Ute  country,  46  in  number,  and  two 
other  illustrative  sketches  have  been  completed  and  forwarded  to  the 
Engineer  Bureau. 

A  report  on  communications  between  Northern  New  Mexico  and 
Southern  Colorado  was  made,  accompanied  by  a  general  map  and  an 
atlas  of  14  sheets  of  detail  of  a  survey  for  a  wagon-road  from  Fort  Gar- 
land to  Fort  Wingate,  New  Mexico.  It  was  printed  in  House  Executive 
Document  No.  172,  Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  session. 

The  usual  number  of  maps  have  been  issued,  and  a  map  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  in  4  sections,  has  been  completed,  printed,  and  issued. 

There  has  been  but  little  field-work  done  in  the  Department  of  the 
Missouri  during  the  last  fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds,  the  assistance  of 
Lieutenant  Ruffner  having  been  limited  to  the  services  of  one  draughts- 
man, who  has  since  been  discharged,  there  being  no  appropriation  from 
which  he  could  continue  to  be  paid.  The  valuable  results  which  have 
heretoibre  been  received  from  that  department  will  therefore  be  inter- 
rupted till  further  appropriations  by  Congress  for  surveys  by  the  engineer 
officers  at  the  various  headquarters  of  divisions  and  departments. 

The  most  important  survey  during  the  year  was  at  the  sources  of  the 
Red  River  of  Texas,  which  has  just  been  completed.  A  report  will  be 
prepared  of  this,  giving  the  usual  natural  history,  geological,  and  mete- 
orological descriptions. 

In  addition  to  his  other  duties.  Lieutenant  Ruffner  has  completed  the 
military  road  from  Santa  ¥6  to  Fernandez  de  Taos,  N.  Mex.,  under  a 
special  appropriation  by  Congress,  and  recommends  the  extension  of 
the  route  to  Fort  Garland,  Colo.,  where  connection  will  be  made  with 
railroad  communication. 

Amount  available  for  snrveys  at  the  end  of  year  for  next  fiscal  year 

Amount  required  for  surveys  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  for  the 
fiscal  vear  ISTT-'TS,  to  be  expended  by  the  engineer  officer  of  the  de- 
partment   : $5,000  00 

Amount  on  hand,  military  road  Santa  F6  to  Ferandez  de  Taos,  N.  Mex. . .  595  35 

Amount  required  to  complete  the  road  from  Taos  to  Fort  Garland 10,  000  00 

(See  Appendix  QQ.) 

Lieut.  J.  C.  Mallery,  at  the  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 
Pacific,  reports  that  he  made,  during  the  year,  a  survey  of  the  sources 
of  water-supply  for  Camp  Halleck,  Nevada,  and  a  report,  map,  and 
estimates  were  prepared  for  the  action  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing. I.  W.  Ward,  assistant  and  draughtsman,  in  obedience  to  a  division 
order,  made  a  reconnaissance  of  the  trail  from  Areata,  Cal.,  to  Camp 
Gaston,  Cal.  The  military  reservations  of  Camps  McDowell,  Verde,  and 
Apache,  Arizona  Territory,  have  been  surveyed  by  Lieut.  B.  D.  Thomas, 
6th  Cavalry,  acting  engineer  officer  Department  of  Arizona.  Lieuten- 
ant Thomas  has  also  been  engaged  in  locating  and  constructing  roads 
in  Arizona.    The  roads  from  Black  Caiion  to  Bowie's  Ranch,  Aqua  Fria 
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Valley,  and  from  Prescott  to  Skull  Valley,  over  the  Sierra  Prieta  Moant- 
aiDS,  were  completed.  The  former  road  is  35^  miles  in  length,  and 
shortens  the  distance  from  Prescott  to  Camp  McDowell  18  miles.  The 
latter  road  diminishes  the  distance  from  the  southern  part  of  the  terri- 
tory 19.J  miles.  Lieutenant  Mallery  states  that  the  acting  engineer 
officers  of  the  Departments  of  Arizona  and  the  Columbia  made  no  reports 
to  his  oflQce,  and  all  that  is  known  of  what  is  done  in  those  depart- 
ments was  gathered  from  such  communications  as  were  referred  while 
being  forwarded.  Lieut.  George  Wilson,  12th  Infantry,  made  a  re- 
connaissance of  the  Trinity  and  Klamath  Elvers  from  Camp  Gaston, 
Cal.,  to  the  ocean.  Sheets  !Nos.  1  and  3,  map  of  the  Department  of 
Arizona,  have  been  revised  and  redrawn.  They  have  been  photolitho- 
graphed  in  Washington,  by  authority  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  Sheet 
^0. 2  has  been  partly  redrawn.  Sheets  Kos.  4,  5,  and  6  have  been  pro- 
jected and  are  well  advanced.  A  map  of  the  Department  of  California 
has  been  drawn  and  photographed  in  Lieutenant  Mallery's  of&ce,  and  a 
map  of  the  military  division  of  the  Pacific,  on  a  scale  of  ^yo  J^^,  is  in 
course  of  projection.    The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  office-work : 

NmnlMr  of  maps  projected  and  drawn 9 

^nmber  of  maps  traced 17 

Namber  of  photo^aphic  prints  of  maps 597 

Nnmber  of  field  sketches  of  routes  of  march 20 

Komber  of  plans  of  buildings  drawn 10 

(See  Appendix  EE.) 

ESiniATES  FOR  AMOUNTS  BEQUIBED  FOB  MILITARY  AND  GEOaBAPH- 
ICAL  STJRYEYS,  EXPLORATIONS,  AND  RECONNAISSANCES. 

For  military  surveys  and  reconnaissances  by  the  eogineer  officers 
attached  to  the  various  headquarters  of  military  di visions  aud  depart- 
ments, and  for  the  construction  and  publication  of  maps  for  use  of  the 
War  Department  and  the  Army,  $50,000  will  be  required. 

For  geo^aphical  surveys  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west 
of  the  100th  meridian,  there  will  be  required  for  field  and  office  work 
$95,000,  and  for  preparing,  engraving,  and  printing  of  plates  and 
atlas-sheets  $25,000. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Iq  the  labors  of  the  office  I  was  assisted,  on  the  30th  of  June,  by 
the  following  officers,  in  charge  of  the  several  divisions : 

FiEST  AND  SECOND  DIVISIONS. — Fortifications ,  battalion^  and  engineer 
^t,  landsj  armamentSj  personnel^  &c.^  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  L.  Casey. 

Thied  DIVISION. — Biver  and  harbor  impravementSj  cfcc,  Maj.  John  G. 
Parke. 

Fourth  and  fifth  divisions. — Property ^  accounts^  estimates^  funds^ 
survey  of  the  lakes^  explorations^  mapsj  instruments^  dtCy  Mfg.  George  H. 
Blliot 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brig.  Oen.,  Chief  of  Engineers^ 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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FORTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS,  FIRST  SESSION,  1875-76. 


CHAP.  SO-^An  aet  to  siupend  the  aale  of  (he  Jail  on  Jadioiary  Square  and  for  other     April  10, 1878. 

parpueee.  

Be  it  enuded  dy  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeentativee  of  the  United  States    Sale  of  Jail  on 
•fAmenoa  t»  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Army  Jadioiary  Square 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  suspend  the  sale  of  the  Jail  on  Judiciary  >^P<"^dod. 
Sqoaie  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that  the  same  be  tnmed  over  to 
the  me  of  the  aathorities  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  temporarily  or    Uee  of  Jail. 
Qbtil  other  Jail  facilities  are  provided,  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
courts  of  said  District  of  Columbia  to  order  the  confinement  of  prisoners 
therein. 

Approved,  April  10, 1876. 

CHAP.  53.— An  act  donating  the  military  road  mnning  from  Astoria,  Oregon,  to  Sa-     April  11, 1876. 
lem.  in  that  State,  to  the  eeveral  coontiea  throagh  which  it  paaaea.  . 


Be  it  enacted  h^  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States    Military    road 
9fAmsriea  in  Congress  assembledf  That  the  military  road  from  Astoria  to  from  Astoria  to 
Salem,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  constructed  under  the  following  acts  of  S^®™:.  Oregon, 
Coogrees,  to  wit,  aoU  approved  February  seventeenth,  eighteen  hundred  ^^^^  ^  ^°°' 
and  fifty-five;  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven;  and 
Jine  fourteen  tb,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  be,  and  the  same  i0stat6O8 
hereby,  donated  to  the  several  counties  in  said  State  through  which  it    i857,  eh.  61,  11 
nina,  to  wit,  Clatsop,  Washington,  Yam  Hill,  and  Folic,  to  each  such  Stat.,  168. 
portion  as  runs  through  it;  said  counties  hereafter  to  own  and  control  ciy^'oSJ'  ^®^'  ^* 
the  same;  and  snob  road  is  hereby  abandoned  as  a  military  road.  ' 

Approved,  April  11, 1876. 

CHAP.  99.— An  aet  to  relinqniah  the  interesta  of  the  United  States  in  certain  lands      Mav  9  1876 
to  the  city  and  county  of  San  Franciaoo,  in  the  State  of  California.  ' 


Be  it  fwaeted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States   Part  of  Presidio 
•f  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  all  the  right  and  title  of  the  ^r^^tio°  relin. 
United  States  to  the  following-described  portion  of  the  military  reser- 5151^*15200;^  ^*° 
▼ttion  known  as  the  Presidio,  or  Fort  Point  reservation,  situated  in  the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  rellDquished  to  the  said  city  and  county,  and  its  successors, 
anigna,  and  vendees,  for  the  benefit  of  persons  who,  if  the  said  land  haa 
wa  been  reserved  for  public  use,  would  have  been  entitled  thereto  under 
the  ordinances  numbered  eight  hundred,  of  the  city  of  San  FraociscO, 
ratified  by  act  of  the  legislature  of  said  State,  approved  on  the  twenty- 
■eventh  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  entitled  "An 
•ct  to  confirm  a  certain  order  passed  by  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
city  of  San  Francisco,"  relating  to  these  premises,  and  being  more 
particularly  described   as  follows :  Commencing  at  the  southeasterly    Description, 
eorner  of  the  said  Presidio,  or  Fort  Point  reservation,  and  thence 
niDniog  in  a  direct  line  due  north  to  the  shore-line  of  the  Bay  of  San 
Franciaco;  thence  westerly  along  the  said  shore-line  to  a  point  eighty 
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feet  west  of  the  easterly  lioe  of  the  said  Presidio,  or  Fort  Point  reaer- 
vation,  as  established  by  the  United  States  authorities,  said  eii^htj 
feet  being  relinquished  for  a  public  highway,  or  street,  named  Lyon 
street ;  thence  southerly  to  a  point  on  the  southerly  line  of  said  reeer- 
vation,  where  the  west  line  of  Lyon  street  intersects  said  line ;  theooe 
easterly  to  the  point  of  commencement,  to  conform  as  near  as  pos- 

Streeta.  Bible  to  the  plan  of  the  city-map  of  streets  of  San  Francisco  oatsideof 

reservation,  said  plan  being  now  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  War  Depart- 

Proviso.  men  t  of  the  city  of  Washington:  Provided^  That  Lyon  street  shall  b« 

extended  to  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  eighty  feet  wide,  and  is  hereby 

Provlao.  dedicated  for  a  public  highway  and  street  forever :  Provided  further.  That 

Broadway,  Vallejo,  Green,  Union,  Filbert,  Greenwich,  Lombard,  Chest- 
nut, Francisco,  Bay,  North  Point,  Jefferson,  Tonquin,  and  Lewis  streets 
as  laid  down  on  the  official  map  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
be  extended  westerly  to  intersect  the  easterly  line  of  Lyon  street  as 
herein  provided,  be,  and  are  hereby,  dedicated  as  public  highways  and 
streets  forever. 
Approved,  May  9, 1876. 


JnneSO,  187P.     CHAP.  135. — An  act  making;  approprtatlona  ftvr  fortificationa  and  for  other  worka 

of  defeniie,  and  for  the  armament  thereof,  for  the  flaoal  year  ending  Jane  thirUetJi, 

eighteen  handled  and  aeventy-aeven,  and  fur  other  purpoaea. 

Appropriation.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreeentativee  of  the  United  Stain 
of  America  in  Congreea  aasemhled.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thonsaod 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  protection,  preservation, 
and  repair  of  fortifications  and  other  works  of  defense,  for  tne  fiscal  year 
fl<»tion8  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven  ;  the  same 

to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  also  the 
following  for  armament  of  fortifications,  namely : 
For  the  armament  of  sea-coast  fortifications,  including  heavy  guns, 
Armament  ofGatling  guns,  and  howitzers  for  flank  defense,  carriages,  projectiles, 
forUflcationa.       fazes,  powder  and  implements,  their  trial  and  proof,  and  all  necessary 
expenses  incident  thereto,  one  hundred  and  sixty -five  thousand  doUars. 
For  torpedoes  for  harbor  defenses,  and  preservation  of  the  same,  and 
for  torpedo  experiments  in  their  application  to  harbor  and  land  defense, 
and  for  instruction  of  engineer  battalion  in  their  preparation  and  appli- 
cation, fifty  thousand  dollars :  Providedy  That  the  money  herein  appro- 
priated for  torpedoes  shall  only  be  used  in  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  torpedoes  to  be  operated  from  shore-stations  for  the  destmc- 
tion  of  an  enemy's  vessel  approaching  the  shore  or  entering  the  channel 

and  fairways  of  harbors. 

»»  »  #  »  •  * 

Approved,  June  20, 1876. 


Torpedoes. 


Proviaa 


Jnne  30, 1876.     CHAP.  157.— An  act  to  provide  temporarily  for  the  oxpenditarea  of  the  Government 

Uae  of  nnex-     Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House,  of  Repreeentativea  of  the  United  States 
pended  balaucea  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten 
fn/^davafrom  ^^^^  ^^^  *^^  *^*®'"  ^^^  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  sev- 
Jmie  30, 1^6.       enty-six,  unless  the  regular  appropriations  shall  have  been  previously 
Pott  pp.  78, 95,  made  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  thirtieth  day  of  June, 
198,131,168.         eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  use  for  the 
necessary  service  of  the  Government,  any  unexpeuded  balance  which  may 
exist  of  the  appropriations  made  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six ;  and  in  case  no 
sufficient  balance  remains  at  the  conclusion  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy  six  to  the  credit  of  any 
appropriation,  the  necessary  amount  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 
Appropriation,  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  no  greater  amount 
shall  be  expended  under  this  act  than  such  proportional  sum  of  the  ap- 
Llmlt  of  ex- propriations  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred 
penditure.  and  seventy-six,  as  ten  days  time  bears  to  the  whole  of  said  fibcal  year 

and  such  expenditure  shall  be  only  for  the  necesEsiy  operations  of  th 
Government  under  existing  laws.    All  sums  expended  under  this  act 
Expenditure  shall  be  charged  to,  and  be  deducted  from,  the  appropriations  for  like 
SriYtton  for'vewr®®^^^^  ^*^^  *^®  ^®^*^  ^^^^  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
?nding  June  30,  seventy-seven. 
1877.  Approved,  June  30, 1876. 
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CHAP.  16P— An  act  to  authorise  the  oonstrootion  of  a  ponton-bridge  across  the  MiS'      jq1»  a  10711 
idMippi  Rirer  from  some  feasible  point  in  La  Crosse  County,  in  the  State  of  Wiscon-  ^    ' 

sin,  to  some  feasible  point  in  Hsastoo  County,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

Be  U  macted  bg  the  Senate  and  Houee  0/  Bepresentatives  of  iJie  United    pile  and   pon- 
States  ef  America  in  Ccngrese  asaembled,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ton  bridge  may 
city  of  La  Croeae  to  conatruot  a  pile  and  ponton  bridge  across  the  Mis-  f^^'^ila^**^  ^^ 
sisNppt  River  at  some  feasible  point  in  La  Crosse  County  in  the  State      ^'^*>*^' 
of  Wisconsin,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  opposite  shore  of  the  said  river, 
in  the  State  of  Minnesota;  said  bridge  to  be  built  subject,  except  as    How  t«  be  built, 
herein  modified,  to  all  the  terms,  requirements,  and  limitations  contained 
in  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  legalize  and  establish  a  ponton-railway- 
bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River  at  Frairie  du  Chien,  and  to  authorize 
the  construction  of  a  similar  bridge  at  or  near  Clinton,  Iowa,''  approved    1874,  oh.  asi,  18 
Jane  sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy -four,  so  far  as  they  may  be  ^tat,  62. 
applicable  thereto. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  bridge  shall  be  constrncted  with  one  snitable  pon-    Width  of  pon- 
ton-d^w  of  not  less  than  four  hundred  feet  in  width,  located  over  the  ton-draw, 
main  channel  of  the  river :  Provided^  That  said  bridge  shall  not  be  built 
or  commenced  until  the  plan  and  specifications  for  its  construction  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval,  uor  until  he 
shall  approve  the  plan  and  the  location  of  said  bridge ;  and  if  any  change   ^^"^^^  *  ^   ^  ^ 
be  made  in  the  plan  of  construction  of  said  bridge  at  any  time,  such  pl^noy Secretary 
efaaoge  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and 
any  change  in  the  construction  or  any  alteration  of  said  bridge  that    Changes  in  con - 
may  be  directed  at  any  time  by  Congress  or  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  "tnicuon. 
be  made  at  the  cost  and  expense  of  the  owners  thereof:  And  provided 
ferlkeTf  That  the  right  is  hereby  reserved  to  Congress  to  alter  amend     Right  to  alter, 
or  repeal  this  act ;  and  in  case  of  the  repeal  of  this  act,  the  bridge  shall  amend,  or  repeaL 
be  removed  without  expense  to  the  United  States,  and  if  this  act  be 
amended  any  change  or  alteration  required  of  the  bridge  shall  be  with-  ^thout  *oc»t  "to 
oot  cost  to  the  United  States.  United  States. 

Approved,  July  6, 1876. 


CHAP.  179.~An  act  authorizing  the  Nebraska  City  Bridge  Company  to  constraot     jaiy  g,  1876. 

s  poDton  railway-bridge  across  the  Missouri  River  at  Nebraslca  City  in  Otoe 

OoQBty,  Nebraiika. 

Be  it  enacted  6y  the  Senate  and  House  of  BepresenUUives  of  the  United   Ponton  raUway- 
Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  transit  and  wm- 
Nebraska  City  Bridge  Company,  a  corporation  having  authority  from  5^2? ^ity. 
the  State  of  Nebraska  and  from  the  State  of  Iowa,  its  successors  and 
assigns,  to  build,  maintain,  and  operate  a  ponton  railway-jbransit  and 
wagon-bridge  across  the  Missouri  River  at  Nebraska  City,  in  the  county 
<tf  Otoe,  and  State  of  Nebraska ;  and  said  company,  its  successors  or 
assigns,  shall  keep  up  and  maintain  a  suitable  ponton-draw  of  not  less    Width  of  draw, 
than  three  hnndnm  feet  in  length;  and  that  said  draw  shall  be  opened    Opening  of 
promptly,  upon  reasonable  signal,  for  the  passage  of  boats  or  rafts ;  but  draw, 
m  DO  case  shall  unreasonable  delay  occur  in  the  opening  of  said^  draw 
before  or  after  the  passage  of  trains ;  and  the  company,  corporation,  or 
mdividuals  having  the  charge  or  control  of  said  bridge  shall,  for  the 
secnrity  of  navigation,  maintain,  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  throughout  the 
year,  soch  lights  on  said  bridge  as  may  be  required  by  the  Light-House    Lights    on 
Board.  bridge. 

Sec.  2.  That  all  railway-companies  desiring  to  nse  said  ponton-bridge    xTse  of  bridge 
shall  have,  and  be  entitled  to,  equal  rights  and  privileges  in  the  use  of  by  railway  com- 
the  same,  and  in  the  nse  of  the  machinery  and  fixtures  thereof,  and  of  P<"^^^"' 
an  approaches  thereto,  under  and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretar^^^  of  War,  upon  hearing  the  allega- 
tions and  proofs  of  the  parties  in  case  they  shall  not  agree ;  and  the 


United  States  shall  have  the  right  of  way  for  postal  anil  telegraphic    Right  of  wav 
bridge;  and  no  greater  charge  shall  be  made  forforpoetalandtei- 
the'transmission  over  the  same  of  the  mails,  the  troops,  and  munitions  ®5IJS.        ^^^ 


parpoaes  across  said 


of  war  of  the  United  States  than  the  rate  per  mile  paid  for  the  trans-^charse  for 
portation  over  the  railroads  or  public  highways  leading  to  said  bridge ;  mails  and  troops, 
and  in  case  of  any  litigation  arising  from  any  obstruction,  or  alleged  Saito  for  ob- 
obetruction,  to  the  navigation  of  the  said  Missouri  River,  created  by  stractionofriver. 
the  construction  of  said  bridge  under  this  act,  the  cause  or  question 
ariaiDg  may  be  tried  before  the  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  Where  triable. 
States  of  any  State  wherein  the  obstruction  exists. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


132         BEPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OP  ENGINEERg. 

Amendmeiit  rf     Sec.  3.  That  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  this  act  so  as  to  prevent  or 
act  without  liabil- remove  all  material  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  said  Missouri 
ity  for  damages.     River  is  hereby  expressly  reserved,  without  any  liability  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  damages  on  account  of  the  alteration  or  amendment  of  this 
act,  or  on  account  of  the  prevention  or  requiring  the  removal  of  any 
such  obstructions ;  and  if  any  change  be  made  in  the  plan  of  coustroo- 
"hi**/  •**®"  "  tion  of  said  ponton-bridge,  such  change  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval 
proitd.  *P*  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  any  change  in  the  construction  or  any 

alteration  of  said  bridge  that  may  be  directed  at  any  time  by  Con/^Tees 
w^m  to  be  made'  ^^  ^^®  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  at  the  cost  and  expense  of  the  owners 
'  thereof.    Said  bridge  shall  be  constructed,  as  near  as  may  be  practica- 
Location.  w©^  npon  the  line  heretofore  surveyed  and  established  by  the  Nebraska 

City  Bridge  Company. 
Kegnlationsfor     Sec.  4.  That  any  bridge  authorized  to  be  constructed  nnder  this  act 
eecarity  of  navi-  gball  be  built  and  located  under  and  subject  to  such  regulations  for  the 
^    °'  security  of  navigation  of  said  river  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  pre- 

scribe ;  and  to  secure  that  object,  the  said  company  or  corporation  shall 
submit  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  his  examination  and  approval,  a 
Plans  of  con-  design  and  drawings  of  the  bridge,  and  a  map  of  the  location,  giving, 
straction,  eto.,  tofor  the  space  of  one  mile  above  and  one  mile  below  the  proposed  loca- 
te sabmitted.       Hon,  the  topography  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  shore-lines  at  high 
and  low  water,  the  direction  and  strength  of  the  currents  at  all  stages, 
and  the  soundings,  accurately  showing  the  bed  of  the  stream,  the  lc»ca- 
tion  of  any  other  bridge  or  bridges,  and  shall  furnish  such  other  infor- 
mation as  may  be  required  for  a  full  and  satisfactory  nnderstanding^  of 
Bridse  not  to  the  subject ;  and  until  the  said  plan  and  location  of  the  bridge  are  ap- 
sSbSttod.   ^      proved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  bridge  shall  not  be  built. 
Approved,  July  8, 1876. 

Joly  10, 1878.     CHAP.  177.— An  act  to  oontinne  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
— — — ^  vide  temporarily  ft>r  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,"  &c.,  &c. 


Extension    of     Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentatives  of  the  Untied 
appropriation  for  ^(^^^  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  provisions  of  an  act 
*^*'  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  temi)orarily  for  the  expenditures  of  the 

Government"  approved  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  and  continued  in  full  force 
AiUs,p.9S.        and  effect  for  the  period  of  ten  days  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of 
^o^^A^P'^^'^^'^'^^y*  ©Jgliteen  hundred  and  seventy -six,  and  no  longer. 
131, 16a  Approved  July  10,  1876. 


Jnly  19. 1878.  CHAP.  213.— An  act  aathorizing  the  repavement  of  Pennsylvania  avenne. 


Commissioners     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
for  paving  Penn-  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
sylvania  avenue,  states  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  detail  General  H.  G.  Wright  and 
General  Q.  A.  Gilmore,  of  the  Engineer  Corps  of  the  Army,  who,  with 
Edward  Clark,  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  shall  form  a  com- 
mission, whose  duty  shall  oe  to  select  and  determine  the  best  kind  of 
pavement  to  be  used  in  paving  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  all  intersections 
of  streets,  and  avenues,  and  alleys  crossing  the  same,  including  the  trian- 
gular spaces  directly  connecting  with  the  Pennsylvania-avenue  pave- 
ment, abutting  on  parts  of  squares  numbered  two  hundred  and  fifty -four, 
two  hundred  and  nfty-six,  three  hundred  and  twenty-three,  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  and  four  hundred  and  eight,  but  not  including  the 
side- walks;  and  to  have  said  thoroughfare  paved  therewith  from  the 
northwest  gate  of  the  Capitol-ffronnds,  to  and  including  the  crossing  of 
Fifteenth  street  west,  witn  such  a  pavement  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  the 
said  commission,  may  agree  upon. 
Organization.        Sec.  2.  That  within  ten  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  may  be,  the  commission  named  herein  shall  meet  and  organ- 
ize by  the  election  of  a  president  and  secretary  from  among  their  num- 
her,  and  shall  proceed  to  perform  the  duties  herein  imposed  opon  them ; 
^Totice  for  pro-  ^^^  ^^  g^^^^j  ^g  practicable,  they  shall  give  notice  for  one  week,  in  a  daily 
^^^  '  paper  published  in  each  of  the  cities  of  Washington,  Philadelphia  and 

r^ew  York,  for  proposals,  with  full  specifications,  for  paving  said  avenue : 
Pavement        Provided,  That  said  pavement  shall  be  of  the  best  material  laid  in  the 
Contractor's  most  substantial  manner,  and  without  unnecessary  delay  ;  and  that  a 
"**°°'  good  and  sufficient  bond  to  the  United  States,  with  sureties,  to  be  ap- 
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piOTed  by  the  oommisaioD,  shall  be  exacted,  gaaranteeioff  that  the  terms 

of  aoj  coDtract  or  contracts  shall  be  strictly  and  falthfalTy  observed,  and 

that  the  contractor  shall  keep  the  said  pavement  in  g^od  repair  for  the 

term  of  three  years ;  and  said  commission  shall  retain  ten  per  oentam  of    ^P^^^ 

the  cost  of  the  work  as  an  additional  security  and  a  f^uarantee  faud  to 

keep  the  same  in  repair  for  the  said  term,  which  said  per  centum  shall    Tenpercentmii 

be  iavessed  in  the  Bonds  of  the  United  States  and  the  interest  thereon  ^^^^"^^^ 

ptid  to  said  contractors. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  cost  of  laying  down  said  pavement  shall  be  paid  for  Pavement,  bow 
in  the  following  proportions  and  manner :  The  Washington  and  George-  P^d  for. 
town  Railroad  Company  shall  bear  all  of  the  expense  for  that  portion  of 
the  work  lying  between  the  exterior  rails  of  the  tracks  of  the  road,  and 
for  a  distance  of  two  feet  from  and  exterior  to  the  track  on  each  side  Railroad  track, 
thereof,  and  of  keeping  the  same  in  repair ;  but  the  said  railroad  com* 
paoy,  having  conformed  to  the  grade  established  by  the  Commissioners, 
may  use  cobble-stone  or  Belgian  rock  in  paving  their  tracks,  or  the 
apace  between  their  tracks,  as  the  commissioners  shall  direct.  The 
Uoited  Skates  shall  pay  the  cost  of  paving  the  spaces  between  its 
property  and  the  part  of  the  avenue  to  be  paid  for  by  said  railroad  com- 
pany, and  one-half  of  the  cost  of  paving  the  intersection  of  the  streets 
and  avenues,  lees  that  to  be  paid  by  the  railroad  company,  and  the 
other  half  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  the  residue  of  the  cost  of  such  paving  shall  be  paid  as  follows : 
One-third  bv  the  owners  of  private  property  lying  and  abutting  on  said 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  in  proportion  to  their  frontage  thereon,  as  here- 
inafter provided  ;  one-third  by  the  United  States  ;  and  one-third  out  of  Appropriation, 
the  general  revenue  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  the  amount  re- 
quired to  pay  the  part  of  said  cost  assumed  by  the  United  States  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  ; 
aod  the  amount  required  to  pay  the  part  of  said  cost  charged  to  the  , 

District  of  Columbia  shall  also  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  United 
States  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  but  the  money  so  paid  shall 
be  reimbursed  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  by  the  District  of    Re-imbnrse- 
Colnmbia  from   money  derive<l  from  taxation  upon   the  warrants  or  ™®°** 
orders  of  said  commission  duly  audited  in   the  Treasury  Department : 
Prvridid,  That  the  propertv  owners  of  such  parrs  of  s<iuares  two  hun-    property  own- 
dred  and  fifty-four,  two    hundred   and   fifty-six,  three  hundred   and  era    in    certain 
twenty-three,  three  hundred   and  forty-eight,  and  four  hundred  and  •q'lM*"' 
ei|cht,as  are  abutting  upon  said  pavement,  shall  be  assessed  at  the  same 
rate  per  front  foot  as  the  owners  on  Pennsylvania  avenue  ;  And  provided 
fwriker,  That  the  space  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  streets,  opposite 
tbe locality  now  occupied  by  the  Washington  Market  Company,  shall    Washington 
be  paid  by  the  District  of  Columbia,  unless  the  suit  now  pending  as  to^<^^l^®^  Com. 
tbe  ownership  of  said  ground  shall  be  decided  against  the  said  District  P^°^' 
vhen  tbe  same  shall  be  refunded,  with  legal  interest,  by  the  Washington 
liarket  Company  to  said  District. 

Sec. 4.  That  assessments  shall  be  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the    Aiwesanients, 
District  of  Columbia  upon  the  owners  of  said  private  property  on  said  by  whom  made. 
ftTenne  and  spaces,  and  u{  on  said  railroad  company  respectively,  pro- 
Tided  for  in  section  three  of  this  act,  and  the  sums  so  found  collectea  by    Deposit   In 
the  collector  of  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  Treasary. 
tbe  United  States,  where  it  shall  be  held  as  a  special  fund  for  the  spe- 
cific purpose  herein  named ;  and  such  fund,  together  with  such  sum  as 
iball  be  found  to  be  dne  and  payable  from  the  United  States  for  its  pro- 
portion of  the  cost  of  said  pavement,  together  with  the  proportion  due 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  shall  be  paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the    Payments  fh)m 
Treasary,  on  the  warrant  or  order  of  the  commission,  or  a  m^ority  Treasury, 
tbereof,  herein  authorized,  in  snch  amounts  and  at  snch  times  as  they 
nay  deem  safe  and  proper  in  view  of  the  progress  of  the  work. 

Src.  5.  That  tbe  cost  of  laying  down  said  pavement  exclusive  of  the    Limit  of  coat, 
▼ork  charged  to  and  paid  for  by  the  Washington  and  Georgetown  Rail- 
rotd  Company,  but  including  the  removal  of  the  present  pavement, 
grading  the  avenue,  and  all  other  work  and  materials  necessary  to  fully 
complete  said  pavement  for  use,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  dollars 
snd  thirty  cents  per  sqnare  yard  :  Provided  said  pavement  shall  be  fully    Time  of  com- 
completed  and  ready  for  use  December  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  pletion. 
•eventy-aix. 
Sec.  6.  That  if  the  Washington  and  Georgetown  Railroad  Company,  or    Defi^nlt  in  pay- 

*ny  private  citizen  or  other  corporation  or  person,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  1°«  aaseeamenta. 

to  pay  the  amount  assessed  for  the  paving  herein  authorized,  (within 
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thirty  days  after  the  notifiRation  of  sach  assessineDt  shall  have  hem 
puhlished  in  one  or  more  papers  printed  iu  the  District  of  Columbia,) 
in  front  of,  or  at^oining  their  property,  when  the  work  so  fronting  or 
adjoining  their  property  shall  nave  been  completed  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  commission  provided  for  in  this  act,  and  assessed  by  the  District 
of  Colnmbia  Commissioners,  the  said  Commissioners  of  the  District  of 
Certlflcatea  of  Columbia  shall  issue  certificates  of  indebtedness  against  the  property, 
indebtedneas.       which  certificates  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per 
annum  until  paid,  and  which,  until  they  are  paid,  shall  remain  and  be 
Lien  of  oertifl-  ^  ^^®°  upon  the  property  on  or  against  which  they  are  issued.     And  if 
cate.  the  said  certificates  are  not  paid  within  one  year,  the  said  CommissionerB 

of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall,  upon  the  application  of  the  holder 
thereof,  proceed  to  sell  the  property  against  which  they  are  issued,  or 
.90  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  said  tax ;  such  sales  to  be 
oil   non-pay^^^  ^™^  ^"^?  advertised,  daily,  for  one  week,  in  some  newspaper  published 
of  oertiflcate.       in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  be  made  at  public  auction  to  the 
hi^est  bidder;  and  a  deed  given  by  the  said  Commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  pursuance  hereof  shall  be  deemed  and  held  to 
be  a  good  and  perfect  title  to  any  property  bought  at  such  sale  hereby 
Sedempaon.     authorized :  Prorided,  That  the  owner  of  said  real  estate  shall  have  the 
right  to  redeem  the  property  sold  by  paying  the  amount  of  purchase- 
money  and  ten  per  centum,  with  costs,  on  the  amount  of  the  said  par- 
chase,  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  sale. 
Certain  portion     Skc.  7.  That  the  said  paving-commission  shall  not  repave  that  portion 
nottoberepavod,  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  between  Ninth  and  Tenth  streets  on  the  north 
nnless,  etc.  g^^  ^f  ^j^^  railroad  track,  unless  it  may  be  necessary  for  them  so  to  do 

Interae  c  t  i  n  g  to  perfect  the  whole  system.    Where  street-railroads  cross  Pennsylvania 
railroads.  avenue,  the  pavement  between  their  tracks  shall  conform  to  the  kind 

of  pavement  used  on  the  said  avenue;  and  the  companies  owning  these 
r  intersecting  railroads  shall  pay  for  paving  the  same  in  the  same  manner 

and  proportion  as  is  required,  by  section  three,  of  the  Georgetown  and 
Washington  Railroad  Company. 
Water  and  gas     Sec.  8.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  District 
mains,  etc  ^f  Columbia  to  see  that  all  water  and  gas  mains  service-pipes,  and  sewer- 

connections  are  laid  without  delay  to  the  contractors  before  the  pave- 
ment authorized  by  this  act  is  put  down ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  board  of  water-commissioners  and  of  the  Washington  Qas-Light 
Company,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  paving-commissioners,  to  talce 
np,  lay,  and  replace  all  gas-pipes,  water-mains,  and  connections  on  said 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  such  time  and  places  as  said  paving-commis- 
Wooden  pay-^*^°  ^^J  direct;  and  the  old  wood  paving-blocks,  which  are  required 
ing-blocka.  to  be  removed  under  this  act,  shall  be  delivere<l  to  the  said  Commission- 

ers of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  snch  use  or  disposition  as  they  may 
see  fit  to  make. 
Appropriation.     Qec.  9.  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated 
out  of  any  money  iu  the  Trea«ury  of  the  United  States  not  heretofore 
appropriated,  and  a  like  amount  is  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  District 
Expenses  of ^^  ^^^^^^^^  Commissi jners  to  the  said  paving-commission,  to  defray 
CommUaion.        the  necessary  expenses  of  said  commission. 
Approved,  July  19,  1876. 


Jnlv  91  IfntL     CHAP.  821.— An  act  to  continue  the  proTiaions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  proride 
"  ^     '  temporarily  for  the  expenditnrea  of  the  Government." 


Appropriationa     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howte  of  Repreeeniatives  of  the  VnUed 

for  expenditnrea  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  provisions  of  an  act 

^^  p**^"""™®**'  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 

^V^^^    '  g-  -a  provide  temporarily  for  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,"  approved 

Pwrt* ^1^  1 31  J*!"®  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  approved  July  tenth, 

16a  '  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended 

and  coiltinned  in  full  force  and  effect,  until  and  including  the  thirty-first 

day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Approved,  July  21,  lti76. 

TnW  00  ^tm^      CHAP.  2-34.— An  act  to  anthorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pnrchaae  a  parcel  of  land 
Joiy8g.l87B.  ^y  j^^  j^jjyj^  ^j  g^y  ^^^j  Florida. 

Pnrchaae  of     Be  it  enacted  by  (he  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

land  on  iaiand  of  States  of  Amtrica  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be, 

Kej  Weat  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the  United 

States,  at  a  price  which  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  him  and  the 
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owoafv,  and  not  t<>  exceed  two  thonsand  dollars,  a  c>^rtain  parcel  or 
tnet  not  exceedin<r  five  acres  of  land  clatmed  by  W.  C.  Maloiie}*  and 
wife,  lyinj^  and  sitnate  on  the  island  of  Key  West,  Florida,  and  adjoin- 
ing the  military  reservation  on  said  island :  Provided,  That  the  title  of 
md  parties  to  said  property  shaU  be  found  to  be  in  all  respecfcs  good 
and  valid  in  law  and  eqnity ;  bnt  this  anthority  shall  expire  at  the  end 
of  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  the  necessary  amount  of 
money  to  pay  for  the  said  laud  in  the  event  of  purchase  is  hereby  appro-  Appropriation, 
priated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sac  2.  That  if  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  owners  of  said  property     PowMsion  re- 
shall  be  anable  to  agree  upon  a  price  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  Ji^affrMmen^  ^^ 
fi>r  said  land,  or  if  for  any  reason  the  United  States  shall  fail  to  acquire       ^ 
the  title  to  the  same  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  the  pos- 
session of  said  property,  if  the  same  belongs  to  the  said  Maloney  and 
wiffs,  or  such  part  of  it  as  is  now  or  may  be  occupied  by  the  United 
States,  to  be  restoreil  to  them. 

Approved,  July  22,  1876. 

CSAP.  936  — Ao  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of  the  Amiy  for  the  fianal     j^i^  04  107^ 
jear  endiog  June  thirtioth,  eighteen  hundred  aud  aeventy-seven,  and  for  other  pur-  ^     ' 


Be  \i  ewaeted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representativee  of  the  United  States  Appropriations 
of  America  in  Congrees  osaemi/^d,  That  the  following  sums  be,  aud  the  for  support  of 
saipe  are  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  ^^'jy  ^^  ^^t!^ 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  support  of  the  Army,  for  the  year  end-  Iq^}^^  ®  ' 
iofr  Jnne  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  as  follows: 


KNGINEER  DEPARTMENT. 


For  engineer  depot  at  Willet's  Point,  New  York,  namely :  Engineer  depot 

For  remodeling  portions  of  bridge-equipage  to  make  it  correspond  at  WUlet's  Pomt. 


▼ith  the  new  patterns ;  for  necessary  materials  for  properly  drilling  the 
eaf^neer-companies  in  field-duties ;  for  incidental  expenses  of  the  depot, 
fael,  forage,  chemicals,  stationery,  extra-duty  pay,  purchase  of  animals, 
and  ordinary  repairs,  five  thousand  dollars. 

•  «««#•• 

Sbc.  2,  That  when  any  officer  travels  under  orders,  and  is  not  fur-     ^pmy    officers 
Dished  transportation  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  or  on  a  con-  to  have  mileage. 
Tevance  belonging  to  or  chartered  by  the  United  States,  or  on  any  rail- 
road on  which  the  troops  and  supplies  of  the  United  States  are  entitled 
to  be  transported  free  of  charge,  he  shall  be  allowed  eight  cents  a  mile, 
and  no  more,  for  each  mile  actually  traveled  under  such  order,  distances 
to  be  calculated  by  the  shortest  osually  traveled  route ;  and  so  much  of 
section  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-three  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  or  of    r_  g^  1273   p. 
tny  act  as  conflicts  with  the  provisions  of  this  section,  is  hereby  re-  S^,  amended.' 
pealed ;  and  no  part  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  this  act  shall  be  used 
lor  the  payment  of  any  officer  of  the  field  or  line  who,  by  appointment 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  in  the  performance  of  any  duties  of  a  civil  nature     Army    officers 
in  or  abont  any  of  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  (Government  other  not  to  have  addi- 
than  for  his  pay  and  allowances  as  an  officer  of  the  Army.  ^\^^?\    P^y    ^^^ 

*  •  #  #  •  •  ol^"  duties. 

Sbc.  4.  That  the  whole  subject  matter  of  reform  and  reorganization    j.  -  , 

oftheArmyof  the  United  States  shall  be  referred  to  the  commission  gj^nj?^^,^^"'^ 
lierelDafter  provided  for,  who  shall  carefully  and  thoroughly  examine  Army, 
into  the  matter  with  reference  to  the  demands  of  the  public  service,  as    Post,  p.  916. 
to  the  number  and  pay  of  men  and  officers  and  the  nroportion  of  the 
several  arms  and  also  as  to  the  rank  pay  and  duties  of  the  several  staff 
corps,  and  whether  any  and  what  reductions  can  be  made  either  in  the 
line  or  staff,  in  numbers  or  in  pay,  hy  consolidation  or  otherwise  con- 
Bisteiitly  with  the  public  service,  having  in  view  a  just  and  reasonable 
eeoaomy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  the  actual  necessities  of 
the  military  service,  and  the  capacity  for  rapid  and  effective  increase  in 
Ume  of  actual  war.    The  commission  hereby  created  shall  consist  of    Commission 
two  members  of  the  Senate  and  two  members  of  the  House  of  Repre-  constituted, 
aentativesto  be  appointed  by  the  presiding  officers  of  each  Honse  respect- 
ively of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  two  officers  of  the  Army  one  from 

the  line  and  one  from  the  Staff  Corps,  to  be  selected  by  the  President 
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with  special  reference  to  their  knowledge  of  the  organization,  and  cue- 
Duties,  pnerience  in  service.    Such  Commission  shall  assemble  as  soou  as  prac- 
ticable and  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  matters  with  which  they 
are  charged,  and  make  report  to  Congress  by  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session  ihrough  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  alltheeTi- 
dence  record  or  otherwise  which  they  shall  have  received  and  coasld- 
Ezpesses.         ered.    And  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  from 
the  conting:ent  fund  of  the  War  Department  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
such  commission  to  be  expended  ander  the  direction  of  the  president  of 
said  Commission. 
Approved,  July  24, 1876. 

July  S9, 1876.     CHAP.  S39.— An  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  May  eight,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-fonr,  in  regard  to  leave  of  abseooe  of  Army  offioera. 


1874,  ch.  154,         Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  Unite^t 
Amended?'       ^^*^  <*/  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  an  act  approved  May  eighth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four,  in  regard  to  leave  of  absence  of 
Army  officers,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so  amended  that  all  officers 
Leaves  of  ah- on  duty  shall  be  allowed,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
officera.*^  '^""^  sixty  days'  leave  of  absence  without  deduction  of  pay  or  allowance  : 
Proviso.  Providedj  That  the  same  be  taken  oqce  in  two  years:  And  provided 

further,  That  the  leave  of  absence  may  be  extended  to  three  months,  if 
taken  once  only  in  three  years,  or  four  months  if  taken  only  once  in 
four  years. 
This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 
Approved,  July  29, 1876. 

Jnly  31, 1876.     CHA.P.  248.— An  act  making  appropriations  for  nnmlry  civil  expenses  of  the  Govem- 

! ment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Approprla-     Beit  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  Houw  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
tions  for  sundry  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
civil  expenses,    game  ai^  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  objects  hereinafter  expressed,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  namely : 

SURVEYS  OF  NORTH KRN    AND    NORTHWESTERN    LAKES   AND  MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER. 

S '^T'^^y  *  ®J  For  continuing  surveys  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario ;  determination  of 
northVo'stern  ^^P®^"^®  ^^  **^^  ®^  State  surveys  and  construction  of  maps  ;  continna- 
lakes,  etc.  tion  of  triangulatiou  south  from  Chicago  and  east  to  Lake  Erie ;  survey 

of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  miscellaneous,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  IN  AND  AROUND  WASHINGTON. 

Public  grounds  Improvement  and  care  of  public  grounds :  For  filling  in  and  improv- 
m    Washington,  i^^  grounds  south  of  Executive  Mansion,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordinary  care  and  extension  of  green  houses  at  the  nursery,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  ordinary  care  of  Lafayette  Square,  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  annual  repair  of  fences,  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  manure  and  hauling  the  same,  two  thousand  dollars. 
For  painting  iron  fences,  two  thousand  dollars. 
For  repair  of  seats,  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  purchase  and  repair  of  tools,  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  trees,  tree-stakes  lime  and  whitewashing,  three  thousand  dollars. 
For  removing  snow  and  ice,  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  flowers,  pots,  twine,  Italian  lycopodium,  and  so  forth,  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 
For  abating  nuisances,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  care  of  and  repairs  to  fountains  in  the  public  grounds,  five  hundred 

dollars. 

Pedestal    for     For  pedestal  for  the  statue  of  General  George  H.  Thomas,  twenty-five 

^g«o^G«neral  thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  chair- 

Ahomas.     ^j^jj  q£  ^|j^  Committee  on  public  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  Senate 

and  the  chairman  of  public  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  House  of  Bep- 

Co   mittfiA    iA  resentatives  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  select  and  designate 

select^slte.  ^^^^  place  upon  the  public  grounds  in  Washington  City  which  in  their 
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jodn^isnt  will  be  most  appropriate,  where  said  monumoQt  shall  be 
erected. 

•  •  «  «  i»  »  « 

For  repairs  of  the  Ezecative  Mansion,  refnrnishing  the  same,  and  fael    Ezeontive 
for  the  same,  and  for  eare  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  green  houses,  Mansion. 
seTenteen  thoosand  dollars. 

•  •  •  *  •  «  • 

For  lighting  the  Ezeeutive  Mansion,  namely,  for  gas,  pay  of  lamp-    Lighting  Exec- 
lighters,  ^as-fitteni  pinmbers  and  plnmbing,  lamps  lamp-posts,  matches  ntive  Manaion. 
ud  repairs  of  all  kinds,  fnel  for  watchmen's  lodges  and  for  green  houses 
at  the  nursery,  ninetee  1  thousand  dollars:  Promd^,  That  the  superin- 
t^ent  of  meters  at  the  Capitol  shall  hereafter  take  the  statement  of    State  of  meters 
the  meters  of  the  several  Department  buildings  in  the  city  of  Washing-  baiidinm*  to  *Se 
too,  sod  render  to  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart-  taken,  So, 
ment  the  consumption  of  gas  each  month  in  said  buildinj^  respectively. 

For  repairing  and  extending  water-pipes,  purchase  of  apparatus  to     Water-pipes, 
eleiQ  tbem,  and  for  cleaning  the  springs  that  supply  the  Capitol,  Exec-  etc. 
Qtive  Mansion,  and  War  and  Navy  Departments,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordinary  repairs  to  Benning's  and  the  Anacostia  and  Chain  bridges,     Benning's,  An. 
one  thoosand  dollars.  a  o  o  s  1 1  a,  and 

Waahiogton  aqnednct:  For  engineering,  maintenance,  and  general  ^^*°  ?'?**8o»» 
lepainseighteenthonsatid  dollars:  an^fSTaci.'' ^ 

For  repairs  of  Georgetown  reservoir,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvement  and  care  of  all  the  various  public  reservations,  six 
thoosand  dollars. 

Foroontinning  the  improvement  of  Reservation  number  three,  five 
tboasand  dollars. 

For  repairs  and  care  of  the  telegraph  to  connect  the  Capitol  with  the     Depa  r  t  m  e  n  t 
Departments,  and  the  Public  Printing  office,  five  hundred  dollars.  telegraph. 

«  •  •  «  i^  «  « 

For  geographical  sarveys  of  the  Territories  west  of  the  one  hundredth    Oeographi  cal 
neridian,  twenty  thonsand  dollars.  snrveye. 

For  preparing,  engraving,  and  printing  the  cuts,  charts,  plates,  and    Charts,  plates, 
itlas  sheets  for  geographical  surveys  west  of  the  one  hundredth  merid-  oto. 
aan,  ten  thonsand  dollars. 

»  •  «  •  «  «  # 

Approved,  July  31, 1876. 


CHAP. 34d— An  act  to  cnntioaA  thn  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  continne      Aag.  1. 1876. 

tke  prorijiions  of  an  act  entitlod  *An  act  to  provide  temporarily  for  the  expenditures ~~ 

<f  Uie  Government.' " 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Appropriations 
Sialeg  of  America  in  Congress  assembledy  That  the  provisions  of  an  act  for  expenditures 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  JontiSneY"™ 
to  provide  temporarily  for  the  expenditures  of  the  Government '"  ap-  ^^^  65.78. 
proved  July  twenty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  be,  and  95.  •  pp-  "^  ^ 
the  same  are  hereby,  extended  and  continued  in  full  force  and  effect  Po«e,pp.  131,168. 
Qotil  and  including  the  tenth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
•ereoty-six. 

Approved,  Augost  1, 1876. 

CHAP.  9S<».->An  act  providing  for  the  completion  of  the  Washington  Monument  Ang.  2. 1876. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United     Appropriation. 
^taof  America  in  Congress  asseTnbled,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  payable  in  four  equal 
annoal  instalments  to  continue  the  construction  of  the  Washington 
MonnmeDt  in  the  city  of  Washington :  Provided,  That  before  anypor-    '^*Bl»i»fi:ton 
tion  of  Mid  sum  shall  be  expended,  the  proper  officers  of  the  Washington  Monument. 
Vatiooal  Monument  Society,  incorporated  by  the  act  approved  February 
tweotj-sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Washington  National  Monument  Society,"  shall  transfer     Property  to  bo 
and  ooDvey  to  the  United  States  in  due  form  aU  the  property,  easements,  tran  sf  erred  to 
rights,  and  privileges,  whether  in  possession,  or  in  action,  or  in  expect-  ^jg^    v  g- 
<oc7,  belonging  to  the  said  corporation,  to  the  uses  and  for  the  purposes    n  stat,  386. 
set  forth  in  said  act  of  incorporation;   and  the  said  charter  is  so 
amended  as  to  authorize  the  executive  officers  of  said  corporation  to     society  may 
make  said  transfer  and  conveyance  in  consideration  of  the  sum  herein  oontinae    orgaxr- 
appropriated :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  izatlon.  /^  ooqIp 
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prohibit  said  society  from  continaing  its  organizatioQ  for  the  purpose  of 
soliciting  and  collecting  money  and  material  from  the  States,  associa- 
tions, and  the  people,  m  aid  of  the  completion  of  the  Monament  and 
acting  in  an  advisory  and  co-operative  capacity  with  the  Commission 
hereinafter  named  until  the  completion  and  dedication  of  the  same. 
CommiMion  to  And  the  construction  of  said  monument  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 

an  per  vise  COD- supervision  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  Supervising 

straction.  Architect  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol,  the 

Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  the  First  Vice 
President  of  the  Washington  National  Monument  Society,  which  ofldcen 
are  hereby  constituted  a  joint  commission  for  that  purpose,  and  in  ae- 
oordance  with  the  laws  regulating  contracts  and  the  construction  of 

£.  Beports.  public  bnildings  by  the  Treasury  Department;  and  detailed  reports  of 

such  expenditures  shall  be  annually  submitted  to  Congress. 
Ezamioatlon  of     Sec.  2.  That  prior  to  commencing  any  work  on  said  monument  an 

foundation.  examination  shall  be  made  as  to  the  foundation  of  the  monument  in 

order  to  thoroughly  ascertain  whether  it  is  sufficient  to '  sustHin  the 
weight  of  the  completed  structure,  and  if  the  same  shall  be  found  in- 
sufficient then  the  further  continuance  of  the  work  shall  not  be  author- 
ized by  anything  herein  contained  until  the  further  action  of  CoDgnass. 
Approved,  August  2, 1876. 

Ans.  IS,  1876.     CHAP.  964.^An  act  to  Goatinne  the  proviaions  of  ui'act  entiUod  "An  act  to  provide 
'. temporarily  for  the  exp^iditnree  of  the  GovernmenL" 


Appropriations  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United 
for  support  of  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  provisions  of  an  act  en- 
tiSne^L         °°°'  ^'^^^^  ''^^  »<^*  ^  continue  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to 

Jrovide  temporarily  for  the  expenditures  of  the  (government,'  approved 
nne  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,"  approved  July  thirty- 
w'^aa!'  ^^*  ^*  ^^*  fi™*»  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
'Pott,  p.  168.       extended  and  continued  in  full  force  and  effect,  nntU  and  including  the 
fourteenth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 
Approved,  August  12,  1876. 

Ang.  14, 1876.     CHAP.  S67.— An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  constractlon,  repair,  preservstioB, 
and  completion  of  certain  public  iirorks  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  tor  oth«-  par- 
poses. 

Appropriations  Be  it  enaci^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
hiuhon.  ® '^ '  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  following  sums  of  money 
be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  repair,  preservation,  constractlon, 
and  completion  of  the  following  public  works  hereinafter  named. 

Dunkirk.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Dunkirk,  New  York,  eighteen 

thousand  dollars. 

BaflUa  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Buffalo,  New  York,|eighty-five 

thousand  dollars. 

Wilson.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Wilson,  New  York,  ten  thou- 

sand dollars. 

Oak  Orchard.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Oak  Orchard,  New  York  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Pultneyville.  Yot  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Pultneyville,  New  York  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Great  S  o  d  u  s  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Great  Sodus  Bay,  New  York, 
^y*  five  thousand  dollars. 

Hell  Gate.  y(,r  removing  obstructions  in  the  East  River  and  Hell  Gate,  New  York, 

two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Superior  Bay.  For  the  improvement  of  the  natural  entrance  to  Superior  Bay,  Wis- 
consin, three  thousand  dollars. 

Dn  Lath.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Da  Lnth,  Minnesota,  fifteen 

thousand  dollars.  Said  appropriation  is  made  upon  the  express  condi- 
tion that  it  shall  be  without  prHudice  to  either  party  in  the  suit  now 
pending  between  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  plaintiff,  and  the  city  of  Du 
Luth  and  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  defendants. 

Ontonagon.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Ontonagon,  Michigan,  fifteen 

thousand  dollars. 

Eagle  Harbor.  For  the  improvement  of  Eagle  Harbor,  Michigan,  twelve  thousand 
dollars. 

Marquette.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Marquette,  Michigan,  two 

thousand  dollars. 
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Lndington. 
Pentwftter. 


White  River. 


Mnskegan. 
Grand  Hftyen. 
Green  Bay. 


Menomonee. 


Ahnepee. 


,  Two  KiTers. 


SandaskyCity 
Yormillion. 


Cleyeland. 


For  the  improvemeDt  of  the  harbor  at  Frankfort,  Michigan,  three    Frankfort 
tbooaand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  ManiBtee,  Michigan,  foarteen 
tboasand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Lndington,  Michigan  ten  thon- 
Band  dolhus. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Pentwater,  Michigan,  ten  thon- 
aand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  White  River,  Michigan,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Maskegan,  Michigan,  fifteen 
thoasand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Grand  Haven,  Michigan,  fifteen 
thoosaod  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  eight 
thonsaod  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Menomonee,  Wisconsin,  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Ahnepee,  Wisconsin,  eight 
thooBand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Two  Rivers,  Wisconsin,  five  y^ 
thoasand  dollars.  •  V 

For  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  Saint  Anthony,  Minnesota,  one    Falls  of  Saint 
hsDdred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Anthony. 

For  the  improvement  of  Minnesota  River,  Minnesota,  ten  thousand  ^.^li^ne  sot  a 
dolkis.  ^^*»^- 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  sixty  thousand    Toleda 
dolkis. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sandusky  City  Ohio,  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Vermillion,  Ohio,  five  thousand 
doUsrs. 

For  a  breakwater  at  Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  repair  of  east  pier  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  eight  thousand  ^o^^a^rs;.  '^*^^®'**  Jj 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  authorized  to  agree  with  the  Pitts-  Pittsburgh    and 
hnrgh  and  Cleveland  Railroad  Company  for  such  use  and  occupancy  of  Cleveland   Rail- 
Bsid  pier  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  interests,  upon  such  terms  and  road  Company, 
eooditions  as  he  deems  reasonable  and  iust ;  and  in  case  said  railroad- 
eompany  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  an  agreement  satisfactory  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  a  certificate  of  that  fact  to  the  Attoraey- 
General  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  latter  officer  to  enforce  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  in  the  premises  by  appropriate  action. 

For  the  improvement  of  Connecticut  River  below  Hartford  Connecti- 
cut, twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  ten 
thoasand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,     ^®^  Bedford, 
ten  thousand  dollars.  t>         k        f 

For  the  improvement  of  Penobscot  River,  Maine,  ten  thousand  dol- j^^^®  "  **  "  ■  ®  **  * 
lars;  fonrthoosand  dollars  of  which  shall  be  expended  at  or  near  the 
''Narrows"  in  said  river  at  Bucksport. 

For  the  improvement   of  Cocheco  River,  New  Hampshire,  fourteen 
thoasand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  twenty 
thoasand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Swanton,  Vermont,  two  thou- 
ttsd  dollars. 

For  the  constmction  of  Ice  Harbor  at  Chester  Pennsylvania,  two 
fhoaaand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  Passaic  River,  New  Jersey,  ten  thousand 
dollars 

For  removing  obetmctions  from,  and  the  improvement  of,  the  harbor 
It  Wilmington,  Delaware,  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  constmction  of  piers  in  Delaware  Bay  near  Lewes,  Delaware, 
thirty  thoasand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Chicago,  Hlinois,  five  thousand 
doUtra. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  Rapids,  Mississippi  River,    Dee  Hoine 
twohandredand  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Rapida. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  seventy-    Baltimore. 


Conneotiont 
River. 

Fall  River. 


Cocheoo  River. 


Burlington. 


Swanton. 


Chester. 


Paaaaio  River. 

'Wilmington. 

Lewes. 


Chleaga 


five  thoasand  doUars. 
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lUpitabannock     For  the  improvement  of  the  Rappahannock  River,  Virginia,  ten  thoo- 
River.  sand  dollars. 

James  River.       For  the  improvement  of  James  River,  Virginia,  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 
Gape    Fear     For  the  improvement  of  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  one  han- 
RiTer.  dred  and  thirty-two  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars. 

rrench  Broad     For  the  improvement  of  the  French  Broad  River  between  Brevard  and 
Ri^er.  ^Q  Buncombe  County  line,  North  Carolina,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

PamUoo  River      For  the  improvement  of  Pamlico  River,  North  Carolina,  fifteen  thoa- 

sand  dollars. 
Hiawaesee     For  the  improvement  of  the  Hiawassee  River,  Tennessee,  t«n  thoa- 
River.  sand  dollars. 

Camber  land     For  the  improvement  of  Cumberland  River  above  the  city  of  Nash- 
River.  ville,  Tennessee,  from  Nashville  to  the  Kentucky  line,  fifteen  thousand 

dollars ;  and  thence  to  the  foot  of  Smith's  Shoals,  ten  thousand  dollars ; 
and  for  Smith's  Shoals,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ;  and  from  Smith's 
Shoals  to  the  Falls  of  the  Cumberland,  two  thousand  dollars. 
Great Eanawba     For  the  improvement  of  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  West  Virginia, 
River.  inolnding  the  purchase  of,  and  full  payment  for,  sites  for  dams  and 

locks,  between  the  Great  Falls  and  the  Ohio  River,  not  exceeding  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars,  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars 
Little  Kanawha     yoj  removal  of  Beaver  and  Nailor  Bend  rocks,  and  for  cleaning  out 
^®''  snags  and  fallen  trees  in  the  little  Kanawha,  West  Virginia,  seven  thou- 

sand and  three  hundred  dollars. 
Savannah.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  sixty-two 

thousand  dollars. 
Chattahoochie     For  the  improvement  of  the  Cbattahoochie  and  Flint  Rivers,  Georgia, 
and  FUnt Rivera,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
CypreesBayon.     For  continuing  the  work  of  dredging  and  removing  obstructions  to 

navigation  in  Cypress  Bayou,  Texas,  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

Sabine  Pass,     ^^^  ^'^^  improvement  at  Sabine  Pass,  and  for  improvement  of  Blue 

Sabine  and  Ne'  Buck  Bar  and  Sabine  Bay,  and  for  deepening  the  channel  over  the  bar 

ches  Rivera.         at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  River,  and  for  deepening  of  the  channel  over 

the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Neches  River,  where  these  rivers  enter  Sabine 

Bay,  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

Pass  Cavallo.       For  the  improvement  of  Pass  Cavallo,  inlet  to  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas, 

twenty  thousand  dollars. 
Coosa  River.         For  the  improvement  of  the  Coosa  River,  Geor«^ia  and  Alabama  be- 
tween Rome  and  the  Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad  bridge,  thirty 
thousand  dollars. 
Oachita  River.      For  the  improvement  of  Oochita  River,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 

twelve  thousand  dollars. 
Cedar  Keys.         For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Cedar  Keys,  Florida,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 
Lower  Willam-     For  the  improvement  of  the  Lower  Willamette  and  Columbia  Rivers 
bia*R??er«  ^™  Portland,  Oregon,  to  the  sea,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Upper  WiUam-     For  the  improvement  of  the  Upper  Willamette  River,  Oregon,  twenty 
ette  River.  thousand  dollars. 

Upper  Colum.     For  the  improvement  of  the  Upper  Columbia,  including  Snake  River, 
bU  River.  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Oakland   Har-     For  the  improvement  of  Oakland  Harbor,  California,  to  be  applied  to 
bor.  finishing  training  walls  and  dredging  between  them,  seventy-five  thou- 

sand dollars. 
San  Joaquin     For  the  improvement  of  San  Joaquin  River,  California,  twenty  thou- 
River.  gand  dollars. 

Delawaie River.     For  the  improvement  of  the  Delaware  River  below  Potty's  Island, 

*  forty  thousand  dollars. 
Red  River.  For  removing  raft  in  Red  River  and  closing  Tone's  Bayou,  Louisiana, 

thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Little  Sodas     For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Little  Sodns  Bay,  New  York, 
^*y*  five  thousand  dollars. 

Schuylkill     For  the  improvement  of  the  Schuylkill  River,  Pennsylvania  twenty 
River.  thousand  dollars. 

Bridgeport.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  ten 

thousand  dollars. 
Soutbport.  ^^^  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sonthport,  Connecticut,  five  thou- 

sand dollars. 
Black  Lake.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Black  Lake,  Michigan,  fifteen 

thousand  dollars. 
Sangatnok.  ^^^  ^^®  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sangatnck,  Michigan,  three 

thousand  dollars.  ^  I 
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For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Saiot  Joseph's,  Michigan,     Saint  Joseph's, 
twelve  thoosand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Manitowoo,  Wisconsin,  eij^bt     Manitowoo. 
thoasaod  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  six     Sheboygan, 
thousand  dollars. 

For  Uie  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Port  Washington,  Wisconsin,     Port  Washing- 
eight  tboQsand  dollars.  ^°* 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Oswego,  New  York,  ninety     Oswego. 
thoDsand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  Hadson  River,  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Hudson  River. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Appomattox  River,  Virginia,  thirty  thoa-     Appom  a  1 1  o  z 
■md  dollars.  Biver. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  South  Branch  of  Elizabeth  River,  Yir-     Sonth   Branch 
ginia,  fi  ve  thousand  dollars.  EliKabeth  River. 

For  the  improvement  of  Nansemond  River,  Virginia,  five  thousand    Nansemond 
dollars.  »       K       »  ^^^^ 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Yazoo  River,  Mississippi,  fifteen  thousand    Yasoo  River. 
dollaiB. 

For  the  improvement  of  White  River  at  Buffalo  Shoals,  Arkansas,  ten    White  River, 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  Perquimons  River,  North  Carolina,  two  thou-    Perq  a  i  m  o'n  s 
asDd  five  hundred  dollars.  River. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  ten    Charleston, 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Etowah  River,  Qeorgia,  ten  thousand    Etowah  River. 
doUsn. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Ocmulgee  River,  Georgia,  fifteen  thou-  OcmalgeeRlver. 
land  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  New  River  from  the  lead-mines  in  Wythe     New  River. 
CoQDtj,  Virginia,  to  the  mouth  of  Green-brier  River,  West  Virginia, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  thirty-five 
thoosand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Warrior  and  Tombigbee  River,  Alabama, 
iifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Choctawhatchie  River,  Florida  and  Ala-     Choctaw  h  a  t  • 
bioa,  five  thousand  dollars.  ©hie  River. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  on  the  outer  bar  at  Galveston,  Texas,     Galveston, 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Missouri  River  above  the  mouth  of  the    HissouriRiver. 
Yellowstone,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  Chester  River  at  Kent  Island  Narrows,  Mary-     Chester  River, 
land,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Wicomico  River,  Maryland,  five  thousand     w  i  o  o  m  i  o  o 
dollars.  River. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City  Indiana,  thirty    Michigan  City 
fire  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  River  oppo-    Mississippi 
nte  the  city  of  Saint  Louis,  Missouri,  by  the  construction  of  a  low  dam  River. 
^atm  the  channel  east  of  Arsenal  island,  known  as  Cahokia  Chute, 
ud  in  the  revetment  of  said  island,  twenty-nine  thousand,  six  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Rush  Chute  and  the  harbor  of  Burling-    Borlington. 
ton,  Iowa,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  ten  thou-    Fort  Madison, 
nnd  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  South  Haven,  Michigan,  ten    sonth  Haven, 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  Saint  Mary's  River  and  Saint  Mary's  Falls    Saint  Mary's 
Canal,  Michigan,  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  River. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Cheboygan,  Michigan,  ten     Cheboygan, 
tbonsand  dollars. 

For  the  improvement  of  An  Sable  River,  Michigan,  one  thousand  dol-    An  SableRiver 
Ian. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Saginaw  River,  Michigan,  eleven  thou-    saginaw  River. 
Buid  dollars. 

,  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Mil wankee,  Wisconsin,  t we :i  fcy -    Milwaakoe. 
ax  thousand  dollars. 


Norfolk. 

Warrior  and 
T  o  m  b  i  g  ble  e 
Rivers. 
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Kenosha.  For  the  JDiprovement  of  the  barhor  at  Kenoaha,  WUconsin,  eight 

thousand  dollars. 
Mis  8  is 0  i  p  p  i     For  the  improyemeDt  of  the  Mississippi  River  ahove  the  Falls  of  Saint 
Blver.  Anthony,  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  no  part  of  which  shall  be  expeuded 

upon  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony. 
Monroe.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Monroe,  Michigan,  five  then- 

sand  dollars. 
Chsrlevoiz.  For  the  Improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Charlevoix,  Michigan,  ten  thoQ- 

sand  dollars. 
Thunder  Bay.       For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Thunder  Bay,  Michigan,  four 

thousand  five  handred  dollars. 
AshtabolA.  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Ashtabala,  Ohio,  five  thousand 

dollars. 
Port  Clinton.        For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Port  Clinton,  Ohio,  Ave  thoa- 

sand  dollars. 
Fairport.  For  the  improvement  of  Fairport  Harbor,  Ohio,  five  thonsand  dollars. 

Black  River.         For  repair  of  piers  at  month  of  Black  River,  Ohio,  six  thousand  dol- 
lars. 
Fox  and  Wis-     ^^^  ^^®  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers,  two  hundred 
cousin  Kirert.      and  seventy  thousand  dollars. 
£^Q^  For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Erie/ Pennsylvania,  forty  tboa- 

sand  dollars. 
Block  Island.        For  the  improvement  of  the  breakwater  at  Block  Island,  Rhode 

Island,  forty  thonsand  dollars. 
Boston.  For  the  improvement  of  the  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  fifty  thou- 

sand dollars. 
Little    Nana-     ^^^  ^^^  improvement  of  Little  Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and 
gansott  Bay.        Connecticut,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Kennebnnk     ^^^  ^®  improvement  of  the  Kennebunk  River,  Maine,  five  thonsand 
Biver.  dollars. 

Belfast.  Foi*  ^bo  improvement  of  Belfast  Harbor,  Maine,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Ronndoat.  ^^^  ^^^^  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Roundout,  New  York,  thirty 

thousand  dollars. 
Port  Jefferson.      For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Port  Jeflferson,  Long  Island, 

New  York,  six  thonsand  dollars. 
Staten    Island     For  the  improvement  of  the  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New 
Channel  Jersey,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Provincetown.      ^or  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Provinoetown,  Massachusetts, 

four  thousand  dollars. 
New  CasUew         ^^^  ^^^  construction  of  piers  of  Ice  Harbor,  and  removing  obstruc- 
tions at  New  Castle,  Delaware,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 
Harbor  of  Ref-     For  the  improvement  of  the  Harbor  of  Refuge,  Lake  Huron,  Michi- 
«igo,LakeHarou.  gan,  including  removal  of  the  wreck  of  the  "  City  of  Buffalo,"  seventy- 
five  thonsand  dollars. 
Chippewa     For  the  improvement  of  the  Chippewa  River,  Wisconsin,  ten  thousand 
Hiver.  dollars. 

Wabash  River      ^^^  ^^^  improvement  of  the  Wabash  River,  Indiana,  seventy  thou- 

'  sand  dollars. 
Calnmet  ^^^  ^^®  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Calumet,  Illin6is,  twenty  thou- 

sand dollars. 
Illinois  Biver.       For  ^^^  improvement  of  the  Illinois  River,  Illinois,  forty  thonsand 

dollars. 
Red   River  of     ^^r  the  improvement  of  the  Red  River  of  the  North,  Minnesota,  ten 
the  North.  thousand  dollars. 

Upper  Missis-     ^^^  **^®  improvement  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River,  thirty  thousand 
aippi  River.         dollars ;  and  seven  thousand  dollars  thereof  may  be  applied,  if  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  deem  it  for  the  public  interest,  in  constructing  the 
BelVs   wine-  z^^^ssary  machinery  used  in  Captain  Edward  Bell's  process  for  building 
dams.  wing-dams,  and  applying  said  process  in  the  improvement  of  said  river. 

Rook    Island     ^^^  ^^®  improvement  of  Rock  Island  Rapids,  Mississippi  River,  twenty- 
Rapids,  five  thousand  dollars. 

Mississippi,     For  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and    Arkansas 
Missouri, and Ar- Rivers,  one  hundred  thonsand  dollars:  Provided,  That  ten  thousand 
kansas  Rivers,     dollars  thereof  shall  be  expended  for  removing  the  bar  at  Fort  Smith, 
Proviso.  Arkansas :  And  provide  further,  That  forty   thousand   dollars  of  the 

above  sum  shall  be  expended  on  the  Missouri  River,  including  improve- 
ments opposite  Saint  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  at  Nebraska  City. 
M  ississippi.     ^^^  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  the  mouths  of 
River.  '  the  Illinois  and  Ohio  Rivers,  (fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  which  are  to  be 

expeuded  between  the  months  of  the  Illinois  and  Missouri  Rivers,  and 
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thirty  thoiuand  dollars  of  which  are  to  be  expended  between  the  foot  of 

Dickey  Island  and  the  month  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  five  tbonsand  dol-     Howexponded. 

Ian  of  which  are  to  be  expended  between  islands  Number  Fourteen  and 

Number  Fifteea  near  the  town  of  Kaskasia,  Illinois,)  two  hundred 

tbfxisaDd  dollars. 

For  removal  of  a  bar  in  the  Mississippi  River  opposite  Dubnque,  Iowa,    Mississippi 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  ^*^®'- 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  River,  one  hundred  and  seventy-    OhioBiver. 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  annual  expMonse  of  gaugiufi^  the  waters  of  the  Lower  Missis-     Lower  Missis- 
sippi snd  its  tribataries  and  for  continuing  observations  of  the  rise  and  s^PPU      g^-^K^g 
fiulof  the  same,  as  required  by  joint  resolution  of  February  twenty-  ^j^^'Kes  40 
fint,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  five  thousand  dollars.  "^  16  gt  598 

R.  S.;§95a,  p. 

1031. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  River,  two  hundred  and  sev-    TennesMeRiv- 
«Dty  thousand  dollars;  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  which  are  to  be  ex-  ^'* 
pended  above  Chattanooga,  and  the  remaining  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
fire  thousand  dollars  are  to  expended  upon  Muscle  Shoals. 

To  ascertain  in  current  and  next  fiscal  years,  as  required  by  act  of    soath  Pass  of 
March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  the  depth  of  water  and  MiMiuippi  Riv- 
Tidlh  of  channel  secured  and  maintained,  from  time  to  time,  by  James  er.    d  ep  t  h    of 
E  Esds,  at  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  to  enable  the  Sec-  ^<^^'* 
retsiy  of  War  to  report  during  the  construction  of  the  work  the  pay-     ^^^  j^^  ^^ 
mentsmade  from  time  to  time  and  the  probable  times  of  other  pay-     i8Stat.,46s! 
ments,  and  to  report  during  the  construction  of  the  work  all  important 
fKts  relating  to  the  progress  of  the  same,  materials  used,  and  the  char- 
seter  and  permanencv  with  which  the  said  jettee  and  auxiliary  works 
are  heiog  constructed,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  construction  of  a  canal  around  the  cascades  of  the  Columbia    Columbia  Riv- 
River  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  ninety  thousand  dollars ;  of  which  amount  er  CanaL 
the  Secretary  of  War  is  authorized  to  expend  so  much  as,  in  his  Judg- 
ment, may  be  neoeeaary  and  proper  to  secure  title  and  right  of  way  for 
eaosl  and  locks,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and 
vbenever,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  work,  it  shall  have  become  ne- 
ocsnry  to  obtain  the  right  of  wav  over  any  lands  for  the  said  canal  and    Proviso, 
kcka,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  take  possession  of  and  use  the  said 
iaods,  after  having  purchased  the  same,  or,  in  case  the  said  lands  can- 
not be  purchased  for  a  reasonable  price,  then  after  having  paid  for  the 
«me,  or  secured  the  value  thereof,  which  value  may  be  ascertained  in 
the  mode  provided  by  the  laws  of  Oregon  for  the  condemnation  of  lands  . 
for  public  uses  in  that  State.    The  Department  of  Justice  shall  represent 
the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  any  legal  proceedings  under  this 
act  to  obtain  the  right  of  way  for  said  canal. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Racine,  Wisconsin  eight  thou-    RaoiDOw 
lasd  dollars. 

For  the  continuing  of  the  work  on  the  ship-channel  in  Galveston  Bay,     Galveston  Bay. 
fierenty-two  thousand  dollars ;  to  be  expended  between  Red  Fish  Bar 
and  Morgan's  Point. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  River,  one  bun-    ^^nth  of  Mls- 
dred  thousand  dollars :  Provided,  That  this  appropriation  shall  not  be  gisHippl  River, 
available  whenever  and  so  long  as  there  shall  be  an  open  channel  of    Proviso, 
eighteen  feet  of  water,  at  mean  tide,  to  and  from  the  sea  through  the 
8onth  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  tne  Secretary  of  War  to  apply  the  moneys     How  appropri. 
Wrein  appropriated  as  far  as  may  be  by  contract,  except  when  epecific  atioos  to  be  ap- 
estimates  cannot  be  made  for  the  particular  work,  or  where,  in  the  judg-  P^*®^  ^^^    ®*' 
nent  of  said  Secretary,  the  work  cannot  be  contracted  at  prices  advan-  P®°°®^ 
tageous  to  the  Government,  and  except  the  appropriations  made  for 
examinations  and  surveys ;  and  such  contracts  shall  be  made  after  suf- 
ficient pnblic  advertisement  fpr  proposals,  in  such  form  and  manner  as 
tbeSeoetary  of  War  shall  prescribe;  and  such  contracts  shall  be  made 
vith  the  lowest  responsible  bidders  therefor,  accompanied  by  such  secu- 
rities as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  require. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  a  survey    Sarvey  of  ship, 
for  a  Bhijvchannel  through  Galveston  Bay,  beginning  at  twelve  feet  water  channel  in  Gal- 
in  the  month  of  the  San  Jacinto  River  and  running  out  of  the  mouth  of  ^®"*^°  ^y- 
wid  river  east  of  Morgan's  Point  to  the  present  channel,  through  Red 
ruh  Bar;  thence  through  the  same,  extending  through  Galveston  Har- 
bor, passing  west  of  Half  Moun  Shouls  and  Pelican  Island,  and  to 
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twelve  feet  water  in  Galveston  Channel ;  and  to  canse  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  same  to  be  made  and  of  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
same,  with  the  route  to  the  head  of  Bolivar  Channel ;  and  of  the  effects 
of  the  completion  of  each  of  said  channels  on  the  Galreeton  Harbor  as 
to  shoaling  or  deepening  the  same,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress  by 
the  first  &y  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  the  cost 
thereof  not  to  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fbr^ 
Appropriation  thousand  dollars  hereinafter  appropriated.    And  the  sum  of  forty  thou- 
for  repairs  and  g^^^  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  for  incidental  repairs  of  harbors  for 
sorveys.  which  there  is  no  special  appropriation  provided  for  by  law,  and  for  ex- 

amination and  survey  of  such  rivers  and  harbors,  as  in  the  Jndgmeot 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  subserve  the  general  interests  of  com- 
merce. 
BeportobvSec-     Skc.  3.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  report  to 
S^^'Ztrr   wff  Conyess  on  the  first  Monday  of  December  next  what  legislation,  in  his 
lation  and  unlaw' opinion,  is  necessary  to  protect  the  breakwaters,  piers,  and  other  public 
fnl  nae  of  piers,  works  constructed  by  the  United  States  against  trespasses  npon  or  in- 
etc  jary  thereto ;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  report  to 

Congress  at  its  next  session  all  the  instances  in  the  United  States  is 
which  piers,  breakwaters,  or  other  structures  or  works  built  or  mada 
bv  the  United  States  in  aid  of  commerce  or  navigation,  are  used,  ooca- 
pied,  or  ipjnred  by  a  corporation  or  an  individual,  and  the  extent  and 
mode  of  such  use,  occupation,  or  injury,  and  the  facts  touching  tbe 
same.  Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  and  unlawfully  injure  any  pier, 
breakwater,  or  other  work  of  the  United  States  for  the  improvement 
of  rivers  or  harbors  or  navigation  in  the  United  States,  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 
Approved,  August  14, 1876. 


Aug.  15, 1878.     CHAP.  997.— An  act  making  appropriationa  for  tbe  leglalativa.  ezeoatlTe.  and  Jadi- 

cial  expeusea  of  th«  Govemment  for  the  year  ending  Jane  thirtieth,  eighteen^bu- 

dred  and  seveuty-aeven,  and  for  other  purpoaea. 

Appropriations     Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreemlatives  of  the  Unilei 
for     ^Jf**[***^J'  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and 
df^  ezpenaei    ^^®  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treas- 
nry  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in  full  compensation,  for  the  service  of 
tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  for  the  objects  hereinafter  expressed,  namely : 


PUBUC  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS. 

Salaries.  p^^  clerk  in  the  Office  of  Public  Baildings  and  Grounds,  one  thousand 

four  hundred  dollars. 
For  messenger  in  tbe  same  office,  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 
For  landscape  gardener,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 
For  the  laborer  in  charge  of  tbe  water-closets  in  the  Capitol,  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  a  foreman  and  laborers  employed  in  the  public  grounds,  fifteen 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars. 

For  two  laborers  in  the  Capitol,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  furnace-keeper  in  charge  of  heating  apparatus  under  the  old  hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  eight  hundred  and  sixty  four  dollars. 
For  the  person  in  charge  of  the  heating  apparatus  of  the  Library  of 
Architect     of  Congress  and  other  steam-heating  apparatus  in  the  central  building. 
Capitol  to  have  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars :  Provided,  That  the  Architect  of 
w^ifinS  ^^^  ^^^®  ^*P*^^^  ®^^^^  ^^^^^  *^®  *^*™  *°^  superintendence  of  the  Capitol 
g.  including,  lighting,  and  shall  submit  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 

rior, estimates  thereof:  And  provided  further.  That  all  the  duties  rela- 
tive to  the  Capitol  building  heretofore  performed  by  the  Commissioner 
Office  of  public  buildings  and  grounds,  shall  hereafter  be  performed  by  the 

Architect  of  the  Capitol,  whose  office  shall  be  in  the  Capitol  building. 
Executive  Man-     For  the  following  employees  at  the  Executive  Mansion,  namely:  For 
aion,  employes,    f nrnace-keeper,  eieht  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars ;  one  night-watch- 
man, at  nine  hundred  dollars;  one  night  usher,  at  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars ;  two  day-ushers,  one  at  the  President's  door  and  one  at 
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the  door  of  the  Secretary  at  one  thonsand  two  hundred  dollars  each  • 
and  two  door-keepers  at  twelve  hnudred  dollars  each ;  in  all,  seven' 
thousand  seyen  hundred  and  sixty-fonr  dollars. 

For  two  draw-keepers  for  Navy- Yard  and  Upper  Bridges,  and  for  fael,    Draw-keepers. 
<m1.  and  lamps,  one  thonsand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  watchman  in  Franklin  Square,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.     Watohmen    in 

For  watchman  at  La  Fayette  Square,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dol-  groands. 
krs. 

For  two  watchmen  in  Smithsonian  Grounds,  at  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  doUars  each,  fourteen  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  one  bridge-keeper  at  Chain  Bridge,  seven  hundred  and  twenty    Bridge- keeper, 
dollars. 

For  eontincent  and  incidental  expenses,  five  hundred  dollars.  Contingent  ex- 

9  •  «  ««  *  «  penses. 

Is  TH«  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. — One  chief  clerk,  at    Engineer    Bn- 
tvo  thousand  dollars ;   four  clerks  of  class  four ;   three  clerks  of  class  ^^^' 
three ;  three  clerks  of  class  two  ;  three  clerks  of  class  one  ;  oue  messen- 
ger; two  laborers;  in  all,  twenty-four  thousand  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  namely :  For  stationery,  office  furniture, 
miseellaneous  and  incidental  expenses,  including  purchase  of  profes- 
sonal  books  and  maps,  three  thousand  dollars. 

8ec.  8.  That  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  survey  of    Survey     of 
the  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  Railways  between  Council  Bluffs,  ^°}°°  ^*®/tJ*' 
Iowa,  and  Sacramento,  California,  to  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  resoln-  *{fl|.  Raihraya  * 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  the  twelfth  day  of  July,    p^^     gj^   * 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  ten  thousand  dollars.  ' 

Approved,  August  15, 1876. 


Aug.  15, 1876.  • 

{NaS.]  Joint  resolution  amending  the  Eighth  Section  of  the  act  "making  appro- 
priitiMis  for  the  IcKislatlve,  execntive,  and  Judicial  expenaes  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  ending  Jime  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  aeventy-Beven,  and  for 
•tbefpurpo.sa.''^  1876,     oh.   887. 

*^*^^  Ante,     p.    169, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  amended. 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  section  eight  of  the  act 
Baking  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  ex- 
penses of  tbe  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen 
bondred  and  seventy-seven,  and  for  other  purposes,  be  amended  by 
itriking  out  the  words  ''twelfth  day  of  July,'' and  inserting,  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  "  nineteenth  day  of  July." 
Approved,  August  15, 1876. 


FORTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS,  FIRST  SESSION. 

Congress  of  the  United  States, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives ^  July  19,  1876. 

Mr.  Jenks  submitted  the  following,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  that  the  measurements  of  the  distances  on  the  Union  Pacific 
and  Central  Pacific  Railroads  upon  which  bonds  were  issued  by  the  Government  to  the 
conpanies  owning  said  railroad,  was  hastily  and  inaccurately  made ;  therefore, 

Biiolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
detail  a  sufficient  force  from  the  Engineer  Corps  of  the  Army  to  make  a  careful  and 
exact  survey  of  the  distances  of  said  roads  between  Omaha  and  Sacramento,  distin- 
guiahing  between  the  sections  for  which  bonds  were  issued  to  the  companies  at  differ- 
ent rates,  exhibiting  the  number  of  miles  at  each  rate,  designating  the  points  between 
which  the  different  rates  were  charged,  and  report  the  result  of  the  survey  to  this 
Home  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Attest: 

Geo.  M.  Adams,  Clerk, 

10  £ 
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ways. 


Tolls. 


ProTiso. 


Proviso. 


ProTisa 


Ang.  15, 1876.    CHAP.  303.— An  act  to  authorise  the  constraction  of  a  bridge  aoroos  the  Missoari 
River  at  or  near  Sionx  City,  Iowa. 

_  S  i  o  n  X  C  i  t  y     Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tlte  United  States 
may  ^  mit?^It  3f.  "^^^^  '""  C-oif^ew  assembled,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Siooi 
bridge   across  ^ity  Bridge  Company,  a  corporation  organized  for  that  purpose  nnder 
Missouri  Biver.    the  general  corporation  laws  ot  the  State  of  Iowa,  or  its  assigns,  to  con- 
struct, under  and  subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  hereafter 
provided,  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri  River  at  or  near  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
and  lay  on  and  over  said  bridge  railway  tracks,  for  the  more  perfect  con- 
nection of  any  and  all  railways  that  now  are,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be,  constructed  to  the  Missouri  River  at  or  near  Sionx  City,  or  to  the 
river  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  same  near  Sioux  City,  and  buUd, 
erect,  and  lav  on  and  over  said  bridge  ways  for  wagons,  vehicleii  of  all 
kinds,  and  for  the  transit  of  animals,  and  to  provide  ways  for  foot- 
passengers,  and  to  keep  up  and  maintain  and  operate  said  bridge 
lor  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  that  when  said  bridge  is  constructed  iQl 
Use  of  by  rail-  trains  of  all  railroads  terminating  at  said  river,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
thereof,  at  or  near  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  shall  be  allowed  to  cross  said  bridge 
for  reasonable  compensation,  to  be  made  to  the  owners  of  the  same, 
under  the  limitations  and  conditions  hereinafter  named.    The  owners  of 
said  bridge  may  also  charge  and  receive  reasonable  compensation  or 
tolls  for  the  transit  over  said  bridge  of  all  wagons,  carriages,  vehicles, 
animals  and  foot-passengers :  Provided,  That  Congress  may  at  any  time 
prescribe  such  rules,  regulations,  andrat<fs  of  toll  for  transit  and'trans- 
portation  over  said  bridge  as  may  be  deemed  proper  and  reasonable. 
Howtobebnilt     Sec.  2.  That  any  bridge  built  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may,  at 
the  option  of  the  person  or  persons  or  corporation  building  the  same, 
be  built  as  a  draw-bridge,  with  a  pivot  or  other  form  of  draw,  or  with 
unbroken  or  continuous  spans :    Provided,  That  if  the  same  shall   be 
made  of  unbroken  continuous  spans,  it  shall  not  be,  in  any  case,  of  less 
elevation  than  fifty  feet  above  extreme  high-water  mark,  as  understood 
at  the  point  of  location,  to  the  lowest  part  of  the  superstructure,  with 
straight  girders,  nor  shall  the  spans  ot  said  bridire  be  less  than  three 
hundred  leet  in  the  clear  at  low- water  mark ;  and  the  piers  of  said  bridge 
shall  be  parskllel  with  the  current  of  the  river ;  and  the  main  span  shall  be 
over  the  main  channel  of  the  river:  And  provided  also,  That  if  a  bridge 
shall  be  built  under  this  act  as  a  draw-bridge,  the  same  shall  be  con- 
structed as  a  pivot  draw-bridge,  with  a  draw  over  the  main  channel  of 
the  river  at  an  accessable  and  navagable  point  and  with  spans  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  length  in  the  clear  on  each  side 
of  the  central  or  pivot  pier  of  the  draw  ;  and  the  next  adjoining  spans  to 
the  draw  shall  not  be  less  than  two  hundred  and  iifty  feet,  and  said 
spans  shall  not  be  less  than  ten  feet  above  extreme  high-water  mark, 
measuring  to  the  lowest  part  of  the  superstructure  of  the  bridge ;  and 
the  piers  of  said  bridge  shall  be  parallel  with  the  current  of  the  river : 
And  provided  also,  That  said  draw  shall  be  opened  promptly  upon  rea- 
sonable signal,  without  unnecessary  delay :  And  provided  further.  That 
the  corporation  building  said  bridge  may,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  enter  upon  the  banks  of  said  river,  either  above  or 
below  the  point  of  location  of  said  bridge,  and  coniine  the  flow  of  the 
Permanent  water  to  a  permanent  channel,  and  to  do  whatever  may  be  necessary  to 
^»j^«l  ni»y  ^  accomplish  said  objects,  but  shall  not  impede  or  obstruct  the  navigation 
*"''  '^  of  said  river,  and  shall  be  liable  in  damages  for  all  injuries  to  private 

property ;  and  all  plans  for  such  works  or  erections  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river  shall  first  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  ap- 
proval: And  provided  further,  That  if  «aid  company  shall  elect  to  con- 
struct a  pile  and  pontoon  bridge  in  lieu  of  that  described  above,  the 
Secretary  of  War  may,  if  he  deem  it  advisable  and  not  inconsistent  with 
the  free  navigation  of  said  river,  authorize  said  company  to  construct 
such  bridge  as  a  pile  or  pontoon  bridge,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and 
requirements  relating  to  the  construction  thereof  contained  in  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  legalize  and  establish  a  pontoon-bridge  across  the 
MisHissippi  river  at  Prairie  dn  Chien^'  approved  June  sixth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  seventy -four,  accept  that  in  the  bridge  herein  authorized 
one  draw  only  shall  be  required,  which  shall  not  be  less  than  four  hun- 
dred feet  in  width  in  the  clear:  And  provided  further,  That  any  bridge 
built  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  at  right-angles  to  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river. 
Not  to  obstmot  Sec.  .3.  That  no  bridge  shall  be  erected  or  maintained  under  the  an- 
navigation.  thority  of  this  act  which  shall  at  any  time  substantially  or  materially 

obstruct  the  free  navigation  of  said  river ;  and  no  bridge  shall  be  corn- 
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menced  or  bnilt  ander  this  act  until  the  location  thereof  and  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  its  construction  shall  have  heen  submitted  to,  and 
ipproved  by,  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  any  change  in  the  plan  of  such    a  pproval    of 
eoDstraction  or  any  alteration  in  the  bridge  after  its  construction  shall  plans, 
be  sabject  to  the  like  approval ;  and  whenever  said  bridge  shall,  in  the 
(pinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  substantially  obstruct  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  said  river,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  such  change  or  altera-    Alterations. 
tioQ  of  said  bridge  to  be  made  as  will  effectually  obviate  such  obstruc- 
tion; and  all  such  alterations  shall  be  made,  and  all  such  obstructions 
be  removed,  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  bridge ; 
ud  in  case  of  any  litigation  arising  from  any  obstruction  or  alleged    Litigation   for 
obskroctioD  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Missouri  River  at  or  near  the  SL&lJL'tried 
eroasing  of  said  bridge  caosed  or  alleged  to  be  caused  thereby,  the  cause 
than  Im  commenced  and  tried  in  the  district  courts  of  either  judicial 
diitriet  of  Iowa  or  Nebraska  in  which  the  said  bridge  or  any  portion  of 
soch  obstraction  touches. 

.    Sec  4.  That  any  bridge  built  under  this  act  and  according  to  its  lim-  ^.1^522^?™*^' 
itations  shall  be  a  lawful  structure,  and  shall  be  recognized  and  known  ^tronS^ 
IB  a  post-route,  upon  which  also  no  higher  charge  shall  be  made  for  the 
transportation  over  the  same  of  the  mails,  troops,  and  munitions  of    Charges  for 
war  of  the  United  SUtes  than  the  rate  per  mile  paid  for  their  transpor-  SJuSted  Stated 
tation  over  the  railroads  or  public  highways  leadinsr  to  such  bridge. 
Sacb  lights  shall  be  kept  upon  said  bridge  as  the  Light-House  Board  shall    Lights  aXd 
direct,  and  said  bridge  shall  moreover  be  providea  with  all  proper  safe-  »af«g««rda. 
goards  for  the  security^  of  person  and  property. 

Ssc.5.  That  Congress  may  at  any  time  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  this   Bight  to  amend. 
tet 

Approved,  August  15, 1876. 


CEAF.  306.-.An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  repavement  of    Ang.  15, 1876. 
Pennsylvania  Avenue."  

Be  U  enacted  hy  the  SenaU  and  House  of  RepresentaHves  of  the  United    1876,  eh.  831,  §  5 
Sidm  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  ThsX  that  part  of  section  five    f^^^f^' 
«f  in  aet  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  repavement  of  Pennsylvania    '^^«°**®**' 
Arenne"  approved  July  nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
viiicfa  leads  as  foUows :  "  Provided  That  said  pavement  shall  be  fully 
eompleted  and  ready  for  use  December  first  eighteen  hundred  and  sev-    Ravenueaitfof 
enty-dx"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  Pennsylvania 
"/VM««d,That  the  said  pavement  shall  be  fully  completed  and  ready  *J®™'i^j^'»l*<> 
ibrnse  January  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven."  ^ 

Approved,  August  15, 1876. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANTOOLONBL  GEORGE 
THOM,  CORPS  OF  ENGIKEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  TEAR 
ENDINa  JUNE  30,  1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland,  Me.,  July  13, 1876. 
GfiiTEBAX. :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  reports 
of  operations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  on  the  several 
river  and  harbor  improvements,  as  well  as  the  examinations  and  surveys 
of  rivers  and  harbors,  under  ray  charge,  in  the  States  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Thom, 
Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers,  Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.,  U.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 


A  I. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  SAINT  CROIX  RIVER,  ABOVE  THE  "LEDGE,"  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  this  river,  viz:  * 

By  act  approved  March  2, 1867 $15,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  June23,  1874 10,000  00 

Total 35,000  00 

The  act  of  March  2, 1867,  contained  the  proviso  that — 

The  proyince  of  New  Brunswick  contribute  and  pay  to  the  proper  disbursing  officer 
a  like  sain  for  said  purpose ;  said  payment  being  made  on  condition  that  in  no  event 
■hall  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  be  called  upon  for  more  than  half  the  sum  actu- 
ally expended  for  said  purpose. 

In  July,  1873,  information  was  received  by  the  Department  from  the 
minister  of  public  works  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  that  $25,000  had 
been  appropriated  by  Parliament — 

For  the  remoTal  of  slabs,  saw-dust,  and  other  obstructions  in  the  Saint  Croix  River, 
which  rons  between  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  State  of  Maine. 
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An  accurate  survey  was  made  in  1873,  under  my  direction,  by  Assist- 
ant Engineer  Mr.  Sophus  Haagensen,  of  this  river  from  the  "  Ledge" 
up  to  the  toll-bridge  between  Calais  and  Saint  Stephen's,  the  head  of 
navigation,  and  a  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  with  aa 
estimate  of  its  cost,  was  submitted  to  both  governments. 

On  referring  to  my  estimate  submitted  to  the  Department,  in  a  special 
report  dated  March  25,  1874,  it  is  seen  that  about  235,000  cubic  yards 
of  slabs,  edgings,  &c.,  would  have  to  be  excavated,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  (gir- 
ing  29  feet  at  mean  high-water)  up  to  Todd's  Ledge,  and  100  feet  wide 
with  same  depth  thence  up  to  the  toll-bridge,  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  is  $200,000. 

Now,  as  these  deposits  in  the  channel  have  been  caused  solely  by  the 
saw-mills  at  Calais,  Saint  Stephen's,  and  above,  and  as  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  law  or  authority  strong  enough  to  prevent  the  contin- 
uance of  this  evil,  it  has  been  decided  by  the  two  governments  (see  cor- 
respondence accompanying  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1874)  to  suspend  this  improvement  until  they  shall  become 
satisfied  that  there  will  be  no  further  deposition  of  the  "waste"  from 
the  saw-mills  above,  as  otherwise  there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  river, 
if  now  improved,  would  remain  in  a  state  of  eflBciency,  but  would,  in- 
stead, be  closed  again,  and  require  further  expenditure. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  again  respectfully  asked  to  this  matter, 
and  to  the  necessity  of  some  general  law  to  protect  from  injury  and 
obstructions  all  navigable  waters  under  the  control  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  which  Congress  has  already  made,  or  may 
hereafter  see  fit  to  make,  appropriations. 

This  river,  throngboat  its  whole  extent,  forms  a  part  of  the  iutemational  boundary, 
and  that  portion  of  it  for  which  improvements  are  projected  lies  within  the  collection 
district  of  Passamaqnoddy,  the  nearest  port  of  entiy  being  at  Calais,  Me. 

The  light-honse  nearest  thereto  is  at  Dochet's  Island,  in  Saint  Croix  River,  aboat  6 
miles  below  Calais,  and  the  nearest  fort  is  Fort  Sallivan,  at  Eastport,  Me.,  abont  30 
miles  below  Calais. 

Tbe  amonnt  of  dnties  collected  at  the  port  of  Calais  dnring  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31, 1875,  was  $15,676.68,  as  stated  by  the  depnty  collector  of  customs  at  that  port. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $34,186  58 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 34,185  58 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  on  the  part 
of  the  UnitedStates 65,00000 


A  2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MACHIAS  RIVER,  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  for  the  improvement 
of  this  river,  viz : 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,1873 |12,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874 10.000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875 10,000  00 

Total 32,000  00 

The  foregoing  appropriations  have  been  made  on  an  estimate  submitted 
in  my  report  of  December  14, 1872,  to  the  Department  on  the  survey  of 
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this  river,  made  with  a  view  to  its  improvement,  which  estimate  is  as 
follows,  viz :     ' 

1.  OpeniDg  a  channel  from  the  draw-bridge  up  to  Machias  Falls,  at  the 
head  of  navigation,  (a  distance  of  abont  3  miles,)  so  as  to  have  a  depth 
of  6  fe«»t  at  mean  low-water,  (giving  19.3  feet  at  mean  high- water)  for  a 
vidtb  of  150  f6et,Teqairing  the  excavation  of  65,500  cubic  yards  of  slabs, 

edpngs,  saw-dnnt,  &c.,  at  50  cents $32, 750  00 

2.  The  removal  of  Middle  Rock,  lying  in  front  of  the  wharves  at  Machias, 
to  «  depth  of  1  foot  below  tbo  plane  of  me^n  low- water,  requiring  2,095 

cobio  yards  of  excavation,  at  $5  per  cubic  yard 10,475  OO 

Adding  for  engineering  expenses  and  other  contingencies,  say 4, 775  00 

Total 48,000  00 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  work  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to 
modify  the  project  first  submitted  (as  above)  by  diminishing  the  pro- 
posed chaDDel  to  a  width  of  100  feet,  except  at  the  bends,  and  not 
extending  the  excavation  of  Middle  Bock  to  a  greater  depth  than  ^  a 
foot  below  the  plane  of  mean  low- water.  By  this  modification  the  esti- 
mate has  been  reduced  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  The  removal  of  Middle  Rock,  1,350  cubic  yards,  at  $6.75  per  cubic  yard 
w  fi/iL,  the  price  contracted  for  under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1873. .     $9, 112  50 

1 17.^  cable  yards  of  dredging  on  shoal  betweea  the  Middle  Ground  and 
lliddl««  Rock  above,  together  with  shoal  next  above  draw-bridge,  com- 
pleted in  July,  1^5,  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard  in  situ,  the  price  contracted 
fiiir  ander  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  and  with  unexpended  bal- 
meeof  former  appropriation 10,704  00 

1  iO,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging*  at  and  near  the  Middle  Ground,  con- 
tracted for  May  13, 1875,  by  Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright,  under  the  appropri- 
atioa  of  March  3,  1875,  at  45  cents  per  cubic  yard,  measured  in  situ,  the 
nme  to  be  completed  on  or  before  30th  of  September,  1876 9, 000  00 

C«tmg!encies,8ay 3,183  50 

Total 32,000  00 

Which  is  the  amount  that  has  already  been  appropriated  by  Congress 
tor  this  work. 

Ab  the  shoals  in  this  river  have  been  caused  chiefly  by  slabs,  edgings, 
ud  saw-dust,  thrown  into  the  river  from  the  saw-mills  at  and  above 
Machias  Falls,  they  will  of  course  continue  to  be  formed  so  long  as  the 
Bills  shall  be  permitted,  as  at  present,  to  throw  their  "  waste'^  into  the 
river;  so  that  the  improvement  of  the  shoals  now  being  made  will 
doubtless  be  only  temporary  in  its  efficiency.  But  even  if  otherwise,  it 
i«  believed  that  the  improvements  now  projected,  and  for  the  completion 
of  which  the  fands  now  available  are  sufficient,  will  fully  answer  the 
vuits  of  the  commerce  of  this  river. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  no  further  appropriation  be  made 
for  this  work. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  the  attention  of  Gongress  be 
c^ed  to  this  matter,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  Saint  Croix  Biver,  with  a 
^ew  to  protecting  from  injury  and  obstruction  by  suitable  legislation 
these  and  all  other  navigable  waters  under  the  control  of  the  United 
States  for  the  improvement  of  which  appropriations  have  been  or  here- 
after may  be  made  by  the  United  States  Government. 

Motley  statement 

AawQBt  available  July  1,1875 $22,011  53 

wwnt  expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 12, 661  03 

Anoont available  Julj  1,1876 9,a50  50 


The  dred^ng  under  contract  made  with  Mr.  Augustus  R  Wright,  May  13, 1875,  was 
,.,«--        ,  .    .     .  .  .    ,  -    -         -     "^^th  of  September, 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  PENOBSCOT  RIVER,  ABOVE  HAMPDEN,  MAINE. 

The  work  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  above  Hamp- 
den, as  estimated  for  in  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  June 
30, 1871,  which  was  based  upon  the  most  reliable  data  had  at  that  time, 
consisted — 

1.  In  the  enlargement  and  straightening  of  its  channel  through  the  sev- 
eral shoals  for  a  distance  of  three  and  a  half  miles  below  Bangor,  so  as 
to  have  a  width  of  not  less  than  200  feet,  and  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  low- 
water  (or  25  feet  at  high-water)  in  the  lowest  stages  of  the  river,  giving 
about  15  feet  at  low-water  in  its  ordinary  stages,  reqairing  about  100,000 

cubic  yards  of  dredging,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  was $100,  OOO  00 

2.  In  breaking  up  and  removing  all  the  sunken  rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Ban- 
gor down  to  the  level  of  the  general  bed  of  the  river,  including  Inde- 
pendence Rock,  ledge  near  steamboat- wharf,  Gulliver's  Rock,  and  the 
ledge  near  Green's  Pier,  in  all  about  1,525  cubic  yards,  which,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  825  per  cubic  yard,  amounted  to 38, 125  00 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 16,e75  00 

Total 155,000  00 

Since  the  above  estimates  were  made  it  has  been  decided,  in  accordance 
with  the  project  submitted  April  2,  1873,  to  include  in  the  improvement 
of  this  harbor  the  removal  of  Green's  Pier  and  the  ledge  upon  which  it 
rests,  the  cost  of  which,  (including  contingencies,)  as  since  contracted 
for,  will  amount  to  about 17,000  00 

Making  a  total  of 172,000  00 

For  these  improvements  the  following  appropriations  have  been  made, 
to  date,  by  Congress,  viz : 

By  act  approved  July  11, 1870 $15,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1871 50,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  10,  1872 : 40,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 20,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1874 20,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  which  provides  that  $10,000  of  this  amount 
shall  be  expended  at  or  near  Bucksport  Narrows,  for  which  no  project  or 

estimate  had  been  made 25,000  00 

Total 170,000  00 

Of  which  amount  $160,000  only  can  be  charged  to  the  improvement  above  Hampden, 
as  heretofore  projected  and  estimated  for. 

Of  the  amount  appropriated  aA  above,  ($170,000,)  there  had  been  expended  up  to  the 
1st  of  July,  1875,  the  sum  of  $101,114.82,  leaving  then  available  the  sum  of  |68,885.16, 
of  which  amount  the  act  of  March  3,  1H75,  provided  that  $10,000  should  be  expended 
for  the  improvement  of  the  river  at  or  near  Bucksport  Narrows,  which  had  not  been 
included  in  the  projects  and  estimates  previously  submitted  to  the  Department ;  so 
that  there  remained  available  for  the  improvement  at  and  near  Bangor  the  sam  of 
$58,885.18. 

As  stated  in  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1875,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $12,000  would  be  necessary  for 
completing  all  the  improvements  now  projected  for  the  improvement  of 
this  river  at  and  near  Bangor. 

The  progress  made  in  the  improvement  of  this  river  up  to  the  1st  of 
July,  1875,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Independence  Rock,  Gulliver's  Bock,  ledge  near  the  steamboat  wharf, 
ledge  off  Dole's  planing-mill  wharf,  and  the  ledge  near  Green's  Pier  were 
entirely  removed,  and  some  progress  made  in  the  removal  of  Green's  Pier 
and  Ledge,  (containing  about  460  cubic  yards,)  under  a  contract  made 
June  21, 1873,  with  Mr.  George  A.  Bailey,  of  Boston,  Mass.  Under  the 
unfinished  contract  made  May  27, 1870,  with  Mr.  A.  Boschke,  about  20,000 
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cubic  yards  of  dredging  was  done  in  1870-'71,at  the  first  and  second  bars. 
A  contract  made  May  31, 1873,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Port- 
land, Me.,  for  improving  by  dredging  the  channels  at  Bars  Nos.  2  and  3, 
in  remoTing  the  shoal  near  Green's  Pier,  and  for  dredging  in  the  Middle 
Gronnd  Bar,  was  completed  in  October,  1874, 25,150  cubic  yards  having 
been  dredged  under  that  contract. 

Daring  th^  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  the  following  work  has 
been  done,  viz :  \ 

Operations  have  been  continued  by  Mr.  George  A.  Bailey,  under  his 
contract  of  June  21, 1873,  for  the  removal  of  Green's  Pier  Ledge.  At  the 
close  of  last  season  (November,  1875)  he  had  removed  about  342  cubic 
yards  of  the  ledge,  leaving  about  118  cubic  yards  still  to  be  removed 
for  its  completion.  The  continued  freshets  in  the  spring  of  1876  pre- 
vented his  resuming  work  before  the  15th  of  June,  so  that  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  he  will  complete  the  work  before  the  end  of  August,  1876. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  a  contract  was  made  Au- 
gnst  29, 1874,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  for 
about  25,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  on  the  Middle  Ground  Bar.  Work 
was  commenced  under  this  contract  in  June,  1875,  and  on  the  18th  of 
October,  1875,  at  the  close  of  the  season's  work,  8,222  cubic  yards  of 
dredging  had  been  done  under  that  contract.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  resuming  this  work  about  the  10th  of  July,  and  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  be  completed  on  or  before  the  30th  of  September  next. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3,  1875,  by  which  it 
vas  provided  that  only  $15,000  should  be  applied  to  the  continuation  of 
the  improvement  of  the  river  at  Bangor,  a  contract  was  made  May  13, 
1875,  with  Mr.  Augustus  E.  Wright,  of  Geneva,  K.  T.,  the  lowest  bid- 
der, at  50  cents  per  cubic  yard,  for  40,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less^  of 
dredging,  measured  in  situ,  on  the  Middle  Ground  Bar,  in  Bangor  Har- 
bor, to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  15th  of  November,  1876,  Arrange- 
ments have  beeu  made  for  commencing  this  work  about  the  10th  of 
July,  1876. 

in  the  dredging  operations  of  1875,  a  ledge  was  discovered  in  this 
new  channel,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  removed,  and  for  which 
no  estimate  has  hitherto  been  submitted.  But,  to  provide  for  this,  it  has 
been  decided,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  to  excavate  this 
channel  to  a  depth  of  11  feet  (instead  of  12)  at  low-water,  in  the  lowest 
stages  of  the  river,  giving  14  feet  at  ordinary  low-water,  which  is 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  commerce.  With  this  modification, 
and  owing  to  the  greatly  diminished  quantity  of  ledge  excavation  re- 
Bolting  therefrom,  it  is  not  thought  that  another  appropriation  will  be 
needed  for  completing  all  the  projected  improvements  of  this  river  in 
addition  to  the  $12,000  asked  for  in  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1875. 

IMPEOVEMBNT  AT  AND  NEAR  BUOKSPOBT  NARROWS. 

By  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  making  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for 
the  improvement  of  Penobscot  River,  it  was  provided  that  $10,000  of  it 
should  be  "  expended  at  and  near  Bucksport  Narrows,"  18  miles  below 
Bangor.  With  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
desired  improvement  at  this  place,  I  had  an  accurate  survey  made  by 
Attistant  Engineer  Mr.  A.  C.  Both,  showing  that  a  shoal,  known  as  the 
Middle  Ground,  existed  in  front  of  the  wharves  of  Bucksport,  on  which 
there  was  in  some  places  but  4  feet  of  water  at  mean  low-water.  This 
Bhoal  was  a  serious  obstruction  to  navigation,  and,  with  the  sanction  of 
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the  Department,  it  was  decided  that  the  appropriation  ($10,000)  be  ap- 
plied  to  the  removal  of  the  ahoal  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low- water 
(or  22.3  feet  at  mean  high-water)  from  its  upper  extremity  downward 
to  as  great  an  extent  as  could  be  done  under  the  appropriation.  Pro- 
posals were  accordingly  invited  for  this  work  until  the  12th  of  July,  1875, 
when  the  contract  therefor  was  awarded  to  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co., 
of  Portland,  Me.,  the  lowest  of  two  bidders,  for  50,000  cubu;  yards,  more 
or  less,  of  dredging,  at  12^  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the 
scows.  This  contract  (dated  July  16,  1875)  was  completed  on  the  2l8t 
of  October,  1875,  resulting  in  61,910  cubic  yards  of  dredging. 

All  the  surveys  and  operations  pertaining  to  the  improvement  of  this 
river  have  been  carried  on  during  the  past  four  years  under  the  imme- 
diate superiutendence  of  Assistant  Engiueer  Mr.  A.  G.  Both. 

Abstracts  of  proposals  received  and  contracts  made  during  the  past 
year  are  hereto  appended. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $68,885  18 

AmouDt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 2:^,840  90 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $1,022  due  on  contracts 45, 044  28 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.      6, 000  00 

Abstract  of  proposals  received  July  12, 1875,  for  dredging  at  Bucksport  Narrows^  Penobscot 

BiveTf  Maine. 


Bidders. 

Nature  of  work. 

s 

Bemarks. 

1 

Cortis,  Fobes  &,  Co.,  Portland,  Me 

Charles  H.  Lewis,  Boston,  Mass 

Dredeinff 

39.9 

As  DK^asared  in  tlie  sooww- 

9 

do 

Do. 

Abstract  of  contract  made  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  for  the  imprwement 

of  Penobscot  River j  Maine, 


Contractor. 

Nature  and  location  of  work. 

f. 

Remarks. 

1875. 
July  16 

Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co., 
Porthuid,Me. 

Dredging   50,000   cubic   yards, 
more  or  less,  at  Bncksport  Nar- 
rows. 

10  12^ 

As  measured  in  the  soowt. 

A  4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CAMDEN  HARBOR,  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  for  the  improvement  of 
this  harbor,  viz : 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873 $10,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23,  1874 10,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875 10,000  00 

Total 30,000  00 
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These  appropriations  were  based  on  an  estimate  submitted  by  me  to 
the  Department,  December  17, 1872,  in  my  report  on  the  survey  of  Cam- 
den Harbor,  made  with  a  view  to  its  improvement,  as  called  for  by  act 
of  Congress  approved  June  10, 187!^,  <^  making  appropriations  for  the  re- 
pair, preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and 
harbors,  and  for  other  purposes."  This  estimate  consisted  of  the  fol- 
lowing items,  viz : 

Cnbio  yards. 

\  Bofmlating  the  entrance  by  dredging  between  Portland  steamer  and  San- 
lxd^9  steamer  wharves,  and  dredging  a  channel  100  feet  wide,  1, 000  feet 
loDg,  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water  from  said  entrance  to  the  head  of 
the  wharves  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  harbor ;  amount  of  excavation ...        46, 500 

SL  For  dredging  a  channel  80  feet  wide,  1,400  feet  long,  and  3  feet  deep  at 
mean  low-water  on  westerly  side  of  the  harbor  to  the  head  of  the  wharves, 
•od  connecting  with  the  above-mentioned  improvements ;  amonnt  of  ex- 
cavation           13,500 

iddition  of  25  per  cent,  for  loosening  of  materisd  by  dredging 15, 000 

Total 75,000 

Tlie  estimated  coet  of  which,  at  40  cents  per  cable  yard,  is $30,  000  00 

Adding  for  engineering  expenses  and  other  contingencies 3, 000  00 

Total 33,000  00 

UDder  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1873,  a  contract  was  made  May, 
14, 1873,  by  which  22,753  cubic  yards  of  dredging  was  done  in  1873,  at 
40  cents  per  cubic  yard.  By  this  work  a  good  channel  was  opened  to  a 
depth  from  7  to  9  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  for  a  width  of  50  to  100 
feet,  extending  from  deep  water  (9  feet  at  mean  low-water)  near  the 
Portland  steamer  wharf  up  to  the  head  of  the  wharves  on  the  eastern 
aide  of  the  harbor;  altogether,  a  distance  of  about  2,000  feet. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  23,  1874,  a  contract  was  made 
August  15,  1874,  with  Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  for 
30,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  28  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured 
in  the  scows ;  and  under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1875,  another 
contract  was  made  May  13,  1875,  with  Mr.  A.  R.  Wright,  for  40,000 
cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging,  at  18  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as 
meapored  in  the  scows.  Mr.  Wright's  contract  of  August  15, 1874,  for 
30,000  cubic  yards  was  commenced  June  23,  1875,  and  was  completed 
July  26, 1875  ;  and  that  of  May  13,  1875,  was  commenced  July  26,  1875, 
and  was  completed  September  30,  1875,  by  which  52,199  cubic  yards  of 
dredging  was  done,  making  a  total  of  82,199  cubic  yards  under  his  two 
contracts,  and  a  total  under  all  three  contracts  of  104,952  cubic  yards. 

Oviug  to  the  cost  of  the  work  being  much  lower  than  was  estimated 
for,  whereby  about  30,000  cubic  yards  more  of  dredging  was  done  than 
was  originally  contemplated,  the  project  for  the  improvement  of  this 
harbor  was,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Department,  modified  so  as  to  give 
a  depth  of  7  feet  (instead  of  3  feet)  at  mean  low- water  (or  16/^  feet 
at  mean  high- water)  to  the  channel  on  the  western  side  of  the  harbor, 
being  the  same  as  on  the  eastern  side,  each  channel  having  a  width  of 
not  less  than  80  feet  in  any  place. 

All  the  work  contemplated  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  has 
been  completed,  and  no  further  appropriation  is  required  therefor. 

Money  statement, 

Anwmot  available  July  1, 1875 $19,  39a  30 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 19,  393  30 
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As. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  KENNEBEC  RIVEr7  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  river,  viz: 

By  act  approvedJnne  23, 1866 $20,000 

By  act  approved  March  2,  1867 30,000 

AUotted  under  act  approved  April  10,  1869 15,000 

By  act  approved  July  11,1870 15,000 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1871 15,000 

By  act  approved  June  10,1872 8,000 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 12,000 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 12,000 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 15,000 

Total 142,000 

All  the  improvements  projected  for  4:his  river  above  Richmond,  Me., 
were  completed  prior  to  June  30,  1874,  as  described  in  my  annaal  report 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  that  date,  whereby  a  safe  and  nnobstmcted 
channel,  not  less  than  100  feet  in  width  and  10  feet  in  depth  at  mean 
low-water,  or  15^  feet  at  mean  high-water,  in  its  low  sammer  stages, 
had  been  completed  from  Richmond  ap  to  Oardiner,  a  distance  of  11 
miles;  and  thence  to  Angusta,  a  distance  of  7  miles;  a  channel  100  feet 
in  width,  and  not  less  than  6^  feet  in  depth  at  low-wat«r,  or  11  feet  at 
high-water,  in  its  lowest  sammer  stages.  This  improvement  incladed 
the  removal  of  a  very  dangeroas  ledge,  known  as  Nehumkeg  Bock, 
(between  Richmond  and  G^ardiner,)  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  below  mean 
low  water,  and  below  Richmond,  Half  Tide  Rock  and  three  other  sunken 
ledges  have  been  removed  from  the  channel  at  '*  the  Narrows,"  whereby 
all  the  work  contemplated  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  has  been 
completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  removal  of  Dry  Rock,  in  "the 
Narrows." 

In  my  project  of  March  24, 1875,  which  was  approved  by  the  Depart- 
ment, it  was  recommended  that  the  appropriation  of  $15,000  made  by 
act  of  March  3,  1875,  together  with  the  balances  then  available  of  former 
appropriations,  altogether  amounting  to  $29,214.28,  should  be  applied 
to  the  removal  of  Dry  Rock,  the  work  to  be  done  by  contract.  On  the 
6th  of  May,  1875,  a  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Isaac  Hamilton,  of 
Portlgtnd,  Me.,  the  lowest  of  five  bidders,  for  removing  Dry  Rock,  (1,775 
cubic  yards,)  at  $16  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  its  bed,  so  as  to  have 
over  it  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water.  Work  was  commenced 
under  this  contract  on  the  2d  of  June,  1875,  and  was  continued  up  to 
the  20th  of  November  last,  when  it  was  suspended  on  account  of  fresh- 
ets and  ice. 

The  progress  made  during  the  season  was  far  from  satisfactory,  there 
having  been  but  about  325  cubic  yards  of  the  rock  removed.  "Opera- 
tions were  resumed  on  the  2d  of  June,  1876,  being  the  earliest  date 
practicable  on  account  of  the  continued  freshet  in  the  river,  and  it  is 
believed  that,  with  advantage  of  improved  machinery  and  the  experience 
of  last  year,  much  more  satisfactory  progress  will  be  made  this  season, 
resulting,  probably,  in  the  entire  removal  of  the  rock. 

The  funds  now  available  are  sufficient  for  completing  this,  the  only 
remaining  work  to  be  done,  so  that  no  further  appropriation  will  be 
needed. 

Money  statement. 

Amoant  available  July  1,  1875 928.548  33 

Atnoaut  expended  daring  fiscal  year  euding  Jane  30,1876.... 733  05 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 27,815  33 
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A  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PORTLAND  HARBOR,  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  this  harbor,  viz : 

By  act  approTed  Jane  23.  18(i6 JlOo,  111  05 

^  act  approved  July  11, 1870 10,000  00 

Bjact  approved  March  3,  1H71 40, 000  00 

^act  approved  June  10, 1872 45,000  00 

By  aet  approved  March  3, 1873 50,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1874 20,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 20,000  00 

Total 290,111  05 

Aooant  expended  up  to  July  1, 1875 |243,036  67 

Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 .        2, 505  40 

245,542  07 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 44.568  98 

Up  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  the  following  work  had  been  done  for  the 
improvement  of  this  harbor,  viz : 

1.  The  breakwater  extended  for  a  length  of  217  feet  and  a  granite  pier 
built  at  its  oater  extremity,  and  950  linear  feet  of  capping  placed  upon 
the  breakwater  in  completion  of  same. 

2.  A  channel  dredged  through  the  Middle  Ground  Bar  to  a  width  of 
500  feet  and  to  a  depth  of  21  to  22  feet  at  mean  low- water,  or  31  feet  at 
ordinary  high-water. 

3.  A  channel  dredged  through  the  ^^spit"  in  front  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  wharves,  to  a  width  of  100  feet  at  its  inner  end  and  200 
feet  at  its  outer  end,  and  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

4.  A  channel  dredged  in  Back  Bay  from  Tukey's  Bridge  up  to  the 
^stone  shed  wharves,"  to  a  width  of  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  8  feet  at 
mean  low-water. 

5.  A  sunken  wreck  removed  from  the  main  ship-channel  between 
Forts  Preble  and  Scammel. 

6.  The  foundation  of  the  oldest  portion  of  the  breakwater  repaired 
throughout  its  whole  extent  where  necessary. 

7.  All  the  projected  dredging  in  front  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
wharves  has  been  completed  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean  low-water, 
aod  all  that  in  front  of  the  harbor  commissioners'  line  from  Atlantic 
wharf  up  to  Merrill's  wharf  to  a  depth  of  16  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

The  following  work  has  been  done  in  this  harbor  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1876,  viz : 

1.  Deepening  the  dock  at  custom-house  wharf  by  2,932  cubic  yards 
of  dredging,  the  same  having  been  authorized  by  the  Department,  upon 
the  request  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

2.  Triangnlation  and  surveys  made  of  portions  of  the  harbor. 

All  the  work  that  has  been  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this 
harbor  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  dredging  outside 
the  harbor  commissioners'  line  above  Merrill's  wharf,  for  the  completion 
of  which  the  funds  now  available  are  sufficient,  so  that  no  further  ap- 
propriation is  needed  for  this  harbor. 

In  regard  to  the  dredging  that  remains  to  be  done  above  Merrill's 
wharf  outside  the  harbor  commissioners'  line,  it  has  been  decided  to 
defer  the  work  until  Brown's,  Boston  and  Maine  Eailroad,  (formerly 
Smith's,)  Hobson's,  and  the  other  wharves  which  project  beyond  the 
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harbor  commissioners'  line  shall  have  been  cat  off  ap  to  that  line,  for  the 
reason  that  this  work  of  improving  the  harbor  in  front  of  that  line  was 
initiated  and  recommended,  and  all  the  appropriations  made  therefor  in 
1873, 1874,  and  1875,  aggregating  $90,000,  have  been  asked  for  with 
the  understanding  that  those  projecting  wharves  should  first  be  removed, 
in  order  to  make  the  contemplated  improvement  effective  and  lasting, 
for  so  long  as  those  wharves  are  permitted  to  project  outside  the  harbor 
lines,  so  long  will  the  eddies  and  shoals  continue  to  exist  above  and  be- 
low those  wharves.  This  has  already  been  clearly  proved  by  a  recent 
survey  of  the  space  dredged  over  last  season  in  front  of  and  above 
Central  wharf,  where  new  deposits  in  large  quantity  have  been  found. 

The  above  described  works  are  situated  in  Portland  Harbor,  in  the  collectlon-districi 
of  Portland  and  Falmouth. 
The  amonnt  of  revenue  collected  at  this  port  dnrinjjr  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30, 187G,  as  furnished  by  the  United  States  collector  of  customs,  was.  $403, 936  56 

Total  value  of  imports  for  same  period $1,200,344 

Number  of  vessels  entered,  1,198,  equal  to 88j^,  660tons. 

Number  of  crew  employed 20,104 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July- 1,  1875 $47,074  38 

Amount  expended  durin*;  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 %  505  40 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 44,566  93 


A  7. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  RICHMOND'S  ISLAND,  MAINE. 

This  work  consists  in  making  a  harbor  of  refuge  by  means  of  a  stone 
breakwater  connecting  the  island  with  the  main  land;  the  length  of  the 
breakwater  to  be  about  2,000  feet,  with  an  average  thickness  of  30  feet 
and  a  height  of  13  feet  above  mean  low-water. 

In  ray  report  to  the  Department,  dated  May  10, 1867,  the  following 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  breakwater  was  submitted : 

68,000  tons  of  rubble-stone,  at  $1.25 $85,000  00 

Adding  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 8,500  00 

Total 93,500  00 

A  capping  for  this  work  was  not  then  estimated  for,  on  account  of  the 
great  increase  of  cost;  but,  as  then  stated,  should  it  hereafter  be  found 
necessary  to  resist  the  action  of  the  sea,  which  is  not  probable,  it  can 
then  be  added. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  this 
work,  viz : 

By  act  approved  June  10,  1872 $20,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 60,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 15,000  00 

Total 95,000  00 

The  following  contracts  have  been  made  for  furnishing  stone  for  this 
work,  viz : 

1.  With  Edward  Moore,  of  Portland,  Me.,  August  22, 1872,  for  15,000 
tons,  more  or  less,  at  $1.24  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  under  the  appro- 
priation of  June  10,  1872,  by  which  he  furnished,  up  to  August  30, 1873, 
15,012^^^  tons  in  completion  of  his  contract ; 
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2.  With  James  M.  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me.,  May  26,  1873,  for 
25,000  tons,  more  or  less,  of  large  quarry  groat,  at  $1.75  per  ton  of  2,240 
ponnds,  ander  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1873,  by  which  he  ftir- 
nished,  up  to  Jane  26, 1874,  25,989^^  tons  in  completion  of  his  con- 

3.  With  Isaac  Hamilton,  of  Portland,  Me.,  May  26, 1873,  for  6,000  tons, 
more  or  less,  of  small  bowlders,  at  $1.59  per  ton  of  2,240  poands,  ander 
the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1873,  by  which  he  furnished,  up  to  August 
31, 1874,  6,970^1^  tons  in  completion  of  his  contract ; 

4.  With  David  X.  Hill  and  Solomon  F.  Hamilton,  of  Cumberland,  Me., 
May  6, 1875,  for  9,000  tons,  more  or  less,  of  large  quarry  grout,  at  $1.37 
per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875 ;  and 

5.  With  Isaac  Hamilton,  of  Portland,  Me.,  May  6, 1875,  for  1,500  tons, 
more  or  less,  of  small  bowlders,  at  $1.10  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  to  be 
delivered  on  or  before  the  30th  of  September,  1875. 

Of  the  above  contracts,  that  made  May  6, 1875,  with  David  1^.  Hill 
and  Solomon  F.  Hamilton,  (which  was  about  half  finished  at  the  begin- 
niog  of  this  fiscal  year,)  was  entirely  completed  on  the  28th  of  August, 
1875,  8,695^^  tons  of  stone  having  been  furnished  by  them ;  and  that 
made  May  6, 1875,  with  Isaac  Hamilton,  was  completed  on  the  21s^  of 
Aagast,  1875, 1,473^^"^  tons  of  stone  having  been  furnished  by  him. 

^m  the  foregoing  it  is  seen  that  58,143^^^^  tons  of  stone  have  been 
famished  and  placed  upon  the  breakwater,  and  that  10,000  tons  more 
will  be  required  to  finish  the  work  as  originally  projected,  the  estimated 
cost  of  which  10,000  tons,  including  contingences,  as  stated  in  my  last 
annoal  report  and  therein  asked  for,  is  $15,000,  thereby  making  the 
total  cost  of  the  work  completed  $110,000,  which  is  $16,500  in  excess  of 
the  original  estimate.  This  excess  is  owing  to  the  greater  cost  of  the 
stone  than  was  originally  estimated,  the  quantity  being  the  same. 

Money  statement. 

Amoaot  available  July  1, 1875 $7,269  83 

iiDoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  euding  Jane  30,  1876 7, 269  83 

Affloant  (ebtimated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 000  00 

AuH)unt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. .  15, 000  00 


A  8. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  KENNEBUNK  RIVER,  MAINE. 

By  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  11, 1870,  the  sum  of  $5,000 
was  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  this  river.  No  report  or  esti- 
mate had  previously  been  made  upon  which  this  appropriation  was 
based.  Bat  an  investigation  showed,  as  stated  in  my  report  to  the 
Department  dated  August  16,  1870,  that  about  17  years  previously, 
stone  piers  had  been  built  on  each  side  of  the  river  at  its  mouth,  for  the 
parpose  of  improving  the  coarse  and  depth  of  the  channel  at  the  en- 
trance into  the  river;  that  on  the  outer  end  of  the  eastern  pier  a  wooden 
light-hoase  had  been  built  and  was  afterwards  destroyed  by  the  storms ; 
and  that  a  wharf  had  been  built  on  the  left  (eastern)  shore  of  the  river 
about  one-eighth  of  a  mile  above  its  mouth  for  the  security  of  vessels 
while  awaiting  tides  and  storms.  It  was  also  ascertained  that  the 
wings  or  retams  connecting  these  stone  piers  with  the  banks,  which 
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were  bailt  of  timber,  had  been  destroyed  by  storms  and  that  the  Qov- 
emment  wharf  was  also  much  in  want  of  repairs;  bnt  that  the  mwt 
nebessary  work  to  be  done  under  the  appropriation  was  the  rebaildiop 
with  stone  the  eastern  wing,  so  as  to  prevent  the  flow  of  sand  from  the 
outside  into  the  channel  of  the  river.  This  wing  was  completed  Decem- 
ber 15, 1870,  for  a  length  of  168  feet,  under  a  contract  made  October  12, 
1870,  with  Messrs.  Albert  Blaisdell  and  Joseph  S.  Bailey,  both  (then) 
of  Portland,  Me.,  for  the  sum  of  821.35  per  linear  foot.  Under  the  same 
appropriation  some  repairs  were  made  on  the  main  eastern  pier  as  well 
as  upon  the  Government  wharf. 

With  a  view  to  repairing  the  western  stone  pier  and  rebuilding  with 
stene  the  wing  connecting  it  with  the  shore,  the  estimated  cost  of  which 
was  $5,000,  an  additional  appropriation  was  made  therefor  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3, 1871.  Under  this  appropriation  the  west- 
ern wing  was  completed  in  August,  1871,  for  a  length  of  166^  feet, 
nnder  a  contract  made  May  5, 1871,  with  Mr.  Charles  H.  Bragdon,  of 
Biddeford,  Me.,  for  $18.62  per  linear  foot.  Under  the  same  appropria- 
tion, the  much  needed  repairs  were  made,  with  hired  labor,  upon  both 
stone  piers,  and  upon  the  Government  wharf  above,  which  were  entirely 
completed  in  August,  1872,  whereby  the  appropriations  for  this  river 
wefe  exhausted. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874,  a  survey  of  this  river 
was'called  for,  with  a  view  to  its  further  improvement.  A  report  on 
this  survey,  dated  December  2, 1874,  accompanied  my  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  in  which  an  estimate  of  $5,000  was  sub- 
mitted for  the  improvement  of  this  nver  from  its  mouth  up  to  the  draw- 
bridge at  Kennebuukport,  a  distance  of  1|  miles,  for  items  as  follows, 
viz: 

1.  Removal  of  4,200  cubic  yards  of  mnd  and  clay  at  Mitchell's  Point,  at  75 
cents  per  cubic  yard $3, 150  00 

9.  Removal  of  1,300  cubic  yards  of  sand,  sods,  and  logs,  at  the  "  Wading 

Place,"  at  $1  per  cubic  yard 1,300  00 

'  Contingencies,  say 550  00 

Total 5,000  00 

Money  aiateinent 
Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14 ,  1876 5, 000  00 


A  9. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  COCHECO  RIVER,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

This  river  in  its  lowest  summer  stage  is  navigable,  with  6  feet  of  water 
at  mean  low  water,  or  13J  feet  at  ordinary  high  water,  from  the  harbor 
of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  up  to  the  Lower  Narrows,  which  place  is  about  10 
miles  above  Portsmouth,  and  IJ  miles  below  the  bridge  at  the  head  of 
navigation  in  Dover,  N.  H.  At  the  Lower  Narrows  and  above  its  navi- 
gation has  hitherto  been  much  obstructed  by  ledges,  bowlders,  and  shoals, 
having  only  from  6  inches  to  2  feet  of  water  over  them  at  mean  low 
water.  The  average  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  6.8  feet  at  the  Lower 
Narrows,  and  less  above. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  consists  in  making  a 
channel,  not  less  than  40  feet  in  width  and  4  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low 
water,  from  the  foot  of  the  Lower  Narrows  up  to  the  Packet  Landing. 
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By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  11, 1870,  an  examination  or  survey 
of  this  river  was  called  for,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement.  In  my  re- 
port, on  an  examination,  to  the  Department,  December  12,  1870,  which 
accompanies  my  annual  report  for  1871,  the  following  estimates  were 
submitted,  viz : 

1.  Excavating  and  removing  1,000  cubic  yards  ledge  at  the  Lower  Narrows,  at 

115  per  cabic  yard $15,000 

1  Excavating  1,500  cnbio  yards  loose  rocks,  gravel,  «fcc..  at  Trickey's  Shoal,  at 

|l  per  cubic  yard 1,500 

X  Excavating  1,500  cubic  yards  loose  rocks,  &c.,  at  Clement's  Point  Shoal,  at 

^1  per  cubic  yard 1,500 

i  Excavating  1,500  cubic  yards  ledge  at  the  **  Gulf"  (Upper  Narrows)  and 

above,  at  $15  per  cubic  yard 22,500 

5.  Excavating  1,000  cnbio  yards  gravel  above  the  *'  Gulf,"  at  50  cents  per  cubic 

yard 500 

C^Dtingencies 4,000 

Total 45,000 

This  estimate  provided  for  improving  the  river  up  as  far  as  GoUins's 
wharf  only. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  this  river,  viz : 

By  act  approved  March  S,  1671 |10,000 

By  act  approved  June  10,1872 10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 10,000 

By  act  approved  June  23,1874 10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 25,000 

Total 65.000 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1871,  a  contract  was  made  May 
25, 1871,  with  Messrs.  Morris  &  Cumings,  of  New  York  City,  for  the 
excavation  of  about  400  cnbic  yards  of  ledge  at  the  Lower  Narrows,  for 
tbe  sum  of  $7,000,  which  they  completed  in  October,  1871.  Under  the 
same  appropriation  nnmeroas  sunken  rocks,  lying  in  the  channel  be- 
tween the  Lower  and  Upper  Narrows,  (including  Watson's  Rocks,)  as  well 
M  some  rocks  below  the  Lower  Narrows,  were  removed. 

Under  the  appropriations  of  June  10,  1872,  and  March  3, 1873,  con- 
tracts were  made  October  26, 1872,  and  May  1, 1873,  respectively,  with 
3Ir.  £dward  Moore,  of  Portland,  Me.,  for  the  excavation  «nd  removal 
from  the  Upper  Narrows  of  altogether  772  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  $26.50 
per  cabic  yard,  measured  in  situ^  so  as  to  have  a  channel  40  feet  in  width 
and  4  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  water,  by  which  that  channel  was  opened 
on  the  31st  of  October,  1873,  for  a  length  of  about  300  feet.  Under  the 
appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  another  contract  was  made  July  31, 1874, 
vith  Mr.  Moore,  for  completing  the  channel  through  the  Upper  Narrows 
for  a  length  of  about  130  feet,  by  which  he  excavated  483  cubic  yards, 
at  $20  {>er  cubic  yard,  measured  in  »Uuj  in  completion  of  his  contract 
on  the  17th  of  November,  1874. 

Careful  surveys  of  this  river,  made  since  1870,  from  its  mouth  at 
Dover  Point  up  to  the  wharves  of  Dover,  have  shown  the  necessity  of 
extending  the  improvements  up  as  far  as  the  Packet  Landing,  which  ex- 
teosioD,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  ledge-excavation  already  done 
baa  cost  much  more  than  the  original  estimate,  as  shown  above,  has 
necessitated  an  increase  of  the  estimate  first  submitted,  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Orijfinal  estimate  of  December  12,  lOTO,  as  above $45, 000  00 

2.  AdditioDal  amount  that  it  Km  cost  by  contract  for  excavatfng  ledge  at 

"Golf" 7,618  00 

^  Excavating  channel  throngh  ledge  above  *^  Gnlf  "  and  in  front  of  Collinses 
wharf,  (completed) 15,000  00 
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4.  4,874  cubic  yards  dredgiDg  (already  done)  above  CoUins's  wharf,  at  40 

cento  per  cubic  yard $1,949  60 

5.  10,000  cubic  yards  of  projected  dredging  above  "  Gulf,''  at  $1  per  cubic 

yard 10,000  00 

6.  Removal  of  sunken  rock  at  Dover  Point,  now  projected,  say 2, 5O0  00 

Add  for  contingencies,  say 2,932  40 

Total 85.000  00 

As  above  stated,  there  had  been  appropriated  up  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  the 

sum  of $65,000  00 

Of  which  there  had  then  been  expended,  (as  above) 40, 134  02 

Leaving  available  July  1,  1875 24,865  98 

Under  tbe  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1875,  the  follow- 
ing contracts  were  made,  viz : 

1.  With  Mr.  James  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me.,  May  8,  1875,  for 
opening  a  channel  through  the  ledge  above  the  Upper  Narrows  and  in 
front  of  Collins's  wharf  to  a  width  of  40  feet  and  a  depth  of  4  feet  at 
mean  low  water,  requiring  the  excavation  of  1,108  cubic  yards  of  solid 
ledge,  rotten  ledge,  bowlders,  clay,  &c.,  for  the  sum  of  $15,000. 

Work  was  commenced  under  this  contract  on  the  1st  of  June,  1875, 
and  was  completed  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875. 

2.  With  Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  May  13, 1875, 
for  12,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging,  which  contract  was 
completed  by  him  November  24, 1875,  resulting  in  4,874  cubic  yards  of 
dredging  above  Collins's  wharf,  at  40  cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  2,234 
cubic  yards  below  Collins's  wharf,  at  70  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured 
in  the  scows. 

After  the  completion  of  these  two  contracts  of  May  8  and  13, 1875, 
there  remained  of  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1875,  an  available 
balance  of  $5,067.53,  which,  under  the  authority  received  in  Department 
letter  of  April  11,  1876,  is  being  applied  to  the  removal  of  scattered 
ledges  and  bowlders  above  and  below  as  well  as  at  the  Lower  Narrows; 
those  being  the  most  serious  obstacles  now  remaining  in  the  river. 

In  place  of  the  project  heretofore  under  consideration  for  extending 
the  channel  from  Packet  Landing  up  through  the  ledge  to  the  basin  at 
the  factories  and  bridge  for  a  width  of  30  feet  and  a  depth  of  2  feet  at 
mean  low  water,  it  is  recommended,  in  view  of  its  great  cost,  to  substi- 
tute therefor  the  plan  of  making  a  basin  at  the  Packet  Landing  below 
the  ledge,  having  an  area  of  12,000  square  yards,  with  a  depth  of  4  feet 
at  mean  low-water  or  about  11  feet  at  high  water,  the  estimated  cost  of 
which  as  above  is  810,000. 

This  plan  will  afford  all  the  facilities  that  the  commerce  of  this  place 
may  require  for  the  present  at  a  great  saving  in  cost  of  the  work. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 f;24,865  98 

Amount  expeuded  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ll:$76 21, 984  4*2 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 2,881  56 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 14,  (XW  (W 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.      6, 000  00 
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A  ID. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MERRIMAC  RIVER,  INCLUDING  THE  HARBOR  OF  NEW- 
BURYPORT,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

•The  orij^inal  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  consisted  in 
the  removal  of  certain  obstractions  to  navigation,  near  its  mouth,  in  the 
harbor  of  the  cit}^  of  Newbaryport,  Mass.,  and  others  at  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Falls,  about  4  miles  above  Haverhill. 

The  estimated  cost  of  these  improvements,  as  submitted  by  the  engi- 
neer then  in  charge  of  the  work,  in  his  report  of  August  16,  1869, 
which  appears  in  the  annual  report  of  1870,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Removing  oLstrnctionH,  coosisting  of  bowlders,  sand,  &c.,  at  the  Upper  and 

Lower  Falls,  above  HaverhiU,  4,040  cubic  yards $50, 500  00 

Adding  10  per  ceDt.  for  contingencies 5,050  00 

Bemoyal  of  South  Gangeway  Rock 8,337  50 

Semoval  of  wreck  of  coal- vessel  sunk  near  mouth  of  the  river 5,000  00 

Bemoval  of  Boilers,  (rocks,)  near  city  wharves 5,000  00 

Add  for  contingencies  on  last  two  items,  10  per  cent 1, 000  00 

Total $74,887  50 

SiDce  the  above  estimate  was  submitted  to  the  Department,  much  ad- 
ditional work  has  been  projected  and  finished,  estimates  for  which  have 
been  submitted  in  subsequent  annual  reports,  which  have  materially 
added  to  the  original  estimate,  as  follows,  viz. : 

1.  It  has  been  found  that  in  the  Upper  and  Lower  Falls,  above  Haverhill, 
instead  of  bowlders  and  sand  estimated  for,  about  12,800  cubic  yards  of 
Bolid  ledge,  bowlders,  clay,  and  gravel  have  been  excavated  to  obtain  the 
projected  width  of  60  feet  and  depth  of  4  feet,  at  an  increased  cost  of-  $34, 612  50 
That  in  Hazeltine  Rapids,  620  cubic  yards  of  bowlders,  clay,  gravel,  &c, 
(not  originaUy  estimated  for,)  had  to  be  removed,  the  cost  of  which  has 
been,  including  contingencies 3,500  00 

i  The  cost  of  completing  the  removal  (commenced  in  1870,)  of  North 
Gangeway  Rock,  in  Newburyport  Harbor,  (being  for  700  cubic  yards,  at 
|20  per  cubic  yard,)  including  contingencies  not  originally  estimated  for-      15, 000  00 

4.  In  parsnance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10,  1872,  ''  making 
appropriations  for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  certain 
public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes,"  a  survey  was 
made  of  Merrimac  River,  "  from  Haverhill  to  Newburyport,  including 
Dnck  Hole  and  Currier  Shoal,''  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  its 
oaTtgation,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  as  shown  in  annual  report  for 
1873,  but  not  before  then  estimated  for,  is 19,000  00 

Total 72,112  50 

Making  the  total  estimate  for  the  work  already  done  and  that  now  projected  $147, 000  00 
The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  this  river,  based  upon  the  foregoing  estimates,  viz: 

By  act  of  July  11, 1870,  for  improvement  of  Merrimac  River,  Massachu- 
setts       825,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3, 1871,  for  improvement  of  Merrimac  River  above  Haver- 
hill, Mass 25,000  00 

By  act  of  June  10, 1872,  for  improvement  of  Merrimac  River  above  Haver- 
hill, Mass 25,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3,  1873,  for  improvement  of  Merrimac  River,  Massachu- 
aetts 25,000  00 

By  act  of  June  23,  1874,  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  Merrimac 
River,  Massachusetts 10,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3,  1875,  for  improvement  of  Merrimac  River,  Massachu- 
setts        12,000  90 

Total $122,000  00 

The  additional  amount  required,  therefore,  for  completing  the  works  now 

pwgectedis 25,000  00 

The  amoant  that  had  been  expended  up  to  the  1st  of  July,  1875,  was 108, 836  45 

l^ariog  then  available  the  sum  of ^-,.       13,163  55:^1^ 
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On  referriDg  to  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1875,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  projected  work  at  the  falls  above  Ha?- 
erhill  had  then  been  completed,  and  that  South  Gauge  way  Kock  and  tbe 
wrecked  vessel  in  Kewburyport  harbor  had  been  removed ;  also  that  the 
shoals  near  Eocks  bridge  had  been  improved  by  dredging,  and  that 
numerous  sunken  bowlders,  including  Little  Currier  Bock,  which  ob- 
structed the  channel  above  and  below  Bocks  bridge,  (6^  miles  below 
Haverhill,)  as  well  as  those  inside  the  draw  of  the  bridge,  had  been 
removed. 

In  July,  1875,  a  large  number  of  dangerous  sunken  rocks  were  also 
removed  from  Currier  Shoal,  and  still  more  from  the  channel  below 
Bocks  bridge,  including  Petty  Bock,  greatly  improving  this  the  most 
dangerous  part  of  the  river  below  Haverhill. 

The  project  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  consists  in  ob- 
taining a  depth  of  12  feet  of  water,  at  ordinary  high-water,  from  its 
mouth  up  to  Haverhill. 
.  Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1875,  a  contract  has  been  made 
with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  the  lowest  bidders, 
for  6,500  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging  at  Currier  Shoal,  (about 
four  miles  below  Haverhill,)  at  35  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured 
in  the  scows.  Operations  were  commenced  under  their  contract  on  the 
19th  June,  1876,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  will  be  completed  not  later 
than  the  end  of  July. 

The  balance  of  the  funds  that  will  be  available  after  completing  the 
improvement  at  Currier  Shoal  is  to  be  applied  to  other  projected  work 
remaining  to  be  done  between  Haverhill  and  JiTewburyport. 

Money  statement 

Amount  avaHable  July  1,  1875 |1?,163  55 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 2, 703  01 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 10,460  54 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing;  project 25, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ld7d .  25, 000  00 


A  II. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  GLOUCESTER  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10, 1872,  the  sum  of  $10,000 
was  appropriated  for  tbe  removal  of  sunken  rocks  in  this  harbor,  and 
with  it  they  have  all  been  removed  to  the  extent  contemplated,  being 
as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Clam  Rock,  removed  from  a  depth  of  1  foot  to  9J  feet  below  the 
plane  of  mean  low- water,  the  level  of  the  surrounding  bottom ; 

2.  Pinnacle  Rocks,  removed  from  8J  feet  above  down  to  the  level  of 
the  surrounding  bottom,  which  has  a  depth  of  16^  feet  below  the  plane 
of  mean  low- water ; 

3.  Rocks  off  J.  Friend's  wharf,  removed  down  to  the  level  of  the  sur- 
rounding bottom ; 

4.  Rock  off  Pew's  wharf  was  entirely  removed  to  a  depth  of  5  feet 
below  mean  low- water ;  and 

5.  The  largest  bowlders  were  removed  from  the  rocky  shoal  known  as 
"Babson's  Ledge." 

Work  has  been  suspended  since  July  1, 1873. 

Money  atateinent 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $686  84 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 579  10 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 107  74 
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A   12. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  SALEM  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  Jane  10, 1872,  ^<  making  appropriations 
for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public  works  on 
rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes,"  provided  for  a  survey  of 
this  harbor,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement.  A  survey  of  it,  mad* 
in  August  and  September,  1872,  by  Mr.  Soph  us  Haagensen,  assistant 
engineer,  showed  that  the  following  works  were  necessary,  viz : 

1.  The  excavation  by  dredging  of  a  channel  1,730  feet  long,  300  feet 
wide,  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  (giving  17.3  feet  at  mean  high- 
water,)  from  deep  water  to  the  entrance  of  South  Kiver,  the  estimated 
cost  of  which  was  as  follows,  viz : 

(f )  Exc&Tating  36,000  cubic  yards  of  mud,  at  50  cent« $18,000  00 

{b)  Excavatiog  12,000  cubic  yards  of  hard  clay,  at  9U  ceuts 10, 080  00 

Adding  for  ooutingencies,  say 3,920  00 

Total 32,000  00 

8.  For  coDstmctiDg  a  sea-wall  and  breakwater  for  tbe  protectiou  and  pres- 
erratioD  of  Long  Point|  as  per  estimate  given  in  annual  report  of  1873..     23, 000  00 

Total 55,000  00 

Upon  the  above  estimates  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congresi 
as  follows,  viz : 

By  let  approved  March  3, 1873 815,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1874 10,000  00 

Total 25,000  OO 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1873,  a  contract  was  made  with 
Mr.  Augustus  E.  Wright,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  for  dredging,  at  44  cents 
per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows,  by  which  the  channel  was 
opened  to  the  projected  length  and  depth  for  a  width  of  160  feet. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  a  contract  was  made,  Sep- 
tember 5, 1874,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  the 
lowest  of  four  bidders,  for  completing  all  the  projected  dredging  at  this 
place,  at  the  filiowing  prices,  viz : 

(1)  Stiff  clay  intermixed  with  bowlders  at  35  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
as  measured  in  the  scows ;  and  (2)  soft  mud  at  20  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as 
neasured  in  the  scows. 

Work  was  commenced  under  this  contract  December  9, 1874,  and  was 
completed  April  20,  1875,  resulting  in  the  dredging  of  1,945  cubic  yards 
of  clay  and  bowlders  and  41,658  cubic  yards  of  soft  mud,  altogether 
^,503  cubic  yards,  whereby  the  channel  was  completed  to  a  width  of 
300  feet,  as  originally  projected. 

Money  statement 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $23, 000  00 

^OQot  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .     23,  000  00 


A  13. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  BOSTON  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  works  projected  and  commenced  prior  to  1866  for  the  improve- 
Mtki  of  Boston  Harbor  consisted  of  the  sea-walls  on  Deer  Island,  Lov- 
e's Island,  and  Great  Brewster  Island.     Those  on  Deer  Island  were 
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eommeDced  iu  1827,  aud  were  completed,  as  partially  reboilt,  in  1869; 
those  on  Lovell's  Island  were  commenced  in  1843  and  completed  in 
1869 ;  and  that  on  Great  Brewster  Island  was  commenced  in  1849  and 
completed  in  1869. 

On  referring  to  the  annual  reports  from  1866  to  1870,  it  appears  that 
up  to  1870  there  had  been  expended  upon  the  Great  Brewster  sea-wall 
the  sum  of  $277,082.55,  and  for  those  upon  Deer  and  LovelPs  Islands  the 
sum  of  $133,420.24,  (from  1866  to  1870,)  in  addition  to  the  appropria- 
tions made  prior  to  1866.  These  sea-walls,  which  had  been  under  the 
charge  of  Colonel  H.  W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  1865,  were 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  Thom,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, in  April,  1873. 

In  1866  new  works  for  the  further  improvement  of  this  harbor  were 
planned  by  the  board  of  harbor  commissioners,  organized  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Massachusetts,  and  estimates  therefor  were  submitted  by  them 
as  follows,  Tiz : 

For  the  improvement  of  the  channel  across  the  Upper  Middle  Bar,  by 
dredging  a  channel  23  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  and  1,000  feet  wide, 

at  a  total  estimated  cost  of $157,085  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  the  Narrows  by  dredging  off  the 
southwest  point  of  LovelPs  Island  and  the  extremity  of  Great  Brewster 
Spit,  so  as  to  widen  the  channel  to  685  feet  at  23  feet  depth  of  water,  at 

a  total  estimated  cost  of 188,805  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  the  Narrows,  by  the  removal  by 

blasting  of  Tower  Rock  and  Corwin  Rock,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 20, 000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  the  north  head  of  Long  Island,  by  the  constmction 

of  a  sea-wall,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 150,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  the  north  end  of  Gallop's  Island,  by  the  constmc- 
tion of  a  sea-wall,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 103,585  63 

For  the  preservation  of  Point  Allerton,  by  the  construction  of  a  sea-wall, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of 70,991  87 

Total 690,467  m 

Au  appropriation  based  upon  these  estimates  having  been  made  by 
Congress,  in  March,  1867,  the  late  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Foster,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  was  assigned  to  the  charge  of  those  works  in  May,  1867,  and 
they  continued  under  his  charge  until  May,  1871,  when  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  Lieut.  Col.  Thom,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

For  the  several  works,  projected  as  above  in  1866  and  since,  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  to  date,  viz : 

By  act  approved  March  2, 1867,  for  preservation  and  improvement  of  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  Massachusetts $375,000  00 

Allotted  ander  act  of  July  25,  1868 43,000  00 

Allotted  under  act  of  April  10,  1«>9 82,170  00 

By  act  approved  July  11, 1870,  for  preservation  and  improvement  of  Bos- 
ton Harnor,  Massachusetts 100,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1871,  for  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor,  Mas- 
sachusetts        100,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  10, 1872,  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor, 
Massachusetts 100.000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873,  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor, 
Massachusetts,  including  Deer  and  LovelPs  Islands 150, 000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1874,  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the 
harbor  at  Boston,  Mass 100,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875,  for  the  improvement  of  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  Massachusetts $100,000  00 

Providing  that  §10,000  of  said  amount  may  be  expended  for 

the  improvement  of  Hingham  Harbor 10,000  00 

90,000  00 

Total 1,140,170  00 

The  following  is  a  brief  history  of  each  of  the  works,  completed  and 
uncompleted,  that  have  hitherto  been  projected  for  the  improvement  of 
this  harbor,  viz :  ^.g,.^^,  .^  GoOglc 
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1.— SEA-WALL   FOR  THE   PROTECTION    AND   PRESERVATION   OF   POINT 

ALLERTON. 

Work  was  commenced  upon  this  sea-wall  in  September,  1870,  and 
was  completed  in  May,  1874.  It  was  bailt  for  the  most  part  under  four 
separate  contracts  with  Mr,  James  M.  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me., 
made  respectively  May  24, 1870,  July  26, 1871,  August  24,  1872,  and 
May  8, 1873.    The  total  length  of  this  sea-wall  completed  is  1,202  feet. 

In  addition  to  this  sea-wall  there  have  been  built  since  July,  1873,  for 
the  protection  of  its  concrete  foundation  where  most  exposed  to  injury 
by  storms  and  currents,  1,005  linear  feet  of  granite  apron  and  eight  jet- 
ties, in  which  have  been  placed  1,776  tons  of  grout.  This  apron  has  an 
average  width  of  10  feet  and  a  height  of  2  to  3  feet.  It  extends  all 
along  the  fonrth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  faces,  (counting  from 
the  east,)  and  for  about  55  feet  along  the  first  face  as  well  as  along  the 
western  wing-wall  in  order  to  protect  it^  junction  with  the  shore  crest. 
The  several  jetties  have  a  length  of  25  to  30  feet,  a  width  of  about  6  to 
8  feet,  and  a  height  of  2  to  3  feet ;  and  they  are  placed  one  at  each  of 
the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  angles,  one  each  at  the  mid- 
dle of  the  fii'st  and  seventh  faces,  and  at  the  easterly  wing- wall. 

A  recent  inspection  of  this  sea- wall  shows  that  it  is  in  excellent  con- 
dition in  every  respect,  and  that  the  riprap  apron-work  has  fully  an- 
swered the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 

2— SEA-WALL  FOR  THE    PROTECTION  AND  PRESERVATION  OF  GREAT 

BREWSTER  ISLAND. 

This  wall,  2,840  feet  in  length,  was  built  for  the  protection  of  the  north 
and  south  heads  of  the  island.  It  was  commenced  in  the  year  1849,  and 
was  continued  through  the  year  1850,  when  work  upon  it  was  suspended. 
Since  then  it  has  been  continued  from  time  to  time,  as  appropriations 
have  been  made  for  it,  until  its  completion  in  1869.  This  wall  is  gener- 
ally in  good  condition.  In  several  places  the  mortar  has  been  washed 
oat  of  the  joints  to  an  extent  necessitating  repairs. 

3.— sea-walls  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  lov- 

ell's  island. 

Two  sea-walls  have  been  built  by  the  United  States  Government  on 
this  island,  one  in  1843,  for  the  protection  of  its  north  head  for  a  length 
of  750  feet,  and  the  other  in  1868-'69,  for  the  protection  of  its  southeast 
blaff  for  a  length  of  about  800  feet. 

For  the  protection  of  the  shoreline  south  of  the  north  head  wall  an 
apron-work  of  large  rubble-stone  was  built  in  1873,  for  a  length  of  620 
were  used ;  and  for  the  protection  of  the  shore-line  next  to  the  southern 
feet,  with  five  jetties  projecting  from  it,  in  which  1,095  tons  of  stone 
eDd  of  the  southeastern  sea-wall,  a  rubble-stone  apron  110  feet  in  length 
was  also  built,  in  1873,  in  which  139  tons  of  stone  were  used.  A  recent 
inspection  of  these  aprons  shows  that  they  have  fully  answered  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  intended. 

The  wall  on  the  southeast  bluff  has  been  much  damaged  by  storms 
during  the  past  year,  and  especially  by  the  gales  of  March  and  April, 
1876.  Over  300  linear  feet  of  the  coping-course  has  been  removed,  and 
the  cobble-stone  paving  back  of  the  coping  has  been  washed  out  for  a 
length  of  about  400  feet  Injury  has  also  been  done  to  the  stone  jetties, 
and  the  joints  in  several  places  have  been  opened.    To  prevent  a  recur- 
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rence  of  sach  damage  it  is  recommended  that  greater  relief  be  given  to 
the  wall  (now  but  8  feet  above  its  concrete  foundation)  by  adding  two 
more  facing  courses,  each  of  2  feet,  and  by  substituting  for  the  cobble- 
stone pavement  in  rear  of  the  coping,  granite  flagging,  resting  on  a 
shingle  and  gravel  bed.  The  cost  of  this  change,  including  the  repairs 
now  necessary,  is  estimated  at  §15,000. 

4.— SEA-WALL    FOR  THE    PROTECTION    AND    PRESERVATION    OF    GAL- 
LOP'S ISLAND. 

This  sea-wall  is  1,785J  feet  in  length.  Work  upon  it  was  commenced 
in  1868,  under  a  contract  with  Mr.  James  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me., 
and  was  carried  on  under  that  contract  until  the  end  of  April,  1871, 
after  which  it  was  continued  with  hired  labor  until  its  completion  in  the 
latter  part  of  September,  1871. 

The  violent  storms  and  currents  to  which  this  sea-wall  is  exposed  had 
laid  bare  its  concrete  foundation  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  necessary 
for  its  protection  and  preservation  a  rubble-stone  apron  for  nearly  its 
whole  extent,  with  the  addition  of  jetties  in  the  most  exposed  places. 
This  apron- work  was  commenced  in  August,  1873,  and  was  completed 
in  May,  1874.  It  extends  along  the  sea-wall  for  a  length  of  1,655  feet, 
being  on  its  most  exposed  faces  10  feet  in  width.  Nine  jetties  have  been 
built  at  and  near  the  angles  of  the  wall,  four  of  which  are  of  split  gran- 
ite, bedded  in  part  in  concrete  laid  in  trenches  and  surrounded  with  a 
concrete  apron,  each  jetty  being  18  feet  in  length  and  5  feet  in  width' 
The  quantity  of  stone  used  in  this  apron  and  the  jetties  was  about  1,450 
tons.  A  recent  inspection  of  this  work  shows  that  it  is  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  that  the  riprap  apron- work  and  jetties  have  fully  answered 
the  purpose  intended.  Some  repairs,  however,  are  necessary  for  the 
apron- work,  which  has  been  somewhat  disturbed  in  one  or  two  places 
by  recent  gales. 

5.— SEA-WALL    FOR    THE    PROTECTION    AND    PRESERVATION    OF  THE 
NORTH  HEAD   OF  LONG  ISLAND. 

Work  was  commenced  upon  this  sea-wall  in  August,  1870,  and  was 
completed  in  July,  1874.  It  has  been  built,  for  the  most  part,  under 
four  separate  contracts  with  Mr.  James  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me., 
made  respectively  May  24,  1870,  July  26,  1871,  August  23,  1872,  and 
May  8, 1873.    The  length  of  this  sea-wall  is  2,081f  feet. 

In  addition  to  the  sea-wall  there  has  been  built  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  its  concrete  foundation,  where  most  exposed  to  injury 
by  storms  and  currents,  a  rubble-stone  apron  for  a  length  of  975  feet  in 
front  of  the  wall,  together  with  10  stone  jetties.  This  apron  averages 
from  8  to  10  feet  in  width,  and  from  2  to  3  feet  in  height.  The  jetties 
are  triangular  in  shape,  and  project  from  12  to  20  feet  beyond  the  apron ; 
about  900  tons  of  rubble-stone  was  used  for  this  work,  together  with  a 
large  quantity  of  bowlders  and  cobble-stone  found  in  its  immediate  vi- 
cinity. This  apron-work  was  commenced  in  April,  1874,  and  completed 
early  in  August,  1874. 

A  recent  inspection  of  this  sea-wall  shows  that  it  is  in  good  condition, 
and  that  the  riprap  apron-work  and  jetties  have  fully  answered  the 
l)urpose  intended. 

6.— SEA-WALLS    FOR  THE   PROTECTION  AND  PRESERVATION   OF  DEER 

ISLAND. 

Under  appropriations  made  by  Congress  in  1827,  and  subsequently, 
three  sea- wall*  have  been  built  for  protecting  the  three  prominent  heads 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         171 

of  this  island ;  that  at  the  North  Head  being  1,740  feet  lon^,  and  19}  feet 
high  above  its  foundation,  and  14=  feet  above  ordinary  high-water ;  that 
at  the  Middle  Head  840  feet  long,  17}  feet  high  above  its  foundation,  and 
12  feet  above  mean  high-water ;  and  that  at  the  South  Head  380  feet 
long,  14}  feet  high  above  its  foundation,  and  12  feet  above  mean  high- 
water.  These  walls  were  built  of  regularly  split  quarried  stone,  with  a 
partial  dressing  only,  and  laid  dry  as  headers,  the  only  backing  being 
the  clay  and  gravel  in  rear,  which,  silting  out  through  the  open  joints, 
left  in  course  of  time  large  cavities  at  several  places  in  rear  of  the  walls, 
resulting  in  much  damage  to  the  walls,  with  a  probability  of  their  entire 
destruction.  To  repair  the  damage  already  done,  and  to  prevent  its  re- 
currence for  the  future,  the  rebuilding  of  these  walls  was  commenced 
in  1865,  by  which  its  several  courses,  except  the  lowest,  were  laid  in 
mortar  and  backed  with  concrete,  and  otherwise  much  strengthened. 
This  rebuilding  was  continued  until  the  latter  part  of  1869,  with  the 
following  result,  as  reported  by  Ool.  H.  W.  Benham  while  in  charge  of 
these  walls. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  wall  of  the  Middle  Head  was  completed  in  1867, 
for  an  extent  of  540  feet,  all  that  then  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

The  wall  of  the  South  Head  was  commenced  and  completely  rebuilt 
ia  a  substantial  manner,  comprising  about  420  running  feet,  in  the 
year  1867. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  wall  at  the  North  Head  was  continued  until 
August,  1869,  up  to  which  time  1,250  linear  feet  of  wall  was  taken  up, 
relaid,  and  completed  in  rear ;  two  split  stone  jetties,  25  to  28  feet  long, 
were  placed,  one  at  about  the  middle  of  the  main  face  of  the  North  Head, 
and  the  other  in  a  similar  position  at  the  Middle  Head  wall. 

In  his  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1872,  Colonel  Benham 
states  that  the  three  sea-walls  pertaining  to  these  bluffs  of  Deer  Island 
were  ^^  in  essentially  a  good  condition,  especially  in  the  parts  that  had 
been  rebuilt^  that  a  few  defects  are  found  by  the  falling  or  drawing  out 
of  the  foundation-stones,  even,  in  some  cases,  of  the  parts  rebuilt,  from 
their  not  having  been  taken  up  to  the  lowest  foundation  course,  and 
from  the  great  force  of  the  current  or  waves  along  these  foundations." 

In  the  latter  part  of  1873,  some  repairs  were  made  on  the  wall  at  the 
North  Head,  and  an  inspection  recently  made  shows  that  still  further 
damage  has  been  done  to  that  wall  by  the  gales  of  March  and  April 
last  which  will  have  to  be  repaired. 

7. — STRAIGHTENING,  WIDENING,  AND  DEEPENING  THE  MAIN  SHIP-CHAN- 
NEL AT  THE  WEST  END  OF  GREAT  BREWSTER  SPIT. 

This  work  consists  in  the  removal  by  dredging  of  the  southern  portion 
of  this  spit  so  as  to  obtain  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water  for  a 
width  of  not  less  than  600  feet,  with  proper  slopes  up  to  the  18- foot  curve. 
A  survey  of  this  locality,  made  in  August,  1872,  showed  that  the  extreme 
westerly  end  of  the  spit  had  so  far  advanced  into  the  channel  that  the 
low- water  line  was  120  feet  further  out  than  it  was  in  1860,  and  the  18- 
foot  curve  was  168  feet  from  that  of  1860. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  June  23, 1874,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor,  a  contract  was  made  September  3, 1874,  with  the 
New  England  Dredging  Company  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  lowest  respon- 
sible bidders,  for  completing  this  work.  Work  was  commenced  under 
this  contract  on  the  13th  of  October  and  continued  until  the  29th  of 
October,  1874,  when  it  was  suspended  for  the  winter.  It  was  resumed 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1875,  the  earliest  date  practicable,  and  was  con- 
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tinned  up  to  the  middle  of  Aagust,  1875.  All  the  dred|;^Dg  to  be  called 
for  under  this  contract  has  been  completed,  resulting  in  29,226  cubic 
yards.  For  the  entire  completion  of  this  contract  there  remains  only 
the  excavation  of  112J  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge,  which  had  been  laid 
bare  by  the  dredging.  As  preparations  had  not  been  made  by  the  con- 
tracting party  for  this  unexpected  work,  operations  were  suspended 
upon  it  until  June  1, 1876,  when  work  was  again  commenced,  with  a 
probability  of  its  completion  in  the  month  of  September,  1876. 

8.— STRAIGHTENING,  WIDENING,  AND  DEEPENING  THE  MAIN  SHIP- 
CHANNEL  AT  THE  SOUTHEAST  AND  SOUTHWEST  POINTS  OF  LOVBLL'S 
ISLAND. 

This  work  consists  in  the  removal,  by  dredging,  of  the  Southeast  and 
Southwest  Points  of  this  island,  so  as  to  give,  in  "  The  Narrows,"  a 
channel  600  feet  in  width  for  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water,  with 
proper  slopes  up  to  the  18-feet  curves.  Work  was  commenced  on 
the  Southwest  Point  in  1867,  under  a  contract  made  with  Mr.  A.  Boschk^, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  was  continued  during  that  and  the  two  following 
years,  until  suspended  for  want  of  funds.  A  resurvey  of  this  channel, 
made  in  1872,  showed  that  it  had  not  changed  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent at  its  Southwest  Point  since  the  close  of  the  dredging  operations  in 
1869 ;  that  the  18  feet  curve  was  very  nearly  the  same  as  then ;  and 
that  the  shore  above  low-water  line  had  acquired  a  more  natural  slope 
of  8  feet  horizontal  to  1  foot  rise  by  the  receding  inland  of  the  high- 
water  line,  but  that  the  flats  off  the  Southeast  Point  of  this  island  had 
advanced  so  much  toward  the  main  channel  as  to  materially  impede 
and  endanger  navigation. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  June  23, 1874,  for  the  im- 
provement of  Boston  Harbor,  a  contract  was  made  September  8,  1874, 
with  Messrs.  Boynton  Brothers,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  lowest  responsi- 
ble bidders,  for  completing  the  work  projected  for  the  improvement  at 
the  Southeast  Point  of  this  island,  viz,  40,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less, 
of  dredging,  at  38  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows. 
^Vork  under  this  contract  was  commenced  on  the  7th  of  October  and 
continued  until  the  17th  of  December,  1874,  when  it  was  suspended  for 
the  winter.  It  was  resumed  on  the  11th  of  May,  1875,  the  earliest  date 
practicable,  and  was  completed  September  22,  1875,  31,058  cubic  yarda 
having  been  dredged  under  this  contract. 

For  completing  the  projected  improvement  at  the  Southwest  Point 
of  this  island,  about  40,000  cubic  yards  of  additional  dredging  will  be 
neccessary,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  at  40  cents  per  cubic  yard,  is 
$16,000. 

9.— STR  AIGHTENINa,  WIDENING,  AND  DEEPENING  THE  MAIN  SHIP-CHAN- 
NEL AT  THE  ITPPEB  MIDDLE  BAB. 

The  work  now  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this  bar  consists  in 
opening  through  it  a  channel,  600  feet  in  width,  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at 
mean  low-water,  through  a  total  distance  of  about  5,500  feet,  the  princi- 
pal difficulties  being  in  a  space  about  2,200  feet  in  length,  in  which  the 
depth  to  be  increased  varies  from  1  to  7  feet.  Under  a  contract  made 
May  20,  1870,  with  Emory  E.  Seward,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  dredging  was 
carried  on  at  this  place  until  the  1st  of  June,  1871,  at  which  time  26,120 
cubic  yards  had  been  excavated  under  that  contract,  by  which  one  cut, 
about  1,800  feet  in  length,  was  partially  opened  to  a  width  of  40  feet, 
and  to  a  depth  varying  from  20  to  23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 
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Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1871,  a  new  con- 
tract was  made  July  29, 1871,  with  Mr.  R.  G.  Packard,  of  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  which  was  completed  June  29, 1872,  by  20,305  cubic  yards  of  dredg- 
ing«  making,  to  that  date,  an  aggregate  of  46,425  cubic  yards  of  dredg- 
ing. By  this  work,  one  cut,  about  l,8(K)feet  in  length,  was  opened  to  a  width 
of  40  feet,  to  a  full  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  a  second  cut 
of  the  same  width  and  depth  for  a  length  of  1,040  feet,  including  the  re- 
moval of  a  very  large  bowlder  discovered  in  1872,  in  the  main  ship-chan- 
nel, with  but  16J  feet  of  water  upon  it  at  mean  low-water. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1873,  a  contract  was  made  March 
5, 1874,  with  the  Atlantic  Dredging  Company,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  for 
75,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging,  at  64  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
as  measured  in  the  scows,  and  at  $35  per  cubic  yard  for  excavation  of 
ledge,  and  of  bowlders  exceeding  6  tons  in  weight.  Operations  were 
commenced  in  April,  1874,  and  were  continued  up  to  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, of  that  year,  when  they  were  suspended  for  the  winter.  On  the 
26th  of  May,  1875,  they  were  resumed,  and  continued  up  to  the  17th  of 
December,  of  that  year.  They  were  again  resumed  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1876,  and  have  been  continued  up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  (June 
30,  1876,)  at  which  time  89,375  cubic  yards  had  been  dredged  under 
this  contract.* 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  June  23,  1874,  for  con- 
tinuing the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  a  contract  was  made  September 
1,  1874,  with  the  Harbor  Improvement  Company  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for 
42,000  cubic  yards  of  additional  dredging  on  this  bar,  at  85  cents  per 
cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows.  Dredging  was  commenced  under 
this  contract  on  the  3d  of  October,  and  continued  until  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1874,  when  it  was  suspended  for  the  winter.  It  was  resumed 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1875,  and  continued  up  to  the  17th  of  December, 
1875,  at  which  time  42,843^  cubic  yards  had  been  dredged  under  this 
contract.  There  now  remains  to  be  done,  for  the  completion  of  this 
contract,  the  excavation  of  37  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  which  will  prob- 
ably be  completed  in  July. 

XJnder  the  appropriation  made  for  this  harbor  by  act  of  March  3,  1875, 
a  contract  was  made  May  19,  1875,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of 
Portland,  Me.,  for  90,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  additional  dredg- 
ing on  this  bar  and  the  shoals  below  it,  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as 
measured  in  the  scows,  including  bowlders  not  exceeding  6  tons  in 
weight,  and  for  excavating  ledge  or  bowlders  exceeding  6  tons  in 
weight  at  $35  per  cubic  yard ;  the  work  to  be  completed  on  or  before 
the  30th  of  September,  1876.  Operations  were  commenced  under  this 
contract  May  9, 1876,  and  have  been  continued  since  then,  resulting  in 
24,014^  cubic  yards  of  dredging. 

The  total  quantity  of  dredging,  therefore,  that  has  been  done  up  to 
date  under  the  several  contracts  named  amounts  to  202,658  cubic  yards, 
whereby  a  channel  has  been  opened  for  an  average  width  of  about  450 
feet  and  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water  through  the  shoalest 
portion  of  the  Upper  Middle  Bar,  averaging  in  length  about  2,200  feet. 
In  order  to  complete  the  projected  channel  at  the  Upper  Middle  Bar, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  for  about  25,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging, 
in  addition  to  that  which  remains  to  be  done  under  the  three  unfinished 
contracts,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard,  is 
♦18,750. 

*ThU  contract  was  completed  on  the  11th  of  July,  1876. 
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10.— REMOVAL  OP  NASH'S  ROOK,  (SHOAL.) 

Nash's  Rock,  so  called,  is  a  shoal  lying  in  the  outer  entrance  to  Boston 
Harbor,  about  one-third  of  the  way  over  from  Brewster  Spit  to  Point 
Allerton.  This  shoal  was  surveyed  in  September  and  October,  1873, 
and  a  special  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  drawings,  was  submitted 
to  the  Department  on  the  24th  of  March,  1874.  From  information 
acquired  by  this  survey,  it  is  seen  that  the  only  portion  of  this  shoal 
which  it  would  be  advisable  and  practicable  to  improve  is  that  having 
less  than  21  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low-water,  which  portion  has 
an  area  of  637J  superficial  yards,  and  would  require,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  depth  of  21  feet,  the  excavation  and  removal  of  about  200  cubic  yards 
of  bowlders,  shingle,  &c.,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $5,000;  whereas  to  re- 
move the  whole  shoal  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  below  the  plane  of  mean  low 
water  would  require  the  excavation  of  over  16,000  cubic  yards  of  simi- 
lar material  over  an  area  9^^^  acres,  the  cost  of  which  would  be  greatly 
disproportionate  to  the  benetit  that  would  result  therefrom. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  harbor,  a  contract  was  made  May  19,  1875,  with 
Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  for  removing  this  shoal 
to  the  projected  depth  of  21  feet  at  mean  low-water  on  terms  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

a.  For  200  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  gravel,  shingle,  &c.,  (includ- 
ing  bowlders  not  exceeding  6  tons  in  weight,)  at  $5  per  cubic  yard,  as 
measured  in  the  scows;  and 

b.  For  bowlders  exceeding  in  weight  6  tons,  (of  2,240  pounds,)  at  $35 
per  ton. 

This  work  is  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  30th  6*'  September,  1876^ 

11.— REMOVAL  OF  KELLY'S  BOOK. 

This  rock  lies  in  the  main  ship-channel,  distant  about  700  yards,  in  a 
direction  southeast  by  south  of  Bug  light,  (at  the  Narrows,)  and  in  the 
line  of  entrance-buoy  No.  1  and  Bug  light.  In  1869,  operations  were 
commenced  for  removing  this  ledge  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  below  the  plane 
of  mean  low-water,  and  were  continued  up  to  the  end  of  December, 
1870.  These  operations  were  continued  in  June  and  July,  1873.  An 
accurate  survey,  since  made,  of  this  rock  showed  that  there  still  re- 
mained an  area  of  about  320  superficial  yards  of  this  ledge  which  has 
less  than  the  projected  depth  on  the  shoalest  parts,  of  which  there  were 
but  21.2  feet  of  water  at  mean  low-water,  and  that  in  order  to  obtain  the 
full  depth  of  23  feet  would  require  the  removal  of  not  less  than  80  cubic 
yards  of  the  ledge. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for  this  harbor 
a  contract  was  made  May  14,  1875,  with  Mr.  George  W.  Townsend,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  for  completing  the  removal  of  this  rock  at  $60  per  cubic 
yard.  He  commenced  operations  under  this  contract  in  the  latter  part 
of  May  and  completed  it  September  30, 1875. 

During  the  removal  of  this  rock  in  1875  new  ledges  were  discovered 
in  its  vicinity,  above  and  below,  having  on  the  shoalest  parts  a  depth  of 
but  20  to  21  feet  at  mean  low-water.  These  ledges  cover  an  area  of 
about  543  square  yards  in  the  23feet  plane  below  mean  low-water,  and 
189  cubic  yards  will  have  to  be  removed  above  that  plane,  the  estimated 
cost  of  which,  at  $60  per  cubic  yard,  is  $11,340. 

12.— REMOVAL  OF  TOWER  BOOK. 

This  rock  was  situated  in  the  main  ship-channel  at  the  Narrows 
about  100  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great  Brewster  Spit  light.    It  was 
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blasted  out  and  removed  in  1867  to  thiB  projected  depth  of  23  feet  at 
mean  low-water. 

13.— REMOVAL  OF  CORWIN  ROCK. 

This  rock  was  sitaated  in  the  main  ship-channel  at  the  IS'arrows,  about 
200  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great  Brewster  Spit  light.    It  was  blasted 
out  and  removed  in  the  years  1868  and  1S69  to  the  projected  depth  of 
j       23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

\ 

14. — REMOVAL  OF  SUNKEN  LEDGIJ,  BETWEEN   GEORGE'S  ISLAND  AND 
GREAT  BREWSTER  SPIT. 

This  ledge  was  discovered  in  September,  1872,  in  a  resurvey  of  the 
Narrows.  It  was  situated  near  the  middle  of  the  main  ship-channel, 
directly  in  the  track  of  all  large  vessels,  and  particularly  of  the  European 
steamers,  and  was  distant  317  yards  in  a  direction  west  by  south  from 
Bag  light.  It  had  but  18.9  feet  of  water  upon  it  at  mean  low-water, 
and  was,  therefore,  a  dangerous  obstacle  to  navigation. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  a  contract  was  made  August 
31, 1874,  with  Mr.  William  H.  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  the  removal 
of  this  ledge  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water — altogether  16^ 
cubic  yards — for  the  sum  of  $400,  which  he  completed  early  in  Septem- 
ber, 1875. 

16. — REMOVAL  OF  BARREL  ROCK,  IN  BROAD  SOUND. 

This  was  a  bowlder  lying  about  one  mile  a  little  north  of  west  from 
Oreen  Island,  and  near  the  sailing-line  of  the  Portland  and  other  Maine 
steamers.  It  had  only  4  feet  of  water  over  it  at  low-tide,  and  in  thick 
weather  was  a  dangerous  obstacle  to  navigation.  It  was  removed  in 
1869. 

16.— REMOVAL   OF  STATE  AND  PALMYRA  ROOKS. 

A  special  survey  was  made  of  these  rocks,  of  which  a  report  and 
drawings  were  transmitted  to  the  Department  on  the  25th  of  May,  1874. 
By  this  survey  it  was  ascertained  that  State  Eock  and  Palmyra  Rock, 
of  the  position  and  character  of  which  but  little  previously  had  been 
known,  are  situated  very  near  each  other,  and  most  probably  are 
ODtcroppings  of  the  same  ledge,  forming  spurs  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  Lower  Middle  Bar,  about  one-half  a  mile  east  of  Castle  Island. 

To  effect  the  improvement  proposed  required  altogether  the  removal 
of  about  62  cubic  yards  of  rock,  for  which  a  contract  was  made,  Au- 
gust 31, 1874,  with  Mr.  William  H.  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  who  was  the  low- 
est of  two  bidders,  at  $1,500  for  the  job.  Mr.  Lloyd  commenced  work 
upon  the  removal  of  the  rocks  in  {September,  1874,  and  continued  up  to 
the  middle  of  November,  when,  on  account  of  the  weather,  he  was 
obliged  to  suspend  for  the  winter.  He  resumed  work  about  the  1st  of 
Jane,  1875,  and  completed  their  removal  on  the  15th  of  that  month. 

17.— THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  WRECK  OF  THE  SCHOONER  DELOS. 

This  was  an  old  vessel,  of  about  100  tons  burden,  deeply  loaded  with 
gravel  in  her  hold  and  on  deck,  destined  for  the  engineer- work  at  Fort 
Warren,  and  was  sunk  in  the  gale  of  November  12, 1872,  in  Nantasket 
fioads,  about  100  yards  from  Fort  Warren  wharf,  in  about  22  feet  of 
water  at  low-water.  When  examined  in  December,  1872,  sue  was 
stripped  of  her  masts  and  rigging,  and  was  much  shattered,  and  had 
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abont  14  feet  of  water  over  her  at  mean  low-water.  The  breaking-ap 
and  removal  of  this  wreck  was  commenced  on  May  29, 1873,  and  was 
completed  in  the  early  part  of  June. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  it  is  seen  that  nearly  all  the  works 
hitherto  projected  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor  have  been 
completed,  and  that  those  remaining  to  b&  completed  are — 

1.  The  removal  of  a  recently  discovered  ledge  near  the  southwestern 
extremity  of  Great  Brewster  Spit.  Work  has  been  commenced  apon 
this  ledge  by  contract,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be  completed  in 
Septem^r,  1876; 

2.  Aboat  40,000  cnbic  yards  of  dredging  at  the  Sonthwest  Point  of 
Lovell's  Island,  in  order  to  obtain  the  contemplated  width  and  depth  of 
channel,  for  which  no  fands  are  now  available ; 

3.  Aboat  90,000  cabic  yards  of  dredging  at  the  Upper  Middle  Bar,  for 
obtaining  a  channel  to  the  projected  width  of  600  feet  and  a  depth  of 
23  feet  at  mean  low- water.  A  contract  was  made  for  65,000  cubic  yards 
of  this  dredging  to  be  completed  this  season,  leaving  only  25,000  cubic 
yards  to  be  provided  for  by  future  appropriations ; 

4.  Bemoval  of  Nash's  Kock,  (Shoal.)  This  work  has  not  yet  been  com- 
menced ;  but  a  contract  has  been  made  requiring  it  to  be  completed  on 
or  before  the  30th  of  September  next ; 

5.  The  removal  of  abont  189  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge,  discovered 
in  *  1875,  in  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's  Kock,  for  which  no  funds  are  now 
available. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  southeastern  sea-wall  on  Lovell's  Island 
will  require  raising  and  repairing,  and  some  few  repairs  are  needed  by 
the  sea-walls  on  Great  Brewster  Island  and  Deer  Island,  for  which  no 
funds  are  now  available. 

In  the  appropriation  for  this  harbor,  made  by  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved March  3, 1875,  provision  was  made  for  the  improvement  of  Hing- 
ham  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  to  an  extent  not  exceeding  $10,000.  A 
careful  survey  of  this  harbor  made  in  October  and  November,  1874, 
showed  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  improvements  required  for  the 
commerce  of  that  place,  the  project  for  which  consisted  in  widening  and 
deepening  the  channel  so  as  to  have  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet 
and  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low- water,  or  about  6  feet  at  low-water  in 
spring  tides.  For  this  improvement  the  following  work  has  been  done, 
viz,  25,160  cubic  yards  of  dredging  and  80  cubic  yards  of  ledge  excava- 
tion. Proposals  were  invited  for  this  work  and  contracts  therefor  were 
made  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  With  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  May  19, 1875, 
for  the  dredging,  at  18  cents  per  cubic  yard,  which  they  completed  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1876. 

2.  With  Mr.  George  W.  Townsend,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  67  cubic 
yards  ledge-excavation,  at  $39  per  cubic  yard,  which  he  completed  in 
December,  1875. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  about  12  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge,  sub- 
sequently discovered,  has  been  removed,  whereby  all  the  work  projected 
for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  has  been  completed,  at  a  total  cost 
(including  contingencies)  of  89,116.58. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  several 
works  yet  remaining  to  be  done  (as  above)  for  the  improvement  of  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  viz : 

1.  The  removal  of  112i  cabio  yards  of  ledge  near  the  soathwestern 
extremity  of  Great  Brewster  Spit,  at  |43  per  cubic  yard,  as  contracted 
for,  including  9^*^63.63  percentage  retained,  and  amount  due  on  work 
done  up  to  July  1,  1876 $7,181  08 
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H.  40,000  cnbic  yards  dredging,  not  yet  contracted  for,  at  the  sonthwest 

point  of  Lovell's  Island,  at  40  cents  per  cnbic  yard $16, 000  00 

3.  Completing  the  channel  through  the  Upper  Middle  Bar : 

a.  1  yOOO  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  64  cents  per  cnbic  yard,  as 
per  contract  of  March  5,  1874,  (including  |11,463.25  per- 
centage retained  on  work  done  up  to  July  1, 1876) f  18, 103  25 

b.  RemoviDg  37  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge  at  |45  per  cubic 
yard,  under  contract  of  September  1,  1874,  (including 
$2,283.33  percentage  retained  on  work  done  up  to  July  1, 

1876) 3,848  38 

«.  65,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  75  cents  per  cnbic  yard,  as 

per  contract  of  May  19, 1875,  (including  $1,801.02  percent- 

a^s^e  retained  on  work  done  up  to  July  1, 1876) 50,551  02 

d.  25,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  not  contracted  for,  at  75  cents 

per  cubic  yard 18,750  00 

85,252  65 

4.  RemoTal  of  NasVs  Rook  (shoal)  as  per  contract  of  May  19, 1875 5, 000  00 

5.  Reinoyal  of  189  cubic  yards  near  Kelly's  Rock,  at  $60  per  cubic  yard..      11, 340  00 

6.  Raising  and  repairing  sea-wall  on  LovelPs  Island  (new  estimate) 15, 000  00 

Add  for  engineering  expenses  and  other  contingencies,  say 15, 681  56 

Total 155.455  29 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 80,455  29 


Additional  amount  required  for  completing  all  the  work  now  projected  for 
the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor i 75,000  00 


Araonnt  asked  for  in  annual  report  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875. . .      60, 000  00 
Additional  amount  required  for  raising  and  repairing  sea-wall  on  Loveirs 

Island,  (new  estimate,)' as  above,  item  6 15,000  00 

Total 75,000  00 

On  comparing  the  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  several  works 
proposed  to  be  done  in  1866,  as  then  sabmitted,  with  the  actnal  cost  of 
the  same  as  now  finished,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actnal  cost  has  been 
about  50  per  cent,  higher  than  the  original  estimate,  which  excess  is 
probably  owing  to  the  want  of  exact  data  upon  which  to  base  that  es- 
timate, as  well  as  to  the  price  of  material  and  labor  having  been  as- 
sumed too  low }  and  for  other  completed  works  no  detailed  estimates 
appear  to  have  been  submitted ;  while  for  a  greater  part  of  the  works 
since  projected  from  time  to  time,  those  completed  have  generally  cost 
abont  the  same  as  estimated. 

The  several  works  built  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  lie  within  the  port  of 
Boston,  and  in  the  oollection-district  of  Bos  ten  and  Charlestow^i,  Mass. 

The  value  of  the  imports  into  this  port  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  as 
furnished  by  the  United  States  collector  of  customs,  was  $37,413,496,  and  the  amount 
of  duties  received  for  the  same  period  was  $14,233,196.01. 

The  amount  of  tonnage  which  entered  and  cleared  foreign,  for  11  months  ending 
May  31,  1876,  was  as  follows,  viz :  Cleared,  foreign,  526,057  tons ;  entered,  foreign, 
562,066  tons. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 |191,930  78 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 111,475  49 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $17,811.28  due  on  contracts 80, 455  29 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 50, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiwsal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .      25, 000  00 


A  14. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PLYMOUTH  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  existence  of  this  harbor  depends  entirely  npon  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  Long  Beach,  which  is  a  narrow  strip  of  land  that  extends 
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2$  miles  oat  from  the  main  land  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  nearly 
parallel  to  the  shore  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  and  distant  from  it  about 
1  mile.  It  affords  to  the  harbor  its  only  shelter  from  easterly  storms. 
In  late  years  it  has  been  washed  away  in  some  places,  and  much  weak- 
ened in  others,  to  an  extent  seriously  threatening  the  ruin  of  the  harbor. 
For  the  protection  and  preservation  of  this  beach,  various  works  have 
been  built  from  time  to  time,  until  finally  they  have  proved  efi&cient 
and  successful. 

The  total  amount  that  has  been  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
preservation  and  improvement  of  this  harbor,  from  1824  up  to  and 
including  1875,  as  shown  by  statement  furnished  under  date  of  February 
1, 1876,  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  is  $97,766. 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  allotted  to  and  appropriated  for  this 
harbor,  since  the  resumption  of  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  in  1860, 
the  sums  as  follows,  viz : 

Amoiint  allotted  in  1866  from  appropriation  made  for  barbors  on  tbe  Atlan- 
tic coast 18,300  00 

Amount  allotted  nnder  act  of  July  25,  1868 7,500  00 

By  act  approved  July  11,  1870,  appropriated 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1871,  appropriated 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  10, 1872,  appropriated 2,500  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873,  appropriated 3,000  OO 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874,  appropriated - 5, 000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  appropriated 10,000  00 

Total 56,300  00 

In  1866,  under  the  allotment  of  $8,300  for  Plymouth  Harbor,  a  wooden 
breakwater  was  built,  by  contract,  in  that  year,  for  the  protection  of 
Long  Beach,  under  the  charge  of  Maj.  Jared  A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers. In  the  annual  report  for  the  Hscal  year  ending  June  30, 1867,  it 
is  stated  that — 

One  thousand  three  hundred  linear  feet  of  that  breakwater  had  been  built.  It  con- 
sists of  triangular  frames  placed  at  intervals  of  4  feet,  covered  with  2-iuch  plank,  set 
in  a  trench  12  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep,  tbe  trench  and  frame  being  filled  to  the  level 
of  the  ground.  It  is  situated  on  the  crest  of  a  ridge  of  sand,  of  about  3  miles  in  extent, 
and  of  an  average  width  of  800  feet.  At  intervals  along  this  ridge  there  are  depres- 
sions, through  which  the  sea  breaks  with  great  violence.  It  is  in  these  intervals  that 
tlie  breakwater  is  placed. 

In  1867  other  work  was  added  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at  an 
expense  of  about  $2,000. 

These  works  were  then  deemed  sufficient  to  resist  any  action  of  tbe  sea ;  bat  a  storm 
in  the  autumn  of  1867  carried  away  some  of  the  more  exposed  portions,  and  a  second 
occurring  the  subsequent  winter,  when  tides  were  highest,  carried  away  about  1,000 
linear  feet  of  the  strongest  portion  of  the  work,  besides  doing  other  damage,  leaving 
the  northern  portion  of  the  beach,  adjacent  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  harbor,  entirely 
unprotected  from  the  open  sea,  save  by  some  remaining  portions  of  a  work  completed 
in  1832,  and  the  beach  itself  so  much  reduced  as  to  be  entirely  submerged,  at  extreme 
high  tides,  for  a  length  of  1,500  feet.  The  sand  was  such  that,  while  a  slight  action  of 
the  sea  would  raise  the  beach,  the  prevailing  winds  and  heavier  seas  would  drive  the 
sand  into  the  channel,  and  it  was  evident  that  a  severe  storm  would  not  only  seriously 
injure  the  beach  thus  unprotected,  but  also  the  main  channel,  and  leave  it  entirely 
exposed  to  further  encroachments. 

Under  an  additional  allotment  of  $7,500  made  in  August,  1868,  out  of 
the  appropriation  of  July  25, 1868,  200  linear  feet  of  substantial  crib- 
work  of  timber  covered  with  plank,  and  175  linear  feet  of  triangular  work 
(similar  to  that  built  in  1866)  were  built  by  contract  in  the  autumn  of  1808, 
for  the  further  protection  of  Long  Beach  where  injured^by  the  storms  of 
the  previous  autumn,  Major  Smith  having  been  in  charge  of  tbe  work. 
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Under  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  by  act  of  July  11, 1870, 
a  contract  was  made  \>y  the  late  Lieat.  Gol.  J.  G.  Foster,  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, then  in  charge  of  the  work,  for  the  construction  near  the  outer 
end  of  Long  Beach  of  about  1,700  linear  feet  of  bulk-head  and  jetties, 
built  of  frame-work  and  filled  with  brush  and  ballasted  with  stone. 
This  work  was  commenced  in  September,  1870,  and  completed  before 
the  close  of  that  season. 

In  May,  1871,  the  charge  of  Plymouth  Harbor  improvement  was  trans- 
ferred to  Lieut  Col.  George  Thom,  Corps  of  Engineers,  by  whom  con- 
tracts were  made  under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1871,  for  complet- 
ing the  projected  bulk-head  and  jetties  on  the  extremity  of  Long  Beach, 
at  13.86  per  linear  foot,  and  for  furnishing  and  placing  granite  grout 
upon  the  stone  bulk-head  to  connect  the  outer  end  of  the  beach  with  the 
beacon,  at  $2.25  per  ton.  Work  was  commenced  under  both  contracts 
in  June,  1871 ;  that  on  the  brush  bulk-head  and  jetties  was  finished  in 
August,  1871,  641^  linear  feet  having  been  built  under  the  contract ;  and 
the  contract  for  the  stone  was  completed  in  September,  1871, 2,028  tons 
having  been  furnished.  The  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  1871  was 
applied  to  the  i*epairs  of  the  bulk-head  and  jetties  previously  built  upon 
Long  Beach,  in  places  where  they  had  been  damaged  by  storms,  and  to 
the  planting  of  beach  grass  on  the  beach  where  most  necessary  for  its 
preservation. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  10, 1872,  ($2,500,)  the  following  re- 
pairs were  made  in  July  and  August  of  that  year,  viz  : 

1.  In  making  about  200  linear  feet  of  brush  bulkhead  and  jetties,  to 
replace  that  damaged  by  the  storm  in  November,  1871 ; 

2.  In  strengthening  the  outer  part  of  the  bulk-head  with  G13  tons  of 
stone,  purchased  for  that  purpose ; 

3.  In  making  300  linear  feet  of  single  brush  jetties,  and  250  linear  feet  of 
small  stone  jetties ;  and, 

4.  In  planting  10,800  hills  of  beach-grass. 

This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor  and  with  materials  purchased  in 
open  market,  as  authorized  so  to  do. 

The  appropriation  of  $3,000  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1873,  was  ap- 
plied to  continued  repairs  upon  all  the  works  previously  built,  to  the 
building  of  stone  and  brush  groins  outside  and  inside  the  bulk-head  at 
the  outer  end  of  Long  Beach,  and  to  planting  over  10,000  hills  of  beach- 
grass  on  the  newly -formed  beach,  and  in  other  places  where  most  nec- 
essary. 

The  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  by  act  of  June  3, 1874,  was  applied 
to  the  completion  of  all  the  stone  and  brush  groins  on  the  outer  end  of 
Long  Beach  :  to  increasing  in  height  and  strength  the  stone  bulk-head 
connecting  tne  beacon  with  the  outer  end  of  the  beach ;  to  building  a 
small  bulk-head  of  frame- work,  brush,  and  stone,  290  feet  in  length,  for 
protecting  the  beach  about  one  mile  from  its  inner  end ;  to  planting  beach- 
grass,  and  making  repairs  where  most  necessary  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  Long  Beach.  This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor  and 
with  materials  purchased  in  open  market,  and  was  completed  in  August, 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  seen  that  the  several  amounts  that  have  been 
allotted  to  and  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  Plymouth  Harbor 
since  1866  have  been  applied  to  the  construction  of  bulk-heads,  jetties, 
and  groins,  and  the  planting  of  beach-grass  where  most  necessary  for 
protecting  and  strengthening  Long  Beach  throughout  its  whole  extent 
of  about  23  miles. 

These  bulk-heads  consist  of  triangular  frames,  (built  in  1806  and  1868,) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


180  REPOET   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF  ENGINEERS. 

or  of  cfib-work  of  timber  covered  with  plank,  (built  in  1868,)  and  those 
built  in  1870  and  1871  of  a  frame-work  well  secuped  in  the  ground,  filled 
with  brush,  and  ballasted  with  stone ;  that  connecting  the  outer  end  of 
the  beach  with  the  beacon  being  built  entirely  of  rubble-stone. 

The  jetties  consist  of  a  frame- work  filled  with  brush  and  ballasted 
with  stone,  and  the  groins  of  small  stones  intermixed  with  brush,  and 
sometimes  of  brush  alone.  These  groins,  33  in  number,  are  built  oat 
perpendicularly  from  the  main  bulk-head,  on  the  seaward  side,  varying 
in  length  from  75  to  265  feet,  and  aggregating  5,250  feet  in  length,  and 
from  60  to  150  feet  apart.  Others  have  been  built  inside  the  bulk-head, 
in  places  where  most  necessary.  They  were  made  by  placing  brush 
upon  the  surface  of  the  beach  and  piling  upon  it  beach-bowlders  to  a 
height  of  about  3  feet  and  for  a  width  of  5  feet.  The  brush  groins  were 
made  by  digging  a  trench  2  feet  by  2  feet,  and  placing  brush  in  it 
upright  and  as  close  as  practicable,  the  brush  being  held  by  sand  being 
thrown  into  the  trench  and  well  rammed  down,  and  sometimes  further 
protected  by  small  bowlders  placed  in  a  row  along  the  sides  of  the 
groin.    The  brush  rises  about  2  or  3  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  beach. 

The  bulk-heads  and  jetties  had  already  accumulated  a  large  quantity 
of  sand,  forming  a  ridge  throughout  its  whole  extent ;  but  with  a  view 
to  increasing  its  strength  and  efficiency,  the  several  groins  have  been 
built,  and  have  fully  answered  the  purpose  for  which  tbey  were  intended. 
Beach-grass  has  been  planted,  and  covers  nearly  all  this  newly-formed 
beach,  which  is  now  in  an  efficient  condition.  Eepairs  will,  however, 
continue  to  be  necessary  from  time  to  time,  as  they  now  are,  along  this 
beach,  exposed  as  it  is  to  injury  by  violent  storms.  Something  more 
should  also  be  done  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  stone  bulk-head 
at  the  outer  end,  and  its  connection  with  the  beacb,  the  estimated  cost 
of  which  is  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  1,000  tons  rubble-stone,  at  $2 $2,000  00 

2.  Repairs  of  bulk-bead  near  inner  end  of  beacb,  (partially  burnt  of  late). ..        250  00 

3.  Repairs  of  bulk-head  and  jetties • 750  00 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 500  00 

Total 3  500  00 

A  survey  was  made  of  this  harbor  in  February,  1874,  by  Mr.  Sophns 
Haagensen,  assistant  engineer,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  dated  December  10,  1873,  "  with  a  view  to 
dredging  and  improving  the  same,  so  as  to  afford  greater  protection  and 
facilities  to  commerce." 

To  make  this  portion  of  the  harbor  practicable  for  "  beating  up"  with 
sailing-vessels  would  require  a  width  of  not  less  than  500  feet,  which 
would  necessitate  the  excavation  of  about  80,000  cubic  yards  of  hard  sand 
on  the  "Middle  Ground"  and  "Splitting  Knife"  Bars,  which  obstruct 
the  present  channel,  and  about  320,000  cubic  yards  of  mud  and  clay  be- 
tween the  "  Middle  Ground"  and  "  Long  Wharf,"  at  a  probable  cost  of 
not  less  than  $176,000,  and  with  a  likelihood  that  the  improvement 
would  be  but  temporary,  as  the  same  causes  which  have  already  pro- 
duced the  existing  shoals  would,  it  is  more  than  probable,  reproduce 
them.  Should  it  be  decided  to  improve  this  harbor  by  dredging,  it  is 
recommended  that  it  should  be  applied  to  the  opening  of  a  channel  100 
feet  in  width  and  6  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low-water,  from  the  end'^of 
Long  Wharf  outward  in  continuation  of  the  present  main  channel  above 
the  Middle  Ground.  A  channel  of  this  width  would  enable  vessels  to 
be  towed  up  to  the  vicinity  of  the  wharves  of  the  town,  and  would  prob- 
ably be  kept  open  by  the  scour  of  the  ebb-tide  deflected  into  it  from 
"  Town  Brook." 
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The  estimated  cost  of  this  channel  was  as  follows,  viz: 

64,000  cnbic  yanls  dredging,  at  40  cente  per  cubic  yard }25, 600  00 

Add  for  contiugencies,  Bay - 2,400  00 

Total 28,000  00 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for 
improving  this  channel  as  above  projected,  a  contract  was  made  May 
13, 1875,  with  Mr.  Augustus  E.  Wright,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  the  lowest 
bidder,  at  23  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows,  for  35,000 
cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging,  to  be  applied  to  the  partial  exca- 
vation of  the  projected  channel.  Dredging  was  commenced  under  this 
contract  on  the  19th  of  April,  1876,  and  was  completed  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1876,  resulting  in  34,985  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  whereby  a 
channel  was  opened  up  to  wharves  of  Plymouth  for  a  width  of  50  feet 
and  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

After  further  considering  the  wants  of  commerce  and  the  facilities 
required,  it  is  recommended  that  a  basin  be  excavated  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  channel  in  front  of  the  wharves,  where  vessels  may  lie  secure  and 
be  able  to  pass  each  other  at  any  stage  of  the  tide.  Here  it  now  aver- 
ages 1  foot  bare  at  mean  low-water,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the 
basiu  l>e  excavated  to  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low-water  for  an  area 
of  12,5Q0  square  yards,  which  would  require  about  45,000  cubic  yards  of 
dredging  in  addition  to  that  called  for  in  the  estimate  submitted  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1874.  With  this  modification  in  the  project,  the  following  esti- 
mate is  submitted  for  completing  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  viz : 

1.  30,000  cabic  yards  dredging  for  completing  channel,  as  per  original  esti- 
mate, at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard $9,000  00 

S.  45,000  cubic  yards  additional,  for  basin,  at  30  cent«  per  cabic  yard 13, 500  00 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 4,327  42 

Total 26,827  42 

Adding  to  tli'is  the  above  estimate  for  continuing  the  works  for  the  protec- 
tion and  preservation  of  Long  Beach 3,500  00 

Total 30,327  42 

Amount  available  Jnly  1,1876 327  42 

Additional  amount  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 30,000  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  Jul^  1, 1875 $11,075  67 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1676 10,748  25 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 327  42 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  30, 000  00 


A  15. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PROVINCETOWN  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  allotted  to  and  appropriated  for  the 
preservation  of  this  harbor  since  the  resumption  of  work  on  rivers  and 
harbors  in  1866,  viz : 
Amount  allotted  in  1866,  from  appropriation  made  for  harbors  on  the 

Atlantic  coast $15,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  June  23, 1866 43, 068  44 

Amount  allotted  under  act  approved  April  10, 1869 9, 000  00 
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AmouDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3,  1871 |6, 000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  June  10,  1872 5,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1873 6, 000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  June  2J^,  1874 6, 000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1875 5, 000  00 

Total 95,008  44 

Under  the  above  appropriations,  the  following  work  has  been  done  to 
date,  for  the  preservation  of  this  harbor,  viz : 

1.  Balk-heads  and  jetties  of  various  descriptions  have  been  built  from 
time  to  time  along  Beach  Point  for  its  preservation  arid  protection,  both 
by  the  United  States  Government  and  by  the  local  authorities. 

2.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
across  the  outlet  of  East  Harbor  Creek. 

3.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment across  East  Harbor  Creek  at  the  Wading  Place,  near  High  Head, 
about  2  miles  above  the  outlet  of  the  creek. 

4.  Wooden  bulk-heads  and  jetties  have  been  built  at  different  times 
for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  beach  on  Long  Point. 

5.  A  stone  bulkhead  has  been  nearly  completed  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  outer  end  of  Long  Point,  the  light-house,  and -Three- 
gun  Battery. 

6.  A  substantial  dike  (272  feet  in  length)  was  built  in  1871-72  across 
the  head  of  Lancey's  Harbor,  near  Abel  Hill. 

7.  Beach-grass  planted  on  Beach  Point,  Long  Point,  Abel  Hill,  Cove 
Section,  and  Oblique  Section,  and  at  the  last  two  places  brush  has  also 
been  laid  for  their  further  protection. 

8.  The  projected  extension  of  the  several  jetties  on  Beach  Point  and 
State  Dike  has  been  completed. 

9.  A  bulk-head  and  6  jetties  built  for  the  preservation  and  protection 
of  the  beach  at  Cove  Section,  near  High  Head,  where  encroached  upon 
by  the  extraordinary  gales  of  November,  1873,  and  January,  1874.  This 
bulk-head  is  607  feet  in  length,  and  the  jetties  have  an  aggregate  length 
of  126  feet.  They  consist  of  a  frame- work  filled  with  brush  and  ballasted 
with  stone,  and  were  completed  in  December,  1874. 

10.  Accurate  resurveys  made  in  1871,  '72,  '73,  and  '74  of  Cove  Sec- 
tion, Oblique  Section,  Beach  Point,  and  Long  Point,  together  with  elab- 
orate soundings  and  current  observations  in  the  inner  harbor. 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  there  was  available  for  the  farther  improvement  of 

this  harbor  the  sum  of $3,326  07 

Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 2, 630  00 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  has 
been  applied  to  the  completion  of  the  sluiceway  and  other  repairs  of 
High  Head  dike;  to  strengthening  and  extending  the  bulk-head  and 
jetties  at  Cove  Section ;  repairing  bulk-head  and  jetties  on  Beach  Point; 
extending  the  stone  bulk-head  on  Long  Point,  and  planting  beach-grass 
at  Cove  Section,  Oblique  Section,  Beach  Point,  Long  Point,  and  on  the 
sand-hills  between  Beach  Point  and  Cove  Section.  A  resurvey  made 
of  Cove  Section  in  August,  1875,  showed  that  since  the  completion  of 
the  bulk-head  and  jetties  in  December,  1874,  the  sand  had  accumulated 
in  front  of  those  works  to  so  great  an  extent  that  tbe  beach  had  been 
raised  4  feet  on  an  average  between  the  works  and  the  crest  of  1874, 
and  that  outside  the  crest  of  1874  the  sand  had  accumulated  to  an  in- 
creased height  of  11  feet,  throwing  outward  the  high  and  low  water  lines 
respectively  90  feet  and  105  feet  since  1874.  A  recent  inspection  of  the 
work  showed  continued  improvement  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  believed 
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that  this  weak  portion  of  the  beach  is  now  secure  against  farther  en- 
croachment by  storms.  These  works,  however,  as  well  as  the  dikes  at 
High.  Head  and  Abel  Hill  and  others  built  for  the  preservation  of  this 
harbor,  require  continuous  watching  and  repairs.  The  stone  bulk-head 
also  on  the  extremity  of  Long  Point  should  be  extended  further  up  the 
beacli,  as  well  as  around  the  extremity  of  the  point,  to  insure  its  pres- 
ervation, as  well  as  that  of  the  light-house  built  upon  it.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  estimate  of  the  cost,  viz  : 

1.  Raising  and  extendiDg  the  stone  bnlk-head  fortbe  protection  and  preser- 
vation of  liouf^  Point,  near  the  light-honse,  and  Three-gun  Battery  ;  1,500 

tons  rubble-stone,  at  $2 $3,000  00 

2.  Repairs  of  balk-head  and  Jetties  on  Beach  Point  and  Cove  Section 250  00 

a.  Repairs  of  dikes  at  High  Head  and  Abel  Hill 250  00 

4.  Plan  ting  beach-grass  for  preserving  and  strengthening  the  "  outer  beach '' .        600  00 
Adding  for  contingencies,  say l.     1,396  00 

Total 5,496  07 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1876 496  07 

Additional  amount  required  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 5, 000  00 

In  regard  to  the  estimates  for  the  work  done  for  the  preservation  of 
this  harbor  they  appear  to  have  generally  agreed  with  the  amounts  that 
have  been  appropriated  and  expended  therefor.  MnchX)f  the  work,  how- 
ever, has  been  for  repairs  and  extensions  not  foreseen,  but  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  made  as  they  occurred,  for  which  no  previous  estimates 
could  be  made. 

Farther  and  more  detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  history  and 
description  of  the  several  works  built  for  the  preservation  of  this  harbor 
^ill  be  found  in  the  accompanying  paper  of  Assistant  Engineer  Sophus 
Haagensen,  with  drawings  illustrating  same,  which  has  been  prepared 
and  completed  under  my  direction,  principally  from  reports  and  draw- 
ings in  this  office. 

Provincetown  is  a  port  of  entry  within  the  collection-district  of  Barnstable,  Mass. 

The  amount  of  revenue  received  at  this  port  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876,  was  $1,637.89. 

The  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  coasting  trade  and  foreign  trade  which  resorted  to 
this  harbor  for  refuge  and  trade  during  that  year,  (as  stated  oy  the  deputy  collector  of 
customs  at  that  port,)  from  the  best  available  information,  was  estimated  to  be  7,500, 
having  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  525,000  tons,  worth  $'^,000,000,  and  carrying  cargoes 
of  the  value  of  $2,500,000. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $3, 326  07 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 iiy  830  00 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 496  07 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  1 4, 1876 4, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  1, 000  00 


report  of  mr.  sophus  haagensen,  assistant  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland,  Me.,  March  23, 1876. 
General:  In  accordance  with  your  directions,  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit 
to  you  a  description  of  the  works  built  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  Province- 
town  Harbor,  Mass.,  together  with  four  plans  illustrating  the  same,  compiled  from  tbe 
various  sonrces  of  information  in  this  office. 

LOCALITY. 

Provincetown  Harbor  is  situated  at  tbe  extremity  of  Cape  Cod,  in  latitude  42^  02' 
north,  and  longitude  70^  10'  west.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  harbors  of  refuge 
on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  its  location,  easy  accessibility,  and  completely  protected 
anchorage  entitle  it  to  be  called  the  model  harbor  of  the  Atlantic  coast. 
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Its  nsefiilDess  as  a  harbor  of  refnge  is  demonstrated  by  the  large  fleet  of  ressels  always 
to  be  found  there  in  rough  weather.  Coasters,  the  numerous  vessels  engaged  in  fisher- 
ies on  George's  Banks,  (115  miles  distant,) and  foreign  vessels  bound  into  ports  in  Alas- 
sachusetts,  all  find  it  a  convenient  rendezvous  in  storm v  weather.  In  offering  to  vessels 
of  the  latter  class  a  safe  retreat  when  suddenly  overtaken  by  storms  in  Massachusetts 
Bay,  under  circumstances  where  their  approach  to  the  entrance  of  Boston  Harbor 
would  be  dangerous,  it  largely  enhances  the  value  of  this  port. 

EASY  ACCESSIBILITY. 

Provincetown  Harbor  is  easy  of  access,  and  the  only  dangers  are  the  sand-flats, 
known  as  Shank  Painter  Bar,  Wood  End  Bar,  and  Long  Point  Bar,  the  first  two  of 
which  extend  about  one-half  a  mile  from  the  shore,  the  latter  about  one-quarter  of  a 
mile;  but  there  is  ample  room  to  give  these  shoals  a  wide  berth,  even  in  a  northeast 
wind,  the  most  unfavorable  for  entering  the  harbor. 

LIGHTS. 

The  4  lights,  viz:  Highland  light.  Race  Point  light.  Wood  End  light,  and  Long  Point 
light  afford  guides  for  itsentrance  at  night.  On  entering  the  harbor,  when  Long  Point 
light  bears  south,  good  anchorage  is  found  in  13  fathoms  of  water  or  less. 

SAFE  ANCHORAGE. 

The  holding-ground  is  good ;  it  consists  of  mud,  more  or  less  stiff,  in  depths  ex- 
ceeding 8  fathoms ;  in  lesser  depths  the  bottom  is  clear  hard  sand. 

The  harbor  is  completely  land  locked ;  lines  drawn  from  the  middle  of  the  harbor  to 
all  points  of  the  con^>ass  strike  land  within  a  distance  of  five  miles,  this  maximum  dis- 
tance being  in  a  direction  east-southeast.  The  harbor  is  therefore  free  from  a  heavy 
swell  in  all  gales. 

CAPACITY. 

Its  capacity  is  of  the  very  largest.  Limiting  the  harbor  proper  to  the  area  west  of  a 
line  drawn  between  Long  Point  light  and  MonntJArarat,  the  following  figures  give  the 
areas  of  various  depths,  viz : 

Square  miles. 

Area  in  the  plane  of  high-water 3.67 

Area  in  the  plane  of  low-water , 2.32 

Area  in  the  plane  of  6  feet  below  low-water • 1.7^ 

Area  in  the  plane  of  12  feet  below  low-water , 1,54 

Area  in  the  plane  of  18  feet  below  low- water 1.06 

or  for  vessels  of  9  feet  draught  and  upward  there  is  an  area  available  for  anchorage 
at  all  stages  of  the  tide  of  If  square  mues,  or  1,067  acres. 

TIDE. 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide  is  9.2  feet,  and  the  plane  of  mean  low-water  in  the 
harbor  (the  plane  of  reference)  is  30.17  feet  below  the  bench  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
Centenary  church,  the  top  of  brick- work  junction  with  wood.'^ 

MAP  OF  THE  HARBOR. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  was  early  called  to  the  value  of  this  harbor.  In  the 
years  1833, 1834, 1835  elaborate  surveys  were  made  of  the  extremity  of  Cape  Cod  by 
Msg.  J.  D.Qraham,  United  States  Topographical  Engineers,  and  a  map  thereof  published 
minutely  explaining  the  peculiar  feature  of  this  interesting  harbor. 

CHARACTER  OF  MATERIAL  INCLOSING  THE  HARBOR. 

The  material  of  the  cape  forming  the  harbor  consists  entirely  of  sand  washed  up  bv 
the  sea  and  blown  into  dunes  by  the  wind.  Outside  and  to  the  westward  of  Hign 
Head  (the  terminus  of  the  gravel  and  clay  formations)  nothing  but  pure  sand  is  found, 
even  to  great  depths.  Borings  made  for  water  in  Provincetown  -have  disclosed  the 
fact  that  clay  was  not  struck  till  a  depth  of  180  feet  below  low-water  mark  was 
reached. 

This  sand,  being  entirely  firee  from  any  binding  matter,  is  subject  t.o  great  changes 
by  even  moderate  actions  of  sea  and  wind. 

THE   OUTER  BEACH. 

The  only  barrier  between  the  oce^  and  the  harbor  was,  at  the  time  of  Major  Gra- 
ham's survey,  a  low  sand  beach,  called  the  "  Outer  Beach,''  which  at  the  point  desig- 
nated as  **  Cove  section  "  was  only  .300  feet  wide  between  the  high-water  lines  either 
side  of  it.  This  beach  was  exposed  to  the  most  violent  action  of  the  ocean,  the  effect 
of  which  was  known  for  years  to  be  the  abrasion  of  the  entire  easterly  coast  of  Cap© 
Cod,  resulting  at  Chatham  in  the  destruction  of  that  harbor. 
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Tbe  unmediate  danger  of  a  t»reach  tbrongb  this  weak  barrier,  whiob,  for  reasons 
iftermrd  to  be  oommented  upon,  would  inevitably  canse  the  destmction  of  Province- 
tmrn  Harbor,  was  perhaps  the  main  reason  why  tbe  Government  took  in  hand  the  pres- 
enstioD  of  Provinoetown  Harbor.  To  give  a  brief  history  of  the  works  built  for  this 
nrpoee  is  the  object  of  this  paper. 

Tm  only  means  of  oommnnication  with  Provinoetown  as  late  as  1855  was  by  land 
iloDg  the  abov^mentibned  sand-beach,  necessitating  a  ride  of  four  miles  through 
loose,  drifting  sand.  At  low-water  abont  half  of  this  ride  could  be  avoided  by  cross- 
big  East  Harbor  Creek  below  High  Head,  in  the  locality  known  as  the  "  Wading-place/' 
lav  the  site  of  the  United  States  dike. 

An  improvement  in  this  ronte  of  travel  was  made  in  1855,  when  the  bridge  across 
Aeantranoe  to  Bast  Harbor  was  built,  joining  Beach  Point  with  the  opposite  shore. 

BEACH   POINT. 

Beach  Point,  which  at  the  time  of  M^'or  Graham's  snrvey  was  entirely  elevated 
ibove  the  highest  tides,  suffered  subsequently  by  the  wash  of  the  waves  in  southwest 
ales,  until  the  water  broke  through  about  one-half  a  mile  southeast  of  the  bridge 
wortly  after  its  completion. 

I  WORKS    OF  REPAIR. 

I  it  tbe  joint  expense  of  the  county  of  Barnstable  and  the  town  of  Truro,  two  plank 
klk-heaos  were  built  along  the  beach  for  the  purpose  of  inclosing  a  roadway ;  and 
[Tirious  jetties  projecting  at  right  angles  from  tlie  beach  were  also  built  by  the  same 
[farties  in  order  to  preserve  this  roadway. 

Bat  no  permanent  improvement  of  this  beach  was  effected  until  the  United  States 
Soremment  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  erected  a  system  of  brush  bulk-heads  and 
etties,  which  have  in  every  respect  accomplished  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
iiteoded.  In  addition  to  which  a  dike  was  built  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
vbereby  the  entrance  to  East  Harbor  was  closed,  and  the  beach  extended  to  the  main 
Ind,  near  Mount  Ararat. 

These  improvements  have  been  so  succescfful,  that  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  has  since 
ktlt  their  track  on  this  beach,  in  extending  the  road  from  Boston  to  Provinoetown. 

BRUSH  JSTHES. 

The  eonstmction  of  brush  bulk-head  and  jetties  will  be  understood  from  Plate  II, 
1%.  4.  They  consist  of  wooden  posts,  averaging  11  feet  in  length  and  6  inches  in  diam- 
Iter;  theae  are  set  5  feet  deep  into  the  sand,  in  3  rows,  4  feet  apart,  and  at  e^nal  dis- 
tnees  of  4  feet  in  each  row.  Trenches  are  dug  to  admit  of  putting  on  longitudinal 
aad  transverse  braces  2  feet  below  the  surfiace  of  the  beach.  Above  the  beach  two 
ttore  systems  of  braces  hold  the  tops  together.  This  frame-work  is  then  ready  to  re- 
Mve  the  brush,  the  ends  of  which  project  outside  the  face  of  the  frame.  The  brush  is 
^perly  ballaated  with  bowlders  weighing  from  50  to  150  pounds.  The  outer  ends  of 
the  more  exposed  jetties  have  been  protected  by  a  stone  apron ;  and  in  cases  where  the 
jetty  approached  the  low-water  line,  and  the  sand  was  very  movable,  a  plank  floor  1^ 
inches  thick  baa  been  laid  upon  the  lower  transverse  braces  and  ballasted,  in  order 
to  keep  the  posts  from  being  lifted  out  by  the  rising  tide. 

This  work  was  oommencM  in  1866  at  the  above-mentioned  breach,  i  mile  from  the 
extreme  end  of  Beach  Point.  As  early  as  1869  the  wasted  beach  had  been  so  restored 
avd  increased  in  strength,  that  the  Massachusetts  State  board  of  commissioners  on 
the  building  of  the  dike  across  East  Harbor  Inlet  adopted  the  same  plan,  in  order  to 
Rstore  the  outer  bank  of  the  dike  then  completed,  which  had  been  abraded  to  such  an 
extent  by  the  violent  gales  of  September  and  October,  1869,  *'  as  made  it  imperative 
(hat  some  work  should  be  done  to  repair  the  breaches  and  arrest  further  action  in  the 
ttme  direction." 
The  repair  and  frirther  extension  of  these  jetties  has  since  been  done  by  the  United 
otates  Government. 

The  bulk-head  is  built  immediately  below  the  high- water  line  and  the  jetties  perpen- 
tolarly  to  it  on  tbe  beach,  th€  slope  of  which  averages  1  foot  in  10  feet,  althongh  in 
»«ne  places  it  is  only  1  in  7.  The  length  of  the  jetties  vary  from  40  feet  to  70  feet.  In 
»J1, 7,170  running  feet  of  bnlk-head  and  jetties  have  been  built  on  Beach  Point,  and  their 
effect  has  been  to  add  200,000  cubic  yards  of  sand  to  this  beach.  The  jetties  east  of 
tbe  Btate  dike  are  all  buried  in  the  sand ;  those  in  front  of  the  dike  are  as  yet  only  par- 
tially so,  but  the  sand  is  rapidly  accumulating  there. 

,  Nnmeroua  stone-groins  ballasting  the  accumulated  sand  have  also  been  constructed 
Ui  this  locality  ' 

The  superiority  of  brush-work  over  all  other  constructions  bnilt  as  "  catch-sands  "  is 
^06  to  the  uneven  surface  presented  by  the  brush  to  the  dash  of  the  waves,  deadening 
thft  ahoek  of  the  water,  and  preventing  the  receding  water  from  nndermiuing  the 
rtrnctare.  These  brush-work  bulk-heads  and  jetties  nave  proved"  to  be  highly  suocess- 
jnl  in  the  restoration  of  Long  Beach,  Plymouth  Harbor,  Mass.,  where  numerous  and 
'w  costlier  works,  triangular  and  square  crib- works,  ballasted  with  stone,  and  even 
wlJd  stone  walls,  had  &iled  to  retain  the  sand  carried  in  by  the  surf. 
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DANGER  FROM  AN  INLET  ON  THE  EAST  SIDE  AT  COVE  SECTION. 

Daring  the  progress  of  repairing  Beach  Point,  the  wearing  away  of  the  oater  beach 
continued  steadily,  so  that  a  breach  at  Cove  section  might  be  expected  in  any  violent 
northeast  gale.  Had  such  a  breach  occurred  previous  to  the  building  of  the  United 
States  dike  at  High  Head,  and  the  State  dike  at  Beach  Point,  the  ocean  would  have 
been  brought  in  communication  with  Provincetown  Harbor  on  the  east  through  East 
Harbor  Creek.  This  opening  once  made,  aided  by  the  difiference  in  water-level,  either 
side  of  this  outer  beach  at  the  various  stages  of  the  tide,  as  ascertained  by  direct  ob- 
servations, would  have  increased  till  the  outer  part  of  the  cape  had  been  severed  from 
its  connection  with  High  Head,  and  Provincetown  Harbor  would  thus  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  its  exposure  to  east  winds  and  by  the  large  body  of  sand  which  the  current 
would  have  carried  into  it  through  this  inlet.  To  anticipate  this  catastrophe,  the 
United  States  dike  at  High  Head  was  built,  which,  if  the  break  should  occur,  (as  it 
actually  did  in  ltJ74,)  would  limit  the  damage  to  the  overflowing  of  the  salt  meadow. 

UNITED  STATES  DIKE  AT  HIGH   HEAD. 

The  construction  of  the  dike  will  be  understood  from  Plate  II,  Fig.  2*  and  Fig.  2^ 

The  frame-work  is  a  single  row  of  sheet-piling,  supported  against  stringers  bolted 
to  12-inch  piles,  driven  10  feet  apart  on  the  axis  of  the  dike.  This  sbeet-piling  was 
driven  to  the  hard  bottom,  which  was  found  at  an  average  depth  of  8  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  meadow ;  the  piling  was  cut  off  5^  feet  above  ordinary  high- water  mark. 
The  length  of  the  sheet-piling  is  690  feet. 

A  wooden  sluice  was  built  through  this  sheet-piling,  with  its  bottom  in  the  level  of 
mean  low-water  in  East  Harbor  Creek  at  this  point,  (4.3  feet  below  mean  high- 
water,)  so  that  the  dike  should  not  interfere  with  the  proper  drainage  of  the  salt 
meadow.    This  sluice  had  a  gate  toward  the  salt  meadow. 

The  embankment  is  17  feet  wide  on  its  top,  which  is  7  feet  above  mean  high- water ; 
the  sides  are  sloped  at  an  angle  of  45°,  and  covered  with  sodding. 

It  was  completed  in  1869.  Owing  to  the  decay  of  the  wooden  sluice  through  the 
dike,  a  1.5-incb  cement-pipe,  with  an  iron  gate  toward  the  salt  meadow,  was  substituted 
in  1875. 

GROWING  OF  THE  FLATS  OUTSIDE  BEACH  POINT. 

The  next  difficulty  to  be  considered  was  the  observed  growing  of  the  flats  outside 
Beach  Point,  and  their  encroaching  upon  the  anchorage  ground.  This  was  due  to  the 
emptying  of  the  large  tidal  basin  of  East  Harbor  inside  Beach  Point,  which  received 
the  sand  olown  from  the  outer  beach  into  the  basin.  At  every  ebb-tide  this  discharged 
itself  with  a  velocity  large  enough  to  hold  the  sand  in  suspense  and  move  it  till  it  met 
the  still  water  on  the  edge  of  the  flats,  where  the  sand  lodged. 

The  hydro^raphic  survey  of  1873  compared  with  that  of  1835  shows  the  most 
marked  shoaling  to  have  taken  place  over  the  areas  marked  1, 2,  and  3  on  Plate  I ;  the 
shoaling  did  not  extend  beyond  the  head  of  Moon  Pond  Meadow  on  the  east,  nor  beyond 
the  line.  Long  Point  Light,  Mount  Ararat,  on  the  west. 

The  following  table  exhibits  these  changes  in  the  interval  from  1835  to  1873 : 
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Fest. 

0 

2.')0 

300 

120 

0 

0 

150 

120 

SOO 

80 

2.50 

100 

0 

0 


This  table  shows  that  the  shoaling  in  a  northerly  and  southerly  direction  has  been 
limited  to  the  area  between  the  6-foot  and  30-foot  contour  lines,  the  maximum  shoal- 
ing being  on  the  12-foot  curve. 

CURRENT  OBSERVATIONS  PREVIOUS  TO  CLOSENQ  OF  EAST  HARBOR. 

This  result  confirms  the  conclusions,  which  might  have  been  drawn  from  the  current 
observations  made  previous  to  the  closing  up  of  East  Harbor.  /In  the  depression  of 

.vjitized  by  V:- 


{  REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OP   ENGINEERS.  187 

p  flats,  designated  on  Plate  I  aB  "  Former  entrance  to  East  Harbor,"  the  velocity  was 
&3Dd  on  the  et>b-tide  to  be  from  2  to  4  miles  an  hoar,  while  on  the  edge  of  the  flats 
H  enrrent  ^was  observed,  or  at  least  none  stronc  enough  to  hold  sand  in  suspense. 
I  An  opinion  has  prevailed  that  this  growing  of  the  Beach  Point  flats  might  be  due  to 
the  sand  carried  by  wind  and  tide  from  Billingsgate  Shoal  (11  miles  to  the  South) 
■bug  the  Tmro  shore  till  it  was  arrested  in  the  harbor ;  but  a  series  of  simnltaneoas 
^rreot  observations  made  in  June,  1872,  at  the  stations  marked  C,  Ci,  Cn,  D,  Di,  Dn, 
^Ei,  Ktif  on  Flan  I,  demonstrate  that  there  is  no  tidal  current  parallel  to  the  shore 
long  enoagfa.  to  move  sand. 

GTJRRKKT  OBSERVATIONS  SUBSEQUENT  TO  CLOSING  OF  EAST  HARBOR. 

Both  aarf ace-currents  and  subcurrents  at  various  depths  were  observed  at  all  stages 
if  the  tides  ;  l>at  none  of  the  velocities  exceeded  two- tenths  of  a  mile  per  hour.  The 
Erection  of  this  hardly  appreciable  movement  was  perpendicular  to  the  shore ;  during 
tk  flood-tide  the  movement  being  toward  the  shore,  and  during  the  ebb-tide  offshore. 

Whatever  material  is  carried  alongshore  from  Billingsgate  Slioal  in  southwest  gales 
ii  beaten  above  the  low  and  high  water  lines  by  the  waves,  having  the  effect  to  close 
ibe  montb  of  Pamet  Harbor  and  fill  the  spaces  between  the  jetties  on  Beach  Point ; 
bat  this  effect  does  not  extend  below  low-water  plane.  Indeed  no  perceptible  change 
wcnrred  in  the  low- water  line  of  the  flats  between  the  surveys  of  1835  and  1873. 

That  the  shoaling  of  the  flats  has  ceased  with  the  closing  up  of  East  Harbor  seems 
forthermore  to  be  proved  by  comparing  the  survey  of  1873  with  the  State  commis- 
lioners'  map  of  1867,  from  which  the  later  survey  does  not  differ  materially,  although 
ibe  interval  is  somewhat  short  to  give  conclusive  evidence  of  the  cessation  of  shoaling. 

MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  DIKE. 

The  State  dike,  which  was  built  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  was  commenced  in 
Xay,  1868,  and  completed  in  June,  1869.  The  construction  of  this  dike  presented  more 
^fficalties  than  either  of  the  other  dikes  built.  The  area  of  East  Harbor  covered  in 
la  extreme  tide  was  about  900  acres ;  this  large  body  of  water  flowed  in  and  out  through 
the  channel,  to  be  closed  up  in  a  little  over  twelve  hours,  with  a  velocity  large  enough 
(0  ent  out  the  bottom,  pnre  sand.  The  width  of  the  channel  was  at  extreme  high 
vater  1,224  feet,  and  at  ordinary  Ibw  water  930  feet.  In  narrowing  up  this  channel, 
ttid  conseqaently  increasing  the  scouring  force  of  the  current,  the  bottom  had  to  be 
thus  protected  that  the  tide  could  ebb  and  flow  without  scouring  up  to  its  final  closing. 
U  was  first  narrowed  to  a  width  of  600  feet  by  embankments  built  from  either  shore ; 
the  bottona  of  this  new  channel  was  protected  from  scour  by  a  timber  apron  25  feet 
vide,  the  flooring  being  1  foot  above  ordinary  low  water ;  either  side  of  this  apron  the 
bottom  was  riprapped  for  a  width  of  12  feet ;  four  rows  of  piles  supported  the  apron, 
vhich  along  its  edges  had  sheet-pilings  to  prevent  the  water  from  passing  under  it. 
It  was  planked  by  abutments  and  wings  of  sheet-piling  to  protect  the  embankments 
troni  wash.  A  single  row  of  sheet-piling  connected  the  abutment-walls  with  the  shore 
And  formed  the  supporting  frame  for  the  shore-embankment.  The  600  feet  wide  artifi- 
cial channel  was  finally  closed  up  by  a  timber  dam,  formed  of  5-inch  thick  plank, 
laid  horizontally  and  tongued  and  grooved.  This  timber  wall  was  supported  by 
hracing-franaes,  10  feet  apart,  fastened  to  the  apron.  The  height  of  this  wall  is  9  feet, 
carrying  its  top  2^  feet  above  ordinary  high  water  or  above  the  reach  of  spring-tides. 
The  construction  will  be  understood *from  Plate  II,  Fig.  1»,  Fig.  l\  and  Fig.  1«,  which 
give  a  cross-section  through  the  artificial  channel,  a  longitudinal  view  of  the  dike,  and 
a  plan  of  the  junction  of  the  apron  with  the  shore. 

The  sheet-pilings  were  driven  from  a  staging,  the  construction  of  which  is  shown  in 
Fig.  1^  in  dotted  lines.  It  carried  a  series  of  rail  way- tracks  for  hauling  of  the  sand- 
fitling  of  the  embankment.  In  the  progress  of  driving  the  sheet-pilings,  previous  to 
putting  in  the  rubble-stone,  which  would  have  interfered  with  the  driving  of  the 
piles,  sand-bags  were  used  to  protect  the  bottom  from  scour.  Their  weight  was  from 
75  to  100  pounds,  and  about  13,000  were  used;  theyjprovedjto  bo  economical  and  effect- 
ive. 

The  embankment  was  formed  with  sand  from  the  neighboring  hills,  and  about 
150,000  cubic  yards  was  used  in  its  construction.  It  is  50  feet  wide  on  its  top,  which 
w  ^  feet  above  mean  high  water.  The  side  towards  East  Harbor  has  a  slope  of  1  vor- 
tical to  3  horizontal,  while  the  slope  towards  the  harbor  is  1  vertical  to  8  horizontal. 
It  is  covered  with  beach-grass  and  its  outer  slope  protected  with  brush  bulk-head 
aod  jetties,  as  formerly  described,  (Beach  Point.)  The  Cape  Cod  Railroad  track  is  laid 
over  this  dike. 

LONG  POINT. 

Two  batteries  had  been  built  on  Long  Point,  one  a  "  three-gun  battery"  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  point,  and  the  other  a  "  five-gun  battery,"  1;H00  feet  southwest  of  the 
former.  The  beach  between  these  two  batteries  was  overflowed  at  extreme  high- 
^ater,  and  in  order  to  protect  it  and  increase  its  height  2,h00  running  feet  of  plank 
bnlk-heads  and  jetties  were  built  in  1866  and  1867.  Their  location  and  the  details  of 
their  construction  is  shown  on  Plate  III  and  Plate  II,  Fig.  5.    Further  strengthening!^ 
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of  the  extreme  end  of  the  beach  has  been  effected  by  a  stone  balk-head  bailt  of  rongh 
stone,  in  front  of  the  light-house  and  the  three-gun  battery,  and  extending  thence 
along  the  beach  for  a  length  of  1,000  feet.  These  works  have  been  effective,  and  the 
beach  has  thereby  been  so  raised  that  it  is  novr  entirely  above  the  highest  Btorm-tide, 
and  is  generally  covered  with  beach-grass. 

COMPARISON  OF  LONG  POINT,  1835  AND  1873. 

Plate  III  exhibits  a  comparison  between  the  condition  of  Long  Point  la  1873  and 
1835,  from  detailed  surveys  made  at  these  periods.  The  map  shows  a  marked 
growth  of  the  point,  especially  on  the  northerly  side  toward  the  harbor.  To  the  north 
of  Long  Point  light  the  shore,  which  here  is  very  bold,  (falling  off  into  73  feet  of  water 
with  a  slope  of  1  vertical  in  3  horizontal,  and  in  places  even  steeper,)  has  advanced 
300  feet  in  a  northerly  direction.  One-fonrth  of  a  mile  inside  the  point  a  similar  in- 
crease has  oconrred,  throwing  the  contours  300  feet  toward  the  deep  water  of  the  har- 
bor. In  the  former  locality,  where  the  survey  of  1835  shows  75  feet  soandings,  the 
present  low- water  line  runs,  showing  a  shoaling  of  75  feet.  In  the  latter  it  is  hardly 
less  marked,  the  soundings  of  39  feet  being  replaced  with  4-feet  soundings. 

GROWING  OF  LONG  POINT  AND  HOUSE  POINT  ISLAND  FLATS. 

A  growth  has  also  been  observed  in  the  House  Point  Island  flats  between  Long  Point 
and  Stevens's  Point,  the  survey  showing  that* the  steep  edge  of  the  flats  has  advanced 
100  feet  toward  the  harbor  since  1835. 

These  encroachments  upon  the  best  part  of  the  harbor  were  ascribed  to  the  sand 
carried  from  the  outside  through  Lancey's  Harbor  and  the  run  between  Abel  Hill  and 
the  opposite  beach  over  House  Point  Island  flats  into  the  deep  water  of  Provincetowa 
Harbor,  the  process  being  similar  to  that  which  would  doubtless  have  taken  place  ou 
the  Truro  shore  of  the  harbor,  had  the  breach  at  Cove  Section  occurred  previous  to  the 
isolation  of  Salt  Meadows  and  East  Harbor  basins  from  the  main  harbor  of  Province- 
town. 

UNITED  STATES  DIKE  AT  ABEL  HILL. 

To  stop  this  movement  of  sand,  the  United  States  dike  at  Abel  Hill  was  built  in  the 
fall  of  1871  and  the  beginning  of  1872. 

The  construction  of  the  dike  is  illustrated  in  Fig.  3*  and  Fig.  3*^,  on  Plate  II,  which 
give  a  cross-section  and  a  lon^tudiual  view  of  the  dike.  The  main  body  of  sand  con- 
stituting the  embankment  is  inclosed  between  two  sheet-pilings,  4  inches  in  thickness 
and  12  feet  apart;  these  revetments  are  supported  by  pile-frames,  8  feet  from  center  to 
center,  each  frame  consisting  of  3  piles  driven  7i  feet  from  center  to  center ;  the  two 
outer  rows  are  held  together  by  two  stringers,  (4^  by  9  inches,)  running  longitudinally 
through  the  whole  dike ;  these  stringers  served  as  guides  for  the  sheet-piling.  Each  3 
and  3  piles  are  held  together  crosswise  by  a  9-inch  cap-piece,  and  cross-braced  by  two 
planks  bolted  to  the  cap-piece  and  spiked  to  the  middle  pile,  resting  upon  a  shoulder 
and  spiked  to  the  sheet-piling,  where  the  lower  stringer  is.  The  base  of  the  frame- 
work is  protected  by  a  stone  apron.  The  embankment  is  17  feet  wide  on  its  top,  which 
is  7  feet  above  ordinary  high  water,  or  4  feet  above  the  highest  tides ;  the  sides  are 
sloped  at  an  angle  of  45  degrees,  and  these,  as  well  as  the  top,  sodded  over.  After  its 
completion,  the  foot  of  the  dike  was  further  protected  on  the  northwest  side,  or  to- 
ward Lancey's  Harbor,  with  brush,  held  down  by  stakes  to  catch  the  sand ;  and  on  the 
southeast  side  or  toward  House  Point  Island  flats  with  marsh  sods  imbedded  in  the 
flats.  The  dike  has  successfully  closed  the  channel,  and  cut  off  the  principal  supply  of 
material  encroaching  upon  the  harbor  from  the  west  side;  and  the  growing  of  the 
House  Point  Island  flats,  and  of  Long  Point,  has  thereby  been  checked.  If,  however^ 
Long  Point  should  continue  to  grow,  and,  as  supposed  by  some,  ultimately  extend 
across  the  harbor,  and  make  a  lagoon  of  Provincetown  Harl>or,  it  will  require  an  addi- 
tion to  the  point  of  at  least  32,000,000  cubic  yards  of  sand  before  it  meets  the  opposite 
30-foot  curve  ;  which,  estimated  at  the  rate  of  increase  during  the  last  40  years,  would 
require  1,720  years. 

HOUSE-POINT  ISLAND  FLATS. 

A  source  of  shoaling  in  the  westerly  part  of  the  harbor  still  remains  in  the  sand, 
which  is  blown  from  the  neighboring  hills  upon  House-Point  Island  Flats,  and  thence 
carried  by  the  ebb-tide  toward  deep  water ;  the  area  of  the  flats  covered  and  uncov- 
ered at  every  tide  is  800  acres,  of  which  only  150  acres,  or  hardly  one-fifth,  is  covered 
with  salt  marsh.  No  doubt  au  extension  of  the  salt  marsh,  if  practicable,  would  cause 
the  drifting  sand  to  be  retained  by  the  grass,  and  eventually  raise  the  flats  above  the 
reach  of  the  tide. 

TRANSPLANTING  MARSH. 

Experiments  have  been  made  in  transplanting  this  marsh.  Sods  6  inches  square 
were  cut  from  the  marsh  near  Abel  Hill  and  Stevens  s  Point,  and  imbedded  in  the  sand 
in  rows  2  feet  apart,  the  sods  being  2  feet  apart  in  each  row.  A  belt  from  Stevewa's 
Point  to  House-Point  Island,  thence  to  Lobster  Point,  has  thus  been  covered ;  aluo 
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lines  extendiDg  across  the  flats  abreast  of  Gall  Hill  and  sontheast  of  Abel  Hill  dike. 
Ten  thoasand  sods  have  been  transplanted,  and  in  most  cases  promise  good  results. 
The  trials  have  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  form  a  definite  idea  about  their  success. 

ANNUAL  RB8URVEYS  AT  COVE  SECTION. 

Since  1871  an  annual  resurvey  has  been  made  of  the  high-water  line  of  the  outer 
beach  for  a  distance  of  one-half  mile  either  side  of  Cove  Section,  as  well  as  leveling 
across  the  beach,  determining  the  profiles  of  this  section  and  of  another  east  of  this, 
called  "  Oblique  Section/'  a  slue-way  through  the  sand-hills.  The  information  obtained 
is  embodied  in  Plate  IV,  which  exhibits  a  map  of  apart  of  the  Salt  Meadow,  with  the 
outer  beach,  (Fig.  1,)  a  profile  on  the  line  of  the  bulk-head,  built  in  1874  and  1675, 
showing  elevation  of  the  crest  between  the  hills  either  side  of  Cove  Section  (Fig.  2)  and 
the  cross-section  of  the  beach  at  Cove  Section,  (Fig.  3.)  The  various  stages  of  the 
beach  are  obtained  from  the  following  sources  of  information,  viz : 

1835,  Major  Graham's  map. 

1844  and  1857,  United  States  Coast  Purvey  maps. 

1867,  Massachusetts  State  Commission's  map. 

1871-'72-'73-'74  and  75,  United  States  Engineers'  annual  resurveys. 

The  facts  proved  by  these  surveys  are : 

1.  That  the  beach  has  been  wearing  away  on  the  outside,  and  the  high-water  line 
has  receded  at  an  average  rate  over  the  examined  mile  of  coast  of  300  feet  in  the  last 
forty  years. 

2.  That  the  abrasion  outside  Cove  Section  since  1871  has  been  greater  than  at  any 
other  point  examined,  culminating,  in  1874,  in  the  breach  at  this  place.  In  the  line  of 
mean  ocean-level  the  beach  has  r^^eded  at  Cove  Section  300  feet  from  1835  to  1871, 
from  1871  to  1874,  200  feet,  in  addition,  making  a  total  encroachment  upon  this  point 
of  500  feet  when  the  breach  occurred.  Since  the  building  of  the  bulk-head  and  jetties 
in  1874  and  1875,  sand  retained  in  front  of  and  betweeuthe  jetties  has  increased  the 
thickness  of  the  beach,  within  a  year,  100  feet. 

3.  That  the  sand-hills  have  receded,  the  sand  from  the  outside  of  the  dunes  blowing 
over  the  crest  and  gathering  on  the  inner  side  of  the  hills.  The  map  shows  that  the 
present  outside  high-water  line  intersects  the  high-water  line  of  the  '*  Meadow  Cove  " 
of  1835,  leaving  a  part  of  the  Salt  Meadow  washed  by  the  ocean.  This  fact  is  further 
proved  by  theloug  black  line  of  marsh-sods  now  visible  in  the  outside  shore-line. 

4.  Simultaueous  with  the  receding  of  the  crest,  a  constant  loweriug  of  it  has  taken 
place,  and  in  no  case  previous  to  the  breach  has  there  been  any  increase  in  height  of 
the  crest  over  that  of  the  previous  year.  Since  1867  the  height  of  the  crest  has  de- 
creased from  Ref.  26.2  feet  above  mean  low- water  to  Kef.  12  feet  in  1874,  when  the  sea 
broke  over  it.  The  crest  is  now  in  Ref.  18.4  feet  above  mean  low-water  level,  owing 
to  the  body  of  sand  retained  in  front  of  the  jetties. 

BULK-IIEADS  AND  JETTIES  AT  COVE  SECTION. 

The  map  shows  the  location  of  the  bulk-head,  607  feet  in  length,  and|the  six  jetties 
aggregating  126  feet  in  length.  These  works  were  built  in  1874  and  1875,  and  their  con- 
struction is  the  same  as  the  Beach  Point  works,  viz,  a  frame-work  of  wood  filled  with 
brush  and  ballasted  with  stone.  Previously  (in  1873)  a  bulk-head  205  feet  in  length, 
with  wings  of  brush  and  stakes,  was  built.  It  was  133  feet  in  front  of  the  present  and 
40  feet  in  rea^  of  the  crest  at  that  time;  but  the  extraordinary  gales  of  November, 
1873,  and  January,  1874,  undermined  it  and  necessitated  the  bniloing  of  the  present 
one,  of  which  the  stability  and  efficiency  have  been  already  tested  by  violent  storms, 
and  which  have  increased  its  strength. 

PLANTING  OF  BEACH-GBASS. 

In  connection  with  the  repair  of  the  beaches  by  bulk-heads  and  jetties,  beach-grass 
has  been  planted  for  retaining  and  accumulating  the  drifting  sand.  To  the  successful 
growth  of  this  plant  the  permanency  of  the  improvements  of  the  beaches  is  due  in  a  great 
measure.  Its  far-spreading  roots  check  the  movement  of  the  sand  and  give  perma- 
nency to  the  surface  of  the  beach,  while  the  tops  arrest  the  sand  drifted  by  the  wind. 
This  new  accumulation  does  not  check  the  growth  of  the  grass;  on  the  contrary,  the 
beach-grass  keeps  pace  with  it,  and  sends  its  shoots  above  the  new  layers,  thus  steadily 
increasing  the  sand  in  height.  The  results  thas  far  obtained  show  the  planting  of 
beach-grass  to  be  the  most  economical  and  effective  means  of  preserving  and  strength- 
ening tne  beaches,  in  completion  of  that  accomplished  by  the  works  above  described. 
A  watchful  and  judicious  planting  of  beach-grass  where  needed  will,  it  is  believed,  in- 
sure the  permanency  of  the  good  results  obtained. 
Very  respeotmllyy  your  obedient  servant, 

SoPHUS  Haagensen, 

Assistant  Engineer. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  Geo.  Thom, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  o/Engineen^  U.  S,  A, 
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A  i6. 
SURVEY  OF  BELFAST  BAY  AND  HARBOR,  MAINE. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland,  Me.,  December  9, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  on  the 
survey  of  Belfast  Bay  and  Harbor,  Maine.  This  survey  was  called  for 
by  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3, 1875,  *«  making  appropriation  for 
the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public  works  on  riv- 
ers and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  was  completed  under  my 
instructions  in  August  last  by  my  assistant  engineer,  Mr.  A.  C.  Both. 
His  report  and  map  of  the  same,  prepared  under  my  supervision,  are 
also  herewith  submitted. 

As  the  object  of  this  survey  was  not  indicated  by  the  law  providing 
for  it,  and  in  the  absence  of  definite  information  in  regard  to  the  improve- 
ments most  needed  and  desired  for  this  harbor,  I  had  a  careful  hydro- 
graphic  survey  made  of  the  whole  harbor,  from  Steel's  Ledge  up  to  the 
bridge,  covering  an  area  of  about  two  square  miles.  This  survey  in- 
cludes not  only  the  harbor  itself,  but  also  so  much  of  the  bay  as  is  neces- 
sary for  devising  a  work  or  works  for  the  protection  of  the  harbor.  By 
this  survey  the  following  facts  were  developed : 

1.  That  the  harbor  itself  is  well  protected  from  all  winds  except  those 
from  the  southeast;  and  that  to  render  it  safe  from  these  also,  would 
require  th^construction  of  a  breakwater  or  breakwaters  between  McGil- 
very's  ship-yard  and  Patterson's  Point,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile. 

2.  That  there  is  a  shoal  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  which  extends 
from  McGilvery's  ship-yard  up  to  the  ledge  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf,  a 
distance  of  about  five-eighths  of  a  mile.  This  shoal  lies  in  front  of  the 
Boston,  Portland  and  Bangor  steamboat-wharves,  and  in  places  has  but 
6  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low- water,  thereby  being  a  serious  obstruc- 
tion to  that  part  of  the  harbor. 

3.  That  there  is  an  extensive  sunken  ledge  which  projects  160  feet 
into  the  harbor  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf,  having  over  its  shoalest  part 
but  3.4  feet  of  water  at  mean  low- water,  or  13.1  feet  at  ordinary  high- 
water,  the  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides  being  9.7  feet.  This  ledge  is 
about  one-third  of  a  mile  below  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  the  harbor^ 
and,  projecting  into  the  harbor,  as  it  does,  it  necessarily  endangers  ves- 
sels lying  or  mooring  near  it. 

The  locations  of  the  proposed  breakwater  and  of  the  shoal  and  ledge 
above  referred  to  are  shown  on  the  accompanying  drawing,  the  area  of 
the  shoal  being  shaded  in  red,  and  that  of  the  ledge  in  brown. 

To  so  improve  this  harbor  as  to  afford  a  safe  anchorage  for  shipping 
in  all  storms  and  so  that  it  shall  have  a  suitable  depth  for  the  steamers 
and  vessels  that  touch  and  lie  there,  in  all  stages  of  the  tide,  would  re- 
quire the  following  work  to  be  done,  viz : 

a.  The  construction  of  a  riprap  stone  breakwater  or  breakwaters 
between  McGilvery's  ship-yard  and  Patterson's  Point.  The  plan  now 
proposed  for  this  work  consists  in  building  one  breakwater  out  from 
McGilvery's  wharf  in  a  direction  nearly  northeast,  for  a  length  of  1,500 
feet ;  and  a  second  one  out  from  Patterson's  Point  (on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  harbor)  in  a  direction  nearly  south-southwest  for  a  distance  of 
900  feet,  thereby  leaving  an  entrance  800  feet  in  width.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  effect  of  the  southeast  gales  would  be  very  limited  in 
force  and  extent,  and  would  be  felt  on  the  easterly  side  only  of  the  har- 
bor, which  is  not  used  for  anchorage-ground.    This  work  would  require 
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abont  200,000  tons  of  stone,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  (iDclading 
engineering  and  other  incidental  expenses)  is  $310,000. 

b.  The  excavation,  by  dredging,  of  the  shoal  between  McGilvery's 
ship-yard  and  the  ledge,  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  water,  which 
would  require  about  115,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  the  estimated 
cost  of  which  (including  contingencies)  is  $25,000. 

c.  The  removal  of  the  sunken  ledge  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf  outside 
of  the  proposed  line,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  drawing,  to  a  depth 
of  7  feet,  at  mean  low-water,  which  would  require  the  removal  of  about 
420  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  an  estimated  cost  (including  contingencies) 
of,  say,  $12,000.  To  excavate  this  ledge  to  a  greater  depth,  and  over  a 
more  extended  area,  would  involve  a  greater  expense  than  would  be 
justified  by  the  benefits  gained. 

In  consideration,  also,  of  the  great  cost  of  the  breakwaters  on  the 
plan  proposed,  it  might  be  deemed  advisable  to  build  only  the  one  ex- 
tending out  from  the  westerly  shore,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  (in- 
cluding engineering  and  other  incidental  expenses)  is  $195,000,  but  this 
would  give  only  a  partial  protection  to  the  harbor )  much  better,  how- 
ever, than  none. 

The  extent  to  which  the  commerce  of  the  country  would  be  promoted 
by  the  improvement  of  tb^s  harbor  as  now  proposed,  is  stated  in  the 
accompanying  letter  from  tne  United  States  deputy  collector  of  customs 
of  that  port. 

RECAPrrULATION  OF  ESTIMATES. 

For  breakwater  between  McGilvery's  ship-yard  and  Patterson's  Point.. .  $310, 000  00 

For  removal  of  shoal  above  ship-yard 25,900  00 

For  removal  of  sunken  ledge  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  below  mean  low-water, 
say 12,000  00 

Total 347,000  00 

Further  details  and  information  in  regard  to  the  survey  and  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor,  including  estimates  of  cost  of  same,  will  be  found 
in  the  accompanying  report  of  my  assistant  engineer. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  Thom, 
Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt.  Bri^.  Oen.,  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  JEiigineerSj  U.  S.  A. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  A.  C.  BOTH,  ASfilSTAin'  ENGINEER. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me,,  December  8, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  submit  a  plan  of  the  survey  of  Belfast  Bay 
and  Harbor,  Maine,  made  in  pursuance  of  your  order  dated  June  15, 1875 ;  the  proposed 
improvements  of  which  are  also  shown  on  this  plan. 

The  survey  was  begun  on  June  28,  continued  to  July  24,  resnmed  August  18,  and 
completed  August  19.  The  survey  was  commenced  by  measuring  a  base-line  of  3,766 
feet  in  length  along  the  west  side  of  the  Northport  road.  This  road  runs  in  a  south- 
erly direction,  is  nearly  level,  and  parallel  to  the  shore,  and  therefore  offered  great 
facilities  for  obtaini  ng  a  long  and  accurate  base-line.  From  here  the  only  visible  points, 
the  monument  and  Patterson's  Point,  were  triangulated  to  serve  as  a  permanent  base- 
line for  the  survey.  The  calculated  distance  between  the  monument  and  Patterson's 
Point  was  found  to  be  4,555.68  feet ;  a  drill-hole,  half  an  inch  in  diameter  and  one  inch 
deep,  cut  in  the  coping-stone  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  monument,  indicates  the 
southeast  base  of  this  line.  The  northwest  base  is  located  near  the  high-water  line  at 
Patterson's  Point,  and  is  indicated  also  by  a  drill-hole,  one  inch  deep  and  half  an  inch 
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1 
diameter,  cat  into  the  solid  ledge  and  marked  "  XII."  The  trian^alation  of  the  pria^ 
cipal  poiDts  shown  on  this  plan  was  then  started  from  this  base-line.  The  shore-liDfli 
wharves,  dsc,  were  snrveyed  by  using  the  telemeter.  All  these  telemeter-stations  wei:«| 
conspicuously  marked  with  white  paint,  with  a  view  to  using  them  afterward  as  d»^ 
partures  for  the  numerous  ranges  on  which  soundings  were  taken.  AM  the  sounds 
ings  were  intersected  and  located  by  transit  angles.  The  soundings  are  expressed  ia 
feet  and  tenths  of  feet,  and  refer  to  mean  low-water,  the  plane  or  reference  adoptei 
for  this  survey,  which  is  the  same  as  that  determined  and  adopted  by  the  United] 
States  Coast  Survey.  The  bench  for  this  plane  was  transferred  from  the  United 
States  Coast  Survey  bench  to  the  stone  foundation  wall  of  W.  Pitcher  &  Sons'  store- 
house at  the  head  of  Simpson's  wharf.  It  is  marked  by  a  horizontal  notch  and  drill* 
hole,  half  an  inch  diameter  and  one  inch  deep,  cut  in  a  stone  of  the  northeast  wall  gl 
said  building,  about  3  feet  above  the  ground  and  1^  feet  south  of  the  door  at  tb.e  nordM 
erly  corner.  It  is  marked  B.  M.  19.67,  and  its  elevation  above  mean  low- water  is  l9JSr 
feet.  Rise  of  mean  high-water  above  the  plane  of  reference  is  9.7  feet.  The  eztreoiS; 
northwesterly  part  of  Belfast  Bay  where  tne  Possagassawakeag  River  empties  into  xt^^ 
forms  the  harbor  of  Belfast.  The  area  of  this  harbor  is  limited^ northwardly  by  t^' 
bridge  across  the  Passagassawakeag  River,  southerly  by  the  proposed  break wate^ 
easterly  and  westerly  b^  the  high-water  lines,  and  contains  about  250  acres.  About 
150  acres  of  this  area  is  available  for  the  anchorage  of  vessels  of  from  6  to  15  feet 
draught  at  low- water.  The  harbor  is  exposed  to  the  southeasterly  winds,  ranging 
from  south-southeast  to  east-by-south,  true  bearing,  but  well  protected  from  all  others* 
A  channel,  of  a  width  of  250  feet  and  13  feet  depth  at  mean  low- water,  runs  ap  in  the 
middle  of  the  harbor  as  far  as  Simpson's  wharf,  from  which  it  turns  gradually  toward 
the  westerly  shore,  increasing  also  in  depth  up  to  Frederick's  wharf,  where  there  is  24 
feet  at  mean  low-water ;  from  here  it  runs  parallel  to  the  shore  up  to  the  head  of  the 
harbor — the  draw-bridge.  The  approach  to  the  wharves  in  the  upper  part  of  the  har- 
bor is  thus  unobstructed.  The  lower  wharves,  viz,  Sanford's  and  Simpson's  wharves, 
the  landings  of  the  Boston  and  Bangor,  and  the  Portland  and  Bangor  steamers,  are 
obstructed  by  large  flats,  which  project  from  300  to  400  feet  beyond  these  wharves. 
It  is  proposed  to  excavate  these  flats  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and 
thereby  facilitate  the  movements  of  these  steamers,  which  arrive  here  daily  and  do 
the  largest  part  of  the  business  of  the  place.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  harbor 
these  steamers  are  frequently  detained  several  hours  at  low- water  in  reaching  or  leav- 
ing the  wharves.  The  excavation  of  these  flats  should  commence  at  the  westerly  side 
and  lower  portion  of  the  harbor,  and  be  carried  up  about  200  feet  above  Simpson's 
wharf,  a  distance  of  about  2,700  feet.  At  this  point  a  ledge  crops  out  from  the  shore 
and  extends  up  as  far  as  D.  Lane's  wharf,  a  distance  of  about  250  feet.  It  projecta 
about  160  feet  outside  of  the  above-mentioned  wharf,  and  has  3.4  feet  of  water  on  its 
shoalest  point  at  mean  low-water.  This  ledge  was  generally  supposed  to  be  of  small 
extent,  but  a  careful  survey  of  the  same  developed  the  fact  that  it  covers  a  large  area, 
and  that  it  would  require  for  its  removal — 

Cabio  yards. 

To  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water 4,675 

To  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  mean  low-water 1«575 

To  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low-water 860 

To  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low-water 420 

The  great  cost  involved  by  the  removal  of  this  ledge  to  a  greater  depth  than  7  feet 
at  mean  low-water  does  not  seem  to  be  proportionate  to  the  benefit  to  be  derived  there- 
from. 

It  is  therefore  proposed  to  remove  this  ledge  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low-water, 
to  the  proposed  hue,  limiting  the  improvements  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan. 
The  maneuvering  of  vessels  in  that  vicinity  would  thereby  be  greatly  facilitated,  and 
it  would  to  some  extent  benefit  the  lower  portion  of  the  harbor,  by  allowing  the  cur- 
rent at  ebb-tides  to  scour  this  area,  preventing  reshoaling.    In  the  present  condition  ii 
the  harbor,  exposed  as  it  is  to  southeasterly  blows,  vessels  have  to  leave  their  moorings 
at  the  wharves  and  anchor  in  the  upper  part  of  the  harbor,  whenever  the  wind  blows 
fresh  from  the  southeast.    The  aooommodations,  however,  are  limited,  and  only  a  small 
number  of  vessels  can  find  shelter  there.    To  make  the  lower,  and  by  far  larger  portion 
of  the  harbor  available  for  safe  anchorage  during  southeast  winds,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  build  breakwaters,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan.    These  breakwaters 
are  described  as  follows :  Starting  from  a  point  of  ledge  on  the  Belfast  shore,  55  feet 
north  of  McQilvery's  wharf,  it  runs  in  a  direction  north  42i°  east,  or  nearly  northeast, 
true  bearing.    Its  top,  10  feet  wide,  is,  in  reference,  14  feet  above  mean  low-water.    It 
is  proposed  to  build  this  breakwater  of  riprap,  with  an  outward  slope  of  2  feet  hori- 
zontal to  1  foot  vertical,  and  an  inward  slope  (toward  the  harbor)  of  1  foot  horizontal 
to  1  foot  vertical.   The  length  on  top  will  be  1,500  feet.   The  breakwater  proposed  fh>m 
Patterson's  Point  (A  Station  XII)  runs  in  a  direction  south  18^^  west,  or  nearly  south- 
southwest,  true  bearing.  Its  oross-aection  will  be  the  same  as  above  described,  and  will 
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•  900  ieet  long  on  top.  In  the  estimates  allowance  has  been  made  for  a  settlement 
f  the  breakwaters  of  5  feet  into  the  soft  bottom.  The  width  of  the  entrance  will  be 
to  feet  The  line  thiongh  the  two  heads  has  a  direction  sonth  72^*^  east,  north  72f  ° 
mtj  or  nearly  east-by-sonth  half-south,  trae  bearing.  There  is,  consequently!  but  a 
Ml  expcware  to  the  most  dangerous  winds  southeast.  The  width  of  the  southeast 
^xe  which  can  enter  between  the  two  heads  is  only  155  feet  at  high-water,  and  less 
I  low- water,  and  it  rolls  into  the  harbor  in  such  a  direction  as  not  to  endanger  the 
ply  of  vessels,  the  easterly  and  lower  portion  of  the  harbor  not  being  often  used  as 
pdiorage-gronnd,  on  account  of  the  hard  bottom. 

ESTIMATED  COST  OF  IMPROVING  THE  HABBOR  OF  BELFAST,  ME. 

i  h^Dredging, 

ki  excavation  of  large  flats,  extending  from  McGilvery's  ship-yard  to  Swau 
;4  Co.'8  wharf,  as  shown  by  the  red-shaded  area  on  the  accompanying 
^ftn.  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water,  will  require  the  removal  of 
ll5,G00  cubic  yards  of  soft  mud,  as  measured  in  the  scows,  at  20  cents  per 

tabic  yard $23,000 

U  for  contingencies,  say <. 2,000 

ToUl 25,000 

II. — Roch-excavatUm . 
%b  improyement  of  the  point  of  ledge  off  Lane's  wharf,  outside  of  the  line 
Bmiting  the  improvements,  as  shown  on  the  plan,  (shaded  in  brown,)  to  a 
4rpch  of  7  feet  at  mean  low-water,  will  require  the  removal  of  4fO  cubic 

nrds,  at  ^  per  cubic  yard $10,500 

m  for  contingencies,  say 1,500 

Total ♦ 12,000 

III. — Breakicaters. 

c  Breakwater  from  Belfast  shore : 

11315  tons  riprap,  at  $1.40  per  ton $177,121 

id  for  contingencies,  say 17,879 

ToUl 195,000 

h.  Breakwater  from  Patterson's  Point : 

Ij96  tons  riprap,  at  $1.40  per  ton $104,811 

id  for  contingencies,  say 10,189 

Total 115,000 

RECAPITULATION. 

L  For  dredging,  including  contingencies $25, 000 

t  For  rock-excavation,  including  contingencies 12,000 

IL  Breakwaters,  intruding  contingencies 310,000 

Total  ooat  of  improvement r 347,000 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Both, 

AsHatant  Engineer. 
Bvt  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Thom, 

UaUeMtMUColonel  of  Engineers, 


commercial  statistics. 

Custom-Housb,  Belfast,  Me., 

Collector's  Office,  November  18,  1875. 

SiK:  I  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  date  the  10th 
bAut,  in  which  you  inquire — 

Ut  What  amount  of  revenue  was  collected  at  our  port  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
ionedO,  li375;  and 

iA.  What  amount  of  commerce  and  navigation  will  be  benefited  by  the  proposed 
tmiROTements  of  our  harbor. 

bk  reply  to  the  first  inquiry  I  will  say  that  in  this  collection-district,  and  mostly  at 
MU»  port,  there  was  collected  in  duty  on  imports,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1875, 

13  B  r"  T 
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$2,294.98.  Allow  me  also  to  add,  in  this  coiiDeotion,  that  our  coin  collections  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  did  not  come  nearly  np  in  amount  to  what  is  nsually  collected  in  this 
district  in  the  same  period  of  time.  In  the  year  endinp^  June  30, 1873,  we  collected  on 
import  duties,  $8,045.86 ;  in  the  year  ending  Jnue  30, 1»74,  $4,827.18 ;  and  we  have  col- 
lected since  June  30,  1875,  84,130.36. 

For  answer  to  your  second  inquiry,  I  shall  have  to  depend  in  a  measure  upon  our 
nen  here  who  are  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation,  as  our  official  records  do  not 
furnish  the  necessary  data,  and  having  consulted  them  in  the  matter,  it  is  judged  that 
there  have  been  four  hundred  and  fifty  freight-carrying  sail- vessels  entered  our  port  in 
the  past  year,  and,  as  the  same  number  would  leave  here,  and  that  nearly  all,  arriving 
and  leaving,  are  laden  with  cargoes  embracing  in  the  aggregate  the  various  kinds  of 
merchandise,  this  statement  will  give  yon  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  our  commerce.  The 
steamboat  navigation  to  and  from  this  port  consists  of  four  steamers:  two  Boston 
steamers  coming  into  this  place  four  times  each  per  week ;  one  Portland  steamer  touch- 
ing here  six  times  per  week,  and  a  small  steamer  running  daily  from  here  east  as  far  as 
Brooksville.  We  have  belonging  to  this  district  267  sailing-vessels,  87  of  them  hailing 
from  this  port.  There  were  ouut  in  this  place  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 1875, 11 
vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  amounting  to  7,407.33  tons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Marshall  Davis, 

Special  Deputy  Collector, 

General  Geo.  Thom, 

United  States  Engineer. 


A   17.  • 

survey  of  harbor  matinicus  island,  maine. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me.y  December  7, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following^  report  on  the 
survey  of  the  harbor  at  Matinicus  Island,  Maine,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  works  proposed  for  its  improvement,  as  shown  by  the  accom- 
panying drawing.  This  survey,  which  was  called  for  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3,  1876,  "making  appropriations  for  the  repair, 
preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  har- 
bors, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  made  in  July  last,  by  my  assistant 
engineer,  Mr.  Sophus  Haagensen,  under  my  instructions ;  and  his  report 
and  drawing  of  same,  also  prepared  under  my  supervision,  are  herewith 
submitted. 

When  this  survey  was  taken  in  hand,  it  was  supposed  that  it  was  to 
be  made  at  Ten-Pound  Harbor,  also  known  as  Matinicus  Roads,  situated 
south  of  Matinicus  Island,  and  between  it  and  Ten-Pound  and  Bagged 
Islands,  as  this  was  the  only  harbor  that  is  specially  shown  and  described 
by  the  existing  reports  and  charts.  But  it  was  ascertained,  on  a  further 
investigation  and  examination  of  the  locality,  that  the  survey  called  for 
doubtless  had  reference  to  the  harbor  about  one  mile  farther  north,  oq 
the  east  side  of  Matinicus  Island,  which  is  frequently  resorted  to  by 
coasting,  fishing,  and  other  vessels.  Surveys  were  consequently  made 
of  both  of  those  harbors,  and  estimates  have  been  made  for  their  improve- 
ment by  means  of  breakwaters  built  as  described  in  Mr.  Haagensen's 
report.  On  comparing  the  relative  advantages  of  these  harbors,  together 
with  the  estimated  cost  of  the  works  requisite  to  make  them  elective, 
as  well  as  the  extent  to  which  commerce  and  navigation  would  be  bene- 
fited thereby,  it  is  plainly  to  be  seen  that  any  attempt  to  improve  Ten- 
Pound  Harbor  would  be  impracticable  unless  attendeil  with  an  expense 
that  would  not  be  warranted  by  the  benefit  that  would  be  derived  from 
it,   while  Matinicus  Harbor,   on  the  east  side  of  the  island,  offers 
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pdniDtag^  which  coald  be  made  available  at  a  comparatively  small 
feoet,  and  especially  so  for  fishing,  coasting,  and  other  vessels  of  small 
^bsSf  that  would  there  seek  shelter  in  easterly  storms.  This  harbor  is 
bow  well  sheltered  from  northerly,  westerly,  and  southerly  winds,  but 
enly  imperfectly  so  from  easterly  winds. 

The  harbor  proper,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  drawing,  is  par- 
^llv  sheltered  from  easterly  winds  by  Young's  Point,  Indiau  Ledge, 
Jkiter  Ledge,  and  Wheaton's  Island,  and  has  an  area  within  the  high- 
water  lines  of  about  ten  acres,  about  half  of  which  has  from  4  to  8  feet 
of  water  at  mean  low- water.  The  entrance  to  this  harbor,  which  is  be- 
Itveen  Dexter  Ledge  and  the  island,  is  not  practicable  with  more  than 
i  feet  at  mean  low- water,  or  13  feet  at  ordinary  high- water,  the  mean 
liseand  fall  of  the  tide  being  9  feet.  To  give  perfect  shelter  to  this 
barlior  would  require  a  breakwater  extending  from  Young's  Point,  on 
Matinicas  Island,  southwardly  to  Indian  Ledge,  and  thence  westwardly 
over  Dexter  Ledge  to  Matinicus  Island,  leaving  open  its  present  entrance 
between  Dexter  Ledge  and  the  island. 

The  estimated  cost  of  a  suitable  permanent  work,  as  stated  in  the 
accompanying  report,  is  $36,000. 

Should  it,  however,  be  deemed  advisable  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of 
this  harbor,  and  adapt  it  to  vessels  of  all  classes,  it  could  be  effected  by 
bmldiDg  a  breakwater  from  Wheaton's  Island  northwardly  out  to 
Harbor  Ledge,  (a  distance  of  1,000  feet,)  in  connection  with  one  extending 
frooi  Yoang's  Point  to  Indian  Ledge,  which  would  afford  a  well-sheltered 
vn  of  about  38  acres,  with  good  anchorage  for  vessels  of  all  sizes ;  but 
the  estimated  cost  of  suitable  works  is  shown  in  the  accompanying 
teport  to  be  $300,000.    Such  a  harbor  would  doubtless  be  of  very  great  ' 
Tfthie  in  affording  refuge  to  coasting  and  other  vessels  caught  in  east- 
erly gales,  especially  during  severe  winters,  when  the  coast  harbors  are 
ittoally  closed  by  ice.    But  for  the  local  commerce  of  Matinicus  Island, 
and  for  the  benefit  that  would  inure  to  such  vessels  as  would  usually 
seek  refuge  in  that  harbor,  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  extend  its 
etpacitj  beyond  that  of  the  present  harbor  proper.    In  its  present  im- 
pofeetly  sheltered  condition  the  value  of  this  harbor  may  be  inferred 
ton  the  fact,  as  stated  to  me  by  reliable  authority,  that  the  harbor  is 
now  frequented  by  vessels  and  steamers  employed  in  the  fishing  busi- 
aenfrom  all  parts  of  the  Eastern  States;  that  during  the  past  season 
tbirteeo  steamers  entered  the  harbor  at  one  time,  it  being  not  an  uncom- 
awn  occurrence  to  see  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  sail  of  fishing- vessels  in 
thoeat  a  time.     As  this  harbor  lies  directly  in  the  track  of  the  coast- 
iagTeuels  of  Maine  and  New  Brunswick,  it  would,  without  doubt,  be 
Tery  mach  frequented  if  it  could  be  rendered  safe  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed. 

Farther  details  and  information  in  regard  to  this  harbor,  with  esti- 
■atesof  cost  of  the  works  proposed  for  its  improvement,  together  with 
» deficriptiott  of  the  survey,  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  report 
ttd  map. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  Thom, 
Lieut  Col  of  EngineerSy  Bvt  Brig,  tien.,  U.  8,  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  8.  A. 
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report  of  mr.  80phus  haagen9en,  assistant  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  J/e.,  December  4, 1875. 

'General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  snrvey  of  Matiuicus  Harbor,  Mainei 
made  in  parsuance  of  your  inBtructions  of  July  16. 

Matinicns  Harbor  ie  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Matinicus  Island,  about  a  mile  from 
the  northeast  point  of  the  island  ;  it  is  sheltered  from  northerly,  westerly,  and  south- 
erly winds,  but  only  imperfectly  protected  for  easterly  winds  by  Wheaton's  Island, 
Indian  Ledji^e,  and  the  ridge  of  ledge  connecting  this  with  Young's  Point,  Matinicus 
Island.  The  harbor  proper,  where  the  greater  part  of  the  wharves  and  landings  is 
found,  lies  north  and  west  of  Dexter  and  Indian  Ledges ;  the  area  inclosed  within  these 
and  the  main  island  is  about  700  feet  by  (>50  feet  within  the  high-water  line,  or  nearly 
10^  acres.  About  half  of  this  area  has  from  4  to  8  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low- 
water  ;  the  entrance  is  not  practicable  with  more  than  4  feet  at  mean  low-water,  i.  c, 
vessels  of  13  feet  draught  may  be  taken  into  the  harbor  on  top  of  an  ordinary  high 
water.  The  entrance  is  west  of  Dexter  Ledge,  between  this  ledge  and  Matinicus 
Island  ;  the  soundings  seem  to  indicate  a  deeper  entrance  between  Dexter  and  Indian 
Ledges ;  but  an  entrance  is  impracticable  here,  as  this  side  (the  east-erly)  of  the  harbor 
is  obstructed  by  peaks  of  ledge  cropping  out  amon^  the  bowlders  covering  the  bottom. 
It  is  only  the  westerly  side  of  the  harbor  which  is  free  from  these  projecting  peaks, 
having  a  smooth  sand  bottom,  where  vessels  may  ground  without  danger  of  being 
"  hogged."  The  easterly  side  of  the  harbor  may  be  utilized  by  building  piers  over  the 
projecting  ledges,  and  this  will  probably  be  done  when  the  gap  between  Indian  Ledge 
and  Youug^s  Point  is  closed  up  by  a  suitable  breakwater,  excluding  the  heavy  easterly 
sea. 

To  effectually  close  up  this  basin  and  make  it  a  tidal  harbor,  where  vessels  of  13 
feet  draught  may  be  safe  in  an  easterly  gale,  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  the  follow- 
ing structures,  viz :  Breakwater  No.  1,  connecting  Young's  Point  with  Indian  Ledge ; 
breakwater  No.  2,  from  Indian  Ledge  over  Dexter  Ledge  to  the  easterly  entranco-pier ; 
and  breakwater  No.  3,  from  the  westerly  entrance-pier  to  the  shore,  leaving  an  entrance 
60  feet  wide  between  the  termini  of  breakwaters  Nos.  2  and  3. 

The  following  estimates  have  been  made,  viz : 

Breakivater  No.  1. — ^The  site  of  this  breakwater  is  a  ridge  of  ledge  almost  in  its  entire 
length  dry  at  low-water,  while  the  gap  to  be  closed  is  upward  of  400  feet  between  the 
high- water  lines  of  Young's  Point  and  Indian  Ledge.  It  is  proposed  to  build  it  of  riprap, 
faced  on  the  outside  (easterly  side)  with  a  large  grout,  split  so  as  to  be  laid  in  courses 
and  doweled  together.  The  top  would  be  a  coping-course,  480  feet  long,  10  feet  wide, 
in  Ref.  15  feet  above  mean  low-water.  It  would  require — 
985  cubic  yards  of  large  grout  laid  and  doweled  together,  at  a  cost  of  $15  per 

cubic  yard $14,775 

3,000tonsof  riprap,  at  f  1.25  per  ton 3,750 

Contingencies,  say 2,875 

Costof  breakwater  No.'l 21,400 

Breakwater  No,  2  would  be  less  exposed  than  No.  1.  It  is  proposed  to  build  it  entirely 
of  riprap  work,  its  top  10  feet  wide,  in  Ref.  12  feet  above  mean  low-water ;  the  outside 
(southerly  side)  having  a  slope  of  2  horizontal  to  1  vertical,  the  side  toward  the  north 
having  a  slope  of  1  to  1.  The  western  terminus  to  be  a  crib-work  pier  20  feet  square 
on  top,  whicn  would  be  in  Ref.  15  feet  above  mean  low-water.  The  length  of  break- 
water No.  2,  including  the  terminal  pier,  would  be  420  feet  on  its  top.  It  is  estimated 
that  its  construction  would  require  an  amount  of— 

6,020  tons  of  riprap,  at  $1.25  per  ton $7,525 

The  terminal  pier,(eateterly) 87.'> 

vContingencies,  say 1,260 

Cost  of  breakwater  No.  2 9,660 

Breakwaier  No,  3  would  be  similar  in  construction  to  No.  2.  Its  length  on  top,  in- 
eluding  the  terminal  pier,  would  be  175  feet,  and  require — 

2,7:}6tonsof  riprap,  at  $1.25  per  ton $3,420 

The  terminal  pier,  (westerly) 675 

Contingencies,  say • 64.5 

Cost  of  breakwater  No.  3 4, 940 

recapitulation. 

Breakwater  No.  1,  (including  contingencies) $21,400 

Breakwater  No.  2,  (including  contingencies) 9, 660 

Breakwater  No.  3,  (including  contingencies) 4, 940 

Total  cost  of  harbor 36,000 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGIiTEERS.  197 

Hio  valoe  of  the  above-described  harbor  is  mainly  owing  to  the  deep  and  partially- 
beltervd  bMin  inclosed  between  Indian  Ledge.  Dexter  Ledge,  Matinicus  Island,  and 
IThratoD's  Island,  where  there  is  sufficient  deptn  and  good  holding-ground  for  vessels 
jlall  classes  to  eome  to  an  anchorage ;  an  area  of  upward  of  eight  acres  has  from  three 
)D  firp  fathoms  of  water  at  mean  low-water.  This  basin  is  used  to  a  great  extent  by 
fes  DUDierous  fishing- vessels  always  to  be  found  in  these  waters.  The  basin  might  be 
lMd«  a  safe  harbor^  protected  from  all  winds,  by  the  building  of  a  breakwater  from 
Pkeatoo'd  Island  to  *^  Harbor  Ledge;"  a  distance  of  1,000  feet. 

!  Ihe  direction  of  this  breakwater  (marked  on  the  accompanying  map  "  proposed 
hBnk water  No.  4**)  would  be  north  18^  east,  or  about  north-by-east  one-half  north, 
He  beariog.'  This  breakwater  and  No.  1  would  exclude  all  heavy  sea ;  the  entrance 
mid  only  be  exposed  to  winds  from  north-by-east  to  north-by- west,  and  the  sea  caused 
bff  tbow  winds  is  rendered  hannless  by  **  No  Man's  Land  *'  and  the  ledge  around  this 
■tod.  The  protected  area  would  be  nearly  3d  acres.  The  cost  of  this  breakwater 
•Mid  be  great,  owing  to  the  depth  of  water  between  Harbor  Ledge  and  Wheaton's 
Uaod,  and  its  exposed  locality.  An  estimate  has  been  made  for  a  breakwater  built  of 
ripnp  op  to  the  low-water  line,  where  it  would  have  a  width  of  30  feet,  having  an  out- 
ward slope  of  2  horizontal  to  1  vertical,  and  an  inward  slope  of  1  to  1.  Above  low- 
vat«r  it  would  be  constructed  as  described  for  breakwater  No.  1,  only  the  top  of  the 
N^og-coune  woald  be  in  Bef.  12  feet  above  mean  low-water.    It  would  require — 

S^)  cubic  yards  of  large  grout,  laid  and  doweled  together,  at  $15  per  cubic 

yard $.'i5,500 

J0/<uOtoDsof  riprap,  at  $1.25  per  ton 200,000 

CcfltiQgencies,8ay 23,100 

Cost  of  breakwater  No.  4 278,600 

Tbere  are  extra  factlitiee  for  procuring  the  stone  for  the  proposed  breakwaters ;  the 
•liiods  are  high  granite  ledges,  and  all  the  stone  might  be  quarried  in  the  immediate 
vrmxj  and  carried  on  a  tramway  to  the  breakwater  in  process  of  construction.  In 
(toe  of  the  building  of  breakwaters  Nos.  4  and  1,  the  two  inner  breakwaters,  Nos.  2 
and  X  might  be  dispensed  with  as  superfluous.  The  improvement  as.  proposed  would, 
tfantibre,  be  one  or  the  two  alternatives : 

A.  lodoaiog  the  area  between  Matinicus  Island,  Indian  Ledge,  and  Dexter  Ledge 
vith  breakwaters  Noe.  1,  2,  and  3,  so  as  to  make  a  harbor  for  small  vessels,  the  entrance 
Wb|  4  feet  at  mean  low- water  and  13  feet  at  mean  high- water,  which  improvement,  it  is 
Mimited,  would  cost  $36,000. 

B.  Making  a  large  harbor  for  vessels  of  all  classes,  at  all  stages  of  the  tide,  by  bnild- 
nj  bi^akwaters  Nos.  4  and  1,  which  improvement,  it  is  estimated,  would  cost— 

Bmkwater  No.  1,  (including  contingencies) $21,400 

Bitakwater  No.  4,  (including  contingencies) 278,600 

300,000 
Tie  fint  of  these  would  not  have  great  significance  as  a  harbor  of  refuge,  on  account 
fl(  its  only  being  accessible  at  high- water ;  it  would  benefit  the  island  and  the  small 
^VMiiow^Ded  there,  which  are  now  in  great  danger  during  every  easterly  storm.  The 
Md  alternative,  B,  would  be  of  great  importance  to  navigation ;  vessels  seeking  a 
ni^of  refoge  during  an  easterly  storm,  would  not  be  obliged  to  run  the  risk  of  ap- 
T'v^iag  the  rocks  and  dangers  of  the  shore,  but  would  find  a  harbor  15  miles  from 
pthaof  the  nearest  harbors  on  the  shore,  Seal  Harbor,  Tenant's  Harbor,  and  Herring 

.  Ttte  fact  that  the  proposed  harbor  of  refuge  at  Matinicus  Island  would  be  free  from 
•^  iBd  accessible  at  times  when  the  coast  of  Maine  is  ice-bound,  is,  perhaps,  the 
•^'wiMt  argument  in  &vor  of  the  project.  For  details  of  the  survev,  I  would  rewpect- 
faily  refer  to  the  accompanying  maps,  plotted  on  a  scale  of  1  to  1200,  (100  feet  =  1 
iteL) 

^  All  the  stations  occupied  have  been  marked  by  f-inch  holes,  drilled  in  the  ledge  for 
•Jjwe  identification.  The  soundings  are  referred  to  mean  low-water,  which  plane  of 
Wenoe  wm  averaged  from  five  low-waters  observed  during  the  survey ;  the  mean 
n«t  aD4  UM  of  the  tide  during  that  time  was  9.0  feet. 

TV  Ude^>h<iervations  were  made  on  a  tide-staff  placed  on  J.  Young's  wharf,  in  the 
«Jthwe«t  comer  of  the  outer  harbor.  The  bench  for  re-establislimeut  of  the  plane  of 
'wivnce  of  the  survey  is  an  iron  bolt,  set  in  the  ledge  25  ftiet  distant  from  the  north- 
^  fomer  of  the  wharf;  the  top  of  the  bolt  is  in  Ref.  12.62  feet  above  the  plane  of 
'«woce  mean  low -water. 

j/^^*»  thonisht  the  Ten-Pound  Harbor,  or  Matinicus  Roads,  would  offer  facilities  for 
«♦  location  of  a  harbor  of  refuge,  and,  in  accordance  with  instructions  to  that  eftect, 
»«rv'ey  vsa  also  made  at  this  place.  Ten-Pound  Harbor  is  inclosed  between  Matini- 
«»  UUnd,  Ten-Pound  Island,  and  Ragged  Island.    These  islands,  however,  qxq^  not      ^ 
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sufficient  shelter  for  the  inclosed  basin,  and  breakwaters  would  bave  to  be  built  to  se- 
cure a  safe  anchorage.  The  most  favorable  location  for  a  breakwater  would  be  on  a 
line  from  Curtis  Point,  on  the  south  side  of  Matin icus  Island,  to  the  northwest  point 
of  Ten-Pound  Island.  The  rocky  shores  of  the  two  islands  approach  here  within  1,650 
feet  on  the  high-water  lines,  and  are  only  830  feet  apart  at  low-water.  The  channel 
between  the  two  islands  has  13  feet  of  water  at  mean  low- water  in  the  deepest  place 
of  the  line  upon  which  the  breakwater  could  be  located.  Tbe  bottom  of  this  channel 
is  composed  of  heavy  bowlders,  with  ledge  cropping  out  among  them,  promising  sta- 
bility to  a  structure  which  might  be  built  here.  On  either  side  of  Curtis  Point  the 
shore  recede>s  and  forms  two  coves  with  good  anchorage,  a  marked  similarity  to  Rich- 
mond's Island,  Maine,  where  two  coves,  similarly  situated,  have  been  sheltered  by  a 
breakwater  between  Richmond's  Island  and  the  main-land.  A  breakwater  built  be- 
tween Curtis  Point  and  Ten-Pound  Island  would  afford  sheltered  anchorage  during  an 
easterly  storm  in  the  cove  west  of  the  breakwater  between  Curtis  Point  and  Cato 
Ledge,  as  long  as  the  wind  was  blowing  steadily  from  the  east ;  but  should  the  wind 
veer  to  south  or  southwest,  it  would  roll  the  waves  into  the  harbor  with  unbroken 
force,  and  the  vessels  would  be  anchored,  among  the  breakers,  worse  off  than  if  they 
had  kept  out  to  sea.  The  same  danger  would  apply  to  the  anchorage  on  the  east  side 
of  the  breakwater.  The  harbor  of  refuge  at  Richmond's  Island,  although  "  one-sided," 
has  no  such  drawback,  owing  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  land  southwest  of  the  har- 
bor. A  breakwater  between  Curtis  Point  and  Ton-Pound  Island  would  therefore  not 
be  sufficient  protection  for  Matinicus  Roads  or  Ten-Pound  Harbor ;  to  make  a  safe  har- 
bor, it  would  be  necessary  to  build,  in  addition,  a  breakwater  from  Cato  Ledge  to 
Ragged  Island,  a  distance  of  one  mile ;  but  the  cost  of  the  work  would  be  so  much  in 
excess  of  the  cost  of  the  harbor  described  under  B,  (nearly  four  times,)  that  should  a 
large  expenditure  be  warranted,  the  preference  would  be  given  to  the  plan  of  improv- 
ing Matinicus  Harbor  by  building  breakwaters  Nos.  I  and  4. 

The  breakwaters  estimated  for  have  the  same  cross-sections  as  described  for  break- 
waters Nos.  2  and  3,  and  would  cost  for — 

A  breakwater  between  Curtis  Point  and  Ten-Pound  Island,  requiring  50,000 

tons  of  riprap,  at  a  cost  of  $2.25  per  ton §112, 500 

A  breakwater  between  Cato  Ledge  and  Ragged  Island,  requiring  400,000 
tons  of  riprap,  at  a  cost  of  $2.25  per  ton 900, 000 

Contingencies,  say 101,500 

1,114,000 

Of  the  survey  in  Ten-Pound  Harbor,  a  map  has  been  made  on  a  scale  of  1  to  1200. 
The  plane  of  reference  for  the  soumliugs,  mean  low-water,  is  14.16  feet  below  the 
bench  at  Curtis  Point — a  composition  bolt  set  in  the  ledge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SoPHue  Haagenskn, 

A 88X8 tant  Etigin eer. 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Thom,  . 

Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Engiheere. 


A  i8. 

SURVEY  OF  IPSWICH  RIVER  AND  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  ife.,  December  6, 1875. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  on  the 
survey  of  Ipswich  River  and  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  with  estimates  of 
cost  for  its  improvement,  as  called  for  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3, 1875,  *^  making  appropriations  for  the  repair,  preservation,  and 
completion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other 
purposes.''  This  survey  was  made  in  June  and  July,  187/5,  under  my 
instructions,  by  my  assistant  engineer,  Mr.  Sophus  Haagensen  ;  and 
his  report,  with  accompanying  map  of  the  river,  from  its  mouth  up  to 
Averell's  wharf,  at  Ipswich,  on  a  scale  of  1  to  2000,  showing  the  ])rojected 
improvements  and  the  estimated  cost  of  same,  also  prepared  under  my 
supervision,  is  herewith  submitted. 
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This  river  is  navigable  at  high-water,  from  its  mouth,  where  it  empties 
into  Plnm  Island  Sound,  up  to  the  wharves  at  Ipswich,  a  distance  of 
three  miles.  The  entrance  to  this  river  is  now  about  one  mile  southeast 
of  Plum  Island,  in  Ipswich  Bay,  where  vessels  can  cross  the  *^  outer 
bar"  in  6  feet  of  water  at  mean  low- water.  From  this  bar  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  a  distance  of  two  miles,  the  channel  deepens  and  offers  no 
obstruction  to  navigation ;  while  between  the  mouth  of  the  river  and 
Plum  Island  (in  Plum  Island  Sound)  there  is  anchorage  in  from  three 
to  five  fathoms  of  water.  On  entering  the  mouth  of  the  river,  between 
Little  Neck  and  Castle  Neck,  the  inner  bar,  opposite  Lower  Gravelly 
Point,  is  crossed,  where  the  channel  has  a  width  of  60  feet  for  a  depth 
of  4  feet  at  mean  low-water.  The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides  is  8.4 
feet.  From  the  mouth  of  the  river  up  to  Barras  Turns,  a  distance  oj 
two  miles,  there  is  an  unobstructed  channel  of  not  less  than  60  feet  in 
width  and  4  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low-water,  (or  12J  feet  at  mean  high- 
water;)  but,  from  Barras'Turns  up  to  the  Ipswich  wharves,  the  channel 
is  very  narrow  and  tortuous,  having  in  some  places  not  more  than  2  feet 
of  wat^r  at  mean  low-water,  or  about  lOJ  feet  at  ordinary  high-water. 
The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  survey  of  Ipswich  Eiver  and 
Harbor  calls  for  "  estimates  of  cost  of  dredging  the  river,  sp  as  to  give 
9  feet  depth  at  mean  low-water."  This  work  would  require  the  dredg- 
ing of  the  whole  length  of  the  river,  from  its  mouth  up  to  the  wharves  in 
Ipswich,  together  with  the  excavation  of  a  large  quantity  of  ledge,  the 
cost  of  which,  for  a  channel  60  feet  in  width,  would  probably  be  not  less 
than  $300,000 ;  a  work  which,  if  its  accomplishment  should  be  deemed 
warranted  by  the  small  amount  of  commerce  that  would  be  benefited 
by  it,  would  prove  to  be  but  temporary  unless  maintained  in  its  full 
dimensions  by  constant  dredging.  But  this  is  not  deemed  practicable, 
as,  in  every  easterly  storm,  the  sand  outside  the  mouth  would  be  washed 
inside,  and  reproduce,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  the  inner  bar  near 
Gravelly  Point ;  while  the  channel  across  the  outer  bar  is  so  variable  in 
depth  and  locality,  that  any  attempt  toward  its  improvement  could  not 
be  otherwise  than  futile.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  had  pre- 
pared a  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  at  and  above  Bar- 
ras Turns,  by  which  the  same  depth  of  the  water  as  below  shall  be  car- 
ried up  to  the  wharves  at  Ipswich,  (that  is,  4  feet  at  mean  low-water,) 
for  a  width  of  not  less  than  60  feet,  so  that  vessels  of  12  feet  draught 
may  be  taken  up  there  at  ordinary  high-water,  the  greatest  depth  that 
it  would  be  practicable  to  maintain.  The  details  of  this  project  are  set 
forth  in  the  accompanying  report  of  my  assistant  engineer,  to  which 
attention  is  invited.  To  effect  this  improvement^'ould  require  work  to 
be  done  at  the  localities,  and  at  a  cost  estimated  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  Opening:  a  new  channel  across  the  flats  at  '*  Barras  Tarns/'  reqairing  17,800 
cubic  yards  dredging,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard $5,340 

2.  Riprap  stone  jetty  at  "  Button  Point,''  requiring  800  tons  bowlders,  &c.,  at 

$1  per  ton 800 

3.  Widening  and  deepening  the  channel  at  *'  Labor  in  Vain,"  requiring  3,500 
cubic  yards  dredging,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 1,050 

4.  Excavation  of  ledge  in  midchannel  opposite  Nabby's  Point,  140  cubic  yards, 

at  $30  per  cubic  yard 4,200 

5.  3,100  cubic  yards  dredging  on  shoal  between  Nabby's  Point  and  Rogers's 
Point,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 930 

6.  Removal  of  Heard's  Point  Ledge  to  a  depth  of  2  feet  below  the  plane  of 
mean  low-water,  requiring  831  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  §12  per  cubic 

yard 9,972 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 2,708 

Total 25,000 
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As  a  bearing  npon  the  facts  which  show  to  what  extent  the  commerce 
of  the  country  would  be  promoted  by  the  improvement  of  this  river  as 
above  projected,  I  will  stijte  that  I  am  informed  by  the  United  States 
collector  of  customs  of  this  district  that  "  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1875,  there  were  sixty  arrivals  of  coastwise  vessels  at  Ipswich, 
with  coal,  lumber,  lime,"  &c.,  and  that  the  number  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  increased  if  the  proposed  improvements  were  made  in  Ipswich  Eiver, 
and  much-needed  buoys  were  placed  at  the  bar  and  in  the  harbor. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  Thom, 
Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.j'U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 


report  of  mr.  soph  us  haagensek,  assistant  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portlandf  Jlf«.,  December  1, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  houor  to  report  npon  the  survey  of  Ipswich  Kiver,  Massachu- 
setts, made  iu  pursuance  of  your  instructions  of  June  12. 

A  general  reconnaissance  was  made  of  the  river  from  the  head  of  tide- water  in  the 
town  of  Ipswich  to  Plumb  Island  Sound  (Lobster  Rook  Point)  previous  to  the  more 
detailed  special  surveys. 

Upon  the  existing  topographical  sheet  of  the  environs  of  the  river  (United  States 
Coast  Survey  chart,  1857,  enlarged  to  a  scale  of  1  to  2000)  were  plotted  the  location  of 
marks  established  along  the  river-banks;  random  soundings,  2,100  in  number,  were 
taken  in  166  lines,  looat^  by  the  aid  of  these  marks  and  plotted  upon  the  chart ;  from 
this  an  idea  was  formed  as  to  which  parts  of  the  river  were  to  be  more  closely  exam- 
ined. 

Special  surveys  were  made  from  Barras  Island  .to  Averill's  wharf,  a  distance  of  one 
mile,  shore-lines  were  surveyed  and  the  river  sounded ;  the  locality  of  each  sounding 
has  been  accurately  determined,  either  by  instrumental  intersections  or  by  a  measur- 
ing-line ;  when  the  latter  was  used,  due  allowance  was  made  for  the  stretch  of  the  line. 
Numerous  borings  were  made  in  order  to  det-ermine  the  character  of  the  material  of  the 
bottom.  Where  ledge  was  found  soundings  were  taken  at  intervals  of  5  feet,  and  the 
thickness  of  the  covering-materials  determined,  so  as  to  delineate  correctly  the  ledge 
contours.  Pains  have  been  taken  to  mark  the  stations  occupied  in  such  a  manner  that 
they  can  afterward  be  identified ;  also  to  establish  permanent  benches  in  various  local- 
ities for  the  correct  re-establishment  of  the  plane  of  reference,  to  which  the  soundings 
are  reduced,  and  the  estimate  of  work  based  upon.  This  plane  is  the  mean  low-water 
averaged  from  57  consecutive  low-waters,  from  June  16  to  July  15,  inclusive ;  a  com- 
plete set  of  tide-observations  were  taken  in*  this  interval,  embracing  a  whole  lunation. 
The  tide-staff  was  placed  near  the  head  of  the  river,  on  Dodge's  wharf,  (staff  No.  1,)  and 
the  result  of  the  observations  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Mean  rise  and  fall  of  all  tides  is 8.4  feet  '^ 

Highest  high- water  observed 10. 4  feet  I  Above  the  plane  of  refer- 
Lowest  high-water  observed 7. 2  feet  [      ence  mean  low- water. 

Highest  low-water  observed 1.8  feet  J 

L3west  low- water  observed 1. 3  feet      Below  do. 

The  mean  rise  and  fall  determined  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey  in  1852  is  8.G 
feet,  differing  only  0.2  foot  from  the  present  value,  8.4  feet. 

Near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  Little  Neck  wharf,  another  tide-staff,  No.  2,  was 
observed  for  four  consecutive  high  and  low  waters,  simultaneous  with  staff  No.  1.  The 
rise  and  fall  was  found  the  same  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  as  at  Dodge's  wharf,  three 
miles  up  river;  consequently  8.4  added  to  the  sounding  on  the  map  will  give  the  cor- 
responding high-water  soundings  throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  river  repre- 
sented on  the  map  accompanying  this  report.  The  following  bench-marks  were 
established: 

At  Little  Keck. — A  brass  bolt  set  in  a  large  bowlder  near  the  northeast  comer  of  Little 
Neck  wharf;  the  top  of  the  bolt  is  in  ref.  9.71  feet  above  mean  low-water. 

Jt  Jordan^s  Hill, — A  brass  bolt  set  in  a  large  bowlder  12  feet  southeast  from  a  lone 
oak  tree  j  the  top  of  the  bolt  is  in  ref.  12.02  feet  above  mean  low-water. 
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Jt  Heard? 9  Point— k  brass  bolt  set  in  the  ledge,  100  feet  soathwest  of  the  ring-bolt 
on  the  highest  part  of  the  rock.  The  reference  of  the  bolt  is  9.68  feet  above  mean  low- 
water.  This  bolt  also  marks  the  south  base  in  the  special  survey  of  Heard's  Point, 
while  the  ring-bolt  marks  the  north  base. 

The  following  maps  have  been  prepared : 

1.  Map  showing  channel  at  "  Barras  Turns,"  scale Ito    1000 

2.  Map  showing  '  *  Labor  in  Vain "  and  "  The  Shoals,"  scale Ito    1000 

3.  Map  of  channel  round ''Heard's  Point,"  scale Ito     400 

4.  Map  of  led^e  in  the  channel  at  "  Labor  in  Vain,"  scale Ito     100 

fi.  Heard's  Point,  ledge  contours,  1  foot  equ  idistance,  scale Ito      100 

6.  Map  of"  Outer  Bar,"  at  the  enhance  to  Ipswich  River,  scale 1  to  10000 

,7.  Report  drawing,  map  of  Ipswich  River  from  Plum  Island  Sound  to  Aver- 

ill's  wharf,  showing  proposed  improvements,  scale 1  to   2000 

DESCRIPTION  OP  THB  RIVER-CHANNEL. 

The  entrance  to  Ipswich  River  is  at  present  one  mile  southeast  of  Plum  Island,  in 
Ipswich  Bay.  There  vessels  have  to  cross  the  "  Outer  Bar,"  over  which  there  is  6  feet 
of  water  at  mean  low-water,  passing  which  the  channel  deepens,  and  is  unobstructed 
till  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  reached.  Between  this  and  the  south  point  of  Plum 
Island  there  is  anchorage  in  3  to  5  fathoms  of  water.  Leaving  the  ancnorage-ground 
and  entering  the  river-mouth  between  "Little  Neck "  and " Castle  Neck," the  "Inner 
Bar  "  must  be  crossed  off  "  Lower  Gravelly  Point."  Through  this  bar  there  is  a  chan- 
nel 60  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water.  From  the  inner  bar  there  is  an 
unobstructed  4-foot  channel,  or  not  less  than  60  feet  width,  running  in  a  meandering 
course  through  marshes  as  far  as  the  beginning  of  "Barras  Turns,"  which  is  two  miles 
distant  by  tne  river-channel  from  the  inner  bar  in  a  direction  west-south  west. '  At 
this  point  the  navigable  4-foot  channel  practically  ends :  and  the  river-channel  must 
be  improved  throughout  its  entire  length, from  "Barras  Turns"  to  the  wharves  in  Ips- 
wich, in  order  to  make  it  correspond  with  the  two-mile-long  channel  below  "  Barras 
Turns,"  i.  e.  to  procure  a  practicable  towing-channel  60  feet  wide  and  not  less  than  4 
feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  allowing  vessels  of  12  feet  draught  to  be  taken  to  the 
wharves  in  Ipswich  on  the  top  of  an  ordinary  high-tide.  The  special  surveys  have 
been  made  with  a  view  of  estimating  the  amount  of  work  and  probable  cost  of  mak- 
ing such  a  channel.  An  estimate  has  also  been  prepared  for  a  cnannel  9  feet  deep  at 
mean  low-water,  which  was  called  for  by  the  act  of  Congress  providing  for  this  sur- 
vey. This  work  would  involve  the  dredging  of  the  entire  length  of  the  river  from 
Plum  Island  Sound  to  the  wharves  in  Ipswitch,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  and  the  ex- 
cavation of  ledges  in  the  upper  part  of  the  channel,  requiring  the  removal  by  dredging 

of  200,000  cubic  yards  of  sand-gravel,  at  30  cents  per  cu  bic  yard $60, 000 

By  submarine  blasting  of  6,700  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  $30  per  cubic  yard. ..     201, 000 
Add  for  contingencies 39,000 

Total 300,000 

This  would  be  the  probable  cost  of  a  towing-ohannel  of  60  feet  width  and  9  feet  depth 
at  mean  low-water.  This  channel  could  not  be  kept  open  except  by  constant  dredg- 
ing, as  in  every  easterly  storm  the  sand  from  the  outside  would  wash  in  and  reproduce 
the  inner  bar  off  Gravelly  Point.  The  changeable  nature  of  the  channel  through  the 
sands  outside  "  Castle  Neck"  is  also  a  strong  argument  against  a  deep  artificial  chan- 
nel in  the  river.  From  an  examination  of  this  channel,  made  July  12,  the  following 
facta  seemed  to  be  proved : 

1.  That  this  channel  is  now  about  one-half  a  mile  nearer  the  south  point  of  Plum 
Island  than  it  was  in  1852. 

2.  That  the  bar,  which  in  1852  crossed  the  channel  of  the  red  buoy  No.  4,  (see  United 
States  Coast  Survey  chart  of  Ipswich  and  Annisquam  Harbors,  published  1857,)  has 
been  advancing,  and  is  now  crossing  the  channel  between  red  buoy  No.  2  and  black 
buoy  No.  1. 

That  the  barbae,  not  even  maintained  its  relative  height;  while  7|^  feet  could  be 
carried  over  it  in  1852,  now  only  6  feet  can  be  carried,  showing  a  shoaling  of  \^  feet. 
It  is,  therefore,  believed  that  a  9-foot  channel  in  the  river  could  not  be  maintained  ex- 
cept by  constant  expensive  dredging,  entirely  disproportionate  to  the  value  of  such 
channel  for  commerce. 

In  the  following,  reference  will  only  be  made  to  the  continuation  of  the  natural 
4-foot  channel. 

a.  At  Barraa  TurM, — Here  the  channel  makes  two  abrupt  furns  at  right  angles,  leav- 
ing two  projecting  points  of  sand-flats,  one  on  each  side  of  the  channel ;  although  the 
points  are  marked  by  buoys,  vessels  generally  ground  on  one  of  them,  owing  partly  to 
the  abrupt  turns  and  partly  to  the  crosswise  current  at  high-water,  wh^n  the  flats  are 
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covered.  It  is  not  believed  that  dred^ng  of  the  points  would  remedy  this  difficulty ; 
neither  would  the  improvement  be  permanent,  as  the  flats  would  probably  resume 
their  present  shape  after  dredging.  It  is  proposed  to  make  a  straight  cut  from  the 
channel  outside  *' Button  Point"  to  the  straight  portion  of  the  river-channel  below 
"  The  Turns/'  and  secure  the  permanency  of  this  new  channel  by  a  jetty  from  Button 
Point  across  the  old  channel,  in  which  a  part  of  the  excavated  material  could  be 
dumped.    This  work  would  require  the  removal  of  17,800  cubic  yards,  mostly  aaod,  st 

an  estimate<l  cost  of  30  cents  per  cubic  yard $5,34U 

And  the  building  of  a  riprap  jetty,  800  tons  of  bowlders,  which  may  be  taken 
from  the  adjacent  shores  at  a  cost  of  $1  per  ton S)0 

Total t $6,140 

h,  Jt  Labor  in  Vain, — ^The  narrow  channel  between  Button  Point  and  Nabby's  Point 
is  called  "Labor  in  Vain,"  probably  from  the  difficulty  in  navigation.  This^chaond 
luus  at  the  foot  of  a  40-foot  high  wooded  blufi^,  causing  baffling  winds.  For  half  of  ite 
length  it  is  obstructed  by  a  shoal,  reducing  the  depth  of  the  present  channel  2  feet  at 
mean  low-water.  To  widen  this  part  of  the  river-channel  to  GO  feet,  and  procure  s 
depth  of  4  feet,  would  require  an  amount  of  dredging  estimated  at  3,500  cubic  yards, 
at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard,  $1,050.  Opposite  Nabby's  Point  there  is  a  ledge  in  mid- 
channel  with  only  2.4  feet  of  water  over  its  highest  part;  the  channel  is  liere  7  feet 
deep  above  and  below  the  ledge,  and  several  vessels  have  been  "  hogged  "  by  crroundin^ 
on  this  ledge  during  the  ebb-tide.  Its  removal  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low-water 
is  recorameuded,  which  would  require  the  excavation  of  140  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at 
i?3Q  per  cubic  yard,  ?4,200. 

c.  The  Shoah. — About  midway  between  Nabby's  Point  and  Rogers's  Point  there  is  s 
Hhoal  consisting  of  sand,  gravel,  and  bowldere,  which  only  leaves  a  narrow  and 
crooked  2-foot  channel.  The  red-shaded  area  shows  a  location  of  a  60-foot  wide  chan- 
nel, which  it  is  believed  can  be  excavated  to  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low-water, 
without  necessitating  any  ledge  excavation.  It  would  require  the  removal  by  dredg- 
ing of  3,100  cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  and  bowlders,  at  au  estimated  cost  of  30  cents 
per  cubic  yard,  8930.  The  best  iHace  to  deposit  the  excavated  material  is  "  French's 
Cove,"  opposite  Nabby's  Point ;  the  flats  have  an  elevation  of  1.5  feet  above  mean  low- 
water,  or  have  about  7  feet  of  water  at  an  ordinary  high  water.  It  is  estimated  that 
10,000  cubic  yards  of  material  can  be  easily  deposited  on  the  flats  opposite  "  Labor  in 
Vain,"  as  near  Nabby's  Point  as  practicable. 

d.  HtarWa  Point — This  is  a  ledge  projecting  into  the  river  opposite  Dodge's  wharf, 
causing  an  acute  bend  in  the  river-channel.  It  rises  almost  perpendicularly  out  of  the 
river  from  the  low-water  line  to  a  height  of  13  feet  above  mean  low-water,  or  about  5 
feet  above  high-water  mark.  The  danger  in  hauling  round  this  point  is  the  close  prox- 
imity (120  feet  at  high-water,  100  feet  at  low-water)  ofa  similar  rocky  point  projecting 
from  the  opposite  shore,  Rogers's  Point,  and  not  un frequently  have  vessels  been  caught 
by  the  tide  and  hung  up,  with  bow  and  stern  on  the  two  ledges,  across  a  strong  cur- 
rent. To  remove  the  outer  end  of  Hoard's  Point  would  greatly  relieve  the  danger  of 
navigating  this  difficult  part  of  the  river.  As,  however,  the  channel  above  Heard's 
Point  rapidly  decreases  in  depth,  and  none  of  the  wharves  above  have  more  than  2 
feet  of  water  at  mean  low-water,  the  greater  part  less,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
carry  the  excavations  below  the  2-foot  grade,  i.  e.,  allowing  vessels  of  10-foot  draught 
to  pass  this  point  at  high-water.  Still  this  excavation  on  the  proposed  line  40  feet 
back  of  the  high-water  line  would  require  the  removal  of  831  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at 
a  cost  of  012  per  cubic  yard,  $9,972. 

RECAPITULATION. 

To  pre  cure  a  channel  .00  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  or  12.4  feet  at  mean 
hi^h-water,  as  far  as  Heard's  Point,  requires — 

Dredging, 

A  channel  at  Barras  Turns  : 
17,y00  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard $5,340 

Widening  and  deepening  Labor  in  Vain : 
3,500  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 1,050 

A  channel  through  The  Shoals  : 

3, 100  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 930 

^  ^7,320 

Building  of  a  jetty  at  Button  Point  : 
800  tons  of  riprap,  at  $1  per  ton Qw 

Removal  of  ledge  in  channel  at  Labor  in  Vain  : 
140  cubic  yards,  at  §30  per  cubic  yard 4,200 
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Removal  of  Heard's  Point  to  a  depth  of  2  feet  at  mean  low- water,  or 
10.4  feet  at  mean  hi^h- water : 

831  cnbio  yards  ofledge,  at  $12  per  cubic  yard §9,972 

Contingences,  say 2,70d 

Total 25,000 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Soph  us  Haagensen, 

Assistant  Engineer, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Thom, 

Lieutenant' Colonel  of  Engineers, 


APPENDIX   B. 


ANNUAL   REPORT   OF   MAJOR   G.  K.  WARREN,   CORPS   OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1876. 

Enginkee  Office,  United  States  Army, 

Ketcpart,  R.  i.,  July  19, 1876. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  reports  of  improve- 
ments and  surveys  of  rivers  and  harbors  under  my  charge  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  K.  Warren, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Bvt,  Maj,  Qen,^  U.  S.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U,  S,  A. 


B  I. 

HYANNIS  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  amount  in  my  hands  for  this  work  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  was  so  small  that  nothing  could  be  done. 

The  condition  and  history  of  this  work,  and  necessity  for  further  ap- 
propriation, are  fully  set  forth  in  my  last  annual  report.  (See  report  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  Part  II,  pp.  266-268.) 

HyaoDis  is  in  the  Barnstable  collection-district.  Barnstable  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry.    The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 1B76,  was 

8 • 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $42  94 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 42  94 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended   in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 10,000  00 


B  2. 

WAREHAM   HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

A  survey  of  this  work  was  made  under  direction  of  General  George 
Tbom,  lieutenant-colonel  of  engineers,  in  October,  1871,  and  a  report  and 
estimate  were  submitted  by  him,  dated  December  7, 1871.    The  amount 
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of  this  estimate  wa«  $45,000,  incladiog  $3,000  for  the  removal  of  a  ledge 
and  bowlder  in  Weweantic  River. 
Congress  appropriated  for  this  work — 

By  act  approved  June  10, 1872 $10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3. 1873 10,000 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 10,000 

Total 40,000 

The  history  of  the  improvement  carried  on  nnder  the  first  two  appro- 
priations is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1874,  Part  II,  pp.  216-220 ;  and  of  it  under  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 
1874,  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  Part  II, 
pp.  277-278.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  6th  of  June,  1876,  under  the 
last  appropriation,  and  up  to  this  time  good  progress  has  been  made,  so 
that  it  will  probably  be  completed  in  July.  This  appropriation  will 
complete  the  improvement  of  the  harbor,  giving  the  depth  and  width  to 
the  channel  estimated  for  in  report  upon  survey  dated  December  7, 1871. 
There  will  then  be  a  channel  up  to  the  wharves  9  feet  deep  at  mean 
low- water,  having  a  width  of  100  feet  in  its  narrowest  part,  and  for  the 
greatest  part  of  the  distance  a  width  of  200  feet  or  more.  The  mean 
rise  of  the  tide  is  about  4  feet. 

Wareham  is  a  port  of  delivery.  It  is  in  the  New  Bedford  collection-district,  and  New 
Bedford  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amoant  of  revenue  collected  there  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  was  $9,710.04. 

Money  8t<itenient 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 89,998  95 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  endinfi^  June  30, 1876 ^ 2,974  17 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  5^284.83  due  on  contracts 7, 024  78 


B3. 

NEW  BEDFORD  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  upon  this  improvement,  a  con- 
tract had  been  made  with  the  Atlantic  Dredging  Company  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  to  dredge  from  near  the  Fair  Haven  wharves  to  the  wharves  in 
New  Bedford. 

Work  was  commenced  under  this  contract  in  July,  and  was  completed 
in  October,  1875.  A  channel  105  feet  wide  and  15  feet  deep  at  mean 
low- water  (the  mean  rise  of  the  tide  being  about  3  feet)  was  made  be- 
tween the  wharves  in  New  Bedford  and  Fair  Haven.  (For  location  of 
work  see  maps  accompanying  the  monthly  reports.)  The  amount  of 
material  removed  was  48,224  cubic  yards.  The  appropriation  being 
nearly  exhausted,  work  was  suspended. 

The  original  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  was  made 
by  me  in  November,  1874,  and  was  for  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  15 
feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  from  the  deep  water  on  the  Fair  Haven 
side  to  the  wharves  in  New  Bedford.  The  estimated  cost  of  dredging  , 
and  superintendence  was  624,000.  The  price  at  which  the  work  was 
done  last  year  was  lower  than  estimated,  and  probably  lower  than  the 
remainder  will  be  done  for.  It  is  not  thought  best  to  reduce  the  origi- 
nal estimate.    It  will  therefore  require  the  appropriation  of  $14,000  to 
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complete  this  work,  which  amount  could  be  expended  to  advantage  in 
one  year. 

New  Bedford  is  in  the  New  Bedford  collection-district,  and  is  a  port  of  entry.    The 
amount  of  revenue  collected  there  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $9,710.04 . 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 t!9,699  49 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 9, 625  6'^ 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 73  87 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30,  1878.     4, 000  00 


B  4. 

TAUNTON  RIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS, 

Prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  a  contract  had  been  duly 
made  with  William  Flannery,  of  New  York  City,  for  dredging,  at  95 
cents  per  cubic  yard.  Messrs.  Staples  &  Phillips  were  engaged  in  July 
in  removing  rocks  from  the  channel-way,  at  $9  per  cubic  yard.  They 
continued  work  until  November,  removing  204.95  cubic  yards  between 
Weir  and  the  lower  part  of  the  "Needles."  From  this  point  down 
through  the  "Nook"  to  Wikamount  are  occasional  bowlders  not  re- 
moved. Below  Wikamount  the  channel  is  clear  of  rocks,  except  at 
Peter's  Point,  where  a  ledge  projects  into  it.  This  ledge  was  blasted 
during  last  season,  but  the  pieces  are  not  yet  removed.  Messrs.  Staples 
&  Phillips  will  remove  the  loose  rocks  on  this  ledge  during  the  present 
month,  having  put  off  this  work  until  warm  weather  so  that  men  could 
go  into  the  water  to  chain  the  rocks.  The  remainder  of  the  appropria- 
tion, if  any,  will  be  spent  in  removing  the  rocks  from  the  channel-way 
in  the  "  Nook." 

Mr.  Flannery  removed  3,940.6  cubic  yards  in  making  10  feet  at  mean 
high-water  through  Cobb's  Shoal  and  at  Wikamount,  and  in  making  9 
feetat  thesame  time  of  tide  through  John  B.'s  Shoal.  With  the  removal  of 
this  last  shoal  we  completed  the  improvement  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
river  on  the  plan  originally  made,  to  make  9  feet  at  mean  high-water. 

Since  the  completion  of  this  channel  new  shoals  have  been  reported, 
but  it  is  believed  that  they  have  the  full  depth  on  them,  and  are  only 
found  in  attempting  to  pass  up  the  river  with  vessels  in  advance  of  high- 
water. 

There  remains  to  be  dredged  a  channel  through  a  clear  sand-bar  above 
Berkely  Bridge,  and  the  removal  of  isolated  rocks  from  the  "  Needles  " 
to  Wikamount.  It  is  proposed  to  do  this  with  the  $5,000  asked  in  the 
last  annual  report,  if  appropriated. 

As  the  work  ha«  progressed  it  has  been  found  necessary,  to  remove  a 
large  number  of  bowlders  lying  in  and  near  the  channel-way,  which 
work  was  not  included  in  the  original  estimates. 

Owing  to  the  hardness  of  the  material,  the  prices  at  which  the  work 
has  been  done  have  been  high.  The  first  dredging  was  bid  for  at  $1.50 
per  cubic  yard.  The  contract  made  at  this  price  was  not  carried  out, 
because  the  material  was  not  considered  dredgable ;  this  dredging  was 
afterwards  let  and  done  at  $5  per  cubic  yard.  The  next  contract  was 
at  $3.45  per  cubic  yard. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


206  REPORT   OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

These  figures  show  that  any  estimate  of  prices  must  have  beeu  very 
unreliable. 
There  has  been  appropriated  for  this  work — 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  11, 1870 810,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1871 10,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  Jane  10, 1872 10,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873 10,000 

Bjiact  of  Congress  approved  June  23,  1874 10,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875 10, 000 

Total 60,000 

Taunton  River  is  in  the  Fall  River  collection-district,  and  that  place  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1876,  was  $6,372.35. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 |;9,856  84 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 8,650  04 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 1,205  90 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  5, 000  00 


B5. 

FALL  RIVER  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal  year  a  contract  had  been  made 
with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  but  no  work  had 
been  done  under  it.  Work  was  commenced  in  November,  1875,  and  the 
contract  completed  in  May,  1876.  The  amount  of  sand,  gravel,  mud,  and 
bowlders  of  less  than  2  cubic  yards  removed  was  21,222.19  cubic  yards. 
They  also  removed  136.53  cubic  yards  of  bowlders  larger  than  2  cubic 
yards.  We  now  have  a  channel  12  feet  deep. and  100  feet  wide  at  meaa 
low-water.  The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  about  4.7  feet.  The  original 
estimate  was  for  a  channel  100  feet  wide  along  the  wharves  and  increas- 
ing to  300  feet  wide  at  either  end.  This  increased  width  is  in  a  curved 
portion  of  the  channel  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water. 

The  contract  of  last  year  proved  very  advantageous  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  fact  that  the  price  for  dredging  all  material,  including 
bowlders  of  less  than  2  cubic  yards,  was  but  48  cents  per  cubic  yard  ; 
for  those  larger  than  2  cubic  yards  the  price  was  $10  per  yard ;  but  their 
numbers  were  few. 

This  favorable  price  enabled  us  to  do  much  more  than  was  estimated 
could  be  done  for  $20,000,  the  amount  thus  far  appropriated. 

To  complete  the  improvement  as  designed  requires  the  widening  of 
the  channel  at  each  end.    The  material  being  much  softer  than  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  channel,  it  is  probable  that  it  can  be  done  at  a  less' 
price  than  that  of  last  year,  so  that  $15,000  will  complete  the  improve- 
ment as  first  designed.    This  amount  can  be  all  expended  in  one  year. 

FaU  River  is  in  the  FaU  River  coUection-diBtrict,  and  is  a  port  of  entry.  The  amoant 
of  revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  was  f  6,37*Z25. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 114,386  77 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 13, 789  22 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 597  55 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    5, 000  00 
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B  6. 
PAWTUCKET  (SEEKONK)  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

At  the  beginniDg  of  the  fiscal  year  dredging  was  being  done  on  this 
river,  under  contract,  by  Mr.  E.  E.  Seward,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  This 
work  was  completed  last  season.  The  amount  of  material  remoTed  was 
31,347  cubic  yards.  This  made  the  channel  in  the  river  to  have  a  least 
width  of  75  feet,  (near  the  wharves  it  was  made  130  feet,)  and  a  depth 
of  7  feet  at  mean  low- water.  The  mean  rise  of  the  tide  is  about  4f  feet. 
In  three  places — at  Dunnell's,  at  Bass  Eock,  and  at  Swan  Point — where 
the  shoals  bad  shown  a  tendency  to  form  again,  the  depth  was  made  9 
feet. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  channel  was  made  through  the  east  draw-opening 
of  the  new  Eed  bridge,  removing  therefrom  752  cubic  yards  of  stone, 
varying  in  size  from  a  small  cobble-stone  to  stones  of  one-half  ton 
weight.  There  is  now  in  this  opening  12  feet  in  the  center  and  9  feet 
depth  at  either  side  at  mean  low- water ;  several  piles  were  also  removed 
from  the  opening.  The  stone  and  piles  removed  were  the  remains  of 
an  old  pile-bridge,  the  stone  having  been  thrown  in  to  protect  the 

piling. 

The  history  of  this  improvement  up  to  that  date  is  given  in  the  Annual 
Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1874,  Part  II,  pp.  229, 230. 

The  improvement  of  this  river  was  commenced  in  1867,  under  an  appropria- 
tion made  in  that  year  of $17,000 

By  act  approved  July  11,  1870,  there  was  appropriated 8, 000 

By  act  approved  March  3, 187 1,  there  was  appropriated 7, 000 

By  act  approved  June  10, 1872,  there  was  appropriated 10, 000 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873,  there  was  appropriated 10, 000 

Making  a  total  of 52,000 

No  further  improvement  is  now  demanded,  but,  as  the  shoals  in  the 
river  are  liable  to  form  again,  further  appropriations  for  dredging  will, 
in  time,  be  needed,  but  probably  not  for  several  years  to  come. 

A  map  of  this  river,  from  a  survey  made  in  1873,  showing  the  condi- 
tion of  the  river  at  that  time  from  Pawtucket  to  Providence,  with  the 
dredging  since  done  indicated  by  shading,  is  forwarded  with  this  report 

Pawtncket  River  is  in  the  Providence  collection-district.  Providence  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1876,  was  $182,352.57. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 (7,544  83 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  187G 5, 950  22 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 1,594  61 


B  7. 
BULKHEAD  ROCK,  PROVIDENCE  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

In  my  last  annaal  report  I  called  attention  to  the  necessity  of  an 
appropriation  of  $5,000  being  made  for  this  removal  of  the  rock,  so  as 
to  give  18  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

In  1870  an  appropriation  of  $2,500  was  made,  and  with  this  the  rock 
was  removed  down  to  14  feet  at  mean  low-water,  but  this  is  not  suffi- 
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cient  depth  for  the  vessels  passing  in  and  out  of  Providence  River,  and 
it  should  be  increased  to  18  feet  at  mean  low- water.  The  mean  rise  of 
the  tide  is  about  4j  feet. 

Providence  River  is  in  the  Providence  collection-district,  and  Providence  is  the 
nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amonnt  of  revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $18-^,352.57. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 874  98 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 74  98 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878..  5, 000  00 


B  8. 

WICKFORD  HARBOR,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  there  remained  in  my  hands 
$1,452.24,  applicable  to  this  work.  This  amount  has  been  expended 
mainly  in  widening  the  channel  in  the  upper  part  of  the  harbor  (see 
sketch  accompanying  monthly  report)  by  dredging. 

There  is  now  a  depth  of  about  9  feet  at  mean  low- water,  with  a  mean 
rise  of  tide  of  about  3.7  feet. 

The  further  improvements  needed  for  this  harbor  are,  a  beacon  on 
James's  Ledge  and  the  removal  of  the  light-house  to  Old  Gay  Eock. 
The  importance  of  these  improvements  led  me  to  call  attention  to  them 
in  my  last  annual  report,  and  to  annex  to  it  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of 
Wickford,  and  to  ask  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Light-House  Board. 

That  the  necessity  for  these  improvements  was  not  overestimated 
was  shown  by  the  sinking,  last  winter,  of  the  steamer  Eolus,  a  vessel 
plying  regularly  between  Newport  and  Wickford,  and  forming  part  of 
the  route  to  New  York,  on  James's  Ledge. 

Wickford  is  in  the  Newport  collection-district.  Newport  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry. 
The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876,  was 
1258.20. 

Mofiey  statement. 

Amount  available  June  1, 1875 $1,452  24 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 1, 452  24 


B  g. 

NEWPORT  HARBOR,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  principal  work  here  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876, 
consisted  in  dredging  under  an  agreement  made  with  William  Flannery, 
of  New  York.  He  has  removed  58,928  cubic  yards  of  material  from  the 
channel-ways.    A  few  bowlders  were  also  taken  out. 

Work  was  begun  in  1873,  with  an  appropriation  of  $8,500,  made  and 
approved  March  3, 1873 ;  it  was  continued  with  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000,  approved  June  23, 1874,  and  with  another  appropriation  of 
$10,000,  approved  March  3, 1875 ;  a  total  of  $28,500. 

With  this  sum  113,760  cubic  yards  have  been  dredged,  several  large 
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bowlders  taken  up  by  a  vessel  with  submanue  outfit,  hired  by  the  day, 
aud  a  jetty  about  150  feet  long  built  on  the  south  end  of  Goat  Island. 

The  original  project  contemplated  the  removal  of  103,500  cubic  yards 
from  the  channel-ways,  and  the  jetty  as  now  built.  This  project  con- 
templated removing  26,000  cubic  yards  between  Goat  Island  and  Lime 
Eock,  but  only  about  11,530  cubic  yards  were  taken  from  that  part 
because  of  the  hardness  of  the  material  at  the  shoalest  part  of  the  main 
channel-way.  Here  a  cut  of  about  45  feet  width  was  made,  increasing 
the  depth  from  12|  feet  to  15  feet  at  mean  low- water.  The  mean  rise  of 
the  tide  is  about  3f  feet.  The  sand  shoal  projecting  under  water  at 
low-tide  from  the  south  end  of  Goat  Island  was  cut  off,  and  the  building 
of  the  jetty  was  done  to  retard  its  formation  afterward.  We  have  made  a 
channel  along  the  harbor-line  north  and  south,  from  85  to  125  feet  wide, 
and  from  10  to  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water ;  cut  a  channel  from  the 
deep  water  inward  to  the  harbor-line,  about  250  feet  wide  and  13  feet 
deep  at  mean  low- water;  and  another  channel  nearly  east  and  west 
from  the  north  end  of  the  harbor-line  out  to  deep  water,  about  50 
feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water.  A  full  history  of  the 
work  up  to  1875  is  given  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  that  year,  Part  II,  pp.  289-291.    A  map  is  sent  herewith. 

The  original  project  is  now  essentially  completed.  A  great  deal  more 
dredging  might  be  done  in  increasing  the  area  of  deep  water,  and  it 
would  be  of  benefit  to  the  United  States  to  build  a  number  of  short  jet- 
ties on  the  west  face  of  Goat  Island  to  protect  it  from  washing  by  the 
waves.  This  is  chiefly  of  importance  to  the  naval  torpedo-station 
located  on  it,  and  may  be  provided  for  in  the  appropriations  for  that 
station. 

Newport  is  in  the  Newport  collection-district,  aud  is  a  port  of  entry.  The  amount  of 
revenue  collected  here  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $'<^8.20. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 811,396  42 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 10, 442  36 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 954  06 


B  ID. 

BREAKWATER  AT  BLOCK  ISLAND,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

In  my  annaal  report  for  1874,  I  stated  that  the  appropriation  of 
'^20,000^  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  Jane  23, 1874,  would  extend 
the  mam  breakwater  as  far  as  it  was  desirable,  and  that  the  next  im- 
provement required  was  the  building  of  a  detached  piece,  leaving  an 
opening  between  it  aud  the  main  work,  to  protect  the  harbor  from 
northeast  storms. 

The  length  of  this  pier  was  proposed  to  be  300  feet,  and  it  was  to  be 
located  about  200  feet  north  of  the  outer  end  of  the  main  breakwater, 
aud  to  run  westerly  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  main  work.  I  also 
stated  that — 

It  is  very  desirable  to  have  the  amount  sufficient  for  this  appropriated  all  at  once, 
for  in  an  incomplete  state  it  would  prove  a  dangerous  obstruction. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  to  build  this  detached  piece  was 
860,000f  Congress  by  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  appropriated  $20,000. 
This  amount  being  too  small  to  complete  the  work,  it  was  deemed  best 
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to  reserve  it  until  Congress  shoald  appropriate  an  amount  sufficient  to 
build  it  before  commencing  it.  This  was  reported  in  my  annual  report 
for  1875. 

The  only  work  done  during  the  last  fiscal  year  has  been  the  putting  in  of 
fender-piles  around  the  face  of  the  wharf  in  the  inner  harbor,  (these  piles 
were  placed  against  and  bolted  to  the  piles  supporting  the  wharf,)  and 
such  minor  repairs  as  were  necessary,  and  attending  to  the  lighting  of 
the  harbor. 

The  history  of  this  work  is  given  in  full  in  my  last  annual  report. 
(See  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  Part  II,  p.  249.) 

The  Board  of  Engineers  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  break- 
water at  this  place,  reported,  February  18, 1868,  two  plans  for  break- 
waters for  local  purposes:  the  first  to  cost  $372,000;  the  second, 
§553,798. 

In  tlie  construction  of  the  work  the  plan  reported  by  this  Board  has 
been  so  modified  as  to  dispense  with  the  cut  stone,  thereby  decreasing 
the  cost  so  that  a  breakwater  has  been  built  to  include  as  much  area  as 
that  of  the  second  plan  of  the  Board  at  an  expenditure  thus  far  of 
$225,000.  It  should  be  noted  that  of  this  sum  about  from  $50,000  to 
$60,000  has  been  expended  in  dredging  and  making  other  facilities  for 
the  work,  and  in  removing  bowlders  from  the  encloi^  area. 

The  appropriations  have  been  as  follows : 

By  act  of  Congress  approvedJnly  1, 1870 $30,000 

By  act  of  Coogress  approved  March  3,1871 75,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10,1872 50,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873 50,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874 20,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875 20,000 

Total 245,000 

Estimated  as  necessary  to  complete 40,000 

Total  (estimated)  cost  when  completed 285,000 

Block  Island  is  in  the  Newport  collection-district.  Newport  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876,  was  $258.20. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $26,449  53 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4, 001  83 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 22,447  70 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 40, 000  00 


B  II. 
PAWCATUCK  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  CONNECTICUT. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  dredging  was  being  done  at  2S 
cents  per  cubic  yard,  nnder  contract  with  T.  J.  Hill,  under  the  appro- 
priation of  $10,000  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  Masch  3, 1875. 
This  contract  was  completed  in  Septemh^,  1875.  The  whole  amount  of 
material  removed  under  it  was  22,618  cubic  yards.  In  addition  to  the 
dredging,  several  large  bowlders  were  removed  from  the  channel  by  days' 
labor,  in  the  following  manner :  A  hole  was  drilled  in  the  bowlder  to  be 
removed,  and  a  lewis-bolt  driven  into  it.  Two  scows  were  fastened  to- 
gether by  placing  timbers  across  them,  leaving  space  between  tl^m  to 
pass  chains  over  the  timbers  to  the  lewis-bolt.    The  scows  were  moored 
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over  the  stones  at  low-water  and  the  chains  made  fast  to  the  bolt. 
When  the  tide  rose  the  stone  would  be  lifted  and  then  floated  oat  of  the 
channel.  Whenever  the  stone  was  embedded  to  a  greater  depth  than 
the  rise  of  tide,  as  sometimes  was  the  case,  the  scows  were  sunk  and 
then  made  fast^  after  which  they  were  pumped  out.  This,  with  tbe  rise 
of  the  tide,  usually  lifted  them  clear  of  the  bottom. 

The  channel  was  now  finished  up  to  Swan's  Dock,  in  Westerly,  Rhode 
Island,  75  feet  wide  and  5J-  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  the  mean  rise 
of  tide  being  2.3  feet.  This  was  as  far  as  it  had  been  contemplated  to 
carry  the  improvement;  the  portion  above,  being  occupied  for  the  most 
part  by  wharves,  was  regarded  by  me  as  the  harbor  of  the  town,  and,  if 
improved,  the  expense  should  be  borne,  in  part,  at  least,  by  the  abuttors. 

The  fact  that  vessels  drawing  7^  feet  could  reach  the  lower  end  of 
town  at  high- water,  (the  head  of  channel  dredged,)  while  at  the  same 
time  but  6  feet  could  be  carried  above,  made  the  wharf-owners  above 
solicitous  that  this  portion  should  be  dredged.  Finally,  a  proposition 
was  made  by  them  to  pay  one-half  the  expense  of  dredging  a  channel 
45  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  up  to  Maxon's  wharf,  a 
distance  of  about  2,400  feet  from  the  upper  end  of  the  channel  dredged. 
As  there  remained  unexpended  of  the  last  appropriation  about  $2,700, 1 
recommended  that  this  amount  be  expended  in  doing  half  of  the  dredg- 
ing of  such  channel,  as  far  as  it  would  go.  This  plan  was  approved  by 
the  Department  in  letter  of  October  9, 1875.  Work  was  commenced  in 
November,  1875,  and  completed  in  May,  1876 ;  the  price  paid  was  27  cents 
per  cubic  yard  for  all  material  that  the  dredge  could  remove.  The  amount , 
removed  by  the  dredge  was  14,137  cubic  yards.  Many  bowlders  were 
encountered,  some  of  them  so  large  as  to  require  blasting  before  they 
could  be  taken  out.  Half  of  the  expense  of  this  work  was  borne  by  the 
Government  and  half  by  the  property-owners.  The  channel  is  now 
completed  to  the  full  width  of  45  feet  in  most  of  its  length,  and  35  feet 
in  its  narrowest  part,  with  6  feet  depth  at  mean  low- water  throughout. 
The  improvement  of  this  river  is  now  completed,  giving  one-half  of  a 
foot  greater  depth,  aad  about  one-half  mile  farther  up  than  was  first  es- 
timated for.  The  condition  of  the  river  is  fully  shown  on  the  accom- 
panying map. 

The  anticipated  benefits  to  the  commerce  of  the  place  by  this  improve- 
ment are  fully  realized  in  the  reduction  of  freights  to  the  extent  of  from 
25  to  75  cents  per  ton  from  !New  York.  The  value  of  the  improvement 
will  be  much  further  increased  by  dredging  a  channel  through  a  shoal 
in  Little  Karraganset  Bay,  into  which  the  river  empties,  a  plan  for  doing 
which  has  already  been  authorized  by  Congress,  so  that  vessels  arriving 
there  can  pass  over  the  shoal  at  the  beginning  of  flood-tide,  and  reach 
Westerly  at  high-water.  It  now  frequently  happens  that  vessels  bound 
for  Westerly  get  aground  in  the  bay  and  remain  there  for  a  week  at  a 
time. 

ThePawcatnck  River  is  the  dividing^ine  between  the  Stonington  and  Providence 
collection-districts.  Stonington  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue 
collected  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  W,  1876,  was  $1,284  at  Stonington,  and 
$162,352.57  at  Providence. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $9,793  34 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1876 9,616  97 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876. , .        176  37 

I 
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B    12. 

CONNECTICUT  RIVER  BELOW  HARTFORD,  CONNECTICUT,  INCLUDING  SAY- 
BROOK  BAR. 

The  appropriation  of  $20,000,  made  by  act  of  CoDgress  approved 
March  3, 1875,  has  been  expended  in  dredging  between  Hartford  and 
the  month  of  the  river,  and  in  extending  the  east  jetty  at  Say  brook  Bar 
in  the  manner  set  forth  in  my  last  annual  report.  At  that  date,  July  1, 
1876,  an  agreement  had  been  made  with  Mr.  Ooodspeed  to  do  the  dredg- 
ing, he  to  furnish  dredge,  scows,  and  tug,  at  $75  per  day. 

The  shoals  in  this  river  are  formed  in  time  of  high-water  in  the  river, 
and  although  always  in  the  usual  neighborhood,  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
exactly  where  and  to  what  extent  dredging  will  be  required  until  the 
river  falls.  If  we  were  compelled  to  advertise  at  that  time  for  propo- 
sals in  the  usual  manner,  the  large  boats  running  between  Hartford  and 
New  York  would  be  put  to  great  inconvenience,  and  perhaps  be  com- 
pelled to  make  their  terminus  at  Middletown  or  Saybrook,  instead  of 
Hartford.  For  this  reason,  authority  was  given  me  to  hire  Mr.  Good- 
speed  to  do  the  work,  without  advertising,  as  his  price  was  very  mod- 
erate. 

He  removed,  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September, 
13,862  cubic  yards  of  sand  from  Glastonbury  Bar  in  46J  days,  making 
a  channel  9  feet  deep  at  lowest  water  through  the  bar.  He  also  removed 
958  cubic  yards  of  sand  from  Hartford  Bar  and  Pratt's  Ferry  Bar  in  4 
days.  These  three  bars,  on  which  the  water  is  nearly  always  shoal- 
generally  less  than  6  feet  after  every  freshet— must  be  dredged  every 
year,  if  we  are  to  have  a  channel  of  sufficient  depth  for  the  vessels  run- 
ning to^artford. 

Surveys  of  Glastonbury  Bar  and  Pratt's  Ferry  Bar  were  made  in 
1875,  prior  to  the  dredging.  Maps  of  these  surveys  are  sent  with  this 
report,  with  the  dredging  done  in  1875  shown  on  them. 

The  contractor  for  furnishing  granite  for  the  east  jetty  at  Saybrook 
Bar  finished  his  contract  in  October,  having  put  in  8,178  tons,  extend- 
ing the  jetty  1,144  feet  from  the  beacon,  the  initial  point. 

A  temporary  beacon  was  built  and  placed  on  the  outer  end  of  the  west 
jetty  last  season.  This  beacon  was  knocked  down  by  a  vessel  in  June, 
1876. 

An  examination  of  the  channel  between  the  jetties  was  made  last 
spring,  which  showed  that  there  had  been  little  if  any  change  in  the 
depth,  except  at  the  outer  end  of  the  east  jetty,  where  a  small  shoal  had 
formed,  making  it  the  shoalest  place  in  the  channel.  When  this  jetty 
reaches  the  full  extent  designed,  the  end  will  meet  the  strong  tidal  cur- 
rents in  the  Sound,  and  it  is  expected  that  deposits  cannot  take  place. 

The  monthly  reports  contain  sketches  showing  the  progress  and  loca- 
tion of  the  work,  so  that  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  repeat  them  here. 

Connecticnt  River,  below  Hartford,  is  in  the  Middletown  collection-district ;  Middle- 
town  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $ . 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  Jaly  1, 1875 |19,705  61 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 19, 540  19 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 165  42 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 35, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.     35, 000  00 
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B  13. 

CONNECTICUT  RIVER  ABOVE  HARTFORD,  CONN.,  AND  BELOW  HOLYOKE, 

MAS^. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  the  condition  of  the  river 
has  been  sach  as  to  require  no  expenditure  for  improvements.  The 
material  obtained  from  the  surveys  and  measurements  in  former  years 
has  been  worked  up  ready  for  publication,  and  all  the  maps  and  dia- 
grams prepared  for  photolithographing.  During  the  progress  of  the 
work  separate  portions  of  the  river  and  surveys  were  reported  upon  by 
themselves,  and  these  reports  have  been  published  in  the  preceding  an- 
nual reports.  We  have,  however,  combined  them  all  in  one  report, 
which  it  is  now  desirable  to  publish  by  itself,  accompanied  by  the  maps 
and  diagrams  that  generally  have  not  been  published. 

Some  careful  measurements  on  the  resistance  of  cords  and  floats  to 
currents  of  water  having  different  velocities  (included  in  this  combined 
report)  have  not  yet  been  published,  and  they  are  therefore  given  here 
as  an  appendix.  As  there  appears  little  likelihood  that  the  money  ap- 
propriated for  this  river  above  Enfield  Falls  and  below  Holyoke  can  be 
used  in  any  desirable  improvement,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the 
money  be  partly  used  in  publishing  these  maps  and  full  report.  It  will 
be  of  much  local  value  as  affording  exact  information  of  the  river  and 
valley,  and  in  the  results  of  its  measurements  a  contribution  to  river 
hydraulics  and  of  general  interest. 

If  any  shoals  should  give  trouble  to  the  vessels  now  navigating  be- 
tween Hartford  and  Enfield  Falls  this  year,  the  funds  on  hand  are 
believed  to  be  ample  to  provide  for  removing  them. 

Connecticut  River  is  in  the  Middletown  collection-district.  Middletc wn  is  the  near- 
est port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1876,  was  $19,9p6.14. 

Money  statement. 

Above  Bartford  and  below  Enfield  Falls, 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $12,272  04 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 12,272  04 

Above  Enfield  Falls,  Conn,,  and  beloiv  Holyolce,  Mas$. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 110,702  92 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 10,702  92 

Above  Harlfordf  Conn.,  and  below  HolyoJce,  Mass, 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 j6,606  65 

Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 2, 774  82 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 3,831  83 
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RESISTANCE  OF  CORDS  AND  FLOATS. 

Some  considerable  interest  having  been  excited  in  the  question  of  the  resistance  of 
cords  and  floats  when  in  motion  through  water,  and  several  experiments  haviug  been 
tried  during  the  progress  of  the  Connecticut  River  surveys  upon  the  apparatus  used 
for  gauging,  in  order  to  know  what  were  the  actual  resistances,  such  as  are  deemed 
of  sufficient  interest  have  been  added  to  this  report.    No  reliance  was  placed  upon 
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merely  mathematical  deductions,  owiog  to  the  insufficient  data  existing  \rith  regard 
to  the  friction  and  resistance  of  cords  and  wires  when  moved  laterally  through  water 
or  other  fluids.  Experiments  were  first  made  upon  the  longitudinal  tension  of  a  cord 
placed  in  the  current  and  allowed  to  sag  more  or  less  down  stream,  with  a  view  to 
computing  the  lateral  resistance  from  this  element ;  but  direct  experiments!  were  after- 
ward made  upon  the  force  acting  in  the  direction  of  the  current.  The  first  experi- 
ments were  made  July  20, 1874|  at  Hartford,  between  the  west  abutment  and  the  first 
pier  of  the  toll-bridge.  The  cord  used  was  .036  inch  in  diameter,  of  hard-twisted  cot- 
ton, and  of  uniform  size.  This  was  stretched  across  from  the  pier  to  the  abutment  a 
distance  of  27.2  feet,  at  a  depth  of  6  inches  below  the  surface.  One  end  was  made 
fast  and  the  other  passed  over  a  brass  pulley,  so  as  to  measure  the  tension  with  a 
spring-balance.  Four  experiments  were  tried,  one  of  which  was  reieeted  from  an  evi- 
dent error  in  recording.    The  others  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Kamber  of 
experiment. 


Diameter  of  oord. 


Velocity  of  cur- 
rent. 


I 


Inches. 
.036 
.036 
.036 


Feet  per  teoond. 
1.51 
1.51 
1.51 


Greatest  veraed  { 
Bine. 


Angle  at  west 
end. 


Feet. 
3.60 
3.50 
2.  .50 


30  45 
27  30 
S4    00 


Tension  on 
cord. 


Outice*. 
12 


The  velocity  of  the  current  was  measured  with  current-meter  No.  2,  before  described, 
(see  Annual  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1675,  Part  II,  pp.  307-^,)  at  6.13  and  19 
feet  from  the  west  bank,  giving  velocities  of  1.35, 1.56,  and  1.70  feet  per  second  at  those 
points. 

The  experiments  were  continued  at  the  bridge  of  the  Seymour  Paper  Company,  in 
Windsor  Ijooks,  on  July  31  and  August  1,  with  the  same  small  cord  and  with  a  larger 
cord  of  .192  inch  diameter.  In  these  experiments  the  ends  of  the  cords  were  supported 
by  stakes  9.75  feet  apart,  and  driven  into  the  bed  of  the  canal,  so  that  the  current 
flowed  more  uuiformlv  and  unafiected  by  the  banks  between  the  points  of  support  than 
was  the  case  in  the  former  experiments.  The  cords  were  suspended  about  6  inches 
below  the  surface,  and  one  end  was  passed  over  a  pulley  as  before.  The  results  of 
these  experiments  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Number  of 
experiments. 

Diameter  of  cord. 

Velocity  of  car- 
rent. 

Greatest  versed 

sine. 

Angle  at  west 
end. 

Tension  on 
cord. 

Inches. 

Feet  per  second. 

!        r.t.       ' 

o 

Ounces. 

1 

.036 

.9.1 

i               .85 

15 

10 

3 

2 

.036 

.95 

.128 

30 

20 

1 

3 

.036 

.95 

.123 

28 

30 

li 

4 

.036 

.95 

.69 

19 

30 

2i 

5 

.036 

.66 

.24 

6 

15 

8! 

6 

.03<) 

.efi 

.50 

8 

00 

4i 

7 

.036 

.HG 

.75 

21 

OU 

2 

8 

.036 

.66 

!              1.10 

30 

25 

1 

9 

.036 
.192 

.86 
.93 

2. 21 

1               .61 

f, 

10 

19 

00 

9i 

11 

.192 

.93 

f               .70 

22 

30 

8 

12 

.192 

.93 

;              .92 

29 

00 

5 

13 

.192 

.93 

1.37 

36 

40 

3j 

14 

.192 

.93 

,              1.97 

47 

30 

2i 

In  the  foregoing  experiments  the  velocity  of  the  current  was  measured  with  current- 
meter  No.  2,  before  described,  at  three  places  across  the  length  of  cord,  and  the  mean 
velocity  deduced  therefrom.;  The  meter  was  placed  at  the  same  distance  below  the 
surface  as  the  cord,  and  as  nearly  as  practicable  under  the  same  conditions ;  the  meas- 
urements by  the  meter  occupying  some  few  minutes,  while  the  pressure  upon  the  cord 
was  taken  at  once.  The  results  of  the  foregoing  experiments  not  being  entirely  satis- 
factory, further  experiment's  were  made  upon  the  pressure  produced  by  the  direct  action 
of  the  current  upon  cords  and  wires  of  different  sizes,  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  August, 
at  Hartford. 

An  apparatus  for  holding  the  cord,  and  measuring  the  pressure  ui>on  it  by  means  of 
a  scale-beam,  was  constructed,  as  follows :  A  frame  to  hold  the  cord  to  be  tested  was 
made  by  extending  two  stout  brass  wires  downward  from  a  horizontal  round  wooden 
axis,  and  bracing  them  so  as  to  withstand  the  tension  of  the  cord  stretched  between 
their  ends.  The  distance  between  these  arms  to  which  the  cord  was  attached  was  4 
feet,  and  the  length  of  the  arms  was  25  inches.  This  frame  was  hung  to  a  beam  by 
pivots  in  the  ends  of  the  horizontal  axis,  resting  in  hook  bearings,  so  as  to  be  easily 
removed  and  replaced,  and  was  provided  with  a liorizontal  scale-beam  having  a  sliding 
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weight  like  a  steelyard.  The  whole  was  balanced,  and  the  wire  arms  bung  vertically 
when  the  weight  was  at  zero.  This  apparatus  was  used  by  lashing  the  beam  across 
the  gnnwalee  of  a  boat,  so  that  the  frame  wonld  hang  on  one  side  with  the  arms 
immersed  abont  9  inches.  When  placed  in  the  proper  position  for  nse,  the  action  of 
the  current  upon  the  purt  of  the  frame  submerged  was  weighed  on  the  scale-beam. 
The  cord  or  wire  was  then  attached  to  the  ends  of  the  arms,  and  the  pressure  again 
weighed ;  the  difterence  in  weight  gave  the  pressure  upon  the  cord  or  wire  alone. 

In  these  experiments  the  velocity  of  the  current  was  measured  with  current-meter 
No.  1,  from  the  boat,  in  the  middle  of  the  length  occupied  by  the  frame. 

Experiments  were  made  upon  both  cords  and  wires  of  the  diameters  given  in  th^ 
following  tables. 

The  cords  were  all  hard-twisted,  smooth,  and  of  uniform  diameter,  and  were  all  of 
cotton,  except  No.  3,  which  was  a  linen  fish-line.  Most  of  the  cords  were  stretched 
ti^ht  between  the  supports,  but  some  were  allowed  to  sag,  as  noted  in  the  table.  The 
wires  were  all  nearly  straight. ,  All  of  the  experiments  were  made  at  a  depth  of  9 
inches  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 


°t 

TahU 

shoicing  experimer 

is  upon 

cords. 

i< 

t 

a 

^ 

2 

•2 

1 

1 

o1 

8 

1 

o  5 

a 

u 

s 

B 

n 

2 

-Si 

t 

'is 

•  S 

o  a 

p.* 

35 

r 

i 
< 

© 

5 

Kotes. 

1 

1 

.2 

4. 

2.0 

8.3 

6.3 

2.23 

.0667 

1.189 

Cotton  cord,  3"  sag  in  middle. 

S 

I 

.2 

3.92 

2.0 

8.3 

6.3 

2.23 

.0653 

1.214 

Cotton  cord,  2^^'  sag  in  middle. 

3 

1 

.2 

3.92 

.6 

3.0 

2.4 

1.28 

.0653 

1.401 

Cotton  cord,  nearly  straight. 
Cotton  cord,  1"  sag  in  middle. 

2 

.052 

4.00 

2.0 

3.9 

1.9 

2.31 

.0173 

1.279 

2 

.052 

4.00 

0.6 

1.1 

0.5 

1.32 

.0173 

1.030 

Cotton  cord,  nearly  straight. 
Linen  cord,  nearly  straight. 

3 

.045 

4.00 

2.0 

3.3 

1.3 

2.27 

.0150 

1.048 

3 

.045 

4.00 

0.6 

1.1 

0.5 

1.36 

.0150 

1.117 

Do. 

4 

.038 

4.00 

2.0 

3.2 

1.2 

2.23 

.0127 

1.188 

Cotton  cord,  nearly  straight. 
Cotton  cord,  1"  sag  in  middle. 

4 

.038 

4.00 

2.0 

3.3 

1.3 

2.23 

.0127 

1.284 

10 

4 

.038 

4.00 

0.6 

1.1 

0.5 

1.33 

.0127 

1.379 

Cotton  cord,  nearly  straight. 

11 

4 

.038 

4.00 

0.6 

1.0 

0.4 

1.26 

.0127 

1.238 

Cotton  cord,  5  feet  long.  1'  3"  sag. 

12 

5 

.036 

4.00 

2.0 

3.2 

1.2 

2L19 

.0120 

1.302 

Cotton  cord,  nearly  straight. 

13 

5 

.036 

4.00 

0.6 

1.0 

0.4 

1.29 

.0120 

1.255 

Do. 

1.225 

Mean  oo-efBcient. 

The  probable  error  of  this  mean  is 
.4:  .021. 

Table  shounng  experiments  upon  tcires. 


■it 
It 

o 

1 

a 

u 

5 

a 

u  d 

SI 

CO  9 

u  a 

h 

|5 

si 

•  a 

E| 

1. 
at 

1 

J 

.2 

Notes. 

1 

1 

.075 

4. 

2.0 

4.1 

2.1 

2.20 

.0250 

1.082 

Copper  wire,  nearly  straight. 

2 

1 

.075 

4. 

0.6 

1.3 

0.7 

1.19 

.0250 

1.239 

Do. 

3 

2 

.065 

4. 

2.0 

3.8 

1.8 

2.20 

.0217 

1.066 

Do. 

4 

2 

.065 

4. 

0.6 

1.1 

0.5 

1.22 

.0217 

0.965 

Do. 

5 

3 

.032 

4. 

2.0 

3.0 

1.0 

2.19 

.0107 

1.208 

Do. 

6 

3 

.032 

4. 

0.6 

0.8 

0.2 

1.22 

.0107 

.821 

Do. 

7 

4 

.022 

4. 

2.0 

2.5 

0.5 

2.18 

.0073 

.894 

Brass  wire,  nearly  straight. 

8 

4 

.022 

4. 

0.6 

0.8 

0.2 

L21 

.0073 

1.126 

Do. 

9 

5 

.012 

4. 

2.0 

2.3 

0.3 

2.15 

.0040 

1.028 

Do. 

10 

5 

.012 

4. 

0.6 

0.7 

0.1 

1.35 

.0040 

.824 

Do. 

J.  025 

Mean  co-effloient. 

The  probable  error  of  this  mean  is 
±.032. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  experiments  on  cords  andjwires,  a  few  experiments  were 
made  on  the  39th  of  August,  with  the  same  apparatus,  upon  the  resistance  of  the  floats 
before  described  in  thu  report,  (see  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875, 
Part  II,  p.  306,)  when  ftmilarly  acted  upon  by  the  current.    They  were  attached  by 
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cords,  from  10  to  15  feet  long,  to  the  middle  of  the  cord  stretched  between  the  arms  of 
the  frame,  as  in  the  foregoing  experiments.  The  floats  were  tried  alone,  and  also  the 
whole  system  together.  The  resistance  of  the  npper  float  was  obtained  by  attaching 
it  to  the  apparatus  in  the  manner  described,  with  a  weight  of  8  ounces  hanging  to  it 
at  a  distance  of  18  inches  below,  and  supporting  this  weight  against  the  current  by  an 
independent  cord.  This  was  also  tried  withont  suspending  the  weight  independently. 
When  both  floats  were  tried  together,  they  were  attached  independently  to  the  frame, 
except  in  one  case,  when  the  upper  float  alone  was  attached.  The  center  of  the  lower 
float  was  in  all  cases  18  inches  below  the  surface-float. 

An  experiment  was  made  upon  the  lower  float  alone,  suspended  at  the  surface  by 
means  of  the  upper  float  placed  just  inside  of  the  top.  The  velocity  of  the  current  was 
BO  small  at  the  time  of  these  experiments  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  measure  the  slight 
resistance  of  the  surface-float.  The  results  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  with  a 
greater  velocity.  They  are,  however,  given  in  the  following  table,  which  shows  the 
deductions  made  from  such  experiments  as  were  tried.  These  observations  were  not 
originally  considered  sufficiently  complete  to  be  of  gfeat  value,  and,  consequently,  were 
not  given  in  the  previous  report. 

Table  showing  results  of  experiments  upon  floats. 


■si 

1 

.a 

9  S 

1 

§1 

1. 

ll 

1 

It 

1 

1 

1^ 

1' 

6 

Notes. 

1 

Ellipsoid. 

&00 

1.50 

.0136 

1.01 

.033 

.404 

Snrface  float  by  itself,  with  8-oance  weight 

3 

Ellipsoid. 

6.00 

1.50 

.0062 

.77 

.033 

.316 
360 

Surface  float  by  itself,  with  8-oanoe  weight. 

Mean  co-effioient 

The  probable  error  of  this  mean  is  ±  .030. 
Snb-fioat  by  itself,  near  the  sarfaoe. 
Snb-float  18  inches  below  sorfaoe-float,  both  at^ 

3 

Cylinder. 

8.47 

a  50 

.5417 

1.28 

.500 

.662 

4 

Cylinder. 

a  47 

aso 

.313i 

.91 

.500 

.755 

tached. 

5 

Cylinder. 

a  47 

a50 

.3176 

1.07 

.500 

.555 

Sub-float  18  inches  below  snrfaoe-float,  lattei 
only  attached. 

6 

Cylinder. 

a  47 

a50 

.S719 

.87 

.500 

.719 

Sub-doat  18  inches  below  snrface-float,  both  at- 
tached. 

7 

CyUnder. 

a  47 

aso 

.2541 

.86 

.500 

.687 

Sab-float  18  Inches  below  snrface-float,  both  at- 
tached. 

.676 

Mean  co-efficient. 

1 

i 

1 

The  probable  error  of  this  mean  is  ±  .023. 

In  the  foi^going  tables  of  the  results  of  experiments  upon  cords,  wires,  and  floats 
the  last  column  contains  the  co-efficients  of  resistance. 

The  general  formula  for  the  resistance  of  a  body  moving  in  a  fluid  of  unlimited 
cross-section,  is 

In  which 

P  =  resistance  of  the  body  to  motion, 
V=  velocity, 

g  =  force  of  gravity  at  the  place, 
A  =  area  of  cross-section  of  the  body, 
w  =  weight  of  a  unit  of  volume  of  the  fluid, 

C  =  a  co-efficient,  supposed  to  be  constant  for  the  same  form  of  solid,  but  varying  for 
diflferent  forms. 

As,  however,  for  the  same  fluid  the  factor  ~   is  constant,  both  numerator  and  de- 

^9  ... 

nominator  varying  proportionally  with  the  small  changes  in  the  value  ofg,  it  can  be  omit- 
ted in  the  computation  of  the  co-efficient  C  from  a  series  of  observations  or  experiments  iu 
the  same  fluid.  The  resulting  co-efficients  are  the  proper  ones  for  the  fluid  observed ;  ami 
if  it  is  desired  to  apply  them  to  any  other,  they  can  be  placed  in  the  general  formul 

multiplying  by  ^  or  making  C  =  C  ^^,  C  being  the  proper  co-efficient  for  the  general 

formula.  Although  it  is  known  that  the  foregoing  formula  is  not  exact  for  a  great 
range  of  velocity,  it  is  sufficiently  accurate  to  determine  the  resistance  through  a  con- 
siderable range  in  the  values  of  the  area  of  the  cross-secj^on  and  velocity  if  the 
co-efficient  is  well  established  by  a  sufficient  number  of  experiments.    It  also  affords 
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an  excellent  means  of  comparing  experiments  at  dififerent  velocities  and  with  different 
areas  of  cross-section,  so  as  to  obtain  a  mean  co-efiioient.  In  the  foreeoing  tables  the 
co-efficients  which,  if  applied  to  the  formula,  would  produce  the  results  of  the  experi- 
ments, have  therefore  been  computed  by  the  formula, 

and  the  means  taken  of  the  results.  The  pressure  P  is  taken  in  pounds,  the  area  A  in 
souare  feet,  and  the  velocity  v  in  feet  per  second.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  table 
01  experiments  with  cords  the  co-efficients  are  quite  uniform,  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  material  difference  between  the  higher  and  lower  velocities,  nor  between  the  larger 
and  smaller  cords.  Neither  does  there  appear  to  be  any  difference  when  the  cord  has 
a  very  considerable  curve  or  sag  between  the  ends.  In  the  series  of  experiments  upon 
wires  a  greater  difference  appears  in  the  oo^efflcients.  This  is  owing  to  the  fineness 
and  consequent  small  area  of  some  of  the  wires,  and  the  slowness  of  the  current,  and 
also  to  the  fact  that  with  the  apparatus  used  the  pressure  could  be  taken  only  to  the 
nearest  tenth  of  an  ounce,  so  that  the  pressures  of  1,  2,  and  3  were  subjected  to  a  large 
percentage  of  error  from  this  cause.  As  these  errors,  however,  are  equally  likely  to 
give  too  large  or  too  small  results,  the  mean  is  very  near  the  probable  truth. 

In  the  experiments  upon  the  small  tin  ellipsoids  used  for  surface-floats  the  results 
are  not  quite  satisfactory,  for  the  same  reasons.  The  two  co-efficients  given  do  not, 
however,  vary  so  much  as  would  be  expected  from  the  difficulty  of  measuring  so  small 
a  resistance,  and  the  mean  may  be  taken  as  approximately  correct.  With  the  cvlinders 
used  for  sub-floats  the  co-efficients  are  quite  uniform,  with  the  exception  of  No.  5,  in 
which  case  the  floats  were  attached  to  the  weighing  apparatus  by  a  line  to  the  upper 
float  only ;  so  that  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  lower  float  was  carried  down  stream 
sufficiently  to  bring  the  suspending  cord  against  its  top  edge  and  cant  it  slightly.  If 
the  result  of  this  experiment  is  rejected,  it  makes  the  mean  co-efficient  .706,  instead  of 
.676,  with  a  probable  error  of  ±  .014. 


B  14. 

SURVEY  OF  LITTLE  NARRAGANSETT  BAY,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  CONNEC- 
TICUT.* 

Engineer  Office,  United  Statbs  Army, 
I  Netcporty  B.  J.,  November  30, 1875. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  map  of  the  sur- 
vey of  Little  Narragansett  Bay,  placed  under  my  charge  by  your  in- 
structions dated  March  22, 1875,  having  been  authorized  by  the  act  for 
rivers  and  harbors,  approved  March  3, 1875.  This  map  is  on  a  scale  of 
400  feet  to  the  inch,  and  is  made  to  connect  with  our  former  surveys  of 
Pawcatuck  Eiver,  which  flows  into  it,  and  the  survey  of  Stouington 
Harbor,  contiguous  to  this  bay  on  the  west  side. 

A  description  of  the  method  of  conducting  the  survey  and  the  character 
of  the  bay  and  its  environs  is  given  in  the  report  of  Assistant  Engineer 
H.  A.  Bentley,  sent  herewith.  In  this  report  special  obstructions  to 
navigation  are  described,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing  them 
is  given. 

This  bay  is  separated  from  the  portion  of  the  ocean  known  as  Block 
Island  Sound  by  a  sand-beach,  which  has  been  formed  by  the  ocean 
waves  between  Watch  Hill  and  Napatree  Point.  Both  these  elevations 
are  of  glacial  drift,  and  the  latter  would  be  an  island  but  for  the  con- 
necting beach.  The  motion  of  the  sand,  as  washed  by  the  ocean  waves, 
is  from  Watch  Hill  toward  !Napatree  Point,  and  this  motion  continues 
on  past  the  point,  producing  a  long  sand-spit  running  north.  This  has 
been  gradually  extending  since  first  surveyed  by  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey  in  1839.  It  was  resurveyed  by  them  in  1855,  the  exten- 
sion in  the  intervening  time  having  been  1,000  feet,  or  at  the  rate  of  62^ 

*  Printed  as  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  70,  44th  Congress,  1st  session. 
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feet  per  anuum.  Since  1855,  a  period  of  twenty  years,  our  survey  shows 
a  further  extension  of  650  feet,  or  32J  feet  per  annum.  The  distance 
from  the  point  at  present  to  the  main  channel,  in  the  direction  in  which 
the  point  is  now  making  out,  is  1,200  feet,  and,  with  the  decreasing  rate 
of  progression,  it  will  take  a  number  of  years  to  reach  it.  When  this 
limit  is  reached  it  will  become  necessary  to  arrest  its  further  extension 
by'catch-jetties. 

Little  Narragansett  Biay  serves  as  a  catch-basin  for  the  littoral  sands 
washed  in  by  the  ocean  waves,  and  thus  preserves  the  harbor  of  Ston- 
ington.  It  has,  however,  itself  become  filled  up  across  the  middle 
part  so  as  to  afford  to  vessels  no  draught  greater  than  4^  feet  at  mean 
low-water.  On  the  south  half  of  this  shoal  it  is  sand,  brought  in  and 
swept  around  the  sand-spit  as  it  advanced ;  on  the  northern  part  it  is  mud. 
This  latter  is  necessarily  of  slow  growth,  and  an  adequate  channel,  once 
cut  through  it,  would  long  remain  open.  This  would  not  be  the  case 
with  a  channel  cut  through  the  sandy  portions,  which  would  be  under 
the  influence  of  further  deposits  of  sand  brought  around  the  sand-spit, 
and  also  liable  to  fill  up  in  the  sides  from  wave-action.  We  propose, 
therefore,  to  cut  through  the  shoal  as  far  away  from  the  sand-spit  and 
as  near  the  opposite  shore  as  practicable.  The  line  selected  follows  some 
natural  deep  places,  and  has  good  land-marks  by  contiguous  high 
points. 

This  proposed  route  is  at  considerable  distance  from  the  rout«  ordi- 
narily used,  passing  near  Dennison's  rocks,  through  the  middle  of  the 
bay  and  near  the  sand  deposits.  It  will  be  more  easily  improved,  will 
be  easier  to  find  and  follow  in  fogs  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the 
shore,  and  will  avoid  the  danger  of  getting  on  Dennison's  rocks.  Some 
rocks,  not  in  the  channel  that  it  is  proposed  to  dredge,  will  need  re- 
moval, and  the  expense  of  this  is  included.  The  dredged  material  can  be 
dumped  in  the  south  part  of  the  bay  near  the  beach.  The  mean  rise  of 
the  tide  is  about  2.71  feet.  The  channel  proposed  will  be  200  feet  wide 
and  7J  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water.  The  whole  improvement  will  cost 
$51,000,  and  it  is  desirable  to  have  at  least  half  this  amount  to  begin 
the  work  with,  so  that  the  benefit  of  making  an  available  channel 
through  it  of  100  feet  width  can  be  had  the  first  year. 

This  bay  is  in  the  Collection-districts  of  Providence  and  Stonington ;  the  latter  ia 
the  nearest  port  of  entry. 

The  revenue  eoUected  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  was,  at  Stonington, 
$2,376 ;  at  Providence,  $157,658.34. 

The  improvement  is  especially  beneficial  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Pawcatuck  Eiver  up  to  the  manufactories  and  granite  quarries  at 
Westerly.  The  United  States  have  been  improving  this  river  the  last 
four  years. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  K.  Warren, 
Major  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Major- General  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Htimphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  S.  A. 


report  of  mr.  h.  a.  bentley,  assistant  engixecr. 

Engixeer's  Office,  United  States  Army, 

Xetcport,  JR.  /.,  November  26,  1375. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  foUowing  report  of  the  survey  of  Little 
Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  made  in  accordance  with  verbal 
directions  received  from  yon.    This  report  is  divided  into  three  different  heads :  the  first 
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is  a  general  description  of  the  country  and  shores  surrounding  the  bay,  and  an  account 
of  the  extension  of  Kapatree  Point ;  the  second  describes  the  survey ;  and  the  third 
treats  of  the  proposed  improvements. 

DESCRIPTIOK  OF  SURROUNDING  SHORES,  AC. 

Little  Xarragansett  Bay  is  at  the  outlet  of  Pawcatuck  River,  and  is  between  Ston- 
in^ton  and  Watch  Hill.  It  is  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  sand-beach  joining  Watch 
Hill  and  Napatree  Point,  and  another  west  of  the  point,  the  whole  about  three  miles 
long,  leaving  an  opening  between  its  end  and  Stonington  about  one  mile  wide. 

Beginning  the  description  at  Stonington  Point,  which  makes  out  between  Stoning- 
ton Harbor  and  the  bay,  and  on  which  the  borough  of  Stonington  is  located,  the 
extreme  point  is  formed  of  a  deposit  of  bowlders  of  various  sizes.  From  here  around 
the  bay  to  the  railroad  the  shore  is  well  covered  with  bowlders,  with  some  marsh, 
and,  a  little  farther  back,  led^e-rock.  Along  the  railroad,  to  the  east  side  of  the 
Wicketequack  River,  the  shore  is  of  the  same  general  character.  Led  wood's  Island  is 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Wicketequack ;  it  is  high  with  rock,  both  in  place  and  as  bowl- 
ders, and  is  connected  with  the  main  shore  by  an  embankment  and  wooden  bridge. 
From  the  railroad, along  the  east  bank  of  the  Wicketequack,  to  the  point  running  into 
the  bay,  the  shore  is  low  and  marshy,  with  a  ridge  of  high  land  about  300  feet  back. 
Between  this  ridge  and  Pawcatuck  Point  the  shore  is  generally  low  and  swampy,  with 
frequent  indentations  or  little  bays  of  water;  this  marshy  country  runs  back  from  the 
bay  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  The  point  at  station  G,  and  the  one  between  it  and 
Pawcatuck  Point,  are  about  5  feet  higher  than  the  surrounding  marsh,  and  are  covered 
Tvith  brush  and  bowlders. 

At  Pawcatuck  Point  the  shore  forms  a  gradual  slope  up  from  the  water-line ;  it  is 
well  covered  with  bowlders. 

With  the  other  shore  we  will  commence  the  description  at  Rhodes's  Point,  across  the 
river  from  Pawcatuck  Point.  The  shore  is  well  covered  with  bowlders,  with  an  occa- 
sional low,  marshy  place ;  this  topography  continues  until  we  reach  Watch  Hill,  where 
the  land  only  diifers  in  being  a  little  higher. 

Watch  Hill  Point  extends  into  the  ocean  about  1,600  feet ;  it  is  from  10  to  15  feet 
high,  and  is  covered  with  bowlders.  Running  out  from  Watch  Hill  in  a  westerly  direc- 
tion is  the  sand-beach,  which  runs  to  Napatree  Point,  before  referred  to ;  it  varies  in 
height  firom  8  to  20  feet,  attaining  its  greatest  elevation  near  Wat<!h  Hill.  It  is  cov- 
ered with  beach-grass  above  hign-water  line.  The  material  of  which  the  beach  is 
formed  is,  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  sand ;  except  on  the  ocean-side,  where  there  is,  just 
above  high-water  line,  a  narrow  strip  of  gravel.  At  Napatree  Point  there  is  an 
entirely  different  formation.  A  knoll  about  25  feet  high  tbrms  the  extreme  point; 
there  are  bowlders  cropping  out  over  the  surface ;  and  a  section  through,  that  is,  as 
much  as  can  be  seen  from  the  steep  bank  toward  the  Sound,  shows  it  to  be  full  of 
rocks.  The  surface  of  this  knoll  is  covered  with  ordinary  field-grass ;  the  soil  is  much 
richer  than  that  on  the  beach,  and  will  grow  ordinary  kitchen  vegetables. 

This  mound,  which  is  about  800  feet  long  by  400  feet  wide,  has  every  appearance  of 
having  formerly  been  an  island,  to  which  the  beaches  were  in  the  course  of  time 
joined.  It  is  only  at  the  two  probable  points  of  junction  that  either  of  the  beaches 
show  any  signs  of  breaches.  At  one  (cross-section  4  on  map)  the  ocean,  during  storms, 
has  been  known  by  the  people  of  the  vicinity  to  break  through  the  beach  and  main- 
tain a  connection  with  the  waters  of  the  bay  for  several  hours.  At  the  other  place 
(cross-section  5)  there  is  every  physical  evidence  of  the  same  thing  having  occurred, 
but  it  is  sustained  by  no  witnesses.  The  ^* oldest  inhabitant''  recoUecta  an  opening 
near  Watch  Hill,  (cross- section  1,)  through  which  small  boats  could  pass.  The  beach 
at  this  place,  however,  shows  no  evidences  of  any  such  break. 

Northeast  of  the  knoll,  and  forming  part  of  Napatree  Point,  there  is  a  low  swampy 
place,  separated  from  the  bay  by  a  low  sandy  beach.  Northerly  from  Napatree  Point, 
and  about  at  right  angles  with  the  first  beach,  extends  the  second  to  Sandy  Point 
Beach.  It  is  much  lower  than  the  first  beach,  at  no  place  being  more  than  9  feet 
high.  It  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  long.  There  is  a  pond  near  the  upper  end,  with  2A 
feet  of  water  at  the  time  of  survey,  June,  1875.  The  upper  end  of  this  beach  is  known 
as  Sandy  Point. 

It  is  constantly  extending,  as  shown  by  the  surveys  of  1839,  1856,  and  1875. 
Between  1839  and  1855  it  extended  1,000  feet,  being  at  the  rate  of  62^  feet  per  year. 
Between  1855  and  1875  it  extended  650  feet,  or  at  the  rate  of  32^  feet.  It  probably 
has  a  decreaaing  rate  of  growth,  as  the  opening  between  it  and  the  opposite  side  nar- 
rows. There  is  an  exception  to  this,  shown  in  the  form  of  the  beach  made  between 
the  years  1839  and  1855,  where  it  is  of  so  much  less  width  than  that  immediately  pre- 
ceding and  following  it,  that  it  would  seem  to  indicate  a  rapid  growth. 

The  crest  of  the  bar  on  the  inside,  opposite  Sandy  Point,  the  upper  end  of  which  is 
kn'own  as  White  Bar,  shows  au  indentation  of  deep  water,  which'  seems  to  indicate  a 
lack  of  time  in  the  process  of  filling  up ;  that  is,  a  rapid  growth  of  the  beach  was 
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followed  by  a  correeponding  growth  in  direction  of  the  bar,  and  the  beach  subsequently, 
when  jprowing  more  slowly  in  length  bat  increasing  iu  breadth,  was,  as  hiay  be  seen 
from  the  map,  followed  by  the  bar,  leaving  the  indentation  mentioned. 

SURVEY. 

The  survey  of  the  bay  was  commenced  June  U,  1875.  It  was  extended  slightly 
beyond  the  limits  prescribed  in  the  bill  ordering  it,  viz,  "  from  Dennison's  Rock  to 
Rhodes's  Folly,''  in  order  to  take  in  obstructions  that  the  prescribed  space  would  not 
cover,  and  also  to  connect  with  the  surveys  of  Pawcatuck  River  and  Stonington  Har- 
bor, previously  made  under  your  direction.  The  survey,  as  thus  made,  gives  us,  by  its 
connections,  a  complete  map  from  Westerly  to  Stonington  Harbor,  inclusive. 

A  line  was  first  measured  on  Sandy  Point  Beack  to  serve  as  a  primary  base-line  of 
the  system  of  triangulation,  with  which  the  area  to  be  surveyed  was  covered. 

The  accuracy  of  the  triangulation s  was  tested  by  a  measured  base  on  the  other  end 
of  the  system,  the  measured  distance  being  only  ^^^  of  a  foot  different  from  the  same 
line  as  calculated  by  using  the  primary  base,  and  carrying  the  calculations  through 
the  system  to  this  test-base.  The  triangulations  were  made  with  an  ordinary  transit, 
and  the  small  difference  between  the  measured  and  the  calculated  distance  is  as  near 
an  agreement  as  could  be  expected  with  the  instruments  used,  and  for  all  practical 
purposes  it  is  just  as  good  as  a  perfect  agreement,  the  error  being  a  less  distance  than 
can  be  shown  by  the  scale  on  which  the  survey  is  platted.  Connections  were  made  by 
triangulation  with  the  Coast-Survey  station  at  Watch  Hill,  and  with  the  Stonington 
and  Watch  Hill  Lights. 

On  the  completion  of  the  triangulations  traverse  lines  were  run,  or  soundings  made, 
as  the  weather  was  more  favorable  for  the  one  than  the  other.  The  traverse  lines 
were  run  around  the  shores  to  take  the  topography,  and  they  were  connected  with  the 
triangulation  stations. 

The  soundings  were  located  by  two  instruments  measuring  angles  to  them  from  the 
ends  of  known  bases.  These  bases  were,  as  a  general  thing,  the  sides  of  triangles, 
forming  part  of  the  system  of  triangulation. 

Sections  of  Napatree  and  Sandy  Point  beaches  were  taken  at  characteristic  points  by 
the  ordinary  method  of  leveling.  The  soundings  and  sections  were  referred  to  the 
mean  low-water  plane  established  in  1871,  in  the  survey  of  Stonington  Harbor.  A 
tide-^auge  was  set  up  at  Watch  Hill  Landing  and  read  simultaneously  with  one  at 
Stonington.  No  regular  difference  was  observed  between  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide 
at  the  two  places,  except'in  time,  high  and  low  water  occurring  about  30  minutes  later 
at  Watch  Hill.  The  rise  and  fall  would  sometimes  vary  ^(f j  foot,  but  generally  it  was 
within  T^  foot.  The  mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide,  according  to  the  observations  of  1871, 
is  2.71  feet.  The  map  of  this  survey  is  platted  on  a  scale  of  400  feet  to  the  inch.  On 
this  map,  besides  the  soundings,  topography,  &.C.,  are  shown  the  characteristic  sections 
of  the  beaches.  Horizontal  scale,  100  feet  to  the  inch ;  vertical  scale,  50  feet  to  the  inch. 
Also  a  detached  plan  of  Sandy  Point  below,  same  scale  as  the  general  map,  which 
shows  the  different  phases  of  the  beach  in  1839, 1B55,  and  1875.  The  surveys  of  the  first 
two  years  were  made  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey. 

The  triangulation  stations  are  indicated  on  the  map  by  letters,  the  traverse  station 
by  numbers.  A  description  of  the  bench-mark  established  at  Watch  Hill  for  a  low- 
water  reference  will  be  found  on  the  map.  The  bench-mark  is  the  highest  point  of 
a  large  bowlder  at  Watch  HiU  Landing ;  it  is  12.07  feet  above  mean  low-water.  The 
bench-mark  at  Stonington  described  in  the  report  on  the  survev  (see  Report  Chief 
of  Engineers,  1872,  page  919)  as  the  lowest]  step  at  the  west  door  of  light-house, 
was  found  by  comparison  with  other  bench-marks  given  in  the  same  report  to  be  not 
the  lowest  step,  but  the  next  one  above. 

The  soundings  made  show  a  depth  of  7^  feet  at  mean  low- water,  making  in  from  the 
Sound  for  a  distance  of  1,800  feet  above  Sandy  Point.  A  corresponding  depth  also 
makes  down  from  the  mouth  of  the  Pawcatuck  to  within  1,200  feet  of  the  beach  at 
Napatree  Point.  These  two  channels  are  separated  from  each  other  by  about  4,500  feet 
in  length  of  shallow  water,  of  3^  to  4i  feet  deep,  covered  for  the  most  part  with  eel- 
^ass.  The  bottom  in|the  vicinity  of  White  Bar  is  sand,  while  along  the  north  shore 
it  is  soft  mud,  with  scatteriuff  bowlders  along  the  shore-line.  A  line  from  Tonnisou's 
rocks  to  the  sonth  end  of  Ledwood's  Island  is  the  course  of  the  deepest  water  across 
the  above-mentioned  shoal,  and  is  the  course  taken  by  vessels  navigating  the  bay . 

IMPROVEMENTS  NEEDED. 

To  connect  the  deep  water  on  either  side  of  the  shoal,  and  maintain  the  connectioo, 
is  the  nrincipal  improvement  sought.  The  appearance  of  eel-grass  on  the  shoal  indi- 
cates that  there  is  no  shoaling  to  be  feared  from  sbiftiug  sands,  except  as  the  bar  inside 
Sandy  Point  encroaches.  To  escape  this  danger,  the  proposed  channel  to  be  made  by 
dredging  was  located  by  you  along  the  north  shore  of  the  bay.  It  united  with  this 
advantage  that  of  being  close  enough  to  the  shore  to  give  good  sailing-raoges.    The 
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cost  of  makiDg  the  channel  here  would  be  about  the  same  as  one  made  where  the  pres- 
ent channel  is. 

The  proposed  channel  is  200  feet  wide  and  7|  deep  at  mean  low-water. 

The  interests  asking  an  improyement  at  this  place  are  the  commerce  of  Westerly,  at 
the  head  of  navigation  in  the  Pawcatnck  River,  and  the  steamboat  interest  of  Watch 
Hill. 

The  General  Government  has  already  improved  Pawcatnck  River  to  a  draught  of  5^ 
feet  at  mean  low- water,  a  foot  more  than  can  be  brought  across  the  bay.  The  full 
benefit  will  not  be  derived  from  this  completed  improvement  nntil  a  greater  depth  is 
made  in  the  bay.  A  greater  draught  was  made  in  the  Pawcatuck  than  could  be  taken 
across  the  shoal  at  its  month,  for  the  reason  that  all  navigation  here  is  done  at  high- 
water,  and,  when  getting  throngh  the  bay  at  that  stage  of  tide,  the  tide  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  river  would  w  falling  before  a  vessel  could  reach  there. 

In  the  proposed  improvements  of  the  bay,  the  estimates  have  been  made  for  a  draught 
of  7^  feet  at  mean  low- water ;  this  will  allow  vessels  to  come  over  the  bav  earlier  and 
give  them  plenty  of  time  to  get  to  Westerly  before  the  tide  turns.  It  will  also  allow 
greater-draught  vessels  than  can  get  to  Westerly  to  take  advantage  of  the  tide  and  get 
OS  far  as  Lottery  before  lightering  to  go  above.  The  lightering  is  now  done  at  Ston- 
ington,  four  or  five  miles  away  by  water. 

The  material  along  the  line  of  the  proposed  channel  is  soft  mud  and  sand,  except 
at  Pawcatuck  Point,  where  for  a  distance  of  about  300  feet  there  is  a  layer  of  shells 
over  the  mud,  and  with  bowlders  of  various  sizes  interspersed.  The  size  of  the  bowl- 
ders could  not  be  estimated  accurately,  as  in  many  instances  but  a  part  of  the  surfaces 
were  above  the  bottom ;  a  rough  estimate  won  Id  be  from  5  to  20  tons. 

Besides  the  making  of  a  channel  throngh  the  bay,  an  improvement  is  needed  at 
Rbodes's  Folly.  The  "  Folly ''  is  a  heap  of  small  stone  placed  in  the  side  of  the  channel, 
and  which  formerly  serv'ed  as  the  foundation  of  a  building  put  there  to  evade  the 
liquor-law.  The  site  of  the  building  was  supposed  at  the  time  it  was  built  to  be  the 
dividing-point  of  the  three  States,  New  York,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island.  The 
obannelat  this  place  is  barely  200  feet  wide,  with  a  sharp  turn  in  it.  The  removal 
of  about  75  feet  of  the  "  Folly  "  would  very  much  help  the  place,  and  would  not  be  very 
expensive. 

Northeast  of  the  "  Folly  "  are  two  large  rocks,  probably  bowlders,  of  about  40  tons 
each ;  one  is  directly  in  the  channel  and  the  other  on  the  edge.  There  is  but  4.50  feet  of 
water  at  mean  low-water  at  the  shoalest  places  on  these  rocks,  and  they  are  a  source  of 
great  danger  and  trouble.  An  estimate  for  the  removal  of  these  rocks  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  "  Folly  "  is  added  further  on  in  this  report. 

The  only  other  obstruction  which  was  discovered  during  the  survey  is  a  clump  of 
rocks  in  the  cove  at  Watch  HLll  Landing.  The  steamer  Massasoit  struck  on  these 
rocks  a  few  vears  ago  and  sunk  at  the  wharf  at  Watch  Hill,  with  barely  time  to  land'^ 
several  hundred  passengers  on  board  at  the  time.  The  rocks  are  small ;  the  largest 
being  probably  less  than  4  tons,  and  there  are  only  a  few  of  them.  An  estimate  for 
their  removal  is  added.  ^ 

The  material  dredged  during  the  proposed  improvement  could  all  be  deposited  inside 
the  beach  at  the  deep  water  near  Napatree  Point. 

ESTIMATE  FOR  THE  ENTIRE  IMPROVEMENT. 

For  a  channel  across  flats,  2,600  feet  wide,  7^  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water, 
would  require  the  removal  of— 

190,000  cubic  yards  sand  and  mud,  at  18  cents  per  cubic  yard $34, 200 

12;000  cubic  yards  shells  and  rooks,  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard 9, 000 

For  dredging  at  Rhodes's  Folly  to  make  an  increased 'width  of  75  feet : 

•  4,000  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 1,200 

Removal  of  rocks  near  "Folly" 700 

Removal  of  rocks  at  Watch  Hill  Landing 200 

Superintendence  and  contingencies 5,700 

Total 51,000 

I  was  assisted  on  the  survey  by  Messrs.  L.  S.  Chase  and  William  P.  Jewett,  assistant 
eogineers. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  A.  Bentley, 
Assistant  Engineer, 
GeLeral  G.  K.  Warren, 

Major  of  Engineers,  l\  S.  A. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  J.  W.  BARLOW,  CORPS  OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 
1870.  ^ 

Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army, 

Neic  Londovj  Conn,^  July  13, 1876. 
Generai-.  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  river 
and  harbor  works  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Barlow, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  V.  S.  A. 


Major  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


C  I. 

STONINGTON  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

At  the  writing  of  my  last  annual  report,  dredging  in  Stonington  Har- 
bor was  in  progress  under  a  contract  with  Mr.  Morris  F.  Brainard,  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  dated  August  26, 1874,  and  expiring  June  30, 1875.  By 
an  extension  of  the  time  of  completion,  the  contractor  was  allowed  until 
October  1, 1875,  to  finish  the  work.  The  contract  was  completed  Sep- 
tember 23, 1875 ;  118,422  cubic  yards  of  material  having  been  removed. 
The  depth  made  was  12  feet  at  mean  low- water,  and  the  area  of  anchor- 
age-ground of  that  depth  was  increased  22.1  acres.  In  this  connection 
I  quote  from  the  report  of  Mr.  G.  C.  Almy,  inspector  of  the  work : 

The  favorable  effects  of  the  work  are  already  felt,  both  by  vessels  seeking  temporary 
shelter  and  those  arriving  with  freight  either  for  Stonin^on  or  Westerly,  which  is  con- 
siderably dependent  upon  the  facilities  offered  by  this  harbor.  All  parts  of  the  harbor 
are  more  accessible  bv  reason  of  this  improvement,  there  is  more  working  room  for  the 
management  of  vessels  while  entering  or  leaving,  they  are  not  crowded  so  closely  when 
at  anchor  as  to  be  liable  to  injury  by  swinging  together,  nor  exposed  to  the  risk  of  col- 
lision with  steamers  by  encroaching  upon  the  channel  leading  to  the  railroad-docks. 

As  a  farther  means  of  securing  the  safety  of  vessels  while  in  this  harbor,  it  may  per- 
haps be  advisable  to  remove  the  cluster  of  rocks  on  the  west  side  of  Wampasset  Chan- 
nel. Their  position  is  at  present  marked  by  2  piles  driven  some  years  since  for  the 
protection  of  the  steamers  of  the  New  York  and  Stonington  line,  which  at  that  time 
habitnally  used  that  channel,  but  these  piles  are  at  most  only  temporary  safeguards, 
and  as  no  one  is  specially  responsible  for  their  maintenance  they  will  soon  decay  and 
disappear. 

There  is  from  4  to  6  feet  of  water  over  the  rocks  at  low-tide.  The  cost  of  their  re- 
moval would  be  slight  compared  with  the  damage  they  are  liable  to  cause. 

For  the  past  year  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  was  made  by  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3, 1876. 

A  Board  of  Engineers  was  convened  to  decide  upon  the  most  expe- 
dient plan  for  making  a  harbor  of  refuge  at  this  place;  they  reported 
three  projects,  giving  preference  to  the  first,  which  was  adopted.  The 
total  amount  estimated  for  the  completion  of  this  project  was  $231,536, 
of  which  $213,536  was  for  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  running 
southeasterly  283  yards  across  Wampasset  Shoal,  thence  easterly  400 
yards.    The  other  $18,000  was  estimated  for  dredging. 

Before  the  convening  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  specifications  for  a 
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breakwater  on  the  south  end  of  Pengain  Shoal  had  been  issued  in  accord- 
ance with  a  project  previously  approved. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  a  week  before  the  session  of  the  Board,  proposals 
were  opened.  In  view  of  a  possible  change  in  the  location  of  the  work 
an  opportunity  was  then  afforded  each  contractor  to  withdraw  his  bid, 
although  the  conditions  as  regards  depth  of  water,  exposure,  &c.,  were 
practically  the  same  on  Wampasset  as  on  Penguin  Shoal.  No  bids  were 
withdrawn,  and  the  lowest  was  presented  by  Sir.  J.  Schuyler  Crosby,  of 
'Sew  York,  being  81.45  per  ton.  Mr.  Crosby  consented  to  do  the  work 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineers,  and 
a  contract  with  him  was  drawn  up  August  1, 1875,  to  expire  July  1, 1876. 
Work  under  this  contract  was  begun  August  17, 1875,  on  the  northwest 
end  of  the  breakwater,  in  water  averaging  about  3.5  feet  depth.  With 
the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  the  coping  provided 
for  in  the  project  was  omitted  from  this  year's  work. 

The  breakwater  was  continued  for  a  length  of  770  feet,  ending  in  water 
of  15  feet  depth. 

The  total  amount  of  stone  delivered  was  14,507  tons,  and  the  contract 
was  completed  May  23, 1876. 

There  yet  remain  of  the  approved  project  63,618  cubic  yards  of  rip- 
rap to  be  put  in,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3  per  yard. 

The  work  of  the  past  year  was  done  much  below  the  estimated  figures ; 
and  equally  low,  or  possibly  lower,  rates  could  be  secured  again  if  the 
appropriation  were  large  enough  to  invite  competition. 

Fifty  thousand  dollars  could  be  expended  to  advantage  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1878. 

StoniDgton  Harbor  is  in  the  Stonington  collection-district ;  the  amount  of  re-venue 
collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  '30y  1876,  was  $1,283.68. 

In  a  report  dated  December  18, 1871,  accompanied  with  a  map  of  sur- 
vey, Mjyor  Warren  submitted  estimates  chiefly  with  a  view  to  construc- 
tion of  a  breakwater  from  Stonington  Point  and  a  sea-wall  from  Wam- 
passet Point.  The  first  appropriation  made  after  this  report  was  speci- 
fied as  "  for  dredging  in  Stonington  Harbor,''  and  was  applied  to  making 
a  depth  of  12  feet  between  the  old  breakwater  and  the  steamboat-dock. 
The  next  appropriation  was  applied  to  the  removal  of  the  upper  end  of 
Penguin  Shoal,  and  was  exhausted  in'  September,  1875.  The  last  appro- 
priation was  expended  as  described  in  this  report,  in  accordance  with 
the  project  of  a  Board  of  Engineers  convened  in  June,  1875,  to  devise  a 
plan  of  permanent  improvement.  The  result  of  the  work  of  the  two 
previous  years  was  utilized  in  this  project  as  part  of  the  increased  an- 
chorage-ground provided  for. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  several  appropriations  since  the  report  on 
the  survey  of  1871 : 

March  3, 1873.— Dredging  between  old  breakwater  and  steamboat  dock $25, 000 

June  23, 1874.— Dredging  on  Penguin  Shoal 20,000 

March  3,  1875. — Commencement  of  breakwater  at  Wampasset  Shoal 25, 000 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1675 $37,489  52 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 36, 529  77 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 959  75 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 206,536  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1873.    50, 000  00 
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C  2. 

NEW  HAVEN  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

By  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3,  1876,  $10,000  was  appro- 
priated for  the  improvement  of  New  Haven  Harbor. 

Advertisements  were  made  inviting  proposals  for  widening  the  chan- 
'  nel  between  Long  wharf  and  Belle  dock.  Bids  were  opened  June  22, 
1875,  and  the  contract  awarded  to  Mr.  Emory  B.  Seward,  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  he  being  the  lowest  bidder. 

Work  was  commenced  March  23,  1876,  with  one  dredge,  of  the 
Osgood  pattern.  Jane  19  a  second  dredge  arrived,  but  has  been 
hindered  in  her  work  by  want  of  scows.  At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year, 
43,606  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  mud  have  been  removed  from  the  chan- 
nel, making  it  315  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water. 

The  contract  is  now  about  one-half  performed;  its  completion  will 
give  a  width  in  the  13-foot  channel  of  400  feet. 

The  price  for  the  work  being  very  low,  a  recommendation  that  the 
contract  be  extended  three  months  was  approved,  and  the  work  is  still 
in  progress. 

In  a  letter  dated  January  27, 1875,  and  printed  in  Appendix  Z  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  estimates  were  sub- 
mitted for  widening  and  deepening  the  main  channel,  and  for  a  break- 
water near  the  entrance  to  the  {harbor.  To  these  I  would  respectfully 
refer,  renewing  my  recommendation  therein  contained. 

New  Haven  is  the  port  of  entry  of  the  collection-district  of  New  Haven.  The 
amount  of  revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876,  was 
.^3:^5,1 16.64. 

Since  the  last  project  was  submitted  and  approved,  January  27, 1875, 
the  only  appropriation  made  was  the  one  of  act  approved  March  3, 1875. 
Its  expenditure  is  described  in  this  report. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  appropriated  and  expended  since 
18G6: 

July  11, 1870. — Work  on  Middle  Rock,  and  beginning  at  13-foot  channel, 
'2u0  feet  wide  from  Fort  Hale  to  Long  wharf,  and  100  feet  wide  to  BeUe 
dock 815,000  00 

March  3, 1871. — Completing  the  above  channel  and  working  on  Lndington 

Rock 40,000  00 

June  10, 1872. — Beginning  channel  200  feet  wide,  16  feet  deep,  from  Fort 
Hale  to  light-house 20,000  00 

Removal  of  Liodington  Rock 15,000  00 

March  3,  1873. — Completing  channel  from  Fort  Hale  to  light-house,  and 
widening  channel  from  Long  wharf  to  Belle  dock 25, 000  00 

March  3, 1875.— Widening  to  400  feet  channel  from  Long  wharf  to  Belle 
dock 10,000  00 

LUDDINGTON  BOCK. 

Accompanying  my  letter  of  January  11,  1876,  was  transmitted  a  map 
of  a  survey  of  the  rock^  made  in  August,  1875,  and  showing  that  294 
cubic  yards  of  sand,  loose  stone,  and  rock  yet  remain  to  be  removed  be- 
fore the  required  depth  is  fully  attained.  This  the  contractor  has  re- 
peatedly expressed  his  intention  of  removing.  He  has  been  delayed 
during  the  spring  by  other  works,  but  now  promised  to  begin  opera- 
tions during  the  month  of  July.  No  work  has  been  done  on  the  rock, 
and  its  condition  is  the  same  as  at  the  time  of  my  last  report ;  its  loca- 
tion is  now  marked  by  a  can-buoy. 

No  appropriation  is  required  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,1S75 $16,237  29 

Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 y^---       4,539  95 

Amount  available  July  1, 187G,  including  §'2,49J.21  due  on  contractaL(^(3Q  11,697  34 
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C3. 

MILFORD  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  on  the  3d  of  Augast,  1875,  with  Mr.  Sid- 
ney P.  Shelboume,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  to  dredge  a  channel  100  feet 
wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water  across  the  bar  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  harbor,  to  a  point  opposite  Mr.  W.  M.  Merwin's  dock.  For  this 
purpose  $6,000  was  set  apart  from  the  appropriation  of  813,000,  the 
remainder  being  applied  to  the  construction  of  jetties.  The  contractor 
removed  622  cubic  yards  in  October,  and  then  delayed  further  opera- 
tions until  the  30th  of  March,  1876.  The  total  amount  removed  to  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  18,799  cubic  yards,  being  a  little  over  one- 
half  of  the  contract. 

A  two-months'  extension  of  the  contract  has  been  granted,  and  work 
is  still  in  progress. 

The  small  jetties  that  were  built  along  the  shore  to  retain  the  drifting 
sand  and  gravel  worked  so  effectually,  that  the  accumulated  materlai 
threatened  to  raise  the  level  of  the  beach  above  that  of  the  jetties,  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  build  the  shore  ends  higher ;  this  was  done  in 
August,  1875,  adding  a  height  of  3  feet  at  high  water  mark. 

By  a  violent  storm  on  February  14,  1876,  some  of  these  jetties  were 
injured ;  the  damage  was  not  great ;  they  were  repaired  at  small  ex- 
pense, and  the  bases  widened  so  as  to  be  more  substantial  than  before. 

On  the  1st  of  September  the  construction  of  the  long  jetty  at  the 
mouth  of  Indian  Eiver  was  begun,  work  being  done  by  day's  labor,  and 
material  being  obtained  from  the  vicinity.  This  jetty  will  be  completed 
during  the  month  of  July.  It  is  550  feet  long,  6  feet  wide  on  top,  and 
from  16  to  18  feet  wide  at  the  base,  and  10^  feet  high.  It  contains 
(June  30,  1876)  3,698  tons  of  stone,  with  about  300  tons  yet  required  to 
finish  it.  The  completion  of  this  jetty  and  of  the  channel  now  being 
dredged  will  complete  the  plan  as  originally  designed  for  improving  the 
upper  harbor. 

The  extent  of  the  channel  to  be  made  under  the  present  contract  is 
such  as  to  be  of  benefit  to  parties  owning  docks  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Wepanwog  River,  but  its  use  to  the  town  in  general  would  be  greatly 
augmented  by  carrying  the  channel  up  to  the  town  docks  an  additional 
length  of  about  one-half  mile,  involving  the  removal  of  45,000  cubic 
yards  of  mud,  at  20  cents  per  yard,  $9,000. 

If  it  appears  advisable  to  commence  the  construction  of  a  breakwater 
at  Welch's  Point,  with  a  view  to  creating  a  harbor  of  refuge  at  this 
place,  855,000  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1878.  The  reasons  for  advocating  this  scheme  were  considered 
in  my  last  annual  report,  and  still  exist. 

Milford  is  in  the  New  Haven  coUection  district)  New  Haven  being  the  nearest  port 
of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  coUected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1876,  was  8:3i^,116.64. 

June  23, 1874,  $5,000  was  appropriated  for  improving  Milford  Har- 
bor, and  was  expended  in  building  jetties  along  the  eastern  shore. 
March  3, 1875,  $13,000  was  appropriated  and  has  been  expended  as 
stated  in  this  report.  This  is  all  the  work  ever  done  by  the  General 
Government  in  improving  the  harbor  of  Milford,  Conn. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 f  13, 059  11 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 8, 352  46 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $1,399.95  due  on  contracts 4, 706  65 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 64, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     64, 000  00 
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C4. 
HOUSATONIC  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  work  was  in  progress  at  Gro- 
fat's  Bar,  making  the  channel  80  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water.  After  completion  of  this  work  it  was  found  necessary  to  dredge 
on  the  shoal  that  forms  below  Drew's  Eock  jetty,  and  during  July,  1875, 
1,636  cubic  yards  were  removed.  This  shoal  has  now  been  dredged 
off  4  times,  and  in  the  event  of  its  forming  again,  I  propose  to  cut 
through  it,  so  that  the  cut  shall  strike  the  main  channel  at  some  dis- 
tance below  the  jetty,  avoiding  the  abrupt  turn  of  the  present  channel 
and  probably  destroying  much  of  the  bad  effect  of  the  current,  which 
now  forms  an  eddy  below  Drew's  Eock,  and  stirs  up  the  material  which 
creates  the  shoal.  Each  new  formation  of  the  shoal  seem*  to  occur  at 
a  slower  rate  than  the  preceding  one,  and  since  last  July  it  has  not  in- 
creased sufficiently  to  become  a  serious  obstacle. 

An  examination  made  early  in  June  showed  no  remarkable  changes 
since  last  year.  The  worst  feature  was  the  shoaling  of  what  was  known 
as  Drew's  Bar,  about  500  feet  above  Drew's  Eock,  and  a  dredge  was  im- 
mediately placed  at  work  there.  At  the  point  where  the  channel  crosses 
the  river,  just  below  Sow  and  Pigs  Eock,  and  one-half  mile  below 
Derby,  there  has  been  some  filling ;  this  will  be  excavated.  It  seems 
probable  also  that  Mill  Bar  will  require  some  work.  On  the  whole  the 
effects  of  the  winter  have  not  been  as  damaging  as  might  have  been 
expected.  I  have  prepared  and  transmit  herewith  a  map  of  the  whole 
river  from  Huntington  bridge,  the  extreme  head  of  navigation,  to  Long 
Island  Sound,  on  a  scale  of  1,000  feet  to  the  inch.  The  contours  show 
the  locations  of  all  the  shoals,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  one  above  Drew's  Eock,  they  all  occur  at  or  immediately 
below  places  where  the  channel  crosses  from  one  bank  to  the  other.  It 
is  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  that,  without  exception,  the  channel  lies  on  the 
side  of  the  river  where  the  shore  is  steepest,  and  the  depth  of  the  chan- 
nel seems  to  vary  approximately  with  the  ratio  of  the  steepness  of  the 
sides. 

Work  on  this  river  has  been  done  by  a  dredge,  and  apparatus  hired 
by  the  day. 

I  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
the  depth  of  7  feet  secure  against  the  action  of  freshets.  A  small  ap- 
propriation every  year  will  keep  this  river  in  very  navigable  condition. 

Housatonic  River  is  the  dividing-line  between  New  Haven  and  Fairfield  counties. 
Bridgeport  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry,  where  the  revenue  collected  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  was  4,302.33. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  for  improvements  on 
this  river  : 

March  3,  1871 $15,000 

June  10, 1872 15,000 

March  3,  1873 10,000 

June  23,  1874 16,000 

March  3.  1875 5,000 

Total 55,000 

The  wing-dam  at  Sow  and  Pigs  Rock  was  built  in  1871;  that  at 
Drew's  Rock  in  1872 ;  the  rest  of  the  money  has  been  expended  in 
dredging  at  various  times  at  Huntington  Landing,  Two  Mile  Island, 
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Crofut's  Bar,  Drew's  Bar,  below  Drew's  Bock,  Mill  Bar,  and,  in  1873,  in 
removing  a  cluster  of  small  stones  and  shells  known  as  '^  The  ballast." 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $8,950  05 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4,489  94 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 4,460  11 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 


C5. 

BRIDGEPORT  HARBOR.  CONNECTICUT. 

The  appropriation  of  $15,000  by  act  approved  March  3,  1876,  was  ex- 
pended in  making  a  channel  100  feet  wide,  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean 
low- water.  The  contract  for  this  work  was  completed  in  December,  18J5. 
This  depth  will  prove  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  city  for  some  time 
to  come,  but  in  order  to  make  it  of  practical  use,  the  channel  should  be 
made  at  least  300  feet  wide,  and  with  this  object  in  view  I  recommend 
that  825,000  be  asked  for  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  total  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  completion  of  such  a  channel  is  $46,000.  Estimates  are 
given  in  detail  in  the  report  of  Mr.  W.  W.  Starr,  jr.,  assistant  engineer, 
which  is  transmitted  herewith. 

During  the  coming  autumn,  should  any  funds  be  available,  I  shall 
make  a  careful  examination  of  the  harbor  to  determine  what  has  been 
the  effect  of  the  jetty,  and  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  desirable  to  carry 
it  out  into  deeper  water. 

Bridgeport  is  the  port  of  entry  of  the  Fairfield  oollection-district.  The  amount  of 
revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876,  was  $4,302.33. 

In  a  letter  of  January  12, 1871,  a  plan  was  submitted  with  estimates 
for  a  line  of  dolphins,  extending  2,600  feet  from  shore,  with  a  jetty  be- 
tween high  and  low  water  marks ;  also  for  dredging  a  channel  14  feet 
deep  and  200  feet  wide,  the  total  estimated  cost  being  $196,000.  Sub- 
sequently it  was  decided  to  substitute  for  the  line  of  dolphins  a  riprap 
jetty,  which  in  1872  and  1873  was  carried  out  a  length  of  1,380  feet. 
Further  work  on  the  jetty  was  then  suspended  on  account  of  the  imper- 
ative need  of  an  increased  depth  and  width  of  channel.  By  reason  of 
the  large  cost  of  dredging  to  14  feet  depth,  it  seemed  advisable  to  make 
the  channel  at  first  9  feet  deep,  so  as  to  afford  an  immediate  relief  to 
the  growing  commerce  of  the  city,  and  part  of  the  appropriation  made 
in  1872  with  those  of  1873  and  1874  were  devoted  to  dredging  a  9-foot 
channel  of  a  width  nowhere  less  than  300  feet. 

The  appropriation  of  1875  was  expended,  as  stated  in  this  report,  in 
making  a  12-foot  channel  100  feet  wide. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  appropriated  for  Bridgeport 
Harbor : 

March3,1871 $20,000 

June  10, 1872 40,000 

March  3, 1873 30,000 

June  23, 1874 20,000 

March  3, 187.5 15,000 

Total ^  125,000 
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Money  statement 

Amo.uDt  available  July  1, 1875 ^22,817  09 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 22, 7G2  24 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 ^ 54  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  recjuired  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 25.000  00 


REPORT  OF  MR.   W.   W.  STARR,   JR.,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  July  1,  1876. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1876,  on  the  improvement  of  Bridgeport  Harbor,  Connecticut. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  (ending  June  30,  1875,)  the  contract  for  dredging, 
dated  September  16, 1874,  with  Mr.  E.  R.  Seward,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  had  not  been  com- 
pleted. DuriDg  the  first  month  of  the  year  just  closed,  sufficient  material  was  removed 
to  exhaust  the  appropriation  under  which  the  work  was  done  and  to  complete  the  con- 
tract. The  amount  removed  under  that  contract  after  June  30, 1875,  was  18,672  cubic 
yards,  as  follows:  11,677  cubic  yards  of  sand  from  the  east  side  of  the  outer  bar,  97 
cubic  vards  o^  sand  from  the  inner  bar,  and  6,898  cubic  yards  of  mud  from  the  west 
side  of  the  channel  above  the  inner  beacon,  making  the  depth  at  least  9  feet  at  mean 
low  water. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1875,  ($15,000,)  you  entered  into  a  contract  with 
Mr.  E.  R.  Seward,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  to  dredge  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep 
at  mean  low-water,  from  the  12-foot  curve  outside  the  light-house  to  the  docks,  he 
being  the  lowest  bidder  when  the  proposals  were  opened.  The  prices  were  as  follows  : 
for  the  outer  bar,  16  cents  per  cubic  yard  ;  for  the  inner  bar,  15  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
and  above  the  inner  beacon,  10  cents  per  cubic  vard. 

Work  was  commenced  July  27  and  completed  December  24, 1875,  three  dredges  of 
the  Osgood  pattern  being  at  work  during  most  of  the  time.  The  whole  amount  of 
material  removed  was  100,264  cubic  yards,  as  follows:  34,913  cubic  yards  from  the 
outer  bar,  17,694  cnbic.yards  from  the  inner  bar,  and  47,657  cubic  yards  from  above  the 
inner  beacon,  making  a  channel  105  to  110  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low 
water. 

The  following  estimates  for  continuing  the  work  of  improvement  in  this  harbor  are 
respectfully  submitted.  They  are  the  estimates  of  last  year,  with  such  changes  only 
as  are  made  necessaiy  by  the  work  since  done. 

For  a  channel  12  feet  deep,  200  feet  wide : 

49,305  cubic  yards  of  sand,  at  20  cents 89,861  OO 

101,042  cubic  yards  of  mud,  at  15  cents 15,156  30 

150,347  cubic  yards 25,017  30 

Throe  hundred  feet  wide : 

102,314  cubic  yards  of  sand,  at  20  cents $20,462  80 

168,634  cubic  yards  of  mud,  at  15  cents 25,295  10 

270,948  cubic  yards 45,757  90 

In  the  foregoing  estimates  no  allowance  was  made  for  superstructure,  office  ex- 
penses, &c. 

The  breakwater  should  have  a  few  repairs  in  the  shape  of  some  heavy  stones  at  the 
head ;  some  that  were  dislodged  from  the  top  of  the  wall  by  the  heavy  ice  of  the  winter 
of  1874-75,  should  be  replaced.  The  whole  cost  would  not  amount,  probably,  to  more 
than  $350. 

Before  further  work  is  done  in  the  harbor,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a 
thorough  examination  be  made  of  the  channel,  with  a  view  to  determining  what 
action  the  breakwater  and  the  currents  of  ebb.  and  flood  have  upon  the  same,  and. 
whether  the  channel  is  filling  or  not. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  W.  Starr,  Jr., 

AssUtant  Engineer, 

Col.  J.  W.  Barlow, 

Corps  of  EngineerSf  U.  S.  A. 
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C5. 
SOUTHPOBT  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

With  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  by  act  approved  March  3, 
1875,  a  coping  2  feet  thick  and  5  feet  wide  was  placed  npon  the  whole 
length  of  the  breakwater,  except  a  short  distance  above  high-water 
mark,  where  its  place  was  supplied  by  a  fence  of  yellow  pine  2J  feet 
high  and  135  feet  long.  In  order  to  attain  a  uniform  slope  for  the  whole 
wall  itVas  found  necessary  to  raise  the  level  in  some  places  with  rubble- 
stone.  '  Rubble  had  also  to  be  used  in  places  to  make  a  good  bed  for  the 
coping ;  183.7  cubic  yards  of  rubble  were  used  for  these  purposes.  The 
report  of  Mr.  F.  N.  Lincoln,  inspector  of  the  work,  is  transmitted  here- 
with. 

In  connection  with  this  improvement,  I  had  a  survey  of  Southport 
Harbor  made,  a  map  and  report  on  which,  by  Mr.  Wm.  W.  Starr,  jr., 
assistant  engineer,  accompany  this  report. 

From  Mr.  Starr's  estimates  it  will  be  seen  that  to  dredge  a  channel  4 
feet  deep  will  cost  about  $8,000.  There  is  but  a  small  tidal  basin  above 
Southport  Harbor,  and  no  appreciable  effect  could  be  expected  from 
scouring.  Such  a  channel,  exposed  as  it  would  be  to  the  full  force  of 
the  waves  of  Long  Island  Sound,  would  require,  to  keep  it  permanent,  a 
jetty  on  the  east  side,  the  cost  of  which  could  not  be  less  than  $50,000. 
The  necessary'repairs  of  the  dike  are  small,  and  can  probably  be  accom- 
plished from  the  remainder  of  last  year's  appropriation. 

Southport  Harbor  is  in  the  Fairfield  collection-district,  of  which  Bridgeport  is  the 
port  of  entry.  The  amoant  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jun  e 
30, 1876,  was  $4,302.33. 

The  only  appropriation  made  for  improving  Southport  Harbor  since 
the  completion  of  the  breakwater  in  1838  was  that  of  $5,000  made  by 
act  approved  March  3, 1875,  and  expended  as  described  in  this  report. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $5,000  0 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4,616  0 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 383  9 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  0  o 


report  of  mr.  p.  n.  lincoln,  inspector. 

Engineer  Office,  U.  S.  Army  , 

Ketv  London f  Conn.,  June  30, 1876. 

CTlonel  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  you,  I  procee>ded  to  Southport,  Conn 
August  24,  1875,  to  take  charge  of  the  repairs  on  the  breakwater  at  that  place.    Th® 
work  was  to  consist  of  a  coping  2  feet  thick  over  the  old  breakwater,  which  was  built 
about  forty  years  ago  and  was  badly  shattered  on  top  by  the  action  of  the  sea. 

This  coping,  for  which  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Beattie  &  Dresser,  were  then  deliver- 
ing stone,  was  to  be  laid  2  feet  thick  and  5  feet  wide,  of  single  stones  laid  as  headers 
and  brought  to  a  3-inch  joint.  September  4,  the  working  party  arrived  and  com- 
menced placing  the  stones  in  position  on  the  wall.  This  work,  starting  from  a  point 
about  one-quarter  of  the  distance  from  the  shore  end,  was  prosecuted  in  both  directions, 
as  the  stage  of  the  tide  would  permit,  until  its  completion  January  8, 1876.  The  work 
progressed  slowly,  for  two  reasons :  principally  because  the  stone  furnished,  although 
of  satisfactory  size  and  quality,  was  so  roughly  quarried  that  much  time  was  necessa- 
rily expended  in  working  it  down  to  the  desired  joints ;  and  secondarily,  because  there 
were  several  places  in  which  the  old  wall  had  to  be  rebuilt  to  secure  a  good  founda  - 
tion. 

For  a  length  of  853  feet,  the  new  coping  was  laid  on  top  of  the  old  wall  aft^r  simply 
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bringiDg  the  latter  to  an  eveii  surface.  For  the  remainiDg  183  feet  at  the  shore  end  of 
the  work,  the  old  breakwater  was  raised  0.5  foot  before  placing  the  coping.  This  was 
done  to  catch  the  sand  which  the  sonthesHt  storms  roll  along  the  beach,  and  more 
effectually  prevent  its  rolling  over  the  breakwater  into  the  channel. 

As  a  ^ard  against  the  sand  which  sometimes  in  severe  blows  rolls  over  the  old  work 
at  a  point  where  coping  was  not  deemed  necessary,  a  fence  2^  feet  high,  of  2-inch 
southern-pine  plank,  securely  spiked  to  chestnut  posts  7  inches  square,  sunk  4^  feet 
into  the  ground  at  intervals  of  7|  feet,  was  built  in  the  line  of  breakwater  for  a  length 
of  135  feet  from  its  shore  end,  the  top  of  the  fence  being  on  a  Idvel  with  the  top  of  the 
shore  end  of  the  coping. 

In  addition  to  3H6.6  cubic  yards  of  coping  used  over  a  length  of  1,036  feet,  183.7 
cubic  yards  of  rubble-stone  were  used  in  hlliug  gaps  in  the  old  wall  and  in  bringing  it 
to  a  proper  level  to  receive  the  coping. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  N.  Lincoln. 

Col.  J.  W.  Barlow, 

Corps  of  Engineers y  U.  S.  A. 


REPORT  OF  MR.   W.  W.   STARR,  JR.,  ASSISTANT  KNGINEER. 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  March  15, 1876. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  and  estimates,  with  ac- 
companying map,  of  a  survey  of  Southport  Harbor,  Connecticut,  made  by  your  direc- 
tion, during  the  month  of  September,  1875.  I 

The  survey  was  commenced  September  2, 1875,  and  completed  September  8,  with  but 
little  interruption  by  bad  weather.  Tidal  observations  were  made  through  half  a 
lunation,  day  tides  only  being  observed.  A  mean  low- water  plane  was  found  and 
bench-marks  referring  to  this  plane  were  established  as  follows :  On  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  north  beacon,  fifth  course  from  the  top,  elevation,  9.24  feet ;  and  on  the 
northeast  comer  of  Charles  Jennings's  lower  dock,  elevation,  9.06  feet.  The  mean  rise 
and  fall  of  tide  is  6.64  feet.    The  map  was  made  during  the  winter. 

Estimates  have  been  made  for  a  cnannel  50  feet  wide  from  deep  water  to  the  upper 
dooks,  as  follows : 

A  channel  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  will  require  the  removal  of  about 

40,200  cubic  yards  of  sand,  to  cost  about  25  cents  per  yard $10, 050 

Add  10  per  cent,  for  superintendence,  &c 1,CK)5 

Total 11,055 

A  channel  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  will  require  the  removal  of  about 

29,400  cubic  yards  of  sand,  to  cost  about  25  cents  per  yard 7, 350 

Add  10  per  cent,  for  superintendence 735 

Total 8,  OS) 

Rock  in  place  may  be  met  with  in  the  vicinity  of  White  Rock  to  the  amount  of  from  15 
to  20  cubic  yards,  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  remove  in  case  the  harbor  is  dredged. 
To  do  it,  would  cost  from  $12  to  $15  per  yard,  say  $200  for  the  whole  quantity. 

The  dike  extending  north  from  the  shore  end  of  the  breakwater  and  parallel  to  the 
channel  requires  repairing.  The  walls  are  in  good  condition,  but  the  waves  Iteve 
washed  out  some  of  the  earth  filling  between  them.  This  should  be  replaced.  It  would 
probably  average  2  feet  of  filling  to  be  placed  along  the  whole  length,  or  about  500 
cubic  yards  of  coarse  sand  and  gravel.  This,  if  put  in  place  by  scows  and  barrows, 
would  cost  about  30  cents  per  yard :  but  if  taken  from  a  dredge  at  work  in  the  chan- 
nel, the  cost  of  extra  handling  should  not  exceed  10  cents  per  yard.  The  total  cost  of 
repairing  the  dike  should  not  exceed  $150. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  W.  Starr,  Jr., 

Assistant  Engineer, 
'  Col.  J.  W.  Barlow, 

Corps  of  Engineers  V.  S,  A, 
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C7. 

NORWALK  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

At  the  writing  of  my  last  animal  report  work  on  this  river  was  in 
progress  under  a  contract  with  Mr.  Emory  E.  Seward,  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
dated  September  7, 1874,  and  expiring  (by  a  two  months'  extension) 
August  31,  1875.  The  work  was  completed  August  11,  1875,  36,715 
cubic  yards  having  been  removed,  making  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and 
6  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  from  the  railroad-bridge  at  South  Nor- 
walk,  to  the  stone  bridge  at  Norwalk. 

The  contract  price  being  lower  than  was  estimated,  it  was  found  pos- 
sible, after  completing  the  cut  through  the  Middle  Ground,  to  remove 
a  much  larger  amount  of  material  from  near  the  railroad-bridge  than 
had  been  contemplated. 

Under  an  appropriation  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875, 
after  duly  receiving, proposals,  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  Messrs. 
H.  N.  and  A.  J.  Beardsley,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  dated  July  21,  1875. 
The  proposed  plan  of  work  was  to  cut  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  6  feet 
deep,  from  Gregory's  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  W.  Jennings's 
wharf,  but,  as  the  previous  contract  had  done  part  of  this  work  dur- 
ing the  time  of  its  extension,  this  appropriation  proved  suflQcient  to 
make  the  channel  from  100  to  120  feet  wide  below  the  wagon- bridge  and 
60  feet  wide  above  this  bridge  to  the  lower  end  of  the  preceding  year's 
work.  The  contractors  began  work  September  28, 1875,  and  finished 
November  17,  1875,  having  removed  44,444  cubic  yards. 

To  make  the  channel  100  feet  wide  from  the  railroad-bridge  to  the 
Norwalk  docks,  at  the  present  depth  of  6  feet,  will  cost  $30,000.  This 
will  give  a  100  foot  channel  all  the  way  up  from  Long  Island  Sound,  and 
it  is  reconamended  that  the  project  be  undertaken.  A  width  of  80  feet 
will  cost  about  one-half  as  much,  and  $15,000  could  be  advantageously 
expended  for  this  purpose  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Norwalk  is  in  the  Fairfield  collection-district,  and  Bridgeport  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876,  was  $4,302.:«. 

In  a  report  of  survey,  dated  December  16, 1871,  a  channel  100  feet 
wide  and  6  feet  deep  was  projected,  at  a  cost  of  $34,000,  the  estimates 
being  based  on  a  rate  for  dredging  per  cubic  yard  of  20  cents.  On  ao- 
coant  of  unforeseen  diflBiculties,  particularly  in  reference  to  the  dumping, 
the  last  contract  was  the  only  one  that  has  been  let  as  low  as  the  esti- 
mated rates.  The  amount  of  material  was  probably  also  underestimated, 
and  no  allowance  was  made  for  the  tilling,  which  is  an  inevitable  result 
where  small  appropriations  make  it  necessary  to  continue  the  work  over 
a  number  of  years.  It  is  believed  that  the  present  estimate  of  830,000 
is  sufficiently  to  fully  complete  this  channel  to  the  originally  proposed 
width. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  for  the  improvement  of 
Norwalk  Kiver,  and  expended  in  dredging  at  the  rates  per  yard  annexed 
to  each  appropriation : 

June  10, 1872 810,000  00  24^  cent^. 

March  3,  1873 10,000  00  45    centN. 

June  23,1874 10,000  00  23    cent^. 

March  3, 1875 7,000  00  13i  cent-^ 

Total 37,000  00 
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Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $12,566  94 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 12, 376  32 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 190  62 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30. 0< >0  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ld7d .  1 5, 000  00 


C  8. 

PORT  JEFFERSON  HARBOR,  LONG  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK. 

The  appropriation  of  815,000  by  act  approved  March  3,  1875,  was  di- 
vided between  dredging  and  stone- work.  The  latter  was  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  jetty  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor  entiaice  and  a  con- 
tract was  entered  into  with  Mr.  Francis  H.  Smith,  of  New  York,  to 
deliver  stone  at  the  rate  of  81.44  per  gross  ton.  Owing  to  bad  weather 
and  several  disasters  to  the  vessels  employed,  Mr.  Smith  failed  to  com- 
plete his  contract  by  the  30th  of  June.  An  extension  of  ten  days  was 
granted,  in  which  time  the  stipulated  amount  of  stone  will  be  delivered. 
This  will  leave  the  jetty  about  475  feet  long,  of  a  triangular  cross-sec- 
tion, with  slopes  of  1  on  1,  and  rea<;hing  4  feet  above  high-water  level. 
Up  to  the  30th  of  June,  3,192  tons  of  stone  had  been  delivered.  The 
effect  of  this  jetty  has  been  already  to  collect  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  sand  and  gravel  on  its  western  side  and  to  bring  the  lines  of  direction 
of  flood  and  ebb  currents  nearly  parallel.  The  middle  ground  opposite 
the  end  of  the  east  jetty  has  been  washed  down  by  the  concentrated 
action  of  the  currents,  so  that  now  there  is  3.5  feet  at  low  water  where 
a  year  ago  it  was  nearly  bare  at  the  same  stage  of  tide.  It  will  be  de- 
sirable to  continue  this  jetty  probably  about  GOO  feet  farther,  requiring 
about  7,000tons  of  granite,  at  81.75  per  ton,  812,250. 

The  contract  for  dredging  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Sidney  F.  Shelbourne, 
of  New  London,  Conn.,  at  the  rate  of  27  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  con- 
tractor displayed  a  great  deal  of  reluctance  in  beginning  this  work. 
Finally,  in  October,  1875,  he  moved  a  dredge  to  the  locality  and  worked 
for  a  part  of  two  days,  removing  165  cubic  yards.  No  further  work  has 
been  done,  and  his  contract  expired  by  limitation  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year.  I  shall,  therefore,  at  an  early  day,  submit  a  project  for  doing 
the  work  by  hiring  a  dredge  for  the  purpose. 

The  breakwater  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbor  entrance  is  badly  in 
need  of  repair.  There  are  openings  in  it  so  large  as  to  seriously  impair 
its  efficiency,  allowing  sand  and  gravel  to  wash  freely  through.  I  quote 
from  a  report  of  Mr.  G.  N.  Weaver,  inspector  of  the  construction  of  the 
jetty : 

Ever  since  my  arrival  here  I  have  been  greatly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing the  east  breakwater  raised  and  repaired  as  soon  as  possible.  During  every  easterly 
storm  this  coast  is  visited  by  a  high  sea  which  entirely  covers  the  work,  and,  sweeping 
over  the  beach,  bears  a  vast  amount  of  material  into  the  channel. '  There  is  200  feet  of 
the  shore-end  of  this  work  that  has  become  entirely  covered  with  sand  and  gravel. 
This  portion  must  have  settled  very  much,  for  the  top  of  it  at  i)resent  is  3  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  beach. 

The  whgle  eastern  work  is  very  much  in  need  of  repairs.  There  is  but  a  very  small 
portion  that  has  been  raised  above  high  water,  and  in  many  places  the  stones  are  so 
large  as  to  leave  voids  large  enough  for  sand  and  gravel  to  pass  through  freely,  forming 
a  shoal  just  west  of  the  work.  The  highest  part  of  this  shoal  is  about  25  feet  away, 
and  is  3  feet  higher  than  that  immediately  adjacent  to  the  breakwater. 

We  cannot  expect  to  realize  much  improvement  at  the  entrance  until  this  work  has 
been  raised ;  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  this  portion  of  the  improvement 
receive  your  attention  as  soon  as  you  find  it  convenient. 
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This  breakwater  ought  also  to  be  extended  farther  out,  in  order  to 
prevent  sand-washing  around  the  outer  end.  To  carry  it  to  the  9-foot 
curve  would  cost,  as  stated  in  my  last  report,  about  $16,000.  Twenty 
thousand  dollars  could  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  next  fiscal 
year,  to  be  divided  between  the  old  and  new  works,  as  may  at  the  time 
appear  most  advisable. 

Port  JeffersoD  is  in  the  New  York  collection-district,  Now  York  boing  the  nearest 

?ort  of  entry.    I  have  not  yet  ascertained  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  in  New 
ork  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1876. 

The  first  appropriation  made  for  this  harbor  was  in  1871.  This  and 
that  of  the  following  year  were  expended  in  constructing  the  breakwater 
on  the  east  side  of  the  entrance.  The  next  appropriation  was  made  in 
1875,  and  has  been  expended  as  described  in  this  report.  The  following 
is  a  statement  of  the  respective  amounts : 

March  3,  1871  ....: ^15,000 

June  10,1872 15,000 

March3,1875 15,000 

Total 45.000 

Money  staiement. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $15,98S  37 

Amount  expended  during  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4, 9^2  14 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  iucUuling  8^,0'2'2.90  due  on  contracts 11,006  23 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 6,000  OU 

Amount  (estimate<l)  required  for  complt>.tion  of  existing  project 22, 250  00 

Amount  that  can  be  -profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  euaing  June  30, 1878.  20, 000  00 


Cg. 

PECONIC  RIVER,  LONG  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK. 

No  work  was  done  on  the  improvement  of  this  river  during  the  past 
fiscal  year.    The  channel  previously  dredged  is  still  in  good  condition. 

There  remains  a  balance  of  $285.45  of  the  appropriation  made  by  act 
of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873. 


C  ID. 

SURVEY  OF  THE  CHANNEL  OF  WEST  HAVEN  HARBOR,  NEAR  NEW  HAVEN, 

CONN. 

Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army, 

li^ew  London^  Conn,,  January  11,  1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report,  accompanied  by 
that  of  assistant  engineeer,  Mr.  H.  N.  Babcock,  on  the  survey  of  West 
Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut. 

This  survey  was  authorized  by  a  paragraph  of  section  2  of  an  act  of 
Congress  making  appropriations  for  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and 
harbors,  &c.,  approved  March  3, 1875.  The  survey  was  made  in  the 
latter  part  of  September.  Its  object  was  to  lay  out  a  plan  and  make  es- 
timates for  increasing  the  available  depth  of  the  channel  from  2^  to  6 
feet  at  mean  low-water. 

West  Haven  is  a  town  of  about  3,000  inhabitants,  lying  just  west  of 
the  city  of  ^ew  Haven,  and  separated  from  it  by  West  River.    The 
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principal  businesa  of  the  place,  which  would  be  favorably  affected  by  the 
desired  improvement,  is  the  traffic  in  lumber  and  coal,  and  ship-building, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  $100,000  per  year.  The  harbor  is 
in  an  indentation  from  New  Haven  Harbor.  It  is  quite  completely  shel- 
tered, but  too  far  inland  to  be  of  any  value  as  a  harbor  of  refuge.  The 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  improvement  must  be  considered  as 
only  of  local  importance. 

The  estimate  for  dredging  the  line  of  the  present  channel  is  $11,340. 
This  plan  is  the  only  one  that,  either  in  feasibility  or  economy,  seems 
worthy  of  consideration;  it  would  give  a  depth  at  high-water  of  12  feet, 
the  rise  of  tide  being  practically  the  same  as  in  New  Haven  Harbor, 
6.06  feet.  The  length  along  this  channel  of  water-front  which  would  be 
available  for  wharves  is  about  one-half  mile. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  there  has  never  been  any 
dredging  done  in  West  Haven  Harbor,  either  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment or  by  private  parties. 

West  Haven  is  in  the  New  Haven  collection-district,  and  New  Haven  is  the  nearest 
lort  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
une  30, 1875,  was  §345,331.17. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Barlow, 
Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Hu^iphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A. 


5: 


report  op  mr.  hbnry  n.  babcock,  assistant  engineer. 

Engineer-Office,  United  States  Army, 

Netv  London f  Conn,,  December  22,  1875. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report,  with  the  map  of  the 
survey  of  West  Haven  Harbor,  Coonecticnt: 

The  survey  was  begun  on  the  20th  of  September  last,  and  finished  the  same  month. 
A  base-line  1,575  feet  long  was  chained  along  the  causeway  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
harbor,  and  the  sounding-stations  located  bv  angles  from  this  base.  The  following 
points  also  were  carefully  located  by  triangulation,  viz : 

West  gable  of  Jeremiah  Smith's  house.  Oyster  Point. 

North  gable  of  north  watch-house. 

North  gable  of  south  watch-house.  \ 

Cupola  of  Harris  Eames's  house,  West  Haven. 

Spire  of  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  West  Haven. 

Iron  smoke-stack  in  Hotchkiss's  lumber-yard,  West  Haven. 

The  tide-gauge  used  was  placed  against  the  dock  of  Richards's  lumber-yard,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  bench-mark  established  in  1874  from  tidal  observations  previously  made  by 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey.    Following  is  a  description  of  its  location : 

"  Spike  in  top  of  a  fence-post  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Howard  avenue,  Oyster 
Point,  south  of  Sea  street,  and  at  the  soatheast  corner  of  a  yard  owned  by  Mrs.  Kelsey, 
which  is  south  of  and  adjacent  to  the  school-house  grounds.  Elevation  above  mean 
low- water,  27.464  feet." 

The  soundings  were  located  by  intersecting  angles.  The  specification  in  the  act  of 
Congress  under  which  this  survey  was  made  called  for  a  survey  of  the  channel  of 
West  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut,  and  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  make  a  topo- 
graphical survey  of  the  shore.  The  high-water  mark  and  the  corners  of  the  docks  were 
located  in  connection  with  the  soundings. 

The  map  is  drawn  to  a  scale  of  200  feet  to  the  inch,  and  includes  all  of  the  harbor 
available  for  navigation.  Above  the  causeway  is  a  meadow  of  considerable  area,  but 
not  of  much  effect  as  a  tide-basin,  since  it  is  scarcely  covered  ^t  high- water.  The  har- 
bor receives  also  the  fresh  water  £rom  West  River,  a  small  stream  of  about  15  miles  la 
ength. 

The  object  with  a  view  to  which  this  survey  was  asked  for  was  the  deepening  of  the 
ohannel  from  its  debouchure  into  New  Haven  Harbor  to  the  West  Haven  docks,  so  as 
to  gain  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low- water ;  the  present  available  depth  is  2.8  feet ;  the 
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length  of  the  channel  is  1  mile.  To  be  of  use,  the  dredged  channel  should  be  not 
less  than  60  feet  wide.  This  improvement  would  require  the  removal  of  63,000  cubie 
yards  of  mod,  at  18  cents  per  yard,  amounting  to  $11,340.  By  following  more  exactly 
the  line  of  the  present  channel,  a  saving  of  removal  of  3,000  cubic  yards  could  be 
effect-ed  at  the  expense  of  introducing  two  additional  angles  in  the  channel. 

There  is  in  West  Haven  an  opinion  in  favor  of  cutting  the  channel  in  a  southeasterly 
direction  through  the  flats  and  ''  The  Beach.''  This  opinion  is  sustained  by  the  belief 
that, the  tide,  acting  directly  through  this  channel,  would  keep  it  open  and  at  the  same 
time  would  prevent  the  ebb  from  depositing  material  in  New  Haven  Harbor.  The  ex- 
pense of  this  improvement  would  be  about  two  and  a  half  times  as  great  as  the  one 
above  considered.  I  cannot  believe,  either  that  a  narrow  channel  through  so  large  a 
mass  of  loose  sand  as  '*  The  Beach  "  would  keep  open  in  a  southeast  storm  and  flood- tide. 
The  material  on  "  The  Beach  "  and  outside  is  sand  and  shells,  that  inside  is  mud ;  the 
depth  of  the  mud  in  the  harbor  is  very  great,  some  of  the  wharf-piles  being  driven  down 
18  feet  before  striking  solid  bottom. 

There  is  no  damping-ground  inside  the  harbor  that  could  be  used  even  at  high 
water  without  interfering  with  private  oyster-grounds ;  the  distance  to  the  dumping- 
ground  at  the  month  of  New  Haven  Harbor  is  about  5^  miles. 

The  amount  of  merchandise  received  at  West  Haven  by  water  is  about  5,000  tons 
per  annum,  valued  at  over  $100,000.  At  the  ship-yard  there  are  built  on  an  average 
2  vessels  per  year,  generally  three-masted  schooners,  ranging  from  500  to  800  tons  bur- 
den. The  harbor  is  seldom  closed  by  ice  for  more  than  six  or  eight  weeks  during  the 
winter.    The  popnlation  of  West  Haven  is  about  3,000. 

For  the  above  statistics  I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Richards. 

I  was  assisted  on  the  survey  by  Messrs.  F.  N.  Lincoln,  N.  B.  Craig,  and  W.  C.  Gra- 
ham. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  N.  Babcock, 
4  Asaistant  Engines: 

Col.  J.  W.  Barlow, 

Major  Corps  of  Engineer s^  U.8.A. 


APPENDIX  D. 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  JOHN   NEWTON,  CORPS^ 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 

1876.    • 

United  States  Engineer-Office, 

ISew  TorA;,  July  14, 1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annual  reports 
upon  the  works  under  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,. 
1876. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Newton, 
lAeut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S»  A. 


D  I. 

IMPROVING  HUDSON  ^IVER,  NEW  YORK. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Willard,  Corps  of  Engineers,  assistant,  stationed  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  has  continued  to  superintend  these  operations,  and  from 
his  report  I  make  the  following  extracts : 

No  regular  and  continued  Barveys  were  undertaken  ;  but  resurveys  and  examina- 
tions Tvere  made  from  time  to  time,  as  required.    The  results  have  been  submitted  to 
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you  as  far  as  they  have  been  completed.  They  comprise  Round  and  Fish-House  Shoals, 
Cuyler's  Bar,  the  old  State  dam,  Winnie's  Bar,  Cedar  Hill  Bar,  Coeyman's,  and  New 
Baltimore,  done  last  season,  and  Cuyler*s  Bar  and  the  Overslaugh,  the  latter  exam- 
ined twice,  and  Coeyman's  and  New  Baltimore,  done  this  season.  The  party  is  now 
engaged  in  resurvey  of  the  upper  section  from  Port  Schuyler  to  Bath. 

The  levels  from  Troy  to  Stuyvesant  have  been  revised  and  compared  with  former 
work.  The  results  from  independent  lines  taken  by  different  parties  substantially 
agree. 

Mr.  Talcott  has  proved  himself  invaluable  and  untiring ;  his  party  is  well  trained, 
small  in  number,  but  zealous,  hard-working  men.  I  have  tried  the  plan  of  taking 
young  graduates  and  students  from  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy,  and 
am  well  satisfied  with  the  results.  These  young  men  are  anxious  to  gain  practical 
knowledge,  and  are  willing  to  work  hard  for  low  pay,  and  their  work  is  accurate  and 
thorough. 

Surveys  are  required  from  time  to  time,  not  only  ta discover  the  action 
of  the  works  already  executed,  but  also  to  assist  in  choosing  the  loca- 
tion of  new  dikes.  Surveys  are  likewise  necessary  whenever  it  is  neces- 
sary to  construct  a  new  dike  or  to  dredge. 

Accurate  surveys  are  not  only  necessary  to  carry  on  a  system  of  river 
improvement,  but  they  serve  actually  to  promote  economy. 

The  dike  at  New  Baltimore  was  the  only  new  work  put  down  during  the  year.  It 
was  not  begun  till  late  in  the  season,  and  though  every  effort  was  made  to  have  it 
finished  in  time,  the  sudden  cold  weather  of  November  24  overtook  the  contractor  and 
put  an  end  to  any  continuous  work.  The  work  was  accepted  and  paid  for  in  May, 
1876.  A  cross-dike,  to  connect  the  main  work  with  the  shore,  was  let  'at  the  same 
price,  after  a  careful  estimate  and  comparison  of  cost  with  other  plans.  It  was  finished 
on  November  20,  1875,  and  was  paid  for  at  once,  being  regarded  as  outside  the  con- 
tract. 

The  length  of  main  dike  is  2,914  feet,  and  cost,  at  $4.84 $14, 103  76 

The  cross-dike  is  314  feet,  and  cost 1,.519  76 

Forthe  work,  3,228feet 13,623  52 

Inspector's  pay,  2  months 166  66 

Gross  cost 15,790  18 

Dredging  was  done  at  Cedar  Hill,  along  the  middle  dike  at  Goeyman's, 
and  along  the  new  dike  at  New  Baltimore;  at  Cedar  Hill  7,000  cabic 
yards,  at  20  cents,  which  included  lifting  a  portion  of  the  material  over 
the  dike ;  from  Coeyman's  bar  12,000  cubic  yards  were  removed,  at  a 
cost  of  15  cents ;  at  the  new  dike  near  New  Baltimore  6,000  cubic  yards 
were  removed,  at  a  cost  of  16  cents. 

The  amount  paid  for  dredging  was  $3,919.15  ;  for  inspector's  pay,  $158.67;  and  for 
extra  labor,  $90.00,  making,  in  all^  $4,167.82,  for  about  24,000  cubic  yards.  This  amount 
Av as  judiciously  laid  out,  as  may  l)e  seen  from  the  maps  made  last  year  and  compared 
with  those  made  this  season.  It  is  hoped  that  the  State  may  relieve  us  from  further 
work  of  dredging. 

All  the  dikes  suffered  to  some  extent  during  the  winter  of  1874-75,  and  especially' 
the  cheaper  ones.  I  restored  those  most  needing  repair,  viz :  Crib-dike  at  Hill-House 
Island,  Base  Island,  Bath,  Patroon's,  Van  Wies,  Cow  Island,  (which  I  also  raised  one 
foot,)  Cedar  Hill,  Castleton,  and  the  dikes  at  Coeyman's. 

Before  undertaking  the  work,  I  invited  proposals  for  labor  and  material,  and  for 
stone.  The  labor,  iron,  and  timber  were  furnished  by  John  B.  Marshall,  and  the  stone 
by  A.  S.  V.  Vanderpool,  the  lowest  bidders.  The  amounts  have  been  given  in  detail  in 
the  vouchers.  The  amount  of  stone  delivered  was  1,9624^  cubic  yards.  The  cost  of 
repair  was  §1,567.43  ;  of  stone,  $1,157.87  ;  and  the  pay  of  inspector,  $54.66 ;  making,  in 
-all,  82,779.76.    The  amount  allotted  was  $4,150. 

Last  winter  was  unusually  hai'd  on  our  works.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the 
damage  done  by  ice,  and  by  currents  undermining  some  of  the  dikes,  I  think  $5,000 
should  be  reserved  for  repairs  during  the  summer. 

The  State  appropriated  $40,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  State 
•engineer.    The  act  was  approved  by  the  governor  in  May. 

The  use  of  the  information  compiled  in  our  charts  has  been  offered  to 
the  State  engineer  to  serve  to  locate  the  lines  of  dredging,  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  under  the  system  now  begun  of  cordial  co-operation 
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between  the  State  and  the  United  States  engineer,  excellent  results  may- 
be confidently  expected,  both  in  economy  and  benefit  to  navigation. 

The  dike  built  during  the  past  fiscal  year  from  Barren  Island  toward 
New  Baltimore  is  necessary,  in  order  to  re-establish  the  channel  in  the 
old  and  more  natural  direction.  The  preservation  of  a  deep  channel 
along  the  New  Baltimore  dike,  constructed  by  the  State  of  New  York 
some  years  since,  has  been  practically  proved  to  be  impossible,  without 
extensive  additional  works. 

The  new  channel  laid  out  will  possess  the  great  advantages  of  being 
the  track  of  both  flood  and  ebb  tides,  whereas  the  present  can  only  be 
an  ebb-tide  channel. 

To  complete  the  present  improvement,  it  would  first  be  necessary  to 
dredge  at  the  proposed  channel,  (to  which  object  the  State  appropria- 
tion will  be  partially  devoted,)  and  then  to  cut  off  the  existing  channel 
by  a  dike  extending  from  the  New  Baltimore  State  dike  to  the  middle 
ground,  upon  which  the  light-beacon  is  situated. 

An  old  cross-dike  in  the  back  channel  near  the  head  of  Bogart's 
Island,  serving  only  the  bad  purpose  of  directing  the  currents  during 
freshets  loaded  with  sand  over  the  Overslaugh  dike  into  the  main 
channel,  and  filling  up  the  same  with  sand,  should  be  removed. 

The  gap  now  existing  between  the  Bath  and  Base  Island  dikes  should 
be  closed,  and  one  of  proper  length  opened  in  the  upper  portions  of  the 
Base  Island  dike.  It  would  be  well  to  encourage  the  growth  of  brushes 
and  trees  upon  the  dikes,  as  tending  to  their  consolidation  and  perma- 
nence. With  this  object,  willows  have  already  been  planted  upon  some 
of  the  dikes. 

Among  the  dikes  of  prime  importance  are  the  Overslaugh  and  Shad 
Island  proposed  dikes;  but,  as  it  appears  discouraging  to  wait  longer 
for  appropriations  sufficient  to  construct  these  in  a  solid  manner,  I  pro- 
pose to  plant  willows  along  the  proposed  lines  of  these  structures,  add- 
ing to  tLese  each  year,  and  thus  increasing  the  deposits  until  they  form 
a  bank,  which  ultimately,  and  without  further  assistance,  may  attain  a 
level  a  little  above  low-water.  This,  being  done  at  small  expense,  if 
proved  to  be  practicable,  would  serve  to  benefit  materially  the  channels, 
while  the  higher  level  attained  as  a  foundation  for  future  solid  dikes 
would  much  diminish  the  cost  of  such  structures. 

There  are  continual  applications  for  grants  of  land  under  water  from 
the  State.  Now,  as  it  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  back  channels  in 
order  to  maintain  a  proper  tidal  flow,  and  also  to  lay  down  a  pier-line 
on  the  river  itself,  I  would  respectfully  propose  a  commission  (to  include 
the  State  engineer)  to  consider  and  report  upon  this  subject,  with  the 
view  of  having  such  report  legalized  both  by  Congress  and  the  State 
legislature.    I  consider  the  matter  important,  and  requiring  dispatch. 

The  work  is  in  the  faurteenth  collection-district.  The  nearest  port  of  entry  is- 
Albany,  N.  Y.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  from  imports  and  exports  for  the  fis- 
cal year  was  $163,701.36 ;  the  valae  of  same,  $802,639.  The  amount  of  commerce  and 
navigation  benefited,  $500,000,000. 

Amount  to  be  appropriated  to  complete  the  work $214, 116  47 

Amoant  already  appropriated  by  Congress 770, 188  00 

984, 304  47 

Amount  of  estimate  of  1868 984  304  47 

Amount  asked  to  be  appropriated  for  1877-7S  : 

Construction  of  Overslaugh  dike 840,000  00 

Removal  of  Austin's  Rock 26,000  00 


Total. 
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Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 ^39,770  63 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  ye<ar  ending  June  30,  1876 34, 255  54 

Amount  available  Jaly  1, 1876. " 5,515  09 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 50, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  lor  completion  of  existing  project 164, 116  47 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878  66, 000  00 

AhsU'oct  of  hide  for  constructing  dike  in  the  Hudson  River  between  New  Baltimore  and  Bar- 
ren Island, 


Bidders. 


First,  entirely  of  stone. 


Edgar  M.  Payne... 

Stephen  Miles 

John  H.  Marshall  . 
James  D.  Leary  . . . 
P.  Sandford  &  Go . . 


16.22  per  linear  foot . . . 
6.60  per  linear  foot . . , 
9.99  per  linear  foot . . , 

11.50  per  linear  foot . . . 


Second,  pile-dike. 


Third,  half  dike. 


17.42  per  linear  foot... I 

5.64  per  linear  foot ...    $4.14  per  linear  foot. 

8.84  per  linear  foot . . .  |    3.94  per  linear  foot. 

7.69  per  linear  foot . . .  {    8.99  per  linear  foot. 
11.25  per  linear  foot . . .  <    9.35  per  linear  foot 


Abstract  of  contract  for  constructing  dike  in  the  Hudson  River  between  Xew  Baltimore  and 

Barren  Island. 


Contractor's  name. 


Date  of  con. 
tract. 


John  H.  Marshall Oct.  6,    1875 


Subject  of  contract. 


2, 900  feet,  more  or  less  . 


RemarHa. 


To  be  completed  by  December  31, 

1875. 


D    2. 


REMOVING  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  EAST  RIVER  AND  HELL  GATE,  NEW  YORK. 

I  append  herewith  extracts  from  the  anuaal  reports  to  me  of  Capt. 
W.  H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engineers,  assistant  in  superintendence  of  the 
work  of  excavating  at  Hallet's  Point  and  Flood  Eock. 

HALLET^S  POINT. 

The  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  foand  the  work  of  excavation  here  completed.  This 
year  the  work  has  been  principally  confined  to  drilling  holes  in  the  roof  and  piers  pre- 
paratory to  the  final  blast.  The  drilliDg  was  about  completed  on  March  25,  and  the 
locating  and  mapping  of  the  various  bore-holes  was  finished  on  June  1.  The  roof  of 
the  mine  contains  5,375  holes,  each  3  inches  in  diameter  and  averaging  about  9  feet  in 
length.  The  piers  contain  1,385  driU-holes,  of  which  288  are  2  inches  in  diameter,  the 
balance  being  3-inch  hcles  of  about  the  same  length  as  those  in  the  roof,  thus  making 
a  total  of  6,760  holes,  whose  aggregate  length  is  5§,874  feet. 

In  drilling  these  holes  several  new  rock-drilling  machines  were  experimented  with, 
notably  the  Rand,  Winchester,  and  Waring  drills.  The  results  obtained  were  satis- 
factory, and  were  superior  to  those  obtained  by  us  with  the  older  kinds  of  machines. 

Detailed  report-s  of  their  performances  were  furnished  you  from  time  to  time  in  my 
monthly  reports  of  operations. 

Many  experiments  were  made  here  nnder  your  direction  on  the  explosive  effects  of 
nitro-glycerine  confined  in  rubber  and  iron  tubes  varying  from  12  to  300  feet  in  length; 
also  with  other  explosives,  as  vulcan-powder,  nitro-naphthaline  or  vigorite,  dynamite, 
and  Horsley  powder,  to  test  their  relative  merits  (both  in  their  wet  and  dry  states)  in 
breaking  up  gneiss  rock. 

A  stone  wall  about  8  feet  wide,  from  12  to  20  feet  high  and  150  feet  in  length,  was 
built  nearly  parallel  to  and  about  10  feet  distant  from  the  inner  side  of  the  shaft.  It 
was  designed  to  protect  the  land  back  of  it  from  the  action  of  the  tidal  currents.  Sev- 
eral hundred  yards  of  loose  rock  lying  between  high  and  low  water  marks  around  the 
cofier-dam  were  removed. 

The  large  pumping-engines  continue  to  do  fair  work.  The  leakage  into  the  mine 
has  increased  to  about  700  gallons  per  minute. 

The  workmen  were  discharged  as  soon  as  their  services  could  be  dispensed  with.  At 
present  there  are  only  enough  men  retained  to  care  for  the  works  and  attend  to  the 
pomps. 
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FLOOD  ROCK. 

When  the  last  aDnaal  report  was  made  od  this  work,  operations  had  jast  commenced. 
.  Since  then  two  shafts,  65  feet  apart,  have  been  partially  completed.  The  larger  shaft 
is  10  b3*  20  feet  in  plan  and  is  51  feet  deep,  its  bottom  bein^  41  feet  below  mean  low- 
water  line.  The  smaller  shaft  is  about  12  feet  sqnare  in  plan  and  has  a  depth  of  23 
feet.  The  aggregate  length  of  tunnels  driven  from  the  two  shafts  was  229  feet.  The 
rock  taken  from  the  tunnels  was  utilized  by  throwing  it  into  the  river  around  the 
shafts  and  erecting  a  wall  around  it  so  as  to  obtain  a  sufficient  area,  about  4  feet  above 
high-wat«r  mark,  upon  which  to  place  the  necessary  machinery  and  workshops  to  be 
used  in  future  oi)erations.  The  foundation  so  prepared  has  a  length  of  183  feet  and  an 
average  width  of  45  feet. 

The  work  is  now  in  such  a  condition  that,  were  the  funds  available,  we  could  by  using 
the  Ballet's  Point  machinery  keep  a  dozen  rock-drills  continually  at  work.  This  would 
enable  the  machinery  to  be  used  to  the  best  advantage  and  would  result  in  reducing 
the  cost  of  excavation  to  a  minimum. 

Numl>er  of  feet  of  holes  drilled 13,826 

Number  of  drills  sharpened 4,691 

Loss  of  steel  by  abrasion  and  dressing 359  pounds. 

Cost  of  drilling  per  linear  foot  of  holes 42  cents. 

Cubic  yards  of  rock  removed 1,462 

Average  drilling  required  per  cubic  yard 9  feet. 

Average  cost  of  explosives,  per  cubic  yard  of  rock 93  cen  ts. 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  all  remaining  to  be  done  at  Hallet's 
Point  is  to  blow  down  the  rock  and  to  remove  all  the  dSbris,  by  means 
of  a  steam-grapple,  which  shall  be  foand  above  the  level  of  26  feet  at 
mean  low-water. 

Extensive  experiments  have  been  made,  under  my  directions,  by  Cap- 
tain Heuer  upon  various  explosives— nitro-glycerine,  dynamite,  rend- 
rock,  vulcan  powder,  nitro-naphthaline,  (vigorite,)  and  gun-cotton,  (the 
solid  compounds  being  used  both  wet  and  dry) — to  test  their  applica- 
bility to  the  purposes  of  demolition.  At  the  same  time,  experiments 
under  my  direction  have  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Julius  H.  Striedinger, 
assistant  engineer,  upon  wet  batteries,  wires,  and  fuzes,  with  a  view  to 
their  use  in  the  final  blast. 

I  have  in  this  connection  to  express  my  obligations  to  General  H.  L. 
Abbot,  U.  S.  A.,  in  charge  of  the  torpedo-school  at  Willet's  Point,  for 
his  revision  of  the  results  obtained  in  my  office,  with  his  more  extensive 
and  i)erfect  electrical  apparatus. 

A  full  description  of  the  method  to  be  adopted  will  be  furnished 
hereafter ;  and  it  is  sufficient  here  to  say  that  we  are  now  ready  to  con- 
tract for  the  explosives,  cartridge-cases,  batteries,  wires,  and  fuzes. 

The  explosion  will  depend  as  to  time  upon  the  contractors,  but  it  is 
hoped,  if  no  delay  arise  from  them,  that  we  will  be  able  to  explode  the 
mine  by  the  1st  or  15th  day  of  September  next. 

STEAM-DBILLma  SCOW. 

The  subjoined  extracts  from  the  reports  to  me  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Striedinger, 
assistant  engineer,  in  superintendence  of  the  steam-drilling  scow,  will, 
it  is  believed,  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  work  of  this  machine 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 : 

COBMTI£S  REEF. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  operations  of  the  United  States  steam- 
drilllDg  scow,  resulting  in  the  final  removal  of  Coenties  Beef  to  a  depth  of  26^  feet  at 
mean  low-water,  in  99  working  days,  fi"om  May  4, 1875,  to  August  27, 1875,  as  follows : 

When  drilling  was  recommenced  the  maximum  length  of  Coenties  Reef  measured 
162  feet,  and  its  maximum  width  290  feet  within  the  25i-foot  curve,  and  the  depth 
available  for  navigation  was  21^  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  season,  April  10, 1875,  there  was  introduced  into  the  back 
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smoke-box  of  onr  boiler,  directly  above  the  exit  of  the  tubes  and  io  the  throat  of  tho 
smoke-pipe,  a  coil  heater  arranged  in  the  form  of  a  continuous  series  of  small  return- 
pipes,  for  the  purpose  of  heating  the  feed-water  before  its  entrance  into  the  boiler. 

The  dome  was  also  provided  with  movable  iron  arms  containing  6-inch  holes  for 
shifting  drill-pipes  within  the  center  circle. 

These  '*  spectacle  frames  "are  pivoted  in  the  center  and  are  easily  swung  by  the 
diver  to  any  desired  point,  and  there  clamped  to  the  rails  on  which  their  outer  ex- 
tremities rest.  Two  of  these  radiating  tongues  are  placed  in  each  quadrant  of  the 
inner  circle,  one  resting  on  the  top  of  the  dome,  the  other  on  the  lower  inner  circle- 
band,  which  is  a  little  above  the  bottom  platform. 

In  addition  to  the  hydrographic  survey  of  Coenties  Reef,  executed  under  your  direc- 
tion in  1873,  the  character  of  the  tidal  currents  was  also  investigated,  and  some  sound- 
ings were  taken  off  Coenties  Reef.    The  results  of  these  observations  were  : 

The  ebb  current  runs  20  per  cent,  swifter  than  the  Hood  current  over  Coenties  Reef. 

The  velocity  of  the  tidal  currents  gradually  diminishes  from  the  channel  end  of  the 
reef  toward  the  New  York  shore.  Maximum  ebb  and  llood  currents  do  not  set  quite 
in  opposite  directions,  the  angle  of  divergence  being  20^. 

At  mean  tides  the  ebb  current  assumes,  near  the  center  of  Coenties  Reef,  a  velocity 
of  nearly  2f  nautical  miles  per  hour. 

For  mean  spring-tides  tho  above  velocities  are  to  be  increased  26  x)er  cent.,  and  for 
mean  neap  tides  to  be  decreased  21  per  cent. 

The  occurrence  of  maximum  ebb  current  happens  at  about  twelve  hours  twelve  min- 
utes after  moon's  transit,  that  of  maximum  flood  current  at  six  hours  nineteen  minutes 
after  the  moon's  southing. 

The  change  of  current — slackwater— takes  place  about  one  hour  and  thirty-flvo  min- 
utes after  the  stands.. 

Mean  rise  and  fall  of  tides  off  Coenties  Slip  is  4.4  feet. 

In  spite  of  the  large  area  of  the  25^foot  curve,  it  was  found  necessary  to  change 
the  anchors  but  twice  during  the  whole  time  of  operations. 

A  tide-gauge  was  established  at  pier  10,  East  River,  in  order  to  secure  a  constant 
and  reliable  reference  to  mean  low-water.  When  the  sight  from  the  scow  to  this 
gauge  was  covered  by  shipping,  another  tide-gauge,  fastened  to  the  south  side  of  pier 
8,  was  observed  by  one  of  the  crew,  and  copies  of  the  tidal  records  were  supplied  every 
fifteen  minutes. 

The  average  working-force  of  the  United  States  steam-drilling  scow  while  engaged 
on  Coenties  Reef  numbered  43  men,  consisting,  besides  myself,  of  1  mechanical  draughts- 
man, 3  divers,  1  chief  carpenter,  2  carpenters,  1  engineer,  6  drillers,  1  blaster,  2  black- 
smiths and  5  helpers,  17  sailors,  2  firemen,  1  time-keeper  on  the  dredge,  and  1  tide- 
ganger  on  the  scow. 

Lt5dge8  of  rock  were  disposed  of  by  placing  the  dome  on  them  and  instituting  drill- 
ing, and  small  rocky  points  projecting  above  the  25^foot  curve  by  surface-blasting. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  general  form  of  the  tin  shells  used  to  contain  the  nitro- 

flycerine  charges.  The  nitro-glycerine  was  furnished  at  a  temperature  of  about  6o^ 
'ahrenheit  by  Mr.  Warren,  and  stood  well  all  qualitative  tests.  It  w^as  brought  on 
board  the  scow  nearly  two  hours  before  the  explosion  of  the  charges,  in  quantities  to 
cover  the  blast,  and  if  any  nitro-glycerine  remained  it  was  taken  back  to  the  factory 
on  the  Jersey  Flats,  by  Mr.  Warren's  own  men,  directly  after  the  blast. 

The  explosion  of  the  nitro-glycerine  charges  was  chiefly  produced  by  detonating  in 
them  low-tension  fuses,  whose  wire  bridges  were  heated  by  the  voltaic  current. 

The  bridges  of  these  exploders  were  formed  of  platinum  wire  of  0.002  inch  in  diam- 
eter, (then  the  finest  platinum  wire  in  the  American  market,)  and  had  a  length  of  i^ 
of  an  inch.  Fulminate  of  mercury  was  employed  as  priming,  in  place  of  gun-cotton, 
on  account  of  the  great  technical  difficulties  in  manufacturing  perfect  gun-cotton 
fuses.  Those  fulminate  of  mercury  fuses  can  also  be  exploded  by  means  of  the  friction 
battery,  but  require,  in  this  case,  about  three  times  the  strength  of  current  as  Brown's 
No.  4  fuses. 

The  fuses  were  arranged  in  divided  circuit,  each  being  attached  by  connecting  wires 
(sample  No.  25,  size  18  X  9)  to  the  ends  of  the  leading  wires,  (sample  No.  19,  size 
12  X  5.) 

By  means  of  a  Morse  key,  a  sounder,  and  an  extremely  weak  cell,  each  low-tension 
fuse  was  tested  with  a  view  of  establishing  the  unbroken  condition  of  its  fine-wire 
bridge. 

Each  nitro-glycerine  cartridge  was  entered  into  the  drill-hole,  after  the  withdrawal  of 
its  plug,  by  divers,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  the  charging  of  ten  holes  or  more  during 
one  slackwater,  two  divers  (Messrs.  Conklin  and  Rogers)  attended  to  this  work,  each 
of  them  following  his  own  plug-lines,  and,  assisted  by  his  own  gang,  loaded  his  part 
of  drill-holes. 

Zinc-carbon  bichromate  batteries  were  employed  for  producing  the  galvanic  current 
necessary  for  exploding  the  low-tension  fuses. 

The  condition  of  each  battery  previous  to  the  blast  was  tested  by  finding  the  maxi- 
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ronin  length  of  a  plationm  wire  bridge  of  0.004  inch  in  diameter;  it  was  just  able  to 
fuse  in  short  circait. 

When  the  scow  was  removed  the  proper  distance  from  the  charged  drill-holes,  the 
side  chains  toward  the  blast  and  the  two  center-chains  were  well  slackened.  By  doing 
so  the  shock  imparted  to  the  bottom  and  the  sides  of  the  scow,  due  to  the  transmission 
of  explosion  by  the  practically  incompressible  water,  was  very  much  lessened  by  now 
acting  upon  a  vessel  freely  riding  at  anchor.  The  careful  execution  of  this  rule  ena- 
bled us  to  fire  large  blasts  at  a  comparatively  short  distance  without  the  slightest  in- 
convenience, save,  perhaps,  a  salt-water  shower-bath.  For  instance,  not  the  least  jar 
was  felt  on  board  the  scow  when  1,003^  pounds  of  nitro-glycorine,  contained  in  16  drill- 
holes, was  touched  off  at  a  distance  of  275  feet. 

The  blast  was  touched  off  by  means  of  a  Morse  key  inserted  into  the  circuit.  This 
arrangement,  in  place  of  the  touching  off  with  the  end  of  the  leading-wire  at  one  pole 
of  the  battery,  has  the  advantage  of  a  more  convenient  closing  of  the  circuit,  and 
does  not  require  the  bringing  on  deck  of  the  batteries.    Not  one  miss-fire  happened. 

The  debris  were  taken  up  bv  one  large  Morris  &  Cumings  dredge,  which  was  an- 
chored alongside  the  scow,  with  the  bucket  toward  the  less  swift  flood-current. 

Two  ebb-anchors  and  one  fiood-anclior  were  run  for  the  dredge ;  a  line  made  fast  to 
the  United  States  steam-drilling  scow  substituted  the  dredge's  second  flood-anchor 
chain. 

Three  stone-scows,  each  of  about  250  tons  capacity,  were  employed.  While  one  was 
loading,  the  second  one  was  unloading,  and  the  thitd  one  was  towing  from  the  dump- 
ing-place or  waiting  to  replace  the  second  scow  as  soon  as  filled. 

The  stone-scows  were  always  measured  empty  and  filled,  in  order  to  compute,  by 
means  of  their  displacement,  their  actual  stone-load.  By  careful  observations,  the 
average  specific  gravity  of  the  gneiss  forming  Coenties  Reef  was  found  to  be  2.734. 

Very  heavy  stones  were,  whenever  required,  broken  up  by  drill-hole  or  surface- 
blasts  for  the  dredge.  On  June  11, 1875,  the  dredge  picked  up  one  blasted  stone  meas- 
aring  6  feet  by-6  feet  by  5|  feet,  and  weighing  about  15  tons.  In  the  first  attempt  of 
raising  it  one  ^ood  hoisting-chain  of  the  dredge  broke ;  in  the  second  and  successful 
attempt  it  took  all  the  steam-power  of  the  dredge  to  succeed  in  raising  and  landing 
this  monster  fragment  on  the  stone-scow.  Captain  Conklin  had  charge  of  the  dredge. 
In  all,  the  dome  was  lowered  40  times  for  drilling  purposes.  In  addition  to  the  40  drill- 
hole blasts,  5  surface-blasts  were  exploded. 

y  The  following  exhibits  the  r^aumS  of  the  drilling  and  blasting  and  dredging  opera- 
tions from  May  4, 1875,  to  August  27, 1875  : 

Total  number  of  holes  drilled 271 

Totol  number  of  feet  drilled 2,017.93 

Total  amount  of  explosives  used  were,  for  40  drill-hole  blasts : 

Pounds  of  nitro-glycerine 13,402.05 

Pounds  of  dynamite 88 

For  5  surface-blasts : 

Pounds  of  nitro-glycerine ', 4.38 

Cubic  yards  of  rock  removed 1, 375 

Total  time  of  dredging 41  days,  8  hours,  5  minutes. 

Average  number  of  feet  of  drilled  holes  to  each  cubic  yard 1. 46 

Average  number  of  pounds  of  nitro-glycerine  to  each  cubic  yard 10. 06 

Average  number  of  feet  of  holes  drilled  by  each  machine,  per  shift  of  8  hours. .  5.  49 

Average  depth  of  holes,  feet 7. 36 

Average  cost  of  linear  foot  of  hole  drilled,  including  placing  of  scow,  lower- 
ing of  dome,  expenses  for  drilling,  cost  of  sharpening  drills,  expenditure  of 
steel,  hoisting  up  dome  after  drilling  operations,  and  heaving  off  scow  ...  $3. 25 

Average  cost  of  sharpening  a  drill $1.41 

Average  number  of  feetdrilled  to  each  sharpening 7.  36 

Expenditure  of  steel  to  each  foot  of  hole  drilled 5.6oz, 

Average  cost  of  dredging  and  dumping  one  cubic  yard  of  d4bn8 S5.34 

Cost  per  cubic  yard $33.89 

Considering  that  the  projncting  parts  of  the  reef  were  spread  over  a  very  large  area, 
and  that  it  was  very  difiiuuit  to  prevent  the  filling  up  of  the  drill-boles  on  account  of 
the  rocky  surface  having  been  shattered  by  futile  trials  at  removal  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  the  above  price  per  cubic  yard  of  reef  removed  will  appear  compara- 
tively very  low 

No  serions  accident  happened  during  the  whole  season. 

The  results  obtained  from  the  introduction  of  the  "coil  heater"  exceeded  even  our 
expectations,  inasmuch  as  by  simply  utilizing  the  great  amount  of  heat  which  was 
otherwise  lost  in  passing  directly  from  the  tubes  into  the  smoke- pipe,  there  was  effected 
A  saving  of  about  30  per  cent,  of  fuel,  besides  enabling  us  to  run  a  larger  number  of 
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drills— 9  Id  place  of  tlie  previous?— and  giving  to  the  boiler  the  beneficial  effect  of  the 
estrance  of  hot  in8tead  of  cold  water  against  the  heated  iron. 

I  wonld  respectfully  state  that  this  irii])roveDieut  is  due  to  Mr.  Kelly,  and  that  I  have 
beeu  informed  that  a  geutlemau  of  Brooklyn,  Long  Island,  has,  about  two  months  ago, 
obtained  letters-patent  for  the  same  invention,  while  it  has  beeu  iu  use  on  the  United 
States  drilling-scow  for  over  one  year. 

The  franies  for  shifting  drill-pipes  proved  themselves  as  very  practical  and  time-sav- 
ing appliances  for  readily  procuring  additional  drill-holes,  in  cases  where  the  fixed 
drill-pipes  would  not  ]iromise  the  desired  number  and  depth  of  hole.  ' 

Before  closing  this  report,  general,  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  able  co-operation 
in  the  execution  of  your  orders  I  again  enjoyed  by  Messrs.  James  li.  V.  Kell^'  and 
Kelles  Korrow  during  the  removal  of  Coenties  Keof. 

DIAMOND  KEKF. 

The  o]>erations  of  the  United  States  steam-drilling  scow  engaged  on  Diamond  Reef, 
New  York  Harbor,  from  October  8,  1875,  to  November  24,  1875,  inclusive,  resulted  iu 
the  removal  of  a  part  of  the  reef  to  a  depth  of  2G  feet  at  mean  low-water.  Work  on 
the  remaining  portion  had  to  be  suspended  iu  consequence  of  an  exhaustion  of  the 
funds  allotted  for  this  reef. 

When  drilling  was  commenced  the  maximum  length  of  Diamond  Reef  measured  490 
feet,  and  its  maximum  width  256  feet  within  the  26-foot  curve;  also  the  draught  of 
water  was  It)  feet  at  meau  low-water  over  its  shallowest  i>oint. 

This  obstacle  to  navigation  consists  of  gneiss,  vertically  stratified,  overlaid  iu  many 
places  with  bowlders,  sand,  and  clay. 

Diamond  Reef  being  but  600  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Coenties  Reef,  what  was 
stated  in  reference  to  tides  and  tidal  currents  there  holds  nearly  equally  good  here,  the 
only  difterence  being  iu  the  force  of  the  tidal  currents,  which  run  over  Diamond  Reef 
at  a  relatively  diminished  rate,  the  velocity  of  the  maximum  ebb  current  being  2 
nautical  miles,  and  of  the  maximum  flood  current  1.35  nautical  miles  per  hour  at  meau 
tides. 

The  greatest  number  of  holes  simultaneously  fired  on  this  reef  was  twenty-one,  with 
a  total  charge  of  1,146  pounds  of  nitro-glycerine,  this  being  the  largest  nitro-glycerine 
blast  on  our  record. 

There  has  not  been  a  single  miss-fire  to  note. 

The  dome  was  lowered  19  times  altogether  for  drilling  purposes.  In  addition  to  the 
19  drill-hole  blasts,  4  surface-blasts  were  exploded. 

Two  collisions  happened  while  anchored  over  Diamond  Reef,  but  both  of  them  with- 
out serious  consequences  to  the  colliding  vessels 

The  following  is  a  r6ium6oi  the  drilling,  blasting,  and  dredging  operations: 

Total  number  of  holes  drilled 131 

Total  number  of  feet  drilled 1,31H.5 

Total  amount  of  explosive  used  : 

For  19  drill-hole  blasts,  pounds  nitro-glycerine 8, 307 

For  4  surface-blasts,  pounds  nitro-glycerine 274 

Cubic  yards  rock  removed 971.7 

Total  time  of  dredging 23days,8  hours,  15  minutes. 

Average  number  ot  feet  of  drilled  holes  to  each  cubic  yard 1.  :^ 

Average  number  of  pounds  of  nitro-glycerine  to  each  cubic  yard 8. 83 

Average  number  of  feet  of  holes  drilled  by  each  machine  per  shift  of  8  hours.  11. 79 

Average  depth  of  holes,  feet 10.03 

Average  cost  of  linear  foot  of  hole  drilled,  including  placing  of  scow,  lower- 
ing dome,  expenses  of  drilling,  cost  of  sharpening  drills,  expenditure  of 

steel,  hoisting  up  dome  after  drilling  operations,  and  heaving  off  scow.. . .  $2. 05 

Average  cost  of  sharpening  a  drill $1.  41 

Average  number  of  feet  drilled  to  each  sharpening 10. 03 

Expenditure  of  steel  to  each  foot  of  hole  drilled,  ounces 4. 28 

Average  cost  of  dredging  and  dumping  one  cubic  yard  of  debris $4. 64 

Cost  per  cubic  yard 5;24. 53 

DETAILS  OF  DRKDGING   OrKRATIONS    ON    THIS    RKEF    FOR    THE    MONTHS  OF  JUNK   AND 
JULY,  le75,  CARKIED  ON  WITH   A  VIEW  OF   EXl'OSING  THE   CoVERED-UP  ROCK. 

Cubic  yards  of  mud,  sand,  clay,  and  bowlders  removed 1,481 

Total  time  of  dredging - "28  days,  8  hours,  22  minutes. 

Average  cost  of  dredging  and  dumping  one  cubic  yard  of  said  materials ^.  39 

In  c>rder  to  give  to  navigation  the  maximum  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of 
the  sujall  appropriation  received  for  the  removal  of  Diamond  Ueef,  the  most  projecting 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         243 

points,  particnlarly  those  near  the  chsinnel  edj^e  of  the  reef,  were  drilled  and  blasted 
first.  Since  this  modun  opirandi^  as  may  be  expected,  seldom  enjoys  the  advantages  of 
**  face-blastinf?/'  the  effect  of  the  explosives  was  comparatively  smaller ;  a);;uii,  the  work 
of  the  dredge  being  chielly  confined  to  narrow,  deep,  and  isolated  craters,  was  also  less 
e£Bcacious.  Hence,  it  can  be  easily  accounted  for  that,  notwithstanding  the  operations 
of  the  scow  on  Diamond  Reef  having  been  pursued  with  the  usual  energy,  and  guided 
by  additional  experience,  yet  the  cost  per  cubic  yard  removed  was  higher  than  oq 
Way's  li&efy  and  on  the  reef  oif  East  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street,  llarlem 
River.  Still,  it  is  believed  that  with  a  liberal  amount  of  funds  at  hand.  Diamond  Reef 
could  be  removed  relativelj-^  quicker  and  cheaper  than  the  above-named  obstructions. 
In  consequence  of  lack  of  resources,  no  submarine  drilling  aud  blasting  work  was 
nndertaken  by  the  United  States  steam-drilling  scow  this  spring,  which  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  because  these  interruptions  deprive  us  of  the  means  of  keeping  a  well- 
organized  crew  together,  chiefiy  consisting  of  sailors,  who,  besides  being  first-class  sea- 
men, have  learned  to  become  clever  drillers,  good  diver-tenders,  aud  careful  handlers 
of  explosives  while  engaged  on  the  scow. 

Amount  asked  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878  : 
Work  of  steam-drilling  scow  on  Diamond  Rhq^j  Frying  Pan,  and  Shell- 
drake $150,000  00 

Excavations  at  Flood  Rock,  (Middle  Reef) 450, 000  00 

GOO, 000  00 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

Reefs  at  Hell  Gate  and  Diamond  and  Coen ties  Reefs 5,139,120  00 

Amount  appropriated 1,690,000  00 

Dednct  amount  reverted  to  United  States  Treasury ^3, 158  55 

Deduct  amount  allotted  for  llarlem  River 11,000  00 

14,158  55 

1,675,841  45 
Amount  expended 1,621,099  99 

Amount  expended  during  year  ending  June  30,  1876 : 

Excavations  at  HalleVs  Point .*....  88,530  52 

Excavations  at  FloodRock 22,393  19 

JJleam-drilling  scow 74,527  00 

Allotment  for  Harlem  River 7,673  26 

Contingencies,  engineering,  &c 5,453  03 

198,577  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $252,718  46 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 198,  577  00 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 54, 141  46 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 250, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 213, 278  55 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 600,000  00 


D3. 

DREDGING  MUD-BARS  IN  HUDSON  RIVER,  OPPOSITE  JERSEY  CITY. 

Under  contract  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  dated  Aiiguat  18, 
1875, 105,924  cubic  yards  of  soft  material  was  dredged  from  that  portion 
of  the  river  in  front  of  Jersey  City,  extending  from  a  short  distance 
above  the  Jersey  City  ferry  to  a  short  distance  south  of  the  Canard 
docks.  The  contract  expiring  by  limitation  ou  December  1,  1875,  au- 
thority was  granted  to  continue  the  work  at  the  contract-price  by  hired 
labor,  aud  under  this  arrangement  57,715  cubic  yards  were  removed, 
making  a  total  of  103,639  cubic  yards  of  material  removed. 
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OIUGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

Dredging  221,300  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents |88, 528  00 

Contingencies  and  engineering 13,279  20 

101,807  20 
Money  statement 

Amonnt  available  July  1,1875 $23,756  63 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,1876 2^^,655  .58 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  $93  due  on  contracts 101  05 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 76, 807  20 

Abstract  of  bids  for  dredging  mud-har8  in  Hudson  River,  New  York, 


Bidders. 

Price  per  cubic  yard. 

James  D.  Leary , 

14  cents,  measured  in  scow. 

Atlantic  Dredging  Companji 
Cartia,  Forbes  &.  Co 

17 J  cents,  meisured  in  scow. 
12|  cents,  measured  in  scow. 

Jhstract  of  contract  for  dredging  mud-bars  in  Hudson  River,  New  York. 

Contractor's  name  and 
address. 

^Iract'"'"        Subject  of  contract. 

Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  Port- 
land, Me. 

1 
Ang.  18, 1875    50,000  cubic  yards,  more 
1      or  less.                          i 

To  be  completed  by  December  1. 
1875. 

D  4. 

IMPROVING  HARLEM  RIVER,  NEW  YORK. 

The  subjoined  extracts  from  tbe  report  to  me  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Striedinger, 
assistant  engineer,  in  superintendence  of  tbe  steam-drilling  scow,  will, 
it  is  believed,  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  tbe  work  done  during  tbe 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 : 

Operations  wore  condacted  with  the  United  States  steam-drilling  scow,  and  resalted 
in  the  removal  of  the  reef  off  East  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street,  in  the  Har- 
lem River,  New  York  Harbor,  from  a  depth  of  9  feet  to  that  of  14^  feet  at  mean  low- 
water,  and  in  widening  the  channel  120  feet,  in  36  working  days  from  August  27, 1^5, 
to  October  7,  1875,  inclusive. 

The  main  channel  is  on  the  New  York  side  of  the  river ;  the  river  to  the  eastward 
of  the  reef  is  only  safe  to  navigate  near  high-water.  The  river-bottom  is  muddy  op- 
posite One  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  street,  and  stony  near  One  hundred  and 
twenty-third  street. 

The  water  is  pretty  clear,  particularly  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  ebb,  thus  en- 
abling the  diver  to  distinguish  objects  in  depths  of  21  feet. 

There  are  at  present  plying  between  Harlem  and  the  lower  part  of  New  York  City 
two  lines  of  steaipboats,  of  which  the  Harlem  and  New  York  Navigation  Company  runs 
4  steamers,  making  on  an  average  23  round  trips,  or  46  passages,  per  day. 

The  Morrisania  Steamboat  Company,  being  the  other  steamboat  line,  runs  2  steam- 
ers, averaging  daily  10  round  tri])s,  or  20  passages.  Besides  the  lar^e  and  swift  side- 
wheel  steamers  belonging  to  these  lines,  there  are  tows  of  a  freight-line  which  connect 
with  the  Port  Chester  Railroad,  and  numerous  craft  of  other  kind  frequenting  the  Har- 
lem River. 

When  drilling  was  commenced,  the  ra<aximum  width  of  the  12- foot  low- water  chan- 
nel of  the  Harlem  River  between  the  reef  to  be  removed  and  the  New  York  shore  was 
but  108  feet,  and  the  shallowest  point  of  the  rooky  obstruction  laid  9  feet  below  mean 
low-water  level. 

The  reef  runs  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  and  consists  of  gneiss,  having  a  dip  of 
about  75°.  The  positions  of  the  drill-holes  were  plotted  by  myself  from  my  instru- 
mental observations  taken  on  Randall's  Island  during  the  time  the  drilling-engines 
were  at  work. 
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Owing  to  the  existence  of  coneiderable  drifbs  of  fine  sand  over  the  reef,  nearly  every 
hole,  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  drill,  required  the  iusertiou  of  an  empty  cartridge 
projecting  some  15  inches  above  the  river- bottom. 

The  charges  consisted  of  nitro-glycerine  in  tin  cartridge-cases. 

The  avenige  working  force  of  the  scow  while  engaged  ou  the  One  hnndred  and 
twenty-fifth  street  reef  numbered  48  men. 

On  account  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  obstruction  to  the  land,  comparatively 
small  blasts  were  fired  in  the  beginning,  but  having  gradually  increased  the  numlier 
of  drill-holes  and  the  amount  of  explosive,  until  we  reached  as  high  as  16  of  the  former 
with  a  total  charge  of  710^  pounds  of  nitro-glyoerine,  we  found  that  even  this  iiuantity 
could  be  exceeded  with  safety,  because  the  stratification  of  the  reef  running  nearly 
parallel  to  the  shore,  the  efifect  of  an  explosion  was  felt  more  in  a  northeasterly  and 
southwesterly  direction  than  along  the  shore  just  opposite  to  the  reef. 

Not  one  misfire  happened. 

The  blasted  rock  was  partly  taken  np  by  Messrs.  Morris  &  Cumiugs's  dredge,  which 
was  set  to  work  whenever  the  greater  part  of  the  reef  was  covered  with  the  dihris  of 
the  blasts. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  dredging  had  to  be  left  undone,  owing  to  the  exhaus- 
tion of  the  funds  allotted  for  the  removal  of  this  reef. 

In  all,  the  dome  was  lowered  13  times  for  drilling  purposes.  In  addition  to  the  13 
drill-hole  blasts,  2  surface  blasts  were  exploded. 

The  following  exhibits  the  r48um4  of  the  drilling,  blasting,  and  dredging  operations : 

Total  number  of  holes  drilled 10*2 

Total  number  of  feet  drilled 931.16 

Total  amount  of  explosives  used  : 

For  13  drill-hole  blasts,  pounds  nitro-glycerine 5, 640. 5 

For  2  surface  blasts,  pounds  nitro-glycerine 133. 5 

Cubic  yards  rock  removed 1,003 

Tot4bl  time  of  dredging,  12  days,  1  hour,  5  minutes. 

Average  number  of  feet  of  drilled  holes  to  each  cubic  yard 0. 93 

Average  number  of  pounds  of  nitro-glycerine  to  each  cnbio  yard 5. 75 

Average  number  of  feet  of  holes  drilled  by  each  machine  per  shift  of  8  hours  4.  ^9 

Average  depth  of  holes,  feet 9.  02 

Average  cost  of  linear  foot  of  hole  drilled,  including  placing  of  scow,  lower- 
ing of  dome,  expenses  for  drilling,  cost  of  sharpening  drills,  expenditure  of 

steel,  hoisting  dome  after  drilling  operations,  and  heaving  off  scow $3  24 

Average  cost  of  sharpening  a  drill $1  12 

Average  number  of  teet  drilled  to  each  sharpening 6.01 

Expenditure  of  8t«el  to  each  foot  of  hole  drilled,  ounces 4.6 

Average  cost  of  dredging  and  dumping  one  cubic  yard  of  debrxH |2  32 

Cost  per  cubic  yard $16  53 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

I.    Piers  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4,  of  old  bridge  off  foot  of  East  One 
hundred  and  fourteenth  street,  Harlem,  674.2  cubic 

yards,  at  ^  per  cubic  yard $4,045  20 

II.  Candle-Factory  Reef,  foot  of  East  One  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-second street,  Harlem,  1,149.46  cubic  yards,  spread 
over  an  area  of  2,529  square  yards,  at  $72.81  per  cubic 

yard 83,703  00 

ni.  Flat  rock  off  foot  of  East  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth 
street,  Harlem,  304  feet  from  Harlem  shore,  333.6  cubic 
yards,  spread  over  an  area  of  508  square  yards,  at  $97.13 

per  cubic  yard 32,404  00 

IV.  Small  rock  in  midchannel  off  East  One  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-fifth street,  Harlem,  470  feet  from  Harlem  shore,  23.9 
cubic  yards,  spread  over  an  area  of  122  square  yards, 

at  $194.56  per  cubic  yard ;....      4,650  00 

y.  Small  rock  at  the  mouth  of  Mott  Haven  Canal,  470.59  cubic 
yards,  spread  over  an  area  of  261.2  square  yards,  at  $45 

per  cubic  yard 21,176  55 

Contingencies,  15  per  cent,  of  the  above 21,896  82 

Total 167,875  56 

Amount  appropriated $10,000  00 

Amount  allotted  from  East  River  and  Hell  Gate 11, 000  00 

$21, 000  00 

Amount  expended ^^  21.000  00 
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Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $17,673  26 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 17, 673  26 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exiating  project 146,875  56 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1878.     50, 000  00 


SURVEY    OF  HARLEM  RIVER  FRO>I  WARD'S    ISLAND    TO    THE    MOUTH 
OF  SPUYTEN  DUYVIL  CREEK,  NEW  YORK. 

Supplementary  report. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Neic  York,  February  10,  1876. 

General:  Id  the  report  made  February  18,  1875,  upon  the  examina- 
tion and  survey  of  the  Harlem  River  from  Ward's  Island  to  the  mouth 
of  Spuyten  Dny  vil  Creek,  the  features  of  these  streams  in  their  present 
condition,  and  the  changes  which  would  be  experienced  after  the  pro- 
posed plans  were  executed,  were  both  described  in  as  much  detail  as 
was  necessaiy  for  the  comprehension  of  the  subject.  In  that  report  the 
computation  of  the  velocities  of  the  improved  river  was  based  upon  the 
slopes  actually  observed  during  spring  tides;  these  have  since  been 
reduced  to  mean  tides  and  the  maximum  mean  velocities  calculated. 

It  would  be  better  for  the  flow  of  water  if  artificial  banks,  parallel 
with  each  other,  could  be  raised  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
river,  but  as  the  convenience  of  commerce  demands  slips,  basins,  and 
piers,  these,  although  at  some  detriment  to  the  useful  effect  of  the  im- 
provement, must  be  provided. 

The  outer  pier-lines  on  either  bank  should  be  parallel  throughout,  and 
at  the  same  distance  apart,  in  order  to  secure  as  uniform  a  water-way 
as  possible,  for  the  reason  that  the  velocities  in  both  directions  will  de- 
pend upon  the  cross-sections,  and  a  decided  ditlerence  in  these  mast 
lead  to  the  formation  of  shoals  or  cause  very  unequal  depths. 

There  are  4  lines  exhibited  on  the  general  map  along  which  the 
connection  between  the  Harlem  and  Hudson  Rivers  might  be  made. 

1.  Sherman's  Creek,  Inwood  (or  Tubby  Hook.) 

2.  Sherman's  Creek,  bend  of  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek  near  Johnson's 
Foundery. 

3.  Cut  through  Dykeman's  Meadows. 

4.  Spuyten  Duyvil,  at  King's  Bridge. 

The  first  two  lines  involve  large  excavations,  and  probably  heavy 
land  damages,  and  would  lead  to  such  division  of  the  northern  part  of 
New  York  Island  as  might  prove  objectionable  to  the  public.  My  report 
of  February  18,  1875,  discussed  the  cut  through  Dykeman's  Meadows, 
but  the  line  by  way  of  King's  Bridge  being  preferred,  it  was  found,  by- 
many  influential  citizens,  supplies  the  reason  why  comparative  projects 
and  estimates  for  the  two  locations  are  herewith  presented. 

This  comparative  estimate  includes  those  parts  only  of  the  two  schemes 
where  the  locations  are  different;  that  is,  from  a  point  1,200  feet  below 
Fordham  Bridge  to  the  east  side  of  Johnson's  Foundery. 

The  excavation  of  the  rock  is  estimated  in  both  cases  to  a  depth  of  18 
feet  below  mean  low-water,  and  of  the  earth  to  a  depth  of  16  feet  below 
the  same  datum. 

ESTIMATE. 

1.  The  cut  thns  defined  through  DykemaD's  Meadows $1,963,000 

2.  The  same  through  Spuyten  Duyvil,  by  way  of  King's  Bridge 3, 321, 000 

Difference  of  estimate  in  favor  of  the  first 1,358,000 
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These  estimates  do  not  include  land  and  property  damages.  The  cnt 
through  Dykeman's  Meadows  would  pass  through  19.51  acres  of  land, 
mostly  unimproved,  and  of  salt  meadow,  and  necessitate  the  removal 
of  six  buildings. 

The  cut  via  King's  Bridge,  through  3.96  acres  of  property,  mostly  im- 
proved, 16.7  acres  of  salt  meadow,  and  would  require  the  removal  of  360 
feet  of  substantial  bulk-head  and  of  eleven  buildings. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  bend  by  way  of  King's  Bridge, 
largely  in  excess  of  that  through  Dykeman's  Meadows,  would  iuiluence 
too  unfavorably  the  tidal  exchange. 

The  maximum  mean  velocities,  (corresponding  to  the  maximum  slopes 
obtained  from  the  mean  tidal  curves,)  corrected  for  bends,  were  found  to 
be — 

Cut  via  Cut  via  Dyke- 
King's  Bridge,  man's  Meadows. 
Feet.  Feet. 

From  Harlem  to  Hudson 3.599  3.713 

From  HadBon  to  Harlem 3.536  3.639 

The  difference  between  the  two  sets  of  velocities  is  not  great,  and 
hence  it  might  be  inferred  that,  so  far  as  the  tidal  exchange  is  in  ques- 
tion, the  cut  by  way  of  King's  Bridge  would  m#et  the  requirements. 
The  mean  velocities  thus  obtained  correspond  to  the  mean  wetted  peri- 
meters of  the  particular  slopes,  and  although  not  isochronal  with  the 
actual  period  of  these  slopes,  must  be  calculated  from  them  as  eifects 
from  causes. 

By  the  same  process  the  mean  velocities  from  each  particular  slope, 
or  from  as  many  as  might  be  necessary  to  construct  a  curve  of  veloci- 
ties, might  be  separately  calculated  for  the  two  tides,  and  results  inter- 
esting to  the  future  regimen  of  the  river  would  probably  be  the  fruit  of 
such  labor.  It  was  not  necessary,  however,  at  this  time  to  enter  into 
lengthened  calculations  which  would  not  change  the  conclusions  already 
arrived  at  in  regard  to  this  river. 

The  cut  via  King's  Bridge  is  preferred  by  some  because  of  the  idea 
that  the  other,  through  Dykeman's  Meadows,  by  taking  off  the  body  of 
the  water,  would  influence  injuriously  the  present  King's  Bridge  chan- 
nel, causing  it  to  silt  up,  and  thus  destroy  the  drainage  of  a  section  of 
country  of  which  this  channel  is  now  the  outlet.  But  this  supposition 
is  wide  of  the  truth,  for  in  fapt  It  would  be  a  judicious  recommendation 
to  increase  somewhat  the  cross-section  of  the  King's  Bridge  channel, 
(after  making  the  cut  at  Dykeman's,)  in  order  to  afford  a  freer  flow  of 
tides,  which  would  be  somewhat  obstructed  by  the  bend  of  the  Dyke- 
man's channel. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  if  the  Dykeman's  cut  be  made,  two  dredges 
instead  of  one  would  be  required  for  the  King's  Bridge  road.  This  is 
true ;  bat,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  King's  Bridge  channel  be  chosen  as 
the  line  of  .improvement,  the  low  bridge  now  existing,  which  has  no 
draw,  must  be  replaced  by  a  high  bridge  or  tunnel,  and  the  present 
Fordham  bridge,  which  is  of  the  same  character,  must  also  be  replaced 
after  a  similar  fashion. 

This  is  all  that  needs  to  be  said  by  way  of  comparison  of  the  two  lines. 

Whatever  line  of  improvement  be  adopted  by  the  Government,  I  beg 
leave  to  reiterate  the  substance  of  what  was  said  in  the  previous  report, 
of  the  necessity,  before  work  is  actually  begun,  of  a  clear  understanding 
and  definite  agreement  concerning  the  character  of  future  bridges  and 
of  the  modification  of  existing  ones ;  the  depth  at  which  all  tunnels 
should  be  driven,  and  the  settlement  of  land-damages.    The  contour 
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lines  of  the  topography  have  been  copied  from  maps  of  the  department 
of  parks. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

John  jS^ewton, 
•  Lieut.  Col.  Engineers^  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  UngineerSy  U.  8.  A. 


IMPROVING  PASSAIC  RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 
BELLEVILLE  BAR. 

The  removal  of  the  shoal  at  the  upper  end  of  the  dike,  of  which  men- 
tion was  made  in  my  last  annual  report,  was  completed  in  the  month  of 
July,  1875. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  cut  through  this  bar  was  swept  over, 
and  some  loose  stones  were  found  in  the  channel  and  removed ,-  also  a 
projection  of  solid  stone,  on  which  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  surface- 
blast,  using  36  pounds  of  Vulcan  powder,  which  broke  it  up,  and  the 
pieces  were  removed. 

In  sweeping  this  channel  there  was  found  a  collection  of  sand  which 
shoaled  the  channel  some  f  ^  of  a  foot,  which  was  probably  due  to  the 
obstructing  of  the  east  draw  of  the  bridge  by  the  d6bri8  of  the  bridge, 
which  took  fire  August  21,  1875,  and  fell  into  the  draw.  This,  when 
the  bridge  was  rebuilt,  was  removed  ;  but  a  quantity  of  stone,  which 
either  fell  or  was  thrown  into  the  draw,  still  remains  and  renders  it  una- 
vailable for  navigation.  The  bridge  is  used  by  the  Midland  Railroad 
Company,  who  should  be  held  responsible  for  this  state  of  things. 

RUTHERFORD  PARK  BAR. 

The  small  drilling-scow  was  engaged  in  straightening  the  cut  through 
this  bar  by  removing  projecting  masses  of  bed-rock,  the  stone  in  many 
cases  requiring  to  be  drilled  and  blasted,  when  it  was  taken  up  by 
means  of  a  small  grapple  rigged  on  the  drilling-scow.  Thirty-seven 
surface-blasts  were  made  and  fifteen  holes  drilled  to  an  average  depth 
of  5  feet  each. 

holsman's  bar. 

Work  on  this  bar  was  commenced  by  the  small  drilling-scow,  followed 
by  a  dredging-ma<5hine  hired  by  the  day. 

The  small  drilling-scow  was  engaged  in  removing  stone  from  the  reef, 
so  that  the  dredging-machine  could  commence  operations.  With  the 
dredgingmachine  two  cuts  were  made  through  the  bar,  giving  a  width 
of  50  feet  at  the  top  and  40  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  1,300  feet  long,  with 
a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low- water. 

A  small  bar  above  Holsman's  was  also  removed  by  the  dredging-ma- 
chine, making  a  cut  about  300  feet  in  length. 

Orij^inal  estimate $123,926  OO 

Amount  appropriated 90,000  OO 

AmouDt  expended 89,563  53 
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M(mey  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $17,234  10 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1876 16, 770  63 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 463  47 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 24, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  24, 000  00 


D  6. 
IMPROVING  EAST  CHESTER  CREEK,  NEW  YORK. 

This  work  is  still  awaiting  the  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  State  com- 
missioners appointed  to  purchase  and  condemn  certain  marsh-lands  in 
the  vicinity  of  Lockwoods,  through  which  the  proposed  channel  will  be 
cut.  There  has  been  considerable  delay  experienced  by  the  commis- 
sioners in  obtaining  a  title  to  all  the  several  parcels  of  land  required, 
and  until  the  whole  matter  was  satisfactorily  adjusted,  I  would  not 
agree  to  begin  the  construction  of  the  project  for  the  improvement. 

I  have  been  informed  within  a  few  days  that  the  arrangements  of  the 
commissioners  have  been  perfected  with  regard  to  all  the  parcels  of  land 
save  one,  and  that  at  an  early  date  I  may  expect  to  be  officially  informed 
that  the  legal  impediments  to  a  recommencement  of  operations  will 
have  been  removed. 

Some  further  surveys  have  been  made,  in  order  to  determine  the  best 
line  for  the  cut  through  the  land  near  Lockwoods,  and  which  the  com- 
missioners are  endeavoring  to  secure. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

Ba8in,porcha9eof  8ite.l8acre8,at$150 $2,700  00 

Excavation  to  level  of  mean  low- water,  200,000  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents ....  80, 000  00 

Excavation  of  cnt,  60,000  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents 24,000  00 

Diking  and  revetting  banks  of  cut 12,000  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies 17,800  00 

Total 136,500  00 

Amount  appropriated $37,000  00 

Amount  expended 6,179  18 

East  Chester  Creek  is  in  collection-district  No.  10. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $32,519  79 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 1, 698  97 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 30,820  82 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 136, 500  00 


D7. 
HARBOR  AT  PORT  CHESTER,  NEW  YORK. 

There  being  no  appropriation  for  this  work,  no  operations  were  con- 
dacted  during  the  year. 

Amount  necessary  to  complete  the  original  project,  $84,632. 
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ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

RemoviDg  rocks  and  building  breakwater $96,632  00 

Amount  appropriated 12,000  00 

Amount  expended 9,763  30 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $2,236  70 

Amount  available  July  1,  lri76 2,2:^6  70 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 84,632  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878, 
to  complete  the  removal  of  sunken  rocks 60, 000  OO 


D  8. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  RONDOUT,  N.  Y. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  this  work  for  this  year. 

During  the  winter  of  1874-75,  the  ice  caused  considerable  damage  to 

the  north  dike,  and  the  following  allotments  were  made  for  repairs  to 
the  pile-dike  and  to  the  crib  sunk  at  the  end  of  the  dike : 

Repairs  of  harbors  on  the  Atlantic  coast $762  18 

Contingencies  of  rivers  and  harborS|  &c 237  82 

1,000  00 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

North  dike $41,600  00 

Branch  dike 1 34,400  00 

South  dike 59,600  00 

Dredpring  channel 14,400  00 

Contingencies  and  engineering 22,500  00 

Total 172,500  00 

Amount  appropriated !gi30, 000  00 

Amount  expended 29,990  69 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $9  31 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 9  31 

Amount  appropriated* by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 112,500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  74,  000  00 


D  9. 

IMPROVING  CHANNEL  BETWEEN  STATEN  ISLAND  AND  NEW  JERSEY. 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  year,  as  no  appropriation  was 
made. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  appointed  to  examine  and  report  a  plan  for 
the  further  improvement  of  this  channel  made  their  report  December 
16,  1875. 

ESTIMATB  OF  BOAAD  OF  ENGIXEERS. 

Dredging  230,000  cnbic  yards,  at  16  cents $36,800  00 

Contingencies,  10  percent 3,680  00 

40,480  00 
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Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $254  24 

AmoiiDt  expeuded  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876 24  50 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 229  74 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 480  00 


board  of  engineers. 

letter  op  the  chief  op  engineers. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  /).  (7.,  December  1*,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Engineer 
OflBcers  convened  by  Special  Orders  No.  74,  AdjntautGeneral's  OflBce, 
April  26,  1875,  to  comply  with  section  3  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
March  3,  1875,  which  provides  "  that  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  con- 
vene a  Board  of  Engineers  to  examine  and  report  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  channel  between  Staten 
Island  and  New  Jersey." 

An  examination  and  survey  of  this  channel,  with  the  view  to  its  im- 
provement, was  provided  for  in  the  act  of  June  10,  1872.  This  duty 
was  assigned  to  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  sub- 
mitted a  report  thereon,  suggesting  two  modes  of  improvement,  the  one 
permanent  by  means  of  dikes  and  dredging ;  the  other  by  dredging 
alone,  but  requiring  continued  repetition  of  the  same  process.  The  for- 
mer was  adopted,  and  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  was  applied 
to  the  building  of  about  2,240  feet  of  dike,  as  a  commencement  of  the 
permanent  plan. 

The  Board  believe  in  the  efficacy  of  this  dike  system  of  improvement, 
as  projected  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newton,  to  produce  and  maintain  a 
deep-water  channel,  and  that  it  will  secure  a  channel  of  sufficient  depth 
to  meet  the  present  and  prospective  wants  of  commerce;  but  they  do 
not  reconnmend  the  continuance  of  the  work,  on  the  ground  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  prospective  requirements  of  commerce  on  this 
route  three  years  ago,  its  present  needs  (owing  to  a  change  in  the  loca- 
tion of  the  principal  shipping  port  for  coal  in  vessels  of  large  draught) 
do  not  call  for  a  14-foot  channel  to  be  attained  by  the  construction  of 
dikes  at  large  cost,  but  that  the  existing  channel  can  be  sufficiently  im- 
proved by  dredging  to  a  depth  of  from  10  to  11  feet  at  mean  low-water 
to  accommodate  the  present  commercial  interests;  and  they  submit  a 
plan  in  accordance  with  which  they  recommend  that  this  deepening  and 
widening  should  be  effected,  with  an  estimate  of  cost  thereof,  for  a  depth 
of  II  feet  and  width  of  500  feet,  of  $40,480. 

This  improvement  will,  however,  require  small  expenditures,  from 
time  to  time,  for  its  maintenance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  TTan 
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eeport  of  the  board  of  engineers. 

Army  Building, 
New  Yorky  November  30, 1875. 
General  :  The  Board  of  EDgineers  constituted  \}}/  the  following  or- 
der: 

[Special  Orders  No.  74.] 

War  Dkpartmekt,  Adjutant-General's  Offkus, 

Waahingtotif  April  26,  1875. 
[Extract.] 

•  •  «  «  •  •  » 

4.  In  accordance  with  section  3  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875,  pub- 
lished in  General  Orders  No.  34,  March  23,  1875,  from  this  office,  a  Board  of  Engineers, 
to  consist  of  Col.  Z.  B.  Tower,  Lient.  Col.  H.  G.  Wright,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton, 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Rnrtz,  will  convene  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  Tith  day  of  May, 
1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  examine  and  report  a  plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey. 

Capt.  William  H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engineers,  will  report  to  the  Board  for  duty  aa 
recorder. 

«  «  «  «  «  4»  » 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutan  t-  General. 

met  at  the  Army  building,  New  York,  May  12,  1875,  all  the  members 
and  the  recorder  present. 

From  General  Newton,  verbally,  and  from  his  general  and  special 
reports,  and  plans  presented  in  illustration  thereof,  aided  by  Ooast- 
Survey  charts  and  by  a  visit  to,  and  personal  examination  of^  the  line  of 
channel-improvement  proposed,  the  Board  were  enabled  to  inform  them- 
selves as  to  the  nature  of  the  problem  submitted  for  their  consideration 
and  report. 

Other  questions  growing  out  of  this  contemplated  improve  ment,  in 
volving  riparian  rights,  local  privileges  and  usages,  and  the  wishes  and 
interests  of  the  Delaware  and  Earitan  Canal  Company,  were  fully  set 
forth  by  General  Newton.  The  parties  whose  interests  were  thus  in- 
volved expressed  a  desire  to  present  their  views  relative  to  the  channel- 
improvement  under  consideration. 

Their  request  was  willingly  and  promptly  acceded  to ;  maps  of  the 
locality  were  offered  them,  and  they  were  asked  to  present  their  views 
to  theBoard  in  writing.  A  reply  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Merse- 
reau  only. 

Having  investigated  the  main  subject  at  issue,  and  the  various  ques- 
tions connected  therewith,  we  now  submit  the  following  report  thereon, 
with  a  method  of  channel-improvement  which,  in  our  opinion^  will  meet 
the  present  needs  of  commerce,  though  it  will  not  be  of  a  permanent 
character,  but  will  rather  lead  to  small  expenditures  from  time  to  time 
for  its  maintenance. 

EEPOET. 

A  description  of  the  channel  under  examination,  with  a  brief  notice 
of  the  plan  proposed  for  its  improvement  by  General  Newton,  and  of 
the  opposition  raised  thereto,  seems  necessary  for  a  ready  comprehen- 
sion of  the  whole  subject  involved  in  this  report. 

The  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey  consists  of  Kill 
von  Kull,  separating  the  north  part  of  said  island  from  Bergen  Point; 
of  the  southern  waters  of  Newark  Bay,  t.  e.,  the  present  narrow  passage- 
way for  vessels  passing  between  Shooter's  island  and  the  New  York 
shore,  and  thence  by  a  curved  line  around  the  corner  stake-light  to 
Elizabeth  port ;  and  of  Arthur  Kill,  extending  from  Newark  Bay  to  Perth 
Amboy,  where  its  waters  open  into  Raritan  Bay.  r^r>,r^n]^ 
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The  waters  of  Kill  von  Kull  are  deep  and  wide,  aod  present  no  ob- 
structions to  navigation  other  than  those  due  to  the  tidal  currents  which 
flow  contrariwise  to  those  of  New  York  Bay  between  the  city  of  New 
York  and  Staten  Island,  and  hence,  in  their  passage  to  the  city,  vessels 
most  meet  head-currents  in  one  or  the  other  portion  of  the  route. 

The  channel  of  Arthur  Kill,  in  portions,  is  narrow  and  winding,  its 
soundings  showing  a  minimum  depth,  at  a  few  points  only,  of  from  13 
to  14  feet  at  mean  low-water.  These  depths  could  be  increased  without 
involving  large  expenditures;  but  as  at  high-water  a  draught  of  about 
17  feet  can  pass  these  shoalest  places,  the  present  commerce  of  this  kill 
would  not,  in  our  opinion,  justify  expenditures  to  give  its  channel  a 
greater  depth.  The  passage-way  for  vessels  crossing  the  southern  waters 
of  Newark  Bay,  from  Elizabethport  to  Kill  von  Kull,  has  a  minimum 
depth  at  mean  low-water  of  about  9J  feet.  The  western  portion  of  this 
channel,  where  shoal,  is  narrow  and  curved,  and  does  not  retain  even 
this  depth  of  9^  feet  throughout  its  width.  Though  with  favorable  tides, 
and  currents,  and  winds  sailing-vessels  of  13  feet  draught  may  safely 
pass  through  this  channel,  the  general  commerce  of  these  waters  must 
be  confined  to  shipping  of  less  draught.  The  Coast  Survey  chart,  pre- 
pared more  than  thirty  years  ago,  shows  a  minimum  depth  in  Arthur 
Kill  channel  of  10  feet  at  one  point,  and  of  11  and  12  at  others.  The 
increased  use  of  this  channel  since  that  date  seems  to  have  improved  it, 
and  there  is  no  reason  for  apprehending  any  unfavorable  change  to  its 
regimen  if  left  undisturbed. 

Its  influx  and  reflux  tidal  waters,  aided  by  the  stirring-up  effects  of 
passing  steamers  and  other  vessels,  seem  to  have  removed  silt  depos- 
ited on  these  shoal  places  of  the  channel.  This  same  chart  shows  by 
the  bottom  curves  that  the  flood-tide,  by  virtue  of  its  onward  moving  or 
living  force,  extends  its  erosive  effect  for  a  distance  of  about  1,209  yards 
into  Newark  Bay  before  losing  that  concentrated  force  by  dispersion. 

As  the  outflowing  waters  of  the  reflux  tide  are  not  concentrated  until 
they  enter  Arthur  Kill,  their  erosive  effect  in  Newark  Bay  is  of  little  or 
no  effect  upon  this  bay  channel.  The  influx  waters  of  Kill  von  Kull,  with 
a  cross-section  many  times  larger  than  those  of  Arthur  Kill,  and  a  more 
rapid  flow,  mainly  pass  around  Bergen  Point  and  go  northward.  A 
portion,  however,  by  virtue  of  its  onward  force,  and  by  reason  of  the 
widening  of  the  water-way,  drives  forward  between  Staten  and  Shooter's 
Islands,  eroding  there  a  deep  channel,  and  thence  passes  with  a  curve 
to  be  lost  in  the  bay-expanse  northward.  The  bottom-curves  on  the 
chart  show  that  the  erosive  effect  of  this  influx  reaches  toward  that  of 
Arthur  Kill,  but  that  the  velocity  of  both  currents  is  so  far  diminished 
by  dispersion  as  to  leave  between  the  10-foot  curves  of  the  two  channels 
a  wide  bar,  shoaling  up  in  former  times  to  a  depth  of  5  feet  at  mean  low- 
water. 

The  reflux  tide  by  the  way  of  Kill  von  Kull  is,  in  the  main,  the  reverse 
of  the  inflowing,  and  its  erosive  effects  are  favorable  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  existing  channels.  The  principal  channel  of  Newark  Bay  ap- 
proaches the  eastern  shore  in  its  southern  portion,  and  in  its  upper 
meets  the  united  waters  of  the  Passaic  and  Hackensack  Ilivers,  and 
connects  them  with  Kill  von  Kull,  through  which  they  mainly  flow  into 
New  York  Bay. 

From  this  review  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  formerly  no  continuous 
channel  across  the  south  waters  of  Newark  Bay  to  Kill  von  Kull,  but 
that  a  shoal  of  from  5  to  6  feet  of  water  thereon  at  low-tide,  of  many 
yards  in  extent  from  east  to  we4»t,  lay  across  the  passage-way  from  Eliza- 
bethport channel  to  that  of  Shooter's  Island.  The  development  of  com- 
merce on  these  waters  by  the  construction  of  the  Delaware  and  Karitan 


254  REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

Canal,  in  oounectioii  with  the  rapid  growth  of  our  country  in  the  last 
thirty  or  forty  years,  and  with  the  advance  of  Elizabethport  as  a 
shipping  terminus  of  the  Central  New  Jersey  Eailroad,  has  called  into 
use  large  transport-fleets  of  sailing-vessels,  tow-barges,  propellers,  and 
other  steamers,  on  this  passage-way  between  Staten  Island  and  New 
Jersey,  which,  by  frequent  and  almost  continuous  transit  to  and  fro, 
have  stirred  the  soft,  muddy  bottom  of  the  shoal  in  question,  and 
removed  the  floating  silt  so  as  to  increase  the  depth  thereon  almost 
4  feet — in  fact,  have  created  a  useful  channel,  navigable  at  all  stages 
of  the  tide  by  small  sailing-vessels  and  propellers,  and  by  canal- 
barges  towed  by  steamers,  which  formerly  could  pass  over  this  route 
only  toward  the  period  of  high-water.  It  is  stated  by  Mr.  John  Bon- 
neli,  harbormaster  of  Elizabethport,  that  about  5,000,000  tons  of  freight 
pass  through  the  Delaware  and  Raritau  Canal  yearly,  and  that  other 
ports  in  New  Jersey  have  a  commerce  of  about  3,000,000  tons.  While 
almost  all  of  the  first  amount  passes  through  the  channel  between  Staten 
Island  and  New  Jersey  in  vessels  and  barges,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  3,000,000  tons  also  takes  the  same  route,  as  Eliza- 
bethport still  continues  to  be,  to  a  large  extent,  the  coal  shipping  port 
for  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  readily  seen  that  barges 
under  tow  and  small  vessels  that  can  pass  the  Karitan  Canal  will  find 
no  serious  difficulty  from  the  shoalness  of  the  water  in  the  channel 
across  Newark  Bay,  the  minimum  depth  of  which  is  about  9i  feet.  ■ 
Nevertheless,  the  narrowness  of  the  channel  maintaining  that  depth  at 
low- water  will  inconvenience  them  somewhat,  as  well  as  sailing-vessels, 
when  the  currents  and  winds  are  unfavorable,  and  especially  when 
meeting  large  tows,  and  when  transports  are  numerous  in  the  curved 
and  narrow  portions  of  the  channel  near  the  corner  stake-light. 

It  was  probably  the  presentation  of  these  inconveniences  and  impedi- 
ments to  navigation  in  the  channel  across  Newark  Bay  that  induced 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  act  approved  June  23, 1874,  to 
appropriate  850,000  for  "  improving  the  channel  between  Staten  Island 
and  New  Jersey.''  To  General  Newton,  lieutenant-colonel  of  engineers, 
was  assigned  the  duty  of  presenting  a  project  for  this  expenditure. 

This  project,  in  accordan£e  with  his  plan  of  improvement  submitted 
in  1873,  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  July  13,  1874.  This 
plan,  as  well  as  the  general  reasons  in  support  thereof,  is  set  forth  in 
ins  report  of  February  21,  1873,  and  in  his  communication  of  May  12, 
1875. 

This  Board  concur  with  General  Newton  as  to  the  efficacy  of  his  platt 
to  produce  and  maintain  a  deep-water  channel,  believing  that  his  reason- 
ing thereupon,  while  correct  in  principle,  would  be  found  sound  if  prac- 
tically tested.  This  plan  consists  simply  in  continuing  Arthur  Kill 
between  two  dikes  to  the  deep  channel  on  the  east  shore  of  Newark 
Bay.  These  dikes  will  not  follow  the  present  crooked  channel,  but  will 
pass  to  the  north  of  Shooter's  Island,  the  south  dike  probably  turning^ 
up  the  bay  toward  the  main  channel,  its  direction  and  length,  however, 
being  determined  in  the  progress  of  construction.  It  is  apparent  that, 
to  leave  a  suitable  oi)ening  for  intercepting  a  sufficient  portion  of  the 
outflowing  waters  from  the  bay  above  that  they  may  be  turned  seaward 
through  Arthur  Kill,  the  north  dike  should  not  be  prolonged  as  far  east 
as  the  south.  To  illustrate  this  plan  more  fully,  let  us  suppose  that  the 
flats  of  Newark  Bay  above  the  proposed  north  dike  were  land,  and  that 
Staten  Island  extended  to  the  proposed  south  dike,  leaving  the  main 
channel  of  the  united  rivers  in  their  course  to  Kill  von  Kull  undisturbed. 
The  form  would  be  that  of  a  delta,  dividing  the  united  river- waters,  so 
that  in  reflux  and  influx  about  the  same  relative  portions  would  flow 
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through  the  two  kills  as  at  present.  It  seems  impossible  to  escape 
the  couclasion  that,  under  such  conditions,  the  regimen  of  the  two 
branches  would  not  be  changed,  or  that  it  would  not  vary  essentially 
from  the  result  to  be  obtained  by  General  Newton's  project  further  than 
this,  that,  while  Newark  B^y  exists,  a  larger  body  of  water  with  the 
rising  tide  flows  in  by  the  two  kills  to  fill  it,  and  thence  outward  to 
empty  it;  thus  giving  rise  in  both  kills  to  greater  rapidity  of  current 
and  erosive  eflects,  a  circumstance  favorable  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
present  depth  of  these  kills. 

The  southern  dike  was  commenced  at  its  western  end  November  4, 
1874,  and  was  constructed  for  a  length  of  2,237  feet  eastward  by  May 
20,  1875,  at  which  date  work  thereon  was  discontinued.  Opposition  to 
General  Newton's  project  was  manifested,  about  the  time  the  dike  was 
commenced,  on  the  part  of  oystermeu,  on  the  ground  that  it  interfered 
with  their  business.  General  Newton,  however,  offered  to  leave  open- 
ings in  the  south  dike  from  space  to  space  to  permit  the  passage  of 
oyster-boats.  One  opening  has  already  been  left  for  that  purpose.  The 
most  important  opposition  to  it,  however,  was  manifested  by  the  com- 
pany engaged  in  the  transportation  of  freight,  in  amount  about  5,000,000 
tons,  through  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal. 

These  interests  procured  the  passage  .of  resolutions  by  the  New  York 
legislature,  January  22,  1875,  protesting  "  against  the  projected  mode 
of  improvement  of  the  Kill  von  KuU,'^  &c.,  and  requesting  "the  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  from  New  York  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  obtain  a  modification  of  the  plan  of  said  improvement."  Fol- 
lowing, and  presumably  in  consequence  of,  these  resolutions.  Congress, 
by  section  3  of  act  approved  March  3,  1875,  made  provision  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Board  "  to  examine  and  report  a  plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  channel  between  Stateu  Island  and  New  Jersey." 

Designated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  perform  this  duty,  and  hav- 
ing fully  reviewed  the  subject  as  above  set  forth,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
General  Newton's  plan  of  improvement  will  secure  a  channel  of  suflQcient 
depth  across  Newark  Bay  to  meet  the  present  and  prospective  needs  of 
commerce  on  these  waters.  We  do  not,  however,  recommend  that  this 
plan  be  carried  out,  for  the  following  reasons : 

It  is  based  upon  a  supposed  necessity  for  creating  and  maintaining  a 
channel  from  Elizabethport  to  Kill  von  Kull,  having  a  depth  at  low'- wa- 
ter of  from  14  to  16  feet.  We  do  not  think  this  necessity  now  exists, 
for  far  thegreater  part  of  the  freight  seeking  this  channel  must  be  car- 
ried in  small  vessels  or  barges  that  navigate  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
Canal.  Of  the  remaining  ])ortion,  it  is  presumed  that  Elizabethport, 
the  principal  shipping  and  receiving  port  of  the  Central  Railroad  of 
New  Jersey,  furnishes  the  greater  part.  This  road  has  within  a  few 
years  formed  a  new  coal-depot  at  Johnstonville,  on  the  deep  waters  of 
the  Kill  von  Kull.  Coal- vessels  bound  eastward,  of  too  great  a  draught 
to  pass  Newark  Bay,  can  load  at  this  new  depot,  while  those  bound  to 
southern  ports  may  pass  from  Elizabethport  seaward  through  Arthur 
Kill,  neither  using  this  channel  across  Newark  Bay,  Ordinary  freight 
for  the  short  course  from  New  York,  or  from  points  on  the  Hudson  or 
East  Rivers,  will  not  require,  and  will  not  probably  seek,  a  large  class 
of  vessels  for  its  transportation. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  projected  route,  by  reason  of  the  abrupt 
transition  of  direction  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  dikes,  will  inconve- 
nience the  towage  companies.  While  the  advantages  of  a  wider,  deeper, 
and  shorter  channel,  only  about  a  mile  long  between  dikes,  more  than 
compensate  for  the  inconveniences  of  this  change  of  direction  to  the 
larger  class  of  vessels,  it  is  quite  probable  that  large  t(>w|^  ^^fe^lc 
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preference,  take  the  present  channel  if  suitably  improved.  Any  prop- 
osition to  dike  in  the  present  channel  woald  doubtless  prove  a  failure, 
as  the  meeting  of  the  Arthur  Kill  and  Kill  von  Kull  currents  would 
form  a  shoal  somewhere  between  the  dikes,  or  at  their  entrance,  and 
thus  defeat  the  purpose  of  their  construction.  This  Board  place  their 
decision  not  to  recommend  the  dike  system  of  improvement  alreadj 
commenced,  solely  on  this  ground :  that  whatever  may  have  been  the 
prospective  requirements  of  commerce  on  this  route  three  years  ago,  its 
present  needs  do  not,  in  their  opinion,  call  for  a  14-foot  channel  at  meaa 
low- water,  to  be  attained  by  the  construction  of  dikes  at  large  cost,  Od 
the  contrary,  they  believe  that  the  existing  channel  can  be  sufficiently 
improved  to  accommodate  present  commercial  interests,  by  dredg^ing  to 
a  depth  of  10  to  11  feet  at  mean  low-water,  by  diminishing  its  curva- 
ture at  the  corner  stake-light,  and  by  giving  it  such  width  as  to  i>ennit 
the  passage  of  large  tows  and  the  largest  class  of  sailing-vessels  in  use 
on  these  waters,  without  risk  of  colliding  or  grounding.  We  therefore 
recommend  that  this  deepening  and  widening  of  the  channel  be  effected 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  which  we  now  submit. 

As  the  channel,  in  its  western  and  difficult  portion,  was  produced  by 
the  transit  of  large  tows  drawn  by  steamers,  and  by  the  larger  class  of 
propellers,  it  is  presumed  that,  when  deepened,  the  same  causes  will 
help  maintain  that  depth  and  diminish  the  expenditures  that  will  be  re- 
quired from  time  to  time  for  dredging. 

Should  the  future  needs  of  commerce  demand  a  deeper  channel  than 
11  feet,  which  we  propose  to  attain  by  dredging,  it  is  our  opinion  that 
recourse  must  be  had  to  the  system  of  dikes  proposed  by  General  New- 
ton. But  in  that  event  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  the  sontheni 
dike  continuous,  cutting  off  the  passage  by  the  way  of  Shooter  Island, 
so  as  to  retain  the  full  flow  of  water  between  the  dikes  throughout  their 
lengths. 

At  the  extreme  west  end  of  the  southern  dike  a  boat-opening  should 
be  left,  and  a  boat-channel  excavated  along  the  shore  to  Bridge  Creek, 
as  proposed  by  General  Newton,  to  permit  the  oystermen  to  have  free 
access  to  Stateu  Island  and  to  the  creek  for  a  harbor. 

The  drawing  accompanying  this  report  shows  the  southern  waters  of 
Newark  Bay  and  a  portion  of  Arthur  Kill  and  Kill  von  Kull,  with  the 
soundings,  bottom  curves,  and  existing  channeMines. 

The  channel  proposed  by  this  board  is  marked  thereon  in  strong 
black  lines,  about  500  feet  apart.  The  curve  of  this  channel,  while  con- 
forming to  the  line  of  the  deepest  water,  is  less  abrupt  at  the  comer- 
stake  light  than  that  of  the  existing  channel. 

The  estimated  cost  of  excavating  this  channel  to  a  depth  of  II  feet 
and  a  width  of  500  feet  is : 

ESTIMATE. 

Dredging  230,000  cubic  yards,  at  16  cents $36,800 

CoDtiugencies,  10  per  ceut 3,6dO 

Total. 40,480 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

Z.  B.  TOVTER, 

Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Major  GeneraL 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Engineers ^  Breve  Major- GeneraL 

J.  D.  Kurtz, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel  of  Engineers, 
Brig. Gin.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  S.  A,  ^  I 
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In  1874  the  amount  of  coal  deposited  at  Elizabethport  for  shipment 
by  vessels  was  three-fourths  of  a  million  of  tons,  exclusive  of  other  mer- 
chandise, as  iron-pipe,  &c. 

Eeccntly,  however,  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  Western  Railroad, 
which  had  used  Elizabethport  as  one  of  its  termini,  has  concentrated  its 
deposit  of  coal  at  Hoboken.  This  must  materially  diminish  the  import- 
ance of  Elizabethport  as  a  shipping-point,  but  whether  the  loss  thus  ex- 
perienced will  be  compensated  from  other  sources  is  not  definitely'  known. 
The  position  being  thus  very  different  from  that  of  the  years  1873  and 
1874,  when  the  project  for  a  permanent  improvement  was  made  and  the 
work  commenced,  it  would  seem  expedient  for  the  Government  to  sus- 
pend further  action  in  the  work  of  permanent  improvement  of  the  chan- 
nel at  Elizabethport  until  its  future  prospects  shall  have  a  better  out- 
look. As  to  the  improvement  of  the  present  channel  by  dredging,  it  is 
evident  that  it  will  be  temporary  only,  and  must  require  renewal. 

The  necessity  for  this  improvement  even  is  not  apparent,  but  8  feet 
of  draught  ean  be  passed  through  the  Delaware  and  Baritan  Canal, 
while  the  draught  in  the  present  channel  at  its  shoalest  point  is  9^  feet. 
The  amount  of  freight  through  the  canal  by  official  statement  was  in 
1871  not  6,000,000  tons,  buf  3,053,857  tons,  and  at  the  present  time  prob- 
ably does  not  much  exceed  that  limit.  If,  as  it  is  stated.  Fort  Johnston, 
on  Kill  von  Kull,  and  situated  in  deep  water,  will  suffice  for  the  ship- 
ment of  coal  in  large  vessels,  there  would  appear  to  be  no  necessity  for 
such  vessels  to  pass  through  the  channel  leading  to  Elizabethport  and 
recommended  to  be  improved  by  dredging,  which  channel  does  now  suf- 
fice for  the  canal-barges,  propellers,  and  small  vessels  using  it  to  go  to 
Elizabethport  or  through  the  canal.  If  Elizabethport  does  not  emerge 
from  its  present  state  of  decadence,  additional  reasons  exist  against  un- 
dertaking any  improvement  whatever. 

To  sum  up : 

Ist.  In  the  present  condition  and  prospect  of  Elizabethport,  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  prosecute  the  works  of  permanent  improvement 
designed  in  1873  and  commenced  in  1874. 

2d.  The  depth  in  the  present  channel  being  sufficient  for  the  class  of 
vessels  using  the  canal,  and  for  the  barges  and  small  class  of  vessels 
which,  for  the  future,  and  until  a  change  for  the  better,  will  continue  to 
frequent  Elizabethport,  no  apparent  necessity  exists  for  deepening  or 
widening  the  channel. 

3d.  No  increase  in  depth  or  width  in  the  channel  can  be  maintained, 
except  by  repetitions  of  the  dredging  process. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  necessary  to  add  that  Mr.  Francis  B.  Stevens,  of 
the  company  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  freight  through  the  Dela- 
ware and  Baritan  Canal,  who  wrote  a  communication  to  the  Chief  of  En- 
gineers adverse  to  the  project  approved  by  the  Government  for  the  per- 
manent improvement,  and  who  expressed  a  desire  to  be  heard  before  the 
Board,  although  invited  to  set  forth  his  views  and  offered  every  proper 
facility  to  this  end,  has  failed  to  do  so,  either  personally  or  by  represent- 
ative. Mr.  Stevens,  owing  to  his  connection  with  the  towing  business 
and  to  his  personal  interest  therein,  would  have  obtained  respectful 
attention  for  his  views  a«  to  the  character  and  nature  of  the  improve- 
ments suitable  for  convenient  navigation,  as  well  as  to  his  opposition  to 
the  plan  of  improvements  adopted  by  the  Oovemment,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  such  information  from  a  source  known  to  be  responsible 
has  not  been  furnished. 

John  Nbwton, 
Lieut  Col  of  JEngineerSj  Brevet  Major-Qj^erdL 
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D   10. 
IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  BURLINGTON,  VERMONT. 

The  superstructure  of  the  extension  of  145  feet,  under  contract  with 
Luther  Whituey,  extending  iu  a  northerly  direction,  has  been  com- 
pleted. 

Under  appropriation  of  March  3,  1875,  under  contract  with  James  D. 
Hancock,  the  crib- work  of  an  extension  of  160  feet,  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion, has  been  sunk  in  position  and  filled  with  stone,  the  superstructure 
of  which  has  been  commenced  and  will  be  completed  between  July  1 
and  December  31, 1876. 

During  the  month  of  February,  1876,  220  feet  of  the  southern  end  of 
the  breakwater  was  materially  injured  by  a  succession  of  ice-floes  com- 
ing in  contact  with  it  during  the  prevalence  of  a  terrific  northwesterly 
storm. 

This  section,  consisting  of  two  cribs,  each  110  feet  in  length,  was  sun- 
dered from  the  main  body  of  the  work,  in  a  southerly  direction,  leaving 
a  clean  gap  between  the  two  of  26  feet;  its  northern  end  is  about  7  feet 
out  of  line  and  its  southern  some  25  feet ;  the  structure  is  somewhat 
distorted,  stands  about  15  inches  out  of  vertical,  with  its  top  or  surface 
about  4  feet  below  its  original  level. 

BarliDffton  Harbor  is  in  the  coUeotion-district  of  VermoDt ;  nearest  port  of  entry, 
WindmiU  Point ;  the  nearest  fort.  Fort  Montgomeiy,  New  York. 
An  appropriation  of  $50^000  is  asked. 

ESTIBiATR. 

For  2,000  feet  of  breakwater-extension  in  a  northwest  direction,  as  recom- 
mended in  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1874 $340, 000  00 

Amount  appropriated 25,000  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $33,038  33 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 25, 447  62 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  ^6,480  due  on  contracts 7, 590  71 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 20, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated )  reauired  for  completion  of  existing  project 295, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  50, 000  00 


D  II. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  SWANTON,  VERMONT. 

The  broken  section  of  the  TOfoot  crib  constructed  by  Luther  Whitney, 
under  the  appropriation  of  June  23,  1874,  has  been  repaired  and  the 
superstructure  of  this  extension  completed. 

Under  ^e  appropriation  of  March  3, 1875,  the  crib-work  of  an  exten- 
sion of  69  feet,  by  contract  with  James  D.  Hancock,  has  been  sunk  in 
the  line  already  adopted  and  filled  with  stone ;  the  superstructure  will 
be  completed  between  July  1  and  December  31, 1876. 

Swanton  Harbor  is  in  the  oollection-distriot  of  Vermont ;  the  nearest  port  of  entry, 
Windmill  Point ;  nearest  fort,  Fort  Montgomery,  New  York. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

1,900  linear  feet  of  breakwater $272,160  00 

Amount  appropriated 33,000  00 

Amount  expended 29,588  1& 
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Money  statement. 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $12,843  91 

Amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876 9, 432  06 

Amoant  available  Jaly  1, 1876,  inclading  ^^2,470.20  due  on  contracts 3, 411  85 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 2, 000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 237, 160  00 


AhBiraci  of  Udafor  extenHon  of  breakwater  at  Sxcanton,  Ft,  opened  June  10, 1875. 


Bidders. 
V 

JftmesD.  Eanoock 

James  D.  Leary 

Luther  Whitney 


Crib  complete  and  snnk 
in  position. 


Snperstmctare    com- 
plete. 


Total. 


|78  per  linear  foot 

85.95  per  linear  foot .. 
90  per  linear  foot 


938  per  linear  foot 

98.48  per  linear  foot.. 
29  per  linear  foot 


tl06  00 
114  43 
119  00 


AMrad  of  ooniracifor  oonstruoting  Inreakwater  at  Swantan  Harhar,  Vermont. 


Contractor. 

Date  of  con- 
tract. 

Suliject  of  contract 

Bemarks. 

James  D.  Hancock . . . 

N.  Y. 

Jnne26,1875 

69  linear  feet  of  hreak- 
water  extension 

Crib- work  to  be  completed 

the   saperstmcture    be- 
tween July  1,  1876,  and 
December  31, 1876. 

D    12. 


IMPROVING  OTTER  CREEK,  VERMONT. 

Under  the  appropriatiou  of  March  3, 1875,  under  contract  with  James 
D.  Hancock,  dredging  operations  were  commenced  on  July  1,  and  con- 
tinued to  August  31, 1875;  during  this  period  the  work  being  limited 
to  the  improvement  of  those  points  of  the  creek  which  were  found  most 
embarrassing  to  its  navigation,  viz: 

Along  the  west  shore  of  the  basin  a  cnt  50  feet  wide,  and  of  the  re- 
quired depth,  has  been  extended  from  a  point  opposite  the  upper  '<  coal- 
wharf "  to  within  about  150  feet  of  the  "  Horse-nail  Factory  wharf  at 
the  foot  of  the  falls ;  the  channel  opposite  the  coal-wharf  made  30  feet 
wide;  stone  and  other  obstructions  cleared  away  from  the  face  and 
approaches  to  the  ^^  steamboat- wharf,"  and  the  channel  at  the  brick* 
yard,  Sherman's,  Gage's,  and  Crittenden-s  Bends,  Dead  Creek,  and  Fort 
Cassln  Point  materially  improved. 

The  amount  of  materials  removed  from  the  various  points  dredged  is 
13,000  cubic  yards,  consisting  of  silt,  stone,  clay,  gravel,  and  sunken 
logs. 

The  improvements  thus  far  made  enable  vessels  to  ascend  with  their 
cargoes  to  within  150  feet  of  the  "  Horse-nail  Factory  wharf.'' 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  and  west  side  of  the 
basin  the  amount  required  will  be  $43,146. 

Yergennes  is  in  the  ooUeotion-district  of  Vermont ;  nearest  port  of  entry,  WiDdmiU 
Point ;  nearest  fort.  Fort  Montgomery,  New  York. 
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OBIOINAL  ESTIMATE. 

Dredging,  diking,  and  fascine  work $57,646  00 

Removing  trees t 600  00 

58,146  00 
Amoant  appropriated 15,000  00 

Money  statement 

Amonnt  available  July  1, 1875 $5,086  47 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 5, 0*22  78 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 63  69 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 43, 146  00 


D  13. 
EXAMINATION  AT  ROUSE^S  POINT,  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN,  NE W  YORK. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  Yarkj  March  8, 1876. 
General  :  In  obedience  to  the  act  approved  March  3, 1875, 1  have 
respectfully  to  report  upon  the  examination  of  Boose's  Point,  New  York. 
This  locality  was  surveyed  and  examined  in  the  fiscal  year  1872-73, 
and  a  report  for  improvement  based  thereon  was  submitted  January  20, 
1873.    This  report  has  been  printed,  and  may  be  found  ^n  the  report  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873. 
No  new  suggestions  for  the  improvement  have  suggested  themselves. 
I  transmit  herewith  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  David  White,  assist- 
ant engineer,  containing  statistics  of  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
locality,  and  a  tracing  showing  results  of  a  partial  survey  made  during 
the  past  season. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Newton, 
Lieutenant' Colonel  of  Engineers, 
Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers. 


report  of  mr.  david  white,  assistant  engineer. 

Fort  Montgomery, 
JBoiua'a  Point,  N.  T.,  January  26, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  yonr  communication 
of  September  2, 1875^  I  have  made  an  examination  of  Souse's  Point  Harbor,  New 
York. 

A  series  of  soundings  in  parallel  lines  across  the  "  outlet,''  and  extending  from  near 
Stony  Point,  northwa^,  to  the  yioinity  of  the  United  States  boundary-line,  have  been 
taken,  and  the  coast-lines  at  either  side  of  the  lake,  together  with  the  wharves  and 
other  improvements  at  House's  Point,  carefully  observed ;  and  as  a  supplement  to  my 
report  on  this  harbor  made  to  you  January  6, 1873, 1  would  respectfully  state,  as  will 
be  seen  by  comparing  the  map  of  this  harbor,  herewith  sent,  with  the  former,  that 
no  material  changes  have  since  taken  place,  save  the  construction  of  a  small  yharf  a 
few  rods  north  of  the  railroad -bridge,  for  the  accommodation  of  a  large  printing  and 
publishing  house  which  has  recently  been  established  there. 
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The  need  of  a  breakwater  at  this  point,  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  in  the 
interest  of  local,  national,  and  inteArnational  commerce,  as  fally  embodied  in  my  former 
report,  remain  the  same. 

It  will  be  remembered  this  "  ontlet"  lies  within  the  limit  of  the  ooUection-distriot  of 
two  States,  with  their  respNBctive  ports  of  entry  for  foreign  trade,  Roose's  Point  and 
Windmill  Point,  at  either  side. 

The  following  summary  statements  of  the  foreign  trade  at  this  outlet  were  kindly 
furnished  me  by  the  deputy  collectors  of  customs  of  the  respective  ports  of  entry  : 

Tonnage. 
Number  of  vessels  entered  from  Canada  in  the  collection-district  of 
Champlain,  New  York,  Rouse's  Point  port  of  entry,  during  the  year 

ending  December  31, 1876 1,311        106,636 

Vessels  cleared  to  Canada 1,438       118,378 

Vessels  cleared  coastwise 809         75,684 

Total 3,558        300,698 

IMPORTS. 

Entered  for  transportation  in  bond $745,099  00 

Entered  for  consumption 559,782  33 

1,304,881  33 

EXPORTS. 

Domestic $1,151,199  00 

Number  of  vessels  enrolled  in  this  district 882 

Tonnage 62,047.85 

Number  jof  vessels  entered  and  cleared  in  the  district  of  Vermont,  Wind- 
mill Point  port  of  entry,  from  June  30, 1874,  to  June  30, 1875 1 ,  117 

Tonnage 207,119 

Cargoes  per  said  vessels  was,  of  lumber,  feet 59,743,767 

Value  of  lumber $832,279  00 

Steamers  and  sail-craft  arriving  at  and  departing  from  Rouse's  Point 

Harbor  to  home  ports  from  May  1  to.  November  §0, 1875 921 

Tonnage 619,181 

Freight  transshipped  at  this  harbor,  as  far  as  rendered,  during  the  above 

period,  tons 35,845 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  White, 

Assistant  Engineir, 

Gen.  John  Newton, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Engineers, 


D  14. 
SURVEY  AT  PORT  HENRY,  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN,  NEW  YORK. 

United  States  Engineer  Ofpice, 

Xew  Yorlcy  N.  Z.,  March  29, 1876. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  section  2  of  the  act 
approved  March  3, 1875,  ordering  examinations  or  surveys  at  "  Port 
Henry,  Lake  Champlain,  for  a  breakwater,"  1  have  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  The  survey  was  assigned  to  Mr  David  White,  assistant  en- 
gineer, who  has  submitted,  as  the  results,  a  chart  and  report,  which  are 
herewith  transmitted. 

The  position  and  length  of  the  breakwater  designed  seem  to  be 
suitable  to  afford  the  protection  asked  for,  the  estimated  cost  being 
$559,030. 
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Port  Henry  is  in  the  coUection-district  of  Champlain,  N.  Y. ;  Rouse's  Point  the  near- 
est port  of  entry.  * 

Fort  Montgomery,  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain,  is  the  nearest  fort,  and  the  nearest 
light-house,  that  on  Crown  Point. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

John  Newton, 
Lieut.  CoL  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Major- OeneraL 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  EngineerSj  U,  S.  A, 


report  of  mr.  david  white,  assistant  engineer. 

Fort  Montgomery, 
Eou8€^8  Point,  If.  F.y  January  26,  1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  accompanying  map  and  report 
of  a  survey  of  Port  Henry,  New  York,  made  in  accordance  with  your  directions  dated 
September  2,  1875. 

Lake  Champlain  extends  from  about  43°  34'  to  45°  north  latitude,  and  lies  between 
Vermont  and  New  York,  the  boundary-line  between  those  States  running  through  its 
axis ;  the  lake  in  a  right  line  from  north  to  south  is  consequently  about  100  miles  in 
length,  and  varies  from  J  to  11^  miles  in  width ;  the  "  Narrow  Lake,''  as  it  is  termed, 
extending  from  its  southern  extremity  at  Whitehall,  northward  to  "  Crown  Point,"  a 
distance  of  about  36  miles,  and  its  broader  part  from  this  point  to  its  conHnence  with 
the  Richelieu  River,  at  Rouse's  Point. 

At  Crown  Point,  by  an  abrupt  receding  of  the  west,  or  left,  shore  from  the  right,  the 
lake  increases  from  1,400  feet  to  about  ft  miles  in  width,  and  thus,  by  a  circuitous 
sweep  of  the  shore  from  Crown  Point  westwardly,  together  with  the  railroad  embank- 
ments and  bridge,  is  formed  the  bay  embracing  Port  Henry  Harbor. 

At  the  foot  of  this  bay,  and  extending  in  a  northerly  direction  along  the  west  bank 
of  the  lake,  lies  the  harbor-front  or  series  of  docks,  embracing  a  low  coast-line  of  about 
1^  miles  in  length,  the  shore  above  and  below  this  rising  in  high  and  abrupt  bluffs,  in 
many  places  the  rocks  rising  vertically  from  the  water  at  the  foot  of  the  bluffs  and 
flanking  the  harbor.  On  the  south  lies  '*  Bulwagga  Bay,"  a  marsh  of  about  2  miles  in 
length  and  of  varying  width.  Bounded  by  the  low  coast-line  and  adjoining  the  docks 
is  a  narrow  strip  of  level  land,  comprising  the  piling-grounds,  yards,  and  iron- works  of 
the  various  minmg  and  manufacturing  companies. 

From  this  the  surface  gradually  rises  to  the  west  from  450  to  500  feet  in  height,  when 
it  expands  into  a  hilly  plateau  region,  rising  into  mountains  of  various  heights,  distrib- 
uted over  the  township  of  Moriah,  of  which  Port  Henry  is  a  part,  which  mountains  are 
exceedingly  rich  in  minerals.  A  large  number  of  veins  have  beien  opened,  containing 
iron  ore  in  apparently  inexhaustible  quantities  and  producing  iron  of  a  most  excellent 
qualitv,  all  of  which  is  transported  by  railroad  to  Port  Henry,  for  both  shipment  and 
manufacture,  formerly  the  chief  business  of  the  town. 

As  will  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  map  herewith  sent,  the  harbor  is  naturally  well 
protected  on  the  east  and  south,  but  open  to  north  and  westerly  storms,  and  it  is  here, 
at  its  lower  end,  that  a  breakwater  is  needed  to  give  to  the  harbor  the  additional  se- 
curity it  requires. 

The  harbor  has  a  good  anchorage  bottom  and  an  ample  depth  of  water,  except  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  part  of  it  known  as  *^  Reynold  &  Co.'s  lumber-yard,"  where,  by  the  ac- 
cumulation of  silt  brought  down  bv  Mill  Brook,  a  mere  mountain-torrent  debouching 
in  at  the  north  side  of  the  basin,  the  water  is  too  shoal  for  vessels  of  the  larger  class 
during  the  lower  stages  of  the  lake. 

In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  commerce  centering  here,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
statistics  given  below,  I  would  respectfully  propose  that  the  harbor  be  given  the  addi- 
tional protection  it  requires  by  the  interposition  of  a  breakwater. 

It  is  proposed  to  place  this  breakwater  in  the  position  as  indicated  upon  the  map, 
the  same  to  be  composed  of  crib-work  3,500  in  length  and  30  feet  wide,  and  similar  in 
construction  to  that  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  the  water  along  the  proposed  line  having  an 
average  depth  of  32  feet ;  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  including  labor,  is  as  follows: 

1,066,800  cubic  feet  of  pine  timber,  at  30  cents $320, 040  00 

105,000  feet,  (board  measure,)  pine  plank,  §25 2, 625  00 

965,019  pounds  drift-bolts,  at  4  cents 38,600  76 

11,760  pounds  of  8-inch  spikes,  at  5  cents 5^  00 

124,263  cubic  yards  of  rubble,  at  §1 124,263  00 

Contingencies  15  percent '    72,913  24 

Total rr:^-^  $559,030  00 
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The  following  is  a  Bummary  of  the  statistics,  so  far  as  roDdered,  of  the  business  of 
Port  Henry,  N.  Y.,  for  the  years  1873, 1874,  and  1875,  respectively : 


1873. 


Tons  of 
freight. 


Nature  of  freisht. 


18.816 
3t»,  913 
36,579 


384,308 


Iron  shipped 

Iron-ore  shipped 

Coal  received 

Cargoes  of  merchandise  and  building  material  received 


!* 
II 
BS 


198 

2,670 

399 

135 


3,40S 


Valae. 


1714, 008  00 

8, 654, 928  13 

390,335  68 


3,589,271  81 


1874. 


12,544 

181,  708 

3.450 

35.645 


233,347 


Iron  shipped 

Iron-oro  shipped 

Iron-ore  received 

Coal  received 

Cargoes  of  merchandise  and  building  material  received 


$385, 320  00 

1, 081,  660  64 

27, 600  00 

230, 142  74 


1,  724, 723  38 


1875. 


13.853 

Iron  shipped 

136 

2,028 

123 

378 

25 

22 

$357  797  00 

234,582 

Iron-ore  snipped 

1,020,012  34 

62,957  00 

252,  415  48 

13,486 

Iron-ore  received 

37,576 

Coal  received 

2,756 

Liimeatone  received 

3,445  00 

Cargoes  of  merchandise  and  bnilding  mat^^rials  received 

302,253 

2,712 

1,696,626  82 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  may  be  mentioned  the  regular  daily  calls  made  by  the 
passenger-steamers  in  making  their  trips  between  Rouse's  Point  and  Ticonderoga  dnr- 
ing  the  season  of  navigation,  for  the  conveyance  of  both  freight  and  passengers ;  like- 
wise those  of  the  tow-ooats  of  the  four  transportation  lines  plying  between  Whitehall 
and  Canada,  for  the  towage  of  vessels  to  and  from  the  port. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  White, 
AMistant  Engineer, 
Gen.  John  Newton, 

Lieut.  Col.  Corps  of  Engineers, 


Dis. 
SURVEY  OF  ECHO  HARBOR,  NEW  ROCHELLE,  NEW  YORK. 

United  States  ENaiNEEE  Office, 

New  YorJcy  December  20, 1875. 
General.  :  I  have  respectfully  to  forward  a  report  upon  Echo  Harbor, 
Kew  Bochelle,  N.  Y.,  and  a  chart  thereof,  in  compliance  with  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875. 

Echo  Harbor  is  a  well-sheltered  expanse  of  water,  being  land-locked 
on  all  sides  except  the  southeast,  where  it  opens  into  the  Long  Island 
Sound. 
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It  has  a  good  anchorage-ground,  and  offers  a  harbor  of  refuge  for 
smaller  crafts  at  present. 

The  bay  is  easy  of  approach  at  all  stages  of  tide,  the  18-foot  curve  of 
the  sound  extending  into  the  bay,  the  depth  of  water  gradually  increas- 
ing as  we  advance  toward  the  fair  water  of  the  sound. 

Echo  Bay  is  2  nautical  miles  to  the  northwest  of  Execution  light,  and 
21  miles  distant  from  Sand's  light,  Oow's  Neck. 

By  water  the  distance  from  Echo  Bay  to  Fort  Schuyler  and  fort  at 
Willet's  Point  is  7  nautical  miles,  and  to  the  Battery,  J^ew  York  City, 
21  miles. 

N'ew  Eochelle,  a  thriving  city,  through  which  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Eailroad  passes,  lies  adjacent  to  this  harbor. 

Echo  Harbor  belongs  to  the  collection-district  of  New  York  City,  which  is  also  the 
nearest  port  of  entry. 

Mr.  A.  Doerflinger,  assistant  engineer,  has  satisfactorily  executed 
the  survey,  plotted  the  greatest  part  of  the  field-notes,  and  gathered 
valuable  information  bearing  upon  the  purposes  for  which  the  survey 
was  made. 

The  field-work  of  the  survey  was  done  during  the  month  of  July,  1875. 
Two  base-lines  were  measured,  the  first  along  the  beach  on  the  southerly 
shore  of  the  bay,  1,020.10  feet  long ;  the  second  as  a  base  of  verification, 
along  the  road  running  to  Beaufort  Point,  578.67  feet  long.  The 
azimuth  of  the  first  base-line  was  astronomically  determined,  and  its 
true  bearing  from  station  No.  2,  from  which  the  observations  were  made, 
found  to  be  south  60^  4tV  5^"  east;  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
8o  2'  west. 

From  this  base-line  a  triangulation  was  extended  over  the  area  to  be 
embraced  in  the  survey,  and  from  the  trigonometrical  points  thus  de- 
termined such  other  stations  as  became  necessary  for  the  development 
of  the  hydrography  and  topography  were  located.  A  tide-gauge  was 
set  up  at  Hudson's  dock,  Beaufort  Point,  and  carefully  leveled  into  two 
permanent  bench-marks. 

In  consequence  of  the  small  appropriation  available  fdr  the  survey, 
regular  day-observations  only  were  made  at  this  gauge  during  one 
lunation ;  from  these  observations  the  following  data  were  deduced : 
Corrected  establishment,  11^  23°";  mean  rise  and  fall  of  tides,  7.27  feet : 
rise  of  highest  tide  observed  above  mean  low- water,  8.51  feet;  fall  oi 
lowest  tide  below  mean  low- water,  1.11  feet ;  mean  duration  of  rise,  6^  14™ ; 
mean  duration  of  fall,  6*^  12™;  duration  of  high- water  stand,  0^  46™; 
duration  of  low-water  stand,  0^  32™. 

There  is  scarcely  any  current  perceptible  in  the  bay,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  along  the  westerly  shore  of  Premium  Point  and  Out  Island, 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  ebb,  due  to  the  tidal  discharge  of  the 
mill-pond  above  Premium  Point. 

The  old  milldam  at  this  point  has  so  contracted  the  water-way  as  to 
prevent  a  full  exchange  of  tides,  thus  producing  a  strong  local  current 

All  the  soundings  were  located  by  instrumental  observations  on  shore ; 
those  to  a  depth  of  18  feet  were  taken  by  means  of  a  pole  divided  into 
feet  and  tenths,  and  those  of  a  greater  depth  with  a  line  divided  into 
fathoms  and  feet. 

The  survey  was  plotted  on  a  scale  of  ^^o,  the  detail  maps  of  the 
obstructions  on  a  scale  of  ^5. 

The  tidal  reductions  were  carefully  made,  and  the  soundings  reduced 
to  mean  low-water,  and  introduced  on  the  plot. 

The  improvement  for  the  benefit  of  navigation  would  consist  in  the 
removal  and  marking  of  certain  dangerous  rocky  obstructions. 
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Sheep's-head  reef,  lying  about  midway  between  Echo  Island  and 
Dack  Point,  is  a  dangerous  obstruction,  having  1.6  feet  of  water  over 
its  highest  point  at  mean  low-water.  It  lies  directly  in  the  path  of 
vessels  passing  in  and  out  of  the  bay. 

Owing  to  its  distance  off  shore,  and  the  different  aspect  of  the  bay  at 
different  stages  of  the  tide,  its  position  is  very  deeeptive,  and  vessels 
are  very  apt  to  strike  it^  especially  when  beating  in  against  a  northwest 
wind. 

Start  Eock  is  located  about  120  feet  off  Beaufort  Point,  directly  in  the 
channel. 

In  consequence  of  the  narrowness  of  the  water-way,  this  is  also  a  very 
dangerous  obstruction  to  vessels  passing  Beaufort  Point;  its  highest 
point  projects  2.2  feet  above  the  plane  of  mean  low-water. 

This  and  Sheep's-head  are  the  two  most  dangerous  obstructions. 

Though  not  relatively  so  important  to  navigation,  the  removal  of  Long 
Bock,  an  obstruction  already  marked  by  two  iron  spindles,  would  nearly 
double  the  width  of  the  channel  in  front  of  Beaufort  Point.  The  re- 
moval of  the  3  rocks  above  specified  would  principally  benefit  the 
local  trade.  There  being  sufflcien  t  water-way  to  the  north  ward  of  Bailey's 
Bock,  all  that  would  be  needed  at  this  point  would  be  the  erection  of  a 
beacon  or  spindle  on  the  rock,  to  indicate  its  position. 
'This  rock  is  particularly  dangerous  to  vessels  entering  the  harbor  at 
high- water,  as  it  is  then  entirely  submerged ;  it  projects  3.5  feet  above 
the  surface  at  mean  low- water. 

All  these  rocks  consist  of  gneiss,  nearly  vertically  stratified,  and  run- 
ning in  a  northeasterly  direction. 

After  passing  Beaufort  Point  the  water  shoals  up  very  rapidly,  the 
inner  harbor  running  almost  entirely  dry  at  low-water ;  if  this  basin 
was  dredged  to  a  depth  of  about  6  feet  at  mean  low-water,  it  would 
afford  a  very  safe  anchorage  to  vessels,  and  also  much  facilitate  their 
unloading,  although  this  improvement  might  properly  be  left  to  private 
enterprise. 

ESTIMATB  OP  COST  OF  IMPROVTNO  ECHO  HARBOR,  NEW  ROCHELLE,  NEW  YORK,  BY 
THE  REMOVAL  OF  SHEBP8HEAD  ROCK  TO  A  DEPTH  OF  9  FEET  BELOW  MEAN  LOW- 
WATER,  AND  OF  START  ROCK  TO  A  DEPTH  OF  7  FEET  BELOW  MEAN  LOW-WATER. 

Skeepshead  Bochf  872.5  cnbio  yards  above  the  9-foot  carve  of  905  square  feet 
area,  at  $24.30  per  cabic  yard (21,201  75 

Start  Bock,  370  cabic  yards,  spread  over  an  area  of  264  square  yards  within 
the  6-foot  carve,  at  $34.25  per  cubic  yard 12,672  50 

Contingencies  and  engineering,  15  per  cent,  of  the  above 5, 081  13 

Total 1 38,955  38 

The  cost  for  the  additional  removal  of  Long  Eock  to  a  depth  of  6  feet 
at  mean  low- water  would  increase  the  above  sum  by  $37,696. 

The  survey  and  plotting  was  under  the  general  charge  of  Mr.  Julius 
H.  Striedinger,  assistant  engineer. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  acknowledge  from  Gapt.  A.  B. 
Hudsoo,  of  New  Bocbelle,  the  receipt  of  information  upon  the  trade- 
statistics  of  the  place.    (Copy  of  letter  appended.) 
Bespectfully  submitted* 

John  Newton, 
Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  Oen^ 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphbets, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 
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commercial  statistics. 

New  Rochelle,  Westchesteb  County,  New  York, 

December  10, 1875. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yoar  esteemed  favor  of  the  6tb  instant,  asking  me  for  information  on  cer- 
tain points  bearing  upon  the  contemplated  improvement  to  Echo  Bay  Harbor  in  this 
town,  was  duly  received. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  reply  thereto,  and  to  give  you,  so  far  as  I  can,  the  informa- 
tion you  desire. 

Echo  Bay  is  in  the  collection-district  of  New  York  City.  The  amount  of  revenue 
collected  I  cannot  give,  as  no  record  is  kept,  that  I  am  aware  of,  which  separates  the 
business  of  this  port  from  that  of  many  other  inland  ports  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
customs  authorities  of  New  York.    New  York  is  also  the  nearest  port  of  entry. 

As  to  the  amount  of  commerce  and  navigation  to  be  benefited  by  the  contemplated 
improvement  and  the  extent  to  which  the  general  commerce  of  the  country  is  to  be 
promoted,  I  can  only  reply  in  general  terms. 

The  tonnage  of  this  port  for  the  last  three  years  will  amonnt  to  upward  of  50,000 
tons  per  annum,  and  the  value  of  the  commerce  will  equal  |1,500,000  per  annum  for  the 
same  period. 

Fifteen  years  ago  one  market-sloop,  of  about  40  tons  burden,  making  a  weekly  trip 
to  and  from  New  York,  was  all  the  tonnage  the  port  then  had.  Now  as  many  as  13 
vessels  have  been  in  the  port  at  one  time.  Then  there  was  only  69  feet  of  whari-front- 
age,  now  the  harbor  has  over  1,500  feet  of  wharf-frontage,  well  built  of  stone.  The 
upland  comprises  one  of  the  finest  sections  of  country  to  be  found  around  the  suburbs 
or  New  York  City,  and  this  harbor  is  every  year  becoming  of  greater  Importance  as 
a  business  section  to  which  the  trade  of  this  thickly-settled,  large,  prosperous,  and 
crowing  section  centers,  and  it  will  be  apparent  to  all  that  the  general  benefit  to  be 
derived  from  the  improvement  will  be  of  large  and  increasing  extent. 

Echo  Bay  Harbor  has,  without  exception,  the  best  natural  advantages  of  any  harbor 
on  Long  iSand  Sound,  and  may  perhaps  compete  in  these  respects  with  any  harbor  in 
the  country.  With  bold  water  and  well  landlocked,  it  offers  complete  protection  in 
storms  to  the  commerce  of  Long  Island  Sound,  and  were  the  work  completed,  it  would 
become  a  prominent  mooring-ground  for  storm-stayed  vessels. 

Already  the  loss  of  vessels  and  cargoes  on  the  dangerous  reefis  which  obstruct  the 
entrance  to  this  harbor  has  exceeded  in  amount  the  probable  cost  of  the  contemplated  im- 
provement. 

Believing  I  have  answered  your  several  interrogations,  and  holding  myself  in  will- 
ingness to  give  you  any  other  information  which  I  may  possess, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

A.  B.  Hudson. 

A.  Doerflinger,  Esq., 

AsHstant  Engineer, 
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ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  LIEtTTENANTCOLONEL  J.  D.  KURTZ, 
CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING 
JUNE  30,  1876. 

United  States  Engineee  Office, 

Philadelphia^  Pa.j  July  13, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annnal  reports 
of  river  and  harbor  works  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1876. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Kurtz, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Engineer's. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 
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E  I. 
CONSTRUCTION  OF  PiER  NEAR  LEWES,  DELAWARE. 

During  the  fisc^al  year  closed  Jane  30, 1876,  the  pier  has  been  length- 
ened 126  feet,  the  substructure  now  reaching  1,533  feet  from  the  abut- 
ment zero,  and  the  superstructure  1,428  from  the  same  point.  This 
difference  of  length  is  constant  during  construction,  owing  to  the  lap- 
ping of  the  main  girders  and  the  space  occupied  by  the  derrick-platform. 

Saflftcient  iron  material  is  now  on  hand  to  construct  42  feet  more  of 
the  substructure. 

The  inclosed  report  of  Oapt.  M.  E.  Brown,  Corps  of  Engineers,  gives 
in  detail  the  operations  on  this  work  up  to  the  date  of  his  detachment, 
October  31, 1875.  Since  that  time  only  such  work  as  has  been  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  material  stored  on  the  grounds  has  been  done. 

Should  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  recommence  the  work  of  construction  by  putting  in  place  the 
material  on  hand  this  season ;  to  advertise  for  proposals  and  enter  into 
contracts  for  20  piles,  with  their  adjuncts,  and  to  put  in  place  this  new 
material  during  the  present  and  next  season. 

The  original  estimated  cost  of  the  pier  was $387, 419  67 

Which  was  increased  on  account  of  the  advance  in  prices  of  iron  and  labor, 
and  the  operations  of  the  eight-hour  law,  by ^ 24,000  00 

411,419  67 

Total  amount  appropriated  to  June  30, 1876 275,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1876 275,000  00 

Amount  required  to  complete  the  work 136,419  67 

On  accoant  of  decreased  price  of  iron  this  sum  may  be  decreased  by 36, 419  67 

And  the  pier  can  be  completed  for 100,000  00 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $39,293  90 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 39, 218  47 

AmountavailableJuly  1,1876 75  43 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 70, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    70, 000  00 


BEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  M.   R.   BROWN,   CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  Marchy  1876. 

Sir  :  I  forward  herein  a  report  of  operations  in  constructing  the  United  Sti^tes  pier 
near  Lewee,  Del.,  for  that  portion  of  the  year  ending  June  30, 1870,  during  which  I 
was  charged  with  the  duty  of  superintending  its  construction.  On  the  30th  of  June, 
1875,  the  condition  of  the  pier  was  as  follows:  Substructure  complete  to  1.407  feet 
from  the  abutment.  One-half  of  the  longitudinal  stringers  extended  to  1,365  feet,  and 
one-half  to  1,344  feet. 

The  cross-girders  were  on  and  bolted  for  1,344  feet,  and  the  scantling  was  complete 
to  the  same  line.    The  decking  extended  1,302  feet. 

The  first  pile  inserted  during  the  working  season  of  1875  was  placed  in  position 
July  lOi  During  July,  5  piles  were  inserted ;  during  August,  10  piles ;  in  September, 
15  piles. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1875,  the  substructure  was  complete  1,533  feet,  an  advance 
of  126  feet,  or  6  bays,  made  by  the  insertion  of  30  piles  and  the  adjustment  of  a  corre- 
sponding number  of  braces,  caps,  Slq, 

One-half  the  longitudinal  stringers  extended  to  1,470  feet  and  one-half  to  1,449  feet. 
The  framing  was  complete  to  1,428  feet  and  the  decking  to  1,407  feet. 

A  new  scow,  35  by  17^  feet,  was  completed  in  July,  and  a  new  light-raft  was  built  the 
first  week  in  August. 
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Ten  piles  and  other  iron  material  for  two  bays  of  the  pier  arrived  on  the  8th  of 
August,  and  it  is  all  now  stored  on  the  grounds. 

An  accurate  measurement  of  the  pier  on  September  28  showed  that  in  a  length  of 
1,512  feet  an  excess  of  3  inches  only  exists.  It  is  hoped  that  this  small  error  may  be 
lessened  in  the  future. 

A  clo^e  examination  of  the  expense  account  on  the  9th  of  October,  when  I  was  in 
Philadelphia  on  duty,  showed  that  an  amount  of  money  remained  after  all  bills  should 
be  paid  barely  sufficient  to  defray  the  pay  of  a  watchman  and  the  cost  of  subsisting 
the  mules  for  the  remainder  of  the  fiscal  year.  I  therefore  suspended  all  labor  except 
that  of  storing  material,  by  telegraph,  and  arriving  in  Lewes  again  on  the  12th  of  Oc- 
tober, I  proce^ed  to  place  the  unfinished  end  of  the  pier,  the  derrick,  &c.,  in  a  proper 
condition  to  secure  them  against  accidents,  to  be  anticipated  from  the  pressure  of  ice 
and  the  winter  storms.  The  labor  of  3  or  4  men  in  2  weeks  was  sufficient  to  accom- 
plish this  result,  and  on  the  1st  of  November  the  overseer,  who  had  been  engaged 
at  a  reduced  rate  as  "  property-keeper,"  was  the  only  employ^  under  pay. 

The  building  of  a  fog-signal  station  on  Cape  Henlopen,  calling  for  means  of  trans- 
portation for  tne  material  used  in  its  construction,  aiforded  a  chance  to  employ  the 
mules  during  the  early  winter  so  that  they  should  earn  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  keep- 
ing them  during  the  period  of  suspension  of  work  on  the  pier. 

The  methods  of  construction  during  the  year  have  not  varied  essentially  from  those 
employed  hitherto.  The  workmen  employed  were  picked  from  those  who  had  had  in 
previous  years  a  considerable  amount  of  experience  in  this  novel  and  peculiar  con- 
struction, and  the  progress  made  was  all  that  could  be  expected.  Considerable  but 
nnavoidable  delays  occurred  at  times  from  the  want  of  material,  and  the  weather  was 
on  the  whole  unfavorable  for  rapid  progress. 

The  iron  material  for  6  bays,  or  126  feet,  in  addition  to  that  now  on  hand,  is  lacking  to 
complete  the  pier  itself  to  1,701  feet,  its  projected  end,  besides  all  the  material  of  the 
fender  system,  <&c.  About  8,000  feet  of  lumber,  or  20  pieces  A."  X  9"  X  42'  and  3"  X 
6''  X  26',  must  be  purchased  to  supply  the  place  of  that  used  in  auxiliary  construc- 
tions, and  to  replace  a  few  sticks  which  have  deteriorated  from  contact  with  sand, 
which  has  banked  up  around  the  lumber-piles. 

Great  care  has  been  taken  to  protect  the  lumber  from  this  source  of  decay,  and  it  is 
a  matter  of  congratulation  that  so  little  has  been  lost,  in  a  locality  where  the  surface 
is  composed  wholly  of  shifting  sand,  controllable  only  by  great  watchfulness  and  an 
expenditure  of  considerable  labor. 

On  the  31st  of  October  I  received  a  copy  of  Special  Order  No.  218,  War  Department, 
Adjutant-GeneraVs  Office,  ordering  me  to  proceed  to  Detroit  and  report  to  Mfu.  C.  B. 
Comstock  for  duty  on  the  improvement  of  South  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  and  after- 
ward to  take  station  in  New  Orleans.    I  left  Lewes  for  that  purpose  November  14. 

This  report  brings  my  present  connection  with  Lewes  pier  to  a  dose. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  R.  Brown, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U.S.  A, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Kurtz, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.S.  A. 


£   2. 

IMPROVING  ICE  HARBOR  AT  NEW  CASTLE,  DELAWARE. 

The  construction  of  a  crib  for  the  foundation  of  a  new  ice-pier,  on  the 
lower  line  of  the  harbor,  had  been  commenced  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  This  work  was  continued,  and  by  September  the  crib  had 
been  sunk  in  place  and  the  stone  superstructure  commenced.  The  pier 
was  entirely  completed  in  November. 

During  the  summer  the  end  of  the  coal-wharf,  below  the  piers,  was 
removed  for  a  distance  of  108  linear  feet  from  the  head.  The  effect  of 
this  partial  removal  has  been  to  allow  a  strong  current  on  the  flood- 
tide,  which  before  was  thrown  entirely  outside  the  ice-harbor,  to  pass 
now  inside  of  the  new  pier.  About  130  linear  feet  of  the  coal-whart 
remain  to  be  removed  to  bring  it  to  the  solid  wharf-line  established  by 
the  town  commissioners. 
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Shoald  a  small  appropriation  be  made  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  it  is 
proposed  to  complete  the  removal  of  this  wharf  to  the  commissioners' 
line. 

"Sext  year  it  is  proposed  to  constmct  another  ice-pier  at  this  harbor, 
and  to  dredge  out  the  accumnlated  sediment,  for  which  purpose  an 
appropriation  of  $28,500  is  asked. 

Money  statement 

Amount  avaUable  July  1, 1875 $34,043  70 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 30, 949  30 

Amount  available  July  1, 1676 , 3,094  40 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 12, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oompletion  of  existing  project 28, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  28, 500  00 


E3. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  WILMINGTON,  DELAWARE. 

By  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  $10,000  was  appropriated  <<  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  at  Wilmington,  Del."  Work  under  this  appro- 
priation has  been  carried  forward  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876,  at  the  several  localities  in  the  harbor  enomerated  below,  viz,  just 
below  the  buoy-depot  of  the  light-house  establishment,  near  the  entrance 
to  the  river,  along  the  south  slope  of  channel  just  below,  and  along  the 
north  side  of  channel  above  Third-street  bridge,  and  along  the  north 
side  of  the  channel  above  Market-street  bridge.  The  material  removed 
just  below  Third  street  was  about  105  cubic  yards  of  fast  rook,  the 
work  being  done  by  the  American  Dredging  Company  of  Philadelphia, 
under  contract  dated  May  28, 1875.  The  character  and  amount  of  mate- 
rial removed  from  the  remaining  localities  where  the  work  of  improve- 
ment has  been  going  on  during  the  year  are  as  follows,  viz :  From  the 
south  side  of  the  channel  below  the  buoy  depot  of  light-house  establish- 
ment, 12,000  cubic  yards  of  soft  mud  ;  from  the  north  side  of  channel, 
above  and  in  theimmediate  vicinity  of  Third-street  bridge,  14,007  cubic 
yards  of  mud ;  from  the  north  side  of  the  channel  above  Market-street 
bridge,  4,070  cubic  yards  of  coarse  gravel.  This  work  was  performed 
under  a  contract  with  William  H.  Beard,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  executed 
May  28, 1875.  Operations  for  the  removal  of  fast  rock  mentioned  above 
commenced  June  1, 1875,  and  were  completed  on  the  5th  of  August, 

1875.  For  the  removal  of  the  mud  and  gravel,  work  commenced  Novem- 
ber 15, 1875,  and  continued  until  December  18, 1875,  when  operations 
for  the  winter  were  suspended.    The  work  was  resumed  February  10, 

1876,  and  continued  to  completion  under  the  contract  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1876. 

The  results  of  the  work  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  for  the 
past  year  are  an  increase  of  width  to  the  channel  at  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor  to  300  feet  for  a  distance  of  about  600  feet :  an  increase  in  width 
to  the  channel  just  above  Third  street  to  150  feet,  for  a  distance  of 
about  600  feet;  an  increase  in  width  of  the  channel  just  above  Market 
street  to  .150  feet,  for  a  distance  of  about  600  feet ;  in  each  case  afford- 
ing 12  feet  depth  of  water  at  ordinary  low-tide,  and  at  the  fiEist-rock  ex- 
cavation just  below  Third  street  the  depth  has  been  made  13  feet  at 
ordinary  low-tide. 
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With  a  further  appropriation,  it  is  proposed  t-o  continue  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  during  the  present  working  season  by  the  removal 
of  about  1,400  cubic  yards  of  mud  from  the  channel  opposite  and  just 
below  the  mouth  of  Brandy  wine  Creek ;  4,000  cubic  yards  of  mud  from  a 
point  protruding  into  the  channel  just  above  Brandywine  Creek ;  210 
cubic  yards  of  fast  rock  from  the  south  slope  of  channel  just  below 
Q'hird  street,  (which  will  complete  the  improvement  of  that  locality;) 
and  about  3,000  cubic  yards  of  mud  from  the  south  side  of  channel 
above  Market  street. 

Next  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
by  the  removal  of  about  30,000  cubic  yards  of  mud  from  the  channel 
between  the  mouth  of  the  Brandywine  Creek  and  the  Christiana  Iron 
Company's  pier,  and  about  40,000  cubic  yards  of  mud  from  the  channel 
of  the  river  just  above  the  buoy-depot  of  the  light-house  establishment. 

This  work  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $20,000. 

Wilmington  is  in  the  coUection-distriot  of  Delaware,  and  is  a  port  of  entry.  The 
nearest  light-house  and  fort  are,  respectively,  Christiana  light  and  Fort  Delaware. 
The  amoQut  of  revenae  collected  at  Wilmington  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1876;  is  $14,641,  and  at  PhUadelphia,  $8,281,420. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE  FOR  IMPROVING  WILMINGTON  HARBOR,  DELAWARE. 

1.  For  removal  of  a  rock  in  channel- way,  as  specified  in  report  of  November 

2,1870 11,000  00 

2.  For  dredging  a  cut  120  feet  wide,  12  feet  deep  at  low  water,  through 

the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  river,  19,000  cabio  yards,  at  40  cents 7, 600  00 

3.  For  dredging  a  cut  120  feet  wide,  12  feet  deep,  through  the  shoal  just  be- 

low the  Brandywine.  32,000  cubic  yards,  at  40 cents 12,800  00 

4.  For  dredging  a  cut  120  feet  wide,  12  feet  deep,  above  the  Brandywine  to 

the  ship-yards,  4,800  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents 19,200  00 

5.  For  widening  the  cut  at  the  light-house  to  300  feet,  96,000  cubic  yards,  at 

40  cents 38,400  00 

Add  for  sarveys,  inspectors,  office-expense,  and  contingencies 4, 000  00 

Total 83,000  00 

Total  amount  appropriated  to  June  30, 1876 847,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1876 46,879  71 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 SlO,  129  34 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 10, 009  05 

Amount  available  July  I,  1876 120  29 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 16, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  rec^uired  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prohtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878  .     20, 000  00 


E4.  , 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  MARCUS  HOOK,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  important  repairs  were 
made  to  the  lower  outer  ice-pier  at  this  harbor.  It  was  seriously  in- 
jured by  the  large  iron  steamship  which  came  into  collision  with  it,  as 
was  stated  in  my  last  annual  report. 

The  commencement  of  the  repairs  was  delayed,  so  that  they  were  not 
completed  until  the  24th  of  December.  The  original  estimate  for  these 
repairs  was  $1,650,  but  upon  removing  the  stone  backing  of  super- 
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stractare,  and  timber  and  stone  filling  of  the  substructure,  preparatory 
to  going  forward  with  the  work,  it  was  found  that  the  injury  to  the  pier 
caused  by  the  steamship  was  more  extended  than  was  apparent  upon 
the  examination  made  at  first.  The  side  and  upper  salient  faces  of  the 
crib,  and  also  the  upper  timber-platform,  were  badly  cut  away,  and  it 
was  with  considerable  difficulty  that  the  new  timber  was  fitted  and 
placed  in  position,  securely  bolted,  and  made  complete  to  receive  the 
stone  superstructure.  The  cost  of  repairing  this  injury  was  finally 
$2,509. 

It  is  propo^d  to  examine  these  piers  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether 
the  currents  have  cut  away  the  bottom  of  the  river  around  their  bases. 
This  was  found  to  be  the  case  with  the  one  referred  to  above,  and  which 
has  been  provided  with  an  enrockment,  and  this  treatment  may  be  ad- 
visable for  the  others. 

Money  statement. 

Arnonnt  available  Jaly  1,  1875 $9,497  53 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 2, 795  62 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 6,701  91 


IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  CHESTER,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

There  being  no  appropriation  available  for  this  harbor,  no  work  was 
done  on  the  Government  piers  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1876. 

The  last  expenditure  of  fands  at  this  harbor  was  made  in  1873,  in  re- 
newing the  two  connecting  bridges  at  the  upper  piers.  The  cap-logs  to 
piers  and  wharves,  and  two  or  more  courses  of  timber  below  them,  re- 
quire renewing )  the  bridge  at  the  lower  pier  is  about  worn  out,  and 
those  at  the  upper  piers  require  minor  repairs,  together  with  the  earth 
and  stone  causeway  leading  from  the  lower  pier  back  to  the  fast  land. 

In  my  last  annual  report  it  was  recommended  that  the  sum  of  $6,000 
be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  these  repairs.  Should  Congress 
make  the  appropriation  asked  for,  it  is  proposed  to  commence  and  com- 
plete these  repairs  during  the  present  season. 

Chester  continnes  to  retain  its  prominence  as  a  ship-building  point  and  for  manufac- 
turing industries.  It  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Philadelphia.  The  nearest  port 
of  entry,  light-honse,  and  fort,  are,  respectively,  Philadelphia,  Fort  Mifflin  light,  and 
Fort  Mifiiin.  The  an\onnt  of  revenue  collected  at  Philadelphia  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  ltl76,  was  §8,281,420. 

M<mey  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $2, 600 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 400 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscaJ  year  ending  June  30, 1878. ..     3, 400 


£6. 

IMPROVING  SCHUYLKILL  RIVER,  PENNSYLVANIA.. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876,  operations  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  river  have  included  the  removal  of  4,656  cubic  yards 
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of  mifd  from  the  moath ;  3,175  cubic  yards  of  mod  from  the  channel 
near  Oirard  Point;  10,236  cubic  yards  of  gravel  from  the  channel 
above,  and  adjacent  to  Penrose  Ferry  bridge,  and  28,190  cubic  yards  of 
coarse  gravel  and  bowlders  from  the  channel  near  Gibson's  Point. 

The  effect  of  the  excavation  at  the  mouth  was  the  removal  of  a  few 
shoal  points  along  the  axis  of  the  channel  between  the  Delaware  and  a 
point  about  1,000  feet  up  stream ;  near  Girard  Point  a  narrow  shoal 
strip  along  the  north  side  of  the  channel  was  removed ;  and  above,  and 
adjacent  to  Penrose  Ferry  bridge,  a  continuation  of  the  excavation 
through  the  bar  was  made,  nearly  completing  the  improvement  at  that 
point.  The  work  near  Gibson's  Point  was  making  a  cut  25  feet  in 
width  along  the  western  slope  of  the  channel  for  a  distance  of  1,000 
feet,  and  a  cut  50  feet  in  width  for  a  distance  of  1,250  feet  in  length. 
In  all  cases  the  depth  of  water  effected  was  20  feet  at  ordinary  low- tide. 

With  the  exception  of  a  short  distance  through  the  cut  at  the  bar  just 
below  ^^  Penrose,^  the  result,  on  the  whole,  is  an  uninterrupted  channel- 
way  with  20  feet  depth  of  water  at  low-tide,  and  not  less  than  150  feet 
in  width  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  near  Gibson's  Point,  a  distance 
of  4}  miles. 

As  evidence  of  the  importance  of  the  improvement  of  the  Schuylkill 
Biver,  which  has  been  in  progress  by  the  United  States  since  1870,  it 
is  of  interest  to  state  that  in  the  single  item  of  grain  there  have  been 
shipped  to  foreign  ports  from  this  river  10,813,429  bushels  during  the 
past  fiscal  year. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  improvement  of  this  river,  in  the  fall 
of  1870,  there  have  been  removed  from  the  channel- way  366,813  cubic 
yards  of  material,  distributed  as  follows :  From  the  mouth  of  the  river 
and  immediate  vicinity,  51,649  cubic  yards  of  mud ;  from  Girard  Point, 
10,071  cubic  yards  of  mud;  from  the  bar  above  Penrose  Ferry  bridge, 
216,113  cubic  yards  of  gravel ;  fr^m  near  Gibson's  Point,  88,078  cubic 
yards  of  coarse  gravel  and  bowlders ;  from  off  South  street,  172,  and 
from  off  Locust  street,  730,  cubic  yards  of  fast  rock. 

As  recommended  in  my  last  annual  report,  it  is  proposed  to  modify 
the  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  by  enlarging  the  cut  from 
the  Delaware  into  the  Schuylkill,  until  it  shall  have  a  width  of  300  feet 
and  a  depth  of  24  feet  at  low- water.  To  form  this  enlarged  entrance  cut 
will  require  the  removal  of  300,000  cubic  yards  of  material  by  dredging, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $75,000.  This  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  greatly- 
enlarged  business  and  increased  size  of  vessels  loading  at  the  grain- 
elevator  at  Girard  Point,  ^o  other  change  is  proposed  to  be  msule  in 
the  work. 

If  an  appropriation  is  made  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  this 
river  during  the  present  season,  it  is  proposed  to  remove  by  dredging 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  a  probable  small  deposit  made  by  the  ebb-cur- 
rents of  the  two  rivers  from  above  during  the  past  year ;  remove  about 
3,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel  from  the  east  side  of  the  cut  through  the 
bar  above  Penrose  Ferry  bridge,  completing  the  work  at  that  point; 
18,000  cubic  yards  of  coarse  gravel  and  small  bowlders,  and  150  cubic 
yards  of  fast  and  loose  rock,  from  the  channel  near  Gibson's  Point ;  and 
8,000  cubic  yards  from  the  channel  between  Gibson's  Point  and  Gray's 
Ferry  bridge.  The  last-mentioned  work  to  be  with  a  view  of  affording 
18  feet  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  above  Gibson's. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  river  during  the  next 
fiscal  year  by  removing  from  the  channel  between  the  mouth  and  Girard 
Point;  (with  a  view  of  obtaining  ultimately  24  feet  at  low-tide,)  140,000 
cubic  yards  of  mud;  from  the  channel  off  Gibson's  Point,  about  150 
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■bic  yards  of  rock,  and  above  Gibsou's  about  40,000  cabic  yards  of 
umI  and  loose  material. 

M^^ioal  estimated  cost  of  improvement |257,700 

HereMe  of  lc^4^  ($40  per  jard  for  ruck  instead  of  $25) 42,000 

■rmae  as  recommended  in  this  report  for  additional  depth  and  width  at 

the  fflooth  of  the  river 75,000 

374,700 
^U2  amoant  appropriated  and  expended 145,000 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  and  port  of  Philadelphia.  The  nearest  light- 
MswisFort  Mifflin  light.  The  nearest  fort  is  Fort  Mifflin.  The  amoant  of  revenae 
nUected  at  Philadelphia  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  was  $8,281,420. 

Inclosed  herewith  is  a  statement  of  the  grain  and  oil  trade  done  dur- 
Dg  the  year  ending  June  30, 1676,  in  the  Schuylkill  River. 

Money  state^nent 

broant  avMlable  July  1, 1875 $19,759  34 

iaoont  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 19, 659  49 

Ingant  available  July  1, 1876 99  85 

inoaot  appropriated  by  ace  approved  August  14,  1876 20, 000  00 

UwttDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 209, 700  00 

lattont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.    60, 000  00 


RlTDfEKT  OP  THB  BUSINESS  DONE  AT  GXRARD  POINT  ELEVATOR  FROM  JULY  1,  1875 

TO  JUNE  30,  1876. 

Office  of  Peter  Wright  &  Sons,  General  Agents, 

307  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  July  12,  1876. 
BeoeiTed  25,856  cars,  containing  11,052,072.28  bushels  of  grain, 
supped  on  board  361  vessels  10,813,429.24  busheU  of  grain. 

The  total  grain  business  of  Philadelphia  in  six  months,  January  1  to  July  1, 1876, 
•Mmted  to  11,042^554  bushels;  January  1  to  July  1,  1875,  amounted  to  3,921,624 
l»kek 

tin  oil  business  at  Point  Breeze  from  July  1, 1875,  to  June  30,  1876,  inclusive,  has 
Mplo^ed  a  total  of  419  vessels,  and  that  of  Gibsou's  Point  90  vessels  of  all  classes. 

We  loelose  heiewlth  a  slip  showing  the  present  condition  of  the  improvements  at 
Giiud  Point 

TeuB,  very  truly,  * 

Peter  Wright  &  8o»a. 


nfPROVEMRNTS  AT  GIRARD  POINT. 

Tk6  Istematioiial  Navigation  Company,  (Red  Star  Line,)  of  which  Messrs.  Pbter 
"njKbt  &  Sons  are  managers,  are  making  extensive  improvements  on  their  property 
■I  Ginid  Point,  at  the  month  of  the  Schuylkill,  to  accommodate  their  rapidly  increas- 
ipKbuiness,  They  bave  just  completed  two  additional  piers,  each  500  foet  long  by  60 
w  wide,  which,  with  those  already  built,  will  give  dock-room  for  forty  large  ships. 
Oosseof  the  piers  they  are  about  erecting  a  large  iron  transfer-elevator,  with  a  ca- 
pacity for  unloading  about  100  car-loads  of  grain  a  dav,  and  transferring  it  direct  to 
tbe  hold  of  vesseb  in  the  docks.  This,  in  addition  to  their  immense  storage-elevator, 
^oj>»P|«t«d  last  year,  gives  them  one  of  the  finest  systems  of  elevators  in  the  world. 

Tberesrealso  being  laid  three  additional  miles  of  steel  railroad-track  in  their  yard  and 
Fm.  The  trKk  Is  laid  In  the  best  manner,  ballasted  wUl^  stone,  and,  when  completed, 
viU  giTs  staoding-zoom  for  500  oara. 

18  k 
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E7. 

IMPROVING  DELAWARE  RIVER  AT  FORT  MIFFLIN  BAR. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1876,  operations  for  this  im- 
provement have  been  in  progress  along  the  western  portion  of  the  pro- 
posed improvement,  excavating  a  channel  through  the  bar  from  the  New 
Jersey  channel  south  to  the  Pennsylvania  channel  on  the  north,  afford- 
ing 22  feet  depth  of  water  at  ordinary  low-tide.  The  work  has  been  ex- 
ecuted by  contracts  made  under  the  apppropriations  of  June  23,  1874, 
and  March  3, 1875.  Operations  in  dr^ging  under  the  first  contract 
ceased  August  7,  1875,  when  the  work  was  continued  under  the  second 
to  April  5,  1876,  when  operations  ceased  under  these  appropriations. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  and  sixteen  cubic  yards  of  ma- 
terial have  been  removed  from  the  bar,  nnder  the  two  contracts. 

The  improvement  was  then  continued  as  reported  here  below  under  the 
law  for  <^  Improving  the  Delaware  Eiver  between  Potty's  Island  and  its 
mouth.  ^ 

Money  statement. 

Amoniit  available  July  1, 1875 $39,959  89 

Amoant  expended  duriog  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 39, 095  89 


£  8. 

IMPROVING  DELAWARE  RIVER,  BETWEEN  PETTY'S  ISLAND  AND  ITS  MOUTH 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  improving  the  Delaware  River 
at  Horseshoe  Shoals,  $49,500,  was  transferred  by  the  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  to  this  improvement,  as  reported  last  year. 

Operations  nnder  this  appropriation,  so  transferred,  have  been  carried 
on,  in  conformity  with  the  approval  of  the  Ghief  of  Engineers,  at  the 
several  localities  along  the  river-channel  enumerated  below,  viz : 

Fort  Mifflin  Bar  near  Fort  Mifflin,  Bulkhead  Shoals  near  Fort  Dela- 
ware, and  in  the  main  ship-channel  beIo\^  Beedy  Island. 

Work  was  commenced  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar  aboat  April  1, 1876,  nnder 
contract  executed  July  22  of  last  year,  and  continued  to  June  13, 1876, 
when  operations  ceased,  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  funds. 

The  plan  of  operations  was  a  continuation  of  the  excavation  through 
the  bar  from  the  channel  on  the  south  to  the  channel  on  the  north, 
affording  22  feet  depth  of  water  at  low-tide,  commencing  at  the  point 
on  the  western  line  of  the  improvement  where  operations  ceased  under 
the  contract  of  May  22, 1875,  made  under  the  specific  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  Fort  Mifflin  Bar  by  act  of  March  3, 1875.  Under 
this  contract,  96,221  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed,  making  a  cut 
about  2,500  feet  in  length,  with  a  width  of  200  feet 

The  excavation  through  the  bar  under  this  appropriation,  and  in  con- 
nection with  that  made  under  the  specific  appropriations  for  this  im- 
provement, has  been  in  progress  during  the  several  working  seasons 
since  1873,  dredging  a  deep-water  channel  across  the  bar,  with  a  width 
of  about  1,200  feet. 

The  excavation  for  this  channel  through  the  bar  has  fallen  short  of 
the  width  designed,  owing  to  large  recent  accumulations  of  mud  at  the 
extremitiesof  the  cuts,  which  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  material  to  be 
removed  in  4he* original  estimate.    These  unexpected  deposits  of  mud, 
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amonntiDg  to  105,000  cubic  yards,  which  have  probably  come  down  the 
river  from  dredged  material  deposited  on  the  Light-House  Shoal,  2^  miles 
above  the  work,  had  to  be  removed. 

During  the  whole  period  of  this  improvement,  which  commenced  in 
Jnly,  1873,  and  was  suspended  June  13,  1876,  623,195  cubic  yards  of 
material  have  been  removed,  forming  a  cut  about  2,500  feet  in  length, 
abont  1,200  feet  in  width,  and  about  22  feet  depth  of  water  at  ordinary 
low-tide. 

The  improvement  at  Bulkhead  Shoals  consists  in  deepening  and 
8traie:htening  the  channel,  by  cutting  away  the  shoal  points  projecting 
into  it  on  either  side  to  a  minimum  depth  of  21  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

Under  a  contract  awarded  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  work 
of  dredging  was  commenced  July  22, 1875,  on  the  point  of  a  shoal  on  the 
lower  side  of  the  channel  at  the  bend,  and  continued  until  November  5, 
resulting  in  the  removal  of  97,972  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  mud. 

The  extent  of  the  excavation  was  about  2,800  feet  in  length  by  250 
feet  in  width,  and  the  cut  averaged  about  3}  feet  in  depth. 

A  wreck  of  an  oyster-schooner  lying  in  the  main  ship-channel,  about 
3  miles  below  Beedy  Island  light,  which  formed  a  dangerous  obstruc- 
tion to  navigation,  was  removed  under  an  agreement  with  the  Ameri- 
can Dredging  Company,  at  a  cost  of  $900. 

If  an  appropriation  is  made  for  continuing  these  improvements,  it  is 
proposed  during  the  present  season  to  remove  the  deposits  of  mud  which 
have  taken  place  during  the  year  in  the  cut  through  Fort  Mifflin  Bar, 
and  in  the  New  Jersey  channel  just  below  it,  and  to  continue  the  work 
of  dredging  at  Bulkhead  Shoals  by  cutting  away  a  projecting  point  of 
it  on  the  northern  and  western  side  of  the  channel. 

Money  statement. 

AmonntavailableJul^  1,1875 $49,075  55 

AmouD  t  expended  doriog  fiscal  year  endinf;  30,  1876 49, 075  55 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aogost  14,  1876 40, 000  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  reauired  for  oompletion  of  existlDg  project 235, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eudiug  Jane  30, 1878 .  ICO,  000  00 


£  9. 

IMPROVING  DELAWAEE   RIVER  BETWEEN  TRENTON  AND  WHITE  HILL, 

NEW  JERSEY. 

At  the  close  of  operations  in  the  fall  of  1875,  a  dredged  channel,  with 
a  width  of  125  feet  at  its  narrowest  point  and  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low- 
water,  had  been  formed  around  Periwig  Island.  The  appropriation  of 
$10,000,  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  was  applied  to  the  removal  by 
dredging  of  sach  obstructions  of  gravel  and  bowlders  as  were  caused  by 
the  action  of  freshets  and  the  ice  of  winter,  and  to  increasing  the  width 
of  the  channel  at  its  upper  end  to  150  feet. 

If  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  service  of  the  present  fiscal  year, 
it  will  be  expended  in  improving  the  channel  around  Periwig — in  main- 
taining its  depth  and  increasing  its  width. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  asked  for  con- 
tinning  the  improvement  of  the  river  between  Trenton  and  White  Hill. 

Trenton  is  in  the  cbllection-district  of  Borlington ;  Philadelphia  bein^^  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  The  nearest  light-honse  and  fort  are,  respectively,  Fort  Mimia  light  and 
Fort  Mifflin.  The  revenue  collected  at  Philadelphia  during  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1876,  amounted  to  |b,381,4S0.  ^  , 
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ORIGINAL  ESTIMATED  COST  OF  WORK. 

To  excavate  a  oat  thi-ODgh  the  shoal  at  Periwig  Island,  200  feet  Trtde  and  6 
feet  deep,  will  require  the  removal  of  140,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel,  bowld- 
ers, &c.y  at  50  cents $70  000 

Below  Newbold's  Island,  a  cut  "200  feet  wide,  700  feet  long,  and  1  foot  deep, 

5,000  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents - 2,000 

Contingencies 3,000 

Total 75,000 

Total  amount  appropriated  to  June  30,  1876 45,000 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30,1^76 45,000 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $10,000  00 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 10,000  00 

AmouDt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiug  project 30, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  10, 000  00 


£  10. 

IMPROVING  BROADKILN  RIVER,  DELAWARE. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  this  improvement  since  the  spring  of  1874, 
when  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  exhausted. 

Should  further  appropriation  be  made  by  Congi*ess,it  is  proposed  to 
continue  the  original  project  for  the  improvement  by  dredging  the 
river  at  the  shoal  places,  and  by  opening  an  inlet  into  the  bay  at  the 
junction  of  Broadkiln  and  Lewes  Creeks. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATED  COST  OF   THE   WORK. 

For  making  an  opening  across  beaoh  to  discharge  waters  of  Broadkiln  and 

Lewes  Creeks  into  bay $14,790 

For  dredging  the  Broadkiln  River  and  bnildiDg  dam  to  turn  the  waters  from 
Lewes  Sound  to  New  Inlet 65,657 

Total  cost  of  improvement 80,447 

Amount  appropriated  since  adoption  of  project |10,UO0 

Amount  expended  since  adoption  of  project 10, 000 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  which  city  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  Fort  Delaware  is  the  nearest  fort,  and  Delaware  Breakwater  light  is 
the  nearest  light-house. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $60,  447 

Amount  required  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 10,  UUO 

Money  statement 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $60, 447  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30, 1678.       10, 000  00 


£  iz. 


IMPROVING  THE  NORTH  AND  SOUTH   BRANCHES  OF  THE  SHREWSBURY 

RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  for  the 
last  fiscal  year.    The  allotment  made  for  a  survey  of  this  river,  iu  part. 
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was  expended  in  surveys  made  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  at  Upper 
and  Lower  Rocky  Points,  and  a  project  for  the  improvement  of  the 
river  at  Upper  and  Lower  Rocky  Points  has  been  submitted. 

If  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  service  of  the  present  fiscal  year, 
it  will  be  applied  in  dredgfing  at  Upper  Rocky  Point. 

An  appropriation  for  the  next  fiscal  year  of  $13,000,  in  accordance 
with  the  project,  is  asked,  for  continuing  and  completing  the  improve- 
ment at  Upper  and  Lower  Rocky  Points. 

Shrewsbury  River  is  ia  the  collection  district  of  A.niHoy ;  fort  at  Sandy  Hook  is  the 
nearest  fort,  and  Navesink  lights  are  the  nearest  ligbt-hoases. 

ESTIMATE    OF   THB    COST    OF    IMPROVKMEN'T    OP    THE    RIVER  AT    UPPER  AND   LOWER 

ROCKY   POINTS. 

Close-pUe  stmctnre,  1,200  feet  long,  at  Lower  Rocky  Point • $9, 000 

Dredging  at  Upper  Rocky  Point $4,800 

Dredging  at  Lower  Rocky  Point 3,200 

CoDtingenciee 1,000 

9,000 

Total 18,000 

Daring  the  years  1872-74,  $19,900  were  expended  in  dredging  at  va- 
rions  points  on  this  river.  Since  then  several  changes  in  the  channel 
have  occurred,  and  a  survey  of  the  river  at  three  of  these  points  has 
enabled  a  project  to  be  made  with  an  estimate  of  cost. 

Total  amoant  appropriated  to  June  30, 1876 $19,000 

Total  amoant  expended  to  Jane  30,  1876 19,000 

Amount  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 13, 000 


£    12. 

IMPROVING  COHANSEY  CREEK,  NEW  JERSEY. 

This  improvement  remains  in  an  incomplete  condition,  no  appropria- 
tion having  been 'made  for  the  last  two  fiscal  years.  An  appropriation 
of  $10,000  is  asked  for  continuing  the  improvement  in  accordance  with 
the  project  submitted  December  9,  1872. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE  OF  COST. 

Sixty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight  cubic  yards  of  dredg- 
ing, at  37  cents (25,155  56 

Inspector 750  UO 

Advertising  and  ofBce-work  400  00 

Laying  out  and  supervising  work 500  00 

Contingencies 3,194  44 

30,  000  00 

Total  amonnt  appropriated  to  June  30,  1876 10,000  00 

Total  amoant  expended  to  June  30,  1876 10,000  00     • 

Cohansey  Creek  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Bridgeton^  N.  J.,  which  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  Fort  Delaware  is  the  nearest  fort,  and  Cohansey  light  is  the  nearest 
light-hoase. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $20, 000 

Amount  required  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878 10, 000 

Money  statement 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $20,000 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1678..     10, 000 
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E  13. 
DELAWARE  BREAKWATER  HARBOR. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  nothing  has  been  done 
to  this  work  by  the  United  States. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Gonopany, 
by  permission  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  occupied  the  old  light- 
house building  on  the  breakwater  as  a  telegraph  station.  Poles  were 
placed  along  the  work,  and  wires  run,  and  connection  with  the  main 
line  on  shore  made  by  means  of  a  cable  laid  from  the  southeastern  ex- 
tremity of  the  breakwater  to  a  point  on  Gape  Henlopen,  about  1,800  feet 
inside  of  the  beacon  light. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  vessels  seeking 
refuge  in  the  harbor  for  12  years  past,  between  1833  and  1876 : 

statement  of  vessels  taking  rrf'uge  in  Delaware  Breakwater  Harbor  during  the  years  staiei 

below. 


Tear. 

s. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Kemarka. 

1833 

22 

le.'s 

107 
342 
35 
.■55 
113 
119 
192 
166 
222 

129 

247' 

2:» 

290 
639 
877 
605 
804 

1,115 

178 

732 

1.060 

1,937 

1,085 

879 

825 

1,008 

867 

623 

561 

243 

372 
3,191 
5.335 
7,  742 
5.098 
8,087 
8,000 
8,588 
13, 976 
9,797 
9,527 

4,741 

167 
765 
802 
356 
90 
253 
307 
522 
734 
477 
420 

942 

127 
685 
794 
874 

""ah 

"iii' 

246 
27S* 
629 

844 
781 
843 

428 

866 
5,538 
8,098 
11,253 
6,669 
9.759 
9,814 

laia 

1842 

1847 

1854 

1863 

Jb67 

1872 

12,428  : 

17, 490     Pilot-boats    classed 

1873 

1874 

12  449           with  u^hnmiAnL 

1H75 

12,397 
6,898 

From  Jan.  1, 1876,  ) 
to  July  1. 1876.    5 

Six  montha'  return. 

Total  for  36i  years 

5,817 

9,347 

31,892 

222.456 

16.624 

13,688 

8,569 

308,393 

£  24. 

8LRVEY  OF  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  BRANCHES  OF  SHREWSBURY  RIVER,  NEW 

JERSEY. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Philadelphia^  Fa.,  February  1,  1876. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the 
survey  of  the  '*  north  and  soath  branches  of  the  Shrewsbury  River,  New 
Jersey,^  provided  for  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1875,  (general  na- 
ture, No.  33,)  approved  March  3,  1875,  and  committed  to  nie  by  your 
instructions  of  March  22,  1875 : 

The  field-work  of  this  survey  was  executed  in  August  and  part  of 
September,  1875,  and  the  office-work  has  been  in  progress  during  the 
interval  since,  as  other  duties  permitted  it  to  be  worked  upon. 

The  charts,  marked  1  and  2,  which  accompany  this  report,  show  the 
results  of  the  survey  and  the  remedial  measures  which  it  is  proposed  to 
adopt  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  waters  concerned. 
It  will  be  seen  that  somewhat  more  work  has  been  accomplished  upon 
the  survey  than  was  anticipated  with  the  amount  of  funds  that  could  be 
assigned  for  it  from  the  general  appropriation  for  surveys. 

The  improvements  of  the  navigation  of  the  Shrewsbury  Bivers  which 
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were  execated  during  the  years  1871-'72-73,  were  based  upon  the  infor- 
mation obtained  by  inquiry  among  the  navigators  and  pilots  familiar 
with  the  waters,  and  such  examinations  as  it  was  practicable  to  make 
from  time  to  time  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 

In  1874  it  was  stated  in  my  annual  report  that  a  careful  survey  should 
be  made  before  further  work  upon  the  improvement  of  this  river.  This 
statement  was  caused  by  two  reasons :  one,  that  no  survey  could  be 
found  on  record  giving  any  suitable  information  for  comparison  upon 
the  points  involved  ;  the  other,  that  the  changes  in  the  condition  of  the 
waters  had  been  extraordinary  and  extreme,  having  been  caused  by  the 
repeated  breaching  of  the  ocean-beach  by  storms  and  corresponding 
succeeding  closures  of  these  inlets  by  the  action  of  the  river-currents. 
Thus,  at  one  time,  1779-'82,  the  discharge  of  the  rivers  was  direct  into 
the  ocean,  at  a  point  near  the  junction  of  the  North  and  South  branches ; 
at  another,  1836,  this  inlet  had  crept  up  the  beach  abreast  of  and  be- 
yond the  position  of  the  Navesink  lights;  and  again,  1850,  the  beach 
had  become  continuous  to  Sandy  Hook  Bay.  Sometimes  again,  as  in 
1844,  two  inlets  existed  through  the  oC'Can-beach,  while  at  the  same  time 
a  water-way  opened  into  Sandy  Hook  Bay ;  and  again  this  water-way 
was  entirely  closed  by  a  bar  rising  above  high-water  level,  and  extend- 
ing across  from  the  Navesink  shore  to  the  Sandy  Hook  beach.  These 
particulars  are  illustrated  in  the  small  sketches  on  chart  3. 

These  circumstances  are  so  variant  that  no  expectation  could  be  en- 
tertained of  any  control  of  the  waters  until  the  ocean- beach  should  first 
be  maintained  in  a  permanent  stable  condition  for  some  time,  and  then 
the  enormous  quantities  of  sand  accumulated  by  the  breaches  be  removed 
from  the  passage-way  of  the  rivers,  and  the  rivers  be  thoroughly  estab- 
lished in  their  normal  channels,  undisturbed  by  inroads  from  th*  ocean. 

About  1865  the  New  Jersey  Southern  Railroad  was  built  from  Sperm- 
aceti Gove  along  the  front  beach  to  Long  Branch,  and  this  construction 
gave  promise  that  the  beach  would  be  permanently  protected  from 
breaches  by  the  ocean.  This  first  condition  has  been  maintained  stead- 
ily since  that  time,  so  that  it  now  remains  only  to  remove  the  vast  sand 
deposits  and  shoals  which  were  produced  during  the  previous  disturbed 
condition  of  the  rivers.  The  ebb  and  flood  tides  of  the  rivers  are  stead- 
ily at  work  reducing  these  obstacles  to  the  regular  flow  of  the  waters ; 
their  influence  is  without  cost,  and  is  far  more  potential  than  any  arti- 
ficial means  that  can  be  applied  within  the  limits  of  moderate  cost  or 
expenditure. 

In  187  L  our  operations  for  improving  the  depth  of  water  in  shoal 
places  were  begun. 

•A  channel  was  excavated  by  dredging  at  the  junction  point  of  the 
two  rivers,  (Lower  Rocky  Point,)  so  as  to  increase  the  depth  of  water 
at  that  locality  from  2  feet  to  6  feet  at  low  tide.  Another  excavation 
was  made  at  Upper  Rocky  Point,  about  1,200  yards  up  the  North 
Shrewsbury,  so  as  to  connect  the  deep  water  above  and  below,  and 
afford  a  continuous  navigation  at  low  tide  for  draughts  of  6  feet.  A 
third  cut  was  made  a  little  within  the  entrance  to  Sandy  Hook  Bay,  af- 
fording the  same  depth  of  water.  These  and  some  minor  excavations 
were  made  during  the  seasons  of  1871-72-73.  Great  need  was  felt  of 
more  definite  information  than  could  be  obtained  respecting  both  the  con- 
dition of  the  river  and  its  history  in  past  years,  and  it  was  recommend- 
ed, as  stated  above,  that  a  survey  should  precede  further  expenditure 
for  improvements.  This  survey  has  now  been  executed.  Unfortunately 
there  is  no  previous  survey  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  comparison.  It 
will  be  seeu;  however,  by  examination  of  the  charts,  that  the  work  at 
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Lower  Eocky  Point  has  been  as  snccessfal  as  <  onld  be  looked  for  in 
view  of  the  remarkable  irregularities  of  the  bottom  at  that  locality.  It 
is  proposed  to  place  along  the  line  of  the  channel  there  leading  up  the 
l^orth  Branch,  a  deflector  of  pile-work,  so  arranged  as  to  control  the 
currents,  both  of  flood  and  ebb,  while  not  disturbing  the  waters  of  South 
Shrewsbury,  eith^t  entering  or  ebbing. 

When  this  deflector  is  built,  it  is  believed  that  very  little  dredging 
will  be  required  in  front  of  it,  to  afford  a  channel  of  regular  and  uni- 
form section  around  Lower  Rocky  Point. 

At  Upper  Rocky  Point,  the  survey  shows  that  the  artificial  cut  which 
has  been  made  should  be  connected  with  the  southern  loop  of  deep 
water,  as  well  as  with  the  northern  one,  and  the  flow  of  water  be  thus 
encouraged  to  take  the  southern  channel  above  this  point. 

The  work  at  the  mouth,  or  near  Sandy  Hook  Bay,  has  not  resulted  so 
well.  It  appears  there  that  the  discharge-channel  is  in  a  condition  of 
transition ;  that  the  deep  water  west  of  the  ^^  Island  Beach"  Island,  and 
the  loop  from  Sandy  Hook  Bay  corresponding  to  it,  are.  not  likely  to  be 
pnermanent  features  of  the  river,  but  that  they  have  occurred  as  the 
river  is  slowly  returning  to  a  channel  of  discharge  which  follows  the 
inner  line  of  the  ocean-beach,  and  may  eventually  find  its  outlet  at  or 
near  the  Point  of  Cove. 

The  portion  of  Shrewsbury  River  affected  by  the  breaches  from  the 
ocean  extends  from  Sandy  Hook  Bay  to  above  Upper  Rocky  Point,  a 
length  of  6,000  or  7,000  yardH,  besides  the  disturbances  in  South 
Shrewsbury  from  the  junction  up.  These  disturbances  have  been  on  a 
vast  scale,  involving  the  transposition  of  enormous  amounts  of  sandy 
deposits.  That  portion  of  the  river  from  Lower  Rocky  Point  up,  will  be 
the  first  to  resume  a  regular  regimen ;  and  artificial  works  to  aid  in  this 
result  may  be  first  applied,  and  be  expected  to  prove  most  effective 
there.  At  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  natural  forces  at  work  must  pro- 
duce their  effects  more  gradually,  and  it  will  be  wiser  to  wait  until  the 
state  of  equilibrium  is  near  at  hand,  instead  of  now  interposing  the 
efforts,  comparatively  small,  which  our  limited  means  enable  us  to  bring 
into  play. 

It  may  eventuate  that  little  or  no  assistance  will  be  found  necessary 
to  promote  the  formation  of  a  good  channel  in  this  portion  of  the  river. 

The  channel  between  Lower  Rocky  Point  and  the  Island  Beach  Island 
is  now  good,  and  has  been  so  for  some  years  past.  It  passes  from  above, 
along  the  mainland  or  west  shore,  past  the  Highlands  wharf,  and  then 
obliquely  over  to  the  beach-shore.  At  the  same  time  the  ebb-current  at 
Rocky  Point  has  some  tendency  to  shoot  over  to  and  down  along  the 
beach.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  chart  that  the  cause  of  these  peculiarities 
is  a  great  deposit  of  sand,  (1,000  yards  long  at  low  water  in  1844,)  the 
effect  of  a  breach  at  the  locality.  This  shoal  has  now  nearly  disappeared 
at  low-water,  and  the  material  washed  from  it  by  the  flood-tide  must  be 
a  principal  cause  of  disturbance  in  the  waters  about  Lower  Rocky  Point, 
and  probably  also  yields  material  which  shoals  the  waters  of  the  South 
Shrewsbury.  When  it  is  all  removed  by  the  currents,  then  the  channel 
may  establish  itself  on  the  beach-side  along  the  whole  length  of  the 
united  river. 

ESTIMATE  FOR  A  CLOSE  PILE  STRUCTURE  ABOUT  1,200  FEET  LONG — PILES  ABOUT  12" 
DIAMETER,  PLACED  SIDE  BY  SIDE,  WIT^  GUARD-TIMBERS  ALONG  THE  SIDES,  BOLTED 
ON  THE  PILES  NEAR  HIGH-WATER  MARK. 

20'  hemlock  piles— 970  piles  in  place,  at  $5 $4,850 

Guard-timbers,  30,000  feet,  board-measure,  at  $50 1, 500 

Bolts,  workmanship,  &c 1,000 
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Snperintendence ^ $400 

Coutingencies 1/250 

9,000 
Dredging  at  Upper  Rocky  Point,  15,000  cubic  yards  sand,  at  32  cents. .     $4, 800 
Dredging  at  Lower  Rocky  Point,  10,000 cnbic  yards  sand,  at  32  cents. .      3,^00 

Coutingencies 1,000 

9,000 

Total 18,000 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


J.  D.  Kurtz, 
Lieut.  CoL  of  Engineers. 


APPENDIX  F. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WM.  P.  CRAIGHILL,  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30, 1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  12,  1876. 
Genbral:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  annual  report 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  for  works  of  improvement  of  rivers 
and  harbors,  and  of  examinations  and  surveys  in  connection  therewith, 
which  have  been  in  my  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  p.  Craighill, 
Major  of  Engineers,  Brevet  Lieut  CoL,  U,  8.  A, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A, 


F  I. 

improvement  op  the  SUSQUEHANNA  RIVER,  NEAR  HAVRE  DE  GRACE, 

MARYLAND. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  this  work  during  Jjhe  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1876,  and  no  work  of  any  kind  has  ^en  done.  No  exam- 
ination of  it  could  be  made,  and  its  condition  is,  therefore,  not  knownv 


F    2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NORTHEAST  RIVER,  MARYLAND. 

No  funds  have  been  available  for  this  locality  during  the  fiscal  year. 
No  examination  of  it  could  be  made,  and  its  present  condition  is,  there- 
fore! not  known. 
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F  3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  ELK  RIVER,  BELOW  ELKTON,  MARYLAND. 

The  original  improvement  proposed  was  to  dredge  a  cfaannel  75  feet 
wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  with  proper  side  slopes,  and 
also  to  construct  over  4,000  linear  feet  of  diking,  from  the  confluence 
with  Little  £11^  (o  the  bridge  at  Elkton.  A  similar  improvement  was 
proposed  for  the  Little  Elk.  Nothing  has  been  done  on  the  latter.  A 
description  of  what  was  done  on  the  former  previous  to  June  30, 1875, 
may  be  found  in  the  last  annual  report.  At  that  date  arrangements  had 
not  been  made  for  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 
1875,  $5,000. 

After  due  advertisement  for  proposals,  but  one  bid  was  received  May 
19,  the  day  appointed  for  the  opening.  This  was  rejected,  as  being  at 
a  too  high  price.  Efforts  were  continued  to  secure  a  proper  person  for 
the  work  at  a  suitable  price  until  late  in  August,  1875,  when  Mr.  A.  A. 
Dodge,  the  bidder  of  May  19,  offered  to  do  what  was  required  at  about 
two-thirds  of  his  first  price.  The  reduction  was  from  34  to  25  cents  per 
cubic  yard  for  dredging,  material  measured  in  place.  The  material  ex- 
cavated was  deposited  in  certain  deep  places  in  the  river  below,  where 
the  water  was  at  least  24  feet  deep  at  low-water,  the  arrangement  being 
that  no  filling  should  be  made  to  leave  a  depth  of  less  than  18  feet  at 
low- water. 

The  work  proposed  was  to  excavate  a  channel  40  feet  wide  at  bottom, 
with  proper  slopes,  with  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low- water,  to  extend 
from  the  iron  bridge  at  Elkton  to  a  point  about  a  half  mile  below,  and 
to  make  a  basin  near  the  wharves  of  the  town  for  turning  steamboats. 
The  plan  of  dredging  from  one  portion  of  the  river  and  dumping  the 
matter  in  another  deeper  portion  was  known  to  be  a  vicious  one,  but  no 
other  was  practicable  with  the  limited  amount  of  money  available,  and 
the  engineer  was  relieved  of  the  responsibility,  as  it  bad  been  more  than 
once  officially  reported  that  the  improvement  should  not  be  undertaken 
with  less  than  $20,000  available. 

The  work  was  begun  September  30, 1875,  and  completed,  as  reported, 
February  12,  1876.  The  total  number  of  cubic  yards  excavated  in  that 
interval  was  15,565.  A  resurvey  was  made  at  once,  and  a  map  of  the 
locality  has  since  been  prepared. 

The  immediate  supervision  of  this  improvement  was  committed  to 
Mr.  Henry  Bacon,  until  he  was  transferred  to  the  Cape  Fear  River, 
in  North  Carolina,  in  January,  1876,  when  Capt.  C.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  relieved  him  at  the  Elk  River  and  other  works  in  Maryland. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  improvement,  excluding  Little  Elk,  was 
$30,000,  and  including  it,  $36,000.  The  appropriations  have  been  :  June 
23, 1874,  $5,000 ;  March  3, 1875,  $5,000 ;  total,  $10,000.  If  it  be  decided 
by  Congress  to  complete  the  improvement  as  originally  proposed,  the 
remainder  of  the  estimate  should  be  appropriated  in  one  sum,  if  true 
economy  be  followed,  as  the  expense  of  any  work  is  greatly  increased 
by  carrying  it  through  several  years,  with  intervals  of  suspension  for 
want  of  funds. 

Money  statement. 

Amonnt  available  Jaly  1, 1875 $4,680  55 

Amount  expeDcled  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1876 4,680  55 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000  00 

Amount  that  cau  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  20, 000  00 
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F4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  WORTON  HARBOR,  MARYLAND. 

No  funds  have  been  available  for  this  locality  daring  the  fiscal  year. 
No  examination  of  it  could  b^  made,  and  its  present  condition  is,  there- 
fore, not  known. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  QUEENSTOWN  HARBOR,  MARYLAND. 

No  fands  have  been  available  for  this  locality  during  the  fiscal  year. 
No  examination  of  it  could  be  made,  and  its  present  condition  is,  there- 
fore, not  known. 


F  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF   CHESTER  RIVER,  AT  KENT  ISLAND  NARROWS,  MARY- 
LAND. 

The  object  of  this  Improvement  has  been  fully  set  forth  in  previous 
annual  reports.  Briefly,  it  consists  in  cutting  a  passage  through  the 
causeway  across  the  Narrows,  and  dredging  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and 
7  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary  low-water,  to  the  causeway,  from  Chester 
Eiver  on  the  one  side  and  Easton  Bay  on  the  other.  Although  the 
first  appropriation  for  this  work  ($15,0Q0)  was  made  in  March,  1873, 
and  a  further  appropriation  ($5,000)  was  made  in  June,  1874,  work  was 
delayed  until  the  spring  of  1875,  while  waiting  for  certain  legislative 
enactments  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  without  which  it  was 
deemed  best  (by  the  Secretary  of  War)  for  the  General  Government  not 
to  proceed  with  the  work. 

These  obstacles  having  been  finally  removed,  proposals  for  dredging 
were  invited,  and  a  contract  was  awarded  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Beard,  at  16^ 
cents  per  cnbic  yard.  The  contractor  commenced  work  under  his  con- 
tract during  the  latter  part  of  May,  1875,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  fiscal  year  had  removed  only  10,000  yards  of  material. 

Work  was  continued  on  the  Easton  Bay  side  of  the  causeway  until 
September  2,  when  that  portion  of  the  work  was  completed ;  the 
channel  having,  however,  been  reduced  to  80  feet  in  width,  instead  of 
giving  it  the  full  width  of  100  feet  as  at  first  proposed. 

From  September  until  tlie  following  17rh  of  December,  dredging  was 
continued  on  the  Chester  Kiver  side. 

On  the  latter  date  work  was  suspended  on  account  of  ice,  and 
remained  suspended  until  the  18th  of  February,  1870,  when  dredging 
was  resumed,  and  has  been  continued  through  the  balance  of  the  fiscal 
year. 

On  the  Chester  Eiver  side  the  channel  has  been  completed  to  80  feet 
in  width  over  the  entire  distance,  and  the  dredges  are  engaged  upon  an 
additional  cut  which  will  give  the  full  proposed  width  of  100  feet. 

The  counties  of  Queen  Anne  and  Talbot,  Maryland,  having  complied 
with  the  requirements  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland  in  erecting  a  draw- 
bridge at  the  causeway,  the  contractor,  on  the  15th  of  May,  commenced 
cutting  a  passage  through  the  causeway'  on  the  western  side  of  the  draw- 
pier.  The  passage  was  completed  on  the  24th  of  May,  is  60  feet  in 
width,  and  fully  7^  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary  low- water. 
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Atnonnt  of  material  removed  by  contractor  daring  fiscal  year  abont 
88,000  yards.  The  water-way  of  the  causeway  is  not  suflBcient  and 
should  be  made  wider. 

The  time  for  completion  of  contract  was  dated  December  31,  1875. 
An  extension  of  6  months,  or  until  June  30,  1876,  was  granted  the  con- 
tractor. A  further  extension  of  60  days  was  afterward  granted.  It  is 
not  probable,  however,  that  over  15  days  will  be  required  to  exhaust 
the  appropriation. 

The  oiiginal  estimate  for  the  improvement  was  $23,000,  of  which 
$20,000  were  appropriated  up  to  June  30, 1876.  Three  thousand  dollars 
would  complete  the  estimate ;  bat  owing  to  the  long  but  unavoidable 
delay  and  protraction  of  the  operations  which  have  occurred,  and  the 
attending  increase  of  expense,  the  sum  of  $5,000  will  not  more  than 
complete  the  work  estimated  for.  To  keep  this  channel  open  when  com- 
pleted, occasional  repairs  will  be  required.  Their  cost  will  probably 
average  $3,000  per  annum. 

Since  January,  1876,  the  immediate  supervision  of  this  work  has  been 
committed  to  Oapt.  0.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  then  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  H.  Bacon,  assistant  engineer. 

Money  statement 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1875 $18,704  98 

AmoQDt  expended  during  liscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 13,330  83 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $1,282.73  due  on  contracts 5, 374  15 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount   that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yeai*  ending  June  30, 

1878,  (see  explanation  above) 3,000  00 


F7. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  HARBOR  OP  BALTIMORE. 

MARYLAND. 

During  the  year  operations  in  continuance  of  the  improvement  have 
been  confined  altogether  to  the  Brewerton  Channel.  On  the  30th  of 
June,  1875,  Morris  &  Cumings,  as  contractors,  were  engaged  in  adding 
about  40  feet  to  the  width  of  that  channel  on  the  north  side,  making;  it 
about  300  feet  wide.  The  work  was  continued  until  December  21, 1875, 
and  then  suspended  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather.  This 
opportunity  was  taken  advantage  of  to  make  some  small  but  needed 
repairs  to  the  hull  and  machinery  of  the  tug  Leslie,  belonging  to  the 
United  States. 

Work  on  the  Brewerton  Channel  was  resumed  about  the  middle  of 
March,  1876,  and  continued  until  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation 
early  in  June,  1876.  Besides  the  widening  of  the  channel,  already  men- 
tioned, the  turning-place  was  enlarged  at  the  junction  of  the  Brewerton 
and  Fort  McHenry  Channels,  near  Fort  Carroll.  A  cut  was  also  made 
in  the  Brewerton  Channel,  at  a  distance  of  45  feet  from  the  north  side, 
commencing  at  a  point  about  300  yards  above  \t%  lower  end,  and  was 
carried  a  distance  of  2^  miles,  or  to  a  point  nearly  opposite  the  North 
Point  buoy.  This  cut  was  made  to  a  depth  of  25  feet  at  ordinary  low 
water.  Not  less  than  23  feet  depth  of  water,  however,  was  found  at 
any  point  over  this  distance.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  more  or  less 
dredging  may  be  expected  to  be  annually  required  over  this  portion  of 
the  channel,  which,  from  necessity,  projects  into  and  across  the  current 
of  the  Susquehanna  River.    The  total  amount  of  material  dredged  dur- 
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iuff  the  fiscal  year  has  been  436,181  cubic  yards.  The  contract-price, 
12J  cents  per  cubic  yard,  including  the  expense  also  of  re-deposit,  is  the 
lowest  at  which  such  work  has  been  done  on  aqy  improvement  in  my 
charge. 

The  object  of  this  work  has  been  to  make  such  a  channel  as  will 
enable  vessels  drawing  22^  or  23  feet  to  come  to  the  city  of  Baltimore 
at  any  ordinary  stage  of  the  tide. 

The  object  has  been  attained,  but  the  width  is  the  minimum.  Any 
increase  of  width  would  be  an  improvement.  As  stated  above,  some 
slioaling  may  be  always  expected,  but  th^  small  vertical  movement  of 
the  tide,  averaging  only  about  18  inches,  the  breadth  of  the  expanse  of 
the  sheets  of  water  through  which  the  channel  has  been  excavated,  the 
great  freedom  from  the  inHuence  of  freshets,  and  the  consequent  feeble- 
ness of  the  currents,  as  well  as  the  small  amount  of  sedimentary  matter, 
are  circumstances  favorable  to  the  stability  and  permanence  of  the 
excavated  channel,  ltd  use  by  heavy  ships  will  assist  in  keeping  it 
open. 

All  routes  of  communication,  such  as  railways,  canals,  ordinary  roads, 
pavements,  &c.,  require  repairs.  This  channel  is  nothing  but  a  canal  in 
the  bottom  of  a  river,  which  will  need  annual  repairs.  The  long  steam- 
ers which  use  the  channel,  their  length  often  greater  than  ils  width, 
sometimes  slice  off  large  mas&es  from  its  sides  with  their  sharp  prows, 
and  these  are  thrown  down  into  the  channel,  diminishing  its  depth.  It 
is  estimated  that  a  sum  not  less  than  $50,000  should  be  provided  an- 
nually for  dredging  in  this  channel.  It  might  be  supposed  by  some 
that  use  should  be  made  of  dikes  or  jetties  in  connection  with  the 
dredging,  but  structures  of  this  kind  would  be  such  a  hinderauce  to  the 
navigation  o4  the  lower  Patapsco  and  Susquehanna  by  the  numerous 
vessels  of  light  draught  as  to  be  intolerable. 

Since  (in  the  last  year  or  two)  the  channel  has  been  better  known  at 
home  and  abroad,  there  has  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  of 
large  vessels  of  heavy  draught  coming  to  this  port,  and  to  the  saine 
cause  is  due  another  remarkable  feature  of  commercial  development,  the 
erection,  by  the  great  railroads  terminating  here,  of  vast  wharves, 
store-houses,  grain-elevators,  &c. 

An  interesting  statement  is  appended,  prepared  by  Mr.  George  U. 
Porter,  secretary  board  of  trade,  giving  information  regarding  increase 
of  tonnage,  &c.,  since  the  opening  of  the  new  channel.  This  increase 
is  the  more  remarkable  in  view  of  the  great  depression  and  stagnation 
which  have  prevailed  in  business  generally. 

The  channel  may  be  maintained  in  its  present  condition  for  the  sum 
of  $50,000  per  annum,  and  that  sum  is  the  minimum  deemed  absolutely 
necessary,  but,  in  view  of  the  great  importance  of  giving  increased  width 
to  the  channel,  an  appropriation  of  $210,000  is  strongly  recommended. 

The  work  has  been  during  almost  the  whole  of  the  year,  as  for  sev- 
eral pre\ious  years,  under  the  immediate  and  efficient  supervision  of 
Mr.  N.  H.  Hutton,  who  has  lately  been  appointed  engineer  to  the  har- 
bor commission  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  Jaly  1,1875 J69,485  87 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 68,691  19 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 794  68 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  AngUHt  14, 1876 75, 000  00 

Amount  (csstimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  (see  re- 
port of  last  year) 160,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876.  135, 000  00 
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COMMBRCLLL  STATISTICS. 

The  wisdom  of  improving;  the  ship-chaDnel  of  the  Patapsco  River  and  Chesapeake 
Bay  is  every  day  beiug  demonstrated.  Before  this  improvement  was  begun  there  was 
bat  a  narrow  zigzag  channel  leading  to  and  from  the  port  of  Baltimore  of  17  feet  depth 
of  water ;  now  the  channel  is  straight  and  wide,  with  but  two  bends  where  the 
Brewerton  connects  with  the  CraigbiU  and  McHenry  Channels,  and  24  feet  of  water. 
We  have  compiled,  from  the  official  reports  of  the  Board  of  Pilots,  the  nnmber  of  ves- 
sels piloted  in  and  out  of  the  port  since  the  year  1872,  showing  the  number  drawing 
over  18  feet.,  and  those  lees  than  18  feet,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  there  is  a  very  marked 
increase  of  heavy-draught  vessels  entering  and  leaving  our  port  since  the  deepening 
of  the  channel.  Another  feature  of  this  exhibit  is,  the  lightness  shown  of  vessels 
entering  the  harbor  compared  with  those  departing ;  this  is  occasioned  by  the  larger 
class  of  vessels  either  coming  in  ballast  or  but  partially  loaded,  whereas  when  they 
leave  hence  they  are  full  to  their  capacity. 

Vessels  piloted  to  the  port  of  Baltimore  from  January^  1872,  to  May^  1876,  induslve,  showing 
the  number  for  each  months  with  the  draught  of  water  of  same. 


Months. 


1878: 

January  

Febrnary  

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auzust 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

1873L 

Jaonary  

February 

March 

AprU 

May 

June 

July 

Aufmst 

September 

October 

Norember 

December 

Totia 

1874. 

January 

Febrnary 

March 

April 


55 

46 
60 
M 
88 
103 
55 
5-3 
67 
61 
63 
57 


^u3 


18 
."O 
i*8 
Li>4 
^6 
76 
-3 
'8 
-6 
08 


984 


78 
138 
107 


5g 

J 


53  I 
45 

57 
88 
87 
90 
54 
50 
65 
56 
58 
56 


46 
46 
85 
91 
103 
88 
74 
80 
75 
83 
59  > 
59 


85« 


65 
75 
185 
103 


Months. 


1874. 

^•y 

June 

July 

AniEtist 

September 

Octol>er 

November 

December 

Total 

187SL 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

DeeeMber 

Total 

1876. 

January  

February 

March 

April 

May 

Total 


104 
74 
88 
99 
58 
65 
78 


Sg 


1,015  ; 


36 


58 
57 
116 
105 
190 
81 
75 
69 
55 
66 
55 
63 


990 


138 
90 
117 
104 
100 


543 


57 


88 
96 
49 
64 
67 


979 


54 

50 
113 
99 
109 
74 
69 
65 
98 
64 
53 
61 


863 


130 
86 
113 
100 
97 


17       526 
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VcueU  piloted  from  the  port  of  Baltimore  to  9ea  from  January  ^  1672,  to  May,  1876,  iiwlueive. 


Months, 


r 

B 

p 


eg 


Months. 


I 

H 
I 


JanniiTy ... 
Febraary .. 

March 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

Angnst 

Sepiember . 

October 

Noveoiber  . 
December. . 


Total  . 


1873. 


Jannary 

Febraary  ... 

March 

April 

M-y 

Jane 

July 

Angnitt ..... 
September.. 

October 

November . . 
December  . . 


1873. 


Total. 


75 
68 
54 
78 
101 
87 
81 
56 
53 
53 
69 
56 


830 


133 


74 
68 
76 
106 
105 
91 
73 
76 
81 
73 
81 
71 


16 

58 

11 

57 

13 

64 

13 

94 

17 

88 

14 

77 

11 

63 

9 

67 

S 

73 

11 

61 

974 


143 


January  . . 
February . 
March.... 


1874. 


1874. 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

Aojcast 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

187Sw 

Jannary 

February 

March  .1 

April  ••■••.••......••••.• 

Mjiy 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

1876L 

Jannary 

February 

March 

April '. 

May 

Total,  (five  months) 


118 
110 
89 
78 
71 
76 
71 
65 
60 


974 


76 
48 
95 
108 
94 
81 
81 
71 
55 
58 
.M 
58 


876 


108 
103 
115 
97 
115 


543 


100 
79 
76 
56 
59 
68 
56 
56 
46 


793 


807 


61 
36 
-.5 
hO 
73 

m 

61 
54 
37 
49 
41 
47 

"669 


79 

84 
84 
65 


149 


394 


KBCAPITULATION. 


FILOTBD  ] 

nWARD. 

FILOTBD  OUTWABO. 

t 

n 

t 

s 

Si 

^ 

► 

t 

► 

kiS 

^ 

•s 

•S^) 

"S 

'S?} 

g 

Tears. 

¥ 

iL 

1 

Year& 

1^ 

h 

1 

§H 

00 

B 

r-& 

a 

1 

III 

1 

1 

III 

1 

^ 

H 

s 

^ 

H 

p 

1879    

803 
934 
1,015 
990 
643 

39 
39 
36 
57 
17 

764 
885 
979 
863 
536 

1873 

830 
974 
974 
876 
543 

133 
143 
183 
907 
149 

698 

1873     

1873 

833 

1874                       

1874 

793 

1875      

1875 

669 

1876 

1876,  (Ave  months) 

394 

In  the  foregoing  figares  we  aim  to  show  the  looreaBe  of  heavy-draught  Teasels  enteriDg 
onr  port  since  the  depth  of  24  feet  has  heen  attained  in  onr  riYer- channel.  Annexed 
we  give  tahle  showing  the  tonnage  arrived  since  1872,  each  sncceeding  year  presenting 
an  increase.  Contrasting  the  first  five  months  of  1876  with  the  same  months  of  1875, 
we  find  an  increase  in  foreign  tonnage  of  116,006  tons,  hat  in  American  a  decrease  of 
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32f296 ;  wbicb  latter  represents  t.be  loss  of  sugar  and  molasses  trade  since  the  suspen- 
sion of  our  refining  interest.  The  aggregate  of  foreign  and  American  tonnage,  how- 
ever, for  the  first  few  months  of  the  present  year,  compared  with  the  same  period  1875, 
gives  a  total  of  increase  amounting  to  83,711  tons,  and  a  much  larger  percentage  than 
lus  characterized  either  of  the  preceding  years. 

TONNAGE  AT  THE  PORT  OF  BALTIMORE. 

The  following  shows  the  arrival  of  foreign  and  American  tonnage  from  1872  to  May, 
1876: 


Tear. 

Foreign. 

American. 

TotaL 

1R72 

Tong. 
255,251 
a33,652 
402.811 
419.  741 
312,  981 

Tons. 

99,394 
118,935 
135.893 
129,795 

40,637 

Tons, 
354,645 

1873 

452,587 

1874 

538.704 

1875        

549, 536 

1876,  (fiv©  mODthfl) - 

353,618 

EXPORTS  OF  PETROLEUM. 

The  foreign  exports  of  petroleum  from  the  United  States  thus  far  for  year  1876  pre- 
sent an  aggregate  of  90,385,299  gallons,  against  86,846,697  gallons  for  same  period 
1875.  New  York  shows  a  decrease  this  year  of  12,411,617  gallons.  Philadelphia,  which 
lost  heavily  in  1875,  has  this  year  been  recovering  her  exports,  showing  an  increase  of 
9,302,210  gallons.  Baltimore  has  been  steadily  gaining  in  this  trade  for  past  two 
years ;  her  increase  over  187ft  amounts  to  5,000,000  gallons,  and  compared  with  1874 
her  increase  shows,  in  round  figures,  over  fourteen  millions  of  gallons. 

We  give  the  figures  from  the  respective  ports,  viz : 


From— 

1876. 

1875. 

New  York 

GaUonM. 
45. 941. 340 

1. 030, 525 

25, 619, 842 

17,231,188 

562.403 

OollonM. 
57, 130  399 

BoAtoa  ....^--     --     -        --   

1,135,386 

Philadelphia 

A 

16,317,632 

Baltimore 

12,963.280 

Richmond  ............. 

Total 

90,385,299 

86,846,697 

Shipments  of  petroleum  from  Baltimore  prove  to  be  still  more  active ;  16  sailing- 
vessels  are  at  present  under  engagement  to  load,  their  united  capacity  being  78,0% 
barrels. 


F  8. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CAMBRIDGE  JSARBOR.  MARYLAND. 

No  funds  have  been  available  for  this  locality  daring  the  fiscal  year. 
No  t-xaminatioQ  of  it  coald  be  made,  and  its  present  condition  is,  there- 
fore, not  known. 


Fg. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  WICOMICO  RIVER,  NEAR  SALISBURY,  MARYLAND. 

On  the  30th  of  Jane,  1875,  Mr.  Parsons,  the  contractor,  was  engaged 
in  dredging,  his  plan  of  procedure  being  to  damp  the  material  from  the 
bucket  of  the  dredge  in  the  upper  end  of  a  long  chute,  floated  oirone 
or  more  scows,  and  to  flood  the  material  with  water  from  a  steam-pump, 
thus  washing  it  through  the  chute  over  the  dike,  or  on  the  flats  below 
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the  dike.    His  chute  was  in  longitadinal  sections,  in  order  that  its  length 
iu]|(ht  be  varied  according  to  the  distance  of  the  dike  from  the  dredge. 

The  original  plan  of  improvement  was  to  dredge  a  channel  75  feet 
wide  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low  water,  and  deposit  the  material  behind 
longitadinal  dikes.  The  work  dragged  through  a  portion  of  1872, 1873, 
1874,  and  a  part  of  1875,  owing  to  insufficient  means  and  other  causes 
of  delay.  An  interesting  history  of  its  progress,  up  to  June  30, 1875, 
may  be  found  in  the  last  annual  report. 

The  diking,  which  had  also  been  in  progress  for  more  than  a  month 
before,  was  completed  July  16, 1875,  consisting  of  closing  up  the  gap  in 
the  left  dike  from  its  upper  end  to  the  wharf,  an  extension  of  the  lower 
end  about  400  feet,  and  repairs  of  the  dike  already  existing.  The  length 
of  the  new  diking  built  was  1,636  feet,  the  adjacent  landowners  furnish- 
ing the  materials  for  about  900  feet  of  the  distance,  the  United  States 
doing  all  the  work  and  furnishing  the  material  for  the  remainder.  The 
dredging  an<I  chuting  were  continued  until  the  7th  of  January,  1876, 
when  the  appropriation  was  exhausted. 

It  had  beeo  expected  to  use  the  available  funds  in  making  a  channel 
50  feet  wide  at  bottom  and  5  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  and  preparing 
a  basin  near  the  wharves  for  steamboats  to  turn  in.  This  channel,  ex- 
tending about  7,000  feet  from  the  bridge  at  Salisbury  to  deep  water 
below,  would  enable  vessels  drawing  7^  or  8  feet  to  reach  the  town  at 
ordinary  high-water;  whereas,  previously,  all  vessels  drawing  more 
than  about  4  feet  were  obliged  to  receive  and  discharge  their  cargoes 
below,  by  the  use  of  lighters,  at  a  large  expense,  often  amounting  to  a 
prohibition  of  water  carriage.  The  expense  of  lightering  freight,  then 
transported  by  the  river,  was  estimated  June  1, 1875,  to  be  $7,000  per 
annum. 

The  channel  was  completed  as  stated,  except  for  a;  short  portion, 
which  could  be  made  only  38  feet  in  width,  owing  to  the  lack  of  funds. 
The  total  amount  of  material  removed  by  Mr.  Parsons  was  44,487  cubic 
yards. 

During  the  month  of  February,  1876,  an  examination  of  the  chan- 
nel was  made,  with  a  view  to  the  preparation  of  a  map  exhibiting  its 
condition  at  the  close  of  operations.    This  map  has  been  completed. 

It  was  originally  expected,  as  has  been  stated,  to  make  a  cnannel  by 
dredging  75  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  at  a  cost  of 
$17,000,  it  being  understood  that  the  necessary  dikes  would  be  built  by 
the  citizens,  at  their  own  expense.  The  causes  of  the  increased  expense 
of  the  work  were  fully  stated  in  the  last  annual  report.  It  is  believed 
that  one  of  these,  the  inflow  of  sawdust  from  the  mills,  is  now  cut  off 
almost  entirely,  unless  in  high  freshets,  when  a  portion  may  be  still 
washed  from  the  banks.  The  appropriations  have  been  June  10, 1872, 
March  3,  1873,  June  23,  1874,  and  March  3,  1875 ;  total,  $20,000. 
Should  the  original  plan  be  carried  out,  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  will 
still  be  required. 

This  work  was  supervised  by  Mr.  Henry  Bacon  until  the  early  part  of 
January,  1876,  and  thereafter  by  Captain  G.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  Eugi- 
neers. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $11,669  22 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 11^  598  18 

Amount  available  Jaly  1, 1876 71  04 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagnst  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiug  project,  (see  last 

annual  report) 20,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  Id  fiscal  year  ending  Juue  30, 1878.  15, 000  00 

19  E  r^         T 
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F  lO. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBOR  OF  CRISFIELD,  MARYLAND. 

The  object  of  this  improvement  was  to  dredge  a  chann'el  of  12  feet 
depth  at  mean  low- water  across  the  bar  near  Somers's  Cove  light  to  tbe 
railroad-wharf,  and  to  make  a  basin  for  vessels  at  and  near  that  wharf. 
The  appropriation  was  $37,317.50.  The  work  was  awarded  to  Mr.  G.  H. 
Ferris,  the  lowest  bidder.  At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  he  was 
engaged  in  the  execution  of  his  contract,  which  was  carried  steadily  and 
faithfiilly  on  until  the  completion  of  the  work  at  the  close  of  May,  1876. 

The  contract-price  being  less  than  that  of  the  estimate,  and  experi- 
ence showing  that  unnecessary  width  had  been  originally  assigned  for 
the  channel  leading  to  the  wharves,  greater  dimensions  were  given  to 
the  harbor  or  basin  at  the  town. 

This  is  a  notable  instance,  so  rare  as  to  be  worthy  of  special  attention, 
in  which  Congress  appropriated  in  one  sum  the  whole  amount  of  the 
estimate.  The  work  has  been  successfully  accomplished  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  and  is  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
in  the  interest  of  true  economy,  that  the  same  procedure  could  not  be 
followed  in  many  other  similar  cases. 

The  result  of  the  work  at  this  place  has  been  the  excavation  of  a  chan- 
nel, 2C6  feet  in  width  and  12  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary  low-water,  from 
above  the  railroad-wharf  to  a  point  known  as  the  second  angle,  (oppo- 
site Somers's  Cove  light,)  and  from  this  point  to  the  deep  water  below  a 
channel  of  the  same  depth  425  feet  in  width. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  basin  has  been  excavated  on  both  the  north  and 
sooth  sides  of  the  railroad- wharf,  12  feet  in  depth  at  low- water.  On  the 
south  side  this  basin  has  been  excavated  to  within  8  feet  of  the  oyster- 
houses  to  the  south  and  east,  or  over  all  the  area  available.  On  the 
north  side  the  basin  has  been  excavated  to  a  width  of  lOOfeet  from  the 
railroad-wharf,  and,  in  addition,  two  cuts,  aggregating  5G  feet  in  width, 
have  been  made  in  front  of  the  oyster-houses,  on  this  side  of  the  basin. 
The  latter  two  cuts,  however,  were  excavated  only  to  a  depth  of  9  feet 
at  low-water.  Proper  approaches  have  been  excavated  from  each  por- 
tion of  the  basin  to  the  main  channel.  The  total  amount  of  material 
removed  during  the  entire  operations  has  been  238,389  cubic  yards. 

Mr.  Henry  Bacon  was  the  immediate  supervisor  of  this  work  until  his 
relief  in  January,  1876,  by  Capt.  C.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  Engineers.  A 
resurvey  was  made  immediately  upon  the  completion  of  the  work,  and 
a  map  prepared  showing  its  condition  at  the  close  of  operations.  It  is  to 
be  remembered,  however,  that  reparations  will  in  time  be  necessary  for 
this  dredged  channel  and  harbor,  just  as  they  are  occasionally  to  all 
highways,  canals,  ordinary  roads,  &c. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $35,575  62 

Amount  Axpended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 35, 555  84 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 19  78 


F  II. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  JAMES  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Whitcomb  has  continued  the  resident  assistant  engineer 
for  the  United  States,  at  Bichmond,  while  at  the  same  time  engineer  for 
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the  city  in  the  joint  operations  for  this  improvement.  He  has  given 
much  study  to  the  regimen  of  the  river,  the  results  of  which  appear  in 
the  interesting  and  instructive  report  submitted  by  him  and  appended 
hereto.  Eeference  to  it  is  requested  for  information  as  to  details  of 
work  done  and  still  required. 

On  the  James  River,  as  in  many  other  instances,  the  appropriations 
have  been  generally  inadequate  to  the  execution  in  proper  order  of  the 
several  parts  of  a  well-considered  project  of  improvement.  The  suc- 
cessive operations  have  been  necessarily  to  a  great  extent  intermittent 
and  incomplete,  and  therefore  unsatisfactory  and  expensive.  Sometimes, 
under  the  pressure  for  immediate  relief  to  commerce,  a  quick  method 
has  been  resorted  to,  like  dredging,  when  a  slower  process  would  have 
produced  more  lasting  effects.  Notwithstanding  such  difficulties,  there 
has  been  in  the  past  few  years  a  marked  improvement  in  the  condition 
of  the  James  River,  and  a  point  is  now  reached  when  the  outlook  is 
very  favorable  for  the  attainment  of  a  still  more  important  and  perma- 
nent gain  in  width  and  depth  of  navigable  channel  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense. It  may  be  fairly  said  that  the  worst  obstacles  existing  to  the 
navigation  5  years  ago  have  been  either  entirely  removed,  or  are  in  a 
fair  way  to  be  at  no  distant  day,  if  funds  are  provided,  as  asked  for. 

With  the  additional  information  gained  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
river  by  further  surveys,  a  better  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  the  com- 
merce now  on  it,  or  to  be  reasonably  expected,  as  well  as  of  the  prices 
at  which  work  of  various  kinds  may  be  done,  the  estimate  submitted 
with  the  annual  report  of  1874  has  been  revised  by  Mr.  Whitcomb  at 
my  request.  It  is  for  a  channel  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water  and  ISO 
feet  wide  as  far  down  as  Harrison's  Bar,  and  for  a  partial  improvement 
there.    Additional  surveys  are  required  at  that  point  and  at  others. 

The  estimate  of  1874  was |408,925  00 

The  appropriations  since  have  been :  JnDe23, 1874,|50,000;  March  3, 1875, 
$50,000;  total , 100,000  00 

Leaying  balance  to  be  provided 308,925  00 

The  present  estimate  of  Mr.  Whitcomb  is ^- 293,808  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $47,555  09 

Amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 47, 450  50 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 104  59 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angust  14,  1876 60, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 293, 808  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  140, 000  00 


REPORT  OF  MR.  H,  D.  WHITCOMB,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Richmond,  July  1, 1876. 

CoLONEi. :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  improvement  of 
James  River  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

The  work  was  confined  to  the  schedule  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  with  one  excep- 
tion, and  was  executed  as  follows : 

At  the  letting,  June  4, 1875,  bids  were  rcseived  for  excavating  a  channel  through 
Gillie's  Creek  Shoal,  for  completing  the  dike  at  the  head  of  Drury's  Island,  and  for 
widening  the  Dutch  Gap  Canal.  Only  1  bid  was  received  for  the  work  at  Gillie's 
Creek  Shoal,  and  that  not  satisfactory.  The  contracts  for  the  dike,  and  the  excava- 
tion at  the  canal  above  wator,  were  let  to  R.  T.  Hieston ;  and  for  canal  excavation  be- 
low water,  to  Mr.  M.  Meehan.  The  remainder  of  the  work  was  done  by  a  Government 
force,  using  the  rock-drilling  machinery  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
dredges,  tugs,  barges,  dumping-machines,  and  pile-driver  belonging  to  the  city  of  Uich- 
luona,  which  were  furnished  to  the  United  States  at  a  rental  not  exceeding  the  cost  of 
repairs. 
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CHANNEL  THROUGH  GILLIE'S  CREEK  SHOAL. 

The  only  bid  received  for  this  work  was  at  the  rate  of  50  cents  per  cnbie  yard  for 
ordinary  excavation,  $1.50  per  cnbic  yard  for  loose  and  soft  rock,  and  $2.50  per  cnbic 
yard  for  solid  rock,  the  latter  to  be  loosened  by  the  United  States  ;  the  material,  after 
removal,  to  be  measured  in  bnckets  as  called  for  in  the  specifications.  This  wss  con- 
sidered unsatisfactory.  A  channel,  90  feet  wide,  has  been  excavated  to  the  depth  ot 
15  feet  at  low-tide,  (with  the  exception  of  small  areas  of  rock  near  the  sides,  where 
there  are  14  feet,)  including  the  removal  of  196  cubic  yards  of  sol  id  rock ;  and  cost  the 
United  States  about  35  cents  measured  as  above,  or  say  50  cents  measured  in  place. 
The  material  was  ^*decomposed•rock  ^  bowlders,  and  some  solid  rock.  The  channel  is 
but  one-half  the  full  width,  but  is  used  by  the  larger  class  of  vessels,  and  permits  any 
which  can  cross  the  miter-sill  of  the  Richmond  dock  to  proceed  to  sea. 

COMPLETION  OF  THE   DIKE   AT  THE  HEAD  OF   DKUET'S   ISLAND. 

This  work,  1,326^  feet  long,  was  completed  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Hieston,  contractor,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1875,  and  answers  the  purposes  intended. 

CHANNEL  AT  GOODE'S  ROCKS. 

This  work  was  of  a  character  so  uncertain  that  it  could  not  be  let  to  contract  with- 
out risk  to  both  parties.  The  United  States  had  the  proper  machinery  for  the  work  on 
the  spot,  and  it  was  carried  on  by  a  Government  force.  It  proved  to  be  a  more  formid- 
able obstacle  than  was  supposed.  The  few  rocks  which  obstructed  our  otherwise  fair 
channel  of  moderate  deptn  were  supposed  to  rest  on  a  spur  from  the  adjoining  quarry. 
The  remainder  of  the  shoal  appeared  to  be  sand.  The  removal  of  these  rocks,  which 
proved  to  be  bowlders,  as  was  supposed,  and  the  subsequent  scour  of  the  sand  in 
which  they  were  imbedded,  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  bed  of  the  river  for  a  consider- 
able area  was  composed  of  bowlders,  often  of  great  size.  We  failed  to  remove  all  of 
these,  even  to  a  depth  of  10^  feet  at  low- tide,  for  want  of  means,  and  this  channel  has 
not  been  opened  for  navigation,  allhouffh  nsed  occasionally  by  vessels  of  light  draught. 
By  a  recent  survey,  there  is  an  area  of  106,000  square  feet,  on  which  an  average  depth 
of  1.9  feet  must  be  excavated  to  give  15  feet  at  low-tide.  The  sounding-rod  struck 
rock  ^  times  in  every  100.  The  greater  part  of  the  channel,  for  a  width  of  80  feet,  was 
cleared  of  rock  and  sand  to  a  depta  of  from  13  to  13^  feet,  and  a  comparatively  small 
sum  will  open  this  width  to  that  depth  at  low-water. '  The  rock  excavated  was  used 
in  making  dikes  and  wing-dams  in  the  vicinity.  The  circuitous  channel  which  avoids 
these  rooks  continues  to  be  used  by  vessels,  and  has  a  depth  of  10^  feet  at  low^tide. 
The  completion  of  even  the  narrow  channel  mentioned  will  be  a  great  improvement. 

DIKES  AND  WING-DAMS  AT  RICHMOND  BAR. 

The  dike  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  was  completed,  and  certain  wing-dams  on  the 
right  bank  constructed,  mostly  out  of  materials  on  hand,  by  a  Government  force,  and 
have  assisted  in  the  reduction  of  this  bar,  as  will  be  shown  further  on  in  this  report. 

DUTCH  GAP  CDT-OFF. 

Mr.  Hieston  excavated  18,674  cubic  yards  above  water,  and  Mr.  Meehan  17,212  cubic 
yards  below  water,  the  total  cost  to  the  United  States  being  111,870.25:  The  contracU 
were  closed  in  February,  1 876.  The  canal  is  now  180  feet  wide  at  surface,  and  has  a  dept h 
of  about  15  feet  at  low- tide.  It  can  be  used  by  all  classes  of  vessels  coining  to  Rich- 
mond, but  would  be  greatly  improved  b^  a  further  enlargement.  Further  reltMrence  to 
this  work  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

AMOUNT  OF  WORK  DONE. 

The  following  statement  gives  the  cubic  yards  removed  both  by  the  United  States 
and  by  the  city  of  Richmond  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876 : 


BytheUaited 
Statea. 

Bytheei^. 

Earth. 

Rook. 

Sarih. 

Rock. 

Xewohaonel,  Gillie's  Creek  Shoal 

18,794 

196 

16,966 

3.168 

913 

17.796 

131 

Deposit  fh>m  freshet  1876  (Maroh)  near  ship-look 

Kiohroond  and  Danville  Railroad  wharf...! 

Firebrick-yard  ent,  enlarirement  of  channel 

M 

Side-ehanoels  to  Dmry's  Island  dike 

4,148 

8^616 

New  channel  at  Goode's  Rooks 

1.600 
31,016 

949 

sot 

Ihxtch  Gap  Canal  enlargement.... .^.  .^ 

Total 

55,556 

1.145 

51,930 
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hb  United  Stoteehave  bniU  dikes  and  winsr-dams  as  follows : 

Fwt. 

■pper  end  of  Dniry's  Island/by  oontraet 1,396^ 

WcbiDODd  Bar,  by  €k>vernniefit  force 683 

Kandolph's  Plate,  by  Oovennnent  force 788 

Total 2,797i 

^  want  of  fonde,  no  effort  was  made,  as  bad  been  contemplated,  to  close  the 
■tation-dikea  bordering  certain  parts  of  the  river,  broken  during  the  civil  war. 
lie  condition  of  the  river  is  better  than  it  was  a  year  since. 

lie  new  channel  tfarongh  Gillie's  Creek  Shoal  permits  vessels  of  14  feet  draught  to 
re  thedock  and  proceed  to  sea.  Tlie  shallow  reach  below  Rockett's  Reef  has  been  deep- 
d  to  some  extent  by  dredging  and  widened  by  sconr.  The  channel  over  Richmond 
rhas  been  increased  100  feet  m  width  by  sconr  alone,  and  Dutch  Gap  Cat-off  is  im- 
Ired  so  that,  except  under  certain  combinations  of  wind  and  tide,  it  can  be  used 
h  safety  by  the  larigest  class  of  steamers  coming  to  this  port. 

fbr  the  first  time,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  a  freshet  has  produced  an  improvement  on 
iimond  Bar,  dae,  it  is  clear,  to  the  contraction  of  its  width,  as  will  be  shown  pres- 
ly.  Th^  freshet  of  this  spring  left  no  observed  injurious  deposit  in  the  channel, 
lept  at  the  entrancse  to  the  ship-lock,  due  probably  to  the  pier  on  the  south  side  of 
I  entrance,  which  causes  no  eddy. 

rhe  improvement  has  reached  a  point  where  the  fntnre  seems  clearer,  and  means  for 
.tber  improvement  can  be  applied  with  more  decision,  and  temporary  measures  for 
•ping  the  channel  open  will,  I  think,  be  more  rarely. required, 
i  review  of  the  condition  of  the  river  in  1869  and  after  the  great  flood  of  1870,  when 
t  work  of  improTement  was  begun  in  earnest,  may  be  interesting. 
I  will  qnote  from  a  letter  on  this  subject  from  Capt.  Thomas  Cunningham,  sr.,  who 
p  been  connected  with  the  improvement  for  many  years,  and  whose  thorough  knowl- 
|p  of  the  river  will  not  be  questioned.    He  says : 

"The  river  was  at  that  time  (April,  1869)  pretty  full  of  obstructions  from  the  ship- 
|k  down  the  river  below  the  DutcU  Gap.  There  was  the  wreck  of  the  West  Point, 
bg  bottom  np ;  there  was  a  lighter  sunk  in  the  channel  just  below  the  brewery- 
■tft  Richmond  Bar  had  filled  np  to  about  Iti  feet  at  high-tide ;  there  were  obstruc- 
pss  at  Warwick  Bar,  Dmry's  Bluff,  Graveyard  Reach,  Trent's  Reach,  and  at  the  lower 
tf  of  Varina  Beach  ;  also,  several  old  wrecks  on  the  side  of  the  channel.  In  a  word, 
Icxpressed  by  some  captains  of  steamers  trading  to  the  city,  *  was  full  of  obstructions 
id  rocks.'  On  the  30th  September  and  1st  October,  1870,  we  had  a  great  flood,  which 
led  np  the  river  to  an  alarming  extent.  Trent's  Reach,  20  miles  down  the  river,  was 
Ini  up  to  abont  10^  feet  at  high  tide ;  Richmond  Bar  to  nearly  the  same ;  Randolph's 
lits  very  little  better.  Near  the  ship-lock  and  some  distance  below  filled  up  likewise : 
I  s  word,  the  river  had  filled  up  so  much  that  the  larger  New  York  steamships  oeasea 
Iran  to  the  city  for  several  months." 

At  this  time  the  Datch  Gap  Canal  was  not  open  to  any  kind  of  navigation.  A  road 
ad  been  made  across  its  upper  end.  This  work  was  proposed,  I  believe,  by  Captain 
ksasbiury,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  as  early  as  1852,  but  nothing  was  done  toward  its 
MompllshnieDt  nntil  during  the  civil  war,  when  it  was  partially  opened  by  the  United 
Itates  to  aid  in  military  operations.  Before  it  was  completed,  however,  the  close  of 
hft  war  removed  the  necessity  for  it,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  land  through  which  it 
bflMde  dosed  it,  as  before  stated.  It  remained  in  this  condition  nntil  the  extraordi- 
iMj  flood  of  1H70,  which  washed  out  the  road,  and  left  the  work  as  represented  in 
fmt  I,  which  is  oopied  from  a  map  made  from  a  survey  under  your  direction.  The 
totted  States  then  undertook  to  open  the  canal  for  navigation.  It  was  first  enlarged 
to  IdO  feet  width  and  about  14  feet  depth  at  low-tide,  and  was  opened  to  navigation  in 
Itn^  and  for  a  time  was  nsed  by  all  classes  of  vessels  trading  to  Richmond. 

Sabseonently  a  slide  on  the  right  hank  diminished  the  water-way  very  seriously, 
■sd  the  larger  side-wheel  steamers  abandoned  its  nse.  During  the  past  year  the  canal 
\m  been  further  enlarged,  and  is  now  about  180  feet  in  width  by  15  feet  in  depth  at  low- 
tide.  Its  present  condition  is  shown  on  Plate  II,  and  the  bend  cut-off  on  Plate  III.  A 
lutfaer  enlargement,  both  in  width  and  depth,  is  desirable.  Whenever  the  improvement 
k  so  advanced  as  to  allow  vessels  of  18  feet  draught  to  go  to  Bicbmond  at  high-tide^ 
as  is  oontemplated,  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  at  least  that  depth  at  low-tide  at  this 
point,  ss  well  as  on  all  the  shoals  below  Warwick  Bar,  so  that  vessels  drawing  18  feet 
would  not  be  compelled  to  stop  at  low-tide  while  on  the  way.  The  current  through 
tbe  eaoal  due  to  tides  has  been  reduced  by  the  enlargement,  (i.  e.,  it  appears  so,  but  no  ' 
neasureiDent  has  been  made  of  the  current  since  the  enlargement,)  but  it  is  still 
^ftnxiKer  than  it  shonld  be,  dither  for  the  regimen  of  the  river  above  and  below,  or  as 
sffpctiDfc  navigation.    Any  further  enlargement  would  tend  to  correct  this. 

Tbe  obstructions  mentioned  in  the  letter  of  Captain  Cunningham  (quoted  above) 
wets  placed  in  tbe  river  during  the  civil  war,  and  mainly  by  the  confederate  a^hor-      . 
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ities.  They  were  generally  made  with  suDken  yessels  and  cribs,  filled  with  simM^ 
These  have  been  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  cribs  near 
the  left  bank  at  Warwick  Bar  have  been  left  in  place,  and  have,  probably,  by  eoolne- 
lion  caused  the  present  increased  depth  on  that  bar,  or  rather  on  its  crest.  There  an 
DOW  13  feet  at  low-tide,  and  the  river  has  this  depth  for  some  distance  abov^  PoTtioM 
of  the  cribs  which  were  sunk  near  the  channel  also  remain,  and,  althoagfa  not  in  tha 
way  of  vessels  of  the  usual  draught,  are  probably  dividing  the  current,  and  ahonld  bt 
removed,  or  their  injurious  effect  counteracted  when  the  improvement  of  tbat  part  of 
thA  river  is  in  hand. 

One  of  the  most  serious  obstacles  to  navigation  on  this  river  was  the  granite  reef  at 
Rockett's.  There  were  less  than  12  feet  on  this  reef  at  high-tide  in  1871,  and  this  by  a. 
narrow,  crooked  channel.  It  occupied  the  bed  of  the  stream  for  about  500  feet.  Tba 
channel  has  been  much  improved ;  its  width,  at  14  feet  depth  at  high-tide,  is  not  le» 
than  100  feet,  and,  by  a  narrow  channel,  15  feet  may  be  carried.  I  advise  tbat  a  part 
of  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year  be  used  in  giving  30  feet  more  width,  and  ia 
deepening  a  portion  of  the  channel  to  15  feet  at  low-tide,  Plate  IV  shows  croou  ccc 
tious  of  this  reef  at  the  upper  and  lower  ends,  and  at  a  point  near  the  middle,  when 
it  is,  perhaps,  more  obstructed  than  at  any  other  point,  rlates  V  and  VI  give  plaus  «f 
the  reef  in  1^1  and  1876,  showing  contour-lines  for  every  foot  in  depth.  I  bave  beea- 
infornied  by  Mr.  C.  L.  Kalmbach,  who  superintended  the  work  of  enlargement,  that 
the  ledge  in  the  channel  was  broken  up  to  a  depth  of  20  feet,  but  that  portions  of  it 
under  the  15-feet-high-tide  depth  were  not  removed  on  account  of  the  limited  appn>> 
priations.    No  work  has  been  done  here  since  July,  1874. 

Two  registering  tide-gauges  were  put  in  operation  in  September,  1875 — one  at  tbe 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  wharf,  and  the  other  at  Dutch  Gap,  near  the  lower  end 
of  the  canal,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  to  the  right  of  the  canal.  An  abstract  of 
the  observations  for  9  months,  ending  May  31,  is  given  below.  The  tides  affected  by 
fieshets  are  excluded  in  getting  the  aterage  rise  and  fall,  but  all  others  are  retained, 
including  those  affected  by  high  winds. 


At  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  wharvcSf  1^  miles  Mow  the  dock. 


S 


Septomber 
October . . . 
NoveQiber 
December 
January  . . 
February . 
March.... 

April 

May 

Mean... 


LimiUdal  inter- 
Tal. 


» 


h.  m. 

16  57 

17  lU 
17  '20 
17  09 
17  03 
17  07 
17  20 
17  30 
17  10 


17  09.7 


el 


A.  m. 

23  57 

24  17 
24  25 
24  30 
24  29 
24  40 
24  44 
24  41 
24  40 


Duration. 


24  27.9 


I     ^ 

1^ 

h.  m.  :h.  m. 
5  20  |t  05 
5  25  6  58 
5  21  7  05 
5  05  J7  20 
4  59   7  25 

4  48   7  38 

5  03  7  26 
4  58  '7  27 
4  55  17  32 


Me^ii  beijtht  'Rise and  High- water 
above  zero.      faU.       above  zero. 


FL 
3.63 
3.36 
3.3d 
3.20 
2.90 
3.06 
3.39 
3.69 
3.72 


f 


JFY. 
—0.17 
—0.45 
—0.24 
-0.20 
—0.61 
—0.23 
+0.21 
+0.55 
+  0.25 


o  I  w 


I  Ft  Ft.\ 
,2. 02'4. 751 
12.  50;  4.  65 
!2.  46  4. 56 
2.  054.  50 
2.  I0I4. 35 
1. 65|4. 25 
1.  54,4. 00 
1.60!4.4t 
2.05  4.35 


FL 

4.50 
4.40 
4.32 

*5.60 
3.62 
3.95 

12.10 
4.79 
4.77 


5  07  ,7  18.4   3.350  -^.137 '      ..'  ^.Sgt 


rt 

1.8*? 

2.3( 

1.90 

1. 

1.40 

1.40 

L5(. 

2.H 

9.7C 


Low-water 
abore  zero. 


.a 

s 


Ft 

1.05 

0.60 

1.05 

1.95 

1.30 

1.25 

1.67 

3. 

1.75 


Meanriaa 
andfUL 


"I        « 


FL  I  JPL 
-1.553.  pa 
— 1.  87  3.  81 
—1.8"  3.  61 
—1.55X39 
— 1.95  3.U 
—2.  40  3. 29. 
-1.22  3.  13' 
903.14 
—0.80.^48 


82-0. 


Ft 
3L80 
3.81 
3.<i 
3wai 
3.51 
3.89 

in 

3.13 
3147 


*  Freahet*. 
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PLATE  IV 


Sections     at    Kocketts  Reef     1871  and  1876 


i^bow    «fo   17SA; 


'  Tim 


AtJlfv«vei7  VPTfT 


Ch«imol  Id  bo  ISOTU  i5fb  atX.  W: 
ConUnuoif  line  boHom  uTlSJl- 
SrrotUxn  do.  do  1876 

SShaded  parfc  to  be  ox  cavatecL 

Hbrrkontai  scale  laott^.  .Vertical  1  511.  *^"1^»'^- 
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M  Butek  Gap  Cut-off,  lower  end,  19  miles  helow  Richmond. 


1 

Loaltidal  inter. 

Daratloii. 

Mean 

beieht 

Rise  and  Hiffb- water 

Low-water 

Mean  rise 

xmL 

above  zero. 

fall 

above  aero. 

above  aero. 

and  foil. 

u 

1 

s 

1 

S 

W 

1 

1 

i 

I 

3 

1 

1 

4i 

1 

1 

1 

t 

JL  m. 

h.  m. 

JLm. 

Km. 

FL 

FL 

FL 

JFY. 

FL 

FL 

FL 

FL 

FL 

FL 

hvlMiWr.. 

16  «I 

S3  It 

5  40 

6  45 

3.39 

0.74 

1.03 

3.23 

4.34 

1.75 

9.34 

-0.36 

2.66 

2.65 

S£r 

16  96 

S3  06 

5« 

6  49     a.  16 

0.50 

1.86 

3.43 

4.90 

2.22 

1.37 

—0.62-2.66'  2.67 

Ifnaber.. 

16  SB 

S3  16 

537 

6  50 

3.24 

0.68 

1.653.31 

4.30 

2.0J 

1.95 

—0.60 

157!  2.56 

N»ber.. 

16  34 

93  36 

5  24 

7  00 

9.91 

0.96 

1.92 

3.60 

*5l22^     1.81 

1.52 

—0.69 

2.65f  2.65 

iHurr... 

16  96 

93  90 

530 

655 

8.76 

0.13 

1.51 

3.18 

a  74,     1.97 

1.05 

—0.96 

3.64   2.64 

MrJy... 

16  18 

33  19 

594 

6  50 

890 

0.34 

1.47 

3.35 

a68 

1.73 

1.05 

-1.20 

2.  56l  2. 56 

IfaRft  ...... 

16  89 

93  36 

5  30 

6  56     3.06 

n.64 

0.31 

2.89;  *5.8l 

1.42 

1.72 

—0.33 

2.  43'  2.  42 

r::::::: 

16  07 

83  08 

5  13 

7  12 

3.34 

0.77 

1.57 

3.37 

4.41 

1.84 

1.84 

—0.41 

2. 60  8  58 

16  or 

93  19 

5  21 

7  10 

3.30 

0.57 

3.12 

3.63 

4.20 

9.04 

1.90 

—0.27 

8  73|  2.73 

HMD 

16  917 

93  16.6 

599 

656 

a  134 

0.525 

.... 

.... 

.... 

8.609 

*  Fresbeta. 

Von.— The  maana,  given  at  the  bottom  of  the  tablea,  are  from  the  sums  of  all  the  <>bterv(Uion»  in  the 
l—ith^and  not  from  the  sams  of  the  mean§  of  the  several  months  given  in  the  tables. 

U  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  which  I  regret  are  not  complete  for  12  monthsi  that 
fteaTenge  rise  and  fall,  as  well  as  zero,  vary  considerably  in  different  months.  This 
bdoe  mainly  to  prevailing  winds.  Tbns  far  it  seems  that  at  Dutch  Gap  zero,  accord- 
hfi  to  the  levels  of  18.')2,  id  more  nearly  true  than  that.found  by  Mr.  Popp  in  the  survey 
til^A.  He  reports  **  that  low-water  is  now  (lti74)  apparently  0.63  foot  lower  than  it 
«M  in  1872." 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  SURVEY  OP  1874. 


i  of  the  characteristics  of  James  River  were  given  in  the  last  annual  report,  and 
IniDg  the  winter  I  have  made  an  analysis  of  the  survey  of  1874,  made  by  Mr.  William 
!h^  voder  yonr  direction,  which  is  submitted.  This  survey  gave  the  widths  and 
iepths  at  mean  low-tide  from  the  ship-lock  in  Richmond  to  the  lower  end  of  Dutch 
mp  Csoal  by  way  of  the  bend  at  Oiborne's,  a  distance  of  19.3  miles,  the  canal  saving 
i  miles  of  navigation.  The  lines  of  soundings  were  generally  at  right  angles  wita 
the  direction  of  the  current,  and  were  taken  at  intervals  of  20,  50,  100,  and  icOO  feet 
iithe  length  of  the  river,  as  the  condition  of  its  bed  required.  The  soundings  across 
the  riTer  were  from  10  to  15  feet  apart.  The  survey  included  the  leveling  to  ascertain 
thelov-water  slope  and  observations  on  the  tides. 

Id  making  the  analysis,  I  have  taken  from  the  map  the  cross-section  at  average  dis- 
taooMof  500  feet,  and  ascertained  the  width,  channel,  and  mean  depth,  and  sectional 
ueaateach  point.  From  the  areas  was  ascertained  the  position  of  a  vertical  line 
diriding  the  mass  in  2  equal  parts  on  each  line;  the  points  marking  the  position  of 
tbeie  lines  were  located  on  the  maps,  and  curves  made  to  pass  through  them.  Tables 
If  2, 3,  4,  and  5  give  the  widths,  depths,  and  areas,  and  the  radii  and  direction  of 
coirei,  sod  the  number  of  degrees  in  each.  I  have  divided  the  river  within  the  limits 
of  thissorrey  into  5  sections,  4  of  these  reaching  in  the  aggregate  to  the  entrance  of 
I^ntch  Qip  Canal,  and  the  fifth  covering  the  oend  cut-off.  The  curvature  in  the 
ffth  Metion  is  not  given.  Table  No.  6  gives  the  mean,  and  the  greatest  and  least 
vidtht,  depths,  and  areas  on  each  of  the  5  sections,  and  table  No.  7  the  mean  depths 
6nd  areas  conesponding  to  various  surface- widths. 

Feet. 

^fintaeotion  is  from  Richmond  to  Randolph  Flats 19,500 

TheMcondMCtion  ends  at  Dmry's  Bluff 18,500 

The  third  section  ends  at  end  of  Kiugsland's  Reach 18,500 

Tne  fonrth  section  ends  at  entrance  to  Dutch  Gap  Canal 18,  MO 

The  fifth  section  includes  the  bend  cut-off 26,500 

With  the  exception  of  Kingslaud,  sometimes  called  Grave-yard  Reach,  which  is  at 
wteodof  third  section,  all  the  difficulties  to  navigation  at  high-tide  between  Rich- 
■oDdandDatoh  Gap,  for  vessels  drawing  18  feet  and  under,  are  confined  to  the  first 
2  Retioos,  and  end  with  Warwick  Bur,  .'j^  miles  below  the  city.  The  least  mid- 
^Qcl  depth  in  Kingslaud's  Reach  is  13^  feet  at  low-tide,  and  there  are  1,100  feet  with 
kmthaa  15  feet;  elsewhere  below  Warwick  Bar  there  are  15  feet  and  over:  the  mean 
OM  aod  iail  of  tides  being  about  3j|  feet. 
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The  river  varies  considerably  in  width  above  Warwick  Bar,  and  is  more  nniform 
below,  (excepting  Kingaland's  Reach,)  at  least  to  the  entrance  of  the  Dutch  Qap  CanaL 
Table  No.  6  shows  that  the  widths  diminiah  and  the  depths  and  areas  inoreaae  from 
Richmond  down,  the  only  exception  being  the  width  of  section  5,  on  which  the  shoal 
in  Trent's  Reach  is  a  leading  feature. 

As  the  river  has  few  and  inconsiderable  afflaents  in  the  distance  covered  by  this 
survey,  and  these  coald  not  account  for  the  increased  sections,  I  was  interested  to 
know  whether  the  lower  sections,  i.  e.,  those  below  Richmond  Bar,  were  to  be  con- 
sidered an  estuarv,  as  was  assumed  by  me  in  the  last  annual  report,  and  by  Mr.  Popp, 
in  his  report  on  the  survey  ;  or  if  the  decrease  in  the  slope  of  the  river  at  low-tide  on 
the  lower  sections  required  the  larger  area  observed,  Mr.  Popp  ascertained  the  slope 
by  leveling  at  extreme  low-tide,  on  a  favorable  day,  at  4  points,  and  made  the  fall 
as  follows : 

Feet.         Feet. 

Fron\  Rockett's  Reef  (f  mile  below  dock)  to  Richmond  Bar 12,320        0.58 

From  Richmond  Bar  to  Drury's  Blutf 22,180        0.14 

From  Drury 's  Bluff  to  entrance  of  Dutch  Gap  Canal 37,.500        0.10 

Totals 7;>,000        0.88 

These  points  do  not  correspond  with  the  divisions  I  have  mentioned,  and  in  order  to 
discuss  the  effects  of  the  slopes,  corresponding  to  these  levels,  another  division  into 
3  sections  has  been  made.  On  these  3  sections  the  mean  widths,  depths,  and  areas 
were  ascertained,  as  well  as  the  aggregate  curvature,  and  are  given  below : 


No.  I. 
Rockett*8Reefto 
Riohmond  Bar. 


No.  3. 

Richmood  Bar  to 

Drary's  Blaff. 


No.  3. 
Dranr'a  Btnff  to 
Datch  Gap  Canal. 


Mean  of  surface  width (W).. 

Mean  area (a).. 

Mean  vetted  perimeter,  (W  x  1.015) (p).. 

Mean  radins,  prime, -=^^^ — (ri).. 

Slope  ^r  foot (S).. 

Degrees  of  onryatnre 


906  ft 

5,856.6    sq.ft. 

8ia  09        ft 

606 

000047 
1350  30' 


802.5 
8,319 
614.54 

5.1446 


ft 

sq.lt 

ft 


0.0000063 
lS70  4a' 


613.4 
1,011 
6,296 


ft 

ft 


8.9066 


0.000002667 
757049' 


The  mean  velocity  corresponding  to  these  elements  was  then  ascertained  by  the 
Humphreys  and  Abbot  formulae  as  given  in  their  work  on  the  Physics  and  Hydraulics  of 

•    , .  2  4  (r')^ 

the    Mississippi,   viz:      V=   V0.UUtil6-f  (225r,  S^)^— 0.09(&»4)« Txp      ^^ 

sections  1  and  2,  where  the  mean  radius  is  less  than  12,  and  v  =  ([225  n  S  ^]^  —  0.0388)* 

for  section  3.    The   correction    for   curvature  was    made  from  their   formula  i»  = 

r«N.8in330o      ^        ^^  ,    curvature      ^        .,      ^  „  .     ,     .   x     ^1 

,  where  N  represents ^ and  p  the  fall    equivalent  to  the  re- 


lU 


30 


sistauce.    The  calculation  for  velocity  and  dischai^e,   neglecting  the  influence  of 
bends,  resulted  as  follows  : 


Section 
N0.I. 


Section 
No.  2. 


Section 
No.  3. 


Velocity  in  feet  per  second 

Discharge  in  cubic  feet  per  second  . 


8.1591 
12,645. 


1.5480 
12,877. 


1.7064 
18,7ea 


The  correction  for  curvature  gave  the  following  result : 


Eqalvalent  slope  per  foot 

Corrected  velocity  in  feet  per  second , 

Corrected  discharge  in  caoio  feet  per  second 


Section  No.  1. 


0. 00004412 
2.1287 
12432. 


Section  No.  2. 


0.000005454 
1.4898 
12393. 


Section  No.  8. 


The cor recti  on 
gives  anegative 
fall  of  -.03  in 
this  7  milea. 
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The  negative  resnlt  on  section  No.  3  may  result  in  part  from  an  error  in  the  level 
of  low  tide  at  the  entrance  to  Dntch  Gap  Canal,  \rhich  is  the  end  of  this  section. 
Owing  to  the  canal  which  cnts  off  5  miles  of  the  river,  there  is  a  great  disturbance 
in  the  tides  at  that  point,  and  is  well  described  in  the  report  of  Mr.  W.  Popp,  as  fol- 
lows :  '*  When  the  flood-wave  reaches  the  lower  end  of  the  canal,  the  main  wave  trav- 
els past  it  and  around  Farrae's  Island,  a  distance  of  5  statute  miles,  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  canal.  In  a  few  minutes  the  level  at  the  lower  end  has  risen  sufficiently  to  cre- 
ate a  current  up-stream,  which  rapidly  increases  in  velocity.  When  reaching  the  up- 
per end  of  the  canal  the  water  carried  up  by  this  current  reaches  the  ebb  slope  and 
passes  down-stream  until  the  main  wave  reaches  the  place.  The  same  thing  occurs  in 
a  reversed  order  at  the  beginning  of  ebb.  The  duration  at  this  interesting  phenome- 
non lasts  sometimes  for  15  to  20  minutes.  The  tides  observed  at  Dutch  Gap  were  much 
more  irregular  than  those  at  other  places.  The  mean  fall  between  the  two  gauges* 
during  flood  was  about  i  inch,  during  ebb  about  1^  inches.^' 

It  seems  probable  that  the  tide  does  not  fall  so  low  at  this  point  as  it  did  before 
the  canid  was  opened,  which  may  have  been  2  years  previous  to  the  survey.  A  fall 
of  0.23  foot  instead  of  0.10  foot  in  thin  7  miles  would  give  the  same  discharge  by 
formula  as  was  found  on  the  other  sections,  but  the  disturbance  would  scarcely  account 
for  all  the  difference,  since  in  the  20  minutes  preceding  low  tide  the  fall  is  only  abont 
0.05  foot.  The  greatest  care  is  necessary  in  making  these  observations  to  insure  accu- 
racy; and  the  difiBculty  in  leveling  for  so  long  a  distance  with  such  accuracy  as  these 
small  difierences  require,  unless  by  repeated  corrections,  is  well  Known.    Dn  Buat's 

formula  for  the  retarding  influence  of  bends,  hn-^  ^^i^^"  ^^>  applied  to  the  James,  gives 
the  discharge  on  No.  1  at  12,539  cubic  feet,  on  No.  2  at  12,640  cubic  feet,  and  on  No.  3 
at  13,6:13  cubic  feet.  Assuming  that  the  ohaerved  slope  on  No.  3  was  correctly  taken,  it 
is  evident  that  the  correction  by  this  formula  is  too  small  on  the  James,  as  it  had  been 
found  to  be  on  the  Mississippi.  My  impression  is  that  further  observations  will  show 
that  the  Humphreys- Abbot  formula  is  more  nearly  correct.  However  this  may  be,  the 
close  results  obtained  on  sections  of  the  river  varying  so  widely  in  slopes,  widths,  areas, 
curvatures,  and  lengths,  can  scarcely  be  considered  a  fortunate  balancing  of  errors,  and 
is  to  me  a  proof  of  the  great  accuracy  of  the  Humphreys-Abbot  formula,  and  their 
applicability  to  the  part  of  the  river  under  consideration,  and  I  am  forced  to  the 
conclnsioQ  that  these  3  sections  at  least  do  not  constitute  an  estuary  proper,  but 
that  the  areas  are  regulated  by  the  discharge,  and  are  not  a  matter  of  chance.  With 
this  view,  any  attempt  to  maintain  a  greater  area  without  repeated  dredging  will 
result  in  failure.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  plain  that  any  reasonable  depth  may  be 
maintained  by  so  contracting  the  width  as  to  preserve  the  proper  area  at  that  depth. 
There  may  be  points  where,  owing  to  the  presence  of  rock  or  other  resisting  material, 
the  river  has  not  yet  attained  to  its  proper  section,  as,  perhaps,  at  Rockett's  Reef.  In 
such  places  the  area  can  be  permanently  increased.  Experience  leads  me  to  expect 
that  with  a  mimimuni  surface-width  of  500  feet,  a  depth  of  at  least  15  feet  at  low  tide 
can  be  maintained  to  the  gates  of  the  Richmond  dock. 

Partly  with  a  view  to  further  test  the  accuracy  of  tbo  result  given  above,  but  chiefly 
to  gain* information  as  to  the  slopes,  and  particularly  those  above  Warwick  Bar,  the  3 
sections  were  divided  into  15,  the  points  selected  being  those  where  a  change  in  slopes 
would  be  likely  to  be  found.  The  discharge  found  in  the  previous  investigation  was 
assumed  to  be  correct.  The  mean  areas,  &c.,  for  those  subdivisions  were  ascertained 
from  the  tables  1  to  4,  inclusive,  the  slopes  on  each  calculated  by — 


\^        225»         J 


(H.  &  A.,)  and  then  corrected  for  curvature  as  before.  The  result  is  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowingtable  and  shown  in  the  accompanying  diagram.  The  observed  point  on  Rich- 
mond Bar  did  not  coincide  with  the  subdivision,  and  on  the  two  sub-sections,  reaching 
from  the  lower  end  of  Drury's  Island  to  the  lower  end  of  Randolph's  Flats,  I  further 
subdivided  the  distance  into  lengths  of  1,000  feet, 'and  applied  the  same  formulsB  to 
them.  The  full  lines  represent  the  observed  slope,  the  hmken  lines  the  slopes  of  the 
subdivisions  from  calculations,  and  the  dotted  line  the  lesser  divisions  over  Richmond 
Bar,  also  from  calculation.  At  the  first  observed  point  the  calculated  slope  passes  very 
near ;  at  Drury's  Bluff  it  is  0.02  foot  below,  and  at  Dntch  Gap  0.007  foot  below.  These 
tests  seem  to  me  very  severe,  and  I  may  not  be  presuming  too  far  in  saying  that  in  the 
regulation  of  the  river  the  proper  width  may  be  found  at  every  point  by  a  general 
conformity  to  the  formulfls.  In  (giving  the  table  and  diagram  it  is  proper  to  sny  that 
the  slope  above  Rockett's  Reef  is  from  calculation  alone  ;   the  low-tide  elevation,  as 

compared  with  that  at  Rookett*s,  has  not  been  ascertained  by  leveling. 

*  One  at  upper  and  one  at  lower  end  of  canal.— H.  D.  W. 
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The  second  Bection  on  the  table  is  a  reach  where  there  were  formerly  two  channels, 
divided  by  Drury's  Island.  One  of  these  is  shut  off  by  dikes,  and  discharges  no  river-^ 
water  except  where  it  is  above  the  dikes — that  is,  in  freshets.  The  river-bottom  here 
13  generally  very  hard,  and  does  not  yield  readily  to  scour.  This  no  doubt  accounts  for 
the  small  mean  area  given. 

The  object  of  the  improvement  is  to  maintain  at  every  point  a  channel  180  feet  wide, 
with  not  less  than  15  feet  depth  at  low  tide.  This  requirement  is  fulfilled  everywhere 
at  present  between  Warwick  Bar  and  Dutch  Gap  Canal,  except  for  1,100  feet  in  Kings- 
land's  Reach.  (On  this  reach  the  mintmam  depth  is  13^  feet,  the  surface-width  being 
1,020  feet,  while  the  mean  width  for  several  miles  above  and  below  is  less  than  700  feet.) 
Above  ^Warwick  Bar  the  river  has  this  requirement  at  two  points  observed,  viz,  1 
at  Richmond,  just  above  the  mouth  of  Gillie's  Creek,  which  has  15  feet  for  ^0  feet 
width,  with  a  channel-depth  of  17f  feet,  and  1  at  the  Quarry  wharf,  a  short  distance 
above  Richmond  Bar,  where  there  are  15  feet  for  250  feet  width,  and  a  channel-depth 
of  19i  feet.  The  requirements  are  nearly  met  in  a  few  other  sections.  At  the  point 
jnst  named  the  surface-width  is  510  feet;  at  the  other,  750  feet;  but  of  this  only  575 
feet  have  over  2  feet  depth.  The  section  is  in  a  sharp  bend,  with  a  radii  of  from  2,300 
to  2,600  feet,  and  the  convex  shore  is,  as  asual,  quite  shallow.  There  is  no  section 
between  Warwick  Bar  and  Richmond  having  the  requirements  with  a  surface- width 
of  800  feet.  The  cross-sections  from  Richmond  to  Warwick  Bar,  corresponding  with 
tables  1  and  2,  have  been  plotted  to  scale,  and  with  these  sections  before  me  it  does 
not  seem  probable  that  the  required  channel  can  be  maintained  above  Warwick  Bar 
with  that  surface-width  without  repeated  dredging.  The  experience  at  Richmond  Bar 
confirms  this  view,  and  is  as  follows :  After  the  great  flood  of  1870,  which,  according 
to  the  letter  of  Captain  Cnnningham,  reduced  the  depth  on  this  bar  to  but  little  over 
10|  feet,  or,  say,  7  feet  at  low  tide,  a  channel  75  feet  in  width  and  15  feet  in  depth  at 
low  tide  was  dredged  out.  In  3  years  the  bar  was  restored  to  the  condition  shown 
on  Plate  VII,  according  to  the  survey  of  1874,  the  available  depth  being  about  8^  feet 
at  low  tide,  and  the  area  5,741  square  feet.  In  1874  a  dike  was  built  on  the  left  side, 
(shown  in  Fig.  2,)  which  reduced  the  original  width  to  about  900  feet.  A  channel  120 
feet  by  15  feet  was  then  dredged.  In  this  way  the  area  was  increased  to  6,639  feet 
between  the  dike  and  the  right  shore.  The  next  freshet  (March,  1875, 10^  feet  rise) 
reduced  the  depth  to  11^  feet,  and  this  depth  was  held  for  a  very  narrow  belt;  the  area 
was  reduced  to  6,165  feet.  The  sides  of  the  dredged  channel  were  sloped  off  and  the 
channel  filled,  as  shown  in  the  dotted  line,  Fig.  2,  and  the  resulting  area  between  the 
dike  and  the  right  bank  was  about  8  per  cent,  more  than  the  area  of  1874  from  »hare  to 
shore.  Tliere  remained  a  triangular-shaped  trough  to  represent  the  dredged  channel, 
400  feet  wide  on  top  and  running  nearly  to  a  point  at  bottom.  In  this  I  refer  to  the 
bar  as  a  whole,  and  not  especially  to  this  particular  cross-section. 

In  July,  1875,  certain  wing-dams  and  training-walls  were  constmcted  on  the  right 
bank,  covering  about  1,100  feet  of  the  bar,  which  reduced  the  width  uniformly  to  775 
feet  The  first  300  feet  of  the  work  was  a  training- wall,  built  of  loose  stone  taken  from 
the  channel  at  Groode's  Rock  ;  then,  after  an  interval  of  400  feet,  a  timber  wing-dam  ; 
and  after  another  similar  interval,  a  second  wing-dam.  This  second  dam  is  shown  uu 
Fig.  3.  The  river-bed  between  the  works  on  the  two  banks  was  carefully  sounded 
at  every  25  feet,  the  distances  being  measured  by  a  graduated  wire.    The  dams  were 
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connected  with  the  river-bank  and  were  made  to  the  level  of  high  tide  at  the  channel- 
end,  and  about  1  foot  hif^her  at  the  shore-end.  From  time  to  time  afterward  the  sound- 
ings were  retaken  in  the  same  way,  until  February,  1876,  just  before  the  freshet,  which 
occurred  in  March.  The  action  of  the  tides  produced  no  marked  effect.  There  was  a 
tendency  to  liU  up  the  triangular  space  and  to  a  slight  abrasion  at  other  points,  a 
tendency  to  round  out  the  bed ;  but  the  area  of  the  section  remained  essentially  the 
same.  There  was  no  rise  of  the  river  in  the  interval  exceeding  2  feet.  In  the  latter 
part  of  March  the  river  rose  8^  feet,  and  was  above  its  usual  stage  for  more  than  a 
week.    The  soundings  were  again  taken  April  4,  and  with  the  following  result : 
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The  scour  in  this  distance,  of  say  800  feet,  was  ahout  15,000  cubic  yards.  A  line  of 
soundings,  taken  about  500  feet  below  dam  No.  2,  showed  a  similar  scour  in  the  space 
between  the  dike  and  the  line  of  the  wing-dams ;  in  the  lee  of  the  dams  the  water  was 
shoaler  than  before.  The  site  of  dam  No.  2  is  on  the  line  of  soundings  shown  on  Plate 
VII,  and  is  a  trifle  below  the  present  crest.  The  scour  on  the  bar  was  quite  uniform, 
tending  still  further  to  round  off  the  bottom,  and  the  triangular  space  representing  the 
line  of  the  dredged  channel  is  nearly  obliterated. 

The  history  of  this  bar  shows  that  dredging  without  a  contraction  in  width  is  tem- 
porary in  its  effects;  that  the  contraction  of  1874,  with  dredging  where  the  enlarge- 
ment exceeded  the  area  cut  off  by  the  dike,  was  followed  by  a  deposit  which  nearly 
restored  the  area  the  river  had  before  the  dike  was  built,  and  that  a  further  contraction 
in  1875,  without  dreQging,  was  followed  by  a  scour  which  left  an  area  between  the 
works  about  9  per  cent,  greater  than  existed  before  they  were  begun.  The  area  thus 
far  seems  to  increase  with  the  contraction  in  surface-width,  or  with  the  mean  radius. 
This  may  be  due  to  the  lowering  of  the  surface,  or  the  averaging  of  the  slope,  (see 
disturbance  in  the  slope  on  Bichmond  Bar  on  the  diagram,)  which  would  give  a  less 
velocity  in  some  places,  and  make  a  larger  area  necessary  to  accommodate  the  dis- 
charge. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  table  showing  the  scour  on  Richmond  Bar  that  the  section 
between  the  end  of  the  training-wall  and  the  first  wing-dam  shows  a  less  action  than 
the  remaining  sections.  I  regard  this  as  an  indication  that  it  will  be  found  better  to 
correct  the  channel  ends  of  the  dams  with  a  low  training-wall  at  some  future  time. 

Similar  effects  to  those  described  on  Richmond  Bar  hav& resulted  wherever  contrac- 
tion of  width  has  been  resorted  to  on  this  river,  and  encourage  the  belief  that  a  uni- 
form depth  can  be  maintained  by  regulating  its  width  according  to  its  slope,  and  that 
this  depth  is  at  least  15  feet  at  low  tide  at  Richmond,  and  a  considerably  greater  depth 
below  Warwick  Bar. 

I  have  mentioned  that  the  river  has  the  desired  section  near  Richmond ;  it  has  it 
again  just  below  Warwick  Bar,  and  from  that  point  to  Datch  Gap  Canal,  with  the 
exception  mentioned  in  Kingsland's  Reach. 

Assuming  that  the  river  has  the  proper  width  at  these  points,  if  we  connect  them 
with  gradually-widening  lines,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  such  lines  would  represent 
approximately  the  shores  as  they  should  be  to  produce  and  maintain  a  uniform  depth. 
In  the  bends  the  width  would  be  greater,  and  on  straight  reaches  less.  Such  a  line 
has  been  plotted  on  the  several  cross-sections  of  the  river,  and  show  in  nearly  every 
case  that  t^e  excavation  necessary  to  secure  the  channel  with  proper  slopes  in  cross- 
section  would  JQst  about  till  the  space  cut  off  by  the  dikes.  There  is  but  one  section 
on  the  part  of  the  river  in  question  that  has  a  less  width ;  it  is  at  Rockett's  Reef. 
These  lines  indicate  that  at  Richmond  Bar  the  river  should  not  be  over  550  or  600  feet 
wide.  At  some  points  the  river-bed  is  too  hard  to  yield  readily  to  scour,  and  blasting 
or  dredging  is  necessary ;  but  generally  the  bed  of  the  channel  is  of  sand,  where  dredg- 
ing, except  to  a  limited  extent,  is  unnecessary. 
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It  18  often  said  that  freshets  bring  down  snoh  quantities  of  sediment  that  the  river- 
bed must  fill  up  in  time.  That  the  river  carries  large  amounts  of  solid  matter  is 
undoubted,  and  the  amouut  is  probably  underrated  by  those  who  hold  this  view.  But 
the  channel-depths,  both  on  the  shoals  and  between  them,  are  substantially  the  same 
now  as  the  Coast  Survey  found  them  in  1852,  except  where  the  shoals  have  been 
improved.  There  has  been  a  deposit  in  the  river-bed  below  the  head  of  the  Dutch  Gap 
Caual,  and  this  might  be  expected  to  the  extent  of  ike  area  of  the  oanal,  ultimately,  for 
this  theory  of  the  river  required  it.  All  this  time  sand  and  mud  have  been  moving 
down  the  river.  Even  in  August  last,  at  a  low  stage  of  the  river,  the  divers  employed 
at  Goode's  Rocks  found  the  sand  moving  on  the  lK>ttom  at  ebb-tide.  During  the  recent 
freshet  I  obtained  a  gallon  of  river- water,  from  near  the  surface,  to  ascertain  the  pro- 
portion of  solid  matter  carried.  The  process  of  separating  the  solid  matter  from- the 
water  was  not  a  very  accurate  one,  and  I  give  the  result  as  an  approximation  only. 
After  the  sediment  was  separated  it  was  dried  in  the  sun,  on  a  japaoned  plate,  and  then 
reduced  to  a  powder.  It  was  weighed,  and  then  compressed  tirmly  in  a  glass  tube  of 
small  diameter,  but  over  2  feet  long.  The  space  occupied  by  a  measured  quantity 
of  water  in  the  tube  had  been  previously  marked  on  it,  and  the  proportionate  space 
occupied  by  the  sediment  gave  its  volume.  It  weighed  67  grains,  and  measured  four- 
tenths  of  a  cubic  inch ;  its  volume,  as  compared  with  the  gallon,  was  as  1  to  56A,  Every 
564  feet  of  water,  then,  carried  a  foot  of  solid  matter.  At  an  ordinary  freshet  of  10  feet 
rise  there  are  at  least  50,000  cubic  feet  of  water  passing  Rockett's  Reef  every  second, 
(this  amount  would  require  a  section  of  low-water  mdth  and  of  the  depth  mentioned 
added  to  the  mean  depth,  moving  at  a  mean  velocity  of  2.86  miles  per  hour,)  and  assum- 
ing the  proportion  of  sediment  to  be  correct,  there  are  in  such  a  freshet  277,000  cubic 
yards  of  solid  matter  passing  Rockett's  in  24  hours.  The  whole  cubic  mass  of  water 
between  Rockett's  and  Dutch  Gap  at  low  tide  is  about  25,000,000  of  cubic  yards,  and  if 
all  the  sediment  stopped  there,  it  would  be  completely  filled  in  100  such  days.  Leav- 
ing out  the  sediment  carried  at  ordinary  stages  of  the  river,  20  years  would  block  up 
the  river  to  Dutch  Gap,  and  250  years  certainly  a  very  considerable  distance  below. 
Much  of  the  sediment  is  deposited  in  eddies  and  shallows,  and,  during  freshets,  on  sub- 
merged low  ground ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  greater  part  must  fiud  ite  way  to  the 
ocean,  aided  Dy  the  constant  action  of  the  tides. 

There  must  remain  a  channel  sufficient  to  carry  the  discharge  of  the  river^  and  this  is  why 
it  remains  as  it  was  in  1852,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  as  it  was  when  visited  by  the 
white  man.    If  there  is  any  change,  it  is  for  the  better. 

The  experience  gained  on  the  river  makes  it  proper  to  modify  the  estimate  for  the 
completion  of  its  improvement  in  some  of  its  details.  A  much  larger  sum  than  before 
is  estimated  for  dikes  and  rock-excavation,  and  a  less  amouut  for  dredging.  A  larger 
percentage  has  been  added  for  contingencies,  as  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  con- 
nect the  heads  of  wing-dams  with  walls,  and  to  protect  the  sl^ores  of  the  river  in 
places  against  abrasure.  It  is  premature  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  extent  that 
these  will  be  needed.  The  estimate  is  for  a  channel  15  feet  de^p  and  180  feet  wide  at 
mean  low  tide,  and  does  not  include  the  improvement  of  any  shoal  below  Harrison's 
Bar,  nor  for  any  work  on  that  bar  except  the  mere  widening  and  deepening  the  chan- 
nel to  correspond  with  that  proposed  above.  Reasons  have  been  given  elsewhere  in 
this  report  why  all  the  shoals  below  Warwick  Bar  should  have  18  feet  depth  at  low* 
waieTf  but  no  estimate  is  presented  for  the  additional  depth. 

ESTIMATE    FOR    JAMES    RIVER    IMPROVEMENT,    1876,  THE    DEPTHS    BBIKG    TAKEN    AT 

MEAN    LOW  TIDE. 

Bidhmond  Dock  to  BocketVs  Beef: 

16,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  50  cents $8,000  00 

300  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $10 3,000  00 

$11,000  00 

Across  Booketi*s  Beef: 

5,486  cubic  yards  of  rock,  at  $10 54,860  00 

^Bodkeifs  Beef  to  lower  end  of  Drury's  Island : 

100,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  60  cents $50,000  00 

1,150  linear  feet  of  timber-groins  or  wing-dams,  at  $1.75 2, 012  50 

52,012  50 

Channel  at  Goodies  Bocks : 

2,856  cubic  yards  of  bowlders,  at  $9 25,704  00 

4,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  25  cents 1,000  00 

26,704  00 

Across  Bichmond  Bar  and  Bandolph^s  Flats : 

40,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  25  cents 10,000  00 

6,322  liuear  feet  of  timber-groins,  at  $1.75 11,063  50 

21,063  60 
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Acro88  Warwick  Bar : 

20,000cnbioyard8of  dredgiofiri  at35c6iite 5,000  00 

8,000  linear  feet  of  dikes,  at  13.50 2d,  000  00 

33,000  00 

Kinglan^a  Reach  : 

13,000cubicyard8of  d reding,  at  25  cents 3,250  00 

2,2C0  linear  feet  of  dike,  at  ^3.50 7,70C  00 

10,950  00 

Dutch  Oap  Cut-Off: 

22,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  25  cents 5, 500  00 

10,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  50  cents 5,000  00 

10,500  00 

At  Aiken\  {no  re-surveif:) 

48,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  25  cents 12,000  00 

3,000  linear  feet  of  dike,at$4 12,000  00 

24,000  00 

Acro89  Harriaon^s  Bar,  {no  re-ntrvey:) 

1,500  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  at  50  cents 750  00 

ContiDgencies,  20  per  cent 48,968  00 

Total 293.808  00 

This  estimate  is  submitted  with  the  supposition  that  the  prices  of  labor  and  materials 
will  remain  as  at  present,  and  that  full  appropriations  are  made,  so  us  to  avoid  the  in- 
crease of  expense  attending  intermittent  and  incomplete  operations. 

I  have  had  during  the  year  the  aid  of  Mr.  George  R.  Talcott,  assistant  engineer, 
whoee  accuracy,  industry,  and  skill  in  his  profession  have  been  of  great  valae  to  the 
work.  The  city  of  Richmond  has  more  than  complied  with  the  agreement  made  in 
April,  1874. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  Whitcomb, 
Ametant  Engineer. 
CoL  William  P.  Craiohill, 

Major  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,8,A, 


CHARACTERISnCS  OF  JAMBS  RIVBft,  RICHMOND  TO  DUTCH  OAP,  1874. 

Table  h—Firsi  secHon,  19,500 /ee<,  Richmond  to  Randolph's  Flats. 


1 
8 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
■9 
10 
II 

13 
13 
14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
80 
81 
83 
83 
34 
85 
8R 
87 
88 


Near  what  point. 


Ship-lock 

O.  D.  a.  S.  whftrf . . 
J*raes  Rl  rer  s.S.wh'f 
OiUi«'«  Creek.... 
Balta  &  &  wharf. 


Marine  railway 

Kockett's  Reef 

Below  brewery 

Upper  end  D.  L  dike 
Upiier  end  Drury'e 

Near  Fire-brick  wh'f 


C.A  O.  merch.  wh'yes 

...do 

C.  A.  O.  coAl-wharvea 
Almond  Creek 


Lower  end  Dr.  Island 
Lower  end  D.  I.  dike 


Quarry -wharf. . 
Goode's  Rooks . 


f 

OS 


Feet 
890 
785 
560 
510 
580 
590 
510 
480 
570 
700 
770 

770 
765 
800 

808 
7«0 
740 
710 
740 
740 
670 
710 
715 
750 
800 
770 
735 
810 
900 


si 


"OS 
I 


F»et 
7.50 
7.51 
13.  4S 
14.67 
9.76 
10.33 
10.83 
9.85 
9.14 
7.36 
6.36 

6.56 
594 
6.94 

7.76 

as8 

7.56 
7.55 
a  05 
7.95 
9.96 
9.66 
9.98 
9.67 
7.16 
7.16 
9.13 
a  40 
7.96 


Sq.feet. 
6.653 
5.981 
7,516 
7,483 
5.660 
6,094 
5,533 
4,728 
5,908 
5,150 
4,890 

5,053 
4,548 
5,550 

6.889 
5.963 
5,514 
5,360 
4.668 
5,8ai 
6.651 
6.857 
7,134 
7.158 
5,785 
5,513 
6.710 
6.80-2 
7,163 


h 


Feetanddtg. 

0 

0 

0 
Angle  900  45^ 

0 
1,800 
8,900 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5,400 
5,400 
5,400 

5,400 
5,400 
5,400 
5,400 

0 
3,800 
3,800 
9,:i00 
3,300 
3,300 
5.600 
^600 
5^600 
5,600 

0 


O  9 


0 

0 

0 
Riffht 

0 
Right 
Leil.. 


Right 
Right 
Right . 

Right 
Right 
Right 
Right. 


Left.. 
Left... 
Lef  t  . 
Left  . 
Left... 
Right, 
Right , 
Right . 
Right . 


2045 


23  59 
1300 


3780 
3030 
3730 


3030 


Remarks. 


Rooky  bottom. 


Increased     by 
dredging. 


Rooky  bottom. 
Do. 
Da 

by  Google 
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Table  I. — First  section — Continaed. 


Xear  what  point. 


Richmond  Bar . 

...do 

...do 

...do 


Randolph's  Flats. 

...do , 

...do 

...do , 


a 

GO 


Feet. 
1,160 
1,200 
1,170 
1,060 
940 
1,040 
1.060 
1,040 
1,020 
1,000 


Averages 806.2   13.48  7.90      6,091 


II 


Feet. 


9i 
11» 

91 
10 
lOi 


£-5 


Feet. 
4.66 
4.81 
4.84 
5.62 
7.01 
6.37 
7.11 
6.52 
6.54 
6.37 
7.03 


Sq.feeU 
5,404 
5.775 
5,663 
5,956 
6.588 
6.626 

7,5:« 

6,783 
6,671 
6,368 
7,020 


Feet  and  deg. 

11,200 

11,200 

11,800 

11,900 

1^200 

18,800 

18,200 

18,900 

18,2U0 

18,200 

18,200 


Zi 


Right . 

Right 

Right . 

Right . 

Left... 

Left... 

Left... 

Left... 

Left... 

Left... 

Left... 


1000 


930 


Remarks. 


Table  2,— Second  section,  18,500  feet,  Randolph's  Flats  to  Dt 

'ury's  Bluff  Landing 

1 

Near  what  point. 

u 

& 

ll 

1 

1' 

-3 
1 

is 
If 

iit 

o  S 

o  P 
«  o 

5 

o 
o  & 

41 

Feet. 
930 
980 
955 
940 
920 
910 
650 
865 
825 
810 
855 
840 
875 
850 

r  840 
860 

840 
710 
675 
730 
655 
580 
645 
640 
655 
675 
005 
690 
700 
710 
770 
775 
715 
675 
725 
700 
730 

Feet 
13 1 
U 
14  f 

14 
15 

!? 

in 
I? 

iP 

17 
17 

si 

90 

23 

22* 

21i 

18 

l^ 

1? 

20 
22 
23 
23 
25| 

Feet. 
&13 
8.13 
8.59 
8.33 
8.55 
9.12 
9.03 

a75 

10.43 
9.95 
9.75 

10.63 

10.33 
9.72 
9.65 

LL25 

11.19 
13.96 
13.61 
12.90 
12.37 
14.05 
14.26 
13.49 
12.45 
13.99 
13.01 
12.55 
14.39 
14.97 
13.97 
12.05 
12.68 

Sq./eet. 
7,599 
7,928 
8,204 
7,834 
7.870 
8,300 
7.675 
7,522 
8,608 
8.058 
8,340 
8,933 
9,034 
8,263 
ft.  152 
9,671 

9,400 
9,914 
9,188 
9.431 
8,100 
8,148 
9,198 
8,635 
8,154 
8,679 
8,977 
8,  6.'>8 
10, 075 
10. 131 
10, 678 
9.338 
9.068 
8,363 
9.209 
9.196 
10,165 

Feet  and  deg. 

18,200 

18,200 

18,200 

18,200 

18.200 

18,200 

18, 600  At46io 

18, 600 

18,600 

18.600 

18,600 

18,600 

18,600 

0 

0 
6,000 

6,000 
6,000 
8,800 
8,800 
8,800 
8,800 
8,800 

0 

0 

0 
5,900 
5,200 
4.000 
4,000 
4.000 
4,000 

Left... 

O      1 

4?. 

Left  .. 
Left. . . 

43 

44 

Left  .. 

45 

£nd  of  sec  map  3 

Left  .. 
Left... 
Right . 
Right . 
Right . 
Right . 
Right . 
Right . 
Right. 

46 

1018 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

"Warwick  Bar 

52 

do 

53 

do 

1134 

54 

do    

55 

do 

56* 

do 

Right . 

Right. 
Right . 
Right. 
Right . 
Right . 
Right . 
Right . 

57 

58 

14  05 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

1615 

64 

65 

66 

* 

67 

Left... 

68 

Left... 
I^ft... 

11  00 

69 

Falling  Creek 



70 

Left  .. 

71 

Left 

72 

£nd  of  sec  map  3 

Left... 

73 

Left... 

35  50 

74 

30        12.39 

0 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 

75 

28 
27 

30i 

12.70 
13.53 
13.84 

Left... 

76 

Left  .. 

77 

Left... 

19  00 

Averages 

77a  3 

980 

580 

18.65 
30.35 
13.25 

n.54 
14.39 
8.13 

8,776 

10,678 

7,522 

Maxima 

Minima 

*  At  56i  line  of  obstructions  daring  civU  war. 
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Table  3,— Third  Mc(ton,  19,000 /ee^,  Drury^a  Bluff  Landing  to  Qrave-yard  reach. 


i 

1 

Near  what  point. 

|i 

Feet 
540 
540 
550 
610 
605 
535 
450 
565 
560 
600 
620 
640 
670 
680 
660 
570 
545 
515 
560 
620 
600 
610 
630 
625 
680 
740 
655 
760 
740 
760 
690 
710 
700 
780 
920 
1.090 
980 
890 

f! 

II 

H 
It 

1^ 

III 

i 

It 

78 

Feet, 

33 

33t 

30» 

29 

V,' 

311 

27 

28} 

96i 

S3i 

23i 

22i 

29^ 

38i 

42i 

381 

35i 

32i 

27* 

26 

261 

2.n 

23 

22i 

20} 

20 

IPi 

19i 

20 

99 

31 

16 
14i 
Ifi 
94 

Fut, 
17.40 
18,84 
17.32 
14.39 
20.66 
22.46 
19.79 
21.38 
18.90 
16.31 
15.59 
17.00 
17.15 
16.99 
17.97 
15.68 
22.21 
20.05 
19.69 
17.26 
16.98 
16.96 
17.46 
16.65 
15.29 
13.64 
13.28 
14.06 
13.95 
14.58 
15.37 
16.38 
15.19 
12.74 
9.60 
8.79 
19.13 
12.70 

10. 134 
9,535 
8,760 
12,501 
12,016 
8,875 
19,082 
10,583 
9,788 
9,625 
10,880 
11,494 
11.550 
11,876 
8,935 
12,103 
10,326 
10,988 
10,703 
10,188 
10, 349 
11,011 
10,409 
10, 337 
10,  099 
8.696 

10,  619 
10, 333 
11,080 
10,603 
11,684 
10,588 

9,975 
8,830 
8,900 

1 1,  884 
11,307 

Deg.  and  feet. 
3.000 
3,000 
3,000 
3,000 
4,400 
4,400 
4.400 
4,4Q0 

At  85(0  0 

0 
0 

1,600 
1,600 
1.600 
1,600 
0 
0 
0 
At  96(0  5,400 
5,400 
0 

Left  .. 

o      / 

79 

Opponlte  Drury's  Blnff 

do 

Left  .. 

80 

Left 

Rl* 

Left... 
Left 

47    30 

8S 

K\ 

Left 

84 

Left... 

a*) 

Left... 

86 

22    45 

87 

Big  Wilton  Creek 

88 

89 

Little  Wilton  Croek 

90 

Right 
Right . 
Right 
Right . 

91 

9? 

93 

71    90 

94 

9^ 

Chaffin'aBlaff. 

do 

96 

97 

Right . 

9rt 

99 

13    20 

ion 

.... 

101 

4,800 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1,500 

0 

1,900 

2,800 

2,800 

2,600 

4,100 

4,000 

9,600 

1,500 

Right . 

10? 

6    00 

irrt 

104 

lO*) 

106 

WlllU'e  Wharf 

Left... 

107 

Left".! 

19    15 

108 

KingsIandV  Creek 

109 

Left... 
Left... 

15    00 

110 

111 

Grave-yard  reach 

Left  .. 

118 
11H 

do 

do 

Right . 
Right . 
Right . 
Right . 

30    30 

114 

do 

14    20 

115 

10    00 

AToraeee ................ 

661.4 
1,020 
450 

97.01 
49.25 
14.25 

16.38 

22.46 

8.r2 

10,500 
12,501 
8,696 

Maxima 

Minima 

*  Joat  below  line  of  ohstroctiona  daring  civil  war. 


Table  ^,— Fourth  aecHony  18,500  feet,  Grave-yard  reach  to  Dutch  Gap  Cut-off, 


1 

Koar  what  point. 

fi 

eg- 

il 

II 

1^ 

111 

pSo 

o 

i' 

116 

Feet, 
580 
545 
620 
690 
700 
810 
810 
675 
570 
480 
440 
480 
570 

Feet 
36 
45 
35 
25 
92 
21 
22 
27 
35 
43 
46 
41 
33 

FeeL 
93.47 
94.08 
1&68 
14.18 
13.98 
13.59 
13.70 

laii 

9L95 
22.91 
99.57 
93.48 
20.07 

8q./t. 
13, 510 
13,125 
11.5e2 
9.785 
9,738 
11,005 
11, 093 
12,225 
12, 112 
10,997 
13,011 
11,270 
11,438 

Deg.  and  feet. 

l.iiOO 

1,500 

0 

0 

0 

1,600 

0 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

0 

0 
At  197io  9,400 

Right . 

o   / 

117 

118 

57.15 

119 
120 

121 

Left... 

129 

Left"'! 

17.50 

123 

194 

125 
196 

Derira  Reach 

...do 

86.00 

197 
128 

do     ::     :.:..:... 

:::;:.do 

Left... 

io.i3 
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Tablb  A.-^Faurth  BecHan,  4'C — Continued. 


199 
130 
131 
133 
133- 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
130 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
lUs 
149 
150 
151 
152 


Near  what  point 


DoTirsKeach.. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Cox's  Wharf.. 


Opposite  Datch  Gap  Cat-off. . 


Averaires . 
Maxima  . . 
Minima... 


CO* 


F9et. 
590 
560 
540 
4«0 
470 
465 
505 


590 
565 
555 

600 
565 
600 
670 
630 
575 
510 
500 
500 
490 
475 
510 
530 


568i 
810 


It 

CO 


FuL 
31 
43 
39 
38 
37 
43 
44 


34 

37 

37 

38 

38i 

29 

30 

30 

37 

35 

34 

36 

38 

S* 
39 

35 


33.1 

46 

81 


V   to 


F««L 

20.19 

sa  15 

33.36 
21. 5:j 
84.  5A 
88.67 
84.28 


81.61 
81.60 
81.83 
19.61 
83.83 
19.44 
19.44 
16.58 
19.39 
81.81 
19.35 
81.60 
19.80 
81.60 
8:).  30 
23.40 


80.9 

88.67 

13.59 


Bq.Jt 
11,913 
ll,3t5 
18, 617 
]0,3:i5 
11,550 
13,333 
18,830 


18,750 
18,806 
11,775 
11,763 
13,938 
11,663 
13,435 
10,450 
11,150 
11.167 
9.625 
10,800 
H,963 
9,730 
11,885 
11,330 


11.519 
13,938 
8,963 


in 


J)€g,ofndf9eL 
0 
SCO 

At  130^0  1,500 
1,500 

At  133io  1.500 
1.500 

At  134ib°     500 

At  135|<^  l,6r» 
3,800 
3,800 
3,800 
3,800 
10,000 
10,000 
8,300 
8,300 
0 
0 

At  146^0  1,800 
0 

3.000 
3,000 
3.0C0 
3,000 


Left. 
Left. 


Right 


BifEht 
Right 
Right 
Right 
Right . 
Right 
Right . 
Right 
Right 


Right 


Right 
Right 
Right 
Right. 


I 


o  / 
18.00 


19.08 


36.00 
36w00 
36.:i0 
5&83 
3L13 


36LO0 
"'i*50 


89.00 
"39.'i7 


3&aQ 


*  Ledge  of  sandstone  on  right  bank  between  133  and  134. 


Table  S,— Fifth  aecHon,  29|000  feet,  upper  to  lower  end  qf  Dutch  Gap  Canal  hy  riter. 


1 

Kear  what  point. 

if 

fl 

St 

15   . 

II 
il 

II 

In 

o 

ll 

153* 

Upper  end  of  Dntch  Gap  Canal 

Feet 
540 
530 
570 
610 
540 
580 
610 
655 
665 
CrtO 
790 
730 
7!»0 
765 
7J50 
840 
WO 

1,000 
940 
780 
500 
485 
506 
5!0 
540 
570 
OSS 

Feet. 
30 
31 
33 
89 
30 
86 

i^ 
}? 

18* 

!?♦ 

IH 

89 
39 
49 
48 
44 
38 

i 

38 

Feet. 
83.3 
18.4 
18.4 
17.9 
18.4 

ia6 

17.3 
16.8 
15.8 
15.8 
15.1 
14.1 
14.0 
13.8 
13.8 
18.5 
13.1 
11.1 

n.3 

15.8 
89.8 
33.9 

8a4 

83.6 
83.8 
80.8 
80.4 

it^ 

9,287 
10.160 
10, 170 

8,418 
10,340 
10,265 

9,567 
10,343 

9,908 
10,668 
10,033 
10, 617 

9,641 

9,600 
10,201 
11, 083 
11.113 
10. 843 
13,345 
14. 613 
15,103 
13,064 
13,000 
11,605 
11.510 
13,856 

Deg.and/etL 

O    1 

1M 

155 

156 

157 

158 

1!S9 

1W 

161 

163 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

179 

173 

174 

175 

Osborne's 

176 

177 

178 

179 

..  . 

14.38  miles  below  ship-lock. 
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^ear  what  point. 

1^ 

il 

O 

1 

1W) 

FuL 

570 

450 

400 

500 

780 

1,100 

1,240 

1.450 

1,450 

1,525 

1,600 

1,565 

1,470 

1,300 

750 

590 

600 

600 

650 

690 

760 

840 

910 

950 

1,000 

970 

870 
690 
630 
560 
570 

41 
100 
74 
58 
93 
18 
15 
17* 

14 

19 

16 

14 

41 

42 

38 

37 

29 

26 

92 

18i 

18 

17 

17 

38 

34 
44 

43 
39 
37 

21.5 

56.1 

43.9 

38.0 

15.8 

10.9 

9.4 

8.1 

7.8 

7.0 

6.9 

as 
a4 

10.6 
20.1 
24.5 
22.3 
23.3 
21.0 
19.1 
17.1 
15l5 
14.0 

ia7 

12.7 
16.8 

17.1 
24.3 
24.6 
27.5 
24.5 

25,250 
17,  570 
16.000 
12.330 
12,076 
11,498 
11,850 
11,375 
10,563 
11,113 
13,195 
12,248 
13,813 
15, 075 
13,488 
13,425 
1.3. 875 
13,675 
12,502 
12,890 
12,527 
12.603 
13,063 
12,725 
15,969 

14.555 
16,393 
14,850 
14,103 
13.538 

0     , 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

Trent's  Beaoh 

186 

do 

187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
199 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
198 
199 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

"■■* 

.:::::do::::;;;::::::::;:;:::;::: 

900 

201 

?09 

903 

204 

205* 

Onpodte' lower  end  Datoh  Gap 

206 

207 
208 
909 
810 

Averagea 

790 

30 

18.55 

12,462 

*  10. 3  miles  l>elow  ship-look  j  5  miles  saved  by  oanaL 


Table  6. — BummaT]f  of  the  preceding  tables. 


Section 
Nal. 


Section 
No.  2. 


Section 
Na3. 


Section 
No.  4. 


Section 
No.  5. 


Greatest  width  at  low-water, 
Least  width  at  low-water..., 
Mean  width  at  low-water.... 

G reatest  channel  depth , 

licast  channel  depth 

Mean  channel  depth 

Greatest  mean  depth 

Least  mean  depth 

Arerage  mean  depth 

Greatest  sectional  area 

Least  sectional  area 

Mean  sectional  area 


1,200 

480 

806.2 

191 

H 

13.50 
14.67 
4.81 
7.90 
7,532 
4,548 
6,091 


980 
580 
778.3 
301 
13i 
18.65 
14.39 

a  13 

11.54 
10,678 
7,532 
8,776 


1,090 
450 
661.4 

27.01 
92.46 
a72 
16.38 
12.501 
8,696 
10.500 


810 
440 
56a5 
46 
21 

32.10 
2a  70 
13.60 
20.90 
13.938 
a  962 
11,549 


1,600 
400 
790 
100 

Hi 

30 
56.1 

lass 

25,250 
8,412 
12,462 


*  On  section  taken.    One  line  of  sonndings  on  No.  3  has  minimum  channel  depth  of  13|  feet. 

20  E 
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Table  7. — Mean  dq^ths  and  areas  corresponding  to  varions  surffloe  toidths. 


Section  No.  1. 

Section  Na  3. 

Section  No.  3. 

Section  No.  4. 

Section  No.  5. 

Width. 

1 
1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

< 

From  440  to  500  feet 

9.85 
12.75 
10.66 

4,798 
6,502 
6,120 

1 

19.79 
90.19 
ia58 
16.88 
16.01 
14.77 
13.79 

8,875 
10,775 
10,  435 
10,  421 
10,  759 
10,  624 
10,588 

24.0 
22.5 
21.3 

lao 

17.9 
14.0 
13.6 

n.<«3 

11,597 
12,208 
11,365 
11,482 
9,785 
11.049 

44.30 
94.99 
23.42 
20.97 
ia60 
14.60 
15.40 
15.03 
12,47 
15.25 

19.307 
12,088 
12,313 
12,474 
12,065 
10, 350 
11.757 
12.499 
11  309 

From  500  to  550  feet 

From  550  to  600  feet 

From  600  to  650  feet 

14.05 
13.88 
19.91 
13.53 
13.02 
10.37 
9.81 
a  53 
a36 

8,148 
8,917 
8,588 
9,649 
10,008 
8,630 
8,414 
a  001 
8,019 

From  650  to  700  feet 

From  700  to  750  feet.... 

From  7.50  to  800  feet 

From  800  to  850  feet 

9.98 
a  17 
7.18 
7.56 
7.50 
7.48 
7.03 
6.45 
6.36 

6,651 
5,918 
5.512 
6,093 
6,653 
6,875 
7,020 
6,615 
6,744 

From  850  to  900  feet 

iiio 

9.60 
12.13? 

a725 

11, 307 

8,830 

10,392 

From  900  to  950feet 

14,566 

From  950  to  1,000  feet. . . 
From  1,000  to  1,050  feet.. 
From  1,050  to  1.100  feet.. 



)  ii.96 

11,916 

From  1,100  to  1,150  feet.. 

1 1 

, 

i6.96  ii'oTC 

8. 34    11  o?-** 

From  1,150  to  1,600 feet.. 

1 

F  12. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  APPOMATTOX  RIVER.  VIRGINIA. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1875,  of  $30,000,  a  contract  was 
made  July  1, 1875,  with  Mr.  G.  H.  Ferris  for  dredging,  the  object  being 
to  remove  as  soon  as  possible  the  worst  impediments  to  navigation. 
The  annual  appropriations  have  continued  to  be  but  little  in  excess  of  the 
sum  necessary  for  reparations,  after  the  completion  of  a  definite  plan  of 
improvement.  In  cousequence,  the  annual  process  of  operation  has  been 
chiefly  an  eflFort,  by  resorting  to  the  use  of  the  dredge  promptly,  to  re- 
move the  obstacles  to  navigation  to  be  annually  expected  in  the  unfin- 
ished state  of  the  river,  and  next,  or  simultaneously,  by  the  use  of  the 
remainder  of  the  available  funds  to  make  a  step  forward  as  great  as 
possible  in  the  plan  of  permanent  improvement 

Under  the  contract  mentioned  above,  about  55,000  cubic  yards  of  ma- 
terial were  excavated  from  the  channel,  as  shown  in  more  detail  in  the 
report  attached  hereto  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Bird.  The  most  of  this  material 
has  been  redeposited  in  the  deeper  portions  oi^  the  river  below,  a  pro- 
cedure well  known  to  be  vicious,  imposed  by  the  necessity  of  quickly 
and  with  small  means  attaining  the  results  required  by  the  needs  of 
commerce. 

Under  the  second  contract,  dated  December  31,  1875,  an  average 
widening  of  about  20  feet  to  the  Puddledock  Channel  has  been  in  prog- 
ress, which  is  nearly  completed  at  the  date  of  this  report.  This  chan- 
nel will  then  be  about  100  feet  wide  at  high- water,  and  10  feet  deep  at 
mean  low-water. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875/. $39,058  03 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875 31, 444  86 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $1,331.26  due  on  contracts 7, 613  17 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 30, 000  OO 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  (see  last 

annual  report) 113,000  OO 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  83, 000  00 
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DREDGING  APPOMATTOX  RtVER,  VIRQIKtA. 

Proposals  at  1.5  p.  m.,  December  20, 1875. 


Name. 


BMidence. 


©5  f  P..2 


G.H.Ferris 

Green  &  Saterlee 
E.R.  Seward  .... 

F.  B-Colton 

C.  J.DeGraw.... 

R.  T.  UieBton 

H.  £.  Calpepper  . 
M.  F.Brunard... 


Brooklyn,  N.  T  .'..... 
New  York  City,  N.  Y 

Albany,  N.Y 

Philadelphia.  Fa 

Volney.N.Y 

Washington,  D.  C 

Portsmouth,  Va 

Albany,  N.Y. 


OenU, 
15  9-10 
Gi 
S5 
32 
20 

19i 


OenU. 


54 
40 
24 
20 


Contract  awarded  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Ferris,  at  15  9-10  cents  per  onbic  yard. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  H.  D.  BIRD,  ASSISTANT  KNGINBKR. 

PetersburGi  Va.,  June  1, 1876. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  my  report  of  the  progress  and  condition  of 
this  work  for  the  twelve  months  ending  May  31,  1876. 

In  my  last  report  I  divided  the  improvement  into  3  parts,  as  more  convenient  for 
reference,  and  stated  that  np  to  that  date  the  amonnt  of  dredging  done  at  Government 
expense  was  as  follows : 

Feet  long.    Cubic  yards. 

Sonth  Channel 10/800    220,094.46 

Pnddledock  Channel 9,200    113,6:«'.61 

Petersburg  Channel 10,500    158,520.65 

Total 30,500    492,252.72 

With  this  dredging  we  obtained  a  channel  40  to  80  feet  wide  at  bottom  and  10  feet 
deep  at  low- water,  where  there  had  been  only  4^  feet  before. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  in  this  connection,  the  information  that  the  Sonth  Channel  is  an 
old  natural  channel  of  the  river,  and  Pnddledock  Channel  is  a  new  cut  made  through 
a  swamp  flooded  in  freshets,  connecting  it  with  the  Petersburg  Channel,  the  only  part 
•of  the  Old  river  used  in  the  improvement. 

The  dredging  by  Government  was  commenced  September  10, 1871,  and  has  been 
prosecuted  ever  since  as  far  as  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  would  allow.  On 
the  21st  of  Jnne,  1875,  you  received  proposals  for  dredging  52,000  cubic  yards  of  bars 
formed  since  the  commencement  of  the  work,  but  mostly  in  the  Petersburg  Channel, 
(as  you  will  see  below,)  by  the  large  spring  freshets  of  that  year.  The  work  was 
allotted  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Ferris,  of  Brooklyn,  who  was  the  lowest  bidder.  He  commenced 
it  January  17, 1875,  and  completed  the  work  January  10, 1876.  The  amount  of  it  was 
as  follows : 

Yards. 

In  South  Channel 12,002.73 

In  Pnddledock  Channel 3,541.00 

In  Petersburg  Channel 34,715.93 

In  fflling  old  piUng 4,649.74 

Total  work  done 54,909.40 

The  filiinff  of  old  piling  was  a  necessity  that  arose  during  the  progress  of  the  work 
the  material  removed  from  bars  was  50,1^9.66  yards. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1875,  yon  received  proposals  for  dredging  about  100,000 
cnbio  yards  from  the  side  of  Puddledock  cut,  "  to  widen  it  20  feet."  Mr.  Ferris  was 
again  the  successful  bidder.  He  began  the  work  January  11,  and  up  to  the  1st  of  this 
month  he  had  removed  74,360.65  yards.  It  will  take  him  about  2  months  more  to 
complete  the  contract.  The  cut  will  then  be  60  feet  wide  at  bottom,  about  100  feet 
at  high- water,  and  10  feet  deep  at  low-water.  The  total  dredging  done  during  the  last 
12  months  was  129,270  yards.    The  result  of  the  operation  for  improving  the  nver 
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thus  fAT  shows  that  yessels  drawing  from  10  to  10^  feet  water  have  been  able  to  reach 
the  city  wharves,  whereas  before  the  dredging  was  begun  those  drawing  over  7i  feet 
had  to  be  lightened  to  enable  them  to  come  up.  By  reducing  a  few  bars,  formed  by 
recent  freshets,  vessels  drawing  12  feet  can  ascend  to  Petersburg. 

By  the  account  of  material  removed  from  bars,  you  will  see  that  the  greater  part 
was  taken  from  the  Petersburg  Channel.  These  bars  will  continue  to  form  until  the 
works  you  estimated  for  to  contract  the  channel  are  constructed.  But  this  cannot  be 
done  enectuaUy  with  the  limited  amount  of  appropriations  made  by  Congress.  It  ia 
greatly  to  be  regretted  that  they  were  not  larger,  inasmuch  as  they  would  have  given 
the  city  the  full  benefit  of  the  improvement  sooner,  and  have  saved  a  part  of  the  cost 
of  dredeing  the  bars. 

The  citv  corporation  has  up  to  this  time  dredged  a  considerable  quantity  of  sand 
from  the  harbor,  and  when  the  works  are  oomplet-ed  in  the  river  the  benefit  the  citi- 
zens will  derive  from  the  increased  commerce  will  make  it  their  interest  to  keep  the 
bars  dredged  out. 

The  improvement  of  the  Appomattox  River,  though  apparently  a  local  one,  is  in 
reality  of  national  importance.  Before  the  war  all  the  through  transportation  of  th» 
great  line  of  railroad  through  Petersburg  to  the  West  and  Southwest,  with  its  ramifi- 
cations through  Tennessee  and  a  part  of  G^rgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  down  to 
New  Orleans,  was  shipped  at  the  port  of  Petersburg,  City  Point,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Appomattox  with  tne  James.  That  transportation  has  now  grown  to  gi^^antic  di- 
mensions, but  owing  to  extraneous  causes,  and  not  to  any  fault  of  the  port,  it  is  now 
carried  by  rail,  eighty  miles  farther,  to  Norfolk  for  shipment.  With  the  completion  of 
tiie  Appomattox  improvement  and  the  construction  of  proper  wharfage,  and  other 
facilities  for  transporting  freight,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  this  transportation 
should  not  be  restored  to  its  former  route. 

The  whole  country  using  this  railroad-line  is  now  taxed  to  support  the  80  miles 
of  road  between  Petersburg  and  Norfolk.  In  my  report  to  vou  of  1872,*  I  ascertained 
from  the  railroad  report  the  amount  that  the  through-freight  paid  the  company  that 
year.  It  was  $213,313.  It  must  have  increased  materially  since.  This  great  tax  is 
still  a  yearly  one  on  the  internal  trade  of  the  country,  and  it  can  be  saved  by  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Appomattox  River  improvement. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  Bird, 
Assistant  Enffineer. 

Col.  Wm.  p.  Craighill, 

Major  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A. 


F  13. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR  RIVER.  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  channel  behind  the  Horseshoe  Shoal,  near  New  Inlet,  has  beea 
increased  in  dimensions  by  dredging. 

The  width  has  been  brought  from  100  to  aboat  190  feet,  and  the  depth 
at  low-water  from  9  to  aboat  12  feet.  This  work  was  completed  in  the 
latter  part  of  April,  1876,  under  contract  by  Curtis  &  Fobes, 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1875,  proposals  were  received  for  a  structure 
the  object  of  which  was  to  contract  the  outflow  at  Kew  Inlet.  Several 
plans  were  suggested  of  accomplishing  this  result  in  part  or  in  whole. 
The  amount  of  funds  available  limited  the  work  to  a  structure  made  of 
pine  logs,  brush,  and  stone,  taking  the  form  of  an  apron  on  the  bottom 
of  the  inlet  4  feet  high,  with  a  base  varying  from  40  to  70  feet. 

A  contract  was  made  August  25, 1875,  with  Bangs  &  Dolby.  They 
worked  energetically  and  successfully,  and  completed  the  apron  from 
the  en^  of  the  crib-jetty  at  Federal  Point  to  Zeke's  Island,  a  distance  of 
over  4,000  feet,  between  October  7, 1875,  and  June  2, 1876.  The  con- 
struction of  this  apron  and  the  dredging  of  the  channel  behind  the 
Horseshoe  Shoal  were  intended  to  be  supplementary  to  each  other,  and 
together  form  an  important  part  of  the  plan  of  improvement  which  looks 

*  Beport  of  Chief  of  Engineen,  187S-'73,  page  693. 
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to  an  iDcreased  depth  of  water  in  the  old  month  of  the  river  at  the  Bald- 
head  entrance,  by  partial  or  entire  closure  of  New  Inlet,  and  the  conse- 
qnent  diversion  of  mnch  water  to  the  old  mouth. 

With  the  same  object  of  hastening  the  deepening  of  the  Bald  Head  Bar, 
the  suction-dredge  Woodbury  was  operated  there  until  the  condition  of 
her  boiler  and  machinery  required  her  withdrawal,  at  the  end  of  January, 
1876.  She  has  since  been  idle,  as  funds  coula  not  be  used  for  her 
repair. 

The  river  was  obstructed  during  the  late  civil  war  by  the  confederate 
authorities  at  a  point  about  3  miles  below  the  city  of  Wilmington.  The 
removal  of  these  obstructions  was  begun  in  July,  1875,  and  completed 
over  a  length  of  about  1,500  feet  in  August,  so  as  to  give  a  depth  of  12 
feet  over  them  at  low-water,  which  is  the  minimum  expected  to  be  at- 
tained at  this  stage  of  the  improvement  from  Wilmington  to  the  ocean 
over  all  obstructions  to  navigation. 

After  completion  of  the  Horseshoe  Channel,  one  dredge  was  engaged 
a  few  days  at  the  shoal  near  Campbell's  Island,  and  clearing  the  channel 
near  the  east  jetty  next  bel6w  Brunswick  Eiver.  The  depth  aimed  at 
and  attained  here,  as  elsewhere,  has  been  about  12  feet  at  \ow- water, 
equal  to  16  or  16^  feet  at  high-water. 

Surveys  have  been  continued  under  the  special  charge  of  Mr.  C.  P. 
BoUes,  having  for  their  object  such  a  delineation  of  the  hydrography 
and  topography  as  wUl  enable  comparison  to  be  made  of  the  present 
with  the  former  condition  of  the  river,  as  well  as  to  detect  any  points 
where  further  improvement  may  be  needed,  and  to  give  a  basis  upon 
which  to  predicate  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  any  work  which  may  in 
the  future  be  required. 

Since  January,  1876,  the  immediate  supervision  of  this  improvement 
has  been  committed  to  Mr.  H.  Bacon,  succeeding  Capt.  C.  B.Phillips,  who 
has  been  in  charge  from  1872,  inclusive. 

Eeference  is  requested  to  the  report  for  the  year  of  Mr.  Bacon,  hereto 
appended,  as  well  as  to  the  historical  sketch  prepared  by  Captain  Phil- 
lips, at  my  request. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  Jnly  1, 1875 $211,287  43 

Amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 188, 564  71 

Amount  available  Jnly  1,  1876,  including  89*444.46  due  on  contracts 22,722  72 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagust  14, 1876 132, 500  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  (see  last 

annual  report) 210,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  77, 500  00 
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Statement  of  the  prineipal  ariiolee  of  prothtce  and  manuf<wture  exported  from  the  port  of 
Wilmngtxm,  N.  C.^for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1875,  as  compiled  from  ihe  reports  qf 
the  Daily  Journal,  and  compared  with  those  for  the  years  1874, 1^3,  and  1672. 

COASTWISE. 


Destination. 

"S 

"3 

ii 

it 

"S 

1 

® 

h 

1 

•a 

■3 

1 

t 

1 

i 
1 

New  York 

43,746 
5.645 
3,681 

41 

8,581 

e,29e 

1,051 

602 

17 

143,029 

27,652 

12,037 

4,i<10 

10 

14.  745 
7.039 
2,930 
6,426 
100 

7,150 
250 
433 
125 

950 
2,085 

131,093 
1.  ORS^  13ft 

1.585. 950 

ta   7B7 

Baltimore 

Philadelphia 

1,040|      799.906 
532    --   --     - 

1,435,350|    55,lfl» 
309  600i        

Boston 

Bath 

87 

636.154 
350,811 
342,065 
181, 32] 
255,000 
141, 650 

Bichmond 

Thomaston 

Bncksport 

Provioenoe 



Borlingtoa 



.....; 

Total  coastwise,  1875 

Total  coastwise,  1»74 

Total  coastwise,  1873 

Total  ooastwise,  1873 

53,123 
55,621 
35,016 
46,747 

18, 559 
43,838 
42,283 
59, 410 

186, 938 
309, 959 
342,499 
423, 394 

30.540 
47,829 
41,030 
32,368 

7.958  3,994 
14, 9451  7, 316 
14,  520;  8, 244 
11,558,  7,072 

3,  916, 066 
9.  998, 295 
19, 597,  597 
16, 553, 746 

3,330,900     76,889 
5,439,408   110,478 

3,960.580i 

3^323,795j 

FOREIGN. 

Liverpool 

15,839 

5,708 
35,362 

* '6.193 
6,119 

38.460 
38,457 

4,196 
48.  492 
20,844 
18,222 
225 
31. 612 

9,500 
33,005 

9,034 

330 

• 

Loodoo 

Amsterdam 

1,075 

Kotterdain 

Bristol 

10 

Granton 

Uoited  Kingdom 

1,727 
7,398 

Antwerp - 

Dordrecnt 

1,2S6 

3,775 

Greenook       ......«.«....•     . 

2,121 

Stettin - 

10,180 
39, 072 

Glasgow 

6,075 

1,200 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

134.385 

Hall.!!: 

200 

3.182 
53 

3,881 

Cape  Hay tien 

2 

2 
90 

65,000 
630, 368 
161,000 

iso,  666--- 

Cardenas - 

1 

109,:::::: 

Anx  Caves 

238,400 

Cork  or  Falmontii 

14,095 

800 

Fonoe  

468,551 
961, 149 

30,000 
336,000 

Hayti 

>..... 

Belfast 

100 

4,056 

Jacmel 

227,760 

76,666 

MR**tininne 

182, 518 
322,000 
38,000 
548, 678 

St  Pierre 

Bahamas 

330,000 
27,000 

Demerara 

75 
75 

Greorgetown,  Taoatan. 

Snrinam 

50 

133,000 

Cronstadt 

3,600 

310 

5 

101 

1,075 

Lagnayra.... 

383,606 
969,  606 

47,828 

Porto  Kico 

"ii  :::::: 

5 

215,600 

MatAn7/as 

24 

50 

Barcelona - 

Port  au  Prinoe 

631,092 

469,000 

Havana 

5 

600 
500 

998 
1,060 
2,000 

50 

35 

Newcastle 

Bremen      ..  ■           ■ 

Total  foreign,  1875 

Total  foreign.  1874 

Total  foreign,  1873 

Total  foreign,  1879 

18, 140 

4,697 

34 

707 

77,882 
83,087 
88,953 
77,969 

291,  812 
379, 330 
347,652 
196,666 

16,619 

20,799 

4,296 

4,918 

339 
650 
735 
950 

182 
167 
180 
275 

5,  904,  541 
4, 231, 030 
6,990,171 
6, 710, 436 

1,859,000 
3, 087,  805 
9,378,956 
1,  534,  439 

GRAND  TOTALS. 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1875 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1873 
Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1872 

71,863 
67.  518 
:J9, 650 
47,454 

96,441 
125, 925 
131, 236 
137, 379 

478,  850 
689, 289 
690, 151 
629. 110 

47, 159   8, 297   4, 176;  9,  820. 607 
6-i,  619  15.  595   7,  483  1 4, 229. 325 
45, 326!  15, 255   8. 164'  19.  517,  768 
37. 287  12, 508   7,  347  23, 264, 152 

5. 189, 900 
8,  520,  2l:J 
6,338.836 
4. 8G8,  234 

76,889 
110.476 
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Statement  of  the  prino^^  artieles  of  produce  and  manufacture  exported  from  ths  port  of 
Wilmington,  N,  C,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1875,  ^o.— Contanued. 

GOASTWISE-^^ontiniied. 


1 

I 
1 
1 

1 

"^I 

f 

1 

1 

■s 

1 

1 

1 

•5 

i 

9- 

New  York 

16,937 

30,083 

4,118 

""ih 

7,496 
4 

825 

914 
102 

171 

95 
907 
328 

930 
812 
252 

703 
"36 

15 
910 

'770 

28 
54 
16 

49 

BftiUraor^ r , ... 

9 

Philadelphia 

Boston 

.... 

Bath 

Riohmond 

TboTn  ft4ton 

.... 

Backtport 

.... 

ProvictoDoe 



BorliDgton 

. .. . 

Total  ooaatwise,  1875 

46,138 
33,562 

1,340 

7,430 
4,714 

1,841 
332 

1,719 
2,353 

1,260 

1,095 

497 

48 

1,964 
2,375 
2,356 
1,218 

739 
127 

225 
376 

770 
717 

98 
13b 

44 

Total  ooastwiae,  1874 

78% 

Total  ooaatwise,  1873 

Total  coastwise,  1872 



FOREIGN— ConUnaed. 


Liverpool : 

London  ............ ...... ..... 

Amsterdam 

1 

Rotterdam  ....  ............. 

Bristol. 

GrantoD 

United  Kingdom 

Dordrecht 

Hambniv 

Greenock 

Rt-«ttin 

Glasgow 

Si^ntfMro  d^  Cnbft 

Hull  7? 

Cape  Haytien 



Cardenas 

A^x  Cayyi 

Cork  or  Falmouth 

. 

Ponce 

Havti 

Belfast 

Jacmel - 

MArtin^nnA. ,    ,, ,.,-,-,- 

St  Pierre 

Bahamas 

Demerara 

(irfM>rffetown  Ynoatan            .... 

8ari»»m  ---r--^ -r-. .......... 

Cronstadt 



1 

TAgnaTra 

Portokico 

MatAnEAs 

Barcelona 

Port  an  Prince         ....     . . 

5,000 

Havana 

...... 

Newcastle 



Brenaen .•. 

1.... 

Total  forelm.  1875 

I....I 

Totalforeign  1874 

33,565 

26          ^ 

Total  foreign,  1873 

Total  foreiim.  1872       

GRAND  TOTALS--Continned. 


Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1875 . . . 
Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1874  . . . 
Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1873 . . . 
Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1872 . . . 


41,138 
43,562 


1,340 
825 


7,430 
2,714 


1,841 
332 


1,719 
2,353 


1, 266   1, 984    739 

1,121    2,378'  127 

497l  2,356'. 

48   1,258,. 


138 


44 
285 
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Statement 


it  of  the  principal  articles  of  produce  and  manufaolure  ex^^ted  from  the  port  of 
Wilmington^  If.  Cyfor  the  year  ending  December  31, 1875,  ^o.— Continaed. 


COASTWISE-Contlnued. 


Deatinatloii. 

1 

o 

s 

1 

1 

1 

s 

H 

1 

& 

1 

II 
II 

OD 

1 

1 

3 
S 

1 

> 

1 

2 

11 

1 

New  York 

54 
SIO 

6 

20 
129 
97 

508 
45 
111 

46 

1 

16 

6. 
434 
854 

151 
6 



34 

\RA 

Baltimore 

271      KHl      9i 

PhiliLH^lpTlin            

jj 

Boston 

Bath 

Richmond 

Backsport 

Providenoe 

Burlington 

Total  coastwise,  1875 

270 
3,570 

246 

399 

664 
8,741 

65'  1,350 
120'  3  111 

157 

298 

63 

224     94 

Total  ooaatwise,  1874 

Total  coastwise,  1873 

' 

....| 

Total  coastwise,  1872 

1 

1 

FOREIGN 

—Continued. 

Liverpool 

1 

London 

1 

A  msterdam 

Rotterdam 

Bristol 

Granton 

Unitod  Kingdom 

Antwerp 

DordrecQt 

Hamburg 

Greenock 

Stettin 

Glasgow 

Santiago  de  Cuba 

Hull 

Cape  Haytien 

Cardenas 

511 

Aux  Caj^es ^ 

Cork  or  Falmouth 

' 

Ponce  



Hayti 

Belfast 

Jacmel 

Martinique 

St  Pierre 

Demerara 

Georgetown,  Yucatan 

Surinam 

Cronstadt 

Lagnayra  

Porto  Rico 

Matanzas 

2,650 

. ... 

Barcelona 

.... 

Port  au  Prince ..-.. 

8,090 

Havana 

9,463 

.... 

Newcastle' 

Bremen 

... 

Total  foreign,  1875 

12, 113 

22,898 



511 

150 

8  090 

Total  foreign,  1874 

Total  foreign,  1873 

Total  foreign,  1872 

GRAND  TOTALS-Continued. 


Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1875 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1874 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1873 

270 
3,570 

246 
399 

664 
8,741 

12,113 
22,896 

65 
175 

1,861 
3,261 

157 

?M8 

8,090 

63 

234     94 

....j.... 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1672 

/^ 

> 

T 

Di 

3itized  t 

.yC 

3OU 

m 

k: 

BEPOBT   OF  THE   CHIEF  OF  ENGINEEBS. 


313 


St€itement  of  the  prinoipal  articlea  of  produce  and  mamifcusture  exported  from  the  port  of 

Wilmingiony  N.  C,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1875,  4^ — Continned. 

COASTWISE— Continned. 


DeBtination. 


New  York.... 
Baltimore  — 
Philadelphia.. 

Boston 

Bath 

Rfchmond 

Thomaaton  ... 

Backsport 

ProYiaenoe  . . . 
Burlington . . . . 


8 
105 


36 


155 


s 


178 


li 
11 


40 


12 


Total  ooastwiae,  1875 12 

Total  coastwise,  1874 i. 

Total  coastwise,  1873 . 

Total  coastwise,  1872 . 


186 
617 


49'        39 
143*      683 


156 
133 


172 
568 


12 


FOREIGN— Continued. 


Liverpool 

London 

Amsterdam. 

Bristol 

Granton .>...... 

TTnitMl  TTingHmn  , .   . . , 

Antwerp   .".....        

Dordreont 



Greenock 

Stettin 

Glas^w 

Santiago  de  Caba 

Hull  .7! 

Cane  Haytien 

Cardenas 

Am  Cares 

Cork  or  Falxnoath 

Ponce  

Hayti    

Bef&st 

Jacmel 

Martinique -  

St.  Pierre 

Bahamas 

Bemerara 

Gfinrg^town,  Tucfttrftn 

Surinam...  J 



Cronstadt 

Laguavra 

Porto  Rico 

MatnnKafl 

Barcelona 



Port  au  Prince 

Havana 

Newcastle 

Bremen 

.  , 

Total  foreign,  1875 

Total  forelifn,  1874 

Total  foreign^  1873 



Total  foreiifn,  1872 



GRAND  TOTALS— Continued. 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1875. . . . 
Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1874 .... 

12 

186        49 
617       145 



3P 
683 

156 
133 

172 
568 

31 
1,60» 

40 
714 

438 

12 

400 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1873. . . . 

Total  coastwise  and  foreign,  1872 



NoTB.— Below  we  give  the  exports  from  this  city,  via  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad,  which  have 
not  been  noted  in  our  columns,  and  which  should  be  added  to  the  totals  "coastwise,"  as  also  to  the  "  grand 
totals  •'  for  1875 :  Bales  of  cotton,  3,969 ;  Basks  of  spirits  of  turpentine,  183 ;  barrels  of  rosin,  1,094 :  bar- 
rels  of  tar,  490 ;  barrels  of  crude  turpentine,  100;  barrels  of  pitch,  50;  bushels  of  pea-nuts,  4,954  ;  oales 
of  cotton  goods,  461 ;  bales  of  yam,  58 ;  packages  of  paper-stock,  101.  ^->.  |' 
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Ahstraet  qf  Hda  far  building  an  apnrn  at  the  New  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  Biver,  North  Carolina^ 
opened  August 6,  1875,  at  12.5 p.m. 


Name^ 


Nature  of  work  and  price. 


Bemarks. 


Bangs  &.  Don>y 

M.  A.Bry8on  .. 

Boe«&  Drane.. 

CJ.Begraw... 
F.H.  Smith.... 


For  apron,  drat  990  feet  from  Federal  Point.  |S3  per 
linear  foot :  next  1,550  feet,  $18.98  per  linear  foot ;  next 
1,715  feet.  |94  per  linear  foot ;  first  rise  on  section  1, 
•6.90  per  linear  foot ;  first  rise  on  section  %  $4.95  per 
linear  foot ;  first  rise  on  section  3,  |7.90  per  linear  foot. 
All  additional  rise  pro  rata.  WUl  constmct  an  apron 
and  maintain  it  while  constmoting  for  $190,000. 

Will  close  New  Inlet  to  low-water  mark,  and  guarantee 
the  same  for  one  year,  for  $188,000. 

For  apron,  $90.90  per  linear  foot 

For  apron,  maintained  to  4  feet  above  present  bottom, 
$34  per  linear  foot. 

Will  dose  New  Inlet  for  $905,000 

Will  dose  New  Inlet,  for  first  plan,  $346,000 

for  second  plan,  $950,000 

for  third  plan,  $950,000 

For  apron,  $90  per  linear  foot 

For  each  additional  foot  in  height,  $4 

Will  close  New  Inlet  for  $164,000 

For  apron,  $37  per  linear  foot 

First  foot  in  height  above  4  feet,  $9  per  linear  foot 

Second  foot  in  height  above  4  feet,  $8  per  linear  foot 


Work  goaranteed  for 
one  year.  Drawings 
accompany  bid. 


Work  not  guaranteed. 
Work  guaranteed. 

Work  not  guaranteed. 
Work  not  guaranteed. 
No  guarantee  to  bid. 
Drawings    accompany 

bid. 
Work  not  guaranteed. 
No  Drawings. 

Work  not  guaranteed. 
Drawings   accompany 
bid. 


Contract  with  Messrs.  Bangs  &.  Dolby. 


report  op  mr.  henry  bacon,  assistant  engineer. 

Improvement  of  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C, 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

SmithvilUy  N.  C,  July  1, 187a 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  in  the  im- 
provement  of  Cape  Fear  River  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1676: 

The  work  was  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  Cant.  C.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, till  January  18, 1876,  when  he  was  relieved  for  other  duty,  and  its  superintend- 
ence assigned  to  me. 

The  work  done  has  embraced  the  initial  step  for  closing  the  New  Inlet,  consisting  of 
an  apron  of  timber,  brush,  and  stone,  4  feet  in  thickness  and  from  40  to  70  feet  wide, 
extending  entirely  across  the  opening  from  the  Federal  Point  jetty  to  Zeke's  Island. 

The  deepening  and  widening  the  cut  behind  the  Horseshoe  Channel,  near  Snow'a 
Marsh,  to  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  and  190  feet  width. 

The  workins;  of  the  suction-dredge  Woodbury  on  the  sand  shoal  near  the  upper  end 
of  the  Horseshoe  cut  from  July  1  to  August  9, 1875,  and  on  the  Bald  Head  channel 
from  August  11, 1875,  to  February  1,  1876. 

The  removal  of  the  confederate  obstructions  below  Wilmington,  near  Brunswick 
River.  The  two  lines  removed  aggregate  about  1,500  feet  length.  After  completion 
of  the  dredging  at  the  Horseshoe  cut,  one  machine,  with  tow-boat  and  scows,  was  em- 
ployed 12  days  (120  honrs)  dredging  a  channel  across  the  sho^  near  Campbell's  Isl- 
and, and  clearing  the  channel  near  the  east  Jetty  next  below  Brunswick  River. 

Surveys  of  the  river  begun  last  year  have  been  continued,  embracing  the  vicinity 
of  Snow's  Marsh  and  the  new  Horseshoe  cut,  and  from  Campbell's  Island  to  some  dis- 
tance above  Brunswick  River.  The  maps  from  these  surveys  have  been  finished.  A 
general  map  from  Federal  Point  to  Bald  Head  Channel  is  nearly  finished.  It  will  show 
tlie  various  changes  of  the  shore  lines,  <&c.,  which  have  occurred  during  the  last  24 
years,  especially  at  Bald  Head,  Zeke's  Mand,  and  Federal  Point. 

Results  of  the  work  during  the  year :  The  apron  at  the  new  inlet,  consisting 
of  a  layer  of  round  timber  1  foot  in  thickness,  closely  rafted,  and  from  8  inches 
to  1  foot  in  thickness  of  brush  on  the  same,  and  stone  to  make  the  whole  thickness  4 
feet,  has  been  successfully  laid,  beginning  at  the  end  of  Federal  Point  jetty  and  termi- 
nating at  Zeke's  Island,  at  the  site  of  the  Woodbury  wharf,  a  distance  of  4,352  feet. 

The  work  has  been  done  by  Messrs.  Bangs  &  Dolby  under  the  contract  dated  Sep- 
tember 6, 1875. 

They  have  exhibited  energy  and  skill  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work.  The  first  mat- 
tress was  placed  October  7, 1875,  and  the  last  June  2, 1876.  The  stone  filling  was  oom- 
'^''^ted  June  17.  - 
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The  mattresees,  of  which  the  fonndatiou  of  the  aproa  was  composed,  were  mostly 
aboat  36  feet  in  width,  with  length  corresponding  to  the  breadth  of  the  apron— the 
timber  always  lying  transversely  with  the  apron. 

They  were  held  by  anohorSi  ana  sank  in  position  by  being  weighted  with  stone.  After 
being  sunk,  the  required  amount  of  stone  was  placed  on  the  work. 

Dimng  the  progress  of  the  work  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  sooar  the  foundation 
just  ahead  of  the  apron  as  laid,  so  that  the  bottom  of  the  foundation  averages  fully  3 
feet  below  the  original  site.  This  is  advantageous  for  permanent  security.  Scouring 
has  occurred  on  both  sides  of  the  apron  since  placed  to  a  distance  of  100  to  150  feet  or 
more,  so  that  there  is  now  an  irregularly  defined  channel  on  each  side,  parallel  to  the 
apron,  the  deepest  portions  being  usually  from  30  to  60  feet  from  it  and  averaging  ^ 
feet  below  the  bottom. 

The  scouring  is  not  adjacent  to  the  aproQS,  excepting  in  a  few  instances.  In  many- 
oases,  sand  has  accumulated  partly  over  the  apron.  There  has  been  a  remarkable 
accumulation  of  sand  over  the  apron  at  its  junction  with  Zeke's  Island  since  it  waa 
laid.  The  sand  has  followed  it  and  closed  over  it  for  a  distance  of  175  feet,  thus  ex- 
tending the  beach  and  island  toward  Federal  Point. 

On  the  whole,  the  result  shows  the  superiority  of  the  method  of  mattresses  for  the 
foundation  of  the  dike.  There  is  a  good  prospect  of  permanence  of  the  foundation 
as  now  laid.  As  the  work  proceeds,  it  will  probably  be  found  advisable  to  increase 
the  width  of  foundation  in  many  places  and  perhaps  to  construct  jetties  of  timber,, 
brush,  and  stone,  perpendicular  to  the  dike,  especially  on  the  river-side. 

The  apron  has  been  laid  in  three  lines,  or  sections— the  outer  angles  to  the  river* 
side.  The  first  section  is  920  feet  in  length  and  averages  53  feet  in  width.  The  second 
is  1,588  feet  long  and  has  an  average  width  of  42^  feet;  the  third secUon,  extending  to 
Zeke's  Island,  is  1,844  feet  long  and  60  feet  wide. 

The  condition  of  the  old  works  along  Zeke's  Island,  and  connecting  it  with  Smith's 
Island,  is  favorable. 

There  has  been  a  very  large  accretion  of  sand  nearly  the  whole  length,  and  especially 
at  the  northerly  portion  of  Zeke's  Island. 

The  old  works,  near  their  juncture  with  Smith's  Island,  have  apparently  been  more 
exposed  by  abrasion  on  the  sea-side,  where  abrasion  and  accretion  have  alternatively 
occurred. 

At  the  present  time  the  work  is  safer  than  ever  before,  because  the  action  of  the  sea 
has  transferred  a  large  amount  of  sand  over  the  works  to  the  bay-side,  where  there 
was  before  a  oonsiderable  depth  of  water,  and  now  a  wide  bank  of  sand  is  fast  coming 
up  to  and  above  ordinary  high-water. 

The  sand  on  the  sea-side  has  covered  the  works  safely  from  the  ravages  of  the 
worms. 

The  swashes  across  the  low,  narrow  part  of  Smith's  Island,  about  3  miles 'below  the 
head,  are  entirely  closed  by  the  natural  action  of  the  sea,  as  should  be  expected,  from 
their  coming  into  very  shoal  water  on  the  river-side  at  3  miles  distance  from  the  chan- 
nel, from  a  wide  sandy  beach  on  the  sea-side. 

The  cut  behind  the  Horseshoe  channel  is  a  great  improvement.  It  is  now  in  general 
use.  The  old  channel  is  neglected.  The  new  channel  gives  nearlv  or  quite  2  feet 
greater  depth  of  water,  and  has  the  very  obvious  advantage  of  straightness.  The  ten- 
dency to  shoal  at  the  upper  end,  where  the  ebb-tide  sets  across  it  toward  the  New  Inlet,, 
has  decrea.«ed  since  the  completion  of  the  cut.  It  will  not  be  wholly  cured  till  the 
New  Inlet  is  closed.    The  flood-tide  sets  directly  through  the  channel  from  end  to  end^ 

The  work  has  been  done  by  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Fobes,  under  the  contract  dated  June 
21, 1875.    It  was  besan  August  9, 1875,  and  completed  May  13, 1876. 

The  materials  dreaged  and  removed  from  the  cut  during  the  year  amount  to  283,530 
cubic  yards,  being  mostly  mud,  with  slight  intermixture  of  sand,  compact  sand  pre- 
dominating for  about  ^  mile  at  the  upper  end.  The  cut  is  about  1^  miles  in  length.. 
There  are  no  other  symptoms  of  deterioration.  ^ 

There  seems  to  be  no  material  deterioration  of  the  Bald  Head  channel  since  July  1, 
1875. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  it  since  February  1, 1876,  when  the  suction-dredge  ceased 
operations.  There  still  remains  a  good  channel  of  11  or  11^  feet  depth  at  mean  low- 
water.  It  has  moved  slightly  to  the  westward  since  February  1,  as  it  was  inclined  te 
do  before. 

The  depth  is  somewhat  variable,  as  the  bar  is  composed  of  shifting  sand. 

It  is  not  probable  that  a  reliable  and  permanent  channel  will  be  obtained  till  the 
full  effect  of  the  tidal  current  is  secured  by  closing  the  New  Inlet.  The  efficiency  of 
the  work  already  done  at  Smith's  and  Zeke's  Islands  and  the  New  Inlet,  in  improving 
the  natural  channel,  seems  already  demonstrated. 

The  suction-dredge  Woodbury  has  been  laid  up  since  February  1.  The  boiler  is  old 
and  in  bad  condition,  and  not  worth  repairing.  The  hull  is  badly  worm-eaten,  and, 
although  she  has  been  temporarily  repaired  with  l^inch  plank  sheathing  during  the' 
past  year,  it  is  not  advisable  to  put  in  a  new  boiler  without  thorough  repairs. 
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The  enffines,  pamps,  and  other  machinery  are  in  reasonably  sood  order. 

With  thorough  repairs  and  a  large  new  boiler  there  would  be  no  donbt  of  her  effi- 
ciency.   This  method  of  dredging  is  no  longer  an  experiment. 

The  beach  at  Bald  Head  has  during  the  year  gradually  worn  away  from  100  to  150 
feet  width  on  the  west  side  of  the  point. 

There  has  been  a  lar^e  accretion  of  sand  at  the  north  point,  which  is  extended  north- 
ward about  200  feet,  with  the  nsnal  hook-shape.  There  has  been  no  notable  change  at 
the  Oak  Island  shore  at  the  entrance. 

The  completion  of  the  new  Horseshoe  Channel  and  the  few  days'  work  near  Camp- 
bell's Island  secure  a  present  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water  from  Wilmington  to 
Bald  Head  Channel,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  permanence,  or  small  requirement  for  re- 
pairs. Closing  the  New  Inlet  will  assure  a  permanent  channel  at  the  entrance,  and 
the  preseryation  of  the  new  Horseshoe  Channel. 

PROBABLE  OPERATIONS  FOR  THE  COMING  FISCAL  YEAR. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  objective  result  desired  is  the  closing  of  New  Inlet. 

True  economy  inquires  that  the  full  amount  of  funds  re(|[uired  for  the  completion  of 
the  work  to  low-water  mark  should  be  made  available  during  the  year. 

If  $100, 000  or  more  be  appropriated,  I  would  recommend  its  expenditure  mostly  at 
^ew  Inlet,  in  widening  and  raising  the  foundation  already  laid,  and  extending  the 
dike  gradually  from  Zckc's  Island  and  Federal  Point  as  fast  as  the  accretions  of  sand 
will  follow,  and  cover  the  work  to  the  mean  high-water  mark,  and  deep  scouring  at 
the  end  of  the  completed  work  be  thus  avoided.  From  past  experience,  it  is  probable 
that  scouring  will  occur,  which  will  endanger  the  foundations  unless  they  are  thor- 
oughly secured  and  widened.  It  will,  therefore,  be  best  to  widen  the  foundations 
when  needed,  and  gradually  raise  the  dike  to  low- water  mark,  keeping  careful  watch 
And  record  of  effects,  so  as  to  demonstrate  the  proper  method  of  procedure. 

On  account  of  the  great  destrnctibility  of  wood  and  brush  by  worms,  it  is  considered 
best  to  form  the  dike  of  stone  (riprap)  above  the  foundation  mattresses,  giving  its 
sides  the  necessary  slopes. 

The  present  design  is  to  make  the  slope  on  the  sea-side  2  horizontal  to  I  vertical, 
and  1  to  1  on  the  river-side,  and  the  top  width  16  feet  at  low-water.  It  is  estimated 
that  62,000  cubic  yards  of  stone  will  be  required  in  widening  and  securing  the  founda- 
tion and  raising  the  dike  to  low-water  mark. 

At  least  16,000  cubic  yards  of  stone  will  be  required  to  raise  the  dike  to  3  feet  above 
bigh-water  mark,  the  amount  depending  on  the  accretion  of  sand,  which  may  be  ex- 
pected to  give  security  to  the  work  as  its  completion  proceeds. 

The  prospect  of  accretion  is  much  better  on  the  sea-side  than  on  the  other  side, 
which  will  be  exposed  to  tidal  currents  not'likely  to  leave  deposits,  excepting  for  a  short 
•distance  at  each  end.  Deposits  may  be  encouraged  by  inexpensive  perpendicular  jet- 
ties, as  before  suggested.  While  the  new  inlet  is  being  closed  the  operations  of  nature 
should  be  assisted  in  closing  the  channel  at  the  month  of  the  river. 

I  would  recommend  putting  the  suction-dredge  Woodbury  in  thorough  repair,  and  in 
operation  on  the  Bald  Head  Channel. 

Careful  surveys  and  examinations  of  the  New  Inlet  work  and  vicinity,  and  also  of  the 
new  Horseshoe  Channel  and  the  bars  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  will  be  continued. 

A  series  of  stmultaneons  tidal  observations  at  several  points  in  the  river,  including 
Bald  Hesad,  Smithville,  Snow's  Marsh,  Zeke's  Island,  Federal  Point,  Orton  Creek,  and 
•Campbell  Island,  already  begnn,  will  be  continued. 

The  results  are  not  fully  developed.  One  purpose  is  to  make  a  record  of  present  tidal 
movements  to  compare  with  tidal  observations  which  may  be  taken  after  the  New  Inlet 
is  closed. 

A  study  of  the  few  observations  thns  far  made  proves  the  disturbing  action  of  the 
New  Inlet. 

There  is  no  regularity  as  to  the  comparative  time  of  high  and  low  water  at  Bald  Head 
and  New  Inlet.  It  varies  at  times  nearly  an  hour  each  way,  with  no  apparently  ade- 
quate cause  from  force  of  winds.    The  time  is  most  apt  to  be  simultaneous. 

The  range  of  the  tide  is  always  less  at  the  New  Inlet  than  at  the  mouth  at  Bald 
Head.  The  average  difference  so  far  observed  is  about  9  inches.  This  is  complicated 
with  the  variations  in  time,  and  the  results  are  curious  and  beyond  definite  solution 
and  computation.  , 

The  entrance-tides  are  much  the  greatest  in  bulk  and  ultimate  force,  but  meet  with 
great  disturbance  from  the  inlet. 

The  first  flood  of  the  inlet  joins  the  main  ebb  and  runs  with  great  force  around 
Zeke's  Island  toward  the  mouth,  till  met  by  the  main  flood,  which  forces  it  back  grad- 
ually till  toward  the  close  of  the  main  flood,  when  that  in  turn  runs  with  great  force 
cut  of  the  inlet  with  the  first  of  the  inlet  ebb,  while  the  main  flood  is  still  flowing  past 
■ftud  above.    In  this  case  the  currents  near  the  central  portion  of  the  apron  are  north- 
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ward  and  nearly  parallel  to  it,  sometimes  crossing  it  near  Zeke's  Island,  and  recross- 
ing  toward  Federal  Point. 

When  the  main  onrrent  turns,  this  state  of  things  is  to  some  extent  reversed,  and 
the  currents  along  the  apron  are  southerly. 

At  nearly  all  stages  of  the  tide  there  is  a  rush  of  water  in  or  out  of  the  inlet  of  Vari- 
ous  velocity,  up  to  6  miles  or  more  per  hour. 

In  short,  the  effect  of  the  New  Inlet  is  to  retard  and  then  empty  a  portion  of  th& 
main  flood,  and  thus  prevent  its  filling  the  reservoir,  and  also  in  a  similar  manner  to 
retard  the  main  ebh  and  add  to  its  volume  at  the  critical  time  of  meeting  the  main 
flood  from  the  mouth. 

These  effects  more  than  counterbalance  the  aid  of  the  inward  and  outward  flow  at 
the  inlet,  in  filling  and  emptying  the  reservoir. 

From  a  study  of  the  observations  thus  far  made  and  recorded,  and  very  frequent 
personal  observation  of  the  tidal  motions  at  the  inlet,  and  from  nast  experience,  ob- 
servation, and  study  of  tidal  movement,  I  believe  that  after  the  New  Inlet  is  closed,, 
the  range  of  the  tides  will  be  as  great  at  Federal  Point  and  for  some  distance  above  as  at 
Bald  Head.  Thus  theltidal  reservoir  will  be  greatly  increased  b)r  the  increase  of  range, 
and  this,  together  .with  the  large  amount  of  water  now  flowing  in  and  out  at  the' 
inlet,  will  be  added  to  the  scouring  power  at  the  mouth. 

I  will  annex  a  diagram  exhibiting  graphically  the  results  of  simultaneous  observa- 
tions made  June  21, 1876.  The  effect  of  the  New  Inlet,  which  is  directly  opposite 
Snow's  Marsh,  is  apparent  from  the  diagrams.  I  will  also  annex  a  table  of  simultaneoua 
observations,  extending  over  portions  of  several  days. 

The  zero  of  the  several  gauges  is  placed  approximately  at  one  level  by  a  study  of 
tidal  movement. 

The  following  are  estimates  for  the  expenditure  of  appropriations  of  $100,000,. 
§150,000,  and  $200,000.    It  is  hoped  that  the  larger  appropriation  will  be  granted. 

Estimate  for  escpenditure  of  $100,000. 

Repairs  on  suction-dredge  Woodbury $12,000* 

Operation  of  same  8  months 6,000 

Widening  foundations  with  mattresses  at  New  Inlet 6,  OOO 

24,000  cubic  yards  stone  for  filling  mattresses,  $2.75 66,  OOO 

Surveys,  superintendence,  and  contingencies 8,000 

Total 100,000 

Estimate  for  eai^penditure  of  $150,000. 

Repairs  of  suction-dredge  Woodbury 12,000 

Operation  of  same  8  months 8,000 

Widening  foundations  with  mattresses  at  New  Inlet « 6, 000 

42,000  cubic  yards  stone  filling  mattresses  $2.75 115, 500 

Surveys,  superintendence,  ana  contingencies 8,500 

Total 150,000 

Estimate  for  expenditure  of  $200,000. 

Repairs  of  suction-dredge  Woodbury 12,000 

Operation  of  same  8  months 8,000 

Widening  foundations  with  mattresses  at  New  Inlet 6,  OOO 

60,000  cubic  yards  stone  filling  mattresses,  $2.75 165,000 

Surveys,  superintendence,  and  contingencies 9,000 

Total 200,000 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  Bacon, 

Assistant 
Maj.  Wm.  p.  Craiohill, 

Carps  of  Engineers,  U,  8,  A, 
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Simultaneotu  tidal  olaervaUons,  June  20, 1876,  Cape  Feair  River,  North  Carolina, 
The  sero  of  each  of  the  gaagea  is  approximately  at  the  same  level. 


Time. 

s 

1 

1 

•d 

1 

• 

1 

i 

1 

10.00  a.  m 

0.25 

0. 15 

0.00 

-0.20 

-0.30 

-0.35 

-0.35 

-0.35 

-0.15 

-fO.05 

0.30 

0.65 

0.95 

1.30 

La's 

2.00 
2L50 
2.90 
3.40 
3.80 
4.10 
4.50 
4.80 
5.20 
5.50 
5.70 
5.90 
6.10 
6.20 
&25 
6.30 
6.40 
6.30. 

aio' 

0.70 

0.40 

0.30 

0.10 

0.00 

-0.10 

-0.15 

-0.20 

-0.15 

-0.00 

+0.20 

0.50 

0.70 

1.40 

1.00 
0.85 
0.70 
0.45 
0.40 
0.30 
0.20 
0.12 
0.12 
0.30 
0.45 
0.60 
0.75 
0.95 
1.10 
1.40 
1.70 
2.00 
2.20 

1.15 
0.95 
0.80 
0.60 

a50 

0.40 
0.25 
0.20 
0.15 
0.12 
0.10 
0.15 
0.30 
0.55 
0.95 
1.30 
1.60 
2.00 
2.30 
2.70 
a  10 
3.45 

a80 

4.15 
4.40 
4.70 
4.90 
5.05 
5.30 
5.50 
5.  to 
5.80 
5.90 
5.90 
5.85 

15aim    

30  a.  m 

1.15 
0.90 
0.80 
0.70 
0.60 
0.40 
0.30 
0.20 

45a.m 

11.00  a.  m 

15  a.  m 

30  a.  m 

1.00 

45a.m 

0  80 

12.00m 

O.TO 

15  p.  m - 

0.60 

30  p.  m 

0  50 

45  p.  m 

0.45 

1.00  p.  m 

0.40 

15  p.  m 

0.40 

30  p.  m 

1.40 
""I"  20* 

a50 

45  p.  m 

0.60 
1.00 
1.40 
1.80 
2.40 
3.00 
3.40 
3.80 
4.20 
4.60 

0.60 

2.00  p.  m 

0.80 

15  p.  m 

1  00 

30  p.  m 

2.90 

1.20 

45  p. m - 

1  40 

3.00  p.  m -  .. 

3.60 

2.90 
3.10 
3.50 
3.80 
4.10 
4.40 
4.70 
4.90 
5.10 
5.40 
5.62 
5.78 
5.86 
.     5.86 
5.70 
5.66 
5.56 

1.70 

15  p.  m 

2.10 

30  p. m, 

4.30 

2.50 

45  p.  m 

2.80 

4.00  p.  m 

5.10 

3.15 

15  p.  m 

3.50 

30  p.  m 

5.40 



5.10 
5.30 
5.60 
A70 

a  80 

45  p.  m 

4.16 

5.00  p.  m... 

5.90 
&00 
6.10 
6.20 
6.20 
6.10 
5.95 

4.40 

15  p. m 

4.70 

30  p.  m 

4.95 

45  pm     

5.80 

5.20 

6.00  p.  m 

5.40 

15  p.  m 

5.50 

30  p.  m 

3.55 

45  p.  m 

5.60 

7.00  p.  m 

5.60 

15  p.  m 

5^50 

30  p.  m 

45  p.  m 

8.00  p.  m    .     .                         .      .... 

ff*  Rbmarkb.— Weather  dear;  light  southwest  breeze  all  day. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


BEPOBT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 


319 


SimKltaneow  tidal  observations,  June  81,  1876,  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina. 
The  BOTM  of  each  gauge  are  approxiznately  at  the  same  level. 


Tizoe. 

1 

5 

i 

1 

j 

B 

el 

o 

900a.m    

2.30 

2.05 

1.70 

1.40 

1.15 

0.90 

0.60 

0.30 

0.10 

-0.10 

-0.30 

-0.35 

-0.40 

-0.45 

-0.45 

-0.35 

-0.20 

-0.00 

+0.30 

0.60 

1.00 

1.35 

1.90 

2.30 

2.70 

3.20 

3.50 

3.95 

4.30 

4.70 

5.10 

5.40 

5.65 

5.90 

6.15 

6.30 

6.40 

6.45 

6.50 

6.50 

2.80 

2.50 

2.25 

2.00 

1.70 

1.40 

1.10 

0.90 

0.60 

0.35 

0.15 

-0.10 

-0.20 

—0.30 

-0.35 

-0.40 

-0.30 

-0.10 

+0.05 

0.35 

0.60 

1.00 

1.40 

1.90 

2.30 

2.70 

3.00 

a  35 

3.80 

4.20 

4.50 

4.90 

5.10 

5.40 

5.60 

5.90 

6.00 

2.90 
2.60 
2.35 
2.15 
1.90 
1.70 
1.45 
1.20 
1.00 
0.80 
0.60 
0.45 
0.35 
0.25 
0.15 
0.10 
0.10 
0.10 
0.10 
0.15 
0.40 
0.00 
1.30 
L65 
2.00 
2.35 
2.85 
3.15 
3.45 
3.80 
4.15 
4.45 
4.75 
4.90 
5.15 
5.35 
5.65 
5.65 
5.70 
5.75 

8.90 
2.50 
2.30 
2.00 
1.90 
1.70 
1.40 
1.20 
+0.90 
0.60 
0.40 
0.30 
0.20 

3.45 
3.25 

aoo 

2.80 
2.60 
8.35 
2.15 
2.00 
1.82 
1.62 
1.50 
1.35 
1.20 
1.10 
1.00 
O.a') 
0.75 
0.65 
0.58 
0.50 
0.45 
a  40 
0.45 
0.60 
0.80 
1. 10 
L40 
1.70 
2.00 
2.35 
2.65 
2.92 
3.32 
3.65 
3.95 
4.35 

15  a.  m. -•«.- - 

30  a.  m y 

3.40 

45a.m    

10.00  a.  m 

3.00 

15a.in 

aOapin 

2.60 

45a.iii 

11.00  a.  m 

2.15 

15a.m 

30  a.  m 

1.85 

45  a.  m 

12.00in    

1.60 

15p.in 

30  p.  m 

0.10 
0.00 
0.00 
0.20 
0.20 
a50 
0.60 
0.90 
1.20 
1.50 
1.80 
8.30 
2.50 
2.80 
3.10 
3.00 
3.80 
4.10 
4.40 
4.70 
4.90 
5.10 
5.50 
5.60 
5.80 
5.95 

1.40 

45p.in    

1  ,00   P-TO    Tr.TT.....,rT-r-r r.....    ..t- 

1.25 

15  p.  m 

30  p.  m         .............•.••..>...  . 

0.90 

45  p.  m 

8.00  p.  m 

0.70 

15  p.  m 

0.65 

30  p.  m 

0.65 

45  p.  m I 

0.70 

■3.00  p.  m. 

0.70 

15  p.  m 

30  p.  Ill 

^■""'6."86 

45  p.  m 

1.20 

4.00  D. ni 

1.50 

15  p.  ID 

1  85 

30  p.  m 

2.30 

45  pm    ........     ....             ..... 

2.75 

505  p.  m  ............................... 

3  00 

15  p.  m 

3.30 

30  p.  m .-..- 

3.60 

45   p.   n*         -...-T-TT rr T--T-».- 

€.00  p.  m.... 

4.30 

15p.  m.... 

30  p  in     .........................  .. 

6.35 
6.40 

4  80 

45p.  m.... 

5.25 

7  00  p  m           

15    p.    in               -..-.. T-r..rx.ir«-             T. 

6.30 
6.20 

6.40 
6.35 

6.10 
6.00 

5.60 

30    p.    in      ......«*^.T.'.Tr..-..rT««...TTT.. 

5.70 

45  p.  m.... 

5.75 

8.00  p.  m..... 

5.70 

Bemarks.— Weather  clear,  light  northweet  wind  a.  m. ;  moderate  eonthwest  wind  all  p.  m. 
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Simultaneous  tidal  ohservatiotu,  Cape  Fear  Biver,  Xorth  Carolinaj  June  22,  1876. 
Zero  at  the  sereral  stations  approximately  at  one  level. 


Time. 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

6.45a.m 

4.80 

4.00 

4.80 

4.70 

4.65 

4.55 

4.30 

4.10 

3.80 

3.45 

3.15 

2.80 

2.50 

2.20 

L90 

1.50 

1.30 

1.10 

1.80 

0.55 

0.30 

0.10 

-a  05 

—0.20 

-0.35 

-a  45 

-0.50 

—0.55 

—0.45 

-0.20 

4-0.30 

0.70 

0.90 

1.10 

1.60 

2.00 

2.40 

2.80 

3.90 

3.70 

4.10 

4.40 

4.70 
4.80 
4.60 

7.00a.m 

4.40 
4.40 
4.40 
4.30 
4.20 
4.10 
a90 

'"a  to' 

**"8.'26* 
3.10 
2.TO 
2.30 

1.70 
1.50 
1.30 
1.20 
1.10 

aoo 

0.80 
0.60 

a5o 
a4o 

0.30 
0.10 
0.00 
0.00 

aoo 

0.10 
0.40 
0.60 
0.80 
1.10 
1.60 
2.20 
2.70 
3.30 

4.30 
4.50 
4.50 
4.40 
4.30 
4.20 
4.10 
3.90 
3.70 
a40 
3.20 
3.00 
2.TO 
2.35 
2.10 
2.00 
L90 
1.50 
1.90 
LOO 
0.70 

'"©.'so 

0.12 
0.12 
0.10 
—0.10 
-0.04 
4-0.10 
0.20 
0.40 
0.60 
0.70 
1.05 
1.30 
1.55 
1.80 
2.10 
2.40 
2.70 
3.05 

"i'io" 

3.90 
3.TO 
3.50 
3.30 
3.10 
2.90 
2.70 
2.50 
2.30 
2.10 
1.90 
1.70 
1.50 
L35 
1.20 
L15 
1.05 
0.95 

aso 

0.70 
0.60 
a50 

a4o 

0.35 
0.35 

a40 
a6o 
a  75 

L20 
1.60 
1.90 
2.20 

3.50 

15  a.  m 

3.75 

30a.m 

4.00 

45a.m 

4.70 
4.60 
4.45 
4.30 

4.45 
4.40 
4.30 
4.20 
4.10 
3.87 
3.72 
3.55 
3.37 
3.15 
2.90 
2.70 
2.47 
2.22 
2.00 
1.86 
1,60 
1.35 
1.15 
0.97 
0.80 
0.60 
0.47 
a30 

a» 

0.15 
0.10 
0.07 
0.05 
0.05 
0.05 
0.10 
0.35 
0.75 
1.15 
1.45 
1.75 
2.10 

4.90 

&00a.m 

4.35 

15a.m 

4.40 

30  a.  m 

4.45 

45  a.  m 

4.45 

9.00a.m 

3.75 

4.35> 

15aim 

30  a.  m f 

3.10 

4.0O 

45  a.  m 

10. 10  a.  m 

2.70 

3.70 

15  a.  m 

30  a.m 

2.10 

3.35 

45  A.  m 

11. 00  a.  m 

L60 

2.95 

15  a.  m 

30  a.  m 

1.10 

2.60 

45  a.  m 

12.00  m 

0.60 

2.20 

15p.  m. ..................... ........ 

30  p.  m...... 

0.00 

1.90 

45  p.  m. 

1. 00  p.  m. 

-0.30 

"'Hi',  40 

—0.20 
4-0.10 
0.50 
LOtf 
1.40 
1.60 

1.60 

15  p.m. 

30  p.m........ 

LSD 

45  p.m. ................. ............ 

8.00  p. m 

i.i6 

15  p.  m. 

30  p.  m 

0.90 

45  p.  m.. 

3. 00  p.m.. 

aTS 

15  p.m  .............................. 

30  p.  m 

aeo 

45  p.  m 

a55 

4.00p.  m 

2.30 

a55 

15i>.m 

a70 

zX*^ 

30  p. m 

3.10 

0.90 

45  p.  m 

1.10 

5.00  p.m..... 

^'60 

L40 

•High water 8  p.m.,  6.40. 


Bkmarks.— Weather  dear:  llffht  northwest  wind  a.m.  and  li^t  soathwe8tp.m 
Snow's  Marsh  is  at  the  nortnerly  sluice, 
feet  from  Woodbury  wharf. 


_  ^_         The  station  at 

The  station  at  Zeke's  island  is  at  the  old  works,  about  40O 
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Simultaneous  tidal  observations,  June  23,  1876,  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina, 


Time. 

i 

V 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7. 45a.m 

4.85 
4.90 
5.00 
4.90 
4.85 
4.70 
4.40 
4.10 
3.85 
3.55 
3.  SO 
8.90 
2.60 
3.25 
1.90 
1.60 
1.35 
1.00 
0.80 
0.60 
0.40 
0.15 
0.00 

-o.ao 

-0.30 

-0.40 

-0.55 

-0.40 

-0.80 

-0. 10 

+0.10 

0.40 

0.75 

1.10 

1.50 

3.00 

3.40 

3.80 

3.80 

3.70 

4.10 

4.65 

4.70 
4.75 
4.80 
4.90 
4.90 
4.70 

"*4.'35* 

4.30 
4.40 
4.50 
4.50 
4.40 
4.30 
4.80 
4.10 
3.90 
3.65 
3.45 
.3.25 

4.20 
4.30 
4.40 
4.50 
4.50 
4.40 
4.30 
4.20 
4.00 

aso 

3.45 
3.20 
3.00 
2.80 
2.40 
2.10 
1.95 
1.80 

3.35 

8.00a.in 

.175 

15  a.  m 

4.00 

30  a.  m 

4.25 

45a.iD 

4.52 
4.50 
4.35 
4.25 
4.10 
3.92 
3.72 
3  55 
3.40 
3.20 
2.92 
2.70 
2.50 
3.30 
3.05 
1.85 
1.62 
1.40 
1.20 
1. 00 
0.82 
0.65 
0.50 
0.37 
0.25 
0.20 
0.10 
0.07 
0.05 
0.07 
0.15 
0.40 
0.80 
1.15 
1,47 
1.80 
8.10 
2.45 

4  35 

9.00a.m 

4.45 

15  a.  m 

4.  45 

30  a.  m 

4.45 

45&ni - 

4.30 

ia00a.m 

3.75 

"aso" 

4  25 

15  a.  m 

3.90 

30  a.  m 

3.40 

45  a.  m 

a60 

lL0Oa.m 

2.70 

8.80 

3.40 

ISapin 

3.10 

30a.iD 

8.30 

52.90 

45  a.  m 

2.70 

IS.  00  m 

1.75 

1.95 
1.70 
1.60 
1.40 
1.30 
LIO 
LOO 
0.60 
0.70 
0.60 
0.45 
0.30 
0.20 
0.10 
0.05 
0.10 
0.20 
0.40 
0.60 
0.90 
1.15 
1.80 
2:30 
2.90 
2.30 

2.50 

15  p.  m 

2.30 

30  p.  m 

1.15 

1.80 
1.00 
0.70 
0.50 
0.40 
0.30 
0.20 
0.15 
0.01 
0.00 
0.00 
0.10 
0.40 
0.55 
0.90 
1.10 
1.30 
1.53 
1.90 
2.30 
2.60 
2.90 
3.25 

2.10 

45  p.  m 

1.90 

l.OOp.  m 

0.60 

1.70 

15  p.  ID 

1  55 

30pum 

■"aos" 

-0.05 
-0.80 
-0.40 
-0.45 
-0.40 
-0.90 
-0.00 
+0.30 

L40 

45pum 

1.80 

lL00p.m 

1.10 

15  p.  m 

1.00 

30  p.  in 

0.95 

45  p.  m 

0.80 

3.00  p.m 

15D.m 

0.70 
0.60 

30  p.m.... 

0.50 

45  p.  m 

0.45 

4.00p^m... 1.  .....  ...... 

0.80 

0.40 

15  p.  m 

0.40 

30  p. m 

1.50 

0.50 

4.5  p.m 

0.75 

5u0(»p.m 

8.30 

0.90 

15  p.  m 

1.80 

30p.m 

1.50 

45  p.  m 

1.85 

6L00p.m .« 

4.30 

8.85 

« 

Bemabks.— Clear  weather ;  calm  moderate  southwest  breeze  p.  m.   Observations  are  recorded  in  feet 
and  hundredths  above  and  below  the  sero  of  the  several  gauges. 


HISTORICAL  SKBTCH  OF  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR  RIVER  BELOW  THE  CITY 

OF  WILMINGTON,  N.  C. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  1, 1876. 

Sir  :  The  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  at  one  time  formed  one  of  the  finest  en- 
trances on  the  South  Atlantic  Coast.  As  a  harbor  of  refuge,  it  was  and  still  is,  for  a 
certain  class  of  vessels,  of  great  impNortance.  Located,  as  it  is,  on  a  portion  of  the  coast 
which  is  subject  to  severe  gales,  it  is  the  only  harbor  accessible  to  deep-draught  ves- 
sels between  the  ports  of  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  Charleston,  S.  C. 

The  Cape  Fear  Kiver  and  its  principal  tributaries  flow  through  a  section  of  country 
abounding  in  iron,  copper,  and  other  metals,  and  lar^e  deposits  of  bituminous  coal  of 
superior  quality  are  found.  The  immense  forests  of  pine  furnish  an  almost  inexhaust- 
ib^  quantity  of  exceUent  timber  and  naval  stores ;  the  latter  form  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  export,  and  are  always  in  demand  from  all  quarters  of  the  world. 

The  advantages  of  the  Cape  Fear  as  a  site  for  a  proposed  naval  coaling-station  have 
often  been  mentioned. 

The  attention  of  settlers  was  drawn  to  this  region  at  an  early  day.  The  first  settle- 
ment was  made  about  the  year  1660,  by  a  band  of  emigrants  from  New  England.  They 
settled  at  a  i>oint  on  the  western  bank  of  the  river,  about  9  miles  below  the  site  of  the 
city  of  Wilmington.  The  country  did  not  realize  their  expectations,  and,  after  suffer- 
ing gTQAt  distress  and  being  harassed  by  Indians,  they  abandoned  the  settlement  and 
returned  to  New  England.  The  next  attempt  at  a  settlement  on  the  Cape  Fear  also 
proved  a  failure,  although  it  was  not  as  short-lived  as  the  first  colony,  and  at  one 
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time,  it  is  said,  nnmbered  800  people.  This  second  band  of  emigraats  came  from  the 
Barbadoes,  and  settled  in  16()5  at  the  point  formerly  occupied  by  the  New  Englanders. 
This  colony  gradually  dwindled  away,  many  of  the  colonists  going  farther  south  and 
settling  portions  of  what  is  now  Sonth  Carolina,  until  about  the  year  1690,  when  the 
settlement  was  entirely  abandoned. 

The  date  ot  the  third  attempt  at  a  settlement,  and  the  one  which  finally  proved  per- 
manent, is  not  exactly  known.  It  must  have  been  during  the  very  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  if  not  before  the  close  of  the  seventeenth,  for  we  read  in  detail  of 
the  Indian  wars  on  the  Cape  Fear  River  during  the  years  1711-'13. 

The  old  town  of  Brunswick,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  about  15  miles  below  the 
site  of  the  city  of  Wilmington,  was  laid  out  in  the  year  1725.  About  five  years  later  a 
settlement  sprang  up  at  the  site  of  the  city  of  Wilmington,  and  was  at  first  called 
New  Liverpool.  In  1735  its  name  was  changed  to  ''  Newton  f  and  in  17.39  it  received 
the  name  which  it  bears  to-day. 

Wilmington  soon  became  a  rival  of  the  older  town  of  Brunswick,  and  gaining  su- 
premacy, finally  entirely  absorbed  the  latter. 

The  relics  of  Brunswick  are  still  to  be  seen  in  the  shape  of  a  desolate  grave-yard,  and 
the  brick  walls  of  an  old  church. 

While  these  details  have  no  direct  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  the  improvement  of 
the  river,  yet  they  go  to  show  us  that  we  need  not  expect  to  find  on  record  any  very 
definite  information  about  the  condition  of  the  river,  its  depth,  &c.,  during  these  early 
days. 

A  half  century  bad  been  spent  in  fruitless  attempts  to  make  a  permanent  settlement 
of  the  country  ;  and  afterward,  when  a  colony  was  finally  established,  the  attention  of 
the  colonists  was  probably  too  much  taken  up  by  Indian  wars  and  other  difficulties  to 
allow  them  to  go  into  particulars  about  a  matter  of  which  they  probably  cared  little, 
so  long  as  they  had  water  enough  and  to  spare  for  their  primitive  necessities. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  during  these  early  days  vessels  drawing 
as  much  as  19  or  20  feet  of  water  could  readily  pass  into  the  Cape  Fear  River  at  higb- 
TVater. 

From  the  earliest  information  (in  any  way  reliable)  to  be  had  on  the  subject,  there 
was  a  depth  of  14  feet  of  water  at  low-tide  upon  what  is  now  known  as  the  Eastern 
or  Bald  Head  Channel.  This  is  from  the  map  of  a  survey  made  by  Edward  Mosely,  in 
the  year  1733. 

The  same  map  indicates  a  depth  of  9  feet  in  the  present  Western  or  Oak  Island  Chan- 
nel. Five  years  later  Woimble's  chart  of  North  Carolina  was  published.  But  few 
soundings  appear  on  this  map ;  but  the  printed  sailing  directions  give  3^  fathoms  on 
the  main  bar  at  high- water.  This  would  call  for  16^  feet  at  low- water.  Nine  feet  is 
shown  on  the  rip  or  inner  bar  of  the  Western  Channel,  presumably  at  low-water.  Up 
to  this  time  New  Inlet  had  no  existence.  The  next  map  to  be  found  is  one  by  Captain 
Collet,  colonial  governor  of  Fort  Johnston.  The  date  on  the  map  is  indistinct,  bat 
is  believed  to  be  1774.  It  states  that  it  was  made  from  actual  surveys,  and  upon  it 
appears  the  New  Inlet.  No  soundings  are  given  either  at  the  inlet  or  at  the  old  month 
ot  the  river.  The  inlet  had,  however,  been  in  existence  some  years  prior  to  the  publi- 
cation of  this  mai>.  The  traditions  of  the  country  give  the  year  1762  as  the  date  of 
the  opening  of  the  inlet.  An  article  published  in  the  London  Magazine,  December,  1761, 
gives  an  account  of  a  violent  equinoctial  storm,  which  commenced  September  20, 1761, 
and  lasted  four  days,  during  which  the  sea  made  a  breach  16  feet  deep  at  high- water, 
and  nearly  half  a  mile  wide,  through  the  outer  beach,  at  a  place  called  the  **  haul-over." 
This  was  no  doubt  at  the  present  site  of  the  inlet.  The  locality  probably  derived  its 
name  from  the  practice  of  the  pilots  and  fishermen  of  hauling  tneir  boats  over  the 
narrow  shingle-beach  separating  the  river  from  the  ocean.  This  practice,  no  doubt, 
denuded  the  beach  of  its  scant  vegetation,  and  perhaps,  under  the  action  of  winds, 
even  lowered  the  level  of  the  beach  at  this  point.  Tradition  says  the  famous  storm, 
referred  to  above  was  a  "dry  blow,"  and  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that  under  such  circum- 
stances a  depression  might  soon  be  made  in  the  dry  sand  sufficient  to  permit  of  the 
trickling  through  of  water  from  the  river  to  the  sea.  At  the  epoch  of  high  water  on 
the  river-side  of  the  beach,  the  tide  on  the  outside  had  been  falling  for  over  an  hour, 
and,  with  this  difference  of  level,  the  trickling  stream  would  soon  deepen  and  widen, 
until  a  serious  breach  had  been  established. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  action  of  the  waves  upon  the  outer  beach  had  anything  to 
do  with  making  the  opening;  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  action  would  tend  rather  to 
restore  and  maintain  the  beach.  It  is  proper  to  state  in  this  connection  that  the  tide 
at  the  New  Inlet  is  some  25  minutes  earlier  than  at  the  old  mouth  of  the  river,  it  being 
delayed  at  the  latter  point  by  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals,  extending  out  some  20  miles  to 
sea  from  Cape  Fear.  This  state  of  affairs  explains  why  (before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  inlet)  so  great  a  difi'erence  of  level  existed  between  the  water  inside  and  the  water 
outside  the  beach. 

Since  the  breaking  ont  of  the  inlet,  an  equally  anomalous  result  follows  from  the 
same  cause,  in  this,  that  the  water  commences  running  ont  of  the  inlet  long  before  the 
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lod  oeaaes  to  come  in  at  the  old  month.  Consequently,  during  tlio  early  stage  of  ebb- 
if  at  the  iMUtj  the  water  running  up  the  river,  passes  out  at  tho  inlot  for  a  certain 
me,  ornntil  the  influeDoe  of  the  later  ebh  at  the  old  month  can  ho  felt  above.  This 
ibject  will  be  toacbed  npon  again  in  connection  with  remarks  upon  the  formation  of 
w  -  Horseshoe  8hoal ;"  it  is  sufiScient  for  our  purpose  at  present  to  merely  state  that 
M condition  of  the  tides  adds  greatly  to  the  quantity  of  wati*r  passing  out  of  the 
let,  and  to  the  resulting  sconr  ;  and  is  no  doubt  the  principal  reason  why  the  New 
ilet  has  proved  more  stable  and  unshiiling  in  its  character  than  most  of  the  other 
■meroas  inlets  on  the  North  Carolina  coast.  In  the  statement  quoted  above  from  the 
Mdon  Magazine,  (December,  1761,)  which  says  that  the  breach  at  the  "haulover" 
»•  1*<  feet  in  depth  at  high-water,  there  seems  certainly  to  be  an  exaggeration.  At 
3  events,  there  seems  to  be  good  authority  for  saying  that  for  some  years  the  inlet 
IB  fbrdable.  A  road  passed  over  the  site  of  the  inlet,  communicating  with  the  set- 
cment  at  or  near  Bald  Head,  and  there  are  reliable  people  now  living  who  have 
aaid  *'old  folks''  say  that  they  had  crossed  the  inlet  in  buggies.  The  next  oldest 
taps  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  were  published  in  1794.  Of  these  there  are  2 :  1  by 
kpt.  H.  Holland,  the  other  by  Henry  Mouzen  ''  and  others.''  At  this  time  the  New 
iiet  had  been  in  existence  over  30  years,  and  its  effects  npon  the  main  bar  were  very 
Mnifest.  Upon  both  these  maps  are  printed  the  words  "  10  feet  bar  at  low- water." 
it  the  rip  (Oak  Island  channel)  6  feet  are  given  at  low-water.  The  New  Inlet  ap- 
nn,  hot  no  soandiD^  are  given.  Next  we  have  a  "  Slcetch  of  Cape  Fear  River  and 
■tnnoe,  as  sarveyed  in  17fl^  by  Joshua  Potts."  This  map  shows  soundings  at  low- 
mer  as  follows  :  Main  bar,  15  feet ;  rip  of  western  channel,  3  feet ;  New  Inlet  Bar,  6 
let.  Upon  this  map  appears  for  the  first  time  printed  sailing-directions  for  entering 
htt  Kew  Inlet.  This  depth  on  the  inlet  bar  is  nearly  as  much  (within  18  inches)  as  \s 
•  b«  foond  at  the  present  day.  If  the  maps  of  1794  and  1797  are  t>o  be  relied  upon,  we 
tt  that  dorins  the  3  years  the  main  bar  deepened  5  feet,  and,  as  if  to  partially  compen- 
tte  for  this,  the  rip  of  the  Oak  Island  channel  shoaled  3  feet. 

h  1680,  according  to  Major  Kearney,  Topographical  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  there  was  at 
tttn  bar  only  9  feet  of  water,  at  rip  6  feet,  at  Kew  Inlet  no  soundings  given.  Three 
fmn  later,  Mr.  Hamilton  Fulton,  State  engineer  of  North  Carolina,  reports  that  "  a 
pBobtble  change  has  taken  place  on  the  main  bar,"  and  that  "  in  the  course  of  18 
BMths  the  depth  of  water  has  increased  2  feet,"  also  that  '*  no  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  the  depth  of  water  at  New  Inlet." 

In  1839,  Lieutenant-Commander  Glynn,  U.  S.  N.,  made  a  survey  of  the  entrances  to 
Ibe  Cape  Fear  River  and  gives  the  following  depths :  Eastern  bar,  8  feet ;  rip  of  western 
ibnoel,  9  feet ;  New  Inlet,  10  feet. 

h  It&l,  Lieutenant  Mafflt,  U.  S.  N.,  gives  the  following  depths :  Eastern  bar,  8  feet ; 
rip  of  wQBtem  chaimel,  7  feet :  New  hnet,  8  feet. 

Htboagh  the  map  of  1851  snows  the  same  depth  on  the  main  bar  as  is  shown  on  the 
■apof  1^,  yet  a  comparison  of  the  2  maps  shows  that  serious  chauges  took  place 
inring  this  inter^'-al  of  12  years  between  the  publication  of  the  2  maps  in  question — 
Ike  tsMtern  bar  had  more  than  donbled  its  width,  and,  in  addition,  had  become  more 
tortooQB.    We  also  find  that  Bald  Head  Point  had  worn  away  considerably. 

PreTioQs  to  the  year  18&3,  no  work  for  the  improvement  of  the  entrances  to  the  Cape 
Feu*  River  had  been  attempted.  A  large  amount  had  been  expended  upon  the  im- 
pcoTciDf nt  of  the  upper  river  near  Campbell's  Island,  and  between  that  point  and  the 
city  of  Wilmington.  This  work  was  commenced  by  the  State  government  in  1823,  and 
Vtt  eootiDned  nntll  1829,  when  it  was  taken  up  by  the  United  States  Ck>vernment  and 
eoDtinaed  until  the  year  1838.  This  work  will  be  referred  to  again  in  connection  with 
■m  leeent  operations  by  the  Oeneral  Government  in  the  same  vicinity. 

la  1853  a  commiasion,  consisting  of  Prof.  A.  D.  Baohe,  Superintendent  United  States 

Cmi  Sorvey ;  Lieat.  C.  A.  Davis,  United  States  Navy ;  Capt.  D.  P.  Woodbury,  United 

BtatoB  Engineers ;  and  M^j.  I.  I.  Stephens,  United  States  Efngineers,  was  appointed  to 

npoft  npon  the  improvement  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  at  and  below  Wilmington.    This 

npnt  was  submitted  on  March  30,  1853.    The  conclusions  to  which  the  commission 

imved,  and  the  recommendations  made  by  them,  as  well  as  the  report  thereon  of  the 

Bond  of  River  and  Harbor  Improvements,  will  be  found  in  a  paper  prepared  by  the 

lite  Lieat.  Col.  J.  G.  Foster,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  printed  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 

^Kanaeen  for  the  year  1873,  pages  804-815.    In  brief,  it  was  proposed  to  protect 

BiW  Head  Point  from  farther  abrasion  by  the  construction  of  jetties  to  close  2 

MBiU  openings  through  the  narrow  beach  of  Smith's  Island,  near  and  below  the  New 

»i«^  wd  to  constroct  a  jetty  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Zeke's  Island,  the  latter 

to  pKTeat  the  New  Inlet  from  extending  farther  south.    These  plans  having  met  with 

"•WWTal  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Army  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  Capt.  D.  P. 

^^wiiy,  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  work.    During 

UK  following  summer  (1853)  Captain  Woodburv  commenced  operations  at  Bald  Head 

nNQk  The  main  work  consisted  of  2  stone  jetties,  the  one  300  feet  in  length  and 

P^^P^icnbr  to  the  outer  beach  ;  the  other  100  feet  in  length,  running  also  from  the 

wier  ibore,  bnt  starting  from  nearer  the  point.    A  pile  wharf  was  also  constructed ; 
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grillages  of  palmetto^  loaded  with  stone,  were  sunk  between  the  piles.  The  beach  ou 
one  Bide  of  the  railroad  from  the  wharf -to  the  jetties  was  also  strengthened  by  means 
of  a  row  of  large  stones.  A  line  of  brush  fence,  about  500  ;ards  long,  was  also  built 
parallel  to  the  outer  shores.  The  next  season  (spring  of  1^54)  Captain  Woodbury 
commenced  the  construction  of  a  line  of  railroad  running  from  the  northern  extremity 
of  Zeke's  Island  to  connect  with  the  proposed  dikes  for  closing  the  small  inlets  through 
Smith's  Island  beach.  One  branch  of  the  road  also  ran  along  the  New  Inlet  shore  of 
2eke's  Island  to  supply  stone  for  the  construction  of  the  proposed  jetties  along  that 
shore;  at  the  northern  terminus  of  this  railroad  a  wharf  was  built  for  the  landing  of 
stone. 

During  the  summer  of  1854,  the  more  northern  of  the  small  inlets  was  partially 
closed  ;  but  a  storm  in  September  of  that  year  enlarged  it  to  about  double  its  previ- 
ous width,  besides  increasing  its  depth  considerably.  Later  in  the  fall  the  sand 
between  the  2  inlets  was  washed  away,  and  the  2  became  1  inlet  2,300  feet  in 
width,  and  in  places,  it  is  said,  12  feet  in  depth.  During  the  next  season,  however, 
(1855,)  the  railroad  was  extended,  and  a  grillage  loaded  with  stone  was  sunk  entirely 
across  this  enlarged  opening.  The  opening  was  thus  contracted  to  about  700  feet  in 
width  at  low-water.  The  short  jetties  from  the  shore  of  Zeke's  Island  were  built,  and 
the  jetties  at  Bald  Head  were  extended.  These  Bald  Head  jetties  had  been  commenced 
(as  stated  above)  2  years  previously.  As  they  were  extended,  the  sand  accumulat- 
ed aroupd  them  with  rapidity,  and  it  was  also  observed  that  as  they  were  extended, 
the  water  on  the  rip  of  the  western,  or  Oak  Island  channel,  commenced  to  improve.  In 
1855  the  water  on  the  rip  had  deepened  to  9  feet  at  low- water,  which  was  more  by  from 
1  to  2  feet  than  was  to  be  found  on  the  eastern  bar,  and  the  latter  was  abandoned  ex- 
cept by  very  light-draught  vessels.  In  1856,  the  Bald  Head  jetties  were  still  farther 
extended  by  Lieutenant  Whiting,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  was  then  in  charge,  since 
which  date  nothing  more  has  been  done  at  that  point.  It  is  understood,,  however,  that 
the  additions  to  the  jetties  in  1^55  and  1856  only  carried  them  to  the  length  proposed 
by  the  board  of  1853. 

The  work  at  the  small  inlet  through  Smith's  Island,  which,  as  stated  above,  was  in 
the  summer  of  1855  reduced  to  a  width  of  700  feet  at  low-water,  was  in  November  of 
that  year  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  a  storm.  The  work  was  replaced  by  Lieutenant 
Whiting  during  the  following  year,  1856;  sheet-piling,  brush,  sand-bags,  &c.,  being 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  work.  In  October  the  opening  is  reported  as  entirely 
closed.  During  the  same  year  the  jetties  at  Zeke's  Island  were  strengthened  by  tbe  use 
-of  additional  stone. 

On  September  1, 1857,  Col.  William  Tumbull,  Topographical  Engineers,  reports  that 
the  beacn  has  made  entirely  across  the  inlet  closed  by  Lieutenant  Whiting;  but  later 
he  reports  that  the  gale  of  September  11-13,1857,  has  almost  entirely  destroyed  the 
work  ;  that  the  breach  is  again  open  to  a  width  of  over  2,400  feet,  and  that  2  other 
breaches  have  opened  farther  south. 

In  1858  a  commission,  consisting  of  Prof.  A.  D.  Bache,  Superintendent  United  States 
Coast  Survey,  Hon.  I.  I.  Stephens,  M.  C,  Lieut.  J.  N.  Maffit,  U.  S.  N.,  Capt.  A.  A. 
Humphreys,  Topographical  Engineers,  Capt.  William  B.  Franklin,  Topographical  Engi- 
neers, and  Lieut.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C!orps  of  Engineers,  was  appointed  "  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  entrances  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,"  &c.  Their  report  was 
submitted  on  December  30,  1858,  and  the  substance  of  it  will  be  found  in  the  paper  of 
the  late  Colonel  Foster,  before  referred  to.  In  brief,  they  conclude  that  the  jetties  at 
Bald  Head  have  been  successful,  and  that  **  the  w^orks  on  Zeke's  Island  fulfilled  their 
object  until  the  occurrence  of  the  extraordinary  storm  of  September,  1857."  They  also 
believed  that  the  deepening  of  Oak  Island  channel  was  due  to  the  work.  They  there- 
fore recommended  that  the  old  works  and  jetties  at  Zeke's  Island  be  restored,  that  the 
narrow  beach  of  Smith's  Island  be  protected  by  jetties  perpendicular  to  the  shore ;  and 
finally,  if  in  the  course  of  3  years  the  main  entrance  should  not  increase  in  depth 
so  as  to  admit  vessels  of  as  great  draught  as  can  pass  up  the  river,  that  the  closing  of 
the  New  Inlet  bo  undertaken.  The  commission  requested  that  the  Coast  Survey  might 
make  a  new  survey  of  the  main  entrance.  The  result  of  the  survey  shows  the  follow- 
ing depths:  Eastern  channel,  8  feet;  rip  of  western  channel,  7  feet;  New  Inlet,  8  feet- 
On  the  chart,  2  inlets  are  shown  south  of  Zeke's  Island. 

Prom  this  time  on  through  tbe  years  of  the  late  civil  war,  and  until  5  years  after 
its  close,  nothing  more  was  done  for  the  improvement  of  the  Cape  Pear  River.  During 
this  interval,  the  bars  at  the  main  entrance  continued  to  deteriorate.  The  eastern 
channel  shoaled  up  to  less  than  7  feet,  and  the  rip  of  the  western  channel  remained  less 
than  8  feet,  although  this  channel  was  used  exclusively.  ,The  small  inlets  through 
Smith's  Island  graduallv  enlarged,  until  they  united  in  one  common  passage  over  1,400 
yards  in  width,  or  equal  to  that  of  the  New  Inlet  itself.  At  low-water  over  this  space 
there  were  to  be  seen  a  few  sand  shoals,  which  marked  the  sites  of  the  old  dividing 
ridges  between  the  small  inlets ;  and  a  few  piles  of  rock  could  be  seen,  which  were 
portions  of  the  ruins  of  the  old  works  and  the  old  jetties  which  were  once  on  the 
shores  of  Zeke's  Island.    The  depth  over  this  space  at  low- water  varied  from  0  to  over 
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H)  feet  At  the  New  Inlet,  no  great  changes  bad  taken  place,  the  same  depth  of  water 
WDaiiied  on  the  bar,  about  7^  feet,  but  the  bar  had  moved  considerably  to  the  north, 
ind  it  is  pnpposed  that  this  change  was  dne  to  the  influence  of  the  increased  volume  of 
nt<*r  coming  from  the  south  through  the  new  breaks. 

Zektrs  Island  had  worn  almost  entirely  away,  and  at  extreme  high-water  appeared  as 
Ismail  sand-spit,  just  showing  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 

It  was  while  this  state  of  affairs  existed  that  Congress,  in  1870,  appropriated  $100,000 
Ibt  the  "improving  the  Cape  Fear  River  below  Wilmington,  N.  C,"  and  Col.  J.  H. 
fopsoo.  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  work.  Colonel 
Buopson,  after  an  examination  of  the  river,  coincided  with  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
U»?^  as  to  the  necessity  of  closing  the  spaces  between  Smith's  and  Zoke's  Islands  as  the 
fast  and  most  im{)ortaut  step  of  any  further  plan  of  improvement,  and  accordingly  rec- 
gnuneoded  that  a  line  of  crib-work,  with  superstructure  brought  to  above  hitjh-water 
nark,  be  construct'ed across  the  space,  beginning  at  Smith's  Island  and  following  such 
iliseas  would  take  most  advantage  of  the  remnants  of  the  old  works.  This  recom- 
wndation  having  been  approved,  work  was  commenced  in  1870.  Colonel  Simpson 
mnaiDHl  in  charge  of  the  work  but  a  short  time,  as  on  November  7,  1870,  he  was  re- 
fcved  by  MaK  W.  P.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  has  remained  in  charge  of  the 
work  np  to  the  ]>rcseut  date. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1871,  the  crib-work,  with  superstructure  com- 
pietrd.  was  extended  a  distance  of  607  feet  from  Zoke's  Island.  This  distance  extended 
•rer  the  deepest  portion  of  the  space  between  the  islands,  and  much  difQculty  was  ex- 
pcriencHl  in  sinking  some  of  the  cribs,  owing  to  the  great  velocity  of  the  water,  which 
'Qcreativd  as  the  line  of  cribs  advanced. 

Thf  increased  velocity  of  the  water  added  so  much  to  the  scour  that  several  of  the 
crihs  pat  in  position  this  year  were  over  30  feet  in  depth. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  fiscal  year  (May,  1871)  a  Coast  Survey  party,  in  charge  of 
Ir. Charles  Junkin,  made  a  survey  of  the  old  entrance  to  the  river,  and  reported  7  feet  on 
Ike  bar  of  the  eastern  channel  and  9|  feet  on  the  rip  of  the  western  channel.  This  in- 
wease  of  depth  on  the  rip  was  very  remarkable;  the  increase  being  2  feet  since  the  work 
•QosmeDced,  an  interval  of  only  8  months.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  that 
Mi  increase  was  dne,  partly  at  least,  to  the  influence  of  the  work  already  constructed. 

Dorinj;  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1872,  the  construction  of  the  breakwater  was 
NDtinDHl,  an  appropriation  of  $75,000  having  been  made  in  March,  1871.  Thirteen 
hndrwl  and  eight  linear  feet  of  crib-work  and  completed  superstructure  were  built 
faring  the  year,  making  the  total  length  of  work  1,915  feet,  or  nearly  one-half  way 
iETOtt  to  Zeke's  Island.  All  the  deepest  water  had  now  been  crossed,  and  in  no  place 
m  idTftDce  of  tho  work  were  over  7  feet  of  water  to  be  found  at  low-tide.  During  the 
aunmerof  1^*71  a  considerable  abrasion  was  noticed  at  Bald  Head  Point,  and  in  Septem- 
Wr  of  that  year  the  shore  ends  of  the  jetties  at  that  point  were  completely  turned. 
This  indicated  that  the  volume  of  water  passing  out  the  old  month  had  increased  ma- 
terially. A  Coast  Survey  party,  in  charge  of  Mr.  W.  I.  Vinal,  was,  under  the  direction  of 
Hajor  Craighill,  engaged  during  the  following  winter  and  spring  (1672)  in  making  a 
■rreyof  the  main  entrances  to  the  river.  This  survey  demonstrated  the  fact  that  a 
fiewaod  weU-<U'ti  .tnl  i-lianuel  was  forming  at  the  eastern  entrance,  almost  in  the  exact 
P«tion  formerly  occupied  by  the  old  Bald  Head  channel. 

"Hw  feonndings  indicated  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  low-water,  entirely  across  the  bar, 
although  there  were  several  lumps  found  on  which  there  were  but  7  and  8  feet.  At 
tkis  time  the  jetties  at  Bald  Head  were  separated  from  the  shore  by  a  breach  140  yards 

In  December,  1871,  Major  Craighill  requested  that  a  Board  of  Engineers  might  be  or- 
«wl  to  consider  the  various  matters  connected  with  the  Cape  Fear  improvement. 
ifc»nlinglv,a  Board  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Lieut.  Cols.  Z.  B.  Tower,  H.  G.  Wright, 
iiri J. G.Foster,  and  Majs.  Q.  A.  Gillmore  and  W.  P.  Craighill,  all  of  the  Corps  of 
Ujnneera. 

Th« Board  met  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  January  24,  1872,  and,  after  an  examination 
w  the  river  and  works,  made  a  preliminary  rei>ort.  The  Board  met  again  at  New  York 
City  OQ  December  6, 1872. 

A  fall  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  is  printed  in  tho  Annual  Report  of  tho 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  year  1873,  pages  797-803. 

Aa  nothing  in  the  recommendation  of  this  Board  aftectod  the  continuation  of  the 
w^k water  between  Smith's  and  Zeke'slslands,  wewillgoon  with  the  operations  for  the 
**^  y*ar  ending  Jnne  30,  1873.  At  the  beginnini^  of  this  year  1,915  linear  feet  of  the 
]j[ork  had  been  completed,  and  the  space  remaining  to  Zeke's  Island  was  2,488  feet. 
Thia  entire  space  was  cribbed,  and  the  superstructure  completed  during  the  year,  the 
ajtspike  having  been  driven  on  the  30th  of  June.  Total  length  of  the  entire  work, 
A.493  feet. 

From  the  very  commencement  of  the  work  at  Smith's  Island,  a  sand-spit  somewhat 
«hove  high-water  mark  followed  along  on  the  outer  or  sea  side  of  the  work,  its  extreme 
point,  however,  always  keeping  a  little  behind  the  advanced  superstructure.    J^^or 
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'would  this  sand-epit  join  the  work  at  any  point,  bnt  followed  along  in  a  direction  gen- 
erally parallel  to  the  work,  and  at  a  distance  from  it  varying  from  40  to  200  feet 

This  left  a  water-way  along  the  work,  in  which  the  tide  rose  and  fell  with  the  tide 
of  the  inlet.  It  was  partly  supplied,  however,  by  water  which  at  certain  points  (par- 
ticularly at  the  deep  holes)  leaked  through  the  crib- work.  To  avert  any  disaster  which 
might  reclult  from  this,  and  to  encourage  the  accumulation  of  sand  on  the  outer  side 
to  protect  the  timber  from  worms,  several  useless  and  worn-out  flats  were  sunk  at  the 
narrow  points  of  this  water-way,  connecting  the  work  with  the  sand-spit.  About 
30,000  sand- bags  were  also  filled  and  deposited  along  both  sides  of  the  work.  The 
result  was  that  several  ponds  were  formed  along  the  outer  side,  which  began  rapidly 
to  fill  up  with  sand. 

As  the  superstructure  approached  completion,  the  accumulation  of  sand  became  very 
rapid,  not  only  in  the  ponds,  bnt  along  the  entire  work.  Numerous  shoals,  far  beyond 
^his  sand-spit,  also  began  to  show  themselves  at  low-water. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  work  an  attempt  was  made  to  strengthen  the  narrow 
beach  of  Smith's  Island,  to  the  south  of  the  works,  by  the  construction  of  catch-sand 
fences  filled  in  with  brush,  and  by  the  planting  and  sowing  of  the  native  beach-grass. 
These  efforts  were  continued  from  time  to  time  while  the  work  was  in  course  of  con- 
struction, and  with  tolerable  success,  many  of  the  low  places  having  been  elevated 
several  feet  above  their  original  level. 

At  the  Bald  Head  Channel,  at  the  old  mouth  of  the  river,  there  was  a  marked  change 
and  a  manifest  improvement  during  this  year.  In  May  of  this  year  (1873)  a  Coast- 
Survey  party  made  a  resurvey  of  the  channel,  and  found  fully  9  feet  of  water  entirely 
through  the  channel,  the  lumps  which  were  found  the  year  before  having  disappeared. 
Between  the  9  foot  curves  at  this  time  there  was  a  distance  of  100  yards  at  the  nar- 
rowest part. 

Before  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1874,  we  will  refer 
to  two  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Board  of  1872,  at  their  final  meeting  in  Decem- 
ber, 1872,  as  they  touch  upon  the  year's  w^ork  in  question.  The  two  recommendations 
referred  to  are  as  follows : 

"  2.  That  dredging  be  undertaken  in  the  Bald  Head  Channel  (which  seems  to  be 
opening)  as  soon  as  funds  are  available  for  that  purpose,  the  mode  and  amount  of 
dredging  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  superintending  engineer ; ''  and, 

'*  5.  'Inat  the  closing  of  New  Inlet  is  very  desirable,  and  should  be  attempted  as  soon 
as  funds  are  available ;  that,  with  this  object,  a  jetty  should  be  commenced  from  Fed- 
eral Point,  and  follow  the  shoals  in  a  general  southwesterly  direction,  as  indicated  on 
the  latest  map."    *    *    * 

In  accordance  with  the  above  .recommendations,  a  project  was  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  which  contemplated  the  construction  of  a  jetty  at 
Federal  Point, -on  the  northern  side  of  the  New  Inlet.  It  had  been  proposed  to  attempt 
some  form  of  structure  more  simple  than  crib-work,  as,  for  instance,  pile-work  filled 
with  brush  ;  but,  in  view  of  the  success  of  the  cribs  at  the  old  work,  and  in  order  to 
secure  a  good  landing  and  to  make  a  shelter  for  the  flats  and  boats  in  use  on  the  work, 
it  was  decided  to  construct  the  first  500  feet  of  the  jetty  of  cribs  similar  to  those  at 
the  old  work. 

In  anticipation  of  this  work,  quarters  had  been  built  for  the  laborers,  and  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  timber  stored  at  Federal  Point,  and  work  upon  the  jetty  commenced 
during  the  very  early  part  of  July,  (1873.)  As  the  work  progressed,  a  very  serious 
deepening  occurred  in  advance  of  the  line  of  cribs.  By  the  time  200  linear  feet  had 
been  placed.in  position,  cribs  12  feet  in  depth  were  required  where  originally  there  were 
only  6  feet  of  water;  and  when,  in  the  November  following,  the  last  crib  (completing 
the  500  feet)  was  placed  in  position,  it  was  sunk  in  19  £et  of  water;  the  original 
depth  having  been  only  6  feet.  Many  of  the  cribs  settled  rapidly  after  having  been 
put  in  position,  and  it  was  only  by  great  exertions  that  the  cribs  could  be  built  upon 
fast  enough  to  keep  them  above  low-water  mark. 

It  was  now  determined  to  go  no  further  at  present  with  the  jetty,  either  in  its  pres- 
ent or  any  modified  form  of  strncture,  but  to  wait  until  the  effects  of  the  work  should 
develop  themselves.  Meanwhile  a  project  for  continuing  the  work  at  other  points  was 
submitted  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  by  him  approved,  (December  10.)  The  project 
contemplated  an  attempt  to  remove  the  so-called  "Logs,"  or  obstructions  above  Camp- 
bell's or  *'Big  Island,"  about  11  miles  above  the  New  Inlet,  and  8  miles  below  the  city 
of  Wilmington.  Reference  ha«  already  been  made  to  certain  work  done  by  the  State 
goverumentof  North  Carolina  between  the  years  1823  and  1829.  Much  of  this  work 
was  at  the  site  of  the  shoal  known  as  the  "  Logs,"  or  in  its  immediate  vicinitj*.  The 
main  channel  formerly  passed  to  the  west  of  Campbell's  Island.  It  seems  to'  have 
been  the  idea  of  the  State  engineer  (Mr.  Fulton)  to  shut  off  this  channel  and  cause 
all  the  water  to  pass  to  the  east  of  the  island.  This  he  succeeded  in  doing  by  means 
of  a  dike  from  the  island  to  the  western  shore  of  the  river,  assisted  by  a  jetty  or  de- 
flector located  a  short  distance  above.  The  result  of  this  movement  was  to  cause  the 
river  to  seek  a  new  channel  directly  across  the  ''Logs."    It  never  succeeded  in  finding 
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or  making  over  9  feet  of  water  at  low-tide.  Capt.  Hartman  Bache,  Topographical 
Engineers,  wlio  wa*  in  charge  of  a  snrvey  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  (directed  by  Con- 
gress in  May,  1826,)  in  a  report  dated  November,  1827,  disapproves  of  the  plan  of  dhnt- 
ting  off  the  channel  to  the  westward  of  Campbell's  Island,  ont  states  that  aa  the  dike 
constracted  has  already  caused  the  formation  of  shoals  above  and  below  it,  he  deems 
it  inexpedient  to  re-open  the  channel. 

The  commission  of  1853  also  state  in  their  report  that  "the  closing  of  the  channel  west 
of  Campbell's  Island  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of 
Mr.  Falton,  was  a  mistake,  as  it  was  the  best  channel  at  that  time,  and  as  good  as  the 
present  channel  has  been  made  by  the  expenditure  of  over  $200,000." 

If,  in  1827,  the  channel  to  the  west  of  the  island  had  so  shoaled  as  to  make  it  inex- 
pedient to  re-open  it,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  its  condition  in  1874,  or  47  years  later.  For 
a  distance  of  about  3  miles  the  site  of  the  old  channel  was  occupied  by  an  immense  flat, 
with  here  and  there  a  small  pocket  to  indicate  its  old  locality. 

There  seemed  then  to  be  but  one  practicable  way  of  improving  this  portion  of  the 
river,  and  that  by  simply  cutting  a  channel-way  through  these  obstructions.  Deep  water 
(from  15  to  18  feet)  was  to  be  found  for  miles  both  above  and  below  the  shoal ;  and 
there  was  every  indication  that,  by  removing  the  obstructions,  not  only  would  the 
channel  maintain  itself  but  deepen  under  the  action  of  the  river-currents.  A  large 
dredge-boat  was  chartered,  fitted  out  with  grappling  apparatus,  and,  proceeding  to  the 
Cape  Fear,  was  engaged  at  the  "  Logs''  from  the  25th  of  March  to  the  11th  of  April, 
1874.  The  state  of  funds  available  for  the  work  prevented  a  longer  charter  of  the 
dredge ;  but  the  time  was  ample  to  demonstrate  the  feasibility  of  cutting  a  channel 
across  these  obstructions  to  any  desired  width  at  a  very  moderate  cost.  The  result  was 
one  cut  entirely  across  the  upper  portion  of  the  shoal,  or  what  was  known  as  the 
''Logs,"  (a  shoal  existed  immediat-ely  below,  and  will  be  referred  to  hereafter,)  and,  in 
addition,  a  second  cut  about  one-third  of  the  way  across,  over  the  worst  portion.  The 
locality,  it  seems  beyond  doubt,  must  have  been  at  some  time  the  site  of  a  cypress- 
swamp.  Many  cypress-stumps  were  removed,  ranging  in  diameter  from  4  to  7  feet,  to- 
gether with  thousands  of  smaller  stumps,  cypress  knees  and  roots.  But  few  logs  were 
found,  and  those  evidently  had  floated  there  from  some  other  locality.  The  stumps 
that  were  found  projecting  above  the  bed  of  the  river  were  as  sound  as  the  day  they 
grew,  and  were  battered  by  the  keels  of  vessels  which  had  been  passing  over  them  for 
the  last  50  years.  Perhaps  the  most  singular  feature  about  these  stumps  was  the  evi- 
dence that  they  had  been  eaten  off  by  the  teredo^  which,  as  is  well  known,  works  onlv 
in  the  salt  water..  This,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  water  above  Campbell's 
Island  has  been  perfectly  fresh  since  the  early  settlement  of  America,  goes  to  show  the 
great  age  of  these  stumps.  To  go  back  one  step  further,  and  remark  that  the  cypress 
can  grow  only  in  or  in  the  vicinity  of  fresh  water,  and  we  only  add  one  more  period 
o  unknown  duration  to  the  age  of  these  remarkable  stumps. 

The  project  approved  December  10, 1873,  also  contemplated  the  fitting  out  of  an  or- 
dinary steamer  as  a  suction-dredge  to  work  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  the  eastern  or 
Bald  Head  entrance. 

A  propeller  of  145  tons  l)nrden  was  purchased  for  this  purpose.  Her  dredging  ap- 
paratus consisted  of  a  9-inch  centrifugal  pump,  driven  by  a  double  oecillatiug  engine, 
(10-inch  cylinders,)  the  steam  for  the  same  being  supplied  by  the  boiler  of  the  steamer. 
The  suction-dredge  was  fitted  out  and  prepared  for  work  during  the  early  part  of 
Aprils  (1874.)  Before  she  had  made  a  fair  trial  of  her  capabilities,  she  was  called  off 
to  assist  in  towing  the  grapple-dredge  to  the  North,  and  did  not  return  to  her  proper 
station  until  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

While  the  Federal  Point  jetty  was  in  progress,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  fipcal 
year,  manifest  changes  were  taking  place  below.  At  the  old  works,  between  Smith's 
and  Zeke's  Islands,  the  sand  continued  to  accumulate  in  immense  quautities,  until  at 
the  close  of  the  year  the  islands  were  nearly  united  by  an  almost  continuous  beach. 
The  shoals  beyond  this  beach  continued  to  grow  higher,  and  Zeke's  Island  began  to 
resume  its  former  shore-line  as  indicated  by  old  maps.  During  this  year  Zeke's  Island 
commenced  growing  toward  the  north  and  w^st,  thus  somewhat  contracting  the  width 
of  the  New  Inlet,  though  abrasion  rather  than  ^accretion  had  been  looked  for  at  this 
point  as  the  result  of  the  Federal  Point  work.  '  Going  further  down  the  river,  we  find 
a  threatened  break  at  a  point  of  the  Smith's  Island  beach  about  3  miles  below  the 
old  works,  known  as  the  "  weak  point "  of  the  bnach.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
strengthen  the  narrow*  beach  at  this  point,  by  means  of  catch-sand  fences  ;  but,  in  spite 
of  this  precaution,  two  swashes  or  small  inlets  occurred  here  during  this  year,  (1874,) 
through  which  quite  a  volume  of  water  passed  at  and  near  high-tide.  The  distance  of 
these  points  from  the  channel  of  the  river,  (over  3  miles,)  and  the  character  of  the  flats 
between,  being  full  of  oyster-rocks,  prevented  any  great  apprehension  being  felt  concern- 
ing them.  No  attempts  were  made  to  close  these  swashes,  although  they  were  care- 
fully watched  for  any  indications  of  serious  danger.  These  need  not  be  referred  to 
again,  as  the  swashes  gradually  filled  up  under  the  action  of  the  sea,  and  the  beach 
became  apparently  stronger  than  before  the  breaks  occurred. 
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The  gradual  wearing  away  of  Bald  Head  beach  coutinned,  but  the  loosened  sand 
brought  in  by  the  flood-tides  bnilt  itself  up  in  the  form  of  a  hook  on  the  inner  side  of 
the  beach,  and  the  distance  across  to  Oak  Island,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mouth,  be- 
came no  greater. 

A  Coast-Survey  party  made  a  resurvey  of  Bald  Head  Channel  daring  the  months  of 
May  and  Juno.  Ten  feet  of  water  was  found  entirely  over  the  bar,  a  clear  gain  of  I 
foot  during  the  year.  The  channel  was  buoyed  out  during  the  year,  and  an  occasional 
vessel  passed  safely  through.  The  depth  of  water  on  the  rip  of  the  western  channel 
remained  at  about  9  feet. 

The  most  interesting  feature  in  the  operations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^ 
1875,  was  the  cutting  of  a  channel  behind,  or  to  the  west  of,  the  ''  Horseshoe''  Shoal, 
located  on  the  western  side  of  the  river,  and  opposite  and  below  the  New  Inlet. 

The  older  maps,  executed  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  New  Inlet,  are  so  meager  in 
details  that  it  is  impossible  to  tell  by  them  whether  the  channel  formerly  passed  to  the 
east  or  the  west  of  the  present  site  of  the  shoal.  The  concave  form  of  the  western 
shore  at  this  point,  the  bluffs  along  the  bank,  and  the  existence  of  deep  pockets  near 
this  shore,  lead  the  observer  to  conclude  beyond  a  doubt  that  at  some  time  the  main 
channel  was  here.  The  inference  is  that  the  channel  was  drawn  toward  the  eastward* 
due  to  the  influence  of  the  inlet-current,  that  the  old  channel  became  filled  up,  and 
that  the  water,  seeking  a  more  eastern  route,  cut  out  the  present  shallow  and  tortuous 
channel  around  the  **  Shoe."  Less  than  9  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  around  the 
"Horseshoe"  at  low-tide.  It  is  very  easy  to  perceive  how  this  whole  shoal  might 
have  been  formed  under  the«influence  of  the  tides  at  the  inlet.  The  flood-tide  coming 
in  at  the  inlet  runs  doicn  the  river  for  a  full  hour  before  it  meets  the  flood-tide  coming 
up  from  the  old  mouth.  The  point  at  which  these  distinct  tides  meet  varies  each  day 
with  the  prevailing  wind,  state  of  the  river  as  to  freshets,  i&c,  but  is  always  located 
within  the  limits  occupied  by  this  shoal.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  point  of  sepa- 
ration of  the  two  ebb-tides,  one  starting  up  river  to  go  out  at  the  inlet,  the  other 
going  down  to  pass  out  at  the  old  mouth. 

This  constant  meeting  and  separating  of  contrary  currents  is  sufficient  to  account 
for  the  deposition  of  this  material. 

The  dredging  behind  the  Horseshoe,  although  acknowledged  to  be  to  a  certain 
extent  experimental,  had  in  its  favor  these  advantages :  the  new  channel  would  natu- 
rally assist  and  be  assisted  by  any  future  work  for  the  construction  of  New  Inlet ;  the 
water  drawn  away  from  the  inlet  would  necessarily  have  to  pass  out  at  the  old  mouth ; 
and,  if  the  channel  should  remain  pei-manent,  it  would  be  of  great  service  to  shippings 
both  as  regards  distance  and  depth  of  water. 

The  project  for  the  cuttiug  of  this  channel  having  been  duly  approved  by  the  Chief 
of  Engineers,  a  contract  for  the  requisite  amount  of  dredging  was  awarded  to  Messrs. 
Curtis  &  Fobes.  Work  was  commenced  during  the  early  part  of  September,  1874,  and 
continued  ^lu til  the  latter  part  of  the  May  following,  when  the  contract  was  completed, 
a  channel  100  feet  in  width  at  bottom  and  9  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary  low-tide  having 
been  secured.     About  95,000  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed  to  accomplish  this. 

During  the  remainder  of  this  fiscal  year,  and,  in  fact,  until  dredging  was  resumed  at 
the  Horseshoe  the  following  August,  the  suction-dredge  was  engaged  in  dredging 
in  this  new  channel,  particularly  at  the  upper  end  of  the  cut,  where  there  was  a  slight 
tendency  to  »hoal. 

The  suction-dredge  not  only  maintalfaed  the  full  depth  of  9  feet,  but  slightly 
increased  it. 

The  next  most  interesting  portion  of  this  year's  operations  was  the  resumption  of 
work  at  the  "  Logs,"  above  Campbell's  Island.  As  stated  before,  one  cut  and  about  one- 
third  of  another  nad  been  made  across  the  **Logs"  (proper)  during  the  previous  fiscal 
year.  Work  was  resumed  hefe  on  December  17  (1874J  with  one  large  dredge,  fitted 
up  with  grappling  apparatus,  and  continued  until  the  last  week  of  the  June  following. 

During  the  last  four  weeks  of  this  time  an  additional  dredge  was  employed.  The 
result  of  this  work  was  the  completion  of  6  cuts  across  the  "  Logs,"  the  cuts  aggre- 
gating 245  feet  in  width ;  and,  at  the  shoal  below  the  "Logs,"  3  cuts  entirely  across, 
aggregating  125  feet  in  width.  The  character  of  the  bottom  at  the  "Logs"  has  already 
been  described.  At  the  shoal  below  the  bottom  was  found  to  be  somewhat  different. 
The  stumps  met  with  were  not  as  numerous  as  at  the  "  Logs;"  but  those  encountered 
were  mostly  larger  and  much  more  difficult  to  be  removed.  Much  of  the  material 
was  taken  up  by  the  ordinary  bucket  without  the  aid  of  the  grapple,  and  was  dumped 
through  ordinary  scows.  The  stumps  and  larger  roots  were  loaded  and  removed  on 
decked  scows.  Twelve  feet  of  water  at  ordinary  low-tide  was  thus  secured  entirely 
across  the  "Logs"  and  the  shoal  below,  which  is  an  increase  of  3  feet  over  the  original 
depth. 

During  this  year  (1874-'75)  the  suction-dredge  worked  continuously  from  August  1^ 
at  the  Bald  Head  Channel,  except  during  the  time  mentioned  above,  when  she  was 
engaged  at  the  Horseshoe  cut.  The  dredge  is  not  well  adapted  to  working  in  rou^h 
water,  and  much  time  was  lost  by  her  on  that  account.    Under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
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ciimstances,  she  was  able  to  remove,  carry  well  over  the  bar,  and  dump  160  cabic  yards 
of  sand  per  day.  This  would  be  at  a  cost  of  just  about  25  cents  per  yard,  provided  no 
lost  time  came  in  to  increase  the  average  cost. 

The  probability  is^that  the  sand  stirred  np  by  her  shoes  and  carried  away  by  the 
current  amounted  to'many  times  as  much  as  that  absolutely  removed  by  the  pump. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  there  were  to  be  found  11^  feet  of  water  on  the  Bald 
Head  Bar  at  ordinary  low-water ;  an  increase  of  18  inches  during  the  year.  At  the 
jetty  at  Federal  Point  nothing  was  done  during  the  year,  except  to  replace  8  top 
cribs  which  had  floated  away,  the  worms  having  destroyed  the  bottom  planking. 

At  the  old  works,  between  Smith's  and  Zeke's  Islands,  the  accumulation  of  sand  was 
immense,  and  at  last  the  2  islands  became'  connected  by  a  continuous  beach.  About 
one-half  of  the  work  became  covered  with  sand,  and  a  regular  sand-beach  formed  on 
the  inner  or  river  side  of  the  work,  thus  effectually  protecting  this  portion  of  the  work 
from  further  damage  by  worms.  An  abrasion  of  the  point  of  Smith's  Island,  below 
the  old  works,  led  to  the  construction  of  about  1,800  feet  of  narrow  crib- work  for  its 
protection.    This  work  was  done  during  May  and  June,  1875. 

During  the  fall  of  1874,  the  water  on  the  Bald  Head  Bar  having  become  manifestly 
better  than  that  on  the  rip  of  the  western  channel,  the  latter  was  abandoned  by  ship- 
ping and  the  former  came  into  general  use.  The  result  was  that  the  lightening  of 
vessels,  which  was  formerly  carried  on  in  an  exposed  position,  between  the  rip  and  the 
bar  of  the  western  channel,  was  now  carried  on  in  the  river,  in  front  of  the  village  of 
Smithville,  at  a  greatly-reduced  cost. 

During  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  (June  30, 1876)  an  important  step  was  taken  at  the 
New  Inlet. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  500  feet  of  .jetty  at  Federal  Point  had  been  stand- 
ing for  a  period  of  18  months.  Its  effect  upon  the  inlet,  and  upon  the  river  below,  had 
been  carefully  watched,  and  no  new  developments  were  anticipated.  The  new  cut 
behind  the  Horseshoe  was  standing  well,  and  drawing  a  large  quantity  of  water 
toward  the  western  side  of  the  river.  The  improvement  at  the  '^  Logs"  had  provided 
as  much  water  in  the  upper  river  as  could  be  carried  over  the  bar,  and  the  time  seemed 
ripe  for  attempting  a  further  contraction  of  the  inlet. 

Proposals  were  accordingly  invited  for  continuing  work  at  the  inlet,  either  by  un- 
dertaKing  the  closure  of  the  inlet  as  a  lump  job,  by  extending  the  old  jetty  to  a  speci- 
fied length,  or  by  constructing  an  apron  entirely  across  the  inlet. 

In  case  bids  were  to  be  made  for  the  latter,  bidders  were  to  be  governed  by  drawings, 
(made  under  the  direction  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work,)  showing  plan  and  sec- 
tions of  such  an  apron  as  seemed  to  the  Government  to  be  desirable,  referring  to 
dimensions  only,  and  not  specifying  the  class  of  material  to  be  used,  and  the  metuod 
as  well  as  the  extent  of  work  they  were  willing  to  undertake. 

After  some  delay,  caused  by  the  rejection  ot  one  entire  set  of  proposals,  a  contract 
was,  on  the  second  opening  of  bids,  awarded  to  Bangs  &  Dolby,  of  New  York  State, 
for  the  construction  of  an  apron  entirely  across  the  inlet.  The  apron  was  (in  accord- 
ance with  the  Government  drawings)  to  vary  in  width  with  the  depth  of  water  at  the 
various  points  on  the  proposed  line  of  work.  This  gave,  at  the  deepest  water,  a  width 
of  70  feet ;  at  the  shoalest,  a  width  of  40  feet ;  average  width,  53  feet.  This  width  was 
such  that  if  the  structure  were  brought  np  with  a  slope  of  1  on  2  on  the  sea-side, 
and  1  on  1  on  the  river-side,  it  would  have  a  width  of  16  feet  at  ordinary  low- water 
mark.  The  apron  was  to  be  4  feet  in  thickness,  and  was  to  consist  of  1  layer  of  round 
timber  1  foot  in  thickness,  1  layer  of  brush  1  foot  in  thickness;  the  remaining  2  feet 
to  consist  of  stone. 

The  apron  was  to  follow  the  line  laid  down  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work,  and 
the  contractors  were  to  guarantee  the  permanence  of  the  structure  for  the  period  of 
1  year. 

The  line  laid  down  for  the  apron  was  broken,  and  consisted  of  3  sections.  The 
first,  920  feet  in  length,  was  on  the  prolongation  of  the  line  of  the  Federal  Point  jetty ; 
the  second,  1,588  feet  in  length,  ran  along  the  crest  of  the  6-foot  shoal,  in  a  direction 
nearly  tangential  (a little  outside)  to  Zeke's  Island;  the  third,  1,844  feet  in  length, 
crossed  the  inlet  channel  and  rested  on  the  shore  of  the  island  at  the  site  of  Wood- 
bury's old  wharf. 

Total  length  of  apron,  4,352  feet. 

The  contract  for  the  execution  of  the  above  work  was  dated  August  25,  1875.  Work 
was  commenced  early  in  October,  1875,  and  the  entire  work  was  satisfactorily  com- 
pleted about  the  middle  of  June,  1876.  The  apron  consists  of  successive  rafts  or  mat- 
tresses of  timber  and  brush,  sunk  in  juxtaposition  on  the  line  of  work.  The  mattresses 
average  about  40  feet  in  length,  measured  on  the  line  of  work,  and  in  width  corre- 
spond with  the  required  width  of  apron.  The  timbers  are  placed  lengthwise  wOh  the 
current,  or  across  the  line  of  the  work. 

But  little  if  any  settlement  occurred  after  a  mattress  was  once  in  position.  There 
was,  however,  a  tendency  to  scour  in  advance  of  the  line  of  work,  so  that  the  indi- 
vidual mattresses  were  sunk  (on  an  average)  in  nearly  3  feet  more  water  than  the 
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OTiginal  soundings  called  for.  In  calcnlating  the  required  width  of  the  apron,  before 
the  work  was  commenced,  an  allowance  of  2  feet  was  made  for  the  anticipated  sconr. 

There  has  also  been  a  tendency  to  scour  along  both  sides  of  the  apron,  particularly 
on  the  river-side  of  the  second  section.  This  has  been  so  slight  as  not  to  jeopardize  the 
work,  and  shows  that  the  first  section  of  the  apron,  in  conjunction  with  the  Federal 
Point  jetty,  is  doing  good  service  as  a  deflector  of  the  ebb-currents. 

While  the  New  Inlet  apron  was  in  course  of  construction  the  new  channel  behind 
the  Horseshoe  Shoal  was  bein^  widened  and  deepened.  A  contract  for  this  dredging 
was  awarded  to  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Fobes.  Work  was  commenced  on  August  9, 1875, 
and  completed  on  May  13,  1876.  The  result  of  this  dredging  was  the  enlargement 
of  the  channel  to  190  feet  in  width  at  bottom,  and  to  12  feet  in  depth  at  ordinarv  low- 
water.  A  little  over  280,000  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed  to  accomplish  this. 
The  channel  stands  well,  except  at  the  upper  end  of  the  cut,  where  there  is  a  tendency 
to  shoal^  as  was  the  case  with  the  9-foot  channel.  It  is  reported,  however,  by  the  as- 
sistant in  immediate  charge  of  the  work  (M.  H.  Bacon)  that,  since  the  completion  of 
the  apron  at  the  inlet,  this  tendency  to  shoal  has  diminished.  The  new  channel  has 
also  come  into  general  use ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  frequent  ptissing  of  propellers 
will  keep  the  channel  open  at  this  point,  as  did  the  suction-dredge  during  the  interval 
between  the  completion  of  the  9-foot  channel  and  the  commencement  of  dredging  to 
12  feet  in  depth.  At  all  events,  the  channel  should  be  kqpt  open  as  long  as  further 
operations  at  New  Inlet  are  contemplated,  even  if  a  considerable  annual  expenditure  is 
thereby  involved. 

The  construction  of  the  apron  at  New  Inlet  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Horseshoe 
Channel  constituted  the  principal  work  of  the  late  fiscal  year. 

Of  the  minor  operations,  the  removal  of  the  confederate  obstructions  before  the  city 
of  Wilmington  was  the  most  important  and  interesting. 

These  obstructions  Vrere  located  about  3  miles  below  the  cit^  of  Wilmington,  N. 
C.  They  consisted  of  rows  of  grillages,  loaded  with  stone  sufficient  to  keep  them  in 
position,  with  timbers  10  by  10  inches  inclined  down  stream  at  an  angle  of  45°.  These 
timbers  came  nearly  up  to  low- water  mark ;  were  provided  with  iron  points,  and 
were  placed  at  intervals  of  5  feet.  They  were  mortised  into  the  up-stream  side  of  the 
grillages,  but  were  so  slightly  held  that  it  was  expected  they  would  turn,  as  on  a  hinge, 
as  a  vessel  advanced  upon  them,  until,  as  they  approached  a  vertical  position,  their  pen- 
etrating power  would  be  increased. 

Off  these  grillages,  2  rows  existed  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  channel,  and  1  upon  the 
western  side,  aggregating  about  500  yards  in  length.  In  addition  to  these,  a  quan- 
tity of  railroad-iron  had  been  pointed  and  arranged  in  the  form  of  chevaux-de-frise, 
and  put  in  (without  much  regard  to  order)  about  the  ends  of  the  rows  of  grillages 
toward  the  channel,  leaving  a  very  narrow  passage. 

These  obstructions  were  removed  during  the  months  of  July  and  August,  1875.  The 
pointed  timbers  wore  broken  from  their  mortises  by  means  of  a  tug  pulling  up  stream 
with  a  hawser  attached,  and  the  iron  chevaux-de-frise  were  removed  by  means  of 
tackling  attached  to  the  temporary  yard-arm  of  a  schooner,chartered  and  rigged  for  the 
purpose. 

The  grillages  could  not  be  upset  with  the  appliances  at  hand,  and  were  left  at  the 
bottom ;  but  they  in  no  way  impede  navigation,  there  being  14  feet  of  water  over 
them  in  the  channel  at  low-water. 

The  suction-dredge  continued  her  operations  on  the  Bald  Head  Channel  until  the  1st 
of  February,  1876,  when  she  was  laid  up,  her  boiler  having  become  too  old  for  service 
and  her  hull  being  badly  worm-eaten. 

On  the  completion  of  dredging  at  the  Horseshoe  Channel,  1  of  the  dredges  was 
employed  for  about  10  days  in  trimming  up  at  the  lower  end  of  the  cuts  across  the 
shoal  below  the  **  Logs,"  and  in  cutting  through  a  short  shoal  which  had  formed  imme- 
diately above  the  upper  eastern  jetty,  and  just  below  the  site  of  the  confederate  ob- 
structions referred  to  above.  The  formation  of  this  shoal  has  been  attributed  to  the 
presence  of  the  obstructions  above.  If  this  theory  be  correct,  as  seems  likely,  there 
will  be  no  recurrence  of  the  shoal. 

During  the  year  the  depth  of  11^  feet  at  ordinary  low- water  has  been  maintained  on 
the  Bald  Head  Bar.  While  this  is  no  increase  upon  the  depth  reported  a  year  ago, 
there  has  nevertheless  been  a  marked  improvement  of  the  bar.  Since  the  re-opening 
of  channel  there  have  been  on  the  bar  what  are  known  as  the  inner  and  outer 
**  lumps."  The  latter  has  deepened  to  fully  12  feet,  and  the  inner  lump  has  become  so 
narrow  that  rarely  more  than  1  sounding,  as  small  as  11^  feet,  is  obtained  while 
passing  over  the  bar  with  a  tng-boat  at  half  speed,  which  goes  to  prove  that  the  bar 
has  not  yet  reaped  the  full  benefits  of  the  works  above. 

This  historical  sketch  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  improvement  is  now  brought  up  to 
the  present  date. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting,  in  conclusion,  to  briefly  recapitulate  the  improvements 
to  navigation  which  this  most  interesting  work  has  already  secured.  From  the  bar 
of  the  river  to  the  city  of  Wilmington  12  feet  of  water  can  be  carried  at  ordinary 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


-*•- 


vCO 


4S 


tJT 


E  N  D  VIE  NA' 
SIZE    FOK 


(5 

z 
o 


o 

•CO 


L   A  C  I 


2     O 


O      -I 

5  < 

o 

ae 

H 
if 

o 

z 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized 


by  Google 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         331 

low-tide.  This  is  an  increase  of  over  3  feet  since  operations  were  commenced  in  the 
fall  of  1870.  The  principal  merit  of  this  part  of  the  improvement  is  that  it  has  every 
appearance  of  permanence,  excepting,  possibly,  at  the  cut  behind  the  Horseshoe. 

This  channel  may  depend  for  its  security  upon  a  further  contraction,  or  the  entire 
closure  of  New  Inlet. 

There  is  no  record  to  show  positively  that  this  depth  of  water  to  the  city  of  Wil- 
mington ever  existed  before.    It  certainly  has  not  during  the  last  54  years. 

The  restoration  of  the  old  Bald  Head  Channel  secures  a  better  entrance  to  the  river 
than  it  has  had  since  the  report  of  Mr.  Fulton  in  1823,  when  he  says  that  "  ves- 
sels drawing  from  15  po  16  feet  of  water  may  pass  over  the  bar  at  high  water  in  per- 
fect safety.''  This  class  of  vessels  can  and  are  doing  so  now.  The  permanence  of  this 
improvement  depends,  no  doubt,  upon  the  security  of  the  work  already  completed  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  Inlet.  At  the  old  works  nature  is  every  day  adding  to  their  secn- 
rity,  by  the  immense  quantities  of  sand  which  is  accumulating  there. 

At  the  inlet  we  have  a  structure  entirely  across  it,  with  its  permanence  guaranteed 
for  the  period  of  1  year  from  date ;  and,  although  it  is  true  the  water-way  of  the 
inlet  is  contracted  but  little  by  it,  yet,  looking  to  the  future,  we  may  regard  it  (as  it 
was  intended  to  be)  as  a  substructure  which  may  hereafter  be  raised  to  any  desired 
height,  even  to  the  entire  closure  of  the  inlet,  if  funds  are  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  B.  Phillips, 
Captain  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 

Mfg.  Wm.  p.  Craighill, 

Carpe  of  Engineers ,  U.S.  A, 


F  14. 
aqueduct  bridge  over  the  potomat)  river- 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Baltimore,  Md.y  March  8,  1876. 
General  :  On  the  9th  of  February  I  was  notified  that  I  had  been 
detailed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  an  examination  of  and  report 
upon  the  condition  of  the  Aqueduct  bridge  over  the  Potomac  Eiver,  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

February  3,  1876. 
Besolvedf  That  the  Secretary'  of  War  be  directed  to  detail,  as  early  as  possible,  an 
officer  of  EDgineers  to  make  an  exaroinatioD  of  and  report  upon  the  present  condition, 
as  respects  safety  and  permanency,  of  the  Aqueduct  bridge  over  the  rotomao  River,  at 
Georgetown,  D.  C. 
Attest:  Geo.  C.  Gorham, 

Secretary. 

I  inspected  the  bridge  in  person  February  14,  and  then  arranged  for 
a  thorough  critical  examination  of  all  its  parts  as  to  which  there  was 
any  apprehension  of  weakness^  This  examination  was  made  by  my 
direction,  in  a  very  careful  manner,  by  Lieutenant  Turtle,  of  the  Corps 
of  Eagineers,  whose  report  and  drawings  are  herewith  forwarded. 

I  trust  to  be  excused  for  remarking  here  that  the  duty  imposed  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  has  been  deemed  one  of  delicacy  and  respon- 
sibility, which  I  should  much  prefer  had  been  committed  to  some  other 
person.  There  are  conflicting  interests,  the  one  desiring  the  positive 
condemnation  and  removal  of  this  bridge,  and  the  other  insisting  upon 
its  retention,  or  upon  payment  of  damages  for  its  removal.  Disregard- 
ing this  cause  of  probable  dissatisfaction  with  any  judgment  given  by 
me  on  this  subject,  I  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  importance  of  reaching  a 
correct  conclusion  with  reference  to  a  structure  upon  which  human 
lives  are  daily  put  in  jeopardy  if  it  be  not  entirely  safe.       ^  1 
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The  act  of  Congress  approved  July  27, 1868,  (Statutes  at  Large,  voL 
15,  page  231,)  specified  the  condition  on  which  certain  tolls  could  be 
collected  by  the  persons  controlling  this  bridge.  The  condition  was  the 
certificate  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  the  Army  that  the  bridge  was 
so  far  completed  as  to  be  ready,  fit,  and  convenient  for  the  passage  of 
persons,  animals,  and  vehicles.  This  certificate  was  given  January  9, 
1869.  (See  attached  copies  as  follows,  viz :  Two  letters  of  Maj.  N. 
Michler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  January  2,  1869,  and  January  8, 
1869,  and  letter  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  January  9, 1869.) 

The  bridge  has  been  in  almost  daily  use  since,  and  has  borne,  without 
accident  to  life  or  limb,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  strains  brought 
upon  it  by  ordinary  travel ;  bnt  it  has  also  been  subjected  to  severe 
testa,  on  occasions  which  have  caused  crowds  of  people,  on  foot  and  in 
vehicles,  to  cross  it,  going  to  and  returning  from  the  national  cemetery 
at  Arlington.  No  accident  has  happened  on  any  of  these  occasions,  a» 
far  as  1  can  learn. 

The  material  of  which  the  bridge  is  built  is  subject  to  decay,  and 
has  decayed,  as  Lieutenant  Turtle's  report  shows.  Watchfulness  and 
prompt  replacement  of  decayed  parts  would  go  far  to  maintain  the 
original  strength  of  the  structure.  Without  these  there  is  constant 
danger.  Extensive  repairs  are  now  in  progress,  and  are  intended  to  be 
thorough,  I  am  informed.  Summarily,  the  bridge  in  its  present  condition 
cannot,  in  my  judgment,  be  considered  safe.  If  thoroughly  repaired 
and  adjusted  according  to  the  present  plan,  it  will  be  as  safe  as  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  stated  it  to  be  in  1869,  and  as  severe 
trial  and  use  have  since  shown  it  to  be. 

The  present  plan  and  arrangements  of  the  bridge  are  not  the  best, 
and  are  barely  admissible  for  such  a  structure  with  the  relations  it  has 
to  the  capital  city  of  the  nation,  or  to  any  important  city,  where  not 
only  strength  but  sightliness  should  be  considered. 

The  "  permanency,"  or,  in  other  words,  the  continued  safety  of  the  struc- 
ture, can  only  be  assured  by  unremitting  attention  to  keeping  all  its 
parts  in  thorough  repair  and  adjustment,  and  the  enforcement  of  proper 
regulations  for  its  use  on  all  occasions,  and  especially  when  the  occa- 
sions are  extraordinary  and  subject  it  to  unusual  strains. 

The  stone  piers  of  the  structure  are  entirely  safe. 

Mr.  Dnngan,  representing  the  bridge  company,  courteously  offered 
me,  both  by  letter  and  in  person,  every  facility  for  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  bridge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  Craighell, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A, 


report  of  likutenant  thomas  turtle,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Baltimore^  Md,j  March  8,  1876. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followiDg  report  of  an  examination  made  of 
the  Aqueduct  bridge  at  Georgetown,  D.  C,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
requiring  a  report  "  upon  the  present  condition,  as  respects  safety  and  permanency,"  of 
this  bridge. 

With  respect  to  the  permanency  of  the  bridge,  it  can  only  be  said  that,  being  of  wood, 
it  is  subject  to  the  decay  and  deterioration  of  bridges  of  its  class,  and  that  t>o  be  kept 
in  order  it  must  receive  constant  repairs.    The  necessary  repairs,  however,  being  made, 
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will  iDBure  its  permanency  iDdefinitely ;  provided,  of  oonrse,  that  it  be  originally  of  saffi- 
«ient  strength  for  its  uses. 

The  present  lessees  were  authorized  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  27, 1868,  to 
collect  in  advance  certain  tolls  ''as  soon  as  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Army  shall  cer- 
tify to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  said  bridge  is  so  far  completed  as  to  be  ready,  fit, 
4ibnd  convenient  for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and  vehicles."  The  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers certified  to  that  effect  on  January  9, 1869,  since  which  time  the  bridge  has  been 
•continuously  operated  for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and  vehicles. 

I  have  learned  of  no  accident  since  its  opening,  and  the  bridge  must  receive  the 
<sredit  for  the  service  performed ;  which  shows  that  for  a  period  of  seven  years  its 
safety  has  been  proven  by  its  success.  Repairs  were  in  progress  during  my  inspection, 
and  upon  the  thoroughness  of  those  repairs  depends  the  future  safety  of  the  bridge. 

From  the  Georgetown  to  the  Virginia  shore  the  bridge  consists  of  various  parts,  viz : 

1st.  An  abutment  and  two  lengths  of  12  by  5  inch  longitudinal  floor-joists,  with  cross- 
planking  supported  upon  trestles. 

2d.  A  single  length  of  truss  spanning  the  canal  and  connecting  with — 

3d.  A  sencs  of  trestles  extending  across  the  approach  to  the  aqueduct,  supporting 
the  roadway  above. 

4th.  The  nine  spans  of  trusses  over  the  river  to  the  Virginia  shore,  and — 

5th.  A  series  of  trestles  connecting  with  an  abutment  on  that  shore. 

The  various  parts  will  be  considered  in  turn. 

Ist.  The  abutment  is  in  very  poor  condition.  How  much  of  this  condition  is  due  to 
late  street  improvement  I  cannot  say.  The  longitudinal  floor-joists  which  support  the 
planking  are  in  poor  condition,  so  much  so  as  to  be  unsafe,  and  should  be  overhauled 
at  once.    Some  of  these  are  broken.    The  planking  is  very  poor. 

2d.  The  joints  of  the  bottom  chord  of  tne  up-stream  trass  are  all  parted,  showing 
that  the  truss  requires  screwing  up.  The  timbers  of  this  chord  are  generallv  soun£ 
I  found  two  places  showing  rot,  but  not  seriously  damaged.  The  upper  chord  of  this 
truss  is  rather  worse ;  four  or  five  of  its  timbers  should  soon  be  renewed.  Two  of  the 
•counter-struts  are  poor,  and  one  is  displaced  from  its  bearing.  The  screwing  up  of  the 
truss  would  remedy  this  latter.  One  strut  is  somewhat  crushed  at  its  upper  end,  and 
one  is  shaky ;  the  latter  was  probably  made  from  a  bad  piece  of  timber. 

The  bottom  chord  of  the  down -stream  truss  is  generally  in  good  condition  as  regards 
nonndness,  but  its  shore-end  is  crushed  and  shaky,  and  insecure  on  its  support.  The 
upper  chord  of  this  truss  has  one  very  bad  timber  and  some  shakes.  Others  of  its 
timbers  are  more  or  less  decayed.  Dihris  collected  near  the  river-end  of  the  lower 
chord  has  somewhat  rotted  it.  One  post  at  the  shore-end  is  partially  rotten  and  out 
away.  One  post  at  the  river-end  is  poor.  One  stmt  is  rotten  and  two  counter-struts 
are  shaky.  The  truss  should  be  screwed  up,  two  of  the  counter- struts  being  loose 
from  their  bearings.  A  large  hewn  timber  under  the  river-ends  of  these  trusses  is 
"  sagged 'Mn  the  middle,  causing  the  supporting-posts  of  this  timber  to  incline  in- 
ward at  the  top. 

With  proper  care  and  watchfulness,  I  should  anticipate  no  present  danger  to  this 
section  under  the  strain  of  ordinary  traffic,  if  the  shore-end  of  the  lower  chord  of  the 
^own-stream  truss  be  secured,  the  trusses  screwed  up  to  proper  bearings,  and  the 
rotten  strut  renewed.    The  other  defects  should  be  remedied  in  the  near  future. 

3d.  The  trestles  of  this  section  which  support  the  roadway  are  constrwcted  as  shown 
by  the  accompanying  sketch.  The  sketch  is  an  elevation  looking  toward  the  river 
from  the  Georgetown  shore.  All  these  trestles  are  more  or  less  **  sagged.'^  The  iron 
rods  along  the  struts  on  the  up-stream  side  are  bent  to  a  horizontal  eyelet  at  the  lower 
•end,  through  which  passes  an  iron  pin  set  in  the  coping.  The  top  o^  the  iron  pin  was 
then  bent  outward  as  shown  in  the  sketch.  All  these  rods  are  of  little  value,  some 
of  them  none  whatever,  for  the  only  purpose  they  can  possibly  fulfill,  that  of  prevent- 
ing the  bending  down  of  the  cap- timbers  of  the  trestles  by  holding  the  post  in  a  ver- 
•cal  position.    This  entire  section  is  unsafe  and  insecure. 

Mi^or  Michler,  in  his  report  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  January  2, 1869,  speaks 
thus  of  this  (the  northern)  approach  to  the  bridge : 

"The  trestle-work  at  the  north  end  is  but  a  temporary  substitute,  and  will  be  re- 
placed, so  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company  informs  me,  by  iron  posts  and 
girders.'' 

No  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  this  project  to  a  conclusion,  though  it  is  now  seven 
years  since.  M^Jor  Michler  further  states :  *'  The  company  promise  to  render  the 
approaches  safe  and  secure." 

4th.  This  section  sustains  the  roadway,  which  is  supported  on  the  top  chords,  and 
the  aqueduct-trunk,  which  is  supported  directly  by  the  lower  chords  of  the  trusses. 
Both  must  be  cousidered  in  discussing  the  question  of  safety.  Accompanying  this 
report  is  a  tracing  copied  from  drawings  of  the  company,  showing  the  construction  of 
these  trusses. 

The  bridge  as  first  constructed  was  composed  only  of  those  portions  shown  by  full 
black  lines.    Afterward,  the  arch- ribs,  with  their  adjuncts,  shown  by  the  red  lines 
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were  added.  Still  later,  (I  should  judge,  as  the  addition  is  shown  only  in  pencil  on  the 
drawings  from  which  the  copies  were  taken,)  the  string-piece,  with  struts,  shown  in 
broken  black  lines  on  the  elevation  of  trusses,  was  added  as  supports  to  the  aquednct- 
tnink.  Studs  were  introduced  between  this  string-piece  and  the  cross-timbers,  upon 
which  the  aqueduct-trunk  rests.  This  string-piece  is  "  sagged '^  more  or  less  in  all  the 
spans,  and  to  make  up  for  this  sagging  the  studs  in  many  instances  are  supplemented 
by  blocks  to  increase  their  length.  Altogether  this  last  addition  is  too  slight  to  be 
with  safety  considered  in  the  stability  of  the  structure,  especially  as  all  the  cross-tim- 
bers reetiog  on  the  lower  chords  and  supporting  the  aqueduct-trunk  are  either  bent  or 
broken.  These  cross-timbers  affect  the  roadway  but  yerv  remotely,  and  are  to  be  con- 
sidered very  little  in  the  safety  of  the  latter.  The  dotted  bl^k  lines  in  the  cross-sec- 
tion, though  shown  in  the  original  drawings,  do  not  exist.  The  project  for  carrying  a 
railroad  over  has  not  been  carried  out,  and  the  side  railings  are  supported  by  posts 
attached  to  the  end  of  the  cross-timbers  or  joists  supporting  the  roadway.  These  joists 
extend  only  to  the  outer  side  of  the  trusses,  as  shown. 

The  red  lines  show  the  parts  pertaining  to  the  arch-ribs.  The  inner  ribs  are  as 
shown  in  the  drawing.  I  should  judge  that  it  was  the  intention  that  the  outer  ribs 
should  also  be  as  shown,  but  the  rise  was  made  greater  than  anticipated,  and  the  tops 
of  the  ribs.come  nearly  or  quite  up  to  the  top  of  the  upper  chords  of  the  trusses.  As  a 
consequence,  it  has  been  necessary  to  partially  cut  away  the  upper  stick  of  the  outer 
ribs  to  admit  the  washer,  nut,  and  end  of  the  two  cross-rods  connecting  the  upper 
chords  at  the  middle  of  the  span,  thus  to  some  extent  injuring  the  strength  of  the  ribs. 

The  upper  sticks  of  the  arch-ribs  have  also  been  cut  into,  to  provide  horizontal  seats 
for  the  blocks  upon  which  the  washers  rest.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  assistance 
rendered  by  the  arch-ribs  to  support  the  weight  of  the  structure  and  its  load  depends 
entirely  upon  the  relative  degree  to  which  the  vertical  rods  pertaining  to  the  arch 
ribs  and  trusses  are  screwed  up.  This  assistance  may  be  nothing,  or  the  entire  strain 
may  be  thrown  upon  the  ribs,  or  the  entire  strain  may  be  thrown  upon  two  ribs,  one 
at  each  truss. 

In  an  imperfect  combination  of  this  kind  the  entire  structure  may  fail  through  the 
successive  failure  of  its  parts  from  imperfect  a^ustment,  even  though  the  structure, 
taken  as  a  whole,  may  be  amply  capable  of  sustaining  the  strain  to  which  it  is  sub- 
jected. 

The  proper  adjustment  depends  entirely  upon  the  care  and  watchfulness  of  the 
bridge  company,  and  cannot  be  predicated  in  advance.  The  attention  which  the 
matter  deserves  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  if  we  take  the  care  evinced  in  the  past  as 
a  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of  the  future.  Most  of  the  rot  found  at  the  lower  ex- 
tremities of  the  struts  and  counter-struts  of  the  down-stream  trusses,  and  in  the  lower 
chords,  near  these  extremities,  as  well  as  over  the  piers,  is  due  to  the  accumulation  of 
d^^bria  permitted  at  these  places.  In  at  least  one  instance  grass  was  found  grrowing  In 
the  soil  formed  by  the  dust  and  droppings  from  the  tow-path  there  colleote£ 

The  conditions  of  the  various  parts  as  found  by  the  examination  will  now  be  given ; 
the  spans  being  taken  in  order  from  the  Georgetown  end.  The  elevations  and  plans 
in  the  drawing  are  taken  looking  down-stream,  and  the  tow-path  in  the  cross-section 
is  on  the  down-stream  side.  The  references  are  made  to  the  drawings  by  the  figures 
corresponding  to  the  points. 

FIRST  SPAN. 

Down-stream  truss. 

At  1,  counter-strut  loose. 

At  2,  everything  is  very  rotten  from  the  accumulation  of  debris;  lower  timber  of 
outer  arch-ribs  slightly  decayed  where  it  abuts  on  pier. 

At  3,  outer  strut  rotten  and  poor. 

3  to  5,  one  timber  of  chord  rotted  where  abutting  against  another. 

At  4,  counter-strut  rotten  on  the  end;  outer  strut  shaky  at  the  end;  inner  strut 
better ;  outer  end  of  timber  for  arch-rod  pretty  bad,  shaky  and  rotten. 

At  5,  plate  broken  ;  outer  strut  crushed. 

At  6,  chord  is  decayed  from  debris  to  perhaps  an  inch  in  depth.  Outer  end  of  tim- 
ber for  arch-rod  pretty  bad,  shaky  and  rotten. 

7  to  11,  some  sap-rot  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

At  8,  outer  strut  rotten  at  foot. 

At  10,  chord  somewhat  decayed. 

At  14,  outer  strut  rotte<l. 

At  13,  plate  broken. 

14  to  16,  lower  chord  bad ;  one  timber  is  badly  shaken  at  end ;  chord  seems,  as  seen 
from  river  below,  to  have  considerable  rot  near  abutment.  There  is  a  poor  place  near 
middle  of  lower  chord ;  evidently  too  much  cross-strain  on  the  chord.  There  is  a  bad 
skake  in  the  second  timber  (from  top)  of  outer  arch-rib. 

At  16,  counter-strut  rotted. 

At  17,  plate  broken.    The  upper  chord  has  an  open  joint  between  1  and  3. 
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17  to  19,  some  sap-rot  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

At  18,  timber  for  arch-rod  shaky  at  end.  Washer-seat  of  apper  end  of  aroh-rod 
cmshed  into  arch-timber,  very  bad ;  upper  timber  of  outer  arch  of  Virginia  end  is  a 
poor  stick,  shaky  over  18.    Tnis  rib  is  generally  poor  on  top. 

At  20,  all  rotted  badly. 

Up-stream  truss. 

At  2,  one  strut  pretty  rotten ;  the  two  others  somewhat.    Some  decay  in  post. 

3  to  5,  chord  slightly  decayed. 

At  4,  struts  crushed,  and  supporting-beam  of  arch-rod  bent.  Timber  for  arch-rods 
is  very  bad. 

At  5,  middle  strut  bad.    Plate  crushed  into  chord.  . 

At  6,  one  strut  decayed  about  an  inch  deep.  A  timber  of  the  chord,  extending  from 
4  to  10,  is  decayed  somewhat.  Washer  at  upper  end  of  outer  arch-rod  is  crushed  into 
the  rib.  The  timber  of  the  rib  below  this  is  shaky.  Lower  chord  shows  badly  through- 
out as  seen  from  river;  shaky  and  rotten  near  the  under  plates,  and  plates  crushed 
into  chord. 

7  to  9,  one  timber  of  chord  slightly  decayed. 

9  to  11,  one  timber  of  chord  slightly  decayed. 
At  10,  counter-strut  rather  poor. 

At  14,  one  strut  quite  shaky  and  slightly  decayed  in  one  corner. 

At  15,  upper  side  of  top  chord  is  bad  near  here ;  one  timber  much  rotted. 

At  16,  timber  for  arch-rods  has  a  shake. 

At  17,  plate  broken. 

17  to  19,  some  decay  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

At  18,  struts  somewhat  shaky,  but  sound.    Timber  for  aroh-rods  is  a  bad  stick. 

At  20,  struts  and  posts  very  slightly  decayed. 

SECOND  SPAN. 

Down-stream  truss, 

1  to  3,  some  sap-rot  in  chord  near  3. 

At  2,  all  timbers  rotted ;  chord  in  very  bad  condition. 

At  4,  counter-strut  slightly  rotted ;  struts  crushed  and  shaky,  outer  one  slightly 
decayed. 

At  6,  chord  slightly  decayed. 

At  8,  one  strut  slightly  decayed  on  one  comer. 

At  9,  inner  strut  slightly  out  of  place.  The  upper  chord  of  this  span  has  a  joint  open 
between  15  and  17,  and  two  timbers  with  slight  sap-rot. 

At  10,  struts  and  counter-struts  slightly  decayed.  The  entire  end  of  timber  for  aroh- 
rods  bad. 

At  12,  bad  shake  in  timber  for  arch-rods. 

At  14,  very  slight  decay. 

15  to  17,  some  sap-rot  in  chord. 

17  to  19,  some  sap-rot  in  chord. 

At  16,  outer  strut  somewhat  rotted  and  very  shaky.  End  of  timber  for  arch-rod  bad. 
Outer  arch-rib  somewhat  warped  from  truss,  and  shaky  in  top  timber. 

At  18,  inner  strut  very  bad,  and  counter-strut  pretty  bad. 

At  20,  all  very  much  rotted  ;  chord  very  bad. 

Up-stream  truss. 

Over  pier  a  plate  is  required  on  upper  side  top  chord. 

1  to  3,  considerable  sap-rot  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

2  to  4,  one  timber  of  cnord  quite  bad. 

At  2,  one  post  and  inner  strut  slightly  decayed. 

At  3,  top  chord  is  parting  on  upper  side ;  the  plate  is  displaced. 

At  4,  chord  is  rather  poor  on  under  side ;  some  rot,  and  snaky. 

4  to  6,  some  decay  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

At  5,  two  timbers  of  top  chord  rotted  ;  plate  broken  ;  inner  strut  pretty  shaky. 

3  to  5,  one  timber  of  top  chord  rotted  some  on  upper  side. 

5  to  7,  some  rot  on  upper  side  top  chord. 

7  to  9,  bad  shakes  in  upper  side  top  chord. 

At  6,  strut  slightly  decayed.    Timber  for  arch-rods  slightly  shaky,  but  free  from  rot. 

10  to  12,  some  decay  round  irons. 
12  to  14,  some  decay  in  chord. 

14  to  16,  one  timber  of  chord  has  a  bad  place. 

At  8,  lower  plate  crushed  into  the  chord  and  one  timber  splintered.  This  must  have 
been  a  poor  timber  when  put  in  place. 
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At  12,  timber  for  arch-rods  qaite  shaky  on  top,  bat  free  from  rot. 

16  to  18,  lower  chord  is  very  poor  oa  the  under  side.  Some  rot  and  shakes  in  three  of 
the  chord-timbers. 

17  to  19,  very  slif^ht  sap-rot  in  chord. 
At  18,  one  strut  decayed  somewhat. 

At  20,  post  quite  rotten ;  also  two  of  the  struts.    Plate  crushed  into  the  chord. 

THIRD  SPAN. 

Down'Siream  truaa. 

At  2,  very  rotten. 

At  4,  coun^r-strut  quite  rotten.  Under  plate,  lower  chord,  crushed  into  the  wood ; 
-some  rot  here ;  a  bad  place. 

At  8,  the  timber  for  arch-rods  is  pretty  shaky,  but  free  from  rot. 

At  10,  sliji^ht  decay.  Timber  for  arch-rods  is  bent  downward  in  the  middle,  and  is 
split  bv  the  bending. 

At  12,  chord  slightly  decayed.  The  timber  for  arch-rods  is  shaky  and  bent  at  the 
outer  rod. 

At  14,  counter-strut  and  inner  strut  decayed. 

At  16,  counte^strut  shows  some  decay. 

At  18,  chord  rotted  to  about  an  inch  in  depth.  A  bad  shake  runs  through  the  tim- 
ber for  arch-rods. 

At  20,  struts  pretty  bad.  Chord  over  pier  pretty  bad.  The  upper  chord  of  this  span 
has  one  broken  timber,  and  one  joint  open  between  1  and  3. 

17  to  19,  one  timber  of  chord  broken  across  the  grain ;  joint  parted  about  f  inch. 
Outer  arch-rib  badly  sprung  from  truss  at  Virginia  end. 

Upstream  truss. 

Upper  side  of  top  chord  over  pier  shaky. 

1  to  3,  upper  side  top  chord  shaky. 

At  2,  the  plate  is  crushed  into  the  chord  about  2  inches.  One  post  quite  rotten ; 
.struts  slightly  so. 

At  4,  one  strut  somewhat  shaky.    Timber  for  arch-rods  slightly  shaky. 

4  to  6,  two  timbers  of  chord  are  poor. 

At  6,  one  strut  has  considerable  sap-rot  on  one  comer.  9  to  15.  Up-stream  timber  of 
chord  somewhat  decayed;  between  11  and  13  it  is  pretty  bad.  Some  sap-rot  in  chord 
.  all  along  to  19. 

At  14,  one  strut  slightly  shaky.    Timber  for  arch-rods  slightly  shaky. 

At  18,  one  strut  pretty  bad.    Timber  for  arch  badly  shaken,  but  free  from  rot. 

At  20,  the  chord  is  a  good  deal  decayed ;  struts  and  one  post  slightly  so. 

At  15,  rotten  place  on  upper  side  top  chord,  near  here ;  one  timber  bad. 

FOUBTH  SPAN. 

Doton-stream  truss. 

At  2,  very  bad. 

At  4,  outer  strut  pretty  bad. 

At  6,  outer  strut  somewhat  decayed ;  counter-strut  pretty  bad. 

At  8,  pretty  bad;  outer  strut  very  shaky  and  much  rotted. 

At  9,  inner  strut  misplaced.    9  to  11.  Slight  shake  in  end  of  one  timber  of  chord. 

At  10,  struts  rotted  quite  badly.    The  timber  for  arch-rods  is  broken  inside  truss. 

At  12,  counter-struts  poor  at  lower  corners. 

At  15,  outer  struts  slightly  crushed. 

At  16,  iron  plate  crushed.  End  of  timber  for  arch-rods  is  badly  shaken,  rotted,  and 
•crushed,  and  the  timber  is  broken  in  two. 

At  18,  very  bad ;  struts  crushed,  counter-struts  rotted.    Cross-brace  is  loose. 

At  20,  chord  quite  bad ;  struts  and  counter-struts  rotted. 

Top  timber  of  outer  arch-rib  quite  shaky  on  Virginia  side  of  arch.  Outer  arch-rib 
somewhat  warped  from  truss  at  Gleorgetown  end. 

Up-stream  truss. 

The  washers  on  top  chord  oyer  the  pin  are  drawn  down  into  the  timber,  the  wood 
■being  rotten  under  them. 

At  2,  struts  slightly  decayed ;  one  post  considerably  rotted. 

7  to  9,  some  sap-rot  in  chord. 

At  9,  considerable  rot  shows  on  upper  side  top  chord. 
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8  to  10,  two  timbers  of  chord  decayed  some. 

9  to  11,  considerable  sap-rot  in  chord. 

At  10,  a  shake  about  half  through,  at  end  of  timber  for  arch-rods ;  timber  for  arch< 
rods  broken  in  two  in  middle. 

At  12|  chord  is  poor ;  cross- timber  under  trunk  of  aqueduct  broken  nearly  in  two ; 
timber  for  arch-rods  is  bent  downward  in  the  middle. 

At  14,  two  timbers  of  chord  poor ;  plate  broken. 

At  15,  plate  broken. 

13  to  15,  chord  very  little  decayed. 

At  16,  timber  for  arch-rods  is  very  bad.  The  strut,  from  pier  to  lower  chord,  is  a 
bad  timber,  rotten  and  shaky.    Outer-arch  rib  is  shaky  on  upper  side  of  top  timber. 

16  to  18,  one  timber  of  chord  poor. 

At  17,  rotted,  and  shaky  on  upper  side  top  chord;  a  bad  place.  Inner  strut  badly 
shaken.  ' 

17  to  19,  some  rot  where  two  timbers  of  chord  abut.  Washer  at  upper  end  of  arch- 
rod  crushed  into  the  timber ;  below,  the  rib  is  shaky  at  joint. 

At  18,  under-plate  of  lower  chord  is  badly  crushed  into  the  chord ;  the  chord  is  rot- 
ted ;  a  very  bad  place.    The  chord  is  very  bad  along  to  16. 
At  20,  struts  and  posts  slightly  decayed. 

FIFTH  SPAN. 

Doion-atream  trtias. 

At  1,  upper  chord  pretty  bad  with  sap-rot. 

I  to  3,  joist  separated  about  f  inch. 

At  2,  much  rotted ;  one  chord  timber,  2  to  4,  rotted.  One  timber  of  upper  chord 
drawn  apart  three-fourths  of  an  inch.  The  outer  arch-rib  has  some  decay  on  the 
inside. 

At  4,  bad.  Counter-struc  rotted.  Struts  crushed  and  rotted.  There  is  a  bad  split 
in  the  timber  for  the  arch-rods. 

At  5,  the  chord  seems  to  have  been  crushed,  and  the  crushed  portion  was  cut  out,  and 
new  wooden  plate  (|-inch)  put  iu  to  fill  up  under  iron  plate. 

At  6,  pretty  bad;  all  rotted;  plate  cracked. 

At  8,  counter-strut  somewhat  decayed. 

uhord  between  8  to  10  has  some  sip-rot. 

At  9,  counter-strut  of  little  use  from  deficiency  of  bearing. 

At  10,  somewhat  decayed. 

At  14,  counter-strut  pretty  bad ;  all  somewhat  decayed. 

II  t4>  15,  inside  timber  of  chord  with  some  sap-rot. 
At  13,  plate  broken. 

At  15,  plate  broken. 

15  to  19,  outside  timber  very  bad  with  sap-rot. 

At  16,  outer  strut  quite  poor.  The  timber  for  arch-rods  is  bad  throughout.  Timber 
for  arcb-rodH  rotted  and  shaky  on  under  side.    This  is  a  bad  end. 

At  17,  stmts  splintered  slightly. 

At  18,  cross-brace  rotten.  Timber  for  arch-rods  rotted  and  shaky  on  under  side. 
Timber  for  arch-rods  very  bad  on  under  side,  crushed,  broken,  and  rotten  at  the  end. 
Outer  stmt  quite  poor. 

At  20,  all  bad ;  chord  is  poor  in  three  of  its  timbers. 

Up-stream  truss. 

At  2,  struts  and  posts  slightly  decayed. 
At  3,  one  timber  of  chord  crushed  somewhat. 
At  4,  timber  for  arch-rods  badly  splintered  and  shaky  at  one  end. 
3  to  5,  some  decay  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

5  to  7,  one  timber  of  chord  decayed  some,  where  it  abuts  against  another. 
7  to  9,  some  sap-rot  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

9  to  1,  chord  very  bad ;  three  of  its  timbers  are  crushed  and  broken. 
At  8,  one  strut  considerably  decayed  ;  one  slightly ;  chord  slightly  decayed. 
At  10,  struts  somewhat  decayt;d.    Cliord  under  plate  quite  poor. 
At  12,  counter-struts  pretty  bad.    Timber  for  arch-rods  is  bad.    The  under  plate  is 
crashed  into  the  stick,  and  timber  appears  bent. 

13  to  15,  top  chord  shows  very  bad  on  upper  side ;  the  timbers  are  crushing  up  ;  one 
is  almost  useless,  and  one  is  very  shaky.  The  chord  looks  badly  on  upper  side  from  9 
to  15. 

At  14,  counter-strut  bad.    Strut  somewhat  shaky. 

14  to  16,  chord  poor. 
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16  to  18,  three  adjacent  timbers  of  the  chord  pretty  poor. 

15  to  17,  two  timbers  of  the  chord  slipped  by  each  other.    Repairs  apparently  in 
progress. 
At  17,  one  stick  shows  rot ;  top  chord  od  npper  side  parting  near  here. 

17  to  19,  one  timber  badly  rotted  on  upper  side  top  chord. 

18  to  20,  one  timber  of  chord  decayed  some. 
At  20,  middle  strut  somewhat  decayed. 

SIXTH  SPAN. 

Down-stream  truss, 

'  At  2,  pretty  bad ;  all  the  timbers  are  rotted.  The  outer  arch-rib  is  somewhat 
decayed. 

At  3,  a  piece  has  been  taken  out  of  inner  timber  of  chord  1^  inch  in  depth  to  three- 
fourths  ot  its  width. 

At  4«  connter-strnt  pretty  bad.    Outer  strut,  slight  sap-rot  on  one  corner. 

At  6,  couuter-strnt  pretty  bad. 

At  8,  other  strut  very  bad. 

At  10,  all  timbers  pretty  bad. 

At  12,  counter-struts  pretty  bad.  The  timber  for  arch-rods  is  badly  shaken  at  the 
end,  and  is  bent  downward  in  the  middle ;  washer  at  upper  end  of  arch-rod  crushed 
into  timber  of  rib. 

At  14,  outer  strut  pretty  bad  ;  rotted  and  shaky. 

At  18,  inner  strut  slightly  rotted ;  plate  broken. 

At  15,  plate  broken.  The  upper  chord  of  this  span  has  one  timber  with  9ap-rot,  one 
splintered  somewhat,  and  one  w  ith  a  bad  knot. 

At  16,  the  timber  for  the  arch-rods  is  badly  split,  a  bad  timber;  outer  arch-rib 
somewhat  warped  from  truss  at  Virginia  end. 

At  20,  one  post  good,  rest  of  timbers  rotted ;  chord  over  pier  decayed. 

Up-stream  trms, 

A  shake  shows  near  13,  on  upper  side  top  chord. 
1  to  3,  chord  rotted  badly  where  two  timbers  abut. 
At  3,  a  slight  parting  shows  on  upper  side  top  chord ;  plate  broken. 
At  4,  one  strut  crushed  some;  counter-strut  lacking. 
At  6,  one  strut  and  counter-strut  slightly  decayed. 

4  to  6,  two  adjacent  timbei-s  of  chord  decayed  some ;  one  of  them  is  shaky. 
9  to  11,  some  decay  in  chord. 

At  12,  one  of  the  counter-struts  slightly  shaky ;  three  timbers  of  the  chord  show 
decay;  one  is  poor;  timber  for  arch-rods  slightly  shaky. 
At  14,  one  strut  is  somewhat  shaky. 

15  to  19,  one  timber  of  chord  decayed  ;  should  be  removed. 

At  16,  plate  broken ;  chord  shows  some  decay ;  timber  for  arch-rods  shaky  through- 
out this  end. 

16  to  18,  chord  shows  some  decay.    \ 

At  18,  the  lower  chord  as  seen  from  the  water  is  very  bad,  crushed  and  splintered. 
Apparently  about  3  inches  of  chord  has  been  cut  away  on  under  side  and  a  plank  let 
into  the  space,  against  which  the  under  plate  rest«.  ISome  sap-rot  on  under  side  of  this 
chord.  The  upper  side  is  also  cut  away  to  let  in  new  wood  to  support  plate  at  18.  This 
is  a  very  bad  place.  Timber  for  arch-rods  has  a  split  on  upper  side  to  heart;  the  stick 
is  sound,  however.    Outer  arch-rib  has  a  slight  parting  of  timbers  at  Virginia  end. 

At  20,  struts  somewhat  rotted.    One  post  decayed  some. 

SBVKNTH   SPAN. 

DoMon^stream  tru8», 

I  to  5,  outside  timber  of  chord  very  badly  rotted, (sap;)  should  be  renewed. 
At  2,  all  timbers  rotted. 

At  4,  counter-strut  and  outer  strut  decayed,  the  latter  badly ;  cross-brace  gone. 
At  8,  there  is  a  bad  split  half  through  the  end  of  the  timber  for  arch-rods. 
At  16,  outer  stmt  pretty  bad. 

II  to  19,  outside  timber  of  chord  somewhat  rotted,  (sap.) 
At  12,  plate  apparently  crushed  down  in  the  middle. 

At  14,  counter-strut  slightly  decayed. 

At  16,  outer  strut  pretty  bad.  Timber  for  arch-rods  somewhat  shaky  on  inside  of 
truss. 
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At  17,  counter- strut  crushed  and  sprang. 

At  18,  timber  for  arch-rod  badly  split.  The  rod  (outer)  is  bent.  Lower  timbers  of 
arch-rib  show  some  decay  ou  the  *inside.  The  under  side  of  chord  between  4  and  6 
appears  from  the  water  to  have  a  good  deal  of  sap-rot. 

At  19,  counter-strut  loose  and  plate  loose.  Throughout  the  bridge  the  bearing-plates 
of  the  counter-struts  at  1  and  19  are  of  wood.  The  upper  chord  of  this  span  has  one 
timber  with  some  sap-rot  and  one  with  a  good  deal  of  sap-wood. 

Up-atream  truss. 

1  to  3,  some  decay  in  one  timber  of  chord.    This  timber  should  be  renewed. 

At  2,  one  strut  somewhat  decayed. 

At  3,  a  joint  badly  started  in  top  chord  near.  Chord  pretty  bad  around  bolts  ;  looks 
as  if  it  might  soon  pull  apart. 

Between  1  and  3  some  sap-rot  shows  on  upper  side,  top  chord.  Frozen  dSbris  over 
pier  prevents  the  examination  of  the  chord.  The  lower  chord  of  this  span  should  be 
thoroughly  overhauled. 

At  4,  one  strut  is  very  bad,  a  good  deal  splintered ;  counter-strut  is  rather  poor. 

3  to  5,  joint  open  where  two  timbers  abut.  Some  decay  in  chord.  The  decay  to  9  is 
in  one  timber. 

5  to  7,  some  decay  in  one  timber  of  chold. 

7  to  9,  some  decay  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

At  6,  one  strut  shaky ;  chord  is  poor. 

At  7,  a  shaky  timber  shows  on  upper  side  of  top  chord. 

At  8,  one  strut  bod ;  one  decayed  some ;  chord  all  along  here  is  in  a  poor  condition. 

10  to  12,  chord  shows  some  decay. 

At  12,  chord  shows  some  decay. 

At  14,  chord  shows  some  decay ;  counter-strut  also. 

13  to  15,  some  decay  in  chord  ;  one  timber  shaky. 

At  16,  counter -strut  shaky  and  crushed  some.  Timber  for  arch-rods  rotted  away  at 
end.    The  plate  under  the  truss  is  crushed  into  the  chord.    This  is  a  bad  place. 

At  18,  struts  very  bad;  splintered,  crushed,  and  shaky. 

18  to  20,  chord  somewhat  decayed. 

At  20,  posts  quite  poor ;  outer  arch-rib  appears  sprung  from  truss. 

EIGHTH  SPAN. 

Dawn-stream  truss. 
At  2,  very  bad. 

3  to  5,  outside  timber  has  some  sap-rot. 
At  4,  counter-strut  slightly  decayed. 
At  6,  plat-e  broken. 

At  8,  rather  poor. 

At  12,  chord  decayed  ;  outer  strut  slightly ;  inner  strut  shaky. 

At  14,  the  timber  for  arch-rods  is  broKen  in  the  middle.  The  strut  from  the  pier  to 
this  end  of  truss  is  crushed  at  the  pier,  and  loose  from  bearing  under  truss. 

At  17,  struts  twisted  out  of  bearing.  The  upper  chord  of  this  span  has  one  timber 
rather  bad  with  sap-rot. 

At  18,  struts  crushed  and  shaky.  The  outer  timber  of  chord  has  considerable  sap- 
rot.  The  timber  for  arch-rods  slightly  shaky.  The  washer  at  upper  end  of  rod  is 
cruBhed  into  the  arch- timber. 

At  20,  one  post  pretty  good ;  the  outer  timbers  rotted. 

Up-stream  tru^s. 

Upper  chord  has  one  pretty  bad  timber  at  17  and  to  19 ;  one  bad  timber  about  mid- 
dle of  span. 

At  1,  a  shake  in  upper  side  of  top  chord. 

Between  1  and  3,  some  rot  upper  side  top  chord. 

At  2,  one  post  rotted  some. 

2  to- 4,  chord  poor  in  several  places. 

At  3,  upper  chord  shows  crusning  in  upper  side. 

At  4,  one  strut  pretty  bad.    Timber  for  rods  of  arch-ribs  shaky,  but  free  from  rot. 

4  to  6,  chord  shows  some  decay  near  a  washer. 

At  6,  one  strut  very  bad ;  rotted  and  shaky  and  crushed.  The  crushing  is  due  to  the 
shake. 

6  to  8,  one  of  the  timbers  of  the  chord  is  slipping  by  the  next,  owing  to  rot  around 
iioo.     Nearer  6,  one  timber  is  considerably  decayed. 

At  7,  bad  place  on  top  of  upper  chord  around  bolts. 
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At  8,  one  strat  Ih  bad  in  oue  corner. 

At  10,  some  decay  in  tbe  chord  to  12;  timber  for  rods  of  arch-ribs  pretty  shak^  at 
the  end. 

At  12,  connt«r-8trut  decayed  some. 

11  to  13,  chord  decayed  and  splintered  where  two  timbers  abut. 

13  to  15,  some  decay  in  chord. 

At  14,  one  strut  is  bad,  rotted,  and  shaky;  counter-strut  has  some  sap-rot.  Tbe 
chord  near  the  plate  is  bad ;  timber  for  arch-rods  bad  at  end. 

At  15,  plate  broken. 

At  16,  struts  somewhat  crushed,  and  one  of  them  is  very  shaky ;  counter-strut  de- 
cayed some.  A  poor  place.  Timber  for  rods  of  arch-ribs  bad  at  end ;  shaky  and  slightly 
rotted. 

At  19,  one  timber  of  chord  slightly  decayed. 

At  20,  struts  and  counter-struts  slightly  decayed  ;  out«r  arch-rib  somewhat  warped 
from  truss;  lower  chord  at  Virginia  end  looks  badly  from  the  water.  It  should  be 
overhauled. 

NINTU   SPAN. 

Doion-stream  truss, 

1  to  3,  an  iron  is  pulling  out ;  bolts  probably  require  to  be  screwed  up. 

At  2,  one  post  good,  the  other  timbers  rotted.    The  chord  is  bad. 

At  4,  outer  strut  is  rotied,  shaky,  aud  badly  sprung;  must  soon  break  unless 
replaced. 

At  8,  considerable  sap-rot  in  one  timber  of  chord. 

At  10,  chord  pretty  bad ;  oue  counter-strut  bad. 

At  12,  the  chord  along  here  is  very  poor. 

At  12,  timber  for  arch-rods  pretty  shaky. 

At  13,  plat«  broken.  The  upper  chord  of  this  span'  has  one  timber  with  some  sap- 
rot  and  oue  slightly  splintered  at  the  end.  ' 

At  14,  there  is  a  bad  shake  at  the  end  of  the  timber  for  arch-rods. 

At  16,  the  end  of  the  timber  for  arch-rods  is  bad,  (rotted ;)  chord  has  crushed  into 
this  timber.  This  is  a  very  poor  timber  throughout.  The  lower  chord  down-stream 
truss  appears  badly  from  the  water.  The  strut  from  the  eighth  pier  to  the  Georgetown 
end  of  downstream  truss  of  ninth  span  is  lacking. 

At  18,  counter-strut  lacking. 

At  20,  the  chord  at  tbe  foot  of  those  struts  is  in  very  poor  condition,  rotted  aud 
crushed  by  plat«. 

Up-stream  truss. 

Chord  over  pier  cannot  be  seen  on  account  of  frozen  debns. 

At  I,  posts  loose. 

At  2,  oue  strut  shows  some  decay. 

At  3,  one  strut  shaky;  one  timber  of  chord  shows  some  decay. 

At  4,  one  timber  of  chord  has  some  sap-rot  on  one  comer. 

At  6,  one  strut  with  some  rot  on  one  corner ;  counter-stnit  pretty  bad  on  under  side. 

At  8,  inner  timber  of  chord  is  very  poor;  8  to  10,  two  inner  timbers  of  chord  decayed, 
poor ;  9  to  11,  some  decay  in  chord,  one  timber  bad. 

At  7,  counter-strut  shaKy;  one  timber  of  chord  some  decay;  11  to  13,  two  timbers  of 
chord  have  some  sap-rot ;  supporting- timber  of  arch-rod  crushed. 

At  12,  counter-strut  bad  ;  inner  strut  shaky. 

At  14,  counter-strut-,  some  sap-rot. 

At  15,  plate  broken  ;  some  decay  in  one  timber  of  chord  ;  16  to  18,  where  two  tim- 
bers of  chord  about  the  ends,  are  very  bad. 

At  16,  timber  for  arch-rods  split  from  upper  side  half  through.  The  outer  arch-rib 
has  its  second  timber  from  top  crushed  somewhat  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  crowu. 
Outer  arch-rib  is  somewhat  warped  from  truss. 

At  18,  timber  for  arch-rod  rotted  on  under  side. 

At  20,  one  post  slightly  rotted.  Frozen  debris  prevents  an  examination  of  the  chord. 
I:  is  seen  that  those  struts  showing  that  they  have  been  subjected  to  a  strain  nearly 
to  their  limit  of  strength  are  in  the  second  sets  from  the  piers.  These  sets  are  of  two 
til:  bers  throughout  the  bridge.  The  greatest  strain  is  ou  the  first  set,  but  the  precau- 
tion has  been  taken  to  introduce  in  the  tirst  sets  a  third  timber,  as  an  additional  strut, 
consisting  of  two  parts,  the  upper  part  extending  from  the  plat>e  at  upper  chord  (at  3 
or  at  17)  to  the  counter-strut,  (1 1  o4  or  19  to  18 ;)  the  second  part  supplements  the  first, 
extending  from  the  counter-strut  to  the  plate  on  tbe  lower  chord,  (at  2  or  at  20.)  I 
estimate  the  weight  of  the  structure,  exclusive  of  the  arch-ribs  and  the  parts  pertain- 
ing thereto,  to  be  104,000  pouuds  per  panel.  This  includes  the  water  in  aqueduct. 
The  aqueduct  trunk  being  nearer  the  up-stream  side,  most  of  this  weight  will  be 
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borne  by  the  np-stream  trass.  The  weight  borne  by  this  trass*  exclading  the  arch-ribs, 
would  be  53,164  pounds  per  panel.  This  would  produce  a  compression  upon  the  sec- 
ond sets  of  struts  (from  formula  given  by  Rankine,  page  480)  of  182,884  pounds.  The 
area  of  the  cross-section  of  each  strut  is  132  square  inches ;  total,  264  square  inches 
per  set.  The  constant  compression,  then,  due  to  the  weight  of  the  structure  and  to  the 
weight  of  the  water  in  the  aqueduct,  wonld  be  693  pounds  per  square  inch  of  the  sec- 
ond sets  of  struts.  The  Ordnance  Manual  gives  5,017  pounds  per  square  inch  as  the 
crushing  force  for  the  white  pine  of  the  Allegheny  River,  Pennsylvania.  This  bridge 
is  built  of  Pennsylvania  pine.  This  compression  of  693  pounds  per  square  inch  was 
that  borne  by  these  struts  before  the  introduction  of  the  arch-ribs.  The  wave  preced- 
ing the  canal-boat  acted  as  a  moving  load,  but  the  effect  of  this  cannot  be  estimated 
from  any  data  we  possess.  Since  the  Introduction  of  the  arch-ribs  the  roadway  was 
opened,  and  we  have  no  data  for  the  maximum  load,  stationary  or  moving,  to  which 
the  bridge  has  latterly  been  subjected.  Even  if  we  knew  this,  the  relative  portion 
borne  by  the  arch-ribs  and  the  original  trusses  could  not  be  known ;  but,  as  has  been 
seen,  most  of  it  might  have  been  borne  by  the  latter. 

That  the  trnsses  nave  been  permitted  to  sag  in  the  middle,  is  seen  by  those  instances 
where  the  top  chord  over  the  piers  shows  indications  of  a  strain  of  extension.  These 
indications,  with  the  crushing  of  struts  in  several  instances,  crushing  of  the  top  chord 
in  one  truss,  (though  probably  duo  to  defective  timber,)  and  the  warping  or  spriugiug 
of  the  outer  arch-ribs  from  the  trusses  at  several  places,  show  that  the  structure  should 
be  carefully  overhauled  before  the  filling  of  the  aqueduct  with  water  should  again  be 
permitted. 

The  cross-timbers,  resting  upon  the  upper  chords  and  supporting  the  roadway,  ap- 
pear to  be  in  very  good  order.  The  longitudinal  4  by  4  sticks,  across  which  the  plank- 
ing is  laid,  were  very  poor,  and  rotten  in  several  places.  These  rotted  sticks  were  being 
replaced  at  the  time  of  the  inspection.  How  thoroughly  it  has  been  done  I  do  not 
know.  The  planking  of  the  bridge  is  very  much  worn  in  many  places,  but  with  proper 
watchfulness  there  is  no  danger  from  this  cause.  A  number  of  the  planks  I  found  to 
be  too  short  to  reach  the  4  by  4  longitudinal  sticks  on  the  down-stream  side,  next  to 
the  foot-path.  This  should  be  remedied.  The  side-railing  was  poor  in  several  places. 
Repairs  to  it  were  in  progress. 

t^fth.  The  approach  to  the  bridge  on  the  Virginia  shore  is  a  temporary  structure 
supported  by  trestles,  consisting  ot  a  ground-sill,  three  vertical  posts,  and  the  cap-sill. 
This  trestle-work  is  on  the  up-stream  embankment  of  the  approach,  and  is  connected 
with  the  bridge  proper  by  an  oblique  roadway,  supported  by  longitudinal  stringers, 
those  in  the  middle  of  the  roadway  resting  on  posts;  a  very  temporary  structure,  but 
strong  enough  for  carriages  and  the  lighter  class  of  farmers'  wagons,  but  is  unfit  for 
heavy  traffic.    The  side-railing  of  this  approach  is  poor  in  several  places. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Thomas  Turtle, 
First  Lieutenant  Engineered  U.  S.  A. 

Maj.  Wm.  P.  Craighill, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A. 


LETTERS  OF  MAJOR   N.  MICIILER,   CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 
1. 

Office  of  Public  Buildincjs,  Grounds,  and  Works, 

United  States  Capitol,  irashingtouy  D.  C,  January  2,  1869. 

General:  In  compliance  with  the  directions  contained  in  letter  of  heajjquarters. 
Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  December  30,  1868,  the  following  report  is  submitted  of  the 
inspection  I  was  requested  to  make  of  the  bridge  being  completed  over  the  Potomac 
River  at  Georgetown,  by  the  Alexcindria  Canal,  Railroad  and  Bridge  Company.  A  let- 
ter from  Mr.  William  W.  Dnngan,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company,  was  inclosed 
for  my  information,  in  which  he  called  attention  to  an  act  of  Congress  relating  to  the 
Alexandria  Canal,  and  stated  that  the  bridge  was  ready  for  inspection  in  conformity 
thereto.     Sections  2,  3,  and  4  of  said  act,  approved  July  27,  1868,  are  as  follows  : 

'^  Sec.  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  said  lessees,  their  associates,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  maintain  and  operate  said 
acjueduct,  and  to  erect,  build,  operate,  and  maintain,  across  the  Potomac  River,  from 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the  Virginia  shore,  upon  and  over  the 
stone  piers  upon  which  the  aqueduct  now  rests  in  conjanction  therewith,  a  bridge  of 
wnod,  iron,  or  stone,  with  one  or  more  ways  for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and 
vehicles,  and  also  with  one  or  more  tracks,  or  ways,  for  the  passage  of  engines  and 
cars,  with  sach  other  conveniences  as  are  usual  or  necessary  for  a  railroad. 

"  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  lessees,  their 
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associates  and  saccessors,  to  lay  out,  construct,'  maintain,  and  operate  a  railroad  across 
said  bridge,  from  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the  Virginia  shore,  and 
there  to  connect  with  said  railroad. 

''Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaciedj  That  as  soon  as  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Army 
shall  certify  to  the  Secretai*y  of  War  that  the  said  bridge  is  so  far  completed  as  to  be 
ready,  fit,  and  convenient  for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and  vehicles,  the  said 
lessees,  their  successors,  and  their  legal  representatives,  may  demand,  have,  and  receive, 
in  advance,  the  following  tolls,  to  wit,''  &,c. 

Agreeably  to  my  instructions,  I  examined  the  bridge  and  its  approaches  on  the  day 
of  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  the  3l8t  of  December,  as  carefully  as  the  state  of  the 
weather  would  permit.  As  the  company  desired  an  early  inspection,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  open  the  bridge  for  tolls  on  or  near  the  Ist  of  January,  18G9,  no  exact  measure- 
ments were  made  at  the  time  of  the  different  dimensions  of  the  bridge,  or  drawings 
prepared  of  the  plan  and  sections,  but  it  is  proposed  to  do  so  in  the  future,  that  they 
may  be  placed  on  file  among  the  archives  of  the  office. 

The  Potomac  Aqueduct  at  Georgetown  was  constructed  to  carry  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  across  the  Potomac  River,  and  was  designed  and  partly  executed  in  stone. 
It  was  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  TurnbuU,  of  the  United  States 
Topographical  Engineers.  The  piers,  every  third  one  forming  an  abutment  pier,  are 
most  substantially  built  of  heavy  blocks  of  gray  limestone,  laid  in  hydraulic  cement, 
and  upon  them  rests  a  wooden  superstructure,  consisting  of  the  trunk  of  the  aqueduct 
and  tow-patb.  Above  that,  on  the  deck  of  the  aqueduct,  the  bridge  proper,  composed 
of  the  roadway,  footway,  and  parapets  for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and 
vehicles,  is  being  completed.  The  bridge  proper  across  the  river  itself  consists  of  two 
trusses  of  the  Howe  combination,  strengthened  by  arches  and  chords.  The  cross-joists 
or  flooi'-girders  of  the  roadway  are  placed  upon  the  upper  stringers  of  each  truss.  Al- 
though the  wooden  arches  are  made  to  abut  against  each  other,  an  iron  plate  separat- 
ing the  ends,  instead  of  being  imbedded  in  the  stone  piers,  still  the  entire  upper  struct- 
ure is  substantially  constructed,  and  possesses  the  requisite  strength  and  stiffness. 
The  dimensions  of  the  wooden  beams  which  form  the  chords,  strings,  joists,  diagonal 
braces  and  posts,  and  the  iron  bolts  connecting  the  upper  and  lower  strings,  and  the 
arches  and  chords  are  sufficiently  large  for  the  purpose.  At  the  north  end  of  the 
bridge  proper  a  trestle-bridge  carries  the  roadway  over  the  canal  and  connects  it  with 
one  of  the  streets  of  Georgetown.  At  the  south  end  another  trestle-bridge  connects 
with  the  causeway  leading  to  it. 

The  trestle-work  at  the  north  end  is  but  a  temporary  substitute,  and  will  be  re- 
placed, so  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company  informs  me,  by  iron  posts  and 
girders.  An  embankment,  sustained  by  a  retAining-wall  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
canal,  is  to  be  substituted  for  the  trestle-work  at  the  south  end.  At  present  the  ap- 
proach to  the  bridge  along  the  causeway  is  very  narrow,  but  is  being  gradually  wi- 
dened, and  the  rise  from  the  causeeway  to  the  level  of  the  trestle-bridge  is  quite  steep. 
Railings  are  stiU  needed  along  portions  of  the  latter.  These  defects  are  being  gradu- 
ally remedied,  and  the  company  promise  to  render  the  approaches  to  the  bridge  safe 
and  secure.  As  the  result  of  my  inspection  of  the  bridge  proper,  aad  in  view  of  the 
work  on  the  approaches  being  pushed  rapidly  forward,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
''  the  bridge  is  so  far  completed  as  to  bo  ready,  fit,  and  convenient  for  the  passage  of 
persons,  animals,  and  vehicles." 

Mr.  Dungan's  letter  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.    MiCHLER, 

Major  of  Engineers,  Bvt,  Brig,  Gen,,  U,  S,  A, 
Bvt.  Msg.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers, 


2. 

Office  of  Public  Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Works, 

U,  S.  Capitol,  Washington,  D,  C,  January  8,  1869. 

General:  In  addiiion  to  the  report  which  I  submittwi  on  the  2d  instant,  concern- 
ing the  bridge  being  built  over  the  Potomac  at  Georgetown,  having  been  directed  to 
inspect  it  for  the  reasons  therein  stated,  I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  again 
examined  the  work  this  morning,  and  find  that  the  defects  then  existing  have  been 
entirely  remedied.  The  approach  to  the  bridge  by  the  causeway,  on  the  south  side, 
has  been  leveled  and  sufficiently  widened,  and  substantial  railings  have  been  constructed 
along  it  in  order  to  guard  against  accidents.  Tbe  entire  bridge  and  its  approaches  are 
now  safe  and  secure. 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  relating  to  the  Alexandria  Canal,  approved  Jaly 

,,tized  by  Google 


REPORT   OP   THE    CFIIEF   OF    ENGINEERS.  343 

27,  1868,  a  oarefnl  iDSpectioii  has  been  made,  and  I  be^  leave  to  report  in  the  words  of 
an  extract  from  section  fourth  of  the  act,  that  the  "  said  bridge  is  so  far  completed  as 
to  be  ready,  fit,  and  convenient  for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and  vehicles.*^ 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

N.  MlCHLER, 

Major  of  Engineers,  Bvt,  Brig,  Gen,,  U,  S,  A, 
Bvt.  M]^*.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers, 


letter  of  the  chief  of  engineers. 

Headquahteks  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  9,  1868. 
General:  In  compliance  with  the  tenns  of  section  4  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act 
relating  to  the  Alexandria  Canal,''  approved  July  28,  [27,]  1868,  expressed  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  viz :  ''  That  as  soon  as  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Army  shall  certify  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  that  the  said  bridge  is  so  far  completed  as  to  be  ready,  fit,  and  con- 
venient for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and  vehicles,  the  said  lessees,  their  suc- 
cessors and  their  legal  represoutatives,  may  demand,  have,  and  receive,  in  advance,  the 
following  tolls,''  &c.,  I  have  cansed  an  inspection  to  be  made  of  the  bridge  over  the 
aqueduct  across  the  Potomac  River  from  Georgetown  to  the  Virginia  shore,  and  do 
hereby  certify  that  ''  the  said  bridge  is  so  far  completed  as  to  be  ready,  fit,  and  conven- 
ient for  the  passage  of  persons,  animals,  and  vehicles." 

Copies  of  the  reports  of  inspection  by  General  Michler  are  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brigadier-General  of  Engineers,  Commanding, 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Sciiofield, 

Secretary  of  War. 


APPENDIX  G. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MR.  8.  T.  ABERT.  UNITED  STATES 
CIVIL  ENGINEER,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30,  1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  11,  1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report 
relating  to  the  works  of  river  and  harbor  improvement  under  my  charge 
tor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abert,  . 
United  States  Civil  Engineer. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Httiviphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U,  8.  A. 


G  I. 

WASHINGTON  AND  GEORGETOWN  HARBORS,  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

In  the  last  annual  report  it  was  stated  that — 

As  the  work  [of  dredginf^]  approachtid  completion  it  was  found  that  a  balance  wonld 
remain,  which,  by  th«  condiriimsof  the  act  of  appropriation,  mij^ht  be  applied  to  the 
removal  of  the  dau^erouM  rockii  from  the  harbor  of  Georgetown.     The  subject  was 
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brought  to  your  notice,  and  a  chart  of  the  rocks  and  specifications  for  their  removal 
were  laid  before  yoa.  With  yoar  approval,  the  work  was  ordered  to  be  advertised, 
bnt  the  period  of  execution  will  fall  in  the  next  fiscal  year. 

After  allowing  for  contingencies,  it  was  found  that  a  balance  of  aboat 
$10,000  might  be  devoted  to  this  object.  The  work  was  accordingly 
offered  for  contract.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  bids  received, 
which  were  opened  at  noon  of  July  30,  1875  : 


1 

i 

Name  and  address. 

1 

f 

Time  of  com- 
mencement. 

Time  of  com- 
pletion. 

Method    of 
working. 

Remarks. 

1 

American  Dredeing  Co., 
Philadelphia,  Va. 

130  00 

Sept 

1,1875 

Jane    30,1876 

Burleiszh  drill. 
Blast   and 

dredge. 
Divers  and 

steam-drill. 
Vessel  with 

derrick. 

For  not  less  than 
300  cubic  yds. 

s 

3 

Francis  H.  Smith,  New 
York. 

J.  Schuvler Crosby,  New 
York. 

Edw.  Moore,  Portland, 
Me. 

Thoa.  P.  Morgan,  Wash- 
ington, D.  (J. 

Geo.  W.Town»end,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

a9  00 

27  65 

Sept. 
Aug. 

1, 1875     June    30, 1876 

1 
15,  1875  i  Dec.     31, 1875 

For  600  cubic  yds. 

4 
5 
6 

37  00 
19  00 
26  00 

Oct. 
Sept. 
Sept 

1,  1875 
1, 1875 
1,  1875 

June    30,1876 
April     1. 1876 
June    30,1876 

An  examination  of  the  machinery  and  methods  employed  for  remov- 
ing rock  in  James  Eiver  indicated  that  the  work  could  be  done  more 
cheaply  by  hired  labor  than  by  contract.  As  the  funds  available  for 
rock-work  in  James  River  did  not  permit  its  continuance  beyond  Octo- 
ber, 1876,  Colonel  Craighill  offered  the  use  of  the  drilling-apparatas, 
&c.,  for  the  removal  of  the  rocks  in  Georgetown  Harbor.  The  bids  re- 
ceived were  therefore  all  rejected.  The  transfer  of  the  machinery  was 
made,  with  your  consent,  during  calm  weather  in  December,  1875,  and 
the  derrick,  lighters,  &c.,  laid  up  for  the  winter  behind  Analostan  Isl- 
and. Work  was  commenced  as  soon  as  the  weather  permitted,  (March 
20,)  and  is  still  in  progress. 

The  expenses  for  repairs  were  in  excess  of  the  estimates  of  the  for- 
mer superintendent  on  James  River.  The  machines  and  plank  had 
been  in  continuous  use  for  several  years,  and  many  of  the  parts  were  in 
such  a  condition  as  to  render  their  entire  removal  necessary.  The  work 
has,  however,  been  done  at  less  cost  than  the  lowest  bid,  when  offered 
for  contract. .  Up  to  this  date  336  cubic  yards  have  been  removed,  at  an 
average  cost  of  $16.28.  This  includes  the  repairs  made  necessary  by 
the  breaking  of  the  derrick.  After  raising  the  rock  and  placing  \^  on 
the  stone-barges,  it  is  removed  and  deposited  without  further  expense 
by  the  company  constructing  the  inclined  plane  for  lowering  canal-boats 
from  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  to  the  river. 

On  rock  A,  just  below  the  aqueduct,  there  is  now  17  feet  at  low-water. 
On  B,  just  above  the  prolongation  of  High  street,  there  is  now  from  13 
to  20  feet  at  low-water,  where  originally  there  was  but  6.  At  G  street 
wharf  there  is  about  9  feet,  where  heretofore  there  has  been  but  3  feet 
at  low-water. 

The  work  on  rock  B  will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the  sand  and  debris 
left  after  blasting  has  been  removed.  The  practical  details  and  analy- 
ses of  the  cost  of  the  work  will  be  presented  in  my  final  report  on  these 
operations. 
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CONTINUATION' OF  THE  IMPROVEMENT. 

In  my  last  report  I  enumerated  the  chief  features  in  the  plan  of  the 
Board,  which  was  submitted  to  Congress  December  17,  1872.  It  was 
evident  that  a  plan  of  such  magnitude  must  be  executed  in  parts,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  consider  the  whole  plan,  in  order  to  determine 
what  parts  should  be  first  selected  for  execution.  In  making  this  selec- 
tion, it  was  important  that  the  work  to  be  done  should,  in  itself,  be  an 
actual  improvement  of  the  navigation.  It  was  also  desirable  that  the 
partial  improvement  should  make  nature  a  co-worker  in  establishing  the 
channel  which  engineers  have  decided  to  be  the  most  suitable  for  navi- 
gation. In  accordance  with  this  criteria,  an  estimate  was  submitted  for 
improving  the  river  between  the  aqueduct  and  EaSby's  Point.  An 
examination  of  the  map  showed  that  the  river  had  been  contracted 
between  G  street  and  Easby's  Point  by  the  construction  of  wharves,  so 
that  at  this  point  its  width  was  less  than  at  any  part  of  the  channel 
between  the  point  and  the  aqueduct.  The  effect  of  this  contraction 
has  been  to  increase  the  floods  in  Georgetown  and  to  accelerate  the 
deposit  of  mud  in  the  channel  below  Analostan  Island.  Easby's  Point 
has  the  further  effect  of  deflecting  the  floods  to  the  marsh  at  the  foot  of 
the  island,  from  which  a  part  of  the  current  is  directed  toward  the  north 
end  of  the  bridge.  These  objectionable  effects  would  be  largely  modified 
by  cutting  off  Easby's  Point  and  the  northeast  edge  of  Analostan  Island. 
The  operations  contemplated  were  limited  to  the  part  of  the  river  be- 
tween G  street  and  Easby's  Point.  The  total  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tion asked  for  was  $564,000;  of  this  sum,  $14,000  were  to  be  expended 
in  dredging  the  Washington  Channel  between  the  arsenal  and  the  Long 
Bridge.  This  channel,  affording  the  only  access  for  steamboats  and 
shipping  to  the  city  wharves,  is  becoming  shoaler  each  succeeding  year. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  it  open  by  dredging  until  the  improvement 
(according  to  the  plan  of  the  Board)  is  so  far  advanced  that  wharves 
can  be  erected  on  the  Virginia  Channel  below  the  bridge.  The  old  chan- 
nel will  then  be  occupied  by  streets  and  squares,  1,023  acres  of  land  will 
have  been  reclaimed,  and  37,000  feet  of  wharf  frontage  (including  East- 
ern Branch)  made  available.  The  reclamation  of  the  land  necessary  to 
effect  these  objects  will  convert  the  pestilential  area  between  Easby's  and 
Arsenal  Point  into  spacious  parks  and  valuable  building  lots.  The 
execution  of  this  part  of  the  plan  will  require  large  and  prompt  appro- 
priations, and  its  effects,  as  well  as  the  details  of  the  practical  opera- 
tions, should  be  well  considered  before  it  is  begun. 

In  explanation  of  the  following  estimate  for  the  work 'proposed  at 
Easby's  Point,  I  would  state  that  the  rock  excavation  in  the  harbor  of 
Georgetown,  including  transportation  from  Richmond  and  repairs  of 
machinery,  cost  during  the  first  month  $21  a  cubic  yard ;  the  net  cost 
daring  the  month  of  May  (excluding  the  above  contingencies)  was  $10 
per  cubic  yard.  The  average  cost  of  250  cubic  yards,  including  ordi- 
nary repairs,  transportation  of  plank  from  Eichmond,  &c.,  was  $15.30 
per  cubic  yard.  As  the  contingent  expenses  are  nearly  the  same  whether 
the  amount  of  work  done  be  small  or  large,  the  average  cost  per  yard 
decreases  as  the  work  advances  within  certain  limits. 

In  the  work  proposed  near  Easbj^'s  Point,  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
clade  the  cost  of  machinery  as  well  as  ordinary  contingencies  of  repairs 
and  superintendence. 

I  have  estimated  the  average  cost  per  cubic  yard  for  this  work  at  $12. 
A  reduction  in  the  cost  may  be  made  by  a  careful  organization  and  judi- 
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cious  conduct  of  the  operations.  I  do  not  think  it  safe,  however,  in  con- 
sideration of  unforeseen  contingencies,  to  estimate  it  at  a  less  rate  per 
cubic  yard. 

APPROXIMATE  ESTIMATE    FOR    THE    IMPROVEMENT    OF    POTOMAC    RIVER  AT    EASBT'S 
POINT  AND  FOR  DREDGING  BETWEEN  THE  POINT  AND  DEEP  WATER  BELOW. 

Earth-excavation,  2,400  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents |7, 200 

Dredging,  60,000  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents 24,000 

Rock-excavation,  44,400  cubic  yards,  at  $12 532,800 

Removing  wharves 7,600 

Contingencies 114,400 

686,000 

RECAPITULATION. 

The  amount  asked  for  is  as  follows : 

For  the  work  at  Easby's  Point $550,000 

For  dredging  at  Washington  Channel 14,000 

564,000 

This  amount,  which  woald  of  itself  make  an  efficient  improvement, 
is  the  same  as  asked  for  last  year. 

The  amount  estimated  for  the  work  at  Easby's  Point  and  Analostan 
Island,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  the  Board,  is  $1,902,664.  (See 
annual  report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  part  2,  p.  119.) 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,1875 $20,755  24 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 11,313  37 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876  .\ 9, 441  87 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     14, 000  00 


G2. 

ACCOTINK  CREEK,  VIKGINIA. 

No  funds  have  been  available  for  this  improvement  during  the  year, 
and  no  work  has  been  done. 

The  amount  required  to  complete  the  work  according  to  the  original 
estimate  is  $14,000.    The  appropriation  made  June  10, 1872,  was  $5,000. 

Accotink  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Alexandria,  which  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry. 
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G3. 

OCCOQUAN  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

An  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  made  by  act  of  March  3,  1875,  and 
the  work  oflfiered  for  contract,  the  following  bids  having  been  received 
and  opened  June  30,  1875  : 


Name  and  addrcra. 

Rcnmvedin 
8C0WH. 

Deposited 

on  Aides 

of  cbannel. 

* 

Price  iM*r  cubic 
yard. 

Amount  for  7.000 
cubic  yarda. 

0          c 

1      S" 

:-^-  II 

10  13 11,  690 

of  20  cents. 

18   2.340 

15   1,950 

18   2,340 

Total. 

Time  of  com-    Time  of  com- 
niencemiint.    .       plelion. 

i 

G.  H.  Ferris.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

Wm.  H.  Beard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  . . . 
Thoa.  P.  Morgan,  Waadinffton,  D.  C 
J.  H.  Teemyer  Sc  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md 

10  2711,890 

General  bid 

24i  1,680 

22   1.540 

24    1.680 

$3,580 
4,000 
4,020 
3,490 
4,020 

Sept.  10,1875  Jan.  10,1876 
Nov.  1, 1875  June  30. 1876 
Feb.  1, 1876  ;  June  30, 1876 
Immediately.  1  Sept  1,1875 
July     15,1875     Nov.  30,1875 

Contract  awarded  to  Mr.  Tbos.  P.  Morgau,  of  Wasbington,  D.  C. 

The  contractor,  having  been  unable  to  complete  other  work  on  which 
he  was  engaged,  was  permitted  to  defer  commencing  until  March  1, 
1876.  A  channel  was  first  excarated  through  the  bar,  about  midway 
between  the  railroad-bridge  and  Occoquan,  over  which  but  4J  feet  could 
be  carried  at  low-water.  The  material  excavated  was  coarse  sand,  and 
was  deposited  on  the  edge  of  the  upper  mud,  and  below  the  bridge,  in 
from  4  to  5  feet  of  water.  The  channel  was  completed  April  15,  with  a 
width  of  80  feet  and  a  depth  of  from  5J  to  6  feet  at  low-water. 

As  this  bar  owes  its  formation  to  a  sudden  increase  in  the  width  of 
the  river,  and  the  consequent  deposit  of  material  brought  down  by 
freshets,  the  channel  can  hardly  be  expected  to  maintain  its  depth 
without  the  aid  of  a  dike  to  contract  the  width  of  the  river. 

A  survey  of  the  channel  through  the  haven  mud  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  was  made  April  8.  It  was  found  tliat  owing  to  the  accumulation 
of  logs  and  drift-wood,  and  from  other  causes,  the  channel  had  filled  in 
to  such  an  extent  that  but  little  more  than  4  feet  could  be  carried 
through  it  at  low-water.  It  was,  therefore,  found  necessary  to  re- 
dredge  the  larger  part  of  this  cbannel,  and  to  remove  the  material  in 
scows.  The  work  was  commenced  April  18,  and  continhed  until  the 
available  funds  were  exhausted.  May  17 ;  2,000  feet  of  the  channel  were 
completed  to  a  width  of  45  feet,  and  about  700  feet  to  a  width  of  65  feet, 
the  depth  being  from  5 J  to  6J  feet  at  low-water.  The  material  excavated 
was  soft  mud,  and  was  deposited  in  Occoquan  Bay.  Six  oak  piles  were 
driven  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  channel  to  mark  its  direction.  This 
channel  would  better  retain  its  depth  if  it  were  located  in  the  direction 
of  the  tidal  currents.  The  original  estimate  was  $18,000.  The  follow- 
ing appropriations  have  been  made:  $5,000  March  3,  1873;  $5,000 
June  23,  1874 ;  $5,000  March  3,  1875. 

Eequired  to  complete  the  work  according  to  original  estimate,  83,000. 

For  the  dike,  as  proposed  for  the  bar  below  Occoquan,  85,000  will  be 
,  required. 


Occoquan  is  in  the  coUection-distriot  of  Alexandria. 
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Money  statement. 

Amoant  available  July  1, 1875 85,493  92 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 5, 071  91 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 422  01 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1878  8, 000  00 


G  4. 

AQUIA  CREEK,  VIRGINIA. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  $2,000,  appropriated  March  3,  1875, 
were  available  for  this  work.  The  following  bids  were  received  and 
opened  at  12  m.,  June  30,  1875 : 


Name  and  address. 


W.  n.  Beard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  . 
hnmas 
D.C. 


lyn, 
Thomas  P.  Morgan,  Wiwhin^D, 

D.  C 
A.  A.  Dodj;e,  Baltimore,  Md 


D<'po«ited  on 
H  i  d  (^  8   of 

llt-nioved 

channel. 

In  HC0W8. 

u 

0 

0 

.0 

3 
0    . 

•zi 

s 
u 

Tl-H 

a. 

b3 

it 

&§  1 

$0  90 

< 

$1,  500 

(^ 

<     I 

^25 

#625 

15 

1,125 

24 

550 

13 

975 

27 

675 

Total. 


Time  of  com- 
menc'43meut. 


Time  of  com- 
pletion. 


12,125  I  Apr.    1.  1876    June  30,  1676 
1, 675  I  Sept    1,  l«75    Nov.    1, 1875 

1, 650  I  July  10, 1875    Sept  10, 1875 


Contract  awarded  to  A.  A.  Dodge,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Work  was  commenced  August  4,  1875.  The  channel  begun  in  1874 
was  completed  to  the  width  of  40  feet  and  depth  of  4  feet  at  low- 
water,  and  a  portion  further  widened  to  80  feet.  The  work  was  dela^'ed 
by  breakage  of  machinery  and  other  causes,  so  that  it  was  not  com- 
pleted until  September  22,  1875. 

The  amount  of  material  removed  per  day  averaged  327  cubic  yards 
for  actual  time  worked.  These  operations  have  been  conducted  above 
the  railroad  bridge  exclusively,  and  have  been  so  directed  as  to  attain 
the  best  results  with  the  small  appropriations  and  without  deviating  from 
the  original  plan.  The  character  of  the  creek  and  the  discussion  of  the 
improvement  are  fully  given  in  the  report  of  1875.  The  total  amount 
of  appropriations  was  $5,500.  The  original  estimate  was  $18,000.  On 
account  of  delay  in  not  completing  the  work  at  once  this  sum  should  be 
increased  to  $20,000.  Every  new  contract  for  this  work  requires  addi- 
tional expenditure  for  towing  tlie  dredging-plant  to  and  from  the  work, 
and  as  the  unfinished  cut  fills  more  rapidly,  much  of  the  work  has  to  be 
redredged.  This  would  have  been  obviated  by  granting  the  amount  of 
the  original  estimate  in  one  appropriation.  The  work  was  so  uncertain 
that  Congress  wisely  concluded  to  order  an  experimental  channel.  The 
original  estimate  was  $18,000.  The  following  appropriations  have  been 
granted:  $1,500  June  10, 1872:  $2,000  March  3,  1873  :  $2,000  March 
3, 1876. 
The  creek  is  in  the  collectiou-district  of  Alexandria. 

Money  statement 

Amoantavailable  July  1,1875 $2,003  71 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 2,  OO'r  71  ' 

Amoant  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 14, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. .   14, 500  00 
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G5. 

NOMINI  CREEK,  VIRGINIA. 

The  work  was  offered  Ibr  contract  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  ap- 
propriating $5,000.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  bids  received  and 
opened  at  12  m.,  Jane  30, 1875 : 


Name  and  addreea. 

Dredging. 

Driving  piles. 

Time  of  com - 

i 

p 
{Z5 

It 

A  meant  for 
15,000  cubic 
yards. 

;§  S     Amount  for 
^"2       1,000  linear 

•1       ^eot- 

Time  of  com- 
pletion. 

1 

3 
3 

4 
5 

J.  H.  Toemyer  &,  Co.,  Balti- 
more, Md. 
W.  H.  Beard,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 
Edgar  M.  Payn,  Albany,  N.Y 
G.  H.  Ferris,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y  . 
Thomas  P.  Morgan,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

10  30 

36 

33 
33 

H500  00 

.^  400  00 
7, 462  50 
4,950  00 
4.950  00 

No  bid 

Nobid 

•oao          laoooo 
!  Nobid : 

50              9500  00 

Oct     1,1875 

April  1, 1875 
Deo.    1,1875 
Nov.   1,1875 
Nov.   1,1875 

Juae  30,1876 

June  30, 1876 
June  30,1876 
June  30, 1876 
June  30, 1876 

Coutract  for  dredging  awarded  to  J.  H.  Teemyer  &,  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

The  work  to  be  done  consisted  in  widening  and  deepening  the  exist* 
ing  channel  near  White  Point  and  between  Hickory  and  Ice-House 
Points,  where  the  rapidity  and  direction  of  the  currents  made  this  process 
necessary  for  safe  navigation,  as  well  as  the  completion  of  the  plan  of 
improvement  according  to  the  original  design. 

Work  was  commenced  October  6,  1875,  but  the  dredging-machine 
used  was  not  sufficiently  strong,  and  frequently  broke  down,  causing 
delays  of  from  1  to  &  days.  The  prevailing  high  winds  also  inter- 
fered materially  with  the  progress  of  the  work.  Dredging  was  contin- 
ued until  November  30,  when  the  boiler  began  to  leak  from  the  use  of 
salt-water,  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  bring  the  dredge  to  Wash- 
ington for  repairs.  Up  to  this  date,  6,016  cubic  yards  of  material  had 
been  excavated.  This  work  has  not  yet  been  resumed.  Oak  piles  have 
been  driven  to  mark  the  channel. 

The  actual  cost  of  conducting  operations  has  been  greater  than  was 
anticipated,  on  account  of  delays  and  increased  contingent  expenses  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  appropriations  were  granted  in  small  sums.  For 
this  reason,  as  stated  in  my  last  report,  $5,000  will  be  required  to  deepen 
and  widen  the  natural  channel  and  to  build,  if  on  re-exami nation  it 
appears  necessary,  a  short  submarine  dam. 

The  original  estimate  was  $20,000.  The  following  appropriations  have 
been  made:  $10,000  March  3, 1873;  $6,000  June  23, 1874;  $5,000  March 
3,  1875. 

Nomini  Creek  is  in  the  conoction-district  of  Alexandria)  which  is  also  the  nearest 
port  of  entry. 

Since  the  suspension  of  dredging  operations,  small  steamers  have  been 
regularly  plying  between  the  creek  and  Washington. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $4,997  (57 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 3, 144  44 

Amount  available  July  1, 187(5,  including  $180.48  due  on  contracts 1 ,  853  23 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    6, 000  00 
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G  6. 
RAPPAHANNOCK  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  Mr.  E.  M.  Payn  was  still  engaged  dredg- 
ing a  channel  along  the  wharf- front  at  Fredericksburg.  This  work  was 
completed  July  28,  1875,  giving  a  channel  9  feet  deep  and  50  feet  wide. 
The  excavated  material  was  deposited  behind  the  dikes.  The  completed 
channel  is  shown  on  map  Xo.  1. 

The  amount  offered  for  contract  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  was 
$5,000.  The  following:  is  an  abstract  of  bids  for  this  work  opened  June 
30, 1875  : 


Amount  for 


Name  and  addreas.  9 .2       15,000  cubic  ,  "^^"^  "jL^'IV"" 

E-i       yarda.  mencement. 


Time  of  com- 
pletion. 


EM.  PajD,  Albany,  N.Y ?0  41)5        17.48125    Sept    1,1875    Dec.    31,1875 

G.  H.  Ferris.  Brooklyn.  X.  Y 34.^  5, 175  00    Sept    1, 1875    June  30, 1876 

Thomas  P.  Morjjau,  Wasbin^on,  D.  C •      38  5,  700  00  ,  Jan.     1,  1876  I  April    1, 1876 


Contract  awarded  tf»  Mr.  G.  H.  Ferris,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

At  the  time  fixed  for  commencing  this  work  Mr.  Ferris  was  engaged 
on  river  improvements  elsewhere,  which  he  had  been  nnable  to  complete, 
and  he  was  permitted  to  defer  commencing  until  March  14,  1876.  The 
work  proposed  was  a  channel  9  feet  deep  and  50  feet  wide  through  that 
part  of  Fredericksburg  Bar  between  the  lower  wharf  and  Deep  Run. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  funds  this  was  not  completed.  A  heavy  freshet 
occurred  while  the  work  was  in  progress,  which  filled  in  the  upper  end 
of  the  channel  from  1  to  2  feet.  Work  was  suspended  May  8, 16,044 
cubic  yards  having  been  excavated  and  deposited  behind  the  lower  dike, 
an"  average  of  392  yards  per  day  for  actual  time  made.  The  material 
excavated  was  sand.  This  channel  is  shown  on  map  No.  2.  On  May  6, 
1876,  an  examination  was  made  of  the  channel  excavated  by  Mr.  Payn 
along  the  wharves.  It  was  found  to  have  filled  in  generally  about  2  feet, 
and  at  one  point  as  much  as  5  feet. 

On  May  28  a  survey  of  Castle  Ferry  Bar  was  made.  It  is  9  miles  be- 
low Fredericksburg,  and  is  stated  by  steamboat  captains  to  have  the 
least  water  of  any  bar  below  Fredericksburg.  The  survey  showed  that 
84  feet  can  easily  be  carried  over  it  at  low- water,  and  its  improvement 
at  the  present  time  seems  unnecessary.  The  bar  at  Fredericksburg 
still  remains  the  chief  obstruction  to  navigation. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  trade  of  the  river  since  1874. 
(See  report  of  Colonel  Craighill  to  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875.)  According 
to  the  original  estimate,  (Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,)  $44,000 
will  be  required  to  improve  the  bars  below  the  city,  so  as  to  give  a 
depth  of  10  feet  at  low-water.  This  depth  is  much  greater  than  that 
which  can  be  maintained  on  the  Fredericksburg  Bar  by  the  annual  ex- 
penditure of  $7,500.  Should  Congress  deem  the  trade  of  suflicient  im- 
portance to  justify  the  outlay,  this  sum  should  be  expended  each  year  to 
maintain  a  depth  of  from  8  to  9  feet  at  Fredericksburg. 

The  amounts  appropriated  for  this  river  have  been  as  follows :  $15,000 
March  3, 1871;  $15,000  June  10,  1872;  $15,000  March  3,  1873;  $7,000 
June  23,  1874;  $5,000  March  3,  1875;  $10,000  August,  1876. 

The  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Tappahannock. 
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Money  slatement 

Amount  available  July  1,  187.') ;J13, 4:^7  57 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1876 13, 036  82 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 400  75 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  require<l  for  completion  of  existing  project 34, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  34, 000  00 


G7. 

ELIZABETH  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

The  act  of  March  3,  1875,  appropriated  $5,000  lor  this  river,  aud  the 
work  was  olBfered  for  contract,  the  followiug  bids  having  been  opened 
July  7,  1876: 


Deposited     Deposited 
iu  basin,    on  iiiarslies.i 


Name  and  addretw. 


Per  cable 
yard. 


Per  cubic  ; 
yard. 


Timeofcom- 
meucement. 


E.  M.  Payn,  Alban j%  N.  Y 

H.  £.  Cufpepper,  Portsmoath,  Ya  . 


$0  36 
29 


10  44i,  Dec.  31. 1875 
35    July  10, 1875 


Time  of  com. 
plotion. 


Jane  30,1876 
Sept.  10,1875 


Contract  awaMed  to  H.  E.  Cnlpepper,  Portsmouth,  Ya. 

The  work  proposed  was  widening  and  deepening  the  river-channel 
between  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  locks  and  Park's  Gap  to 
a  depth  of  7^  feet  at  low-water  and  a  width  of  60  feet.  The  work  was 
commenced  July  27, 1876,  and  completed  as  far  as  the  funds  would  per- 
mit October  6, 1875.  The  material  excavated  was  hard  sand.  It  was 
deposited  on  the  marshes,  and  in  the  river  at  localities  where  it  would 
not  interfere  with  navigation.  The  amount  required  to  complete  the 
work  according  to  the  estimate  of  last  year  was  $8,500.  The  amount 
granted  by  Congress  was  $5,000.  Whether  the  incidental  contingent 
and  other  expenses  due  to  delay  in  granting  the  full  amount  will  increase 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  cannot  be  determined  until  the  appro- 
priation just  made  available  has  been  exhausted. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  was  $25^000.  The  appropria- 
tions by  Congress  have  been:  $15,000  March  3, 1873;  $10,000  June  23, 
1874;  $5,000  March  3,  1875;  $5,000  August,  1876.  Additional  sum 
asked,  for  reasons  stated  in  last  report,  $3,500. 

Elizabeth  River  is  iu  the  collection-district  of  Norfolk,  Ya. 

The  statistics  of  trade  and  tonnage  appended  to  previous  reports 
clearly  establish  the  great  importance  of  preserving^the  navigation  of 
this  river. 

Money  statement 

Amoant  available  July  1, 1875 $4,726  40 

Amoan t  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4, 608  38 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 118  02 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  pntject 3, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876.  3, 500  00 
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G  8. 

NANSEMOND  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

The  amount  offered  for  contract  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  was 
$5,000.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  bids  received,  which  were 
opened  at  12  ra.  on  July  7, 1875: 


1 

s 

Name  and  address. 

V. 

sit 

u 

H 

§   . 
|| 

Per  cnb. 
yard. 

i  . 
II 

Removal 
ofwteck 

Time  of  com- 

Time  of  com- 
pletion. 

Per  cab. 
yaid. 

Per  cnb. 
yard. 

Per  cub. 
yard. 

1 
8 
3 

H.  E.  Culpepper,  Port 8- 
mouth,  va. 

J.  H.  Teemyer  Sc  Ca,  Bal- 
timore, lAd* 

E.M.Payn,  Albany,  N.Y 

f0  22 
28 
94J 

10  26 

No  bid 

43 

10  32 
No  bid 

50 

10  30 
No  bid 
No  bid 

$400  00 

450  00 

No  bid.. 

Sept  20. 1875 
Oct.     1,1875 
Sept   1,1875 

Nov.  90.1875 
Jane  30,1876 
Dec.   31,1875 

*  Conditional  on  acceptance  of  bid  for  dredgin;;. 
Contract  awarded  to  H.  E.  Culpepper,  Portsmoath,  Va. 

The  work  proposed  was  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  7J  feet  deep,  at 
low-water,  through  the  bar  at  Suffolk.  The  work  was  commenced  Octo- 
ber 20,  1875,  the  wreck  being  first  removed  and  placed  on  the  marsh  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  dredging  was  commenced  October 
25.  Some  of  the  material  excavated  was  deposited  on  the  marshes  and 
wharves,  but  the  larger  part  was  dumped  in  a  deep  creek  about  one 
mile  above  Suffolk.  On  December  7,  a  second  dredge  was  placed  on 
the  work,  which  was  completed  January  5,  1876. 

The  original  estimate  for  improving  the  river  was  $30,000.  Appro- 
priations have  been  made  as  follows:  $15,000  March  3, 1873;  $10,000 
June  23,  1874;  $5,000  March  3,  1875;  $5,000  August,  1876. 

To  complete  the  work  according  to  the  estimate  of  last  year,  $2,000 
will  be  required.  Thi^  sum  should  be  expended  in  repairing  the  old 
dike  near  Western  Branch  Bar,  which  is  in  very  bad  condition. 

Nansemond  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  which  is  also  the  nearest 
port  of  entry. 

Money  statement. 

Amonnfc  available  July  1,  1875 $6,921  52 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 6, 833  93 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1876    87  59 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  oxisUog  project 2,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.  2,000  00 


G  g. 

ROANOKE  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  contractor  for  the  dike  at  Indian 
Highland  Bar  was  making  preparations  (or  the  work.  Before  it  could 
be  commenced,  however,  the  river  rose,  and  work  was  not  begun  until 
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October  15, 1875.  It  was  continued  with  frequent  suspensions  from 
high-water  and  other  causes  until  February  7, 1876,  when  the  river  again 
rose  to  such  a  height  that  operations  were  entirely  suspended. 

During  the  low- water  of  October  14  and  15,  a  measurement  was  made 
of  the  rocks  partially  removed  at  Weldon  by  Mr.  Foote,  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  Graighill.  The  amount  of  rock-excavation  was 
accurately  ascertained,  and  payment  was  accordingly  made  for  63  cubic 
yards. 

In  my  last  report  the  difficulty  of  improving  the  bars  in  the  Boanoke 
River  between  Weldon  and  Plymouth  was  fully  stated.  It  is  reported 
that  the  two  dangerous  bars  above  Norfleet's  Landing,  known  as  Rocky 
Bars,  are  not  navigable  when  the  water  is  below  3  feet,  Except  by  the 
Weldon  steamboat,  which  draws  but  1 J  feet  when  half  loaded.  Bridg- 
er's  Ferry  is  the  head  of  navigation  for  all  other  boats  plying  on  the 
Roanoke. 

Inquiry  has  been  made  as  to  the  head  of  navigation  during  the  low- 
water  season  for  several  years.  The  following  replies  have  been  re- 
ceived : 

1870,  river  not  navigable  above  Hamilton  from  Jnne  5  to  September  12. 

1871,  river  not  navigable  above  Hamilton  from  July  18  to  October  7. 

1872,  river  not  navigable  above  Hamilton  from  Jaly  7  to  October  30. 

1873,  river  not  navigable  above  Flag  Ran  from  Jnly  27  to  November  7. 

1874,  river  not  navigable  above  Flag  Run  from  July  2  to  December  4. 

1875,  river  navigable  the  whole  year  to  Norfleet's  Landing. 

Dangerous  snags  now  exist  at  Indian  Greek,  Flag  Run,  Legget's  Bar, 
and  Norfleet's  Landing,  which  interfere  seriously  with  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  and  should  be  removed. 

If  Congress  should  determine  to  continue  this  improvement,'  $45,000 
should  be  appropriated  for  the  next  year,  to  be  applied  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  bars  next  above  Indian  Highland,  as  indicated  in  the  last 
annual  report.  If,  however,  it  is  the  opinion  that  operations  should  be 
suspended,  $3,000  will  still  be  required  for  the  removal  of  the  snags 
above  referred  to. 

The  most  serious  obstacle  to  the  practical  operations  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river  (after  the  uncertain  mutations  of  the  sand-bars)  is 
foand  in  the  unceasing  oscillations  of  the  water-surface.  To  determine 
the  period  and  height  of  these  movements,  I  have  caused  gauge-observ- 
ations to  be  taken  at  Weldon,  at  Hamilton,  68  miles  below,  and  at 
Plymouth^  122  miles  below.  I  found  great  difi&culty  in  securing  accurate 
observers,  but  after  carefully  sifting  the  records  I  have  concluded  that 
the  following  table  might  be  of  value  in  case  an  improvement  of  the 
river  is  again  ordered  by  Congress.  It  gives  the  height  of  the  surface 
at  Weldon  and  Hamilton  for  nearly  every  day  from  February  1, 1875, 
to  June  30, 1876.  It  was  found  that  the  changes  of  the  water-level  at 
Plymouth  were  but  little  affected  by  the  freshets  in  the  river;  the  ob- 
servations at  this  point  were  therefore  discontinued,  and  none  have 
been  included  in  the  table. 
23  E 
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The  dates  and  amounts  of  appropriations  for  the  river  below  Weldon 
have  been  as  follows:  March  3, 1871,  $20,000;  June  10, 1872,  $10,000; 
March  3, 1873,  $10,000;  June  23, 1874,  $5,000;  total,  $45,000. 

The  nearest  coUection-diBtrict  is  Edenton,  N.  C. 

'  Amount  of  dike  now  completed,  986  linear  feet. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  Jnly  1,1875.. $10,586  12 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 5, 303  49 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $236.88  due  on  contracts 5, 282  63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 222, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30, 1878.    45, 000  00 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  DELAYS  FROM  BREAKAGE  Am>  OTHER  CAUSES  ON  SIX  DIPFER- 

1£NT  IMPROVEMENTS. 


1 

1 

6 

1 
1 

Delays. 

1 

o 

1 
1 

Average    am't 
of  excavation 
per  day. 

Improvement 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

o 

Causes  of  delay. 

Aqnia  Creek 

43 

48 
66 

47 
63 
61 

53 
40  5-6 

"J 

SI 
M 

Cl-0 

l3 

41 
44 
31 

13 
14 
S3 

4 
9 
5ft 

9 

74 
74 

194 
123 
276 

341 
*231 
188 

387 
233 
351 

392 
*257 
241 

14ft  days  for  repairs. 
Largely  for  repairs. 
Freshet,  low  water,  and 

repairs. 
Freshets,  &0. 
Repairs^ 

N'omini  Creek 

Occoqnan  Biver 

RappahaiiDock  River .. 

XansemoDd  River 

EUxabeth  River 

*  Two  dredges  employed  fbr  a  part  of  the  time.    The  amount  is  the  average  per  dredge. 

According  to  the  above  table,  the  delays  in  the  dredging  operations 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  the  contractor  ranges  from  13  to  44  per  cent. 
The  greatest  delay  occurs  at  points  which  are  distant  from  shops  where 
repairs  can  be  promptly  executed,  or  at  localities  exposed  to  the  winds. 
The  greatest  are  found  necessary  when  the  machinery  is  old.  Another 
class  of  delays  occur  from  want  of  foresight  or  judgment.  A  carefully- 
prepared  record  of  the  delays  and  their  causes  would  supply  valuable 
information  to  inexperienced  contractors. 


G   10. 

examination  of  the  east  branch  of  potomac  river,  from  the 
navy- yard  to  bladensburg,  district  of  columbia. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Washington,  i>.  O.,  Deceinber  23,  1875. 
General  :  In  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  provision 
is  made  for  an  examination  or  survey  of  the  East  Branch  of  Potomac 
River  from  Bladensburg,  Md.,  to  the  navy -yard,  District  of  Columbia. 
This  duty  was  assigned  to  me  by  your  letter  of  March  22, 187^. 
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In  order  to  ascertain  the  intent  of  the  above-mentioned  provision,  I 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  Lloyd  Lowndes,  M.  C,  by  whom  I  was 
referred  to  the  president  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

1  learned,  on  consultation  with  this  gentleman,  that  the  company  of 
which  he  was  president  proposed  to  open  a  water-communication  be- 
tween the  harbors  of  Washington  and  Baltimore,  and  that  the  improve- 
ment of  the  channel  of  the  Eastern  Branch  was  a  part  of  this  scheme. 

To  complete  the  canal  to  one  of  the  navigable  tributaries  of  Chesa- 
peake Bay.  the  parties  interested  propose  to  form  a  joint-stock  company 
and  to  obtain  the  aid  of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  carry  out  the  project. 
Tw.0  routes  are  practicable.  The  least  expensive  route  will  probably  be 
found  near  an  air-line  from  Bladensburgh  to  the  Severn  Eiver,  about 
eight  miles  above  Anuapolis.  This  line  crosses  the  Patuxent  about  IJ 
miles  below  the  confluence  of  the  North  Branch,  and  is  17^  miles  in 
length. 

The  other  route  will  not  be  far  distant  from  an  air-line  from  Bladens- 
burg  to  the  Patapsco  Eiver,  near  the  mouth  of  Deep  Eun,  a  distance  of 
twenty -one  miles.  The  distance  from  Deep  Eun  to  Baltimore  by  the 
channel  of  the  Patapsco  is  very  nearly  12  miles. 

Two  routes  have  been  surveyed,  both  of  which  are  near  this  air-line. 
That  which  seems  to  be  the  least  expensive  was  examined  by  Mr.  Isaac 
Trimble,  in  or  about  the  year  1838.  It  is  twenty-four  miles  in  length, 
nearly.  Following  the  Eastern  Branch  above  Bladensburgh  for  ten 
miles,  this  route,  after  leaving  the  branch,  passes  over  a  ridge  155  feet 
above  tide,  then  crossing  the  Patuxent  3  miles  east  of  the  air-line, 
it  continues  four  miles  farther  to  the  North  Branch  of  the  Patuxent, 
passing  over  in  this  distance  a  ridge  135  feet  above  tide ;  then  crossing 
the  North  Branch,  2^  miles  east  of  the  air-line,  it  follows  up  a  creek  for 

2  miles,  and  crossing  over  to  Deep  Eun,  it  follows  the  run  to  the 
Patapsco  Eiver. 

As  a  good  map  of  the  branch,  made  at  the  United  States  Coast  Sur- 
vey Ofl&ce  in  1862  and  1865,  showed  the  condition  of  the  river  at  those 
dates,  I  directed  Assistant  Engineer  J.  B.  Duncklee  to  establish  gauges 
to  determine  the  character  of  the  tides,  and  to  sound  the  river,  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  whether  any  changes  had  taken  place,  as  well  as 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  information  necessary  for  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  improvement.  This  examination  was  made  August  19 
and  20, 1876. 

The  Eastern  Branch  is  navigable  (at  low  water)  from  its  mouth 
to  the  navy-yard,  a  distance  of  1|  miles,  by  vessels  drawing  14 
feet.  The  ruling  depth  between  the  navy-yard  and  Anacostia  bridge 
is  18  feet.  The  length  of  this  bridge  is  1,614  feet.  The  draw  of  this 
bridge  is  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  channel,  has  an  opening  of  33  feet, 
and  will  allow  vessels  drawing  12  feet  to  pass  through. 

Between  Anacostia  bridge  and  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Eailroad 
bridge  the  ruling  depth  is  12  feet,  and  the  greatest  depth  23  feet.  No 
obstruction  to  the  desired  class  of  navigation  exists  up  to  this  point. 

The  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Eailroad  crosses  the  river  on  a  trestle- 
bridge.  Its  course  is  very  oblique,  1,900  feet  of  it  being  near  the  west 
bank ;  its  total  length  is  3,966  feet.  This  bridge  has  no  draw,  but  the 
span  at  the  channel  is  100  feet,  and  is  crossed  by  a  Howe  truss,  the 
lower  chord  of  which  is  7/^  feet  (in  the  clear)  above  low- water.  For  the 
uninterrupted  navigation  of  the  river  the  bridge  should  be  provided  with 
a  draw.  The  channel  keeps  near  the  right  or  west  bank ;  the  flat  on  the 
left  deepening  from  2  feet  at  the  upper  bridge  to  4  feet  at  the  lower. 
The  width  of  the  river  between  banks  is  1,340  feet. 
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Between  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  bridge  and  Benning's 
bridge  there  are  2  shoals  through  which  a  channel  shoald  be  dredged ; 
one  is  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  above  the  railroad  bridge,  and  the  other 
is  just  below  Benning's  bridge.  Benning's  bridge  is  an  ordinary  trestle- 
bridge,  the  distance  between  the  bents  being  24  feet ;  the  lower  chord  is 
7/o  feet  above  low- water.  This  bridge  should  also  be  provided  with  a 
draw.    Length  of  Benning's  bridge  is  690  feet. 

•Between  these  two  bridges  the  river  has  an  average  width  of  3, ISO- 
feet.  The  channel  crosses  by  an  easy  curve  from  the  left  or  east  side  to 
the  right  side,  flowing  between  a  grass  marsh  on  the  right  and  a  flat  on 
the  left.  The  marsh  covers  nearly  one-half  of  the  area  between  the 
bridges.  The  flat,  which  is  nearly  as  large,  has  a  depth  of  from  1  to  2J 
feet  at  low-water. 

For  about  1  mile  above  Benning's  bridge  the  river  has  an  average 
width  of  1,340  feet.  In  this  area  are  two  grass  marshes,  one  next  to  the 
left  bank  having  the  dimensions  3,650  by  740  feet;  the  other,  near  the 
middle  of  the  river,  (and  300  feet  above  the  bridge,)  which  is  750  feet 
long  by  225  feet  wide.  The  river  contracts  to  350  feet  at  1  mile  above 
the  bridge,  and  is  gradually  reduced  to  135  feet  at  Bladensburg,  which 
is  4  miles  from  the  bridge. 

For  a  distance  of  about  1,000  feet  above  Benning's  bridge  a  sufficient 
depth  of  water  exists,  but  between  this  point  and  Bladensburg  dredg- 
ing will  be  required  for  almost  the  entire  distance.  Upon  the  flats  and 
marshes  which  border  the  channel  the  dredged  material  can  be  depos- 
ited by  shoveling  it  from  the  scows.  The  bed  of  the  river  is,  in  general, 
formed  of  hard  sand,  with  an  admixture  of  gravel  near  Bladensburg. 
At  several  localities  sand  is  being  excavated ;  the  soundings  at  these 
points  show  a  considerable  increase  in  depth.  This  sand  is  sharp  and 
clean,  and  is  of  a  superior  quality  for  making  lime  and  cement  mortars. 
It  is  extensively  used  for  building-purposes  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

TIDE-OBSERVATIONS. 

Tide-gauges  were  established  at  Benning's  bridge  and  at  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  Eailroad  bridge,  but  the  observations  did  not  extend  over 
a  period  sufficiently  long  to  permit  the  elimination  of  the  effect  of  winds. 

TIDES  AT  bladensburg;  OBSERVATIONS  CONTINUED  ONE  MONTH. 

Average  low- water,  0.7  foot  on  the  gauge. 
Mean  range  of  tide,  2.1  feet. 
The  lowest  tide  noted  was  0.6. 
The  highest  tide  noted  was  3.5. 

There  were  frequent  and  heavy  rains  during  the  month,  which  caused 
small  freshets  in  the  river,  so  that  the  proper  movement  of  the  tide 
could  not  be  determined.  On  several  days  the  northwest  wind  was  so 
strong  as  tx>  keep  back  the  tide  almost  entirely. 

The  observations  at  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Eailroad  bridge  were 
taken  but  9  days.  The  tides  were  affected  by  the  wind  and  frequent 
rains.  Average  low-water  (for  9  days)  was  found  to  be  —  0.1  on  the 
gauge,  the  range  being  3  feet.  The  lowest  tide  was  —  0.6.  This  gives 
at  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Eailroad  bridge  a  range  equal  to  that  of 
the  Potomac  at  the  Long  Bridge. 

The  following  statement  of  distance  is  given : 

Miles. 

Distance  from  Bladensburg  to  Benning's  bridji^e 4.02 

Distance  from  Benning's  to  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  bridge 1. 47 

Distance  from  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  bridge  to  navy-yard 1.42 

Distance  from  navy-yard  to  mouth  of  Eastern  Branch 1.75 

Total  distance  from  Bladensburg  to  mouth  of  Eastern  Branch. ,  f^-'t^x^yf)     S*  66 
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IMPROVEMENT. 

The  following  estimjite  is  based  on  the  proposed  excavation  of  a  chan- 
nel 100  feet  wide,  8  feet  deep,  and  21,000  feet  long,  between  Bladens- 
bargh  and  the  navy-jard.  When  the  sides  of  the  excavation  assume 
their  natural  shape,  the  width  will  probably  be  reduced  to  30  or  40  feet, 
and  the  depth  to  7^  feet.  Assuming  that  the  shoaling  in  the  branch 
will  advance  as  rapidly  as  in  the  Potomac  Eiver  below  Easby's  Point, 
the  dredging  operations  will  have  to  be  repeated  every  3  or  4  years,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  requisite  depth. 

ESTIMATE  FOR  A  CHANNEL  21,000  BY  100  BY  8  FEET. 

382,430  cnbio  yards  excavation,  at  40  cents $152,972 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent • 15,297 

Total 168,269 

The  present  trade  of  the  branch  is  insignificant,  and  its  improvement 
has  but  little  importance  except  in  its  relation  to  the  proposed  canal. 
In  1835  vessels  carrying  100  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  or  about  60  tons, 
were  able  to  load  at  Bladensburg.  About  the  time  railroads  were  in- 
troduced, from  1,500  to  2,000  hogsheads  of  tobacco  were  shipped  annu- 
ally to  Alexandria,  as  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  O.  0.  Hyatt.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  the  channel  is  not  practicable  for  barges  except  at  high-water. 
A  map  of  the  branch,  from  Bla<lensburg  to  its  mouth,  accompanies 
this  report.  The  figures  in  red  show  some  of  the  soundings  taken  by 
Mr.  Duncklee,  assistant  engineer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abert, 
United  States  Civil  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  J  U,  8,  A. 


G  II. 

exa^iination  of  the  harbor  at  edenton,  north  carolina. 

United  States  Engine:^r  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C,  December  14, 1875. 

General  :  Provision  is  made  in  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
3, 1875,  for  a  survey  or  examination  of  Bdenton  Harbor,  N.  C,  which 
duty  was  assigned  to  me  by  your  letter  bearing  dat^  March  22, 1875. 

As  this  harbor  had  been  surveyed  by  officers  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey,  and  an  estimate,  based  on  a  subsequent  examination,  had 
been  submitted  by  Colonel  Craighill,  a  personal  examination  only  was 
necessary  to  enable  me  to  comply  with  the  law  of  Congress. 

Edenton  Bay  is  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Albemarle  Sound.  Its  gen- 
eral form  is  triangular,  being  half  a  mile  wide  near  the  town,  and  about 
1  mile  southwardly,  where  the  bay  opens  into  the  sound,  it  is  2^  miles 
wide.  Chowan  River  enters  the  sound  on  the  west  of  a  broad  pocoson 
swamp,  separating  it  from  the  bay,  while  on  the  southwest,  and  8  miles 
distant,  and  almost  directly  opposite  the  bay,  the  Eoanoke  pours  its  tur- 
bid waters  into  the  sound. 

Edenton,  formerly  the  seat  of  colonial  government  in  North  Carolina, 
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is  now  the  county-seat  of  Chowan  County,  and  has  a  population  of  1,200 
inhabitants.  The  small  West  Indian  trade  it  once  possessed  has  been 
absorbed  by  Norfolk  and  Wilmington.  At  the  present  time  its  trade  is 
limited  to  Norfolk  and  Baltimore ;  steamers  make  weekly  trips  to  Frank- 
lin, on  the  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  Railroad,  by  way  of  Chowan  and 
Blackwater  Rivers.  Shipments  are  also  made  to  Norfolk  and  Baltimore 
by  way  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle  Canal.  Boats  drawing  9  feet 
can  safely  navigate  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  Rivers,  but  in  order  to 
approach  Edenton,  or  pass  through  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake 
Canal,  it  would  not  be  safe  for  them  to  draw  more  than  6^  feet. 

The  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bay  is  level  and  sandy,  rising  8  to  12 
feet  above  the  sand,  or  sinking  into  swamps  of  cypress  and  black  gum. 
It  yields  good  average  crops  of  corn,  a  small  amount  of  cotton,  fine 
pears  and  grapes,  and  some  garden-truck  for  the  Baltimore  market. 
The  natural  growth  consists  of  black  gum,  maple,  ash,  some  oak  and 
pine,  and  an  undergrowth  of  reeds.  Railroad-ties,  shingles,  and  t^ypress- 
timber  are  shipped  in  small  quantities.  Herring  and  shad  fisheries  sup- 
ply a  large  part  of  the  annual  shipment.  The  sandy  beaches  and  tiie 
long  gradual  slope  of  the  adjacent  bottom  afford  facilities  for  drawing 
seines,  which  are  sometimes  from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length, 
and  18  feet  deep.  At  times  as  many  as  220,000  heri-ings  are  caught  in  . 
one  haul.  Besides  the  fishermen,  or  boat's  crew,  there  are  15  other  men 
employed  on  shore,  and  40  women  and  boys  to  trim,  sort,  and  pack  the 
herrings.  The  outfit  and  first  year's  expense  of  one  seine  amount  to  from 
§12,000  to  $15,000. 

The  situation  of  Edenton  Harbor  is  not  favorable  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  depth.  The  feeble  Chowan  and  the  turbid  Roanoke  are  con- 
fronted at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  by  the  waters  of  Albemarle  Sound, 
driven  before  the  winds  from  the  northeast  round  by  east  to  the  south- 
east. In  periods  of  calm  the  Roanoke  will  transport  its  sediment  into 
the  harbor,  and  the  movement  will  be  increased  by  the  winds  from  the 
southwest  and  southeast.  The  denudation  of  the  headlands  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  waves  further  tends  to  reduce  the  depth  along  the  entire 
coast  of  the  sound.  These  causes  are  unceasing,  and  if  they  were  not 
gradual  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  so  situated  would  be  imprac- 
ticable. 

The  gradual  deterioration  under  the  influences  above  named  aflfords 
sufficient  reason  to  believe  that  a  new  and  deeper  channel  can  be  made 
at  a  moderate  cost  to  answer  the  present  wants  of  navigation.  A  chan- 
nel dredged  on  a  line  which  is  nearly  on  the  prolongation  of  the  main 
street  of  Edenton,  having  a  length  of  2,500  or  2,600  feet,  and  a  depth  of 
9  feet,  will  retain  its  depth  for  many  years.'  Although  the  steamers  sel- 
dom draw  more  than  6^  or  7  feet,  the  variation  in  the  level  of  the  sound 
is  one  of  several  reasons  which  may  be  assigned  for  making  a  cut  of 
this  depth.  The  depth  on  the  bar  in  ordinary  low-water  is  6J  feet,  and 
the  8i-foot  curve  of  depth  is  reached  about  half  a  mile  from  the  wharf. 
The  oscillations  of  the  water-surface  sometimes  reduce  the  depth  from  1 
to  2  feet.  There  are,  however,  no  regular  lunar  tides  in  Albemarle 
Sound.  A  current,  almost  constant,  tends  to  the  east  or  down  the 
sound,  and  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  is  influeliced  solely  by  the 
winds  and  the  state  of  the.  river  emptying  into  it.  At  the  western  end 
of  the  sound  the  water  is  depressed  by  northerly  and  westerly  winds,  and 
elevated  by  those  from  the  south  and  east.  The  range  of  the  oscilla- 
tions varies  from  1  to  2  feet,  and  under  the  influence  of  extraordinary 
storms  may  even  double  this  quantity.  Hence  the  importance  of  an 
ample  depth  in  the  new  cut. 
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In  order  to  dredge  the  channel  as  above  described  and  to  deepen  the 
approach  to  the  wharves,  the  following  estimate  is  submitted : 

23,000  cnbio  yards  of  dredging,,at  50  cents $11,500  OO 

Snperintendence  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 1, 150  00 

Total 12,650  OO 

A  map  of  the  harbor,  showing  the  line  of  the  proposed  channel, 
accompanies  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obe.dient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abert, 
United  States  Civil  Engineer. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


G  12. 

examination  of  pasquotank  rwer,  from  albemarle  sound  to 
elizabeth  city,  north  carolina. 

United  States  Enginebr  Office, 
^  '  WasMngUm^  2).  C,  December  14, 1875. 

General  :  In  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1876,  provision 
is  made  for  the  survey  and  examination  of  "Pasquotank  Eiver,  North 
Carolina,  from  Albemarle  Sound  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.''  This  duty 
was  assigned  to  me  by  your  letter  of  March  22, 1875,  and  on  the  10th  of 
June  I  made  a  personal  examination  of  the  river. 

Its  general  course  is  southwest,  flowing  between  Camden  and  Pas- 
quotank Counties,  and  emptying  into  Albemarle  Sound  near  its  north- 
western extremity.  From  Elizabeth  City  to  the  sound  the  distance  is 
19  miles,  and  the  channel  is  nearly  straight.  The  river  has  the  appear- 
ance of  an  arm  of  the  sound,  having  for  a  distance  of  2  miles  an  average 
width  of  one-half  a  mile,  gradually  widening  toward  the  mouth,  where 
it  is  3^  miles  wide. 

Ten  to  12  feet  can  be  carried  in  a  wide  and  nearly  straight  channel 
up  to  the  town,  where  a  depth  of  30  feet  can  be  obtained. 

The  river  between  the  limits  designated  in  the  act  is  free  from  obstruc- 
tions, and  can  be  navigated  by  vessels  of  a  much  greater  draught  than 
are  ever  likely  to  enter  it. 

The  Pasquotank  derives  its  importance  from  being  the  outlet  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  which  enters  the  river  about  12  miles  above 
Elizabeth  City.  The  river,  therefore,  has  two  channels  of  communica- 
tion with  Norfolk ;  one  by  the  way  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  and 
the  other  by  way  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  The  first 
canal  has  a  depth  of  4  feet,  the  latter  of  6J  feet. 

The  population  of  Elizabeth  City  is  about  3,000.  As  no  improvement 
is  required,  no  estimate  is  submitted.  A  map  of  the  river  accompanies 
this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abert, 
United  States  Civil  Engineer. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  IIuiMPnREYS, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U»  S.  A, 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         361 

G  13. 

EXAMINATION  OF  PERQUIMANS  RIVER,  FROM  ITS  MOUTH  TO  THE  TOWN 
OF  HERTFORD,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Washington^  2).  C,  December  14, 1875. 

General  :  The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  23, 1876,  contains  a 
provision  for  the  survey  of  the  Perquimans  Kiver  from  its  mouth  to  the 
town  of  Hertford,  N.  C,  and  this  duty  was  assigned  to  me  by  your  let- 
ter under  date  of  March  22, 1875. 

The  Coast  Survey  chart  exhibited  no  special  obstruction  to  navigation, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  visit  the  river  to  ascertain  whether  any 
obstruction  existed.  With  this  object,  on  the  12th  of  June  last,  I  vis- 
ited Hertford  in  a  small  steamer. 

The  Perquimans  Biver  is  about  llj  miles  long  from  Hertford  to 
entrance  into  Albemarle  Sound,  flows  southeastwanlly,  and  has  a  gen- 
eral width  of  1^  miles.  Nine  feet  water  can  be  carried  up  to  the  town, 
where  the  only  obstruction  to  navigation  is  found.  Here  several  logs 
and  stumps  have  accumulated  a  small  quantity  of  sand,  and  impede  the 
approach  of  steamboats  during  low-water.  The  range  of  the  water 
under  the  influence  of  the  winds  is  about  2  feet,  and  the  oscillations  are 
such  as  have  been  described  in  my  report  on  Edenton  Harbor. 

The  town  of  Hertford  has  about  500  inhabitants.  Steamers  from 
Norfolk  touch  at  the  town  on  their  way  to  Edenton  and  Boanoke  Eiver. 
Portions  of  the  land  of  Perquimans  County  have  been  well  ditched  and 
drained,  and  produce  fine  crops  of  wheat,  corn,  oats,  and  sweet-potatoes. 
A  floating  bridge  just  above  the  landing  gives  access  to  the  large  saw- 
mill which  supplies  the  town  and  neighborhood  and  also  600,000  feet  of 
lumber  for  shipment.  The  timber  is  floated  down  the  river,  which  is 
navigable  for  several  miles  above  the  bridge.  Mr.  Lindsey,  a  citizen  of 
Hertford,  informs  me  that  a  large  amount  of  timber  is  shipped  in  the 
log,  and  that  the  usual  yearly  exports  amount  to  25,000  bushels  of  corn 
and  1,500  bales  of  cotton. 

For  removing  the  logs  and  debris  which  has  accumulated  about  them, 
I  should  estimate  the  cost — if  done  at  the  same  time  as  the  work 
required  for  Edenton  Harbor— at  $2,000. 

A  map,  showing  the  position  of  the  logs  and  stumps,  accompanies 
this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abert, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphebys, 

Chief  of  Engineer Sy  U.  8.  A, 


United  States  Civil  Engineer. 


G  14. 

EXAMINATION  OF   PAMPLICO   RIVER,  FROM   ITS   MOUTH  TO  THE  TOWN 
OF  WASHINGTON,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Washington^  J>.  C,  December  14,  1875. 
General  :  The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  provides 
for  the  survey  or  examination  of  Paraplico  River,  North  Carolina,  which 
duty  was  assigned  to  me  by  your  letter  of  March  22, 1875. 
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The  river  has  been  carefully  surveyed  by  oflSoers  of  the  United  States 
Coast  Survey  and  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers.  A  personal  examination 
was  therefore  made  with  a  view  of  determining  what  changes  had  taken 
place,  and  whether  any  modification  of  the  proposed  improvement  was 
required. 

Pamplico  Eiver  lies  in  Beaufort  County,  North  Carolina.  Its  course  is 
southwestwardly,  nearly  straight,  and  it  empties  into  the  southwestern 
end  of  Pamplico  Sound,  about  37  miles  from  Washington,  N.  C.  The 
ordinary  lunar  tides  are  about  12  inches,  but  under  the  influence  of  the 
winds  the  range  may  be  2  or  more  feet. 

An  examination  of  the  river  was  made  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Craighill,  and  in  his  report,  dated  December  31, 1872,  an  estimate  was 
submitted  for  removing  the  artificial  obstructions  placed  in  the  river 
during  the  war,  for  dredging  the  bar  below  the  town,  and  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  dike.  These  obstructions  are  encountered  about  6  miles 
below  the  town  of  Washington,  and  nearly  opposite  Hill's  Point.  They 
consist  of  4  rows  of  piles,  driven  in  pairs,  so  that  the  second  row  is 
about  10  feet  from  the  first,  each  pile  being  driven  so  as  to' divide  the 
space  of  the  preceding  row.  At  an  interval  of  150  yards  the  second 
pairs  are  driven  in  the  same  manner.  These  piles  were  cut  off  at  3  feet 
below  low-water,  and  present  a  formidable  obstruction  to  navigation.  A 
channel,  100  feet  wide,  has  been  opened  through  them,  and  is  marked 
by  buoys. 

This  narrow  pass  is  not  only  dangerous  at  night  and  in  foggy  weather, 
but  offers  a  serious  obstacle  to  vessels  beating  up  the  river  at  any  time. 
The  bar  commences  nearly  opposite  the  lower  wharf.  The  worst  point 
occurs  about  half  a  mile  from  the  wharf.  Five  feet  depth  is  found  here 
at  low-water,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  winds  the  depth  is  much 
less.  On  such  occasions  boats  are  compelled  to  load  below  the  bar. 
From  this  point  the  water  deepens  very  gradually;  in  fact  the  bar  may 
be  said,  with  short  intervals,  to  extend  7,400  feet,  the  depth  in  this  dis- 
tance ranging  from  6^  to  7  feet,  the  deeper  intervals  being  8  feet.  The 
sudden  expansion  of  the  river,  the  meeting  of  the  tidal  and  fluvial  cur- 
rents, and  a  current  from  a  small  bay  and  creek  on  the  north  side,  com- 
bine to  form  this  bar.  The  expansion  may  be  reduced,  and  the  effect  of 
the  creek  and  bay  neutralized  by  a  dike.  Ko  structure  of  the  sort  was 
recommended  by  Colonel  Craighill,  and  I  have  omitted  it  from  my  esti- 
mate on  account  of  the  following  considerations :  A  short  dike  of  2,100 
feet  in  length,  near  the  northern  shore,  would  but  partially  modify  the 
forces  which  form  the  bar,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  long  (7,400)  dike 
near  the  channel  would  transfer  the  bar  lower  down,  and  would  itself 
prove  an  obstruction,  unless  marked  by  a  beacon.  Without  further 
examination  the  position  and  effect  of  a  dike  cannot  be  definitely  deter- 
mined. Its  construction,  therefore,  may  be  deferred  until  the  effect  of 
the  dredging  and  of  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  can  be  observed. 

The  town  of  Washington,  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Pamplico 
Eiver,  has  a  population  of  2,000.  The  steamers  which  ply  between  the 
points  of  .the  sound  and  Norfolk  and  Baltimore  cannot  proceed  above 
Washington,  but  a  small  steamer  ascends  as  far  as  Greenville  at  low- 
water,  and  at  high-water  as  far  as  Tarborough,  25  miles  from  Wash- 
ington. A  branch  railroad  connects  Tarborough  with  the  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  Bailroad. 

Twice  during  the  war  Washington  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire,  but 
it  is  now  slowly  recovering  the  population  and  trade  which  it  had  in 
1861.    A  large  and  flourishing  timber  trade  at  that  time  was  carried  on 
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between  the  town  and  northern  ports,  the  lumber  being  composed  chiefly 
of  pitch-pine. 

Mr.  Elliot  estimated  the  tonnage  at  1,125  tons,  which  he  regarded  as 
less  than  the  actual  amount.  Beaufort  County,  which  is  chiefly  tribu- 
tary to  Washington  and  the  trade  of  the  Pamplico  River,  has  a  popula- 
tion of  13,011.  According  to  the  last  census,  the  value  of  the  farm- 
products  is  $496,161.  The  land-products,  in  bushels,  are  as  follows : 
Wheat,  1,987;  corn,  179,994 ;  oats,  3,674;  Irish  potatoes,  3,893;  sweet- 
potatoes,  102,626 ;  and  1,987  bales  of  cotton,  3,245  pounds  of  tobacco, 
and  59,206  pounds  of  rice. 

APPROXIMATE  ESTIMATE. 

33,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging?,  at  50  oeDts , $16,500  00 

1,500  piles,  at  $6  each 9,000  00 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 2,550  00 

Total , 28,050  00 

This  amount  should  be  granted  in  one  appropriation,  in  order  that  the 
work  may  be  economically  executed. 

A  map,  showing  the  Pamplico  Eiver  and  the  harbor  of  Washington, 
accompanies  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abeet. 
United  States  Civil  Engineer. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A.  * 


G  15. 


EXAMINATION  OF  NEUSE  RIVER  FROM  ITS  MOUTH  TO  GOLDSBOROUGH, 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Washington^  1>.  (7.,  December  14, 1875. 

General  :  A  survey  or  examination  of  Neuse  River,  North  Carolina, 
was  ordered  in  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875.  This  duty 
was  assigned  to  me  by  your  letter  of  March  22, 1875,  in  accordance  with 
which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

My  duty  was  simplified  by  existing  reports  of  former  surveys,  and  by 
charts  of  the  river,  prepared  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey.  The 
report  of  Colonel  Oraighill,  dated  December  30, 1871,  (see  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  1872,)  contains  a  specific  estimate  and  a  full  descrip- 
tion of  the  river  and  the  nature  of  the  obstructions.  This  report  covers 
the  navigable  portion  between  Goldsborough  and  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
a  distance  of  137  miles.  Of  the  part  of  the  river  below  New  Berne, 
forming  what  maybe  considered  an  estuary  of  Pamplico  Sound,  a  chart, 
dated  1874,  has  been  published,  which  is  based  on  surveys  made  in  1862 
nnder  Prof.  A.  D.  Bache,  and  in  1872  under  Professor  Peirce.  With 
the  ample  information  contained  in  these  reports  and  charts,  a  personal 
examination  was  all  that  seemed  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the 
duty  assigned  to  me. 

Leaving  Norfolk  June  17, 1  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Albemarle  and 
Chesapeake  Canal,  and  through  Carrituck,  Croatau,  and  Pamplico  Sounds, 
to  New  Berne,  by  the  regular  line  of  steamers. 
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GENERAL  DESCRIPTION. 

The  following  general  description  of  the  features  of  the  river  is  based 
on  the  information  then  obtained  and  on  the  sources  already  mentioned. 
The  Neuse  River  rises  in  Person  and  Orange  Counties,  flows  southwest 
through  the  counties  of  Wake,  Johnston,  Wayne,  Lenoir,  Craven,  and 
Pamplico,  and  empties  into  Pamplico  Sound.  It  is  cut  off  from  the  drain- 
age of  the  western  highlands  by  the  Dan  and  Haw  Rivers.  Its  entire 
drainage-area  is  estimated  at  5,000  square  miles,  its  length  325  miles^ 
and  its  total  descent  to  tide  340  feet.  At  Goldsborough,  137  miles  from 
the  mouth,  the  elevation  of  the  laud  is  102  feet  above  mean  tide.  The 
descent  to  New  Berne,  97^  miles,  is  not  known,  but  must  bo  small.  Be- 
tween its  source  and  Goldsborough,  it  has  cut  its  way  through  Laurentian, 
Huronian,  Triassic,*  and  Cretaceous  strata ;  from  thence  its  course  is 
through  Cretaceous,  Miocene,  Eocene,  and  Quaternary  formations. 

At  Broadway  Landing,  near  Fort  Barnwell,  Huronic  slate  and  shell 
conglomerate  appear  near  the  water-surface.  About  30  miles  above 
New  Berne  is  found  a  valuable  kind  of  stone  marl  which  underlies 
that  city  and  the  adjacent  country,  in  some  localities  showing  itself  at 
the  surface,  at  others  sinking  40  or  50  feet  below  it.  This  marl  is  gen- 
erally bluish  in  color,  and  consists  of  shells  so  strongly  cemented  with 
silica  that  small  millstones  have  been  made  of  it.  When  removed 
from  the  quarries  it  is  usually  so  plastic  that  it  can  be  readily  cut  in  any 
shape  or  size  for  building-stones,  which  subsequently  harden  under 
exposure.  It  is  used  about  New  Berne  for  building  purposes,  and  good 
specimens  may  be  seen  in  the  coping  of  the  wall  around  the  cemetery. 
From  the  above  description,  it  is  evident  that  this  marl  possesses 
remarkable  qualities  as  a  building-material,  and  that  its  general  use  is 
limited  only  by  the  extent  of  its  outcrop.  Another  variety  of  the  marl 
is  of  a  buff  color. 

The  soil  is  sandy,  and  inferior  in  productiveness  tiO  the  Hyde  County 
land. 

Between  Goldsborough  and  New  Berne  the  height  of  the  banks  varies 
from  3  to  20  feet ;  in  fact,  below  Contentnea  Creek  the  banks  and 
adjacent  bottoms  are  but  a  few  inches  above  low-water.  The  floods, 
which  reach  an  altitude  of  12  feet,  cover  a  wide  area,  and  leave  behind 
them  sloughs  which  mark  former  cut-offs,  or  the  old  bed  of  the  stream. 
The  river  is  very  tortuous,  cut-offs  are  formed,  and  the  resulting  bends 
offer  serious  obstructions  to  navigation.  Before  any  plan  can  be  pro- 
posed for  their  correction,  a  more  careful  survey  will  be  required.  The 
bridge  of  the  Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Railroad  (connecting  Golds- 
borough, New  Berne,  and  Beaufort)  crosses  the  Neuse  about  3  miles 
below  Kinston.  As  this  bridge  is  but  17  feet  above  low-water,  it  is 
impassable  by  steamboats,  and  the  span  is  so  narrow  that  it  can  be 
passed  only  with  diflftculty  by  rafts  and  barges.  The  condition  of  the 
river  and  the  works  constructed  by  State  authority  in  1836  and  1837 
are  described  in  the  report  submitted  by  Colonel  Craighill.  The  wing- 
dams  are  said  to  be  in  good  condition,  but  the  coffer-dam  and  foun- 
dation of  an  unfinished  lock  at  the  mouth  of  Contentnea  Creek  obstruct 
the  navigation.  Between  Goldsborough  and  Contentnea  a  large  num- 
ber of  snags,  logs,  and  leaning  trees  make  the  navigation  difficult, 
but  the  most  formidable  obstructions  consist  of  cribs  filled  with  stone, 
sunken  vessels,  and  piles,  which  were  placed  in  the  channel  during  the 
war.  As  the  removal  of  these  obstructions  will  tend  to  modify  the  form 
of  the  channel  and  bars,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  attempt  any  other 
kind  of  improvement  until  these  changes  have  taken  place.    The  pres- 
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<5nt  low- water  depth  above  Kinston  is  about  3  feet,  and  4  feet  water  (or 
6)  can  be  carried  to  New  Berne  at  the  same  stage.  The  railroad-bridge 
makes  the  landing  near  Kinston  the  head  of  navigation,  but,  with  a 
draw  in  the  bridge,  steamboats  at  average  stages  of  the  river  can  reach 
Ooldsborough.  A  small  steamboat,  drawing  about  18  inches  of  water, 
now  plies  on  the  river  above  New  Berne. 

TRADE  STATISTICS. 

The  statistics  of  trade  are  given  on  pages  737  and  741  of  tbe  report 
already  referred  to,  but  the  following  additional  and  later  statement  has 
been  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Koberson : 

Cotton 25,000  bales. 

Shingles 10,000,000 

Oak  staves 200,000 

Naval  stores -  50,000  ponnds. 

Lumber 10,000,000  feet. 

Corn 800,000  bushels. 

Eggs 5,000  barrels. 

Potatoes,  (sweet  and  Irish) 60,000  bushels. 

Fish 10,000  barrels. 

Oysters  and  clams 15,000  barrels. 

Vegetables 5,000  barrels. 

Hides 60,000  pounds. 

Besides  a  large  quantity  of  furs,  bees'-wax,  tallow,  train-oil,  wheat,  field-peas,  ground- 
peas,  (pea-nuts,)  railroad-ties,  light  wood  for  manufacturing  pine-oil,  watermelons,  ap- 
ples, and  various  other  fruit.  Several  cargoes  of  sugar-shooks  and  beading  for  the 
Cuban  market  were  also  shipped. 

During  a  greater  part  of  the  year  there  were  6  steamers  plying  between  this  and 
tbe  ports  of  New  York,  Norfolk,  and  Baltimore,  besides  one  small  steamer  from  this 
port  to  Kinston,  on  the  Neuse. 

With  regard  to  the  value  of  importations  at  this  port  during  the  past  year,  I  am  at 
present  unable  to  give  any  information,  but  would  Judge  that  they  would  amount  to 
at  least  $2,000,000  for  the  year. 

The  distances  to  prominent  points  from  Qoldsborough  to  New  Berne, 
and  the  general  nature  of  the  obstructions,  are  given  in  the  following 
table : 


Location. 

«  5 

•M'O 

a 

M 

1 

1 

Remarks. 

Gold  sboroagh .............. 

MUet, 

MUe8. 

Feet 

80 

75 

215 

280 

250 
300 

"2*246' 
5,280 

Population,  1,500. 

Sharp  bond  ;  unstable  regimen. 

Bendii  *  natTiral  cnt-offM  •  nnntiiihlA 

Whitehall 

22 

4 
SO  4-5 

3 

51-5 
12 

10  3-5 
18 

3 

S2 

26 
46  4-5 

49  4-5 

54 
66 

76  3-5 
94  3-5 
97  35 

Ifet-alones 

Kinston 

Near  head  of  navigation  by  steamboats :  popula* 
tion,  1,000. 

No  draw;  17.6  feet  span,  and  17  feet  above  low- 
water. 

Cribs  filled  with  stones. 

Coffdr-dAm  of  old  look 

Railroad'bridge 

Southwest  Blockade 

Contentnea Creek  ......... 

Pitch-Kettle  Shoal* 

HoglsUnd  Blockade 

New  Berne  ...........a.... 

Population,  3,000. 

*  Also  called  Bachelor  Creek. 


PROPOSED  IMPROVEMENT  AND  ESTIMATE  OF  COST. 

I  have  thought  it  advisable,  while  adopting  the  plan  submitted  by 
Colonel  Oraighill,  to  consider  the  improvement  of  the  river  as  separated 
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into  two  divisions,  and  to  present  a  separate  estimate  for  each.  The 
aggregate  cost  remains  analtered. 

The  upper  division,  from  Goldsborough  to  New  Berne,  a  distance  of 
97  miles,  is  fluvial,  except  for  a  short  distance  near  the  lower  end.  The 
second  division,  extending  from  New  Berne  to  Pamplico  Sound,  a  dis- 
tance of  40  miles,  is  tidal  and  fluvial,  having  a  lunar  tide  of  from  4  to  8 
inches,  and  ranging,  under  the  influence  of  the  wind,  from  1  to  5  feet. 
In  the  upper  division,  the  navigation  is  confined  to  barges  and  light- 
draught  steamers ;  the  lower  division  affords  a  commodious  channel  for 
any  vessels  able  to  pass  the  bar  of  Ocracoke  Inlet,  which  has  a  low- 
water  depth  of  9  feet,  according  to  report. 

In  both  divisions  the  character  of  the  proposed  improvement  is  nearly 
the  same,  being  confined  for  the  most  part  to  the  removal  of  natural 
and  artificial  obstructions  of  snags,  trees,  cribs,  and  sunken  vessels. 
The  improvement  of  the  two  divisions  can  be  executed  contemporane- 
ously or  successively,  as  Congress  may  direct. 

ESTIMATE  OF  DIVISION  1. 

Special  obstmctions  requiring  removal,  snags,  logs,  leaning  trees,  partial 

regulation  of  cut-offd $35,000  00 

Southwest  Blockade,  7  miles  below  Kinston,  5  cribs  filled  with  stone 465  00 

Pi  les  of  old  bridge  and  coffer-dam  at  Contentnea  Creek 1, 2U0  00 

Hog  Island,  or  Bachelor  Creek  Blockade.  There  are  3  channels  at  this 
point  of  the  river,  all  of  which  are  blockaded  by  barges,  cribs  filled  with 
stone,  and  sunken  schooners.  The  channels  are  named  as  follows,  com- 
menciagat  the  southwest  side  of  the  river:  Bachelor  Creek  Channel, 
Main  Channel,  between  Hog's  Island  and  Green  Island,  and  the  Singfield 
Channel.  The  Main  Channel  only  requires  improvement  at  the  present 
time.  For  a  minute  description  of  these  obstructions,  I  would  refer  to 
page  737  of  Re{>ort  of  Cbief  of  Engineers,  1872.  Cost  of  removing  ob- 
structions in  Main  Channel  •  900  00 

37,565  00 
Contingencies,  15  per  cent '. 5,634  00 

Total 43,199  00 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

From  New  Berne  to  tbe  mouth  of  the  river  the  distance  is  40  miles. 
The  Trent  Kiver  enters  on  the  south  side  of  the  city,  having  a  width  of 
1,000  feet ;  on  the  east  side  the  river  is  about  1  mile  wide ;  at  the  ob- 
stuctions  the  width  is  1  mile;  at  the  month,  in  Pamplico  Sound,  it  is  5^ 
miles.  Only  2  obstructions  are  found  in  this  division ;  one,  a  small  bar 
which  may  be  easily  avoided ;  the  other,  consisting  chiefly  of  sunken 
vessels,  about  3  miles  below  the  city  and  opposite  Old  Fort  Point.  A 
minute  description  of  the  obstructions  will  be  found  on  page  738  of 
Chief  of  Engineer's  Report  of  1872.  A  channel,  marked  by  the  mast  of 
a  sunken  vessel,  has  been  opened,  but  in  foggy  and  dark  weather  sail- 
ing-vessels get  lodged  on  one  of  the  sunken  hulls.  By  removing  one 
brig  and  one  or  two  schooners,  and  some  of  the  "  Yankee-catchers," 
a  channel  1,000  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  can  be  obtained.  Five  of 
the  sunken  vessels  will  still  be  left,  and,  to  prevent  danger,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  mark  the  channel-end  with  a  beacon.  The  accompanying 
sketch,  showing  a  mast  supported  by  brace-piles  and  bolted  and  branded 
with  iron,  will  answer  for  the  purpose  of  definitely  marking  the  dan- 
gerous part  of  the  channel. 
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ESTIMATE  OF  DIVISION  II. 

Fort  Point  Blockade $5,600  00 

Ueiooviu^  YaDk«>e-catcher 100  Oa 

Be»con  mt  blockade 1,000  00 

^  6,700  00 

Contini^Dcies,  15  per  cent 1,005  00 

Total , 7,705  00 

•A^RTc^iCate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  two  divisions : 

IMvi»*ion  I $43,199  00 

I>tvi«uon  II 7,705  OO 

Total  cost " 50,904  OO 

or  mn  MgsregfLte  of  $51,000. 

Three  tracings  accompany  this  report,  showing  the  general  course  of 
the  river  to  New  Berne,  the  blockades,  and  the  lower  river. 
Very  respectfally,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abbbt, 


Brig".  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A, 


United  States  Civil  Engineer. 


G    i6. 


EXAMINATION   OF  CATAWBA  RIVER,  FROM  SOUTH   CAROLINA  LINE  TO 

old  fort,  north  carolina. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Washington^  2).  (7.,  December  23, 1875. 

Gs:X£B AL. :  In  the  act  of  appropriation  approved  March  3, 1875,  pro- 
xision  is  made  for  an  examination  or  survey  of  Catawba  Eiver,  from 
Sooth  Carolina  line  to  Old  Fort,  N.  G.  This  duty  was  assigned  to  me 
by  yoar  letter  of  March  22,  1875,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  report 
the  result  of  a  personal  examination  made  in  September,  1875. 

Proceeding  by  way  of  Lynchburg  and  Danville  to  Salisbury,  N.  0.^ 
I  too^  the  Western  North  Carolina  Railroad,  which  follows  the  valley 
of  the  Catawba  to  Old  Fort,  Its  present  terminus.    This  road  has  been 
irraded  beyond  that  point  and  along  the  valley  of  the  French  Broad,  aa 
far  as  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Eailroad ;  the  viaducts  and  tun- 
nels ^were  nearly  completed  when  the  work  was  suspended  for  want  of 
fonds.     This  portion  of  the  road  (west  of  Old  Fort)  passes  through  a 
re^on  which  is  regarded  as  the  most  salubrious  and  picturesque  in  the 
States  east  of  the  Mississippi.    When  the  graded  portion  of  the  road  is 
completed,  New  Orleans  will  be  connected  by  rail  with  Beaufort,  N.  C.,, 
and  several  important  through  lines. 

GENERA!.  DESCRIPTION. 

The  sources  of  the  Catawba  Eiver  are  to  be  found  along  the  foot  of 
the  Blue  Ridge,  in  McDowell  County,  North  Carolina.  One  of  its  little 
tributaries  rises  at  the  base  of  Mount  Mitchell,  which  dominates  the  sub- 
jacent valley  from  an  altitude  of  6,582  feet.  The  river  descends  to  the 
level  of  1,.'5<H)  tuet  above  tide  by  a  series  of  beautiful  cascades,  and  flows 
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thence  throngh  the  counties  of  McDowell  and  Barke,  and  forms  the 
boundary-line  of  seven  others,  viz,  Caldwell,  Alexander,  Iredell,  and 
Mecklenburgh,  lying  north  or  east  of  it,  and  Catawba,  Lincoln,  and 
Oaston,  to  the  south  or  west.  After  passing  the  State  line  the  Catawba 
becomes  the  Wateree,  then  the  Santee,  and  terminates  its  tortaoas 
course  in  the  Atlantic  between  Georgetown  and  Charleston,  S.  C. 

The  present  report  is  limited  by  the  act  of  appropriation  to  the  part 
of  the  river  lying  between  Old  Fort  and  the  South  Carolina  line. 

At  Old  Fort  the  river  has  reached  the  base  of  the  so-called  Piedmont 
region,  at  an  altitude  of  1,274  feet  above  mean  tide.  From  thence  its 
course  is  north  of  west  to  the  great  bend  between  Morganton  and  States- 
ville,  where,  75  miles  east  of  Old  Fort,  it  turns  southward,  and  continnes 
its  course  to  the  State  line,  a  distance  of  75  miles  farther,  or  145  miles 
in  all. 

From  Old  Fort  to  the  great  bend  the  fall,  according  to  Professor 
Kerr,  is  a  little  oyer  500  feet,  and  from  there  to  the  State  line  300  feet, 
or  a  total  of  800  feet.  According  t.o  the  levels  of  Hamilton  Fulton,  the 
difference  of  elevation  between  Old  Fort  and  the  State  line  is  789  feet 

Besides  the  great  bend  already  mentioned,  another  and  smaller  bend 
occurs  between  Rozzel's  Ferry  and  Abernethy's  Island.  This  bend  has 
the  shape  of  the  letter  A,  and  is  7^  miles  around  and  1^  across. 
Throughout  the  bend  the  river' is  characterized  by  deep  natural  pools 
or  reaches,  extending  along  the  convex  sides  of  the  bends.  The  greatest 
low-water  depth  occurs  at  these  places,  and  is  18  feet  at  Tnckasegee 
Shoals.  Fulton's  profile  represents  the  depth  of  water  on  the  shoals 
and  bar  as  greater  than  might  be  expected,  on  account  of  the  large 
average  fall  per  mile.  Four  of  these  shoals  have  but  6  inches  of  depth 
at  low- water,  several  not  more  than  3.  The  greatest  descent  is  at  Look- 
out Shoal,  where  the  fall  is  3.51  feet  in  111  feet,  or  at  the  rate  of  167 
feet  per  mile.  At  other  points  the  rate  per  mile  is  82  feet,  78  feet,  64 
feet ;  two  rapids  have  40  feet  each,  others  have  34  feet,  33  feet,  and  two 
have  30  feet  j  the  rest  vary  from  6  to  26-  feet  per  mile. 

Hamilton  Fulton,  an  intelligent  engineer,  made,  in  1824,  under  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  a  survey  from  Moore's  Shoals, 
10  miles  below  Morgantown,  to  the  State  line.  Unfortunately  Mr.  Fal- 
ton's  report  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  capitol  at  Ealeigh. 
A  portion  of  his  map  and  profile  are,  however,  extant,  and  to  these 
data  I  am  indebted  for  the  material  which  has  been  condensed  in  the 
following  tabular  statement.  Mr.  Fulton's  map — so  much  of  it  as  can 
now  be  found — extends  from  Sherrill's  Ford  to  the  State  line,  a  distance 
of  483  *»il©8 ;  the  profile  extends  from  Moore's  Shoal  to  the  State  line, 
a  distance  of  92^  miles.  Following  the  order  of  the  columns,  the  infor- 
mation is  condensed  under  the  heads  of  ^'  Names  of  localities  at  time  of 
survey;"  "  Distance  from  Moore's  Shoals;"  "  Length  of  each  shoal  or 
reach;"  '* Difference  of  level  referred  to  Moore's  Shoals;"  under  the 
head  of  "  Descent  of  the  river  "  are  given  the  total  fall  and  average  fall 
per  mile  of  each  pool  and  shoal,  and  the  maximum  fall  in  the  shortest 
distance  observed,  and  the  corresponding  rate  per  mile ;  the  next  col- 
umn gives  the  ranges  of  low- water  depths  between  named  points ;  the 
tenth  column  gives  the  height  above  mean  tide,  computed  from  railroad 
surveys;  and  under  the  column  of  "Remarks"  are  stated  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  mill-wheels  existing  at  time  of  the  survey.  The  names 
belong  to  the  period  of  survey,  (about  1824.) 
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Before  making  any  comments  on  the  natural  features  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  table,  the  description  of  the  physical  character  of  the  river 
will,  as  far  as  my  information  extends,  be  completed  by  the  following 
statement  of  the  geological  formations  through  which  it  has  cut  its  way. 

GEOLOaY. 

From  its  source  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State,  the  river 
flows  through  the  Upper  and  Lower  Lawrentian  rocks,  affording  good 
building  stone  of  gneiss  and  granite.  East  of  the  Catawba,  and  near 
Salisbury,  a  fine  white  granite  is  found,  which  has  been  employed  in 
building  the  United  States  post-office  at  Raleigh ;  but  its  whiteness  has 
been  tarnished  and  its  value  as  a  building  stone  has  been  impaired  by 
iron-stains,  which  appear  on  the  surface  of  the  stone  after  exposure  to 
the  atmosphere. 

The  characteristic  rocks  of  the  Lawrentian  series  are  trachyte,  por- 
phyry, syenite,  greenstone,  and  granite,  mica  being  absent  in  a  marked 
degree.  The  Huronian  formation  intersects  the  Catawba  in  the  great 
bend,  where  the  strata  have  a  width  of  from  4  to  5  miles.  Its  charac- 
teristic rocks  are  quartzite,  mica-chist,  and  clay-slates.  Its  trend  is 
southwest,  broadening  toward  the  south,  and  it  is  further  character- 
ized by  workable  deposits  of  specular  and  magnetic  iron-ore  and  limon- 
ite.  In  Gaston,  Lincoln,  and  Catawba  Counties  the  iron  belt  is  found 
in  two  beds,  the  thickness  varying  from  2  to  12  feet.  The  ore  gene- 
rally occurs  in  lenticular  masses,  in  beds,  at  intervals  of  1  to  2  miles  along 
the  outcrop,  and  has  been  reduced  at  the  furnaces  to  a  good  quality  of 
charcoal-iron. 

Parallel  to  this  bed  is  another,  which  is  heavy,  black,  and  magnetic, 
and  produces  a  very  tough,  malleable  iron.  According  to  Professor 
Kerr's  statement,  several  thousand  tons  of  this  ore  were  mined  during  the 
war,  and  '^  all  the  blooms  which  could  be  procured  at  the  naval  works 
in  Charlotte  were  used  (by  the  confederate  government)  for  the  manu- 
facture of  shafts  of  iron-clads  and  bolts  for  the  cannon  of  the  coa^t- 
forts.'' 

TRADE  AND  STATISTICS. 

The  natural  obstructions  of  the  river  between  Old  Fort  and  the  State 
line  are  so  formidable,  that  it  cannot  be  navigated  in  its  present  unim- 
proved condition.  Its  trade  is  consequently  nothing,  and  any  future 
trade  which  is  contingent  on  its  improvement  must  be  confined  to  tim- 
ber, iron-ore,  and  agricultural  products. 

On  its  head-waters  are  found  fine  forests  of  oak,  white  and  black  wal- 
nut, chestnut,  and  locust,  and  the  mountain-tops  are  covered  in  the 
proper  season  with  the  bloom  of  the  different-colored  rhododendrons  and 
the  fruit  of  the  wild  gooseberry.  Although  the  beauty  of  the  region  has 
attracted  tourists  and  artists,  its  inaccessibility  has  restricted  the  use 
of  its  timber,  and  only  a  small  portion  of  the  timber-land  can  be  influ- 
enced by  the  improvement  of  the  river. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  last  census-report,  will  give 
the  amount  of  the  agricultural  product  of  the  contiguous  counties,  por- 
tions of  which  will  be  affected  by  the  improvement : 
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Connty. 


Yancey 

McDowell 

Barke 

Caldwell 

Alexander 

Iredell 

Catawba 

Lincoln  

Graaton 

Mecklenbnrgh 


5,509 
7,592 
9,777 
8,476 
6,068 
16, 931 
10, 984 
9,573 
18.  602 
34.S99 


-a" 


1113,7261116, 

205, 709 

604,  705 

390,002 

292,268 

745,445 

350,252 

451, 857 

817,  672 
1, 352,  673 


a 

^M 


1. 311 
124,483 
175,390 
238,798 
167, 033 
333,925 
152.563 
179, 367 
324,926 
580,286 


i 
I 


Bush 

20,514 

11,955 

26,528 

24,455 

80,142 

67, 687 

34,746 

42, 155 

64.468 

69,826 


Bu4h. 

113,68 

176,364 

217, 049 

207,731 

135,207 

315,  978 

142,876 

190, 2d6 

338,023 

454,864 


Lb». 

5,311 

300 

25,804 

87,00() 

19.499 

67,071 

85 

3.157 

3,640 

5,171 


Bales. 


1 

408 

82 

842 

762 

6,067 


I 


I 
s 
S, 

i 


Bush. 
88,207 
11,580 
31, 010 
35, 313 
37,865 
108, 657« 
41,553 
52, 396i 
79.717. 
75, 990, 


Bush. 
164 

4,135 
18,348 
18, 057 
18,581 
11, 357 

5,177 
12,572 
16,  415 
18,  774 


i 


Bush. 

791 
5,394 
10,093 
19, 194 
11,099 
9,552 
4,  540 
7,914 
9,288 
12,159 


Lbs. 
8.980 
8,666 
6,569 
10, 468 
11, 693- 
13,233 
10,483 
6,184 
14,763 
8,014 


Before  dismissing  the  subject  of  trade,  it  seems  proper  to  mention  in 
tbis  place  that  the  Catawba  affords  many  sites  which  command  an 
ample  power  for  manufacturing  purposes.  I  am  unable  to  state  the 
number  of  large  mills  in  actual  operation,  but  not  less  than  six  are 
scattered  along  its  course.  The  effect  on  the  milling  operations  of  the 
introduction  of  locks  and  dams  should  be  considered.  Although  the 
available  water-power  will  be  increased  by  the  dams,  it  is  uncertain 
whether  the  mill-owners  will  be  disposed  to  incur  the  expense  necessary 
for  its  utilization,  which  must  be  at  the  sacrifice  of  existing  mill-sites. 
At  the  present  time  the  milling  interest  seems  to  exceed  the  interest 
which  demands  the  improvement  of  the  river,  and  before  the  question 
is  finally  determined  the  wishes  of  the  mill-owners  should  receive  proper 
consideration.  In  regard  to  the  trade  which  may  be  developed  by  the 
river,  it  is  difficult  to  speak  with  certainty,  depending,  as  it  does,  on  the 
increase  of  population,  and  the  investment  of  capital  in  farming,  lumber 
business,  and  the  manufacture  of  iron.  For  the  latter  object  the  banks 
of  the  Catawba  are  well  fitted  in  every  respect  except  that  of  distance  to 
market. 

The  utility  of  the  improvement  of  the  river  will  also  be  influenced  by 
the  railroads  which  intersect  and  follow  its  course.  The  road  firom  Old 
Fort,  and  the  road  from  Charlotte,  N.  C,  meet  at  Statesville  nearly  at  a 
right  angle ;  south  and  west  of  the  lines  forming  this  angle  the  river 
takes  its  course,  sometimes  intersecting  the  road,  and  never  more  than 
10  miles  distant  from  it. 

The  value  of  a  river-improvement  in  such  proximity  to  a  railroad  con- 
sists chiefly  in  the  effect  of  competition  to  keep  down  the  tariff  on 
freights  and  in  the  superior  advantages  of  water- transportation  for 
heavy  material. 

IMPEOVEMENT. 

The  question  of  improvement  requires  for  its  solution  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent statement  of  the  facts  above  given.  These  facts  enable  me  to 
determine  the  kind  of  improvement  which  is  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  river,  and,  approximately,  the  number  and  height  of 
the  dams  and  the  lift  of  the  locks ;  but  the  actual  cost  and  the  best 
position  for  these  structures  can  only  be  determined  with  precision  after 
a  careful  survey. 

The  Catawba  Eiver  at  Old  Fort  is  1,274  feet  above  tide;  at  the  State 
line  it  is  about  485  feet ;  the  difference  of  level  is  789  feet. 

But,  in  order  to  divide  the  river  in  portions  corresponding  with  the 
remnants  of  Mr.  Fulton's  profile,  I  have  taken  Moore's  Shoals,  about  ten 
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miles  below  Morgan  ton,  as  the  head  of  navigation,  and  this  point 
seems  to  be  a  proper  limit  because  of  the  more  rapid  fall  between  it  and 
Old  Fort. 

From  Old  Fort  to  Moore's  Shoals  the  distance  is  forty-four  miles  by 
the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  the  descent  is  366  feet.  Assuming  that  the 
distance,  following  the  meanderings  of  the  river,  is  one-third  greater, 
then  the  distance  from  Old  f^ort  to  Moore's  Shoals  is  59  miles,  and  the 
average  fall  per  mile  will  be  about  6.1  feet.  From  Moore's  Shoals  to  the 
State  line  the  distance  is  92.89  miles  and  the  fall  423.5  feet,  giving  an 
average  rate  per  mile  of  4.86  feet. 

The  removal  of  rocks  and  sand-bars,  and  the  employment  of  lateral 
dams,  would  have  the  effect  only  of  improving  small  sections  of  the 
river,  but  would  add  nothing  toward  establishing  a  continuous  low- 
water  navigation.  It  is  doubtful  whether  it  would  have  any  appreciable 
effect  at  ordinary  stages,  or  even  at  high-water.  The  question  can  be 
determined  only  by  a  survey. 

The  average  descent  per  mile  masks  the  real  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
improvement.  This  difficulty  consists  in  the  concentration  of  the  fall 
at  special  localities  and  in  short  distances,  instead  of  being  equally  dis- 
tributed over  the  intervening  reaches.  The  amount  of  descent  at 
special  localities,  which  is  but  partially  indicated  in  the  average  fall  per 
mile,  must  determine  the  nature  of  the  improvement  to  be  applied ;  that 
is,  whether  lateral  dams,  removal  of  rock,  dredging,  and  all  those  means 
which  are  included  under  the  term  ^<  improving  the  natural  channel," 
can  be  applied,  or  whether  locks  and  dams  are  best  fitted  to  overcome 
the  obstructions  to  navigation. 

As  a  general  rule,  streams  which  exceed  the  average  rate  of  4  feet 
per  mile  have  reached  the  limit  of  descent  to  which  the  lockand-dam 
system  of  improvement  can  be  economically  applied.  The  cost  of  im- 
proving such  rivers  becomes  so  great,  that  the  trade  will  seldom  justify 
the  expenditure. 

There  are  a  few  instances  of  rivers  having  an  average  descent  of  8 
inches  per  mile  which  can  be  improved  by  means  of  lateral  dams. 

Applying  these  two  rules  to  the  Gatawba,  the  natural  inference  is 
that  its  improvement  is  impracticable  by  lateral  damS;  and  will  be  very 
costly  if  locks  and  dams  are  used. 

To  enable  Congress  to  form  an  idea  of  the  approximate  cost  of  mak- 
ing a  continuous  navigation  of  3  feet  water,  at  ordinary  stages  of  the 
river,  from  Old  Fort  to  the  State  line,  I  have  subjoined  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  the  dams  and  lift  of  the  locks  required  for  this  purpose. 
I  have  also  given  the  approximate  cost  as  far  as  the  width  of  the  river 
was  known. 
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walls. 

J.- 

? 

MiUt. 

s 

li 

1 

• 

1. 
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Ford's  Island  
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Feet. 
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17* 

Gunpowder  Shoals 

u 

Keller's  Fish-Trap 

Oxford  Shoals      

S3 
S9 

J? 

48 

17* 
9 

1? 
14| 

}? 

19* 
17 
17 

23 

9 
2 

GreatFalls 

Drain's  Island 

Sherrill's  Mill 

22| 

Crac^'  Rooks 

18* 

21 

22 

23 

20 

20 

Below  Perkins's  Fish-Trap — 
Island  

Below  Litten's  Fold  

Sherrill's  Ford 

•85.000 
85,000 

433 
450 

149,800 
52,000 

|i6,'o6o 

I1H800 
137,000 

Mayhew's  Fish-Trap 

Near  Jackson's  Fisf-Tran  . . 

10,000 
135,800 

Below  Cathey 's  Island 

63 

15 
13 

,? 

20 
21 
12 
13i 

75,000 
65.000 

49,800 
65,000 
100.000 
105.000 
60,000 
67,500 

452 
760 

650 
982 
940 
674 
848 
650 

19 
17 

13 
16 
25 
25 
12 
17 

60,800 
55,000 

42,000 
66,000 
84,000 
78,000 
42,000 
50,000 

101 
3» 

i 

Below  Connor's  Isliuad 

120,000 
•1,800 

Half  way  between   Connor's 
and  Nant's  Islands 

Mountain  Island  Shoal 

Below  canal 

131,000 
184,000 

Abore  boat-landing 

Below  Tuckases ee  Ford 

AboTe  Month  LitUe  Catawba 

183,000 
102,000 
117,500 

Total 

757, 300 

579,600 

1, 346, 900 

This  will  make  the  cost  of  the  improvement  of  the  river  from  Sherrill's 
Ford  to  the  State  line,  $1,346,900.  Assuming  an  average  width  for  the 
river  above  Sherrill's  Ford,  the  cost  of  the  improvement  between  Old 
Fort  and  the  State  line  will  probably  exceed  $2,000,000. 

The  scheme  in  the  foregoing  statement  supposes  that  70  feet  of  fall 
can  be  overcome  by  the  amplitude  of  the  ramous  of  the  dams,  together 
with  a  small  amount  of  dredging.  The  calculations  are  based  on  the 
employment  of  crib-dams,  filled  with  stone,  and  on  locks  having  nearly 
tbe  same  dimensions  as  the  Erie  and  Dismal  Swamp  Ganals,  viz,  90  by 
18  feet  in  the  chamber. 

OONCLUSIONS. 

The  following  general  conclusions  are  based  on  the  data  above  given, 
and  upon  my  personal  examination : 

l8t.  The  Catawba  Eiver  cannot  be  improved  by  means  of  lateral  dams 
and  such  other  operations  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  as  are  included  under 
the  term  <<  improvement  of  natural  channel,"  so  as  to  afford  a  contiuuous 
low- water  navigation  from  Old  Fort  to  the  State  line. 

2d.  A  survey  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  determine  whether,  by 
means  of  the  last-named  method,  the  river  can  be  adapted  at  mean 
stages,  or  even  at  high-water,  to  a  down-stream  navigation  for  rafts  and 
barges. 

3d.  The  examination  for  this  object  should  extend  over  an  entire  year, 
and  should  include  the  establishment  and  daily  observation  of  gauges. 

4th.  An  instrumental  examination  will  be  necessary  to  determine  the 
cost  of  a  slackwater  navigation. 

5th.  Slackwater  navigation  will  destroy  the  present  mill-sites,  but 
will  increase  the  available  water-power. 

6th.  The  resources  of  trade  are  undeveloped.  The  future  trade  is  de- 
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pendent  on  the  increase  of  the  agricnltural  products,  on  the  investment 
of  capital  in  iron  manafactare,  and  on  better  access  to  the  timber-lands ; 
and  all  these  will  depend  on  the  increase  of  the  population. 

7th.  Tbe.importance  of  continuing  the  improvement  through  South 
Garolina  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  should  be  con- 
sidered. 

8th.  A  survey  organized  in  the  manner  described  in  my  report  on 
Kew  River,  dated  February  7,  1875,  will  cost  $5,500. 

A  tracing  of  the  river  from  Sherrill's  Ford  to  the  South  Carolina  line, 
(48^  miles,)  and  a  profile  from  Moore's  Shoals  to  the  same  point,  (92| 
miles,)  accompany  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abebt, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


United  States  Civil  Engineer. 


G  17. 

SURVEY  OF  A  LINE  TO  CONNECT  THE  WATERS  OF  THE  NEUSE  AND  CAPE 
FEAR  RIVERS,  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA,  AND  OF  A  LINE  TO  CONNECT  THE 
WATERS  OF  NORFOLK  HARBOR,  IN  VIRGINIA,  WITH  THE  WATERS  OF 
THE  CAPE  FEAR  RIVER,  AT  OR  NEAR  WILMINGTON,  N.  C. 

United  States  Engineer-Officb, 
Washington^  D.  C,  February  21,  1870. 
General  :  The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875,  contains  a 
provision  for  an  examination  and  survey  of  two  lines,  which  are  de- 
scribed as  follows,  viz : 

Of  a  line  between  the  Nease  and  Cape  Fear  Rivera,  in  North  Carolina,  with  a  view- 
to  connect  the  waters  of  the  same ;  and  a  like  line,  with  a  view  to  connect  the  waters 
of  Norfolk  Harbor,  in  Virginia,  with  the  waters  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  at  or  near 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

This  duty  having  been  assigned  to  me  by  your  letter  bearing  date 
March  22, 1875,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report. 

It  was  necessary  to  place  a  party  in  the  field  during  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer, in  order  to  be  able  to  report  by  the  meeting  of  Congress,  but  as 
exhaustive  surveys  of  all  the  possible  routes  could  not  be  made  during 
the  intervening  time,  I  was  compelled  to  limit  my  attention  to  those 
routes  which  appeared  to  be  most  feasible. 

The  act  specifies,  generally,  two  lines.  The  first,  designated  as  "  a 
line  between  the  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear  Rivers,"  was  surveyed  by  Colonel 
Kearney  in  1837,  but,  as  his  report  could  not  be  found  at  the  time  of 
organizing  my  party,  it  was  thought  proper  to  resurvey  it.  After  the 
conclusion  of  the  survey,  the  report  was  found.  The  Kearney  route 
commences  at  Bannerman's  Bridge,  near  the  navigable  channel  of  the 
northeast  branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  and,  passing  near  Unslow 
Court- House,  terminates  on  the  navigable  channel  of  Slocum-s  Creek, 
3J  miles  from  the  Neuse  River.  ■ 

The  second  route,  designated  in  the  act  as  a  line  "  to  connect  the 
waters  of  Norfolk  Harbor,  in  Virginia,  with  the  waters  of  the  Cape 
Fear  River,  at  or  near  Wilmington,  N.  C,"  I  propose  to  call  the  "  coast 
line  or  route."    It  follows  the  route  of  the  Albermarle  and  Chesapeake 
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Canal  and  the  soands  of  Garrituck,  Albemarle,  GroataD,  and  Pamplico, 
which  afford  a  navigable  channel  for  more  than  one-half  the  distance. 
With  the  exception  of  Pamplico  and  Carritack  Soands,  and  portions  of 
North  Landing  and  North  Rivers,  good  charts  have  been  prepared  by 
the  United  States  Goast  Survey. 

Between  Beaufort  Harbor  and  Wilmington,  however,  no  hydrographio 
examination  has  ever  been  made  of  the  intervening  sounds.  I  therefore 
directed  a  hydrographic  reconnaissance  of  this  part  of  the  coast,  in 
order  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  a  canal  or  open  cut  as  far  as  Wil- 
mington, N.  G.  An  examination  of  the  part  of  the  line  or  lines  between 
Norfolk  and  Albemarle  Sound  did  not  seem  to  be  necessary  at  this 
time,  and  for  the  following  reasons:  1st.  A  report  on  the  condition  aud 
cost  of  improving  the  Dismal  Swamp  Ganal,  tbe  natural  rival  of  the 
Albemarle  and  Ghesapeake  Ganal,  may  be  found  in  the  report  of  Golonel 
Graighill,  dated  April  30^  1872.  2d.  The  Albemarle  and  Ghesapeake 
Ganal,  although  not  entirely  free  from  obstructions  at  low  stages  of 
water,  yet  affords  good  navigation  for  vessels  of  6^  feet  draught.  The 
portions  of  this  route  which  lie  in  North  Landing  Biver  and  Gnrrituck 
Sound  require  special  improvement.  The  flat  in  the  river  and  sound 
require  dredging,  and  the  channel  through  Gurrituck  Sound  should  be 
supplied  lights,  to  enable  the  steamers  to  pass  safely  at  night. 

The  large  amount  of  trade  which  passes  through  this  canal  would 
justify  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  required  for  lighting  aud  dredging, 
even  if  no  further  appropriation  were  made  for  prolonging  the  route. 
The  two  great  sounds  of  North  Garolina,  with  their  tributaries,  making 
1,800  miles  of  inland  navigation,  are  brought  into  communication  with 
Norfolk  by  means  of  this  canal.* 

The  two  lines  designated  in  the  act  have  the  same  object,  and  are 
parts  of  a. general  scheme  for  making  an  inland  channel  between  Nor- 
folk and  Florida,  except  between  the  Neuse  Biver  and  the  Gape  Fear, 
and  between  the  Gape  Fear  and  Waccamaw  Bivers,  (56j  miles,)  and 
between  Winyah  Bay  and  Great  Peedee  Biver,  (45  miles,)  nature  has 
already  established  a  navigable  channel.  These  breaks  in  the  line  are 
the  only  obstacles  to  a  continuous  navigation  between  Florida  and  the 
Northern  Lakes.  The  commercial  advantages  of  such  a  communication 
are  undoubtedly  great,  and  must  grow  in  importance  with  the  growth  of 
the  country;  but  as  a  defensive  measure  and  a  means  of  transporting 
troops,  provisions,  and  all  the  materials  of  war,  the  advantages  of  such 
communication  cannot  be  overestimated.  The  natural  dangers  of  the 
coast  would  protect  the  greater  part  of  the  line  from  attack,  and  such 
points  as  are  accessible  from  the  sea  could  be  protected  by  special  forti- 
fications. 

It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  this  project  should  have  received  the 
early  consideration  of  Government.  It  was  prominent  among  the  pro- 
jects of  the  board  of  United  States  engineers  for  internal  improvement, 
composed  of  Gen.  S.  Bernard,  Gol.  J.  G.  Totten,  and  Mr.  I.  L.  Sullivan, 
G.  E.,  which  existed  during  the  administration  of  Presidents  Monroe 
and  Adams,  and  directed  examinations  of  portions  of  the  route  to  be 
made.  The  first  detailed  survey,  however,  was  not  made  until  the  ad- 
ministration of  General  Jackson. 

Under  an  act  of  Gougress  passed  March  3, 1837,  a  survey  was  author- 
ized, beginning  at  the  southern  deboticM  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Ganal 
to  Winyah  Bay,  South  Garolina.  This  duty  was  assigned  to  the  late 
Lieutenant-Golonel  Kearney,  United  States  Topographical  Engineers,  f 

"  See  Appendixes  3,  4,  and  5. 

t  His  report  will  be  found  in  Appendix  1.  r^  A 
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The  general  divisions  and  sabdivisions  of  my  report  are  as  follows : 
'    Physical  DESCRipriox. — Sea-ooaaU  sounds,  main-land,  (inohiding  geology,) 

Dbtailrd  account  of  surveys,  {ioith  estimates.)— Coast-line^  Kearney  route,  (list  of 
maps.) 

General  conclusions. 

Appendixes  :  1.  Colonel  Keamey^s  report.  2.  Historical  extracts  relating  to  coast-line, 
(1584  to  1590.)  3.  Letter  of  President  of  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  4.  Letter  of 
Mr.  McAlpine  to  President  of  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  5.  Table  showing  trade  of 
Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  6.  Table  shotoing  products  of  counties  bordering  on  the 
sounds.    7.  Letter  of  collector  at  New  Berne,  and  letter  of  collector  at  Beaufort,  N.  C, 

Before  giving  the  results  of  the  survey  made  under  my  direction,  it  is 
proper  to  inquire  into  the  degree  of  permanence  which  the  proposed 
channel  would  possess ;  and,  in  order  to  do  this,  it  will  be  necessary  tiO 
consider  the  physical  condition  of  the  region  through  which  it  would 
have  to  pass. 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION. 

The  area  embraced  in  the  following  description  will,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, be  confined  to  the  region  contained  between  an  air-line  from  Wil- 
mington to  Norfolk  and  the  sea-coast.  These  limits  may  be  occasionally 
transcended,  where  the  operation  of  natural  forces  necessitated  a  refer- 
ence to  larger  areas.  The  description  may  be  arranged  under  the  heads 
of  seacoast,  sounds,  and  main-land. 

iSeorCoast 

The  coast  of  North  Carolina  is  over  300  miles  in  extent.  For  the 
greater  part  of  this  distance  barrier-reefs,  or  a  cordon  of  long,  low,  nar- 
row sandy  islands,  varying  from  one-fourth  of  a  mile  to  nearly  4  miles 
in  width,  resist  the  assaults  of  the  Atlantic,  and  appear  for  centuries 
to  have  maintained  the  same  position  in  which  we  now  find  them.  These 
barrier-reefs  are  but  a  part  of  a  larger  belt  or  tract  of  sand  which  girdles 
the  continent.  On  the  coast  of  the  United  States  it  spreads  under  the 
sea  nearly  as  far  as  the  one-hundredfathom  curve,  and  extends  in  the 
opposite  direction  westward  to  nearly  the  same  distance  from  the  coast, 
or  with  an  average  visible  width  of  from  160  to  180  miles.  It  is  com- 
posed chiefly  of  silicious  sand,  which  changes  its  color  and  character 
with  the  adjacent  land  and  ocean-bottom;  mixing  with  green  ooze  and 
mud  off  Baffin's  Bay,  becoming  yellow  in  color  on  the  coast  of  New 
Jersey,  mingling  with  calcareous  particles  as  it  approaches  Florida,  where 
its  continuity  is  broken  by  the  coral  reefs,  to  be  again  resumed  on  the 
west  side  of  the  peninsula.  In  Pensacola  Bay  it  has  the  dazzling  white- 
ness of  pure  quartzose  sand. 

The  origin  of  this  vast  tract  of  sand  may  be  traced  to  the  high  lands 
and  mountains.  From  the  earliest  period  every  mountain  has  sent  its 
contributions  to  the  seacoast.  Cloven  by  the  frost,  worn  and  eroded 
by  the  rains  and  rivulets,  and  transported  by  all  these  agencies,  it  at 
last  reaches  the  sea.  Here,  while  undergoing  further  attrition,  sifting, 
and  dispersion,  it  becomes  subject  to  those  forces  which  determine  the 
more  or  less  stable  outline  of  the  continent. 

That  so  mobile  a  material  as  sand  should  be  able  to  maintain  its  posi- 
tion and  to  resist  the  action  of  the  waves  seems  at  first  sight  remark- 
able; and  the  fact  becomes  more  striking  when  we  find  that  the  more 
solid  parts  of  our  coast,  as  well  as  the  rocky  cliffs  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Norway,  are  being  annually  degraded  and  are  retreating 
before  the  ceaseless  gnawing  of  the  breakers.  These  rocky  shores  in- 
variably confront  a  deeper  sea  than  the  low  beaches  of  our  coast,  and 
the  waves  hurl  with  irresistible  violence  against  the  faces  of  the  cliffs 
the  detritus  which  has  accumulated  at  their  base.  But  upon  our  coast 
the  long,  shallow  Atlantic  slope  greatly  modifies  this  action^  Here  the 
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tidal  waves  and  storm- wa\'es,  running  ap  the  long  and  shallow  incline 
which  forms  the  bottom,  reach  the  beach  with  a  gradually  diminished 
velocity.  Here  the  waves  encounter  the  barrier-reefs,  which  are  the 
resultant  of  certain  forces,  all  tending  to  preserve  the  position  of  the 
coast-line.  In  the  preservation  of  this  equilibrium  several  natural  forces 
concur,  and  although  their  value  cannot  be  distinctly  stated,  their  rela- 
tion and  action  can  be  made  evident. 

Forces  modifying  ihefonn  of  the  coast — Before  specially  designating 
these  forces,  it  is  proper  here  to  describe  the  contour  of  the  coast 
line,  according  to  the  recent  charts  of  the  United  States  Coast 
Survey.  I  refer  to  the  co^st  of  the  Oarolinas.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  trend  of  the  coast,  from  Cape  Henry  to  within  25  miles  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  is  southeast ;  for  the  next  25  miles,  to  the  very  point  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  it  is  nearly  due  south,  and  that  at  the  point  of  the  cape  a 
remarkable  change  occurs.  From  the  cape  the  beach  turns  to  the  south- 
west, and  between  it  and  Winyah  Bay  it  is  indented  with  three  concave 
bends.  The  first,  called  Bafleigh  Bay,  has  a  chord  of  61  miles  and  a 
versed  sine  of  6^  miles,  and  terminates  at  Cape  Lookout ;  the  second, 
called  Onslow  Bay,  has  a  chord  of  85  miles  and  a  versed  sine  of  18  miles, 
and  terminates  at  Cape  Fear ;  the  third,  called  Long  Bay,  terminates 
at  Cape  Bomain,  near  Winyah  Bay,  and  has  a  chord  of  71  miles,  and  a 
versed  sine  of  15  miles.  Here  the  coast  changes  its  character  and  be- 
comes transformed  into  sea-islands,  with  deeper  intervening  channels, 
snpi)osed  to  have  been  partly  caused  by  the  increased  tidal  action 
occurring  at  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  encountering  a  soil  in  which 
clay  has  begun  to  take  the  place  of  sand.  The  three  indentations  or 
bays  above  mentioned  may  be  due  to  the  degradation  arising  from  the 
oblique  action  of  the  storms  and  to  the  increased  velocity  of  the  littoral 
currents  acting  upon  a  sandy  beach  no  longer  held  in  equilibrium  by 
the  forces  which  have  maintained  Cape  Hatteras  in  its  present  position. 
The  degradation  would  be  increased  by  the  eddies  and  the  littoral  cur- 
rent naturally  arising  from  the  Gulf  Stream,  which,  forced  toward  the 
land  by  the  southwest  winds  or  away  from  it  by  the  northeast  winds, 
would  proportionally  affect  the  velocity  of  the  counter-currents.  In 
studying  the  outline  of  the  coasts,  we  are  led  to  examine  the  oceanic 
currents,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  far  th&y  may  have  exerted  a  modi- 
fying influence.  If  the  ocean  has  been  the  shaping  power,  it  will  have 
left  its  record  beneath  the  surface.  We  find  that  the  one-hundred- 
fathom  curve  conforms  generally  to  the  outline  of  the  coast.  Its  curv- 
ature is,  however,  much  flatter,  so  that  while  it  is  about  80  miles  distant 
from  the  coast  of  Georgia  and  Long  Island,  \x>  is  but  30  miles  distant 
from  Cape  Hatteras.  It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  the  "  advancing 
foot  of  Hatteras"  is  molded  by  other  forces  than  the  Gulf  Stream  and 
counter-currents.  That  such  is  the  case  will  appear  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  several  forces  which  contend  for  mastery  at  this  cape.  As 
these  forces  play  so  important  a  part  in  modifying  the  form  of  the  coast, 
and  hold,  in  consequence,  an  equally  important  relation  to  any  plan  for 
improving  the  sound,  it  is  proper  to  mention  them  specifically. 

1.  The  first  I  will  mention  is  the  Gulf  Stream,  which  has  attracted  a 
large  share  of  the  attention  of  the  investigators  of  the  physics  of  the 
ocean.  This  stream,  leaving  the  straits  of  Florida  with  a  velocity  of  5 
miles  per  hour,  gradually  loses  its  velocity  until,  off  Cape  Hatteras,  it  is 
supposed  to  flow  at  the  rate  of  about  1  mile  per  hour.  Although  un- 
ceasing in  its  action,  it  is  variable  in  direction  and  velocity,  and,  under 
the  influence  of  storms  and  arctic  currents,  '^jflutters  like  a  pennant  in 
a  breeze.'^  A  correspondent  variation  takes  place  in  the  eddies  and 
counter  currents.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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2.  BetweeD  the  Oulf  Stream  and  oiir  coast  a  cold  arctic  current  extends 
from  Baffin's  Bay  as  far  as  the  Dry  Tortagas.  The  effect  of  this  current 
(as  well  as  of  the  eddies)  is  increased  by  the  Gulf  Stream.  A  south- 
westerly flow  has,  from  an  early  period,  been  observed  by  navigators. 

3.  Another  force  is  the  tidal  wave.  This  cosmic  force  expends  its 
eflForts  twice  in  24  hours  in  a  direction  chiefly  perpendicular  to  the 
crest  of  the  wave.*  It  reaches  a  maximum  when  its  direction  corre- 
sponds with  the  storms.  Its  agency  in  modifying  the  outline  of  conti- 
nents is  well  known  to  geographers  and  geologists,  and  illustrations  of 
its  eflFects  might  be  drawn  from  the  descriptions  of  the  coasts  of  North 
and  South  America,  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Norway,  and  France. 
Whole  districts  have  been  washed  away  on  the  coast  of  England,  and 
ships  now  sail  over  the  site  of  "former  cultivated  fields  and  hamlets.''* 

4.  Another  force  of  less  magnitude  than  the  three  which  have  been 
mentioned  exerts  a  marked  influence  on  the  coast  of  Carolina.  It  re- 
sults from  the  accumulated  waters  of  the  rivers  which  empty  into  Pam- 
lico and  Albemarle  Sounds,  and  which  cohcentrate  in  these  sounds  a 
greater  amouilt  of  fresh  water  than  can  be  found  in  any  other  equal 
area  (except  Chesapeake  Bay)  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United 
States. 

It  is  to  the  operation  of  these  four  forces  chiefly  that  I  am  disposed 
to  attribute  the  formation  of  the  barrierreefs.  The  sand  of  the  conti- 
nental sand-belt,  heaped  up  by  the  waves  and  winds,  is  carved  and 
shaped  within  by  the  currents  of  the  sound,  without  by  the  currents  and 
waves  of  the  ocean ;  but  arrested  and  held  in  equilibrium  by  the  inward- 
pressing  ocean  and  the  outward  pressing  waters  of  the  sound,  it  has 
preserved  for  centuries  the  outlines  of  the  coast  and  the  general  dimen- 
sions of  the  sounds.t 

Movements  of  the  sand, — Once  raised  permanently  above  the  influence 
of  the  waves  and  currents,  the  sand  becomes  subject  to  the  winds  alone, 
and  assumes  the  form  and  character  of  veritable  dunes.  These  dunes 
are  distributed  along  the  entire  Carolina  coast,  but  seem  to  attain  their 
greatest  magnitude  between  Currituck  Sound  and  Boanoke  Island. 
Three  of  these  sand-hills  are  marked  on  the  earliest  maps  of  the  coast, 
but  have  not  been  laid  down  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  identify  them 
or  to  determine  their  rate  of  movement.  Some  measurements  have 
been  made  by  the  Coast  Survey  to  determine  this  rate.  Their  course  is 
known  to  be  southwest,  under  the  influence  of  the  prevailing  winds, 
which  are  from  the  northeast. 

No  opportunity  occurred  to  measure  the  height  of  any  of  the  dunes, 
but  I  have  been  informed  that  several,  near  Currituck  Inlet,  have  an 
altitude  of  one  hundred  feet.  Huts,  live-oak  trees,  and  shrubbery  are 
buried  by  the  advancing  hills  of  sand,  which,  while  moving  down  the 
beach,  steadily  and  gradually  encroach  upon  the  channels  of  the  sounds. 

*A  modificatiou  of  the  aotion  of  this  wave  is  caased  by  Cape  Hatteras,  which,  accord- 
log  to  Lieutenant  Moffltt,  splits  the  wave  into  two  segments,  which  move  for  a  while 
in  nearly  opposite  directions. 

*  Mr.  Kiddle,  writing  in  "  Nature,"  states  that  a  very  marked  effect  is  observed  at  a 
depth  of  five  hundred  fathoms,  and  that  off  Nantucket  Shoals,  during  gales,  New  York 
pilots  and  masters  of  coasting- vessels  assert  that  sand  is  frequently  left  on  deck  after 
a  sea  has  broken  on  board,  although  the  depth  of  water  may  be  12  or  14  fathoms.  The 
observations  of  Scott  Russell  have  proved  the  great  depth  at  which  waves  will  affect 
the  bottom,  and  their  transporting-power  is  well  known  to  engineers  through  the 
reports  on  the  harbor  of  Algiers.  Admiral  Davis  has  given  an  admirable  r4sumi  of  the 
geological  action  of  oceanic  currents. 

tThe  action  of  breakers  may  be  resolved  into  three  forces  chiefly:  the  force  of 
translation,  the  downward  or  vertical  resultant,  and  the  undertow.  The  maximum  is 
toward  the  beach,  and  brings  everything  to  shore  that  has  passed  the  first  breakers. 
The  tendency  of  drift  and  wrecks  on  this  part  of  the  coast  is  toward  the  south. 
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Even  ill  short  periods  their  advance  may  be  noted,  and  the  direction  is 
always  indicated  by  the  steepest  side,  which  is  nnder  the  lee  of  the  dune. 
It  is  probable  that  the  whole  bed  of  sand  forming  the  beach  is  continu- 
ally in  motion,  and  that  no  particle  remains  long  in  the  same  place.  In 
order  to  determine  the  rate  of  the  movement  of  the  sand- beach  and  dunes 
a  long  series  of  observations  woald  be  necessary.  The  movement  of  the 
sand-dunes  could  be  traced  by  connecting  their  position  with  the  trian- 
gulation-points  of  the  Coast  Survey  and  the  telegraph-poles  of  the 
Signal-Service.    This  could  be  done  with  but  little  labor  or  expense. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  then,  that  the  inlets  should  be  contin- 
ually opening  under  the  influence  of  storms,  and  closing  before  the  ad- 
vancing tide  of  sand. 

I  am  indebted  to  Gen.  Albert  Myer,  U.  S.  A.,  Chief  Signal -Officer, 
for  the  following  table,  giving  the  number  of  gales  from  eight  points  of 
the  compass,  the  total  duration  in  hours,  the  maximum  hourly  velocity, 
the  total  maximum  in  miles,  and  the  resultant  in  miles,  at  the  following 
points,  viz:  Norfolk,  Cape  Henry,  Kittyhawk  Bay,  near  Boanoke 
Island,  Cape  Hatteras,  and  Wilmington,  N.  C. : 

Summary  of  galea  during  1875,  from  Norfolk  to  WilmingUw. 


ITumber  of  gales  from  the— 


N.        N.B.         B.         S.B.         S.         S.W.        W.       N.  W 


Total 


Norfolk , 

CapeHeory ... 
Kittyhawk  .... 
Cape  Hatteras. 
Wflmlngtbn... 


Norfolk 

Cape  Henry  .... 
Kittyhawk  .... 
Cape  Hatteras. 
Wilmington... 


Norfolk 

Cape  Henry .... 
Kittyhawk  .... 
Cape  Hatteras. 
Wilmington.... 


Norfolk 

Cape  Henry .... 
Kittyhawk  .... 
Cape  Hatteras.. 
Wilmington... 


Norfolk 

Cape  Henry .... 
Kittyhawk.... 
Cape  Hatteras.. 
Wilmington.... 


13 
14 

4 
0 


4 
19 
38 
4S 

0 


1 
3 
13 
33 
13 


6 
19 

8 

4 
3 


Total  duration  in  hours. 


10 

15 

7 

7 

43 

5 

5 

81* 

I96i 

H 

18 

33 

3* 

0 

131 

467 

106 

4 

88 

98 

51 

19 

510 

34 

87 

63 

337 

4 

0 

0 

8 

0 

36 

146 

8 

33 
150i 
117 

16 


34 
63 
95 
99 
31 


135 

4931 

1,053 

1,040 

198* 


Maximom  hourly  Telocity  in  miles 

. 

43 

43 

36 

36 

31 

30 

30 

43 

40 

36 

40 

40 

30 

0 

60 

56 

54 

30 

40 

68 

60 

38 

45 

40 

48 

45 

SO 

33 

0 

0 

35 

0 

36 

44 

37 

Gen.  max. 


43 

73 
65 
30 
35 


43 
78 


50 
44 


Total  movement  in  miles. 


Gton.  sum. 


3,400 

4.130 

530 

0 


435 
5,860 
17,335 
14,565 
6 


195 
375 

3.. ye 

695 
50 


195 

540 

110 

3,435 

0 


1,150 

910 

3,450 

1,775 


135 

95 

3.360 

9.450 

4,335 


135 

0 

1,635 

115 

310 


1,000 

4.630 

3,930 

415 

195 


3,530 
14, 710 
39,385 
39,940 

5,770 


General  resultants. 


310  miles  toward  N.  74°  18'  B. 
8, 587  miles  toward  S.  9°  56^  W. 
16, 733  miles  toward  S.  35^  35^  W. 
5, 697  miles  toward  S.  80^  30"  W. 
5, 154  miles  toward  N.  40°  48'  B. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  resultant  of  all  the  winds  is  largely  from  the 
northeast,  which  corresponds  with  the  actaal  movements  of  the  dunes 
toward  the  southwest. 

The  sand  driven  seaward  by  the  wind,  except,  perhaps,  so  much  as 
may  pass  beyond  the  outer  breakers,  is  returned  by  the  waves  to  the 
beach,  where  the  sand  driven  landward  under  the  prevailing  northeast 
wind,  the  resultant  wind,  is  carried  along  the  beach  and  distributed 
over  the  bottom  of  the  adjacent  sound. 

As  the  local  and  general  changes  of  the  coast  line  and  sounds  have 
been  supposed  to  be  considerable,  it  becomes  particularly  important  to 
ascertain  their  extent,  rate  of  progress,  and  bearing  in  relation  to  any 
proposed  improvement  of  the  adjacent  waters.  This  can  only  be  done 
by  reference  to  history  and  by  comparing  did  maps  with  those  of  recent 
date. 

History  of  changes  in  the  inlets. — Beginning,  then,  with  the  northern- 
most point  at  old  Currituck  Inlet,  I  find  an  account  of  its  condition  in 
1713,  according  to  the  statement  made  to  Col.  William  Byrd,  (see  the 
Westover  manuscript,  dated  1733.)  Colonel  Byrd  was  employed  by  the 
lords  proprietors  of  Virginia  in  1728  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
adjust  the  boundary-line  between  that  State  and  North  Carolina.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Westover  manuscript,  old  Currituck  Inlet  closed  in  1713. 
Before  that  date,  the  sea  is  said  to  have  entered  in  such  a  volume  that 
the  water  of  the  Northwest  Eiver  became  brackish.  In  1733,  this 
inlet  was  so  nearly  closed  as  to  be  impassable  by  any  kind  of  boat. 
New  Currituck  was  then  open,  and  a  New  England  schooner  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  sound.  Colonel  Byrd  gives  the  draught  which  could  be 
carried  through  the  inlet  as  10  feet,  probably,  at  high-water.* 

There  is  neither  breach,  inlet,  nor  opening  in  this  part  of  the  coast  at 
the  present  time.  In  fact,  as  far  as  Oregon  Inlet  all  the  inlets  existing 
at  the  period  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  expeditions  are  now  closed.  Be- 
tween the  years  1684  and  1590,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fitted  out  five  expe- 
ditions to  the  coast  of  Virginia,  now  North  Carolina.  The  original 
documents  relating  to  these  voyages  can  be  found  in  Hakluyt's  Collec- 
tion, ''imprinted  in  London  in  1600,"  and  in  the  Voyages  and  Travels 
published  in  Frankfort  by  brothers  De  Bry  in  1590.  The  De  Bry  broth- 
ers give  in  their  publication  two  maps,  by  Thomas  Harlot,  a  mathe- 
matician of  eminence,  who  accompanied  the  second  expedition  fitted 
out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Without  these  maps  it  is  impossible  to 
understand  the  references  to  localities  in  the  original  reports  made  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Several  serious  errors  in  relation  to  the  history  of 
the  early  expeditions,  and  to  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
coast-line,  have  been  disseminated  by  subsequent  narrators.  In  the 
classic  work  of  Bancroft  these  errors  have  not  been  repeated.  SirWal- 
ter's  expeditions  visited  the  coast  between  Roanoke  Island  and  Beau- 
fort Harbor,  and  the  reports  of  their  commanders  enable  us  to  partially 
trace  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  since  that  day.  After  a  care- 
ful examination  of  the  original  documents  and  a  comparison  of  the  early 
maps  with  the  recent  maps  of  the  Coast-Survey,  I  have  reached  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions :  t 

1.  That  no  inlet  existed  at  Nag's  Head  between  the  years  1584  and 
1590. 

*Tbe  inlet  described  bv  Colonel  Byrd  as  near  tbe  initial  point  of  tbe  boundary-line 
is  nortb  of  the  point  marked  on  tbe  recent  maps  as  tbe  position  of  old  Carritack  Inlet. 
Tbis  position  of  tbe  old  inlet  is  eitber  wrong  or  another  inlet  mast  bave  existed  at 
tbe  time  of  Byrd's  visit.    (See  maps  of  boundary-line  accompanying  tbis  report) 

t  See  Appendix  1  for  condensed  bistory  of  Raleigb*8  expeditions  and  remarks. 
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2.  That  Raleigh's  fleet  generally  anchored  in  the  roads  outside,  some- 
times near  Gape  Lookout,  sometimes  near  (];ape  Hatteras,  and  occasion- 
ally near  Opracoke  or  Oregon  Inlets. 

3.  Occasionally  the  fleet,  or  some  of  the  vessels,  entered  Ocracoke  or 
Hatteras  Inlets. 

4i,  The  expeditions  and  landings  in  the  sounds  were  made  chiefly 
in  fifty-ton  vessels,  '^piuesses,"  and  small  row-boats. 

5.  Sir  Francis  Drake's  fleet  anchored  in  the  roads. 

6.  Boanoke  Inlet  is  represented  as  open  in  1738,  according  to  Wim- 
ble's chart,  also  by  Lawson  and  others,  and  by  the  Atlantic  Neptune 
map  of  1780. 

Wimble's  chart  represents  a  sloop  steering  for  Boanoke  Inlet,  a  bark 
for  Ocracoke,  and  a  ship  for  Beaufort  Harbor.  With  the  exception  of 
Boanoke  Inlet,  these  symbols  would  be  correct  at  the  present  day. 
Hariot  (1585)  employs  the  symbol  of  a  sinking  ship  to  represent  the 
condition  of  the  inlets  between  Boanoke  Island  and  Cape  Hatteras. 
Lawson,  in  1708,  gives  the  earliest  account  I  can  find  of  Boanoke  Inlet. 
He  represents  9  feet  of  water  on  the  bar,  (probably  at  high-water.) 

The  depths  given  by  Lawson  are  much  greater  than  those  given  by 
other  authorities.  All  the  reports  made  to  Sir  Walter  Baleigh  concur 
in  representing  Wokokon  (which  agrees  in  position  with  Ocracoke  Inlet) 
as  the  only  inlet  where  any  of  the  fleets  entered.  This  is  Mr.  Bancroft's 
opinion.  The  name  of  "  Hatorask,"  which  frequently  occurs  in  the  origi- 
nal reports,  must  have  referred  to  Oregon  Inlet,  or  some  inlet  near  by. 
Subsequently  the  name  was  transferred  to  Gape  Hatteras. 

The  early  charts  are  nearly  correct  in  latitude,  but  in  longitude  the 
error  is  often  twice  the  actual  distance.  This  will  be  apparent  upon  an 
examination  of  Wimble's  chart,  which  accompanies  this  report. 

Li  1819  the  board  of  internal  improvement  of  the  State  of  North 
Caroling  applied  to  the  University  of  Oxford  and  to  Lord  Bgremout  for 
such  of  Dr.  Harlot's  papers  as  related  to  the  expeditions  of  Sir  Walter 
Baleigh.  This  <<  application  was  politely  attended  to  and  search  made 
for  such  papers,  but  none  could  be  found.  The  board  have  therefore 
lost  the  power  of  getting  a  copy  of  the  first  chart  of  Ocracoak."  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  submitting  copies  of  the  maps  of  Hariot  above  referred 
to. 

South  of  Pamplico  the  shore-line,  as  has  been  stated,  is  subject  to  a 
different  action  from  that  to  the  north  of  Cape  Hatteras.  With  the 
exception  of  Beaufort  Harbor,  the  inlets  are  shallow,  the  sounds  small, 
and  the  tributary  rivers,  with  the  exception  of  Kew  Biver,  not  naviga- 
ble. The  early  discoverers  made  no  attempt  to  land  on  this  part  of  the 
coast.  The  permanence  of  the  coast-line  can  only  be  determined  by 
comparing  its  present  condition  with  its  condition  at  the  time  of  the 
first  triangulation  made  by  officers  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey. 
Local  testimony  seems  to  indicate  that  the  beach  is  washing  away  be- 
tween New  Biver  and  Masonborough,  and  some  of  the  residents  affirm 
that  the  beach  has  retreated  as  much  as  one-eighth  of  a  mile  in  the  last 
twenty  years.  Although  this  is  not  an  established  fact,  yet  the  state- 
ment is  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  verification  before  a  canal 
near  the  coast-line  can  be  recommended. 

The  dates  of  the  existence  and  opening  or  closing  of  the  inlets  along 
the  Carolina  coast,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  maps,  charts,  official 
reports,  and  histories  for  the  last  three  hundred  years,  are  given  in  the 
following  list 
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Table  shotoing  c<nnparaiwe  condiiions  of  the  inleia  an  the  ooaai  of  North  Carolina  at  differ- 
ent dates. 

O  indicates  open  at  time,  C  closed,  —  not  given. 


Names  of  inlets. 


Cnrritnck 

NewCuxritnck... 

Caffey's 

Boanoke  

Oregon 


New 

Loggerhead . 
Chickinoke.. 

Hatteras 

Ooracoke 


New 

Norman's  ; . . . 

Dmm 

Cedar  

Beaufort 

Bogne 

Bear 

Brown's 

Little 

New  River . . . 

Stump 

New  Topsail . 
OldTopsaU.. 
Rich  . 


Queen 

Barren 

Sandy 

Broad 

Shoal 

Hasonborongh 
New,    (enterii  „ 
Cape  Fear  River.) 


Cape  Fear  River 


Condition  as  shown  by  map  of— 
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Remarks. 


Closed  in  1828. 
Closed  in  1800. 

Known  as  New  in  1738,  as  Hatorask  in 
1590,  as  Gnnt  in  1775,  as  Gant  in  1795. 


—     Known  asChiokinockcominock  in  1775. 
14  ! 

11|'  Known  as  Wokokon  in  1590,  as  Okera- 
oock  in  1738,  as  Occaoook  in  1775. 


12  I  Known  asCore  Sound  in  1708,1738, 1775. 
6     Kuown  as  Bong  in  1738. 
5 


3* 


—  Known  as  Sandy  in  1738. 
9|l  Known  as  Reach  in  1738. 
Ik  Open  in  1868. 

1     Open  in  1871. 


9l 

i 
I 

0      0     12*1 


Known  as  Cabbage  in  1738  and  1775. 

Open  in  1774  according  to  map  of  John 
Collet,  and  in  1806  aocording  to  map 
of  Cole  &  Price ;  now  (1876)  being 
closed  by  Colonel  Craighill,  Corps  or 
Engineers. 


Depths  given  by  Wimble  are  evidently  high- water  depths,  from  re- 
marks in  the  note.  Lawson  and  Moozin  probably  high-water  depths, 
also,  from  their  greatness.  To  obtain  depths  corresponding  to  present 
low- water  depths,  dedact  for  rise  of  tide:  at  Currituck,  Boanoke,  Chick- 
inoke, Hatteras,  New  Norman's,  and  Drum,  2  feet;  at  Ocracoke,  Bogne, 
New  Topsail,  and  Barren,  3  feet;  at  Beaufort,  2.8  feet;  at  Bear,  4  feet ; 
at  New  Biver,  1.95  feet;  at  Cape  Fear  Biver,  ^  feet. 


Sounds. 

In  the  following  description  of  the  sounds,  I  have  taken  their  dimen- 
sions from  charts  of  the  United  States  Coast  Survey.  A  short  state- 
ment of  their  salient  features,  present  condition,  and  probable  changes 
has  been  added.    Until  the  probable  deterioration  of  the  navigation  is 
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ascertained,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  commence  any  extensive  im- 
provement of  the  channels.  For  this  reason,  Colonel  Kearney  held  ia 
reserve  his  opinion  of  the  feasibility  of  such  improvements. 

The  following  account,  which  tends  to  establish  confidence  in  the 
permanence  of  a  judicious  improvement,  will  not,  I  think,  be  regarded 
as  unnecessary.  The  sounds  of  the  Carolina  coast  couimerce  in  latitude 
36°  45^  The  first  two  are  small,  irregularly-shaped  bodies  of  water, 
called  North  Bay  and  Back  Bay.  The  latter  (which  is  the  larger)  is 
about  9  miles  long  and  6  broad.  By  a  narrow  channel  (called  Knott's 
island  Channel)  it  is  connected  with  Currituck  Sound.  This  narrow 
and  shallow  sound  extends  along  the  coast  for  a  distance  of  35 
miles.  Its  width  is  made  variable  by  islands  and  projecting  points 
of  sand.  Opposite  Currituck  Court-House  its  width  is  7  miles,  but 
for  the  greater  part  of  its  length  it  varies  from  3  to  4  and  5  miles. 
Currituck  is  fed  by  two  rivers  chiefly — the  North  Landing  River,  which 
is  the  outlet  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  and  the  North- 
west River,  mentioned  by  Colonel  Byrd  in  the  Westover  manuscript. 
These  rivers  drain  large  swampy  areas,  (the  Northwest  River  heading 
in  the  Dismal  Swamp.)  The  lower  portions  wind  tortuously  through 
large  swamps  covered  with  cypress  and  gum,  and  through  extensive 
gra^s-marshes  which  border  the  sound.  Occasionally  a  narrow  tongue 
of  sand  will  be  observed,  covered  with  short-leaved  pine.  The  water  in 
these  rivers,  and  in  fact  in  all  the  fresh-water  rivers  of  this  region,  is  of 
a  transparent  coffee-color,  due  probably  to  tannin,  and  contains  but  a 
small  quantity  of  sediment.  The  current  being  slight,  the  changes  of 
the  course  and  depth  are  consequently  slow,  and  are  caused  chiefly  by 
gradual  accretions  of  aquatic  plants,  mosses,  grasses,  and  marsh-shrubs. 
In  casting  the  eye  over  the  extensive  swamps  and  marshes,  it  is  easy  to 
trace  the  former  limits  of  the  sounds. 

These  marshes  are  built  up  by  sands  from  the  beach,  and  by  slowly- 
accumulating  vegetable  growth.  There  are  no  inlets  at  the  present 
time  into  Currituck  Sound.  The  water  is  usually  fresh,  although  in 
dry  seasons  it  occasionally  becomes  brackish.*  The  inlets  mentioned 
in  the  Westover  manuscript  were  finally  closed  in  1828.  Since  this 
date  the  shoaling  near  the  coast  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the  sound  has 
increased  with  the  drifting  sand  and  the  growth  of  aquatic  plants. 
Extensive  flats  have  been  formed,  which  are  the  resort  of  canvas-back 
ducks,  geese,  and  swans,  and  have  been  purchased  by  sporting  clubs  of 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  who  visit  this  region  every 
autumn.  The  depth  of  this  part  of  the  sound  varies  from  2f  to  3  feet. 
The  bottom  is  composed  of  sand,  with  occasional  patches  of  oysters,  the 
relics  of  the  salt-water  period.  The  west  or  northwest  part  of  the  sound 
being  better  protected  from  the  drifting  sand,  and  also  by  its  depth  and 
width  from  the  encroachments  of  the  marshes,  has  preserved  its  original 
depth.  The  route  of  the  steamers  between  Norfolk  and  New  Berne  is 
through  this  p&,rt  of  Currituck  Sound.  The  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  commences  on  the  Elizabeth  River,  12 J  miles  from  Norfolk.  The 
length  of  the  first  section  of  the  canal  is  12^  miles.  It  has  one  tide- 
lock  220  feet  in  length,  40  feet  wide,  and  with  8  feet  on  the  miter  sill. 
From  the  end  of  this  canal  to  the  mouth  of  North  Landing  River  is 
18  miles.  From  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  second  section  of  the 
canal  in  North  Carolina  is  12^  miles.  The  second  section  is  o^  miles 
long,  without  locks.  From  the  terminus  of  the  canal  to  Albemarle 
Sound  is  12  miles.    The  channel  through  Currituck  Sound  is  from  6 J 

*  This  is  due  to  the  salt  water  which  passes  through  the  canal-lock  from  Elizabeth 
JRiver.  ^-^  i 
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to  7  feet  deep  with  ordinary  winds.  It  is  diflBcult  for  steamers  in  foggy 
weatber  and  at  uigbt  to  keep  in  the  channel,  and  it  is  here  that  naviga- 
tion might  be  improved  by  dredging  and  marking  the  terminal  points 
with  lights. 

Albemarle  Sound. — Albemarle  Sound  is  almost  a  fresh-water  lake.  It 
is  so  seldom  and  so  slightly  brackish  that  most  of  the  pilots  are  igno- 
rant of  the  fact.  This  would  appear  to  have  been  its  condition  in  1585, 
when  Lane  described  it  as  *'  all  fresh  w^ater  and  the  channel  of  great 
depth  and  navigable  for  good  shipping,"  a  statement  which  may  be 
regarded  as  an  argument  against  the  supposed  existence  of  Eoauoke 
Inlet  at  that  time.  It  is  50  miles  long,  extends  in  nearly  an  east  and 
west  direction,  widening  from  5  miles  at  the  western  end  to  15  miles  at 
the  eastern  end.  Its  depth  in  mid-channel  is  23  feet,  but  it  is  shallow 
along  the  border,  and  shoals  project  in  a  marked  degree  from  the 
points  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  along  the  northern  side.  On  this 
side  of  the  sound  five  broad  estuaries  enter  from  the  northwest,  afford- 
ing an  outlet  for  as  many  small  rivers.  The  first  of  these,  Xorth  River, 
is  the  outlet  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal ;  the  second  is  the 
Pasquotank,  the  outlet  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal ;  the  third  is  Little 
Eiver ;  the  fourth  Perquimans  Kiver ;  and  the  fifth  the  Chowan  River, 
which  is  formed  by  the  Blackwater,  Nottaway,  and  Meherrin  Rivers. 
By  way  of  the  Chowan  River  the  sound  is  connected  by  a  deep  channel 
with  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad  at  Franklin,  Va.  The  Roa- 
noke River,  the  largest  of  all,  and  bearing  a  large  amount  of  se<liment, 
enters  from  the  southwest  through  three  delta-formed  channels.  Two 
rivers,  the  Scuppernong  and  the  Alligator,  enter  on  the  southwest.  These 
two  rivers,  on  account  of  certain  peculiarities,  will  be  again  mentioned. 
There  are  no  lunar  tides  in  this  sound.  The  south  and  southeast 
winds  elevate  and  the  north,  northwest,  and  northeast  winds  depress 
the  water.  The  range,  under  the  influence  of  the  winds,  varies  from  2 
to  4  feet.  It  has  been  stated  by  Hamilton  Fulton,  civil  engineer,  that 
the  water  of  this  sound  is  2J  feet  above  the  level  of  the  low  water  of  the 
ocean.  This,  if  true,  would  be  due  to  the  fresh- water  drainage.  In 
calm  weather  a  steady  current  has  been  observed  to  set  down  the  sound. 
From  the  observation  of  residents  the  sound  has  been  increasing  its 
width  by  the  denudation  of  the  headlands.  From  this  cause  and  the 
sediment  brought  down  by  the  Roanoke  the  sound  is  always  muddy. 

The  waters  of  Albemarle  and  Currituck  Sounds  find  their  way  to 
Pamplico  Sound  by  two  channels,  one  on  the  west  and  the  other  on  the 
east  of  Roanoke  Island.  The  west  (and  wider)  channel  is  called 
Croatan  Sound;  the  east,  Roanoke  Sound.  These  sounds,  so  called, 
are  10  miles  long  and  from  2  to  3  miles  wide.  The  first,  excepting 
a  small  artificial  obstruction,  has  a  good  O-foot  channel ;  the  second 
is  intricate,  narrow,  and  shallow.  The  island,  at  the  time  of  Ama- 
das's  expedition,  (1584,)  was  about  16  miles  long  and  was  nearly  con- 
nected with  the  main-land  by  a  number  of  smaller  islands.  These 
have  been  washed  away,  and  the  present  ship-channel  passes  over 
their  former  position.  Roanoke  Island  has  been  reduced  in  width, 
as  well  as  in  length.  It  is  now  about  11  miles  long.  These  changes 
are  still  in  progress,  and  there  are  persons  now  living  who  can  point 
out  great  alterations  in  this  locality.*  The  increased  flow  of  water 
through  Croatan  or  Roanoke  Sounds  has  been  attributed  to  the  closing 
of  Roanoke  Inlet.  I  have  already  given  all  the  (accessible)  authorities 
for  the  supposed  existence  of  this  inlet.  If  occasional  breaches  made 
by  the  sea  at  this  point  have  not  been  unduly  magnified,  we  must  con- 

*Mr.  Marnhall  ParkH,  president  AlbeQiarle  and  Chesapeake  Caual  Company. 
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clade  that  Roanoke  Inlet  was  not  open  until  after  the  return  of  the  last 
expedition,  sent  out  by  ISir  Walter  Kaleigh  about  1590.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  the  present  condition  of  the  sounds  in  question  might 
have  been  brought  about  by  the  action  of  the  wind  and  waves,  which 
has  destroyed  the  islands  and  enlarged  the  channels  on  each  side  of 
Roanoke  Island.  That  temporary  breaches  may  have  been  formed  in 
this  locality  is  probable.  I  have  been  informed  by  Oarlile  P.  Patterson, 
Superintendent  United  States  Coast  Survey,  that  a  temporary  breach 
was  opended  during  the  late  war.  The  uncertain  testimony  of  history 
in  regard  to  the  existence  of  Roanoke  Inlet  inspired  the  hope  that  an 
artificial  entrance  might  be  n^ade.  The  importance  of  this  entrance  was 
greatly  exaggerated.  Under  this  impression  an  attempt  was  made  to  cut 
through  the  beach  at  Nag's  Head  and  open  an  inlet  near  the  supposed 
position  of  old  Roanoke  Inlet.  A  history  of  this  operation  and  a  review 
of  all  the  plans  proposed  will  be  found  presented  in  a  very  lucid  man- 
ner in  the  able  report  of  Colonel  Simpson,  Corps  of  Engineers,  (1871.) 
The  failure  of  the  attempt  to  reopen  the  inlet  is  instructive.  Colonel 
Simpson  reviews  the  plans  of  Hamilton  Fulton  and  Walter  Gwynn, 
civil  engineers,  employed  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in  1820  and 
1840,  respectively,  and  also  that  of  Capt.  Hartman  Bache  and  Lieut. 
D.  P.  Woodbury.  Lieutenant  Woodbury,  after  a  review  of  the  plans 
of  his  predecessors,  presented  a  modified  design.  Congress  appropri- 
ated  $50,000,  and  operations  were  commenced  on  the  plan  and  continued 
until  May  13, 1856.  Lieutenant  Whiting,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  was 
then  assigned  to  this  work,  and  subsequently,  with  Col.  William  Turn- 
bull,  inspected  the  operations.  Colonel  Turubull  reported  to  Colonel 
Abert,  chief  of  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  on  September  1, 1850, 
adversely  to  this  work;  Lieutenant  Whiting  had  already  expressed  the 
same  opinion. 

Colonel  Turnbull  states  *Hhat  $40,000  have  been  expended,  and  at 
this  time  there  is  scarcely  a  trace  to  be  seen  of  what  was  done,  the 
drifting  sand  filling  the  trench  as  fast  as  it  wasexcavated  by  thedredging- 
machine."  Colonel  Simpson  concludes  his  report  by  stating  that  any 
further  expenditure  would  be  an  unwarrantable  waste  of  public  money. 

Pamplico  Sound. — ^Pamplico  Sound  extends  from  Croatan  to  Core 
Sound,  a  distance  of  75  miles.  Its  width  varies  from  10  to  18  and  30 
miles,  its  depth  in  the  channel  from  7  to  23  feet.  Its  navigation  is  lim- 
ited by  the  depth  of  water  at  Ocracoke,  the  principal  inlet,  through  which 
vessels  drawing  9  feet  of  water  can  pass  at  low-water,  but  must  wait 
for  high-water  before  they  can  pass  the  bar  inside  the  sound.  Under 
the  influence  of  storms,  the  bar  of  Hatteras  Inlet  is  sometimes  as  good 
or  better  than  Ocracoke,  but  the  advantage  after  a  short  time  returns 
to  the  latter  inlet.  These  changes  have  led  some  observers  to  infer  the 
probable  complete  closure  of  these  two  important  inlets.  This  result 
might  be  hastened  if  the  flow  of  water  through  Core  Sound  were  in- 
creased by  deepening  and  widening  the  channel  either  by  natural  or 
artificial  means.  Should  this  ever  take  pla.ce,  the  position  of  and  depth 
of  water  on  the  bar  at  Beaufort  Harbor  would  be  materially  changed 
Upon  general  principles,  it  may  be  predicted  that  all  these  changes 
would  be  favorable  to  navigation,  but  as  the  status  of  the  inlets  which 
has  remained  for  centuries  would  thereby  be  changed,  any  design  made 
for  this  object  should  receive  very  careful  consideration.  The  distance 
to  sea  by  way  of  Beaufort  Harbor  would  be,  from  New  Berne,  35  miles, 
and  from  Washington,  29  miles,  farther  than  by  Ocracoke.* 

*The  distance  from  New  Berne  to  Ocracoke  Inlet,  is  69^  miles  ;  the  distance  from 
New  Berne  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  is  94  miles  ;  the  distance  from  Washin^^ton  to  Ocracoke 
Inlet,  is  67  miles ;  the  distance  from  Washington  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  is  9G  miles.   ?1C 
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The  cut  which  has  been  proposed  between  Harlow  and  Clubfoot 
Creeks  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  Neuse  River  and  Beaufort  Harbor 
would  reduce  the  distance  between  New  Berne  and  Beaufort,  and  also 
between  Washington  and  the  same  point.  New  Berne  would  be  29 
miles  nearer  to  Beaufort  than  to  Ocracoke,  and  Washington  would,  by 
the  same  route,  be  18  miles  farther.  The  same  inlets  now  exist  between 
the  outlying  islands,  and  the  same  shoals  are  now  found  off  the  coast 
as  were  found  by  the  navigators  of  1584.  Ocracoke  or  Hatteras  appear 
to  have  been  the  first  inlets  which  they  entered.  The  beach,  bauk^ 
barrier-reefs,  or  whatever  they  may  be  called,  appear  to  have  been  much 
wider  than  at  the  present  time.  This  seems  to  have  been  notably  the 
case  near  Cape  Hatteras.  The  preservation  of  the  status  of  the  bars  at 
the  inlets  for  so  many  years  indicates  a  permanence  in  the  relation  of 
the  forces  by  which  they  are  maintained.  Should  their  relations  so  far 
change  as  to  destroy  the  present  equilibrium  and  to  close  the  larger  in- 
lets, the  deterioration  of  the  interior  navigation  will  not  be  more  rapid 
than  it  has  been  heretofore.  At  a  moderate  cost  the  present  channels 
could  be  preserved  for  many  hundred  years,  which  is  as  far  as  we  need 
look.  At  the  present  time  the  tides  near  the  large  inlets  vary  from  2  to 
4J  feet.  At  New  Berne  and  Croatan  Sound  they  are  controlled  almost 
wholly  by  the  winds. 

Core  Sound, — This  sound  is  3G  miles  long  and  about  3  wide,  and  con- 
nects Pamplico  Sound  with  Beaufort  Harbor.  The  depth  near  the  upper 
end,  on  Wimble's  chart,  is  3  feet;  at  present  it  is  from  4  to  4 J  feet. 
There  are  six  bars  in  this  sound  which  have  from  4^  to  5^  feet  of  water 
over  them.  These  are  Harbor  Island,  two  bars  at  Drum  Shoal,  Piney 
Point  Shoal,  Yellow  Shoal,  and  Bell's  Shoal.  These  should  be  removed 
in  order  to  bring  the  navigation  up  to  the  standard  of  the  Albemarle 
and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

The  tide  in  this  sound  is  neutralized  by  the  meeting  of  flood-waters 
from  Ocracoke  and  Beaufort.  The  Government  attempted  to  dredge  a 
channel  in  1838,  but  the  dredge- boat  was  accidentally  burned  before 
anything  was  accomplished. 

The  bar  of  Beaufort  Harbor  has  from  12  to  15  feet  at  low- water.  This 
depth  is  sometimes  temporarily  increase<l  by  storms.  It  has  always 
preserved  the  advantage  over  the  other  inlets  of  having  deeper  water 
after  the  outside  bar  is  passed.  The  earliest  maps  represent  the  direc- 
tion of  the  channel  to  be  southwest.  It  is  now  southeast.  Lawson, 
writing  in  1708,  represents  the  depth  on  the  bar  as  less  than  at  Ocra- 
coke. It  has  been  observed  that  the  harbors  on  the  coast  of  Carolina 
which  are  protected  by  capes  have  the  greater  depth.  This  is  the  case 
with  Hatteras,  Ocracoke,  Beaufort,  and  Swansborough  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Cape  Fear  Kiver. 

Bogue  Sound, — This  sound  extends  from  Beaufoit  to  New  River,  a 
distance  of  nearly  47  miles.  The  width  varies  from  2  to  3  miles,  and 
the  depth  from  2  to  3  feet.  The  bars  shift  with  the  winds.  Near 
Swansborough  the  sound  is  occupied  by  large  salt-marshes,  which  are 
intersected  by  impracticable  channels. 

Between  Bogue  Sound  and  Wilmington  are  five  shallow  sounds,  with  au 
occasional  inlet,  where  coasters  may  find  a  haven.  These  sounds  are 
called  Stump,  Middle,  Topsail,  Masonborough,  and  Myrtle,  and  are  for  the 
most  part  occupied  by  an  intricate  net- work  of  channels  through  which  a 
canoe  cannot  pass.  The  storms  sweep  into  the  sounds  a  large  amount  of 
sand  which  the  feeble  backwater  is  unable  to  remove,  and  large  deltas 
have  been  formed  by  the  ocean  inside  the  inlets,  in  a  manner  analogous 
to  the  delta-formations  which  are  built  up  in  the  ocean  whenever  the 
effluent  sedimentary  water  is  in  excess  of  the  inflowing  water  of  the  sea. 
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Another  cause  of  sedimeDtary  deposits  is  fonud  at  the  points  of  equi- 
libriam  between  the  meeting  of  the  waters  from  two  neighboring  inlets. 
These  accumulations  are  increased  by  the  creeks  and  the  washings  of 
the  rains.  While  this  process  of  filling  is  in  progress  within  the  "  banks," 
there  appears  to  be  evidence  that  the  beach  is  undergoing  degradation 
by  the  storms.  The  question  as  to  the  amount  of  degradation  can  only 
be  ascertained  after  a  comparison  of  the  present  coast-line  with  that 
which  existed  when  the  first  triangulation  was  made,  in  1850.  Until 
this  question  is  decided  the  utility  of  a  canal  or  open  channel  through 
the  sounds  must  be  uncertain.  It  is  noticeable  that,  notwithstanding 
these  changes,  several  inlets  afford  havens  for  small  coasting- vessels. 
Bogue  Inlet  has  6  feet  at  low- water  on  the  bar,  New  River  3,J,  New 
Topsail  8  feet,  Masonborough  4,  New  Inlet  OA,  and  Gape  Fear  12J.  The 
two  last-named  afford  entrance  to  Wilmington  and  Cape  Fear  River, 
but  New  Inlet  is  about  to  be  dosed  by  crib-work*  as  a  means  of  im- 
proving a  lower  bar. 

New  River  and  Bogue  Inlets  afford  outlets  for  estuaries  and  tributary 
rivers,  by  which  the  trade  of  the  adjacent  country  finds  its  way  to  Wil- 
mington. Bogue  Inlet,  with  6  feet  of  water  on  the  bar,  has  a  good  har- 
bor, which  is  the  outlet  for  the  White  Oak  River.  The  principal  ship 
ping- point  is  the  small  town  of  Swansborough.  New  River  is  a  broad 
estuary,  navigable  as  far  as  Onslow  Court-House,  or  Jacksonville.  Naval 
stores  were  shipped  to  a  considerable  extent  from  this  point  before  the 
war.  The  inlet  is  noticeable  for  the  marine  delta  formed  by  the  sand 
brought  in  by  the  ocean.  The  State  of  North  Carolina  contemplated 
the  improvement  of  the  outlet  in  1851.  The  design  submitted  at  that 
time,  but  never  carried  out,  accompanies  this  report. 

A  subsequent  table  gives  the  distance  between  Norfolk  and  Wilming- 
ton, the  available  depth,  and  remarks  on  the  proi)osed  route  by  way  of 
the  sounds. 

Main-land, 

Oeology. — Having  described  the  formation  and  some  of  the  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  banks  or  cordon  of  outlying  islands 
which  form  the  coast-line  of  Carolina,  and  also  the  dimensions  of  and 
the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  sounds,  I  will  now  describe 
the  physical  character  and  geology  of  the  same  district.  The  geology 
of  the  entire  coast  is  comprised  between  the  Tertiary  and  Quaternary 
formations.  It  consists  of  the  Miocene  and  more  recent  marls.  Enu- 
merating them  in  the  ascending  order,  the  oldest  is  the  greensand,  the 
next  the  Eocene  marl,  and  the  upper  tlie  Miocene  marl.  Greensand 
marl  is  found  on  the  Cape  Fear  River,  25  miles  above  Wilmington, 
and  on  the  Tar  River.  Its  superior  qualities  as  a  fertilizer  are  well 
known  in  Virginia  and  New  Jersey,  where  it  is  found  in  many  accessible 
positions.  The  Eocene  marl  is  more  generally  distributed  on  the  Caro- 
lina coast.  It  consists  of  white  mart,  comminuted  shells,  and  coral, 
heaped  up  in  a  manner  indicative  of  wave-action  and  lignite-beds,  in- 
cluding graysand  pebbles  and  a  few  layers  of  clay.  Miocene  marl,  or 
shell-marl,  is  composed  of  fragmentary  and  entire  shells  accumulated 
in  banks. 

The  Pliocene  and  Post-pliocene  formations  are  made  up  of  the  peaty 
beds  of  swamps,  shells,  moving  sand,  and  sand-dunes  of  the  beach. 

The  fertilizing  properties  of  these  marls  vary  considerably,  and  some 
of  them  have  to  be  used  very  sparingly.  This  is  particularly  the  case 
with  the  Miocene  or  shell-marls.  The  stone-marl  which  underlies  New 
Berne  and  the  adjacent  country  deserves  mention  for  its  superior  qual- 
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ity  as  a  buildiag-stone.  There  are  two  varieties :  one  consists  of  shells 
of  1  to  1 J  inches  across,  which  are  firmly  cemented  by  silica.  It  can  be 
easily  worked  when  first  brought  from  the  qnarry,  but  becomes  so  hard 
after  exposure  that  it  can  be  used  for  millstones.  Although  rough  in 
appearance,  it  makes  a  handsome  building-stone,  and  is  as  enduring  as 
granite.  The  second  variety  is  a  buff-colored  rock  resembling  oolite. 
Like  the  more  shelly  variety,  it  is  plastic  when  taken  from  the  quarry, 
but  becomes  exceedingly  hard  after  exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  and 
retains  its  power  to  resist  the  weather  for  an  indefinite  period. 

A  knowledge  of  the  substrata  is  of  essential  importance  in  determin- 
ing the  character  of  foundation  for  bridges  and  locks  and  the  practica- 
bility and  permanence  of  canals  or  artificial  channels.  The  following 
records  of  borings  and  excavations  have  semed  to  be  sufficiently  import- 
ant to  be  preserved  for  future  reference : 

NOTES  ON  BORINGS. 

Eastward  of  the  Chesapeake  ia  Northampton  Countyi  no  marl  was  reached  by  seT- 
eral  borings  at  40  feet  depth. 

Barings  made  at  Fortress  Monroe  hy  United  States  Engineer  Department, 

Thick-  Total  depth 

Nature  of  strata.                                                        ness  of  from  aar- 

Btrata,  face, 

Feet.  Feet. 

Marsb-soil 5i  5  to  6 

Fine  dark  sand,  clean 12^  18 

Angnlar  light-colored  sand,  containing  coarse  sand,  round  pebbles 

and  mud 10  28 

Sand  and  mud,  different  layers 12  40 

Some  stone,  sand,  and  mud 5  45 

Miocene  marl 200  245 

(The  lowest  layer  of  the  last  showed  some  greensand  and  shells ; 
next  hard  stone  full  of  shells,  probably  Eocene.) 

Sand,  bluish  gray,  mixed  with  mud 16  261 

Same,  fragments  of  shell-marl,  stone  harder 9  270 

Softer  marl,  sky-blue  color 43  313 

Fossil-shells  or  marine  continuous  deposits  were  224  feet  in  thickness. 
Near  Buck  River,  within  a  few  miles  of  these  borings,  the  Miocene  marl  is  found  within 
3  or  4  feet  of  the  surface. 

At  Norfolk  shell-marl  was  reached  at  a  depth  of  40  feet. 

Borings  at  Edenton^N,  C.,(from  notes  furnished  hy  Professor  MUchelh) 

1 
Nature  of  strata.  ( 

Sand 

Sand,  (different  kinds) 

Clay 

Vegetable  matter,  (probably  peat) 

Sand 

Blue  clav 

Vegetable  matter 

Clay 

Gravel 

Clay 51:5      f 

Sand  and  marine  shells o  a't  ^ 

Shell-rock a     1^  ' 

Sand  and  marine  shells ..•^^S^.a  ^ 

Clay  and  shells a      g^ 

Sand  and  shells 0*5 

Clay  and  shells J  g^ 

Sand  and  marine  substances* 

Quicksand 

Clay 


i  k 

Depth 

Strata. 

from 
•urface. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

8 

8 

H 

m 

H 

19 

3 

22 

4k 

26i 

2i 

29 

4 

33 

9 

42 

i 

42i 

4i 

47 

7i 

54i 

3 

57i 

21 

78J 

68i 

147 

i 

147i 

35 

182i 

3 

185i 

2i 

188 

2 

190 

*  The  shells,  brought  up  from  182  feet,  resemble  those  found  in  the  outcroppings  of 
the  marl,  probably  of  the  Miocene  era. 
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Clubfoot  and  Harloufa  Creek  Canal,  (from  Professor  Olmstead's  report.) 

Total  depth,  16  feet ;  the  several  depths  not  noted. 
1st  layer— Bluish  mold  usaally  found  in  the  swamp,  rich  and  peaty. 
2d  layer — Potters*  clay,  yellowish-brown  color, 
3d  layer — This  layer,  of  sand,  full  of  sea-shells  and  fossil  remains  of  mammoths  and 

elephants.    The  shells,  principally  conch,  scallop,  and  clam,  sach  as  are 

now  found  near  Cape  Lookout. 
4th  layer— Soft  blue  clay,  said  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  adjacent  ocean. 

Wells  dug  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Mattamuskeet  exhibit  the  several  successive  strata^  as 

follows : 

A  well  dug  by  Dr.  Sparrow  on  the  ridge  near  the  lake  exhibited  the  following  strata : 

Character  of  strata.  Thick- Total 

oess.  depth. 

1.  Ordinary  peaty  soil IJ 

2.  Dry  sand,  fine,  wavy  laminte  intermixed  with  peat-sediment 4|  6 

3.  Black  peat  soil,  containing  roots  and  earth  in  places,  changing  to  more 

clayey 4  10 

4.  Clay i        10| 

5.  Quicksand  on  soft  and  fluid  marsh-mud 

Mr.  Ensly's  well,  the  deepest  near  the  same  ridge,  and  within  a  mile  of  the  last : 

Total. 

1.  7  feet  of  black,  rich,  peaty  soil 7 

2.  2  to  4  feet  fine  sand,  laminated,  <&c II 

3.  1  to  3  feet  clayey  marl 14 

4.  4  feet  quicksand 18 

5.  4  feet  blue  clay,  (cutting  like  soap,)  interspersed  with  layers  of  peaty  sedi- 

ment and  some  roots 23 

6.  1  foot  or  more  of  black  peat  earth •       23 

The  morning  following,  after  the  well  had  been  dug  to  a  depth  of  23  feet,  it  was  found 
full  of  water. 
Other  wells  dug  at  other  points  give  the  same  strata  with  variable  thickness. 

These  borings  exhibit  the  immediate  presence  of  the  sea  during  the 
Eocene  period,  and  its  gradual  recession  from  the  base  of  the  granite 
cliffs  to  its  present  boundaries.  A  careful  geological  survey  might  even 
determine  the  general  outline  of  the  bays,  sounds,  and  estuaries  which 
at  one  time  formed  a  continuous  but  irregular  sheet  of  water  from  Long 
Island  to  Florida.  Such  investigation  is,  however,  partly  speculative, 
and  I  allude  to  it  because  of  its  relation  to  changes  now  in  progress, 
which  should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  devising  an  improvement 
of  the  navigation  as  contemplated. 

Another  branch  of  the  subject,  which  is  also  in  part  speculative,  has 
a  similar  relation  to  practical  questions  of  improvement.  I  allude  to 
the  supposed  depression  or  sinking  of  the  coast.  This  opinion  is  enter- 
tained by  intelligent  observers  and  by  several  geologists.  Professor 
Dana,  in  his  chart  of  the  coast,  indicates  an  area  of  depression  extend- 
ing along  the  coast  of  Georgia.  In  regard  to  smaller  areas  of  depres- 
sion, particularly  along  the  coast  of  Carolina,  I  have  already  given  some 
of  the  arguments  which  are  generally  alleged  by  those  who  entertain 
this  opinion.  1st.  These  are,  first,  the  unusual  depth  of  some  of  the 
rivers,  which  extends  up  to  and  under  the  edge  of  the  banks,  which  are 
quaking  bogs  or  floating  masses  of  vegetation,  as  if  the  bottom  had 
sunk,  leaving  the  light  vegetation  to  float.  2d.  There  are  basins  and 
channels  of  unusual  depth,  such  as  Albemarle  Sound,  Alligator  Kiver, 
&c.,  which  may  be  areas  of  local  depression.  3d.  The  existence,  in 
North,  Chowan,  and  Alligator  Elvers,  and  in  the  estuaries  bordering 
Albemarle  and  Pamplico  Sounds,  of  firmly-rooted  and  imbedded  stumps, 
10  to  20  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water.    4th.  In  digging  wells. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


392         REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

canals,  and  ditches,  in  many  parts  of  the  swamps,  the  trunks  of  dead 
and  fallen  juniper  and  cypress  trees,  and  also  stamps,  have  been  found 
at  the  greatest  depth  reached  by  the  peat-formation.  It  is  maintained 
that  the  trunks  could  not  have  floated,  nor  the  stumps  have  settled,  to 
their  present  position,  but  that  they  must  have  grown  on  this  level. 
This  is  the  weak  point  in  the  argument,  and,  as  I  have  had  no  personal 
opportunity  to  examine  the  localities,  1  offer  the  statement  merely  as 
the  opinion  of  intelligent  observers.  5th.  In  further  proof,  the  char- 
acter of  the  substrata,  as  revealed  by  the  excavation  of  wells  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mattamuskeet  Lake,  is  also  cited.  In  these  wells  the  lower 
and  more  ancient  beds  of  peat  are  found  separated  by  beds  of  sand, 
clay,  and  earth.  This  fine  sand  is  found  deposited  in  wavy  lines,  indica- 
tive of  the  action  of  a  gentle  current.  It  is  assumed  that  the  peat  could 
not  have  grown  at  this  level,  and  could  not  have  settled  through  the 
"water,  but  must  have  sunk  by  a  depression  of  the  surface,  and  was 
subsequently  covered  by  the  sand  of  the  estuary.  Depression,  local  or 
general,  rapid  in  some  places  and  slow  in  others,  is  not  improbable,  but 
its  progress  since  the  discovery  of  the  country  has  not  been  demon- 
strated. The  hypothesis,  however,  affords  an  exi>lanation  of  some  of 
the  characteristics  of  the  peatbogs  of  Hyde  County  swamp  and  of  the 
Open-Ground  Savanna  in  Carteret  County. 

Description  of  rivers,  peatbogsj  and  soil. — ^The  tract  of  land  between 
Norfolk  and  Wilmington  is  chiefly  a  delta-formation  of  peat- bogs,  swamps, 
and  savannas,  bordered  by  bands,  and  intersected  by  tongues  and  islets 
of  sandy  and  peaty  soil.  These  swamps  are  locally  called  pocosins^  or 
dismaUj  and  are  covered  with  forests  of  gum,  ash,  and  juniper.  They 
usually  occupy  the  higher  levels  between  the  rivers,  and  drain  outward 
in  every  direction,  except  toward  the  north  or  west.  Between  the  Eliza- 
beth River  and  the  southern  border  of  North  Carolina  the  swamp-lands 
cover  an  area  of  nearly  4,000  square  miles.  The  Dismal  Swamp  contains 
an  area  of  about  400  square  miles,  and  lies  partly  in  Virginia  and  partly 
in  North  Carolina.  Lake  Drummond,  which  isin  theceuter  of  the  swamp, 
is  19  miles  from  Norfolk.  It  is  intersected  on  the  northern  border  by 
the  Seaboard  and  Eoanoke  Railroad,  and  also  by  the  Petersburgh  and 
Richmond  Railroad.  The  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  passes  through  the 
center  of  the  swamp,  and  connects  Elizabeth  River  with  Albemarle 
Sound.  The  canal  is  29  miles  long  and  4  feet  deep,  with  a  summit- 
level,  and  with  locks  90  by  18  feet  in  the  chamber.  The  summi^level  is 
9  miles  long  and  4^  feet  above  the  level  of  the  northern  section.  The 
lockage  to  the  Pasquotank  River,  from  the  summit,  is  20 J  feet,  and  from 
the  same  level  to  the  Elizabeth  River  is  21^  feet.  The  summit-level  is 
fed  by  Lake  Drummond,  which  contains  an  area  of  24  square  miles,  and 
is  26  feet  above  tide.  The  range  of  the  lake  between  the  wet  and  dry 
season  is  about  3  feet.  It  has  been  proposed,  at  a  cost  of  $400,000,  to 
reduce  the  summit-level  and  deepen  the  canal,  but  a  million  of  dollars 
would  probably  be  required  to  bring  the  navigation  to  the  standard  of 
the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal.  A  canal  penetrates  the  swamp 
on  the  northern  side,  connecting  Jericho  Creek,  near  Suffolk,  with  Lake 
Drummond.  This  canal  was  projected  by  General  Washington,  who 
was  an  owner  of  part  of  the  stock  of  the  company.  The  canal  was 
originally  12  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep,  and  10  miles  long.  It  has  been 
chiefly  employed  to  transport  cypress  and  juniper  shingles.  The  timber- 
lands  are  very  valuable,  but  are  occasionally  devastated  by  fire.  The 
swamplands  which  have  been  reclaimed  and  cultivated  have  generally 
proved  very  fertile,  producing  from  60  to  70  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre. 
The  soil  of  the  swamp  is  everywhere  covered  with  Sphagnum  pahistrey 
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a  species  of  marsh-moss,  which  grows  with  clasters  of  white  blossoms, 
which  have  been  compared  to  the  heads  of  white  clover.  This  moss 
will  grow  several  feet  beneath  the  water,  and  combines  with  water-lilies 
and  other  aqaatic  species  to  make  a  matted  mass  of  vegetation  10  to  20 
feet  in  depth.  The  peat-bogs  are  never  free  from  water,  no  matter  how 
dry  may  be  the  season.  The  reason  of  this  is  evident:  The  general 
level  of  the  conutry  is  but  little  above  that  of  the  ocean,  and  the  inclina- 
tion toward  the  coast  is  only  1  or  2  feet  to  the  mile.  From  an  examina- 
tion of  wells,  Mr.  McAlpine  found  the  subterranean  water-slope  to  be 
from  2  to  4  feet  per  mile,  according  to  the  season.  The  water,  therefore, 
cannot  be  far  from  the  surface,  which  corresponds  so  nearly  with  the 
subterranean  water-slope.  The  higher  swamps  are  fed  by  a  level  tract 
to  the  west  and  north  of  them,  as  is  indicated  by  their  drainage. 

Now,  when  it  is  remembered  that  these  peat-bogs  are  in  fact  vast 
sponges  of  living  and  decaying  vegetation,  many  miles  in  extent,  it  is 
easy  to  understand  how  the  water,  sufficient  to  supply  evaporation,  is 
continually  drawn  from  the  subaqueous  strata  by  capillary  attraction. 

Swelling  with  water,  the  peaty  growth  expands  its  border  during  the 
rainy  season  until  it  occupies  all  the  vacant  space  of  the  contiguous 
lake  or  fresh-water  sound,  or  oozes  in  small  streams  over  the  adjacent 
and  more  solid  land.  The  bottoms  of  the  bogs  and  lakes  are  found  to  be 
of  nearly  pure  seasand.  It  is  the  belief  of  intelligent  residents  and 
observers  that  Laka  Drummond  was  formed  by  the  burning-out  of  a 
peat-bog.  In  proof,  instances  are  cited  of  tracts  which  have  burned  to 
the  depth  of  several  feet  and  have  become  lakes.  But  this  is  true,  not 
of  bogs,  but  of  the  peat-soil  which  is  a  later  condition  of  the  bog-devel- 
opment. Fires  have  frequently  destroyed  the  juniper-timber  of  the 
swamps,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  decide  whether  the  burnt  trees  found  in 
this  lake  have  floated  to  their  present  position  or  were  partially  burned 
with  the  peat-soil  where  they  are  now  found.  It  is  probable  that  the 
trees  would  have  been  totally  consumed  by  a  fire  which  burned  out  the 
soil  to  the  depth  of  Lake  Drummond,  and  it  is  not  sufficient  explanation 
to  cite  the  instances  of  small  lakes  which  have  been  formed  in  burned- 
out  areas  in  the  cleared  peat-land  of  Hyde  County.  Fire,  which  would 
readily  consume  the  dry  peat-soil,  can  make  no  progress  .in  a  peat-bog 
saturated  with  water.  In  the  absence  of  information,  I  would  propose 
as  a  probable  explanation  of  the  existence  of  the  lake,  that  it  may  be  a 
part  of  the  former  sound  or  bay  which  once  extended  from  Chesapeake 
Bay  to  Albemarle  Sound.  The  delta-depositions  and  the  contempora- 
neous growth  of  salt-marsh,  the  consequent  exclusion  of  salt-water  and 
subsequent  growth  of  the  peat-bogs,  are  adequate  to  explain  the  exist- 
ence of  this  lake  and  of  such  lakes  as  are  commonly  found  in  delta- 
formationa.  As  familiar  illustrations,  I  would  mention  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  Lake  Cienega,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Magdalena,  and  delta-formed  lakes  generally. 

The  process  of  lake-formation  is  traceable  on  the  coast  of  Carolina  as 
follows :  First,  the  barrier-reefs  of  long,  narrow  islands  are  formed  by 
the  action  of  the  winds,  waves,  and  currents  upon  the  shallow  Atlantic 
slope,  forming  bays  and  sounds.  Salt-marshes  next  begin  to  occupy 
the  borders  of  these  waters. 

The  alluvium  of  the  rivers  forms  many  islands;  oyster- rocks  obstruct 
the  channel  and  become  the  nuclei  of  shoals  and  subsequent  marshes. 
The  inlets  are  next  closed  by  storms,  or  by  the  drifting  sand ;  the  water 
becomes  brackish,  and  marine  life  disappears.  The  salt-marshes  now 
become  savannas,  which  rise  above  tide,  and  are  covered  with  grass  and 
a  few  juniper-trees.    By  the  closing  of  inlets  the  water  becomes  fresh, 
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or  nearly  so,  and  tbe  Sphagnum  palustre  and  other  peat-plants  begin  to 
encroach  on  the  soand.  The  peaty  matter  transported  by  currents  closes 
the  months  of  the  channels  and  of  the  estuaries,  and  the  water  thus 
seclnded  becomes  a  lake,  which  may,  in  the  end,  become  wholly  a  peat- 
bog. These  appear  to  be  the  actual  stages  through  which  the  swamp- 
lauds  are  now  passing,  and  are  the  more  iuteresting  as  exhibiting,  on  a 
large  scale,  the  preliraiuary  process  in  the  natural  formation  of  exten- 
sive coal-beds. 

Upon  the  southern  border  of  the  tract  of  land  between  the  Elizabeth 
Eiver  and  Albemarle  Sound  are  five  rivers,  already  noticed,  (the  North, 
Pasquotank,  Little,  Perquimans,  and  Chowan.)  These  rivers  terminate 
in  wide  and  straight  estuaries,  with  solid  banks.  In  direction  they 
correspond  with  the  drainage  of  the  country,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Blackwater  and  Chowan,  are  due  to  the  erosion  of  the  original  delta. 
The  Blackwater,  on  the  other  hand,  may  have  been  formed  by  the  en- 
croachment of  the  marshes  and  peat-bogs,  somewhat  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  Lake  Drummond. 

ffyde  County  swamp. — The  peninsula  of  low  and  level  land,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Albemarle  Sound  and  on  the  south  and  east  by  Pamp- 
lico  Sound,  embraces  the  most  remarkable  portion  of  swamp-land  in 
North  Carolina.  It  covers  nearly  the  entire  area  of  Washington,  Beau- 
fort, Tyrrel,  Dare,  and  Hyde  Counties,  and  is  stated  by  Professor  Kerr 
to  contain  nearly  3,000  square  miles.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  fertility 
of  its  land,  the  extent  of  its  lakes  and  peat-bogs,  and  for  the  formation 
of  its  rivers  and  bays.  The  land  about  Mattamuskeet  was,  perhaps, 
rudely  cultivated  by  the  Indians  when  Amadas  visited  the  city  of 
"Pomeiock,"  in  1584.  Since  the  settlement  of  the  country  it  has  been 
under  continual  cultivation  for  one  hundred  years,  and  still  produces, 
without  the  the  aid  of  manure  or  fertilizers,  60  to  70  bushels  of  corn  to 
the  acre.  The  best  land  is  on  the  northwestern  border  of  the  lake,  and 
lies  about  7  feet  above  tide-water.  The  land  declines  from  the  lake 
toward  the  sound  and  the  swamps.  Good  land  usually  brings  from  $75 
to  $100  per  acre.  Lake  Mattamuskeet,  when  first  visited  by  Amadas 
and  Lane,  (1584-'85,)  was  from  20  to  22  miles  long  and  8  feet  deep.  It 
was  then  called  Paquique.  It  has  frequently  overflowed  its  banks,  and 
the  consequent  loss  and  distress  became  so  great  that,  in  1838,  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  appropriated  a  sum  for  cutting  a  canal  from  the  lake 
to  Wysocking  Bay,  on  Pamplico  Sound. 

The  dimensions  of  the  lake  have  been  reduced  by  draining  to  16  miles 
in  length  and  5  miles  in  width  and  4  feet  in  depth.  The  hard  beach 
laid  bare  around  the  lake  was  composed  almost  wholly  of  sea-sand. 
The  theory  of  intelligent  residents  is,  that  the  area  now  occupied  by  the 
lake  was  originally  solid  peat-land,  but  was  subsequently  burned  out  by- 
fire  to  its  present  depth.  They  assert  that  numbers  of  burnt  logs  and 
stumps  are  found  in  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  They  point  out  a  stratum 
of  ashes  beneath  a  foot  of  soil  which  is  visible  along  the  ditches  on  the 
border  of  the  lake.  They  will  also  exhibit  localities  where,  after  the  soil 
has  been  burned  to  the  depth  of  several  feet,  the  space  has  been  occupied 
by  \tater.  The  proofs  are  of  the  same  kind  as  those  offered  to  account 
for  Lake  Drummond.  There  is,  however,  this  difference  between  the 
two  lakes :  Lake  Drummond  occupies  the  center  of  a  bog,  and  Matta- 
muskeet is  surrounded  by  a  belt  of  solid  peat-land.  On  this  theory,  there- 
fore. Lake  Drummond  must  be  the  relic  of  a  large  and  more  ancient  lake, 
which  has  since  become  a  peat-bog;  if  formed  by  fire,  it  must  have  been 
of  solid  peat-soil  nearly  free  from  moisture.  The  proof  of  the  fire  theory- 
is,  as  I  have  said,  insufficient,  and,  although  plausible,  is  not  essential 
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to  tke  explauatiou  of  the  existence  of  these  lakes.  Lake  Mattamuskeet 
is  alvrays  muddy,  and  holds  iu  suspension  a  large  amount  of  peaty  sedi- 
ment. Two  islands  have  been  formed  iu  the  lake  in  the  last  fifty  years, 
which  cover  areas  of  100  and  of  75  acres,  respectively.  The  peaty-mat- 
ter, sphagnum-moss,  water-lilies,  and  other  aquatic  plants  have  almost 
choked  the  canal  for  draining,  and  have  filled  a  large  part  of  Wysockiug 
Bay,  into  which  it  empties.  The  fertility  of  the  land  upon  the  border 
of  the  lake  is  so  marked  that  several  theories  have  been  suggested  to 
account  for  it.  Col.  D.  M.  Carter  supposes  that  after  the  fire  the  water 
was  strongly  impregnated  with  the  alkali  of  the  ashes,  and,  leaching 
through  the  soil,  neutralized  the  acid,  which  is  generally  in  excess  in 
marsh-soils.  This  theory  is  certainly  ingenious.  The  fertility,  however, 
may  also  be  explained  by  the  deppsit  from  the  ordinary  overflow  of  the 
lake,  which  has  raised  the  bank  along  the  border. 

North  of  Lake  Mattamuskeet,  and  near  the  middle  of  the  tract  under 
consideration,  are  three  smaller  lakes,  called  Scuppernong,  Pungo,  and 
Alligator.  Lake  Scuppernong,  the  largest,  is  7^  miles  long  and  4  wide. 
It  is  from  8  to  14  feet  deep,  and  has  a  range  varying  from  1  to  4  feet. 
A  company  was  formed  by  Josiah  Collins  in  1770  for  the  purpose  of 
draining  it.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  were  spent  in  making  a  cut  to  the 
Scuppernong  Eiver.  The  descent  of  the  canal  is  about  18  or  19  feet. 
In  1840  an  examination  was  made  of  the  swamp  between  Alligator  and 
Pungo  Lakes  by  two  eminent  engineers,  Walter  Gwynn  and  Charles  B. 
Shaw.  A  system  of  canals  and  ditches  was  devised  by  them,  which 
were  led  south  into  Pungo  River.  The  State  expended  $200,000  in  these 
operations. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  natural  processes  which  may  have  given 
to  the  Scuppernong,  the  Alligator,  and  Chowan  Uivers  their  character- 
istic features,  by  which  they  differ  in  a  marked  degree  from  North, 
Pasquotank,  Little,  and  Perquimans  Rivers,  situated  on  the  north  side 
of  Albemarle  Sound.  The  Alligator  River,  however,  deserves  especial 
mention.  Amadas  called  it  "  the  great  river  Occam."  It  may  be  roughly 
estimated  as  navigable  for  55  miles.  For  the  first  25  miles  from  Albe- 
marle Sound  it  is  nearly  straight,  and  has  a  width  varying  from  2  to  3 
miles  and  a  depth  of  from  10  to  15  feet.  The  upper  part  is  tortuous, 
narrow,  and  from  10  to  35  feet  deep.  This  depth  extends  under  the  bor- 
dering fringe  of  aquatic  vegetation,  and  this  in  turn  is  bordered  by  a 
quaking-bog,  at  present  covered  sparsely  with  small  juniper  trees,  which 
increase  in  number  and  give  place  to  cypress  and  gum  as  the  bog  be- 
comes higher. 

A  short  canal  through  the  more  solid,  dry,  and  elevated  land  (under 
cultivation)  enables  the  steamer  to  reach  Fairfield.  The  material  exca- 
vated from  this  canal  was  composed  of  matted  roots  and  black  loamy 
earth,  which  floats  in  the  water  when  dry,  and  readily  burns  when  thrown 
into  the  fire.  The  spongy  mass  of  mud  along  the  border  shrinks  and 
disappears  on  exposure  to  the  atmosphere.  The  cutoffs  through  this  mass 
of  vegetation  were  made  with  a  crosscut-saw,  blocks  being  floated  away 
after  being  sawed.  The  attachment  of  this  vegetation  to  the  firmer  bog 
is  so  slight  that  portions  are  separated  by  the  waves  made  by  the 
steamer,  and,  floating  in  the  channel,  become  the  center  of  large  accu- 
mulations. The  current  of  the  river  is  due  chiefly  to  the  effect  of  the 
winds  in  Albemarle  Sound.  I  have  called  attention  more  particularly 
to  this  river  as  exhibiting  the  difference  between  the  rivers  on  the  south 
from  those  on  the  north  of  the  sound.  The  latter  rivers  are,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Chowan  and  its  head,  marked  by  erosion.  The  Alliga- 
tor River  appears  to  be  wholly  formed  by  the  growth  and  encroachment 
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of  the  marshes,  peat-bogs,  and  alluvial  sediment  which  has  gradually 
excluded  the  waters  of  the  soand.  If  the  process  of  formation  can  be 
expressed  by  a  word,  it  may  be  called  a  river  of  exclusion  as  opposed  to 
a  river  of  erosion.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  cut  of  thirty  miles 
may  be  made  to  unite  Alligator  and  Pamplico  Rivers,  which  would 
shorten  the  distance  to  Kew  Berne  and  Washington.  It  is  also  urged 
that,  by  means  of  such  a  canal,  the  winds  of  Pamplico  Sound  could  be 
avoided.  These  advantages  are  unquestionable,  but  the  cost  of  such  a 
canal  must  be  weighed  against  the  present  unobstructed  navigation  of 
the  sound. 

,  The  soil  of  Hyde  County  is  evidently  the  result  of  the  decomposition 
of  peat- bogs.  It  is  black  and  loamy  ;  much  of  it  is  reduced  to  an  im- 
palpable powder,  which  penetrates  the  clothes  and  boots  of  the  pedes- 
trian. It  is  kept  under  cultivation  by  a  system,  of  ditching,  which  is  as 
necessary  to  a  good  crop  as  plowing.  The  soil  has  been  carefully 
analyzed  by  Professor  Emmons  and  Major  Graham,  of  Lexington  Mili- 
tary Institute.  This  analysis  is  very  interesting  as  indicating  the 
amount  of  vegetable  matter  in  the  soil  of  the  swamplands. 

Organic  matter 
In  100  parts. 

1.  Soil  of  Dismal  Swamp,  Virginia,  under  gnra  and  cypress  forest,  "with  some 
juniper,  2  feet  under  the  surfivce,  near  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburgh  Railroad.        0  43 

2.  Soil  from  gum  and  cypress  land  near  Lake  Mattamuskeet,  fifteen  years  afcer 
cultivation ". 21. 11 

3.  Swamp-land  of  J.  Collins,  near  Lake  Scuppernong,  under  cultivation  twenty- 
four  years 33.38 

4.  Clay  subsoil 7.91 

5.  Scuppernong  Lake,  land  of  Mr.  Pettigrew,  under  tillage  fifteen  years,  taken 

at  a  depth  of  12  inches 41.31 

6.  Same  laud,  second  year's  tillage,  15  inches  deep (51.66 

7.  Same  land,  under  forest  growth,  12  to  15  inches  deep 65. 68 

8.  Same  land, clay  subsoil,? feet  under  surface 5.28 

9.  Scuppernong.     C.  Pettigrew,  newly  drained  and  cleared  of  forest 67.  00 

After  an  examination  of  a  number  of  analyses,  I  find,  in  addition  to 
organic  matter,  that  they  are  composed  of  from  60  to  65  per  cent,  of 
soluble  and  insoluble  silica,  together  with  small  quantities  of  iron,  lime, 
potash,  soda,  magnesia,  and  aluminum.  I  have  been  more  full  in 
describing  this  peninsula  because  it  possesses  all  the  characteristics  of 
the  swamp-lands  in  a  marked  degree,  and  illustrates  the  preliminary 
stage  of  the  formation  of  a  coal-bed. 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  district  under  consideration  can  be 
described  more  briefly.  Bay  River  Swamp,  which  lies  between  the 
Pamplico  and  Neuse  Rivers,  contains  from  30  to  40  square  miles. 
Dover  Swamp,  between  the  Neuse  and  the  Trent  Rivers,  contains  about 
40  square  miles;  it  is  remarkable  for  the  elevation  of  its  surface, 
which  is  60  feet  above  the  Neuse  and  Trent  Rivers.  Southwest  of 
Pamplico  Sound  is  a  swamp  separated  into  two  portions  by  four  or  five 
lakes.  The  northwestern,  or  high  part,  is  called  White  Oak  Swamp, 
and  is  between  33  and  38  feet  above  tide.  The  southeastern  or  lower 
portion  is  between  the  Neuse  and  Core  Sound.  It  is  called  Open  Ground, 
Prairie,  or  Savanna.  Repeated  fires  have  left  it  nearly  destitute  of  trees, 
The  highest  point  is  about  12  feet  above  tide.  The  State  attempted  to 
reclaim  the  land  by  draining  in  1855.  Mr.  Eidward  Ruffin,  who  visited 
the  work,  found  the  surface  of  the  swamp  dry,  but  soft  and  spongy ; 
the  upper  layer  for  about  2  feet  he  states  to  be  a  mass  of  matted  roots 
which,  after  exposure  for  a  year,  had  retained  their  woody  texture. 
The  dry  sods  were  light  enough  to  float  like  cork.  "  Below  this  layer 
was  one  of  l.J  feet,  which  seemed  to  be  rich  black  soil  almost  free  from 
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roots.  Dry  lumps  of  this  layer,  when  thrown  into  the  water,  would 
immediately  rijse  and  float."  Below  this  layer  he  found  a  subsoil  of 
nearly  pure  sand. 

Clubfoot  and  Harlow  Canal. — Near  the  west  end  of  this  savanna  a 
canal  has  been  proposed  to  unite  the  waters  of  the  Neuse  River  with 
Beaufort  Harbor.  The  distance  from  New  Berne  to  the  sea  by  way  of 
Ocracoke  Inlet  will  be  very  much  shortened,  and  the  tortuous  and  intri- 
cate channel  of  Core  Sound  will  be  avoided  by  vessels  bound  for  Beau- 
fort. About  the  year  1820  the  State  engineer,  Hamilton  Fulton,  proposed 
to  cut  a  canal  between  the  two  creeks  with  a  bottom  width  of  14  feet, 
a  depth  of  4  feet,  and  side  slopes  of  I J  to  1.  As  the  water  in  Clubfoot 
Creek  was  about  2  feet  above  low-water  in  Harlow  Creek,  he  proposed 
a  guard-lock.  He  also  states  that  the  cutting  in  some  places  would  be 
6  leet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  This  canal  was  subsequently  con- 
structed, with,  it  may  be  presumed,  the  proposed  dimensions. 

The  distances  by  this  route  are  as  follows : 

Miles. 

From  Neuse  River  along  Chibfoot  Creek  to  the  canal 4 

Canal  to  Harlow  Creek 'i^ 

Harlow  Creek  to  Newport  River 3^ 

Month  of  Harlow  Creek  (through  Newport  River)  to  9  feet  water  in  Beaufort 
Harbor ,..     2| 

Total 13 

The  canal  has  not  been  used  for  many  years,  and  has  become  nearly 
filled  with  sand  and  mud.  Its  depth  varies  from  1  to  2  feet.  A  map  of 
it  accompanies  this  report. 

Of  the  cost  of  a  cut  or  canal  on  this  line,  as  no  surveys  have  been 
made  by  me,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  detailed  estimate,  but  in  order  to 
enable  an  opinion  to  be  formed  of  its  probable  cost  I  have  made  an  ap- 
proximate estimate  of  a  cut  40  feet  wide,  with  slopes  of  2  to  1 : 

For  cntting  the  canal,  dredging  the  approaches,  and  constructing  a  tide-lock 

220  by  40  feet  iu  the  chamber,  the  approximate  cost  would  be $411, 000 

This  canal  has  been  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  improvement  of 
Core  Sound. 

Two  other  swamps  remain  to  be  noticed;  these  are  called  Angola 
Bay  and  Holly  Shelter.  Both  lie  east  of  the  northeast  branch  of  the 
Cape  Fear  River,  and  contain  together  about  150  square  miles.  An 
isthmus  of  low  but  dry  land  separates  these  swamps  into  two  nearly 
equal  portions.  The  line  of  survey  ran  over  this  isthmus,  the  highest 
point  of  which  is  23  feet  above  tide.  The  swamps  all  drain  through  it, 
and,  like  all  the  pocosins  of  this  region,  seem  to  be  highest  in  the  center. 

As  I  have  already  described  the  characteristics  of  these  remarkable 
peat-bogs,  composed  of  matted  roots  of  sphagnum  moss  and  other 
aquatic  vegetation,  I  will  now  close  my  description  at  the  limit  of  my 
survey  on  the  banks  of  the  northeast  branch  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

SURVEY   OF   THE   COA.ST  LINE   FROM   HEA.D   OP    CORE    SOUND    TO  WIL- 


The  survey  party  was  organized  with  Mr.  A.  K.  Michler,  assistant 
engineer,  in  immediate  charge,  and  Messrs.  J.  Heth  Harrison  and  Thomas 
S.  Flood,  assistants,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  recorders,  sounders,  and 
boatmen.  As  a  good  navigable  channel,  aiiording  not  less  than  from  6^ 
to  7J  feet  of  water,  can  be  carried  from  Norfolk  through  the  intermedi- 
ate rivers,  canals,  and  sounds  as  far  as  Harbor  Island,  at  the  head  of 
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Core  Sound,  a  distance  of  158J  miles,  the  survey  was  commenced  at 
Harbor  Island  Bar.  Tlie  following  table  gives  the  distances  and  depths 
up  to  this  point : 


Waters. 


Elizabeth  Rivorf  Xorfulk,  to  Albemarle  and  ChesapeakG  Canal 

locks. 
Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  fn>m  Elizabeth  Kiver  to 

North  Landing  River. 

North  Lauding  River  from  canal  to  month 

Cnrritnck  Sound  from  mouth  of  North  Lauding  River  to  North 

Carolina  Canal. 

Nor  1  h  Carolina  Canal 

North  River,  from  canal  to  month 

Croatan  Sonnd,  from  linht  to  Roanoke  Marsh  light 

Pumpiioo  Sound,  from  RuanokeMarsh  lii;bt  to  Harbor  Island 
light. 

Total  distance 


Distances. 


I 


Draught. 


Miles. 


121 

Id 
12* 


ei  feet. 

N.  W.  wind,  6ifeei; 
-wind,  7|  feet. 

N.W."  wind.  6.3  feet; 
wind,  7  feet. 


S.  £. 


S.  E. 


5i  1  7  to  9  feet. 


12i 
6-2 


I  10  feet,  except  at  moutfa, 
,      which  has  7  to  8. 

!  8  feet. 


im 


The  following  detailed  description  of  the  route  is  condensed  from  Mr. 
Mich  lei's  report: 

Core  Sound. — The  purpose  of  the  examinations  in  Core  Sound  was  to  verify  the  charts 
of  shoals  deduced  from  surveys  made  under  the  direction  of  Col.  James  Kearney  in 
1837,  and  subsequently  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  in  1866.  The  shoals  exam- 
ined and  the  results  of  the  examinations  are  as  follows : 

Harbor  Island  Bar:  This  bar  is  formed  at  the  entrance  of  Core  Sound  from  Pamlico 
Sound.  A  thorough  examination  verified  the  existing  chart  in  every  particular.  The 
borings  on  the  bar  proper  showed  the  bottom  to  be  hard,  fine,  white  sand.  In  the 
deeper  water  the  material  brought  up  was  a  sticky  black  mud.  The  least  depth  of 
water  in  the  channel  on  the  bar  is  5  feet.  A  cut  in  the  line  of  the  present  channel 
would  probably  remaiu  open,  the  compactness  of  the  material  forming  the  bar  on  the 
north  of  the  cut  protecting  it  from  the  action  of  the  hurtful  winds.  The  length  of  the 
cut  would  be  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Drum  Shoal :  Drum  Shoal  is  located  3|  miles  below  Harbor  Island  light-house.  A 
comparison  of  its  present  condition  wMth  that  at  the  time  of  the  former  survey  shows 
no  differences  to  exist.  As  with  Harbor  Island  Bar,  the  borings  showed  bard  sand  on 
the  shoal  and  sticky  mud  in  the  deeper  water.  The  least  depth  on  the  bar,  in  the 
channel,  is  5  feet.    The  requisite  cut  would  be  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length. 

Piney  Point  Shoal:  This  shoal  is  14^  miles  below  Drum  Shoal.  There  has  been  no 
change  in  the  depth  of  the  water  over  the  shoal  since  the  last  survey.  A  cut  was  com- 
menced some  years  ago  to  shorten  the  length  of  the  channel,  but  waa  never  completed. 
The  portion  cut  has  remained  unaltered.  The  material  is  hard  sand  and  sticky  mud, 
distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  on  preceding  shoals.  The  least  depth  of  water  on 
the  shoal  is  4  feet.    The  cut  through  would  be  about  2i  miles  in  length. 

Yellow  Shoal :  Is  situated  7  miles  below  Piney  Point.  The  distance  between  the  8 
foot-curves  is  3^  miles.  The  least  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  is  4^  feet.  The  depth 
of  water  at  the  time  of  the  last  survey  has  been  maintained,  and  our  borings  showed 
the  same  bottom,  hard  sand  and  sticky  mud. 

Bell's  Point  Shoal :  This,  the  last  of  the  troublesome  shoals  of  Core  Sound,  is  locat-ed 
2  miles  below  Yellow  Shoal  and  due  south  of  Bell's  Point.  It  is  five-eighths  of  a  mile 
long,  and  probably  but  a  continuation  of  Yellow  Siioal.  The  examination  proves  no 
changes  to  have  taken  place  since  the  last  survey.  The  least  depth  of  water  is  5  feet. 
The  material  is  hard  sand  and  sticky  mud. 

Generally,  there  is  no  tide  in  Core  Sound,  the  level  of  the  -water  being  raised  or 
lowered  by  the  wind,  south  and  west  winds  depressing  it  and  north  and  east  wiuds 
raising  it.  The  examinations  were  made  at  s^  time  when  the  wind  had  prevailed  from 
the  southwest  for  six  weeks.  From  a  comparison  of  the  present  conditions  of  the 
shoals  with  the  old  charts,  it  is  evident  that  the  accretions,  if  any,  are  slow.  It  is 
therefore  probable  that  cuts  through  the  shoals  would  be  lasting. 

In  the  hydrographic  reconnaissance  of  the  sounds,  from  Beaufort  to  the  most  practi- 
cable point  from  which  to  join  them  with  the  waters  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  near 
Wilmington,  the  maps  of  the  topographical  surveys  made  by  the  United  States  Coast 
Survey,  from  1856  to  1873  were  used  in  the  location  of  lines  of  soundings.  In  the  wide 
portions  of  the  sounds,  three  parallel  lines  of  soundings,  100  feet   apart,  were  run 
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in  the  direction  of  the  channel,  as  pointed  ont  by  an  experienced  sonnd-pilot,  and 
croM-liues  from  shore  to  shore  were  run  where  it  was  considered  necessary  in  order  to 
dft^rinine  the  general  contour  of  the  bottom.  In  the  narrower  portions  only  one  or 
two  lines  were  run,  according  to  the  width.  The  tidal  observations  were  rather  nnsatis- 
frctory,  having  been  made  irregularly  at  different  anchorages  or  camps.  The  results 
given  are  the  means  of  the  few  days*  observations  taken  at  the  different  points. 

Bofuf  SoHwd. — Bogue  Sound  extends  from  Beaufort  Harbor  to  New  River  lulet.    For 
SO  miles  below  Morehead  City  the  sound  is  broad  hut  shallow.    Numerous  shoals  are 
dinrovered  whose posittona  are  said  to  be  constantly  shifting;  but  the  depth  of  the  best 
water  upon  them  has  not  perceptibly  altered  during  the  last  tbirty-five  years.    For  5f 
miles  below  Morehead  City  wharf  a' depth  of  8  feet  at  low  water  can  be  obtained;  for 
the  next  half  mile,  7i  feet.    It  then  shoals  up  considerably,  varying  in  depth  from  2  to 
Sfrfl,  to  beyond  Goose  Creek  Shoal — 20  miles  from  Morebead.    The  bottom  is  gene- 
lallj  bard  Hand.     A  short  distance  beyond  Goose  Creek  Shoal  the  mai-sbes  begin.    The 
vater-way  is  divided  into  numerous  sloughs  and  bays,  and  the  sound  becomes  a  marsh 
ioteniected  by  a  net- work  of  channels.    From  the  shoal  the  water  deepens  to  an  aver- 
se depth'of  (U  feet  to  the  marshes,  and  into  Burthen  Channel  for  a  distance  of  3^ 
miles.    Taking  the  mast  direct  route  to  Swansborougb,  we,  at  this  point,  leave  Burthen 
Channel,  which  enters  Bank  Channel,  and  take  a  slouch  50  yards  wide  and  1  mile  long, 
leading  into  Main  Channel.    Average  depth  in  slough,  2^  feet.    We  then  follow  Main 
Channel,  which  has  an  average  depth  of  6|  feet,  for  1|  miles,  to  Swansborougb.    The 
mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides  during  tbe  time  of  observations  was  3.2  feet.    It  was 
fco  stormy  to   make   an  examination  of  the    bar  at  Bogue   InJet   during  tbe  stay 
of  tbe  party  in  the  locality.    It  is  claimed  to  have  a  depth  of  6  feet  at  low-water 
•ver  it.     From  Bogue  Inlet  to  Cape  Fear  River  the  sand- banks— tbe  only  barrier 
between  the  sounds  and  the   ocean — become   much  lower  and  narrower.    In  times 
©f  liunns  the  wi^J'es  are  dashed  over  and  through  them  by  the  hurricanes,  the  sand 
is  carried  by  sea  and  wind  into  the  sounds,  deposits  are  made  at  tbe  meeting- points 
of  the  tides  from  the  numerous  inlets  with  which  tbe  coast  is  indented,  and  com- 
Booication  at  mean  tide  even  is  often  closed.    The  bars  and  shoals  become  tbe  bases 
of  Mlt-marshea,  and  their  accumulation,  which  is  progressive,  encroaches  upon  tbe 
ekunels,  and  year  bj'  year  they  are  becoming  closed.    From  Swansborougb,  following 
the  channel  to  the  west  of  Hoggin's  and  Dudley's  Islands,  a  depth  of  8  feet  can  bo 
obtained  aa  far  as  to  the  entrance  of  South  Cow  Channel,  the  only  entrance  at  low- 
vater  communicating  with  the  succeeding  sloughs  leading  to  New  River  Inlet.    An 
extensive  ahoal  bars  this  entrance,  save  a  very  narrow  passage  running  between 
its  northern  point  and  the  adjacent  marsh.     Tbrough   this  passage  and   for  three- 
foonhs  of  a  mile,  only  3  to  7  feet  is  found,  but  the  remainder  of  the  distance  to  Bear 
Inlet— 2|  miles— carries  a  depth  of  from  S  to  14  feet.    The  depth  of  water  over  the 
bar  at  Bear  Inlet  at  low-water  is  5  feet.    The  tide  rises  4  feet.    From  Bear  Inlet  the 
Btnk  Channel  is  wide  and  straight  for  a  distance  of  If  miles,  with  a  depth  of  between 
7  and  8  feet.    Here  the  communicating  slough  becomes  narrower  and  tortuous,  the 
islands  become  more  numerous,  and  the  depth  of  water  varying  at  nearly  every  cast 
fnm :!  to  8  feet  until  Brown's  Inlet  is  reached.    The  bottom  is  as  changeable  as  tbe 
^b,  being  either  hard  sand,  soft  sand,  mud,  or  oyster-rock.    There  is  no  channel 
over  tbe  bar  at  Brown's  Inlet.    The  shoals  within  have  changed  and  increased  a  great 
M  since  the  former  survey.    The  tide  rises  5|  feet  at  the  inlet,  but  this  rise  decreases 
rapidly  as  we  pass  into  the  creeks.    It  was  stated  by  an  old  fisherman  met  here,  that 
to  his  knowledge  the  banks  had  washed  back  ^lO  yards  in  the  past  twenty-five  years,  the 
dittance  being  determined  bv  some  trees  felled  by  his  father  which  had  never  been 
BMTed.    Also,  that  the  depth  of  the  water  in  the  creeks  had  decreased  some^feet  in  the  last  ten 
ywy.    He  remembered  a  storm  thai  had  s^cept  the  sea  over  the  banks,  and  inundated  not  only 
^wuarsheSf  but  aUo  the  main  land  and  for  some  distance  back.     The  banks  here  become 
extremMy  low  and  narrow,  the  distance  to  the  main-land  less,  and  the  continuous 
fkfl^b  so  intercepted  by  others  and  so  circuitous  and  narrow,  (at  places  barely  10  feet 
lA  vidth,)  that  the  finding  of  a  continuous  channel  is  a  difficult  task.    To  tbe  meeting- 
point  of  the  tides,  called  "  the  Crooks,"  2^  miles  from  Brown's  Inlet,  the  depth  varies 
fi^  2  to  5  feet.    From  the  sand-bar — bare  at  low-water — formed  here,  tbe  depth 
^es  from  zero  to  2  feet  to  nearly  tbe  northerly  point  of  New  River  Inlet.    Tbe  depth 
of  water  over  the  bar,  from  the  quicksand  formation,  varies  considerably  as  the  wind 
in^Tails  from  different  directions.    It  has  been  known  to  have  been  cut  out  to  a  depth 
^Ihhti  under  the  influence  of  a  northeast  storm,  but  to  return  in  a  few  days  to  its 
■ean  depth.    At  the  time  of  tbe  examination  an  extremely  low  tide,  3^  feet,  was 
^nd.    The  rise  and  fall  of  tbe  tide  at  the  inlet  was  1.8  feet.    From  New  River  Inlet  to 
fiff Swan's  Point — 2  miles — the  depth  varies  from  5  to  20  feet.    Bottom  hard  sand, 
lucksaod,  mud,  and  oyster-rock. 

Stump  Sound, — Entering  this  sound,  we  cross  Chadwick's  Bay,  li  miles  wide,  with  a 
<iH»th  of  from  1  to  3  feet.  From  here  an  intricate  slough,  having  a  depth  of  from  0.5  to 
3feet, leads  to  Alligator  Bay,  3^  miles  distant.  From  tbe  entrance  of  Alligator  Bay  to 
Sloop  Point  there  is  no  tide.    The  bottom  is  generally  soft  mud  interspersed  with  beds 
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of  oyster-rock.  As  the  site  of  what  was  Stamp  Inlet  is  neared,  some  deposits  of  hard 
sand  are  met  with — probably  the  remains  of  silt  carried  in  when  the  inlet  was  open. 
The  distance  across  Alligator  Bay  is  li  miles;  depth  of  water,  2  to  4  feet.  With  Alli- 
gator Bay,  the  proportion  of  water  to  marsh  becomes  greater  until  site  of  Stump  Inlet, 
y  miles  from  tbe  bay,  is  reached.  The  depth  varies  from  1  to  5  feet;  average  about  2 
feet.    Stump  Inlet  is  entirely  closed  and  banked. 

Topsail  Sound. — To  Sloop  Point,  li  miles,  the  depth  varies  from  1  to  6  feet.  From 
Sloop  Point  the  communication  south  is  by  the  Bank  Channel.  The  marsh  islands 
again  become  larger  and  the  waters  more  concentrated.  Four  and  a  half  miles  from 
Sloop  Point  is  New  Topsail  Inlet,  and  7^  miles  Old  Topsail  Inlet.  The  depth  of  water 
to  tbem  varies  from  5  to  12  feet.  New  Topsail  Inlet  has  the  greatest  depth  of  water  on 
the  bar  of  any  examined,  having  8  feet.  The  rise  of  tide  is  2.9  feet.  Old  Topsail  Inlet 
is  entirely  closed.  From  Old  Topsail  to  Rich  Inlet,  3f  miles,  an  average  depth  of  6  feet 
can  be  obtained.  Tbe  inner  shoals  at  Rich  Inlet  have  increased  greatly  since  the  last 
survey.  The  depth  of  water  over  the  bar  is  2i  feet ;  rise  of  tide,  3  feet.  Five  and  one- 
half  miles  below  Rich  Inlet,  a  new  inlel,  called  Queen  Inlet,  washed  in  seven  years  a^o. 
It  has  1^  feet  of  .water  on  the  bar.  The  depth  attainable  from  Rich  to  Queen  Inlet 
averages  3  feet. 

Middle  Sounds—From  Queen  to  Barren  Inlet,  If  miles,  the  depth  averages  9  feet. 
Four  years  ago  the  banks  to  the  south  of  Barren  Inlet  were  broken  throngh,  and  a  new 
inlet  made.  This  later  opening  has  been  called  Sandy  Inlet.  It  has  1  foot  of  water  on 
the  bar,  but  is  said  to  be  fast  tilling  up.  The  depth  over  the  bar  at  the  old  opening  is 
4  feet ;  the  rise  of  tide  is  3  feet.  From  Barren  Inlet  to  Masonborough  Inlet  is  3|  miles. 
The  average  depth  for  the  first  2^  miles  is  5^  feet,  and  for  tbe  remainder  of  the  distance, 
from  8^  to  13  feet.     The  bottoms  in  aU  the  Bank  Channels  are  hard  sand. 

Masonborough  Sound.— The  depth,  8^  to  13  feet, continues  for  1^  miles  beyond  Mason- 
borough  Inlet,  and  then  gradually  decreases  to  1  foot  at  the  mouth  of  Hewlet's  Creek, 
distant  3f  miles  from  the  inlet,  the  point  selected  as  the  commencement  of  the  land-line 
across  to  Cape  Fear  River.  The  depth  of  water  over  Masonborough  Bar  is  4^  feet ;  the 
rise  of  tide  is  3^  feet.  The  shoals  within  are  continually  shifting.  It  is  said  by  old 
residents  that  the  ocean  l>€aoh  has  UHiehed  back  one-eighth  of  a  mile  during  the  last  twenty 
years. 

HewleVs  Creek  to  Cape  Fear  River. — From  its  mouth  Hewlet's  Creek  is  followed  for  a 
distance  of  If  mile«.  Leaving  the  creek  here,  the  line  takes  nearly  a  due  west  course 
across  the  sand-ridge  for  a  distance  of  3f  miles  to  Greenfield  Creek.  Greenfield  Creek 
is  then  followed  to  its  mouth,  a  distance  of  1^  miles.  The  mouth  of  the  creek  is  five- 
eighths  of  a  mile  below  Wilmington.  The  intermediate  country  is  a  sand  formation ; 
its  growth,  Pinus  palustri^  with  some  little  oak  and  cypress.  The  highest  point 
traversed  was  68  feet  above  low- water,  in  Hewlet^s  Creek.  Diiierence  of  levels  of  low- 
water  in  Hewlet's  and  Greenfield  Creeks,  0.02  foot. 

Generally,  in  addition  to  the  continuous  channel-line,  examinations  of  the  various 
creeks  leading  to  the  main-land  were  made,  and  showed  that  most  of  them  became 
bare  at  low  water  at  short  distances  from  the  main  channels.  The  inlets  are  said  to 
frequently  change  their  positions  from  north  to  south,  and  vice  versaj  as  acted  upon  by 
difiereut  winds.  Winds  from  the  north  and  east  have  the  most  inflaence.  The  height 
of  the  tides  in  the  creeks  varies  with  the  wind.  The  numerous  sloughs  by  their  meet- 
ings make  extensive  deposits.  At  several  points  the  tide  was  noticed  running  in  four 
difterent  directions — where  the  last  of  the  ebb  from  three  of  the  sloughs  met  the  young 
flood  from  a  fourth,  at  the  point  where  the  three  met  to  form  the  fourth.  Wherever 
the  action  of  the  tide  was  felt  to  any  extent,  sand  was  found  on  the  bottom,  and  gen- 
erally changed  to  mud  at  points  where  good  reasons  could  be  found  for  its  cessation  of 
transpoitation  and  deposit.  The  banks  are  a  system  of  hills  and  hollows  made  by  the 
winds  from  the  ocean.  The  party  were  made  aware  of  this  influence  by  the  piles  of 
sand  heaped  up  on  the  windward  side  of  the  fishermen's  huts,  and  being  covered  with 
sand  in  the  morning  when  they  had  slept  on  these  hills. 

The  following  table  gives  the  intermediate  and  total  distances  from 
^Norfolk  to  Wilmington,  togethei  with  depths  of  water  and  remarks  on 
the  navigation : 
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TdbU  of  distances  Ifetween  Norfolk,  Va,,  and  Wilmington^  N,  C,  via  the  sounds  of  Norik 

Carolina. 


Points. 

11 

5- 

Dranght 

Remarks. 

Norfolk,  Yft 

MOM. 

MOet. 

Albemarle  and  Chesapeake 

12* 

8* 
18 
12* 

.? 

15 

12* 
62 
39i 

*? 

n 

31 
5 
1 
31 

18* 

91 

39 

51* 

57 
69 

84 

96* 
15^* 
I97J 

^ 

236 

244} 

261* 

270* 

273* 

277* 

282* 

284* 

8|feet :.. 

By  way  of  Elizabeth  River,  improved  by 

dredging  and  dikes,  would  complete  the 
impi-ovement  to  North  River. 

CanaL 

Xorth  Landing  River 

Carrltuok  Sound 

CNW.  wind,  6|; 
iSE.  wind,  7*  feet. 

9feot 

^NW.  wind,  6.3; 
I  SE.  wind,  7  feet 

7  to  9  feet 

10  feet  

North  Carolina  Canal 

North  River 

Albemarle  Soand 

Bar  at  mouth  7.6  to  8  feet. 

Croatan  Light 

10  feet  

Croatan  Channel  opens  Pamplico  Sound 
and  tributaries. 

Roanoke  Marsh 

8feet 

Uarbor  Island 

MoreheadCity 

4  to  30  feet 

2tol3feet 

3tol4feet 

2to8feet 

*+0.7to5feet .. 
0.5  to  2  feet 

5  to  12  feet 

5  to  12  feet 

6  to  7  feet 

3  to  4  feet 

8  to  10  feet 

5  to  13  feet 

1  to  13  feet 

*+6dfeet 

12  feet  

After  leaving  Morehead  City  the  navi- 
gation is  rapimy  reduced  to  3  feet; 

passable  by  canoe. 

Swansborongh 

Bear  Inlet 

Brown's  Inlet...... 

New  River  Inlet 

Stamp  Inlet 

New  Topsail  Inlet 

Old  Topsail  Inlet 

Rich  Inlet 

Oaeen  Inlet 

Barren  Inlet 

Masonborongh  Irlet  -  r ,  - . . . , 

Mouth  of  Hewlet's  Creek .... 
Mouth  of  Greenfield  Creek  .. 
Wilmington, NO 

31  1  291i 
6i     2974 
01      2fi^fc 

Across  the  neck  to  Wilmington. 

1          " 

*  The  sign  -f  here  denotes  the  height  above  tide. 

Of  the  maps  accompanying  this  report,  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9  give  the 
results  of  the  examination  of  this  coastline. 


ESTIMATE  OF  THE  COST  OF  DREDGING  A  CHANNEL  THROUGH  THE 
SOUNDS  ALONG  THE  COAST  FROM  HARBOR  ISLAND  BAR,  AT  THE 
HEAD  OF  CORE  SOUND,  TO  A  POINT  OPPOSITE  WILMINGTON,  N.  O., 
AND  OF  CUTTING  A  CANAL  THROUGH  THE  NECK  OP  LAND  WHICH 
SEPARATES  WILMINGTON  FROM  MASONBOROUGH  SOUND. 

An  estimate  of  a  dike  for  protecting  the  channel  throngh  Bogae 
Sound  is  included.  I  propose  to  dispose  of  the  bulk  of  the  excavation 
so  as  to  form  an  embankment  against  the  inroads  of  the  sea.  The  neck 
of  land  separating  Masonborough  Sound  from  the  Gape  Fear  Biver  is  6^ 
miles  (nearly)  in  width,  and  the  highest  point  of  the  ridge  is  68  feet 
above  tide.  A  tide-lock  will  be  necessary  at  the  Cape  Fear  outlet  of 
the  canal. 

The  diflaculties  of  the  route  have  been  fully  stated.  It  cannot  be 
recommended  until  its  permanency  is  assured  after  a  more  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  growth  of  the  deposits  and  the  changes  of  the  coast- 
line. 

The  following  estimate  is  based  on  the  dimensions  of  the  Albemarle 
and  Chesapeake  Canal,  and  is  approximately  correct: 
26  E 
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ExoavaHon.-- Channel  40  feet  wide  at  bottom,  8  feet  deep  ;  eidealopee,  2  to  1. 

Core  Sound,  157,368  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents ,      $47,210  00 

Bogue  Sound,  731,540  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents 219,462  00 

•Dike  in  Bogue  Sound,  137,940  Unear  feet,  at  J2.50 344,850  00 

Excavation. — Channel  40  feet  wide  at  hottom,  8  feet  deep;  aide  slopes,  2  to  1. 

Swansborough  to  New  River,  2,  051,456  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents 615, 436  80 

New  River  to  HewleVs  Creek,  4,364,800  cubic  yards,  at  30  cenfcs 1, 309, 440  00 

Hewlefs  Creek  to  Cape  Fear  Biver,  (Canal,)    Berm,  ifeet;  elope  above 

berm,  1  to  2. 

Above  low- water,  2,695,447  cubic  yards,  at  20  cents 539, 039  40 

Below  low- water,  525,653  cubic  yards,  at  35  cents 18:3, 978  55 

Tide-lock 80,000  00 

Clearing  six  miles  200  feet- wide,  at  $250  per  mile 1, 500  00 

Fascines  six  miles,  at  30  cents  per  linear  foot 9,504  00 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 335,047  07 

Total 3,685,517  82 

DETAILS  OF  THE  SURVEY  OF  THE  KEARNEY  LINE. 

This  line  was  surveyed  with  the  object  of  finding  a  practicable  inland 
route  for  a  canal  between  the  navigable  waters  of  the  ^Nense  and  the 
northeast  branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  Rivers.  Its  average  distance  from 
the  coast  is  abont  30  miles.  The  length  of  the  line  surveyed  was  69.57 
miles,  but  the  actual  length  of  a  summit  canal  will  be  56^  miles,  and  the 
length  of  a  canal  at  tide-level  (which  would  follow  down  the  southwest 
branch  of  the  New  Eiver  across  the  river  itself,  and  thence  up  the  north- 
east branch,  in  all  10  miles)  would  be  about  57^  miles. 

The  description  of  the  line  will  follow  the  course  of  the  survey,  which 
began  near  Bannerman's  Bridge,  on  the  northeast  branch  of  the  Gape 
Fear  Eiver,  and  terminated  on  Slocum's  Greek,  about  4  miles  from  the 
Neuse  River.  This  distance  is  naturally  divided  by  the  valleys  of  New 
and  White  Oak  Rivers  into  three  sections. 

First  section. — From  Bannerman's  to  New  River.  The  greatest  eleva- 
tion of  the  line  is  reached  in  this  section.  It  is  about  200  feet  wide,  and 
is,  as  usual,  in  the  center  of  a  pocosin.  It  is  54  feet  above  tide,  and  17^ 
miles  from  the  initial  point.  The  ground  on  each  side  for  several  thousand 
feet  is  from  40  to  60  feet  above  tide.  Holly  Shelter  Greek,  which  the 
line  crosses  near  the  northeast  branch  of  Gape  Fear  River,  is  120  feet 
wide.  The  valley  of  New  River  at  the  point  of  crossing  is  about  1,500 
feet  wide,  and  12  to  13  feet  above  tide.  New  River,  at  the  end  of  this 
section,  is  500  feet  wide.  The  length  of  this  section  is  27  miles  on  the 
line  of  the  survey. 

Second  section. — From  New  to  White  Oak  River  the  distance  is  10.23 
miles.  Two  small  intersecting  streams,  Little  Northeast  River  and 
Grant's  Creek,  are  larger  than  any  of  the  streams  which  cross  the  first 
section.  In  this  section  the  greatest  elevation  ranges  from  40  to  44  feet 
above  tide.  The  valley  of  the  White  Oak  is  on  tide-level,  and  is  about 
700  feet  wide  at  the  crossing.    The  width  of  the  river  is  60  feet. 

Third  section. — ^The  third  and  last  section  is  from  White  Oak  River  to 
Slocum's  Greek.  This  might  be  called  the  lake  section,  as  it  formerly 
had  five  lakes  near  the  eastern  end.  The  largest  of  these  lakes  is  called 
the  Northwest  or  Big  Lake.  Its  area  (by  the  Kearney  survey)  is  about 
4.6  square  miles,  or  rather  more  than  one-fifth  the  area  of  Lake  Drum- 
mond.    It  is  from  6  to  8  feet  deep,  and  was  39  feet  above  tide  in  Sep- 
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tember,  1875.  It  can  possibly  be  made  to  supply  half  of  the  summit- 
level.  Lake  Ellis  has  been  drained  since  Kearney's  survey.  Of  the 
other  lakes  nothing  is  particularly  known  except  that  they  have  been 
partially  drained.  The  high  ground  in  this  section  is  from  27  to  45  feet 
above  tide,  descends  to  25  feet  at  1,000  feet  from  Slocum's  Creek,  which 
affords  a  good  channel  10  feet  in  depth  to  Neuse  Eiver.  This  section  is 
20.93  miles  long. 

To  this  general  description  I  subjoin  the  following  detailed  account 
from  Mr.  Michler's  report  : 

The  starting-point  of  tbe  Kearney  survey  was  at  what  was  known  in  1837  as  Muster 
Landing,  on  the  Northeast  Cape  Fear  River,  47  miles  above  Wilmington^  N.  C.  The  lo- 
cality is  now  known  as  Bannerman's.  A  depth  of  11  feet  at  low-water  can  be  carried  up 
the  river  from  Wilmington  to  the  drawbridge  at  this  place.  In  running  the  line  to  be 
described,  the  line  run  by  Colonel  Kearney,  as  obtained  from  his  map  and  inquiry  along 
the  route,  was  followed  as  closely  as  practicable.  There  being  no  indications  of  his 
exact  starting-point,  the  present  line  was  commenced  at  a  point  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  a  few  feet  above  the  bridge  and  about  126  yards  below  the  mouth  of  Holly  Shelter 
Creek.  The  width  of  the  river  here  is  175  feet.  The  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  as  estab- 
lished from  extended  observations  by  private  parties  who  have  made  some  surveys  in  the 
locality,  is  26  inches.  There  was  a  freshet-rise  in  the  river  of  1^  feet  above  high- water, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  during  the  stay  at  the  river  to  establish  a  low-water  mark. 
The  levels  were  started  from  a  bench  pointed  out  by  one  of  the  engineers  who  had  es- 
tablished it  as  being  5  feet  above  low-water.  From  a  point  li  miles  above  its  mouth 
the  general  course  of  Holly  Shelter  Creek  through  its  windings  is  south.  At  this 
point  it  makes  a  bend,  and  from  Player's  to  the  bend  the  course  is  west.  Starting 
at  the  station  on  the  south  side  of  the  Northeast  Cape  Fear  River,  near  the  bridge, 
the  line  was  traced  through  the  lower  edge  of  Holly  Shelter  Swamp— having  on 
the  lines  an  elevation  above  tide-level  of  but  1  or  2  feet — for  a  distance  of  If 
miles,  to  Player's.  The  swamp  is  of  heavy  growth  of  cypress,  gum,  maple,  and  ash, 
with  much  water.  Cypress  knees  are  numerous.  The  first  high  ground  is  met  with 
at  Player's,  and  a  cross-line  of  levels  to  the  creek— 700  feet  distant — shows  that 
the  elevation  found  is  continuous  to  the  perpendicular  bluff  rising  from  the  creek. 
On  the  north  side  of  the  creek  the  swamp  is  some  5  feet  lower  than  on  the  south  side. 
From  Player's  the  line  follows  the  direction  of  the  creek  on  the  south  side,  passing 
smaU  cultivated  patches  and  extensive  tracts  of  Pinua  paluatriSj  across  Shaking  Creek, 
to  a  point  nearly  due  west  of  Little  Lake,  an  expansion  of  Holly  Shelter  Creek.  From 
this  point  a  cross-line  of  levels  was  run  to  the  Junction  of  Angola  and  Holly  Shelter 
Creeks,  and  the  elevation  found  to  decrease.  Continuing  from  the  point  mentioned 
the  line  runs  through  a  swamp  of  gum,  cypress,  and  black  oak,  toward  and  across 
Little  Lake.  Midway  between  these  two  points  a  cross-line  was  run  to  the  south,  and 
the  swamp-land  found  to  increase  gradually  in  elevation.  Little  Lake  at  the  point 
of  crossing  is  120  feet  in  width  and  10  feet  in  depth.  Leaving  Holly  Shelter  the  line 
passes  through  a  countrv  alternating  between  swamp-land  and  long-leaved  pine  fields 
across  Watery  and  Poplar  branches  and  several  unimportant  little  streams,  until  it 
reaches  a  point  a  little  distant  from  Sandy  Run,  a  tributary  of  Holly  Shelter  Creek. 
Its  direction  is  then  along  the  north  side  of  Sandy  Run  to  the  Cow  Ford.  In  order  to 
straighten  out  the  line  Kearney's  line  was  left  here  and  the  ford  crossed.  The  width 
of  the  run  here  is  50  feet.  It  is  very  sluggish,  and  has  a  depth  of  only  1|  feet.  Follow- 
ing the  edge  of  the  swamp  on  the  south  side  of  Sandy  Run  for  2  miles  we  recross  it  a 
short  distance  beyond  John  Padgett's  place,  and  enter  Sandy  Run  Pocosin,  the  source  of 
the  tributaries  of  the  Cape  Fear  on  the  one  hand  and  of  New  River  on  the  other.  The 
course  through  the  pocosin  leads  to  the  head  of  Hawe's  Run.  Wherever  it  was  assured, 
from  the  topography  of  the  country  and  from  inquiry,  that  the  present  line  was  identi- 
cal with  that  of  Colonel  Kearney,  they  were  found  to  agree  as  to  distance  and  levels. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  consider  his  map  and  profile  from  the  east  side  of  the 
pocosin  to  Ward's  Landing  correct,  and  to  foUow  the  course  of  Hawe's  Run  in  search  of 
lower  ground.  This  attempt  was  successful.  This  distance  by  both  routes  is  about  the 
same.  Hawe's  Run  was  followed  to  the  southwest  branch  of  New  River.  At  the  south- 
west bridge — near  Cox's  plantation — the  elevation  of  the  southwest  branch  above  low- 
water  in  the  Northeast  Cape  Fear  at  Bannerman's  was  found  to  be  2.7  feet.  The  eleva- 
tion of  the  branch  at  the  same  point  above  low-water  at  New  River  Inlet  has  been 
fonnd  by  previous  surveys  to  be  3  feet.  The  line  continues  along  the  southwest  branch 
to  a  point  opposite  Ward's  Landing.  Number  of  miles  run  in  this  section,  including 
cross-levels,  29  miles  and  500  yards ;  cxxclusive  of  cross-lines,  27  miles.  The  highest 
point  reached  on  the  line  above  low-water  at  Bannerman's  bridge  was  51|  feet.  But 
little  cultivated  ground  is  met  with  on  the  route.  The  few  settlers  claim  that  the  soU 
is  good^  but  that  there  is  no  way  to  carry  the  produce  to  market,  were  there  any 
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Their  attention  is  almost  wholly  given  to  gathering  turpentine.  Oatside  the  swamps, 
the  soil  is  sand  and  clay.  The  swamps  are  covered  witn  dead  trees,  hark,  leaves,  and 
moss.  From  Ward's  Landing,  the  line  coincides  with  the  navigable  waters  of  New 
River  and  its  branches — the  southwest  and  notheast— for  a  distance  of  10  miles  and 
616  yards,  to  Ball's  Landing.  From  one  of  Colonel  Kearney's  witness-trees  found  at 
Ball's  Landing,  the  line  was  traced  through  the  Ethridge  place,  past  Ball's  and  Lip- 
sey's,  and  through  a  dense  woods,  to  and  across  Little  Northeast  River.  Little  North- 
east is  here  60  feet  wide  and  4^  feet  deep.  Continuing,  the  line  follows  the  north  side 
of  Horse-Swamp  Creek— tributary  to  the  northeast  branch — to  its  head,  and 'then  strikes 
Grant  Creek,  wliich  it  follows  on  the  north  side,  crossing  Little  Grant  Creek  and  going 
through  Aman's  plantation  to  a  Kearney  witness-tree  at  Lee's  Landing,  on  White  Oak. 
River.  Length  of  transit  line,  10  miles  and  179  yards.  Highest  point  reached,  43  feet 
above  low-water  in  Northeast  branch  of  New  River.  Elevation  of  White  Oak  River 
above  Northeast  branch,  0.03  foot.  Width  of  White  Oak  River  at  Lee's  Landing,  200 
feet ;  depth,  10  feet :  rise  of  tide,  18  inches.  The  section  between  New  River  and  White 
Oak  River  has  but  little  variation  in  elevation.  The  formation  is  yeUow  clay,  with 
a  covering  of  sand  varying  from  1  to  6  feet  in  thickness.  The  character  of  the  pine 
changes  to  old-field  pine  and  more  oak  and  maple  is  found.  It  is  marked  by  no  exten- 
sive pocosins,  the  swamps  being  confined  to  the  borders  of  the  creeks.  The  country 
along  the  route  is  more  thickly  settled  and  there  are  some  fin^  large  plantations.  Cot- 
ton is  the  principal  product.  Utilizing  the  navigable  waters  of  the  White  Oak,  the  line 
proceeds  up  stream  a  distance  of  1  mile,  to  Haywood's  Laud^g.  From  Colonel  Kear- 
ney's starting-point  found  here,  the  line  passed  through  the  Joues  plantation  to  Gillett's 
old  place.  From  Gillett's  it  was  traced  through  thick  woods  of  gum,. oak,  maple,  and 
juniper  to  G.  Jones  and  Scott's,  where  it  nears  Hunter's  Creek.  The  line  then  follows 
tbe  north  side  of  Hunter's  Creek  into  and  through  Wild  Cat  Pocosin — a  dark,  wild, 
desolate,  unfrequented  region — to  Big  Lake ;  this  Take  has  a  surface  area  of  about  4i 
square  miles,  and  an  elevation  above  low- water  in  White  Oak  River  of  39.^)5  feet. 
Crossing  the  southern  portion  of  the  lake  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ridge  lying  between, 
the  line  enters  what  is  now  Lake  Ellis  Bottom.  At  the  time  of  the  former  survey  and 
up  to  I860,  there  was  about  3  feet  of  water  in  the  lake.  In  1860  it  was  drained  off  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  rice-field  of  the  bottom.  It  is  now  nothing  but  a  marsh. 
Crossing  the  bottom,  the  line  follows  the  direction  of  Spaight's  drain-canal  through  the 
Donall  plantation  and  Havelock  Railroad  Station  to  Rye  Landing,  on  Slocum  Creek,  4 
miles  from  its  Junction  with  Neuse  River,  17  miles  below  New  Berne.  The  line  then 
coincides  with  the  navigable  waters  of  Slocum  Creek,  a  fine  broad  stream,  to  the  Neuse 
River.  The  length  of  the  line  from  Haywood's  Landing  to  Rye  Landing  is  20  miles  and 
1,632  yards.  The  elevation  of  Slocum  Creek  above  low-water  in  White  Oak  Ri  ver  is  0.12 
foot.  The  highest  point  reached  was  44  feet  above  low-water  in  White  Oak  River.  This 
elevation  was  found  on  a  pine  ridge  running  up  through  the  pocosin,  which  was  followed 
to  save  cutting.  The  ridge  averages  800  feet  in  width.  Colonel  Kearney  gives  his  high- 
est elevation  as,  corresponding  with  the  elevation  of  the  lake,  38  feet.  The  difierenoe  in 
the  two  elevations  of  the  lake  can  be  easily  accounted  for  by  the  fiskct  that  the  lake- 
surface  varies  with  the  wet  and  dry  seasons,  but,  as  he  followed  the  ridge  just  men- 
tioned, he  must  have  intended  this  elevation  of  38  feet  to  express  the  elevation  of  the 
pocosin  near  the  ridge,  which  is  lower.  From  Jones's  plantation  to  the  east  side  of 
Lake  Ellis  there  are  but  two  houses,  with  small  cultivated  patches. 

The  section  through  which  the  line  passes  is  thickly  wooded,  old-field  pines  predom- 
inating. The  soil  is  sand  and  clay,  save  in  the  pocosin.  The  total  length  of  the  line 
gone  over  by  the  party,  including  cross-lines  and  navigable  waters,  was  72  miles  and 
830  yards.    Exclusive  of  these,  ^  miles  and  1,671  yards. 

I  have  now  to  submit  two  approximate  estimates  for  a  canal  between 
the  northeast  branch  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Slocnm's  Creek,  which 
empties  in  Keuse  Eiver.  The  first  estimate  is  for  a  through-cut  without 
lift-locks  fed  at  the  level  of  ordinary  low-water  in  the  two  rivers.  The 
second  estimate  is  for  a  canal,  with  summit-level  and  lift-locks  to  be  fed 
by  Big  Lake,  and  a  steam  pumping-engine  to  be  placed  on  Kew  Biver. 

Approadmate  estimate  of  the  through-cut — Two  tide-locks  will  be  re- 
quired to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  high-water  at  the  two  extremities 
of  the  canal.  The  relation  of  the  tides  and  floods  of  the  principal  riv- 
ers seems  to  render  two  locks  necessary.  The  facts  are  as  follows :  Tak- 
ing the  low- water  of  the  Cape  Fear  as  a  reference,  the  high-water  would 
be  2.2,  the  land-flood  7.2.  In  the  southwest  branch  of  the  Kew  Kiver, 
in  the  river  itself,-  and  in  the  northeast  branch  of  the  same  the  low-water 
is  2.7,  high-water  not  known.    In  White  Oak  River  low  tide  is  2.73,  high 
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idel23,  floods  not  known.    In  Slocam's  Creek  low- water  is  2.85,  prob- 
kble  high-water  5  feet. 

Id  providing  for  the  reception  of  intersecting  streams  into  the  canal 
I  will  be  necessary  to  discriminate  between  those  which  bear  sediment 
ind  those  whose  waters  are  limpid.  The  following  tabulated  estimate 
if  this  work,  which  covers  all  the  streams  which  seemed  to  require  spe- 
nl  treatment,  is  believed  to  be  approximately  correct,  and  will  serye 
18  a  guide  in  making  a  more  thorough  examination  for  the  final  esti- 
Bite.  In  it  will  be  found  the  name  of  each  river,  creek,  or  branch 
■ossed  by  the  proposed  canal,  also  its  width,  height  above  low  tide, 
|vhich  is  8  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  canal,)  the  method  of  treatment 
rfeacb,  and  remarks.  All  the  streams  along  the  route  are  small, 
ivampy,  and  slnggish,  and  may,  with  a  suitable  revetment  of  the  bank, 
be  received  into  the  canal  without  injury. 

Eitiamtf  ^f  coat  of  oonstntdwn  of  tporka  for  draining  the  streams  crossed  hy  the  tide-water 
canal  from  Xeuse  to  Cape  Fear  Hirer  into  the  canal. 


I 
StTwiin. 

1 

1 
a 

Elevation  of  aur- 
faco  above  low- 
water  in  Cape 
Fear  Klvcr,  in 
feet. 

Mode  of  treatment. 

Coat. 

Remarks. 

BdrSMltr 

lao 

10 
120 
65 
10 
10 
30 
40 
90 
50 
70 
90 
25 
25 
20 
15 
15 
90 
90 
95 
95 
30 
50 
00 
30 
50 
90 
30 
25 
40 
40 
40 
50 

10.0 

a5 
lao 

1.5 
0.5 

as 

1.0 

S.0 

1.0 

9.5 

4.0 

1.5 

9.0 

2.0 

1.0 

1.5 

1.5 

2.0 

2.75 

2L0 

9.0 

1.5 

4.0 

4.5 

2.0 

3.0 

1.0 

1.5 

1.0 

1.0 

1.0 

ao 
ao 

fi.0 
16.0 
13.0 
21.5 
96.0 
27.5 
28.5 
29.25 
29.25 
33.0 
40.0 
39.0 

3ao 

36.75 

35.0 

33.0 

29.5 

29.95 

28.75 

2ao 

27.75 

25.0 

93.0 

&0 
27.0 
12.0 
91.0 

9.0 
14.5 
93.0 
94.5 
94.5 
94.0 

Weir 

16,000 
575 

15.000 
9,000 
153 
153 
365 
877 
327 
963 

22,000 
322 
971 
935 
281 
240 
250 
965 
422 
337 
337 
243 
888 
8,000 
635 
404 
366 
660 
270 
375 
380 
1.492 
1.604 

10,800 

Brick  masonry. 

Wrk        ...:„:„ 

Drain-nioe      

?*»^U%«                 .   ... 

wSir...^!.....::::: 

Brick  masonry. 
Do. 

....do 

^S!^^""^ 

Drain  •DIDO          . .  . 

So 

...do 

^BhrBnocb 

....do    

IgGnCraek 

....do 

Rrfc 

..do 

fiMArKn , 

...do 

Do":.::;;:.:.::::: 

Weir  and  reservoir. . 
Drain-nine  ......... 

Brick  masonry. 

ftnv'iRim 

Do 

...do    

Do 

....do 

ta»cb!.::::::::  :::::. 

,     .do    

Do 

do    

ImiRim 

....do 

Do 

do         

Do 

.do 

Do 

....do 

Do 

...  do  

Do 

.do    

lHlkv«it  Bnaeh 

....do 

UdtXorUMMt 

Weir 

Brick  masonry. 

iBMh 

Drain-pipe 

l«kGiiat 

....do 

feaeh 

....do 

Do 

..do   

Do 

1 do 

Do 

L...do 

.do     ............. 

Vvd'aBniich ..      . 

Smv  Creek 

....do 

«*r»Cr«ek 

....do 

Ibfs 

i 

ToUloost 

87,000 

1 

The  following  estimate  includes  the  total  amount  of  the  above  table. 
It  gives  the  total  cost  of  the  through-cut  made  with  the  same  dimen- 
noQs  as  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  viz,  40  feet  wide  at  the 
bottom,  slopes  of  two  to  one  below  water  and  one  to  two  above,  with  a 
teme  4  feet  wide  between,  protected  by  fasciues.  The  depth  is  8  feet, 
tttt  locks  220  by  40  feet  in  chamber. 
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Approximate  estimate  qfa  through-cui  between  the  Xeuee  and  Cape  Fear  Bw0r8, 

Excavation  channel  40  feet  wide  at  bottom ;  depth,  8  feet ;  side-slopes 
of  water- way,  2.1 ;  berme,  4  feet ;  side-elopes  above  berme,  1.2.    Above 

low-water  25,749,433  cabio  yards,  at  20  cents $5,149,886  60 

Below  low-water  4,072,338  onbio  yards,  at  35  cents 1,425,318  30 

Clearing  46i  miles,  200  feet  wide,  at  1250  per  mile 11,625  00 

Fascines  46  j  miles,  at  30  cents  per  linear  foot 73,629  00 

Culverts  and  drains 87,000  00 

Two  tide-locks 200,000  00 

Contingencies 694,745  89 

Total  cost 7,642,204  79 

Ustiinate  of  a  canal  with  a  summit-level  and  six  lockSyfar  snaking  a  con 
nection  between  the  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear  Riven. 

The  following  table  gives  the  lift  of  the  locks,  the  height  above  low 
water  in  the  Gape  Fear,  and  length  of  each  of  the  levels  of  the  canal. 
Six  locks  will  be  required : 


No.  of 
level. 

If 

II 

Length  of  level. 

Lift  of  rock  to 
next  level 

Kemarlu. 

Miles. 

Feet 

1 

3 

4 
5 
6 

Feet 
0 
14 
%\ 
32 
24 
13 

i" 

6 

3,939 
282 
1,920 
3,180 
2,859 
2i20 

14  feet,  up 

9feet,np 

9feet,np 

8  feet,  down . . . 
12  feet,  down.. 

Level  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

Summit-leTel. 

Level  of  Slocum's  Creek. 

' 

Total 

56i 

The  summit  is  32  feet  above  tide  and  44  miles  long.  The  entire 
length  of  the  canal  is  56^  miles. 

Three  aqueducts  will  be  required  on  Holly  Shelter  Creek,  New  River, 
and  White  Oak  River.  The  estimates  are  based  on  designs  similar  in 
construction  to  the  aqueduct  over  the  Potomac  River  at  Georgetown. 

Water-supply. — In  estimating  for  the  water-supply  I  have  assumed 
the  necessity  of  employing  a  steam-pumping-engine  to  be  located  on 
New  River. 

The  draining  of  the  lakes  and  the  rapid  growth  of  vegetation  make 
the  supply  from  these  sources  uncertain,  and  until  further  examination 
of  Big  Lake  I  shall  not  be  able  to  state  to  what  extent  its  waters  will 
be  available.  The  capacity  and  certainty  of  steam-pumping  machineiy 
are  well  known.  The  great  cities  of  Chicago,  Saint  Louis,  Cincinnati, 
Louisville,  and  many  others  of  equal  importance,  depend  on  this  kind  of 
macbinery  for  the  supply  of  water.  The  employment  of  steam-pumps 
as  a  means  of  supplying  canals  has  already  been  successfully  tried  on 
the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

The  machinery  for  this  canal  was  erected  at  Chesapeake  City,  as  I  am 
informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  company,  in  1853,  and  has  been  in  ac- 
tive and  successful  operation  ever  since.  It  consists  of  a  wheel  40  feet 
in  diameter,  10  feet  face,  turned  by  two  powerful  steam-engines,  36-inch 
cylinder  and  7  feet  stroke,  working  two  pinions  on  opposite  sides  of  the 
circumference  of  the  water-wheeL  The  water  enters  at  the  circumfer- 
ence and  passes  on,  as  the  wheel  revolves,  to  the  journals,  from  thence 
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to  the  canal-surface  by  a  wide  sluice-way.    The  water  is  raised  20  feet, 
or  167  toDS  per  minute=:360,000  tons  per  hour, 

During  the  ten  years  just  past  the  cost  has  been  as  follows,  for  11,986 
tons  of  coal,  (Cumberland,)  $73,457.89. 

Wages  of  engineers  and  men $50, 741  32 

Chandlery  and  supplies 7, 593  23 

Repairs  and  renewals 27, 176  70 

During  the  years  1874  and  1875, 2,250,000  gallons  were  raised  20  feet 
high  every  hour,  at  the  expense  of  426  pounds  of  coal  for  every  1,000,000 
gallons,  and  the  average  cost  of  raising  1,000,000  gallons  20  feet  high 
was  $2.19. 

Assuming  a  trade  500  per  cent  greater  than  that  which  now  passes 
through  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  the  amount  of  water 
required  for  lockage,  filtration,  evaporation,  and  leakage,  will  be  as  fol- 
lows: 


IfOckage  50  prisms  a  day 

Filtration,  evaporation,  and  leakage 

Total  quantity  of  water  required . 


For  one  day. 


OuMe/eet. 
6,160,000 
12,630,400 


18,990.400 


For  one  year. 


Oubie/eet. 

S,  248, 400. 000 
4, 683, 096, 000 


6,931.496.000 


The  cost  of  the  engine  to  supply  this  amount,  exclusive  of  foundations 
and  pump-house,  will  be  $210,000. 

The  probable  amount  which  may  be  supplied  by  Big  Lake  can  be 
determined  by  a  comparison  with  Lake  Drummond  and  the  quantity 
which  it  furnishes  to  the  Dismal  ISwamp  Canal.  With  data  which 
include  filtration,  evaporation,  and  leakage,  it  may  be  inferred  that  Big 
Lake  will  supply  2,700,000  cubic  feet  per  day.  This  would  reduce  the 
cost  of  the  pump  $55,000. 

The  objection  to  this  method  of  filling  the  canal  consists  in  the  great 
cost  of  maintaining  an  engine  of  such  unusual  power.  The  entire 
height  which  the  water  will  have  to  be  lifted,  after  adding  8  feet  to 
make  good  the  contingencies  of  frictional  resistance  through  pipes  and 
pump,  is  40  feet.  This  will  require  an  engine  of  999  horse-power — 
say  1,000.  Such  an  engine  will  consume  84,000  pounds  of  coal  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  or  15,330  tons  per  annum.  Estimating  this  at  $6.50per  ton, 
(short  ton  of  2,000  pounds,)  delivered,  the  annual  cost  of  fuel  will  be 
$99,645.  If,  on  examination,  Big  Lake  is  found  to  be  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  supply  one-half,  then  the  cost  of  engine  can  be  reduced,  and 
the  cost  of  fuel  will  be  also  reduced  to  $49,827.50.  By  constructing 
reservoirs  alongside  of  the  locks,  and  conserving  one-half  of  the  water 
required  for  lockage,  the  consumption  of  coal  wiU  be  further  reduced  to 
one-third  the  original  cost,  ot  to  $33,218.*  This  seems  a  large  sum  for 
fuel,  and  establishes  the  importance  of  making  a  more  minute  examina- 
tion of  the  ground,  with  the  object  of  finding  a  lower  level. 

Drains  and  culverts, — Thirty-two  small  streams  and  three  rivers  inter- 
sect the  course  .of  the  canal.  Ten  of  these  are  from  5  to  16  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  canal.  Of  those  below  the  surface  only  five  are  lower 
than  the  bottom  of  the  canal.  The  rivers  will  be  crossed  by  aqueducts. 
The  smaller  streams  will  be  conducted  across  the  canal  in  culverts,  or 
by  drains  or  siphon-pipes.    The  following  table  gives  the  estimate  of 

this  part  of  the  work: 

» . 

*  Wood  coald  be  need  for  fnel,  bat  the  cost  would  be  nearly  the  same,  although  in 
the  above  estimate  a  liberal  rate  per  ton  for  coal  has  been  assumed. 
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Estimate  of  cost  of  construction  of  culverts^  siphons,  and  drains  on  the  line  of  the  Sufimit- 
Level  Canal,  from  the  Neuse  to  the  Cape  Fear  River,  Estimated  cost  of  frricik,  $20  per  At; 
cement  J  JJi  per  barrel;  Inicklayer,  $4.50  per  day;  laborerf  $1.50  per  day. 


Stream. 

i 

1 
a 

1 

Elevation  of  sur- 
face above  low- 
water  in  Cape 
F«ar  River,  In 
feet. 

Elevation  above 
or  below  canal- 
grade  +  above, 
— below,in  feet- 

Mode  of  treat- 
ment. 

Cost 

Remarks. 

Branch 

10 
120 
65 
10 
10 
30 
40 
20 
40 
70 
20 
25 
25 
20 
15 
15 
20 
20 
25 
25 
30 
50 
60 
30 
50 
20 
30 
25 
40 
40 
40 
50 

0.5 
10.0 
1.5 
0.5 
0.8 
1.0 
2.0 
LO 
2.5 
4.0 
1.5 
2.0 
2.0 
1.0 
1.5 
1.5 
2.0 

I? 

2.0 
1.5 
4.0 
4.5 
2.0 

ao 

1.0 
1.5 
1.0 
1.0 
1.0 
3.0 
3.0 

16.0 

13.0 

21.5 

26.0 

27.5 

28.5 

29.25 

29.25 

33.0 

40.0 

39.0 

38.0 

36.75 

35  0 

33.0 

33.0 

29.25 

28.75 

2a  00 

27.75 

25.0 

23.0 

ao 

27.0 
12.0 
21.0 
9.0 
14.5 
23.0 
24.5 
24.5 
24.0 

+  2.0 

—  1.0 

—  2.5 
+  2.0 
+  3.5 
+  4.5 
+  5w25 
+  5.25 
+  9.0 
+16.0 
+  15.0 
+14.0 
+  12.75 
+  11.0 
+  9.0 
+  5.5 
+  5.25 
+  4.75 
+  4.0 
+  3.75 
+  1.0 
-1.0 
—16.0 
+  3.0 
-12.0 

—  3.0 
—15.0 

—  9.5 

—  1.0 

—  0.5 

—  0.5 
0.0 

Pipe  siphon... 
Bnok  culvert . 
....do 

11. 810 

20,350 

11,887 

640 

895 

1,972 

1,936 

1.069 

120 

21,000 

325 

640 

604 

240 

110 

1,007 

1.908 

1,944 

1,126 

1,142 

985 

9,315 

4^440 

1.210 

37,000 

760 

22,719 

17,097 

1,140 

1,140 

4,520 

4,494 

Little  Lake 

Water  Branch 

Branch 

Pipe  siphon... 
do 

Do 

Poplar  Branch 

....do 

Big  Oum  Creek 

....do 

Branch 

do 

Sandy  Ran  

Apron 

Weir 

Directly  Into  canal. 
Into  canal. 

Do 

Hawes'  Ron 

Drain  pipe 

....do 

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Do 

do 

Da 

Branch 

do    

Do 

Do 

Apron 

Pipe  siphon... 
.do    

Directly  into  canal 

Hawes'  Run 

Do 

Do 

....do 

Do 

do 

Do 

....do 

....do 

Brick  siphon.. 

Brick  culvert . 

Pipe  siphon... 

Bnck  oalvert . 

Pipe  drain.... 

Bnck  culvert . 
....do 

Branch 

Southwest  Branch. . . 
Little  Northeast 

Little  Grant  Cr«ek  ... 
Bra*)cib , .  - 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Pipe  drain.... 

....do 

....do 

Wood's  Branch 

Deep  Creek 

Hunter's  Creek 

Pipe  siphon... 

Total 

219.545 

I 

The  following  estimate  gives  the  aggregate  cost  of  a  canal  with  sam- 

mit-level  (fed  by  steam-pump)  between  the  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear 
Rivers: 

Excavation,  (cut  40  feet  wide  at  bottom,  depth  8  feet,  side  slopes  2.1 

feet,)  7,623,550  cubic  yards,  at  20  cents $1,524,710  00 

Clearing  56^  miles  200  feet  wide,  at  $250  per  mUe 14, 620  00 

Aqueduct  bridges :  New  River,  (500  feet  long,  44  feet  wide) 285, 712  00 

Holly  Shelter  Creek,  (120  feet  long,  44  feet  wide) 94, 524  00 

White  Oak  River,  (600  feet  long,  44  feet  wide) 327,939  00 

Culverts  and  drains 219,545  00 

1  lock  (length  220  feet,  width  40  feet,  lift  14  feet) 170, 000  00 

2  locks  (length  220  feet,  width  40  feet,  lift  12  feet) 300, 000  00 

2  locks  (length  220  feet,  width  40  feet,  lift  9  feet) 250, 000  00 

1  lock  (length  220  feet,  width  40  feet,  lift  8  feet) 100,000  00 

Steam-pumps  at  New  River,  lifting  for  evaporation,  filtration,  and  leak- 
age through  locks  12,830,400  cubic  feet,  and  for   lockage   6,160,000 

cubic  feet,  making  a  total  of  18,990,400  cubic  feet  in  24  hours :  lift  32 

feet) 210,000  00 

Fouuaations,  engine-house,  chimney,  dx 57,000  00 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 355,405  00 

Total 3,909,455  00 
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CM  9j  wutpa  of  waier-Une  between  Norfolk,  Fa.,  and  Wilmington,  X.  C— canal,  coast, 

and  sound  line. 


Ho.  of 
ibeet. 


Boale. 


Title  and  descripLion. 


aSiTT] 


2  . 

ITjioo 

3 

■nrf.Tjff 

4 

TOuuir 

1 

Tcfioo 

6 

ToAoff 

7' 

4oooxr 

8 

^jyAinr 

9 

iTii^ny 

10 

irrliixr 

T5O0 


Txrou 


6f  KOO 

nrsoTTTT 


Elizabeth  ^iver,  Virginia.  Compiled  from  a  snrvey  made  under  the 
direction  of  Maj.  W.  P.  CraigbiU,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A.,  by 
Capt.  0.  B.  Phillips,  United  States  Engineers,  and  from  United  States 
Coast  Survey  charts. 

North  Landing  River,  (head  of  Currituck  Sound,)  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina.    ¥Tom  United  States  Coast  Survey  of  1861. 

From  North  River  to  Pamplico  Sound,  (in  two  sheets,)  sheet  No.  1. 
From  United  States  Coast  Survey  chart  of  1860. 

From  North  River  to  Pamplico  Sound,  (in  two  sheets,)  sheet  No.  2. 
lYom  United  States  Coast  Survey  chart  of  1800. 

Core  Sound  and  Straits,  North  Carolina.  From  United  States  Coast 
Survey  chart  of  1866. 

Bogue  Sound,  North  Carolina,  from  Beaufort  to  Goose  Creek  Shoal, 
July,  1875. 

Bogue  Sound,  North  Carolina,  from  Goose  Creek  Shoal  to  New  River 
Inlet. 

Stump  Sound  and  part  of  Topsail  Sound,  North  Carolina,  from  New 
River  Inlet  to  New  Topsail  Inlet,  August,  1875. 

Part  of  Topsail  Sound  and  Middle  Sound,  North  Carolina,  from  New 
Topsail  Inlet  to  Masonborough,  August,  1875.  Line  between  Mason- 
borough  and  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  August,  1875. 

Newport  River  and  estuaries,  showing  Clubfoot  and  Uarlow  Canal. 
From  United  States  Coast  Survey  chart  of  1874. 

Kearney  line. 

Canal  betwen  Neuse  and  Northeast  Cape  Fear  Rivers,  (in  three  sheets.) 

Sheet  No.  1,  from  Northeast  Cape  Fear  River,  at  Bannerman's,  to 

southwest  branch  of  New  River,  September,  1875. 
Canal  between  Neuse  and  Northeast  Cape   Fear   Rivers,  (in  three 

sheets.)    Sheet  No.  2,  frt)m  southwest  branch  of  New  River  to  White 

Oak  River,  September,  1875. 
Canal  between  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear  Rivers,  (in  three  sheets.)    Sheet 

No.  3,  from  Whit«  Oak  River  to  Neuse  River,  at  mouth  of  Slocum's 

Creek,  September,  1875. 

Maps  not  numbered. 

Index  map.    From  United  States  Coast  Survey  chart,  1856. 

New  River  and  bar.  From  United  States  Coast  Survey  chart  of  1851, 
and  reconnaissance  of  S.T.  Abert,  civil  engineer,  in  1856. 

Coast  of  North  Carolina  from  "  Atlantic  Neptune  Atlas,"  1780. 

On  same  sheet,  outline  of  present  coast  from  United  Coast  Survey. 

Boundary-line  between  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  From  Byrd's 
survey  of  1728-'t>9.    Compared  with  Coast  Survey  of  1862. 

On  same  sheet,  coast  of  North  Carolina  from  Captain  Collet's  "  Com- 
plete map  of  North  Carolina,'*  1774. 

Wimble's  map  of  North  Carolina,  1738. 

On  same  sheet,  outline  of  present  coast  from  United  States  Coast  Snr- 
vey, "  AmericsB  pars,  nunc  Virginia  dicta,"  &.c.  From  Harriot's 
account  of  Virginia,  1585,  a  chart  of  the  coast  from  Chesapeake  Bay 
to  Cape  Lookout.  "  The  arrival  of  the  Englishmen  in  Virgin ia» 
1584,"  from  Harriot's  account  of  Virginia  in  De  Bry  Brothers'  col- 
lection, 1590. 


I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  energy  displayed 
in  tiie  conduct  of  the  survey  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Michler,  assistant  engi- 
neer, and  by  Mr.  J.  Heth  Harrison  and  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Flood,  assistants^ 
and  by  the  snrvey  party  generally.    My  thanks  are  also  especially  due 
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for  aid  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  by  citizens  of  North  Carolina; 
particularly  to  Senator  M.  W.  Eansom,  Senator  A.  S.  Merrimon,  Gov- 
ernor Brogden,  Ex-Oovernor  Vance,  Professor  Kerr,  General  Thomas 
F.  Drayton,  and  Mr.  Marshall  Parks,  president  of  the  Albemarle  and 
Chesapeake  Canal  Company. 

GENERAL.  CONCLUSIONS. 

Coast-line. 

1.  The  cost  of  a  canal  by  this  route  would  be  $3,685,517.82. 

2.  I  would  call  attention  to  the  changes  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
report,  which  may  result  from  destroying  the  present  equilibrium  in 
Core  Sound,  between  the  waters  of  Pamplico  Sound  and  Beaufort  Har- 
bor. These  changes  may  be  advantageous,  but  cannot  be  equally  so  to 
all  who  are  interested. 

3.  Clubfoot  and  Harlow  Canal  may  be  substituted  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Core  Sound  as  a  means  of  reaching  Beaufort  Harbor.  A  survey 
will  be  necessary  to  determine  accurately  the  cost  of  this  canal. 

4.  The  shifting  sands  in  Bogue  Sound  seem  to  render  a  dike  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  proposed  channel.  Such  a  dike  may  seriously 
injure  the  harbor  of  Beaufort ;  whether  a  channel  dredged  and  left  with- 
out protection  will  be  permanent,  is  problematical.  Special  investiga- 
tion is  required  to  determine  the  question. 

5.  South  of  Bogue  Sound  the  changes  in  the  coast-line  and  sounds 
require  further  examination  as  to  the  growth  of  the  marshes,  islands, 
oceanic  deltas,  and  the  denudation  of  the  coast. 

Kearney  line. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  canal  between  the  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear 
Eivers,  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  The  cost  of  a  canal  at  tide-level,  with  two  tide-locks,  will  be 
$7,642,204.79.  The  cost  of  a  canal  with  summit-level  and  six  locks  will 
be  $3,909,455.  The  distance  between  Norfolk  and  Wilmington  by  this 
route  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  by  way  of  the  sounds,  but  by  the  canal 
the  length  to  be  improved  is  60  miles,  while  by  the  sound  route  it  is  140 
miles,  including  the  intermediate  reaches  of  good  water. 

2.  Either  the  summit-level  or  tide-water  canal  is  practicable.  The 
summit-level  canal  has  the  disadvantage  of  locks,  but  the  advantage  of 
being  less  costly. 

3.  Neither  of  these  canals  (summit-level  or  tide-water)  should  be 
adopted  until  a  more  thorough  examination  can  be  made,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  a  lower  or  less  costly  route  may  not  be  discovered. 

4.  The  design  of  a  canal  for  uniting  the  Neuse  Biver  and  Pamplico 
Sound  with  the  Cape  Fear  derives  importance  from  being  a  part  of  a 
general  scheme  for  uniting  the  sounds,  which  extends  from  Fernandina, 
Fla.,  (with  but  few  interruptions,)  to  North  Carolina,  and  complete  the 
connection,  by  means  of  the  intervening  canals,  with  the  northern  lakes 
and  the  Saint  Lawrence  Kiver.  The  execution  of  three  sections  of  canal 
66J  miles  north  of  Wilmington,  56J  miles  between  the  Cape  Fear  and 
Waccamaw  Eivers,  and  45  miles  between  the  Winyah  Bay  and  the  Great 
Pedee  Eiver,  will  complete  the  communication  with  the  harbor  of  Fer- 
nandina, Fla.  Isolated  from  the  more  general  design,  the  canals  under 
consideration  would  be  of  local  importance  only. 

5.  Should  Congress  seriously  contemplate  the  execution  of  the  canal^ 
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furtlier  surveys  and  examinations  are  required  in  order  to  determine  the 
best  route.  For  thi9  object  $10,000  should  he  appropriated.  Lower 
ground,  affording  probably  a  better  location  than  the  line  surveyed, 
may  be  found  between  the  following  points : 

a.  From  the  Neuse  on  the  lakes,  and  south  of  the  lakes,  to  White  Oak 
Biver;  thence  to  Onslow  Court-House  or  some  point  on  New  Biver. 

b.  From  Neuse  Biver,  by  way  of  Clubfoot  and  Harlow  Greeks,  to 
Newport  Biver ;  thence  from  the  west  end  of  Newport  Biver  to  Hod- 
nott's  or  Pettiford's  Creek,  on  White  Oak  Biver;  thence  to  Coon's  Head 
Creek,  or  some  convenient  point  between  Montfort's  and  Snead's  Ferry, 
on  New  Biver ;  thence  from  a  point  on  New  Biver,  between  Stontf s 
Creek  and  Snead's  Ferry,  to  Lillington's  Mill  Creek,  or  MaxwelPs 
Creek,  on  Northeast  Cape  Fear  Biver.  By  keeping  as  far  south  and 
near  the  sounds  as  practicable,  the  cutting  may  be  reduced.  Even  if 
Onslow  Court-House  is  a  fixed  point  in  the  line  of  canal,  it  still  seems 
practicable  to  descend  New  Biver  as  far,  x>erhap8,  as  Snead's  Ferry, 
before  continuing  the  cut  toward  Northeast  Cape  Fear  Biver.  Holly 
Shelter  Swamp,  no  doubt,  declines  toward  the  south,  and  possibly  a 
better  line  may  be  feund  on  this  route,  or  south  of  the  higher  ground 
between  Holly  Shelter  and  the  sound. 

As  already  stated,  the  funds  at  my  command  did  not  allow  surveys 
to  be  made  of  all  the  routes  which  seemed  to*  be  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abbbt, 
United  States  Civil  jEJngineer. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineen^  U.  S.  A. 


APPENDIXES. 
1.— KEroirr  of  lieut.  col.  jamks  kkarney,  topographical  engixeeus. 

Washington  Crry,  May  21, 1838. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlio  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  receipt  of  your  orders  of  the  28th  March, 
1837,  ansigning  me  to  the  sarveys  near  the  coast  of  North  and  South  Carolina,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  the  requisite  means  for  carrying  them  into  execution.  Some  delay 
was  necessarily  occasioned  by  the  scarcity  of  competent  assistant  engineers  and  the 
necessity  I  was  under  of  seeking  them  among  such  of  the  civil  engineers  not  iu  the 
employment  of  the  Government  as  chanced  at  the  time  to  be  disengaged  from  other 
service.    I  succeeded,  however,  in  forming  two  parties. 

The  act  of  Congress  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1837,  required  the  survey  to  be  made 
from  the  southern  dehouchS  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  down  the  Pasquotank  River 
to  Elizabeth ;  thence  to  Croatan  Sound,  Pamplico  and  other  sounds,  near  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina;  and  thence  by  the  most  practicable  route  to  Winyaw  Bay,  in  South 
Carolina;  with  a  view  to  determine  the  practicability  of  opening  an  inland  commu- 
nication for  steam-navigation  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  The 
reconnaissance  of  part  of  the  line  had  been  reserved  b^^  my  original  orders  for  another 
officer.  Subsequently,  however,  the  reconnaissance  as  well  as  the  survey  of  the 
whole  of  it  was  assigned  to  me.  No  examination  of  the  ground,  however,  was  re- 
quired before  the  parties  began  to  operate  in  the  field.  The  frequent  professional 
tours  of  duty  which  I  had  formerly  occasion  to  make  near  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
together  with  the  surveys  already  executed  there  for  military  purposes  by  officers  of 
the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  viz,  by  Majors  Abert  and  Kearney  and  by  Cap- 
tain Bache,  enabled  me  at  once  to  draw  up  the  requisite  instructions  to  the  chiefs  of 
parties  and  to  assign  to  them  the  limits  of  their  operations  for  the  surveys  requiring 
the  earliest  attention,  and  the  time  usually  consumed  in  the  preliminary  examinations 
was  thereby  saved.  One  of  the  parties  was  directed  to  survey  Joyce's  Creek  and  Pas- 
quotank Kiver  from  the  canal  to  Albemarle  Sound,  very  carefully,  w^herever  especially 
there  should  be  found  a  less  depth  than  8  feet  of  water,  and  wherever  any  obstruction 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  creek  or  river  should  present  itself.  A  general  examina- 
tion of  Albemarle  Sound  was  likewise  required  in  the  direction  of  Croatan  Sound  for 
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the  purpose  of  verifylug  tlio  existence  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  the  passa^ 
steam- vessels.    This  work  having  been  completed,  Core  Sound  and  the  passage  thro 
the  marshes  were  carefully  surveyed  to  ascertain  whether  any  change   affecting 
navigation  had  taken  place  since  the  period  of  the  surveys  made  there  by  Cap! 
Bache.    It  was  intended,  also,  that  the  same  party  should  connect,  at  least  by  a  d 
of  triangles,  the  work  of  Pasquotank  River  with  that  of  Croatau  Sound,  aod  the 
anoke  marshes  with  Harbor  Island  Bar,  the  limit  of  the  surveys  intrusted  to  the 
party  of  engineers  employed  upon  the  sounds.    And  it  was  intended,  also,  to 
taken  soundings  upon  Liong  Shoal,  Bluff  Shoal,  and  other  parts  of  Pamplico  Sound.  ^ 
the  advanced  season  and  a  desire  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  party  for  the  proseari 
tion  of  the  surveys  to  be  undertaken  during  the  autumn  of  that  year,  joined  to  oth4 
circumstances  not  necessary  to  be  here  stated,  made  it  expedient,  in  my  opinion,! 
postpone  this  part  of  the  work  to  a  more  suitable  occasion.    In  consequence  of  this.  t| 
party  was  transferred  to  Bogue  Sound,  and  it  was  enabled  to  make  the  surTey  of  tiH 
part  of  the  line  from  Beaufort  Harbor  to  Swansboro  and  Bogne  Inlet  before  d 
sickly  season  had  begun.    The  other  party  of  engineers  surveyed  with  gre&t  care  aa 
very  skillfully,  vnder  the  immediate  direction  of  the  intelligent  and  experienced  a&sia 
ant  who  had  it  in  charge,  the  whole  of  Core  Sound,  so  that  nothing  further  remains  tl 
be  done  there  to  enable  us  to  form  the  project  and  estimate  the  cost  of  its  improTW 
ment  in  the  greatest  detail,  unless  it  be  at  some  suitable  season  during  the  prevalenfli 
of  the  storms  which  characterize  the  spring  and  autumn,  for  example,  to  make  son 
observations  as  will  enable  us  to  ascertain  the  direction,  velocity,  and  effect  of  the  cufl 
rents  which  may  possibly  prevail  there  when  the  winds  blow  for  a  long  time  £rom  tM 
same  quarter.    On  the  termination  of  the  survey  of  Core  Sound,  I  instructed  the  em 
gineer  in  charge  of  the  party  there  to  take  rapidly  some  lines  of  soundings  on  the  hm 
of  Old  Topsail  Inlet,  the  entrance  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertainti^ 
the  correctness  of  an  opinion  advanced  by  the  pilots,  that  since  my  survey  of  i&22  im 
depth  of  water  on  the  bar  had  materially  increased. 

These  operations  being  effected,  and  the  sickly  season  at  hand,  the  engineers  wers 
withdrawn  from  the  field  to  plat  their  work  and  arrange  the  facts  which  they  had  coiri 
lected,  preparatory  to  their  resuming  the  surveys  proposed  to  be  made  farther  inland^ 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  fall  and  the  beginning  or  winter.  We  had,  in  a  comp*!^ 
atively  short  time,  collected  much  information ;  our  w'ork  had  extended  itself  to  a  di»- 
tance  of  about  220  miles;  and,  taking  into  consideration  the  surveys  heretofore  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  whom  I  have  named,  with  the  obser^'A- 
tions,  the  result  of  various  professional  visits  to  the  coast,  we  are  enabled  to  take  geo- 
eral  views  of  the  character  and  exteut  of  the  improvemeuts  of  which  the  sounds,  al 
least  as  far  westward  as  Cape  Fear  River,  are  susceptible:  they  enable  us  to  form 
opinions  on  the  question  of  their  probable  permanency,  the  aclvantages  to  result  to  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and,  for  a  great  part  part  of  the  distance,  we  have  the  means 
of  estimating  the  probable  cost.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with  respect  to  the  line 
from  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  to  Swansborough.  To  the  westward  of  that  place,  tiie 
very  close  reconnaissance  which  in  the  year  1822  I  made  on  the  sounds  lying  toward 
Cape  Fear  River,  enables  us  to  appreciate  their  value  with  reference  as  well  to  com- 
merce as  to  military  defense. 

The  memorandum  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  as  the 
basis  of  a  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  C.  Shepard,  and  other  members  of  Congre* 
from  North  Carolina,  will  have  made  you  acquainted  with  my  opinion  upon  (Afl 
question  of  the  improvement  of  Core  Sound,  the  value  of  such  improvemeut  to  the 
coasting-trade  and  to  foreign  commerce;  and  it  will  have  shown  the  connection  of . 
that  sound  with  the  navigable  waters  of  the  State  and  with  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- , 
peake  Bay.  A  copy  of  that  memorandum  is  herewith  transmitted,  and  I  have  to  ask 
your  attention  to  it  in  connection  with  this  report. 

The  practicability  and  importance  of  a  navigable  communication,  inland,  between  < 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  Beaufort  Harbor,  viz,  by  Elizabeth  River,  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal,  Pasquotank  River,  and  Albemarle,  Croatan,  Pamplico,  and  Core  Sounds,  are  no- 
questionable.  It  would  be  out  of  place  in  this  preliminary  report  to  enter  into  a  mi- 
nute description  of  the  sounds  and  rivers  embraced  by  the  surveys  of  the  past  season; 
nevertheless,  we  may  state  that  west  of  Beaufort  the  sounds  generally  are  much  nar- 
rower and  with  a  greater  number  of  shoals  than  are  those  I  have  enumerated.  Bogae 
Sound,  though  broad,  is  very  shallow.  Those  lying  between  it  and  Cape  Fear  River 
are,  for  the  most  part,  full  of  marshes,  through  which  we  find  the  passage  to  be  by 
narrow  and  tortuous  creeks,  with  extremely  shallow  bars  wherever  the  tides  meet  in 
their  passage  from  the  numerous  small  inlets  with  which  the  line  of  coast  is  indented. 
The  only  barriers  between  these  sounds,  generally,  and  the  ocean,  ace  low  and  narrow 
sand-banks,  over  which  in  many  places  the  waves  are  swept  by  the  hurricanes;  the 
sands  are  carried  by  the  sea  and  the  wind  into  the  sounds ;  shoals  are  formed,  and  be- 
come the  bases  of  salt-marshes ;  the  accumulation  of  matter  over  their  whole  areasnd 
in  their  channels  is  thus  progressive.  The  communication  between  them  is  sometimes 
closed  by  the  silt  carried  forward  by  the  tides,  and  by  the  eucroachment  of  the  marsbee, 
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and  it  becomes  necessary  to  open  small  canals  for  the  passage  of  li^^bters  and  canoes 
at  bigb  tide.  To  tbis  description,  which  is  very  extensively  applicable  to  the  sounds 
west  of  Bogne,  there  are  exceptions  which  it  is  annecessary  for  onr  present  purpose  to 
enumerate,  unless  it  be  required  in  the  case  of  the  portion  of  tbesouud  lying  near  New 
River,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  the  meinorandum  already  alluded  to. 

It  is  apparent  from  tbe«e  facts,  I  think,  that  the  question  of  the  practicability  and 
cost  of  opening  a  channel  for  steamboats  west  of  Beanfort,  or  certainly  of  Swansboro, 
yields,  in  point  of  importance,  to  the  consideration  of  the  practicability  and  expense 
of  defending  it  a-gainst  the  inroads  of  the  sea  and  the  encroachments  of  the  sands.  The 
exposure,  too,  of^this  part  of  the  route  to  the  enterprises  of  an  enemy,  during  periods 
when  it  would  be  most  required  for  the  security  and  accommodation  of  trade,  became 
so  apparent  fT<^  the  facts  developed  during  onr  examination,  that  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  inquire  whether  a  route  might  not  be  found  farther  inland,  by  which  to 
connect  the  sounds  and  navigable  waters  east  of  Beaufort  with  some  brauch  of  Cape 
Fear  River.  Subsequent  ipquiry,  supported  by  our  previous  knowledge  of  the  country, 
led  to  the  opinion  that  probably  a  canal  might  be  constructed  of  the  requisite  capacity 
and  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  from  Neuse  River  to  the  northeast  branch  of 
Cape  Fear  River.  The  facts  and  reasoning  upon  which  this  opinion  rested  were  verb- 
ally oommnnicated  to  ;f  on,  and  as  they  received  the  sanction  of  your  favorable  opinion, 
one  of  the  parties  of  engineers  was  instructed  to  make  such  surveys  and  examinations 
of  the  country  near  the  presumed  line  of  commnnicatioa  as  would  enable  us  to  arrive 
at  more  accurate  and  distinct  ideas  of  the  adaptation  of  the  ground  to  the  project.  On 
resuming  the  iield- operations,  therefore,  I  organized  a  party  for  that  purpose,  in  the 
stead  of  the  one  which  had  surveyed  Pasquotank  River  and  the  sounds  east  of  Harbor 
Island,  which  had  been  broken  up  by  circumstances  unconnected  with  the  service. 
This  I  placed  under  charge  of  an  experienced  and  intelligent  principal  assistant,  who 
bad  already  served  under  my  orders,  and  who  performed  the  duty  entirely  to  my  satis- 
faction. 

The  survey  commenced  at  a  point  on  the  northeast  branch  of  Cape  Fear  River,  forty- 
seven  miles  above  Wilmington,  and  five  miles  below  the  head  of  navigation — 8  feet 
water.  The  point  of  beginning  was  within  a  few  yards  of  the  mouth  of  Holly  Shelter 
Creek ;  thence  it  was  traced  nearly  parallel  with  that  creek,  crossing  in  its  course 
Shaking  Creek  and  several  of  the  minor  streams  which  issue  from  Holl v  Shelter  Swamp. 
It  crossed  Holly  Shelter  Creek  at  Outen  or  Little  Lake,  and  thence  followed  tne  course 
of  Big  Sandy  Run  to  a  location  the  source  of  some  of  the  tributaries  of  Cape  Fear 
River  on  the  one  hand  and  of  New  River  on  the  other ;  thence  it  pursued  nearly  a 
direct  route  to  Ward^s  Landing,  on  the  southwest  branch  of  New  River ;  length,  25 
miles  1,639  yards. 

Thence  the  line  coincided  with  the  navigable  waters  of  New  River  and  its  branches 
(the  southwest  and  northeast)  for  a  distance  of  10  miles  616  yards,  viz,  to  Ball's  Land- 
ing ;  hence  it  was  traced  by  the  way  of  Ethridge's  Landing  to  the  head  of  Grant's  Creek, 
and  with  that  creek  to  Whitock  River,  at  Lee's  Landing,  a  distance  of  9  miles  and  1,683 
yards ;  thence  1  mile  and  100  yards  with  the  river  to  Haywood's  Landing.  From  Hay- 
wood's the  line^  passed  through  £.  Jones's  plantation,  and  along  the  north  bank  of 
Hunter's  Creek,  by  the  southern  shores  of  Bi|2^  Lake  and  Ellis's  Lake;  thence  down 
Spaight's  Canal  and  Slocum's  Creek  to  Rail's  Landing,  20  miles  and  1,012  yards. 
Rail's  Landing  is  1  mile  above  the  forks  of  Slocum's  Creek ;  from  the  forks  to  Neuse 
River,  4  miles.  Slocum's  Creek  is  a  broad,  navigable  stream ;  it  joins  the  Neuse 
17  miles  below  New  Berne.  The  entire  length  of  the  line  surveyed  by  the  party  is 
67  miles  and  1,429  yards,  including  the  river  and  lake  navigation:  exclusive  of  these, 
53  miles  and  22  yards.  The  highest  point  in  the  experimental  line  between  north- 
east branch  of  Cape  Fear  and  New  Rivers  was  41^  leet  above  the  surface-water  of 
the  river  at  the  point  of  beginning ;  but  tbis  may  be  materially  reduced  by  following 
the  course  of  Haw's  Run.  Between  New  River  and  Whitock  River  the  highest  point 
was  43  feet,  and  between  Whitock  River  and  Slocum's  Creek  it  coincided  with  the 
lakes,  Big  Lake  being  3S  feet  and  Ellis's  Lake  33.7  feet.  These  lakes  were  surveyed 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  approximately  their  capacity  as  reservoirs  for  the  supply 
of  the  summit  and  lockage  ofthe  canal,  and  we  are  warranted  in  assuming  that  a  suffi- 
ciency of  water  may  be  found  for  these  objects  upon  the  summit-level. 

The  survey  now  described  between  Cape  Fear  River  and  Slocum's  Creek  serves  only 
to  manifest  the  practicability  of  uniting  the  Cape  Fear  with  the  Neuse.  Other  surveys 
are  required  preliminarv  to  the  definitive  selection  and  location  of  the  line  of  canal. 
These  would  probably  be  traced  (one  of  them,  at  least)  between  the  northeast  branch 
of  Cape  Fear  and  Trent  Rivers;  and  another,  departing  from  Munster  Landing  on  the 
northeast,  would  follow  the  course  of  Haw's  Run  to  Shepard's  Mill ;  thence  to  Onslow 
Court-House,  to  Moss's  Landing,  on  the  western  prong  of  the  northeast  branch  of  New 
River;  thence  to  Lee's  Landing,  on  the  Whitock  River;  thence  to  Big  Lake,  Ellis's 
Lake,  and  Spaight's  Canal,  to  Kye  Landing,  on  Slocum's  Creek.  This  line  would  be 
about  5f>i  miles  long.  Its  summit-level  would  coincide  with  one  or  other  of  the  lakes, 
or,  being  separated  from  them,  it  would  be  placed  in  a  plane  sufficiently  low  to  enable 
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VLB  to  command  for  the  supply  of  the  canal  as  much  of  their  water  as  mi^ht  be  deemed 
requisite.  The  Bummit-level  would  cross  the  navigable  streams  at  points  the  least 
prejudicial,  and  it  might  be  prolonged  to  any  desirable  extent  between  the  points  of 
termination  of  the  canal. 

Surveys  should  be  made  also  to  ascertain  the  practicability,  the  best  means,  and  the 
cost  of  uniting  the  main  trunk  of  the  canal  with  the  harbor  of  Beaufort  by  a  branch 
traced  in  that  direction.  Its  connection  with  navigation  on  Whitock  River  and  New 
Kiver  would  be  directly  effected  by  means  solely  of  locks  constructed  at  the  points  of 
passage  of  those  rivers. 

To  the  northeastward  of  Neuse  River  it  may  become  advisable  to  make  other  sur- 
veys, that  we  may  have  the  means  of  presenting  to  Congress  a  yiew  of  all  the  rontes 
by  which  a  navigable  communication  might  be  established  between  Albemarle  Sound 
and  the  Neuse.  In  examining  the  relative  merits  of  these,  and  their  several  claims  to 
attention,  the  professional  views  which  would  most  probably  influence  the  mind  of  the 
engineer  in  his  selection  might  not  possibly  be  those  to  whigh  the  legislature  would  be 
disposed  to  attribute  the  greatest  force.  There  are  other  reasons  which  may  render  it 
expedient  not  only  to  carry  the  surveys  between  the  Neuse  and  Albemarle  Sounds 
farther  inland,  but  which  may  even  require  us  to  examine  more  minutely  than  we  yet 
have  done  the  two  ^eat  sounds,  Pamplico  and  Albemarle.  The  result  of  such  exam- 
inations might  possibly  even  affect  seriously  the  character  for  stability  of  a  portion  of 
the.route  by  the  sounds.  How  far  the  causes  which  have  operated  to  close  the  inlets 
formerly  existing  in  front  of  those  sounds  may  have  tended  also  to  affect  the  depth  of 
the  sounds  themselves,  or  whether  they  have  had  anv  influence,  deserves  to  be  inves- 
tigated. If  we  compare  the  chart  of  Lawson  with  tuat  of  Cole  and  Price,  we  are  led 
to  believe  that  the  depth  of  water  off  the  shoals,  at  least,  is  much  less  than  it  was  in 
Lawson's  time.  Nevertheless,  the  soundings  given  in  one  or  the  other  of  these  charts 
may  be  erroneous.  It  is  desirable,  I  should  think,  to  have  this  question  settled  before 
the  adoption  of  any  particular  project  involving  great  expense  in  its  execution.  A 
careful  comparison  of  the  present  depth  of  water  in  all  the  navigable  parts  of  the 
sounds  I  am  now  speaking  of,  with  the  depths  noted  by  Lawson,  Price,  &c.,  will  ena- 
ble us  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  depth  is  lessening  in  them,  and,  if  so,  the  peri- 
odical rate  of  diminution  may  also  be  ascertained.  The  solution  of  this  question  might 
possibly  influence  the  location  of  the  northeastern  debouch^  of  the  Cape  Fear  and 
Neuse  diVision  of  the  canal ;  and  however  desirable  it  might  otherwise  be  presumed 
to  be  to  carry  that  as  low  down  the  Neuse  as  practicable,  we  might  tind  it  expedient, 
under  the  influence  of  the  facts  to  be  developed  by  the  hydrographic  survey,  to  carry 
it  in  the  direction  of  New  Berne,  Washington,  and  Plymouth. 

The  line  of  canal  56^  miles  in  length,  between  the  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear  Rivers,  which 
has  been  described,  would  suffice  to  open  an  inland  communication  for  Rteamboats  from. 
the  southern  debouch^  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  to  the 
ocean. 

The  proposed  route,  via  the  sounds  and  Slooum*s  Creek,  would  lie  parallel  to  the 
coast,  and,  crossing  the  principal  navigable  streams  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
would  be  found  to  possess  all  the  advantages  of  a  general  line  of  coi]|inunicatioQ  for 
the  trade  of  those  rivers ;  the  rivers  themselves  not  having  usually  such  outlets  as 
would  enable  the  produce  of  the  interior  to  find  an  exit  by  the  way  of  the  ocean  to 
other  parts. 

The  same  observations  will  equally  apply  to  the  other  divisions  of  the  work,  viz, 
that  of  the  Brunswick  and  Red  Bluff  division,  as  also  that  from  Winyaw  Bay  to 
Charleston. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  a  line  of  improvement,  especially  when  considered  with  refer- 
ence to  its  direct  connection  with  some  of  the  best  harbors  on  the  coast,  issf  general 
interest,  being  equally  advantageous  to  the  commerce  and  defense  of  the  country. 

Of  the  surveys  made  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1837,  there  remain  to  be  described  those  only  which  lie  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Fear 
River,  between  the  Green  Swamp  and  the  ocean.  The  surveys  which  I  had  formerly 
made  near  Waccamaw  Lake  and  the  Green  Swamp,  led  to  the  opinion  that  if  a  naviga- 
ble communication  between  the  Cape  Fear  and  Waccamaw  Rivers  were  at  all  practi- 
cable upon  any  line  remote  from  the  narrow  sounds  which  border  upon  the  sea,  it  must 
be  traced  between  the  ocean  and  the  Green  Swamp,  and  that  in  all  likelihood  it  should 
rely  upon  the  water  yielded  by  that  swamp,  and  upon  such  that  might  be  collected 
nearer  the  sea  for  the  supply  of  the  summit-level  and  lockage  of  the  canal.  With  this 
view  of  the  subject,  and  to  test  its  correctness,  the  party  of  engineers  which  had  been 
employed  during  tne  early  part  of  the  summer  upon  Core  Sound,  was,  at  the  proper 
season,  directed  to  make  upon  the  ground  I  have  just  described,  such  surveys  and  ob- 
servations as  time  and  the  means  at  our  disposal  would  permit.  Acoordinglv,  that 
party  ran  a  guide-line  of  levels  and  a  line  with  the  compass  from  the  Red  BluflT  on 
Waccamaw  Kiver  to  Brunswick  on  the  Cape  Fear,  16  miles  below  Wilmington,  and 
extended  its  observations  into  the  swamps  as  far  as  the  inundations  would  permit,  for 
at  that  time  the  rains  had  set  in. 
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The  distance  from  the  Red  Blaflf  to  Branswick,  and  coDseqaently  the  lenp^th  of  canal, 
if  it  were  oonstructed  npon  that  line,  woald  be  aboat  56^  miles.  The  examinations 
which  the  party  was  able  to  make  with  reference  to  the  means  of  supplying  the  snm- 
mit-level  with  water  were  necessarily  very  limited ;  nevertheless,  such  as  they  were, 
they  were  far  from  discouraging  the  expectations  of  success  which  had  been  created 
by  the  surveys  formerly  made  farther  inland.  Whenever  the  necessary  appropriations 
are  made  to  enable  us  to  resume  the  surveys,  a  close  and  extensive  survey  and  exami- 
nation of  the  Green  Swamp,  and  of  the  country  lying  between  it  and  the  sea,  will  bo 
undertaken.  When  these  will  have  been  completed,  and  not  till  then,  can  .we  be  au- 
thorized to  form  any  decisive  opinion  upon  the  question,  not  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
quantity  of  water  yielded  by  the  neighboring  swamps  and  lakes,  but  of  the  practica- 
bility of  conducting  it  to  the  summit  level  of  a  caual  to  unite  the  Cape  Fear  with  the 
Waccamaw.  In  the  mean  time  the  probability  that  it  is  practicable  is  so  strong,  in 
my  opinion,  as  to  justify  the  Department  in  prosecuting  the  inquiry. 

Near  Red  Bluff  there  is  a  shoal  in  Waccamaw  River  at  the  head  of  tide ;  it  is  about 
200  yards  over,  with  a  depth  of  but  1^  foot  at  the  lowest  stages  of  the**  water.  The 
canal  would  debouch^  below  this ;  hence  to  Winyaw  Bay  and  out  to  sea  the  only  ob- 
struction to  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  steamboats  lies  5  miles  below  Conwaysboro, 
at  Cox's  Shoal,  where,  at  the  lowest  water,  there  is  a  depth  of  6  feet.  The  length  of 
the  obstruction  does  not  exceed  150  yards.  With  this  exception,  there  is  in  the  Wac- 
camaw River,  below  the  proposed  termination  of  the  canal,  at  all  times  a  depth  of  pot 
less  than  8  feet  of  water,  with  a  bold  navigation,  the  river  making  good  reaches,  except 
at  the  *'  Wild  Horse,''  about  seven  miles  below  the  Red  Bluff,  where,  for  a  mile  and  a 
half,  it  is  very  rapid  and  crooked;  and  again,  about  a  mile, below  Conwaysboro',  where 
the  river,  for  about  200  yards,  is  aLso. rapid  and  crooked,  although  deep. 

Between  Winyaw  Bay  and  Charleston  we  have  done  nothing,  except  to  reconnoiter 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  general  character  of  the 
ground  and  with  the  routes  which  may  require  to  be  surveyed. 

From  Winyaw  Bay  there  is  a  passage  to  sea  over  Georgetown  Bar,  with  a  depth  of 
7i  feet  at  low- water.  This  bar  lies  far  out  at  sea ;  the  channel  is  very  crooked  and 
difficult  of  navigation  ;  and  the  depth  of  water  is  represented  to  be  decreasing.  A  pro- 
ject to  connect  Winyaw  Bay  with  North  Pedee  by  a  canal  has  been  undertaken  and 
partly  executed.  It  is  probable  that  the  steamboat-line  might  follow  this  route  to  the 
Pedee,  thence  to  Charleston.  Two  lines,  at  least,  ought  to  be  surveyed ;  the  one  lying 
near  the  seaboard  would  avail  itself  of  the  chain  of  natural  navigation  now  used  oc- 
casionally by  the  smaller  craft  proceeding  to  and  from  Charleston,  wherever  such  nat- 
ural navigation  might  be  found  advantageously  in  the  line  of  improvement ;  the  other 
route,  lyin^  farther  inland,  might  depart  from  the  Pedee,  and,  following  the  best 
ground,  which  will  probably  be  found  upon  a  very  direct  course  to  deep  water  on 
Wando  River,  a  branch  of  the  Cooper  River,  on  which  is  Charleston.  The  length  of 
canal  from  Winyaw  Bay  to  Charleston  would  not  probably  exceed  45  miles.     The 

f round  it  would  occupy  is  but  a  few  feet  above  the  tide,  and  it  would  not,  it  is 
elieved,  require  in  any  place  a  greater  depth  of  cutting  to  tide-water  than  8  feet.  It 
would  therefore  be  a  thorough  cut,  and  would  require  none  other  than  guard  and  reg- 
ulating locks. 

I  annex  a  schedule  of  maps,  charts,  and  profiles  of  the  surveys  already  executed  under 
your  orders  of  the  28th  March,  1837.  I  purpose  making  a  general  map,  also,  to  exhibit  in 
one  view  the  surveys  which  have  been  done  by  the  Department  near  the  coast  of  North 
and  South  Carolina.  The  details  of  the  plans  for  improving  the  sounds,  so  far  as  we 
have  the  materials  for  so  doing,  as  well  as  the  calculations  of  the  cost  of  the  improve- 
ments, will  be  undertaken,  now  or  at  the  conclusion  of  all  the  surveys,  to  accompany 
the  final  report,  as  may  be  required  by  your  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Kearney, 
Lteutenant-Colonel  Topographical  Engineers, 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Abert, 

Commanding  Topographical  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 

SCHEDULE. 

Sheets. 

Chart  of  Pasquotank  River & 

Croatan  Sound 1 

Core  Sound 2 

Details  on  the  bars 8 

Bogue  Sound 1 

Reconnaissance  west  of  Bogue,  made  formerly  for  defense  of  seaboard 1 

Map  and  profiles  of  country  between  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear  Rivers 3 

Map  and  profile  between  Cape  Fear  and  Waccamaw  Rivers 3 
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LETTER  OP  HON.  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  HON.  C.  8UEPARD. 
CORE  SOUND  CHANNEIm 

Department  of  War,  March  14, 183i       | 
Sir  :  I  transmit  a  report  from  tbe  officer  in  charge  of  the  Bureaa  of  Topograplnl 
Engineers,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  February. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  channel  over  the  bar  in  Core  Sound  as  proposed  by  liht 
existing  act  of  Congress,  to  be  50  yards  wide  and  7  feet  deep,  will  probably  cost  $80,(^; 
and  that  one  of  the  same  depth,  but  250  yards  wide,  which  would  constitute  a  bealSBf- 
channel  and  be  adapted  to  meet  a  presumed  and  great  increase  of  commeroe  in  tiiit 
direction,  would  probably  cost  about  $300,000. 

As  improvement^  of  this  kind  are  somewhat  experimental  and  as  tbe  smaller  cbanMl 
is  adequate  to-the  present  commeroe  and  sufficiently  large  to  prove  both  the  practicability 
and  durability  of  the  plan,  I  feel  disposed  to  recommend  that  our  efforts  should  beeoit- 
fined  in  the  first  instance  to  a  channel  of  the  dimensions  already  prescribed  by  law. 
Very  reap0ctfully,  your  most  obedient  servant j 

J.  R,  Poinsett. 
Hon.  C.  Shepard, 

Souse  o/ Eepreseniativee, 


letter  of  chief  of  topographical  bureau. 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

Waehingian,  Mardi  10, 163a 

Sir  :  In'  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Shepaid 
and  others,  I  have  t>o  report,  that  tbe  survey  having  been  committed  to  Lieutenant- 
Coldnel  Kearney,  he  has  been  called  upon  for  information,  and  I  have  the  honor  of  sob- 
mitting  to  your  consideration  the  following  copy  ot  his  remarks : 
•  "As  stated  in  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  Messrs.  Shepaid, 
Stanly;  and  other  members  of  Congress  from  North  Carolina,  I  think  most  fav^orably  of 
the  importance  of  Core  Sound  to  that  State,  and  to  the  United  States,  and  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  its  channel  ought  to  be  improved  and  to  an  extent  beyond  that  con- 
templated by  the  act  to  which  those  gentlemen  refer  in  their  letter  of  the  24th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

"  The  coast  between  Beaufort,  N.  C,  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay  for  a  leni^h  of  220  or 
230  miles,  is  nearly,  and  in  a  few  years  will  be  quite,  destitute  of  inlets  capable  of  ad- 
mitting even  the  smaller  class  of  coasters.  The  closing  of  those  which  formerly  existed— 
and  there  have  been  at  least  as  many  as  ten  or  fifteen — has  been  steadily  progressive. 
In  my  opinion — and  it  has  been  long  and  deliberately  formed,  and  frequently  ex- 
pressed— the  maintenance  of  a  direct  navigable  communicatiou  between  either  Albe- 
marle or  Pamplico  Sounds  and  the  ocean  is  impracticable.  I  purpose,  in  my  final  report, 
to  attempt  the  demonstration  of  this  proposition,  and  I  think  1  will  be  able  to  shov 
that  Ocracoke,  the  only  inlet  now  capable  of  admitting  the  passage  of  coasters,  will 
probably  also  close  in  a  few  years.  The  draught  of  water  into  the  sound  has  been 
reduo^  to  6|  f<96t  at  ordinary  high  tides,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  resist  the  encroachment  of  the  sand  upon  it.  By  the  storms  of  August,  Sep- 
tember, and  October  last,  these  efforts  were  paralyzed,  and  the  hope  of  improving  the 
inlet  was  abandoned. 

'^Assuming  the  impracticability  of  re-opening  and  maintaining  a  communicatioQ 
between  Albemarle  or  Pamplico  Sounds,  at  any  point  upon  the  coast  between  Cape 
Henry  and  Cape  Lookout,  we  have  only  left  for  the  trade  of  those  sounds,  and  of 
Chowan,  Roanoke,  Tar,  Neuse,  and  other  rivers,  their  tributaries,  an  opening  to  the 
north  by  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  and  to  the  south  by  Beaufort  Harbor,  at  Old  Top- 
sail Inlet.  Between  Pamplico  Sound  and  Beaufort  (as  stated  by  these  gentlemen)  lnte^ 
venes  Core  Sound,  which  is  between  38  and  39  miles  long,  and  in  which  are  several 
shoals,  some  having  little  more  than  4  feet  of  water  upon  them  at  times  of  very  low 
tides. 

"  Beaufort,  since  the  settlement  of  the  country,  has  never  bed  leas  than  15  or  16  M 
on  the  bar  of  its  inlet  at  high  tides.  It  has  now  perhaps  23  feet  at  high-tide ;  certaiolj 
it  has  nearly  that  depth,  and  there  are  a  few  bars  to  the  southward  of  it  with  mors. 
At  low-water  it  has  16^  feet.  A  navigable  communication  for  coasting- vessels  would, 
therefore,  open  for  the  trade  of  a  large  part  of  North  Carolina,  at  least  one  of  tbe  bee^ 
and,  taking  the  depth  of  water  at  low  tides,  the  character  of  the  bar,  and  the  safety 
of  the  coast  near  it  into  consideration,  perhaps  the  best,  Atlantic  harbor  south  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay. 

^'Several  routes  have  been  proposed,  some  of  them  have  been  surveyed,  and  one  of 
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tm  has  been  attempted,  bj'  which  to  connect  the  trade  of  the  sounds  herein  men- 
toed  with  Beaufort.  It  does  not  yet  appear  that  any  one  of  them  combines  as  many 
rantagea  as  that  by  Core  Sound,  or  that;  if  they  were  efieoted,  the  improvement  of 
is  soand  should  therefore  be  neelected. 

'  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter,  received  since  this  report  was  first  printed, 
im  a  merchant  of  New  Berne,  whose  testimony  is  worthy  of  coniidence.  It  is  not  im- 
ibable  that  the  statement  referred  to  in  it  may  be  correct,  although  the  depth  of 
iter  is  much  more  than  was  fouud  by  the  engineer  who  examined  the  bar  during  the 
nth  of  June  or  Julv,  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  gales  of  the  snmmer  and  autumn 
the  past  year  greatly  changed  the  position  and  depth  of  some  of  the  inlets  lying  im- 
idiately  west  of  Beaufort,  and  it  had  been  already  ascertained  that  their  force  and 
bet  were  strikingly  manifested  upon  Bogue  Banks,  which  form  the  western  side  of 
b  inlet. 

'**My  house  is  now  loading  the  fine  ship  Napoleon,  at  Beaufort,  533  tons.  She 
ftws  IS  feet  when  loaded.  Tne  caplain  told  me  he  sounded  on  the  bar,  and  coald  not 
t  less  than  24  feet  at  high- water.  She  is  bound  to  Liverpool,  and  I  have  her  cargo 
i  there,  carried  through  Core  Sound  from  New  Berne.  I  could  have  come  at  one-half 
B  expense  if  the  water  had  not  been  so  shallow.' 

''The  act  of  Congress  to  which  reference  has  been  made  proposes  a  depth  of  7  feet 
low-water,  and  a  breadth  of  50  yards,  for  the  dimensions  of  the  improved  chan- 
I.  The  depth  is,  perhaps,  as  great  as  could  be  attained  within  the  limits  of  any  ap- 
opriation  of  money  which  could  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  obtained.  The  breadth 
however,  insufficient  for  all  the  objects  of  the  improvement.  Two  hundred  yards 
mid  be  required  for  a  beating^hannel,  and  that  breadth  would  also  be  necessary  to 
ibie  vessels  to  continue  their  voyage  during  night  as  well  as  day. 
"The  surveys  of  last  year  are  in  a  state  to  enable  me  to  frame  a  project  for  the  im- 
ovemenc  of  the  sound  and  to  estimate  the  oust  of  it.  I  have  refrained  from  doing 
is,  and  I  had  reserved  it  until  all  the  surveys  proposed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March 
It  were  completed,  with  the  intention  of  presenting  the  whole  of  the  subject  of  an 
brad  commerce  south  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  Department  at  one  view,  not 
Dceiving  that  I  was  authorized  to  report  upon  detached  portions  of  the  subject.  I 
ire,  however,  considered  the  question  of  improvement  of  Core  Sound  sufficiently  to 
lible  me  to  say,  generally,  that  for  a  channel!  of  the  depth  and  breadth  mentioned  by 
r.  Shepard,  the  cost  would  be  somewhere  about  $30,000,  and,  for  the  one  I  have 
moeed,  abont  $300,000,  exclusive  of  any  jetties  or  other  works  which  might  possibly 
)ioand  necessary  to  protect  the  sides  of  the  channel  from  abrasion,  or  to  prevent  the 
aonel  itself  from  shifting ;  but  the  probability  of  which  I  do  not,  with  my  present 
lowledge  of  the  composition  of  the  bed  of  the  sound,  by  any  means  anticipate  if  the 
t^  plan  were  adopted. 

"We  are  not  dependent  upon  mere  speculation  for  our  opinion  of  the  importance  of 
lis  harbor;  it  was  made  manifest  by  the  war  of  iei2-'13-'14,  during  which  it  became 
le  depot  of  prizes  for  many  of  our  cruisers,  whence,  by  lighters,  their  cargoes  were 
rwarded  through  the  sounds,  and,  by  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  to  the  northern  cities. 
Dbacco  and  other  produce  were  sent  by  t^iat  route  firom  Petersburgh  to  foreign  mar- 
»tB,  whenever  the  Chesapeake  Bay  was  occupied  by  the  enemy.  The  following  ex- 
Mt  from  the  books  of  the  Treasury  Department  will  show  the  importance  of  Beaufort 
trbor  to  commerce  at  that  period,  and  its  contrast  with  the  usual  transactions  of  the 
irt: 


Year. 

Grofld  rev- 
enae. 

Tonnage  of 
the  port. 

JIO 

esssoo 

2,681  00 

18,116  00 

105,314  00 

74. 774  00 

4.809  00 

S,  358  00 

Tont. 

939 

fti '.*'* .      ..] ...;'; 

909 

rw ;*. 

1.023 
1.041 
1,4C6 
1.538 
1,344 

J13 

n4 

»i5 :: :; ;.; •.; 
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"At  the  period  we  are  now  speaking  of,  the  inland  communication  was  embarrassed 
tot  only  by  the  extreme  shoalness  of  Core  Sound,  which  still  continues,  but  the  Dismal 
Iwunp  Canal  had  then  but  a  depth  of  18  to  20  inches,  and  a  breadth  of  about  18  feet  at 
h»  nir&ce,  and  it  was  otherwise  in  so  defective  a  state  that  the  passage  through  it  was 
ometimes  altogether  interrupted.  The  canal  is  now,  or  is  propo^  to  be,  —  feet 
"^oftd  by  6  to  7  feet  deep.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  Ocracoke  had  then  about 
i  to  6  feet  in  its  channels  over  the  shoals  in  the  bay,  and  that  there  existed  a  navigable 
^omnmnication  between  Currituck  Sound  and  the  ocean. 

"Isabjoin  the  following  statements  to  enable  you  to  form  some  estimate  of  the 
v^ae  of  the  inland-trade  connected  with  the  sounds  which  lie  between  Beaufort^and 
ue  Chesapeake : 

27  E 
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"Amount  of  oeriain  articles  transported  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  during  the  years 

1833, 1834, 1835.  and  1636. 

"  Qaarter-tsasks  wine 639 

"Barrels  spirits 13,707 

"Barrels  pork 5,540 

"Barrel  flour 30,232 

"Barrels  fish 24,52« 

"Bales  cotton... 24,091 

"  Cubic  feet  scantling,  plank,  and  timber 960,672 

"Staves 23,450.211 

"Barrels  tar 59,421 

"  Hogsheads  sugar 890 

"Hogsheads  molasses 1.601 

"Bushels  salt 150, 9a5 

"Bushels  com 563,535 

"Bushels  wheat  and  flaxseed 31,004 

"Cords  wood 8,495 

"Shingles '. 100,154,475 

"Sundiies $17,800 

"  It  should  be  remarked  that  during  the  year  1835  the  navigation  of  the  canal  was 
obstructed  for  10  weeks,  and  in  1836  it  was  totally  suspended  ror  70  days. 

"  The  accompanying  statement,  prepared  for  me  by  the  collector  at  Ocracoke,  shows 
that  1.149  vessels,  averaging  100  tons  each,  passed  through  that  inlet  during  the  year 
ending  October  1, 1836,  of  which  893  were  bound  coastwise,  and  256  to  foreign  ports. 
In  June  last  the  expense  of  lighterage  at  Ocracoke  was  estimated  at  $100  per  vessel. 

"  It  is  known  that  because  of  the  difiBculty  of  getting  directly  to  sea  from  the  north- 
ern ports  of  North  Carolina,  much  produce  finds  its  way  to  market,  indirectly,  through 
the  three  commercial  cities  of  Virginia.  I  have  not  yet  taken  measures  for  estimating 
how  much,  uor  the  value  of  the  foreign  or  other  goods  which  enter  the  State  through 
those  cities. 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  improvement  of  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  as  a  general 
channel  of  communication  for  the  coasting-trade,  should  not  extend  to  the  westward  of 
Beaufort.  These  sounds  are  very  shallow ;  and  beyond  Swansboro'  they  are  generally 
filled  with  marshes,  through  which  wind  narrow,  tortuous  creeks,  in  which  we  find 
occasional  shoals  incapable  of  floating  at  low-tide  a  whale-boat  with  her  crew  on  board. 
Besides  which,  some  of  them  are  very  narrow,  and  the  sand-banks,  which  separate 
them  from  the  sea,  are  so  low  that  they  are  equally  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the  oceau 
or  of  the  enemy.  It  is  along  this  line  of  coast  that  we  find  New  River  Inlet,  as  well  as 
Bogue,  the  inlet  to  Whitock  River,  on  which  Swansboro'  is  situated. 

*^  The  remarks  which  the  gentlemen  have  made  respecting  New  River  are  undoubtedly 
very  sound,  while  their  views  are  limited  to  the  existing  connection  of  that  river 
with  the  interior,  and  they  measurably  apply  also  to  Whitock  River.  Should,  however,  a 
navigable  canal  be  made  uniting  the  waters  of  Neuse  River  with  the  northeast  branch 
of  Cape  Fear  River,  (and  my  surveys  of  the  past  season  have  satisfied  me  of  its  prac- 
ticability.) then  the  importance  not  only  of  New  River  and  Whitock,  but  of  Beaufort 
Harbor  also,  may  be  greatly  enhanced  by  establishing  a  connection  between  them  and 
the  canal,  a  connection  which  their  position  in  relation  to  it  would  invite,  and  one 
which  might  be  formed  at  an  expense  much  below  the  value  of  the  improvement  to 
the  coasting-trade  and  to  the  general  commerce  of  the  country,  especially  in  time  of  war. 

'* Memorandum  of  distances,  roughly  estimated  in  statute  mUes, 

"  Norfolk  to  Bogue  Point,  Beaufort  Harbor,  via  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  and  Core 
Sound,  206  miles. 

"  Norfolk,  via  Core  Sound  and  Beaufort,  to  the  main  bar  of  Cape  Fear  River,  350 
miles. 

"  Norfolk  to  Wilmington,  via  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  Albemarle,  Croatan,  and  Pamplico 
Sounds,  Neuse  River,  Slooum's  Creek,  and  experimental  line  of  canal  surveyed  last 
year,  (57i  miles,)  to  northeast  branch  of  Cape  Fear  River,  and  thence  to  Wilmington, 
302  miles. 

"  Norfolk,  via  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  ocean,  to  Beaufort  Harbor,-  about  260  miles. 

"  An  error  appears  to  have  been  fallen  into  respecting  the  authority  under  which  the 
surveys  were  made.  That  authority  is  altogether  distinct  from  that  for  executing  the 
work.  But  it  was  necessary  that  a  survey  should  be  made,  and  a  plan  of  improve- 
ment be  adopted  before  the  work  was  undertaken.  It  so  happened  that  the  appro- 
priation for  the  special  work  on  Core  Island  was  made  before  the  appropriation  and 
authority  for  the  general  survey  and  plans  for  an  inland  communication  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Charleston.  The  two  duties  were  assigned  to  separate  branchea  of 
the  service.    The  executiou  of  the  work  on  Core  Sound,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the 
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en^^ineers  of  fortificatioD,  as  was  likewise  the  special  survey  and  improvement  of  New 
River ;  after  which,  and  before  the  engineers  char^^ed  with  the  special  improvement 
had  commenced  operations  in  the  field,  came  the  authority  and  means  for  making  the 
general  survey,  6lc.,  the  execution  of  which  was  given  in  charge  to  the  topographical 
engineers. 

"  It  would  seem  that  at  New  River  Inlet,  the  obstructions  have  been  surveyed  under 
the  authority  granted  for  its  improvement,  but  that  Core  Sound  has  not  been,  and 
that  the  work  of  improvement  has  not  been  commenced  at  either  place)  but  that  prepa- 
rations have  been  made  toward  it,  and  that  the  work  of  Core  Sound  halts  for  lack  of 
survey  and  plans. 

"  Both  Core  Sound  and  Ne;^  River  fall  within  the  line  of  operations  of  the  officer 
charged  with  investigating  the  general  question  of  an  inland  coastwise  commnnication 
to  Charleston ;  and  the  sound  has  been  surveyed,  and  the  work  has  been  for  some  time 
past  in  a  state  of  preparation  to  enable  him  to  form  a  general  plan  of  improvement, 
and  to  estimate  the  cost  of  executing  it,  at  least  so  far  as  the  excavation  of  the  chan- 
nel is  concerned. 

"  The  plan  of  improvement  which  he  would  recommend  exceeds  greatly  in  extent  and 
point  of  expense,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  the  improvement  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Congress.  It  is  connected  with  a  general  system  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  coasting- trade  of  the  Union  in  peace,  and  its  protection  during 
war. 

*^  It  has  been  questioned  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  duty  whether,  on  the  one 
hand,  his  plans  shoald  be  narrowed  down  to  the  limited  object  which  the  legislature 
were  apparently  contemplating  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1824 ;  or,  on 
the  other  band,  would  he  be  warranted  in  proposing  nis  plan,  or  could  the  Department 
undertake  the  execution,  without  legislative  sanction  of  a  project  so  far  exceeding  in 
dimensions  and  cost  the  one  which  the  act  referred  to  had  indicated  f 

'^  Again,  it  was  believed  that  the  general  inland  coastwise  navigation  should  abandon 
the  sounds,  and  be  carried  inland,  at  least  firom  the  waters  of  the  Neuse  to  those  of  Cape 
Fear  River ;  although,  apparently,  the  legislature  deemed  that  it  might  follow  the  line 
of  sounds  upon  the  coast,  from  Pamlico  to  the  vicinity  of  the  new  inlet  of  Cape  Fear. 
At  the  same  time  the  engineer  was  persuaded  that  Beaufort  Harbor  was  so  important 
to  commerce,  that  it  deserved  to  be  made  the  principal  inlet  to  the  great  sounds  of 
North  Carolina,  and  that  Core  Sound  should  be  improved  so  as  to  become  a  most  im- 
portant branch  of  the  general  inland  communication. 

*'  Upon  so  serious  a  subject  it  was  to  be  questioned  whether  the  Department  would 
be  warranted  in  compromising  the  legislature.  It  is  yet  a  question  for  the  Department 
how  far  the  selection  of  either  route  may  compromise  the  execution  of  the  other. 

'*  The  officer  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  surveys  asks  the  orders  of  the  De- 
partment to  report  on  any  detached  portions  of  the  work. 

'^  Should  it,  nevertheless,  be  deemed  expedient  to  open  the  channel  of  Core  Sound  at 
as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  in  anticipation  of  the  restriction  of  Ocracoke  Inlet,  or  to 
provide  against  the  contingency  of  war,  an  increased  appropriation  ought  to  be  asked 
for,  so  as  to  make  the  fund  available  for  the  current  year  amount  to  forty  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  , 

"J.  Eearioet, 
**  Lteuienani-Colanel  Topographical  JCngiiwers," 

Respectfully  submitted  by,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  Abert, 
LieufenanUColonel  TopograpMcal  Engineers. 
Hon.  J.  R.  Poinsett, 

Secretary  of  War. 


2.— REMARKS  AND  CONDENSED  HISTORICAL  EXTRACTS  RELATING  TO  CHANGES  IN  COAST- 
LINE OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

"  Hakluyt's  collection  of  voyages,  imprinted  in  London  in  the  year  1600,"  giving  the 
original  report  made  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

First  voyage  was  "  made  to  the  coast  of  America  in  two  barks."  wherein  were 
Captaines  Master  Philip  Amadas  and  Master  Arthur  Barlowe,  who  discovered  part  of 
the  country  now  called  Virginia,  anno  1584.    Written  by  one  of  the  said  captaines." 

April  27.— "In  the  year  of  our  redemption  1584  we  departed  the  coast  of  England  by 
way  of  the  West  Indies,"  and  arrived  on  the  coast  of  Carolina  July  4, 1584.  The  fleet 
sailed  along  the  land  for  120  miles  before  finding  an  entrance.  "The  first  that  offered 
itself  we  entered,  though  not  without  some  difficulty."  The  beach  lay  stretching  itself 
to  the  west,  which  they  found  to  be  an  island  20  miles  long  and  6  broad. 

This  account  agrees  more  nearly  with  the  coast  near  Ocra«oke  Inlet.  The  beach 
here  extends  nearly  east  and  west  for  a  short  distance,  although  its  general  trend  is 
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southwest,  and  the  broadest  part  of  the  "bank''  is  found  at  Cape  Hatteras.  At  the 
present  time  this  breadth  is  not  more  than  3  miles;  but  it  seems  probable,  from  the  old 
mapS;  that  at  one  time  it  was  much  wider.  This  locality^  is  partly  identified  by  the 
visit  of  the  Indian  Granginemeo,  (the  brother  of  King  Wmgina,)  who  appears  to  have 
lived  at  Roanoke  Island.  Aft^r  the  visit  of  the  Indians,  the  account  proceeds : 
p  <' Myself,  with  seven  more  men,  went  20  miles  up  the  river  that  runneth  toward  the 
city  of  Skicoak,  which  river  they  call  Occam,  and  the  evening  following  to  an  island 
which  they  call  Roauoak,  distant  from  the  harbor  by  which  we  entered  7  leagues." 

A  village  is  mentioned  on  the  north  end  of  the  island,  where  they  were  met  by  the 
wife  of  Granginemeo.  I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  distance  of  7  leagues 
cannot  be  reconciled  with  the  distance  of  Roanoke  Island  from  Ocracoke,  or  any 
other  practicable  inlet.  Nor  can  the  sound,  which  is  subsequently  called  a  great  sea, 
be  identified  with  the  river  Occam.  But  the  following  passage  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  Alligator  River  might  be  the  Occam  of  that  date,  for  this  river  can,  on  account  of 
its  width  and  depth,  be  properly  called  "  the  great  river." 

The  city  of  Pomeiock,  then  situated  on  Mattamuskeet  Lake,  was  also  near  the  head 
of  the  river  Occam,  and  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  route  from  this  city  to  Ski- 
coak, according  to  Hariot's  map,  would  be  by  the  channel  of  this  river.  "  Beyond  this 
island,''  (Roanoke,)  continues  the  narrative,  "  is  the  main-land,  and  over  against  this 
island"  (ought  it  not  to  be  main-laud?)  "falleth  into  the  spacious  water"  (Albemarle 
Sound)  "  the  great  river  called  Occam  by  the  inhabitants,  on  which  standeth  a  town 
called  Pomeiock,  and  six  days' journey  from  the  same  is  situated  their  greatest  city, 
called  Skicoak." 

This  city  was  situated  somewhere  between  Suffolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  the 
most  convenient  and  shortest  route  from  Pomeiock  would  have  been  by  the  way  of 
the  Alligator  River,  which  I  suppose  to  be  Occam.  The  statement  of  Amadas  that  he 
and  seven  men,  after  reaching  the  main-land  opposite  Ocracoke  Inlet,  passed  "  20  miles 
up  the  river  that  runneth  toward  the  city  of  Skicoak,  which  river  they  call  Occam," 
is  not  so  easy  of  explanation.  Pamplico  Sound  could  not  be  mistaken  for  a  river,  as 
it  is  throughout  called  a  great  sea  or  sound.  The  most  plausible  explanation  is  that 
Long  Shoal  River  was  at  that  time  connected  with  Alligator  River.  This  is  pro- 
bable, because,  at  the  present  time,  it  is  barely  closed,  and  the  rapid  shoaling  and  fill- 
ing of  bays  and  channels  in  this  locality  by  weeds,  aquatic  plants,  and  sediment  has 
been  often  observed.  The  only  explanation  I  can  offer  for  the  erroneous  statement 
of  the  distance  of  Roanoke  Island  is,  that  the  writer  made  no  measurements,  but 
thought  that  the  inlet  where  he  entered,  the  main  where  he  lauded,  and  the  island 
formed  (judging  by  the  eye)  an  equilateral  triangle.  Seven  leagues  is  very  nearly  the 
correct  distance  of  the  ^*  inlet  where  he  entered"  from  the  main.  By  a  natural  error 
this  distance  was  supposed  to  be  the  same  as  to  the  island,  which  they^  reached  the 
"  evening  following." 

lu  the  History  of  Francis  Xavier  Martin,  published  in  New  Orleans  in  1629,  the  river 
Occam  is  supposed  to  be  identical  with  Pamplico  Sound,  but  the  original  reports  do  not 
sustain  this  conjecture. 

The  exploring  party  pushed  their  examination  toward  the  southern  part  of  the 
sound.  They  visited  the  town  of  Sequotan,  on  Pamplica  and  Neuse  Rivers.  Here  they 
learneji  that,  twenty-six  years  previous,  a  ship  had  been  cast  ashore,  and  that  the  men 
who  were  saved,  after  remaining  ten  days  on  an  **  out  uninhabited  island  called  Wo- 
kokon,"  obtained  some  boats  of  the  country,  and  lashing  two  together  and  making 
sails  of  their  shirts,  attempted  to  escape,  bat  were  cast  ashore. 

Amadas  examined  Albemarle  Sound,  and  passed  up  the  Chowan  River  1>o  the  Cipo 
and  Nomopana,  supposed  to  be  the  Nottoway  and  Menerrin,  or  Black  water  Rivers.  On 
one  of  these  was  situated  the  great  town  of  Chowanook. 

The  sounds  are  described  generally,  and  the  number  of  navigable  inlets  appear  to 
have  been  the  same  as  are  found  at  the  present  day.  '*After  we  entered  the  haven," 
(or  sound,)  "  we  saw  before  us  another  mighty  long  «ea,  for  there  lyeth  along  the  coast 
a  tract  of  islands  200  miles  in  length,  adjoining  the  ocean  sea,  and  between  the 
islands  two  or  three  entrances,  whicn,  when  you  have  entered  between  them,  (these 
islands  being  narrow  for  the  most  part,  in  most  places  6  miles  broad,  in  some  places 
less,  in  few  more,  there  appeareth  another  great  sea,  containing,  in  width,  in  some 
places  40,  in  some  50,  in  some  20  miles  over,  before  you  come  to  tne  continent,  and  in 
the  inclosed  sea  there  are  about  one  hundrea  islands  of  divers  bigness,  whereof  one  is 
16  miles  long,  on  which  we  live,  finding  it  most  pleasant  and  fertile  ground."  The 
present  Roanoke  Island  is  but  11  miles  long,  but  has  been  and  is  still  being  washed 
away.  The  waidiing  is  particularly  active  on  the  sides,  or  next  to  Roanoke  and  Croatan 
Sounds. 

This  expedition  returned  with  such  glowing  accounts  of  their  discoveries,  that  Sir 
Walter  fitted  out  a  second. 

Second  voyage, 

April  9, 1585.— The  second  fleet  of  seven  vessels  sailed  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Richard  Greenville,  (also  written  Grinvilleand  Grenville,)  with  the  intention  of  estab- 
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lishing  a  permaneDt  colony.  Two  of  the  ships  were  of  140  tons  burden,  one  of  100 
tons,  and  one  of  50  tons,  with  two  pinnaces  and  two  small  boats.  Tnking  the  West 
India  ronte,  they  reached  Wokokan  Jane  26. 

Next  day  the  Tiger,  140  tons,  is  lost  trying  to  enter  the  harbor. 

Jnly  3. — They  send  a  messenger  to  Wingina,  supposed  to  be  with  his  brother  on  Roa- 
noke Island. 

July  6. — ^Two  ship's  officers  were  sent  to  Croatan,  where  two  mnn  had  been  loft  the 
day  before.  • 

July  11. — "The  general,  (Greenville,)  accompanied  In  the  tilt-boat  with  Master  John 
Amndell,  Master  Stakely,  and  divers  other  gentlemen  ;  Master  Lane,  Master  Candish, 
Master  Hariot,  (the  astronomer,)  and  twenty  others  in  two  pinesses;.  Captain  Amadas, 
Captain  Clarke,  with  ten  others  in  a  ship's  boat ;  Thomas  Brookes  and  John  White  in 
another  boat,  (35  to  40  in  all,)  passed  over  the  water  from  Wokokon  to  the  main-land, 
victnalled  for  eight  days" — in  which  expedition  they  discover  the  "  town  of  Pomeiock," 
^near  Lake  Mattamnskeet,)  "Aquascogoc,  Secotan,  and  also  the  great  lake,  Paqaiqne, 
(or  Mattamnskeet,)  with  divers  other  places,  and  returned  with  that  discovery  to  oar 
fleet."  From  the  statement,  the  fleet,  after  the  loss  of  the  Tiger,  appears  to  have  an- 
chored outside.  The  course  of  the  expedition  was  directly  across  the  sound  from  Wo- 
kokon (Ocracoke)  to  the  main  near  Pomeiook,  (on  the  bank  of  Mattamnskeet ;)  then 
they  visited  Pango,  Pamplico,  and  Neuse  Rivers. 

The  12th,  13th,  14th,  15th,  and  16th  of  July  were  spent  in  revisiting  these  same 
loealities. 

In  order  to  identify  the  points  above  mentioned,  the  reader  mast  refer  to  Hariot's 
maps,  which  have  been  mentioned  before. 

July  21. — ^The  fleet  weigh  anchor  for  Hatorask,  (not  Cape  Hatteras,  but  some  point 
at  or  near  Oregon  Inlet.) 

July  27.— The  fleet  anchored  at  Hatorask.  It  must,  therefore,  have  taken  sis  days 
for  the  fleet  to  have  beat  around  Cape  Hatteras. 

July  29.— Grangino,  brother  of  King  Winona,  came  on  board  the  Admiral. 

J u^ii«£  25.— General  Sir  Richard  Greenville  weighed  anchor,  after  leaving  Phillip 
Amadas,  Arthur  Hariot,  and  others,  numbering  at  least  107  Individuals,  under  Ralph 
Lane  as  governor. 

The  further  account  of  the  colony  is  found  in  the  report  of  Governor  Lane.  Lane 
sent  out  exploring  parties.  These  expeditions  were  made  in  a  four-oared  boat,  capable 
of  carrying  fifteen  men  and  seven  days'  provisions. 

"To  the  northwest,"  says  Lane,  "the  farthest  place  of  discovery  was  Chawanook, 
distant  from  Roanoke  (Island)  130  miles."  After  mentioning  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  nar- 
rative continues :  "  Our  passage  lyeth  through  a  broad  sound,  (Albemarle,)  but  all 
fresh  water  and  the  channel  of  great  depth,  navigable  for  good  shipping,  but  out  of  the 
channel  full  of  shoals."  The  town  of  Chawanook,  which  was  near  the  Chowan  River, 
could,  he  states,  put  700  men  in  the  field. 

He  discovers  the  rapid  rivers  of  Moratnc  and  Marattico,  outlets  of  the  Roanoke, 
which  empty  into  the  sound  of  Weopomeick  or  Albemarle. 

About  this  time  thefts  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  wrongs  and  suspicions  on  both 
sides,  led  to  unfriendly  feeling  between  the  whites  and  the  natives.  A  fight  occurred, 
and  Wingina  was  killed. 

In  June,  1558,  Captain  Stafford  reported  that  "he  had  discovered  a  fleet  of  23  sail  off 
the  coast."  It  proved  to  be  that  of  the  brave  and  skillful  navigator,  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
who,  after  harrying  the  Spanish  Indies,  was  returning  to  England. 

This  able  commander  at  once  comprehended  the  necessities  of  his  countrymen,  and 
"  made  bountiful  and  honorable  offers,"  "  not  only  of  victuals,  provisions,  munitions, 
clothing,  but  also  of  barks,  pinesses,  and  boats,  they  also  to  be  manned  and  famished 
to  my  contentation."  He  first  placed  at  Lane's  disposal  a  70-ton  ship,  fully  provisioned 
and  equipped,  but  a  storm  arising  she  was  blown  to  sea.  He  then  "  appointed  another 
of  170  tons,"  but  the  master  "  u>ottld  not,  for  anythingf  undertalce  to  oring  her  into  the 
harbor,*^ 

Much  discontent  and  discussion  now  arose,  and  the  colonists  petitioned  Lane  to  take 
them  back  to  England.  Sir  Francis  Drake  acceding,  the  colony  returned,  reaching 
England  July,  1586,  after  a  passage  of  thirty  days.  Lane  had  remained  in  North  Caro- 
lina from  the  17th  of  August,  1585f  to  the  18th  of  Jnne,  1586. 

Third  voyage,  1586. 

This  voyage  was  made  for  the  relief  of  the  colony  sent  by  Sir  Walter  in  1585,  who 
-was  ignorant  of  their  departure.  A  ship  of  100  tons  was  first  sent,  and  fourteen  or 
fifteen  days  later  Sir  Richard  Greenville  sailed  with  three  ships.  But  the  colony,  as  has 
been  related,  had  left  Carolina,  and  were  already  near  their  native  country.  Sir  Rich- 
ard, after  a  short  stay,  concluded  to  leave  15  men  on  Roanoke  Island  and  to  return. 

Fourth  voyage. 

"Sir  Walter  again  fitted  out  three  ships,  one  of  120  tons,  one  fly-boat  and  pinesses 
and  prepared  a  second  colony  of  150  men,  to  be  sent  under  the  charge  of  John  White, 
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whom  he  appointed  {irovernor,  and  also  appointed  unto  him  12  asHistants,  and  incorpo- 
rated them  un^r  the  name  of  governor  and  assistants  of  the  city  of  Raleigh,  in  Vir- 
ginia." 

July  16,  the  fleet  made  Cape  Fear,  which  the  pilot  mistook  for  Croatan.  (See  Hariot's 
map.) 

Jnly  20,  they  reached  Hatorask,  (Oregon  Inlet.)  The  governor,  with  40  men,  pre- 
pared *^  to  pass  np  the  Roanoke  Island  forthwith,''  hoping  to  find  the  15  men 
who  had  been  left  the  previous  year  by  Sir  Richard  GreenvUle.  On  inquiry  of  the 
Croatan  Indians  they  learned  that  the  ]5  Englishmen  had  been  set  on  and  slain  by  30 
of  the  men  of  Seoota,  Agasoogoc,  and  Dasamohqaepenc,  living  between  the  month  of 
Alligator  River  and  Pnngo  River. 

To  reven^  this  act  they  make  a  night  attack  under  the  guidance  of  Manteo,  (an 
Indian,)  and  slaughter  by  mistake  some  friendly  Indians. 

^*  On  the  21st  of  August,  as  the  Lyon,  100  tons,  and  the  fly-boat  were  almost  ready 
to  depart,  there  arose  such  a  tempest  from  the  northeast  that  our  admiral,  then  ridioK 
out  of  the  harbor,  was  forced  to  cut  his  cable  and  put  to  sea,  where  he  lay  beating  on 
and  on  for  six  days." 

In  the  mean  time.  Governor  White,  being  earnestly  entreated  by  the  colonists  to 
return,  departed  ftom  Roanoke  Island  **  the  seven  and  twentieth  day  of  Angus  t,  in  the 
morning,  and  the  same  day,  at  midnight,  came  on  board  the  fly-boat,  which  had  already 
weighed  anchor,  and  rode  without  the  barrier,  the  admiral  riding  by  them,  who  but 
the  same  morning  was  newly  come  thereto  again." 

If  the  fleet  were  at  that  time  off  Oregon  Inlet,  the  colonists  would  have  required  the 
time  mentioned  to  have  rowed  and  beat  under  sail  from  the  island  to  the  anchorage. 
The  same  day,  August  21,  they  set  sail  for  England.  The  report  closes  with  a  list  of  the 
colonists,  127  in  aU,  among  whom  were  17  women,  9  boys,  and  2  children,  the  latter  born 
in  North  Carolina. 

On  the  22d  of  AprU,  158R,  Governor  White  again  sailed  for  America,  but  while  under- 
taking a  little  side  enterprise  of  his  own  against  the  Spanish  commerce,  he  was  himself 
captured. 

I\fth  voyage. 

On  the  20th  of  March,  1590,  Sir  Walter  sent  three  ships  under  Governor  White,  who, 
as  usual,  took  the  southern  route  near  the  West  Indies,  and  came  to  anchor  near  a  nar- 
row island  supposed  to  be  Wokokon. 

Jvguai  3. — They  found  themselves  off  the  coast, ''  in  latitude  34,"  near  Cape  Fear. 

August  19. — "Anchor  in  9  fathoms  water  in  35  degrees  of  latitude,  near  a  long,  nar- 
row island  west  of  Wokokon.  Between  the  main  (as  we  supposed)  and  this  island  is 
but  one  mile  over,  and  3  or  4  feet  deep  in  most  places."  This  description  agrees  with 
Core  Sound,  but  the  latitude  is  near  34^  45'  rather  than  35^. 

August  12. — "Anchor  at  northeast  end  of  Croatoan  (Cape  Hatteras)  by  reason  of  a 
breach  (channel  through  the  Hatteras  Shoals)  which  we  i>eroeived  to  lie  out  2  or  3 
leagues  in  the  sea,  where  we  rode  all  night,"  "the  ship  riding  in 5  fathoms,  at  a  ship's 
length  it  was  4^,  then  deepening  or  shoaling  for  2  miles,  so  tnat  sometimes  we  found 
5  fathoms  and  by  and  by  7,  and  within  two  casts  of  the  lead  9  and  then  8  fathoms ; 
next  cast  5  and  then  6,  next  4  and  then  9  again  and  deepening,  but  3  fathoms  was  the 
last  at  2  leagues  from  the  shore."  "  This  breach  lyeth  near  the  northeast  point  of 
Croatoan  Island,  whereat  ^oeth  a  fret  into  the  inner  waters,  which  part  the  islands 
(barrier  reefs)  from  the  mam  land." 

August  15. — Anchor  at  Hatorask. 

August  16. — ^They  send  a  boat  on  shore— latitude  36^^. 

August  17. — They  prepared  to  "go  up  to  Roanoke  Island."  "The  wind  blowing 
northeast,  the  sea  broke  extremely  on  the  bar,"  so  that  the  adroiraPs  boat  was  nearly 
swamped  while  passing  in  at  the  inlet,  and  the  second  boat  was  upset,  and  7  out  of 
11  men  were  drowned.  After  this  accident  two  boats  were  again  sent  out  with 
19  men  for  Hatorask.  They  anchored  that  night  at  Roanoke  Isl^d  and  landed  the 
next  morning.  Here  they  found  the  recent  loot-prints  of  sava^.  "As  we  entered 
up  a  sandy  bank,  upon  a  tree  near  the  very  brow  thereof  was  curiously  carved  in  £eur 
Romaine  letters  '  Cro,'  which  letters  presently  we  knew  to  signify  the  place  where  I 
should  find  the  planters  seated,  according  to  a  secret  token  agreed  upon  between  these 
men  and  me  at  my  last  departure  from  them,  which  was  that,  in  any  ways,  they  should 
not  fail  to  write  or  carve  on  trees,  post,  or  dores  the  name  of  the  place  where  they 
should  be  seated,  for  at  my  coming  away  they  were  proposing  to  remove  into  the  main ; 
therefore,  at  my  departure  in  1587, 1  willed  that  if  they  should  happen  to  be  diatreesed, 
that  they  should  carve  over  the  letters  or  name  a  cross."  "  Having  well  considered 
this,  we  pass  toward  the  place  where  they  were  left  in  sundry  houses,  but  we  found 
the  houses  taken  down  and  the  ^lace  strongly  inclosed  with  a  high  pallasade  of  trees ; 
on  the  chief  tree  or  post  on  the  right  of  the  entrance  had  the  bark  taken  off,  and  5  feet 
from  the  ground,  in  fair  capital  letters,  was  engraven  *  Croatan,'  without  cross  or  sign 
of  distress."  Here  also  they  found  "  bars  of  iron,  pigges  of  lead,  and  iron  tools,  over- 
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^own  with  weeds  and  grass."  Not  far  ofif  they  "  find  divers  chests  broken  up/'  and 
in  the  end  of  a  trench,  made  by  Captain  Amadas,  five  chests  wore  found,  three  of  which 
White  recognized  as  his  own,  also  some  books  torn  from  their  covers,  and  the  *'  frames 
of  some  of  my  pictures  and  maps,  and  my  armor  almost  eaten  throagh  with  rust.  This 
could  be  no  other  than  the  deed  of  the  savages,  our  enemies,  the  Dasamaqueheuk.'' 

While  looking  for  water  a  storm  arose,  which  obliged  the  men  to  leave  the  casks  on 
the  island.  The  wind  increasing  at  night,  they  double  their  anchors  and  cables.  The 
next  day  they  weigh  anchor  for  Croatan,  (now  Ocracoke,)  but  before  leaving  came  near 
grounding  at  Kendrick's  Mount. 

From  the  above  account  of  the  fifth  voyage  it  would  seem  that  the  fleet,  after  dis- 
patching the  two  boats  through  Oregon  Inlet,  (Hatorask,)  had  moved  down  the  coast 
to  the  safer  anchorage  near  Croatan  or  Cape  Hatteras. 

The  latitude  of  the  breach  out  at  sea,  which  they  so  carefully  sounded,  would  place 
it  near  Wimble's  Shoals,  but  the  description  proves  that  this  must  be  an  error,  the 
latitude  being  25'  too  far  north. 

The  latitude  of  Hatorask,  the  description  of  which  corresponds  with  Oregon  Inlet, 
is  given  as  in  36^  degrees  by  Governor  White,  but  this  would  place  the  inlet  near 
Trinity  Harbor,  an  impassable  inlet  north  of  Roanoke  Island,  according  to  Harlot's 
map.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  suppose  an  error  of  33'  in  this  latitude  in  order  to 
explain  the  discrepancies. 

It  will  be  seen  from  tbe  historical  exti^acts  of  this  note  that  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
never  visited  the  coast  of  Carolina,  and  that  one  of  his  fleets  entered  Ocracoke,  tue 
others  anchoring  off  Hatteras  or  Oregon  Inlets  untU  they  disembarked  the  explorers  or 
colonists. 

Roanoke  Inlet  does  not  appear  on  any  of  the  maps  until  1708.  After  that  date  it 
assumes  importance  on  the  maps.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  as  this  part  of  the 
coast  ceased  to  be  visited  at  this  date,  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bars  of  many  of  the 
inlets  was  greatly  exaggerated. 

All  the  labor,  suffering,  bravery,  and  endurance  manifested  on  these  expeditions 
proved  ineffective  in  establishing  a  colony.  In  1603  there  was  not  a  single  individual 
left  on  the  main.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  had  so  liberally  supplied  the  means,  was 
beheaded  in  1618. 

About  the  period  of  the  Revolution  the  maps  of  our  coast,  published  by  the  English 
government,  began  to  assume  greater  accuracy,  but  it  was  not  until  the  charts  of  the 
United  States  Coast  Survey  were  published  that  any  accurate  representation  of  our 
harbors  and  coast-lines  could  be  obtained. 


3.— lefter  of  presidrkt  of  the  albemarle  and  chesapeake  canal  company. 

Office  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  July  2, 1875. 

Sir  :  The  southern  branch  of  the  Elizabeth  River,  which  affords  navigation  from  the 
city  of  Norfolk  to  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  having  been  placed  under 
your  direction,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  improvements  suggested 
by  Col.  William  P.  Craighill,  United  States  Engineers,  and  partially  executed  under 
his  direction,  together  with  those  subsequently  designed  and  executed  by  you,  have 
greatly  improved  the  natural  channel. 

Steamers  and  sail- vessels  bound  to  North  Carolina  and  parts  farther  south  may  now 
leave  Norfolk  at  anv  state  of  the  tide  and  reach  the  canal  without  delay.  In  my  letter 
to  Colonel  Craighill,  dated  July  23, 1874, 1  expressed  the  hope  that  Congress  would 
reco^ize  the  importance  of  an  inland  water-route  from  the  New  England  States  to 
Florida,  and  perhaps  to  Texas ;  and  it  was  with  great  pleasure  I  noticed  that  at  its 
late  session  it  provided  for  a  survey  of  **  a  line  between  the  Neuse  and  Cape  Fear  Riv- 
ers, in  North  Carolina,  with  a  view  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  same,  and  a  like  line 
with  a  view  to  connect  the  waters  of  Norfolk  Harbor,  in  Virginia,  with  the  waters  of 
the  Cape  Fear  River,  at  or  near  Wilmington,  N.  C."  The  great  inland  water-line 
from  New  York  to  North  Carolina,  now  completed  by  means  of  the  Albemarle  and  Ches- 
apeake, Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canals,  is  of  vast 
importance,  both  in  a  commercial  and  military  point  of  view :  and  to  continue  this 
line  to  Florida,  and  perhaps  to  Texas,  at  some  future  day,  should  engage  the  attention 
of  the  General  and  State  governments.  Nature  has  almost  given  us  this  line.  A  few 
short  canals,  and  a  little  improvement  in  tbe  natural  water-courses,  will  give  us  this 
much-to-be-desired  and  safe  channel.  The  present  existing  line,  commenciug  at  our 
great  commercial  emporium,  is  as  follows : 


1. — Neio  York  to  Philadelphia. 

feet  T 
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2. — Philadelphia  to  Baltimore. 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  length  14  miles;  locks,  24  feet  wide  and  220  feet 
long;  navigable  to  vessels  drawing  10  feet. 

3. — Baltimore  to  Xorth  Carolina. 

Tico  routes.  1.  Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  length,  29  miles;  five  locks  17  feet  wi^and 
94  feet  long  ;  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  4  feet. 

2.  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  length  14  miles;  one  lock,  40  feet  wide  and 
220  feet  long ;  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  7  feet,  and  miter-sill  of  lock  placed  for  10 
feet. 

From  North  Carolina  southward  the  line  of  inland  navigation  has  not  been  deter- 
mined. A  party  of  engineers,  under  yonr  direction,  have  gone  to  explore  the  coantry, 
and  I  trust  will  find  a  suitable  route.  The  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  was  built  at  an  early 
period  of  our  history,  and  more  in  reference  to  procuring  lumber  and  shingles  from 
the  Qreat  Dismal  Swamp  than  for  the  purposes  of  navigation ;  in  fact,  its  present 
charter  was  procured  from  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  as  early  as  1786, 
and  its  locks  constructed  of  wood,  and  affording  navigation  only  for  lighters.  About 
the  year  1818,  Congress  having  aided  the  company  by  a  liberal  subscription  to  its 
stock,  the  canal  was  enlarged  to  its  present  capacity,  and  stone  locks  substituted  for 
those  of  wood.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  with  its 
great  stone  lock,  enlarged  canal,  and  inexhaustible  supply  of  water,  conetructed  espedaUif 
for  the  use  of  steamy  the  trade  that  formerly  sought  a  market  through  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal  has  been  diverted  through  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  as  will  more 
fully  appear  by  reference  to  the  last  annual  reports  of  the  two  companies.  The  Albe- 
marle and  Chesapeake  Canal  has  no  toio-path,  steam  being  exclusively  used  in  towing 
and  transportation.  During  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1874,  the  following 
vessels  passed  through  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  viz :  Steamers,  2,214 ; 
schooners,  1,607 ;  sloops,  654 ;  barges,  338 ;  lighters,  937 ;  boats,  411 ;  rafts,  122 ;  total, 
6,283. 

For  the  nine  mouths  ending  June  30, 1875,  steamers,  1,885;  schooners,  1,368;  sloops, 
554 ;  barges,  246 ;  boats,  182 ;  rafts,  54 ;  lighters,  539 ;  total,  4,82d. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Marshall  Parks, 
President  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Abert, 

United  States  Civil  Engineer. 

4.  LETTER   FROM   HON.  WM.  J.  M'ALPIXE,  CIVIL  ENGINEER,  ON  THE  CAPACITY  OF  THE 
ALBEMARLE    AND  CHESAPEAKE  CANAL  FOR  TONNAGE. 

Albany,  Fehrunry  25, 1871. 

Dear  Sir:  Ton  have  requested  from  me  a  statement  of  the  capacity  of  yonr  canal, 
and  as  compared  with  that  of  the  New  York  Erie  Canal. 

The  actual  capacity  of  a  canal  is  measured  by  the  tonnage  of  the  boats  which  the 
locks  will  allow  to  pass,  and  the  time  required  to  bring  the  boats  into,  lock  them 
through,  and  pass  from,  leaving  the  locks  ready  for  the  entrance  of  a  second  boat. 

When  the  boats  present  themselves  in  regular  order  for  alternate  lockings,  the 
capacity  of  a  canal  like  yours  becomes  enormous. 

In  reply  to  your  categorical  questions,  I  have  therefore  at  first  to  assume  the  above 
conditions. 

Your  lock  will  allow  boat«  of  a  displacement  which  will  average  200  feet  long,  40 
feet  beam,  and  6  to  7  feet  draught,  or  about  1,500  tons,  weight  of  boat  and  cargo,  or  of 
about  1,000  tons  of  cargo  alone. 

The  lift  of  your  entrance-lock  varies  from  1  to  4  feet--depending  on  the  tides  and 
the  prevailing  winds  of  the  Atlantic.  Six  boats  an  hour  moving  in  the  same  direction 
can  be  lockecf through,  or  ten  boats  an  hour,  if  they  present  themselves  alternately  in 
each  direction. 

This  would  give  either  240  or  144  boats  per  day,  and  allowing  fifteen  days  in  each 
year  for  obstruction  by  ice,  &c.,  would  show  a  capacity  of  from  eighty-four  to  fifty 
million  of  tons  annually. 

The  Erie  Canal  locks  allow  the  passage  of  boats  with  a  displacement  equal  to  an 
average  of  100  feet  length,  17^  feet  beam,  and  6  feet  draught,  giving  327  tons  of  weight 
for  the  boat  and  carjK),  or  250  tons  of  cargo  alone. 

Three  hundred  lockages  are  often  made  in  one  day  with  the  aid  of  its  double  locks, 
or  one  lockage  every  five  minutes  through  locks  of  8  to  10  feet  lift,  which  for  eij^ht 
months,  or  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  working-days,  would  give  an  annual  capacity 
of  about  seventeen  million  of  tons. 

The  Erie  Canal  is  closed  by  ice  for  nearly  four  months  in  each  year. 

There  are  seasons  of  the  working- year  when  the  boats  present  themselves  unequally 
in  the  opposite  direction,  and  at  others  when  the  business  does  not>d^mand  the  use  of 
^*  .jitizedbyCjOOgre 
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all  the  boats,  bo  that  even  with  the  double  locks  the  greatest  amonnt  of  tonnage  ever 
carried  throagh  the  Erie  Canal  in  the  eight  months  was  about  six  and  a  half  million 
tons. 

The  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  locks  allow  vessels  of  fonr  times  the  tonnage 
of  the  Erie  to  pass,  and  althongh  those  larger  vessels  would,  nnder  different  circum- 
stances,  require  longer  time  for  lockage,  yet  with  your  locks  of  so  small  lift  the  lock- 
ages might  be  made  in  the  same  time  as  has  been  found  practicable  on  the  Erie. 

Hence  it  can  be  said  that  practically  your  canal  has  a  capacity  fonr  times  as  great  as 
that  of  the  EriCi  or  (in  twelve,  instead  of  eight  months)  of  thirty-nine  million  of  tons 
annually. 

This  is  (if  I  remember  correctly)  more  than  two  hundred  times  as  great  as  your  pres- 
ent annual  tonnaffc. 

I  am  not  advised  of  the  use  which  you  desire  to  make  of  this  reply  to  your  (juestion, 
but  as  it  contains  a  mere  statement  of  facts,  I  have  no  objection  to  your  using  it  in 
public  or  in  private,  as  you  think  proper. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Wm.  J.  McAlpine. 

Marshall  Parks,  Esq.,  President,  <J*c. 


5.  The  following  tables  relate  to  the  trade  which  passes  annually 
throagh  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal : 


y  umber  and  class  of  vessels  passed  through  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  from  Octo- 
ber 1, 1860,  to  September  30, 1875. 

Tear. 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1861 

671 

453 

377 

953 

1,300 

1,062 

1,112 

1,093 

1,093 

1,487 

1.656 

1,667 

2,075 

2,214 

2,408 

1,139 

192 

6it 

24 

266 

739 

907 

944 

752 

859 

944 

1,070 

1.380 

1,607 

1,837 

74 

88 

71 

15 

190 

3(» 

358 

442 

398 

437 

555 

523 

592 

654 

722 

153 
69 
16 
124 
122 
256 
313 
381 
297 
167 
183 
158 
225 
338 
340 

300 
275 
292 
96 
79 
338 
763 
778 
950 
911 
1,030 
752 
886 
037 
697 

179 
188 
125 
174 
602 
921 
761 
1,066 
1,077 
486 
463 
553 
460 
411 
425 

8 

5' 

3 
18 
29 
26 
36 
35 
49 
85 
152 
122 
73 

2,524 

1868 

1,265 

Iti63 

943 

1864 

1,391 

1865 

2,563 

1866 1 

3,636 

1867 

4,243 

1868 

4,730 

1869 

4,603 

1870 

4,382 

1871 

4,900 

1872 

4,808 

1873 

5,770 

1874 

6,263 

Ie75 

6,502 

Total 

19,621 

12,722 

5,421 

3,142 

9,084 

7,911 

641 

58, 543 

Report  of  number  and  class  of  vessels  parsed  through  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal 
from  October  1, 1874,  to  September  30, 1875. 


Tear. 

Months. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1874 

October 

231 
246 
222 
165 
M6 
223 
233 
203 
204 
194 
168 
162 

131 
136 
197 
171 
113 
181 
177 
160 
107 
229 
151 
84 

41 
115 
88 
68 
50 
94 
85 
42 
22 
47 
46 
24 

40 
35 
26 
20 
17 
23 
29 
30 
28 
35 
31 
26 

91 
80 
75 
58 
45 
58 
49 
52 
51 
43 
46 
55 

26 
15 
18 
10 
16 
19 
30 
21 
26 
117 
116 
11 

9 
5 
6 
3 
4 
6 
3 
10 
8 
5 
8 
6 

569 

1874 

Noyember. 

632 

1874 

December 

633 

1875 

(TaDnary  ...............r..r .-rT,,. 

489 

1875 

Febmary  ..............  t,.., t , 

401 

1875 

March 

C04 

1875 

ADiil 

606 

1875 

S^           ;         ;::: 

518 

1875 

JMMjmj  ,.m..m •.......•. 

June 

446 

1875 

July          

670 

1875 

Anffast 

566 

1875 

September 

368 

Total 

2,408 

1.837 

722 

340 

697 

425 

73 

6,502 

North 

1,202 
1,206 

915 
922 

360 
362 

170 
170 

347 
350 

210 
215 

73 

3,277 

Soath 

3,225 

Total 

2,408 

1,837 

722 

340 

697 

425 

73 

6,502 
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The  two  following  letters,  from  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  New  Berne  and  Beaufort, 
contain  some  interesting  statistical  facts  : 

LETTER  FROM  COLLECTOR  OF  CUSTOMS  AT  NEW  BERNE,  N.  C. 

CusTOM-HousE,  New  Berne,  N.  C, 

Collector's  Office,  October  27, 1875. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  statement  relative  to 
the  trade  of  New  Berne,  N.  C. : 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  coastwise  during  the  year  ending  July  31,  1875, 
was,  steamers  150,  tonnage  35,000 ;  sail- vessels  40,  tonnage  3,890 ;  total  entrance,  38,890 
tons  and  190  vessels.  Entrance  of  American  vessels  fiom  foreign  ports  6,  tonnage 
500.  Clearance,  domestic  commerce,  steamers  40,  tonnage  9,765 ;  sail-Tessels  12,  ton- 
nage 1,200.  Foreign  clearance,  American  vessels  7,  tonnage  687.  The  ^eatest  draught 
of  water  required  by  any  of  the  above  vessels  is  8^  feet.  These  statistics  have  been 
compiled  from  the  records  of  this  office,  and  one  hundred  per  centum  may  be  added  to 
the  total  tonnage  for  the  reason  that  all  vessels  engaged  m  the  coastwise  trade,  north 
of  the  southern  limits  of  Georgia,  are  not  required  by  law  to  enter  and  clear  at  the 
custgm-house ;  hence  we  have  no  official  record  of  this  class.  There  has  been  consider- 
able decline  in  the  tonnage  as  compared  with  former  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
large  steamers  formerly  plying  between  this  port  and  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
have  been  withdrawn.  No  vessels  drawing  over  8^  feet  can  cross  the  bar  at  the 
'*  Swash,''  Hatteras  Inlet,  (inside,)  and  it  frequentlv  occurs  that  vessels  passing  in  the 
inlet  with  this  draught  are  detained  on  the  "  Swash."  The  obstruction  known  as  the 
*'  Blockade,''  caused  by  sunken  vessels  placed  there  during  the  war,  leaving  only  a 
narrow  channel,  and  distant  from  New  Berne  about  three  miles,  is  the  most  serious 
impediment  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  in  approaching  and  leaving  New  Berne. 
This  statement  will  apply  to  Washington,  N.  C. 

I  am,  sir,  very  re8i)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  Henry,  Collector. 

Mr.  S.  T.  Abert, 

United  States  Civil  Engineer. 


letter  FROM  collector   OF  CUSTOMS  AT  BEAUFORT,  N.  C. 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  September  2,  1875. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  submit  the  most  reliable  information  in  regard  to 
the  trade  of  this  place  I  can  obtain. 

Coming  through  Bogue  Sound  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  1,000  bales  cotton,  4,000  barrels 
turpentine,  2,000  barrels  spirits  turpentine  and  resin;  other  products,  including  salt 
hsh,  825,000. 

Coming  through  Core  Sound  to  Beaufort  Harbor,  bound  for  this  place,  Wilmington, 
and  other  ports,  150,000  bushels  corn. 

Sent  through  Core  Sound  from  Beaufort,  5,000  barrels  salt  fish,  20,000  bushelB  oysters, 
10,000  bushels  potatoes. 

Brought  to  Bieaufort  for  sale  and  shipment,  otherwise  than  through  the  sound,  500 
bales  cotton ;  other  produce,  |50,000. 

The  total  resources  of  the  county  are  about  2,000  bales  cotton,  20,000  barrels  fish ; 
other  produce,  |1«0,000. 

The  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  is  16  feet  at  high-water,  12  feet  at  low- water,  and 
30  feet  after  crossing  the  bar.  I  will  be  pleased  to  give  you  any  other  information  in 
my  power  that  you  may  desire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  C.  Davis,  Collector, 

Mr.  S.  T.  Abbrt, 

United  States  Civil  Engineer 
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APPENDIX  H. 

ANNUAL  REPOET  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  Q.  A.  GILL- 
MORE,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  30,  1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  TorA-,  July  14,  187C. 
General  :  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  reports 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187C,  upon  the  works  of  river  and  har- 
bor improvement  under  my  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILL3I0RE, 

Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt,  Maj.  Oen,,  U,  8,  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  S.  A. 


H  I. 
CHARLESTON  HARBOR,  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  appro- 
priated by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  together  with 
the  balance  of  the  former  appropriations  available  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  has  been  expended  in  completing  the 
removal  of  the  outer  end  of  "  Bowman's  "  Jetty  to  a  low-water  depth  of 
16^  feet,  so  as  to  give  a  channel  of  that  depth  and  a  width  of  nearly 
300  feet  between  the  end  of  the  shortened  jetty  and  the  nearest 
point  of  Drunken  Dick  Shoal,  and  also  in  dredging  in  Beach  Channel 
with  the  United  States  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden.  A  gap  or 
depression  in  the  shore  end  of  the  jetty,  through  which  the  tide  ebbed 
and  flowed  near  high- water,  thus  wearing  away  the  beach,  was  also  per- 
manently closed  to  high -water  mark  of  spring-tides. 

The  engagement  of  Mr.  Griffen  under  special  authority  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  dated  March  8, 1875,  was  continued  nntil  August  2,  at  which 
time  it  was  estimated  that  the  completion  of  the  contracts  existing  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  with  Mr.  Maillefert  and  Mr.  Symons  would 
give  the  required  depth  of  16J  feet  low-water  sounding  over  the  entire 
length  of  the  jetty  to  be  reduced.  Mr.  Griffen  under  this  agreement 
removed  241  cubic  yards  of  stone  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  and  piled  it 
on  the  outer  end  of  the  jetty. 

Under  the  contract  entered  into  with  Mr.  B.  Maillefert  May  1, 1874, 
for  the  removal  of  2,000  cubic  yards,  there  were  removed  from  the  outer 
end  of  the  jetty  422  cubic  yards,  which  completed  this  contract. 

Mr.  Symons's  contract  for  the  removal  of  2,500  cubic  yards  was  com- 
pleted in  JVIarch,  1876,  with  the  removal  of  2,004  cubic  yards. 

Total  number  of  cubic  yards  of  stone  removed  by  the  three  contractors 
during  the  fiscal  year  was  2,667,  of  which  663  cubic  yards  were  spiled  on 
the  shore  end  of  the  jetty  and  2,004  deposited  in  deep  water. 

The  dredging  of  this  channel  by  the  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden 
was  commenced  in  September  and  continued  through  October.    During 
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this  time  9,632  cubic  yards  of  sand  were  removed  and  the  channel  made 
1200  feet  wide,  13  feet  deep. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  removal  of  the  onter  end  of  the  jetty,  that 
portion  of  the  channel  that  was  before  deep  has  shoaled  considerably. 
Whether  this  is  permanent  or  not  I  am  nnable  to  state,  bat  it  is  pro- 
posed to  remove  this  by  dredging,  $10,000  having  been  asked  for  this 
purpose  in  my  last  annual  report. 

No  further  appropriation  is  now  recommended  for  continuing  this 
work  beyond  the  amount  above  specified. 

In  my  last  annual  report  the  fact  was  mentioned  that  the  municipal 
authorities  of  the  city  of  Charleston  had  undertaken  the  improvement 
of  the  Pumpkin  Hill  Channel  over  the  main  bar  opposite  the  south  end 
of  Morris  Island,  under  a  contract  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Maillefert  This 
channel  was  inspected  in  January  last  by  my  assistant.  Captain  Post, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  S.  T.  Tupper,  president  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  of  the  city.  He  reported  that  there  was  no  per- 
ceptible improvement  in  this  channel,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Maillefert's 
dredge-steamer  had  then  been  at  work  nearly  a  year. 

During  the  last  week  of  May  and  the  first  week  of  June,  1876,  a  lim*^ 
ited  number  of  current-observations  were  made  in  Beach  Channel,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  somewhat  more  precise  data  concerning  the 
relative  volumes  of  ebb  and  flood  through  said  channel.  It  is  not 
deemed  necessary  at  the  present  time  to  enter  into  a  detailed  account  of 
the  operations  and  subsequent  calculations;  only  the  general  results  will 
be  given. 

The  observations  were  chiefly  made  on  two  profiles,  taken  as  nearly 
as  practicable  normally  to  the  direction  of  currents.  One,  which  may  be 
called  Profile  I,  was  situated  about  500  yards  east  of  "  Bowman's"  Jetty, 
extending  from  Sullivan's  Island  across  the  channel  to  Drunken  Dick 
Shoal,  a  length  of  about  370  yards.  The  greatest  low-water  depth  found 
here  was  15  feet.  During  the  observations  at  this  profile  there  was  a 
moderate  southeast  breeze  blowing.  It  was  found  that  during  a  com- 
plete flood-tide  a  volume  of  483,869,886  cubic  feet  passed  this  profile, 
while  during  a  complete  ebb-tide  a  volume  o^f  226,389,802  cubic  feet 
went  out  That  is  to  say,  for  every  100  cubic  feet  of  flood  flowing  in 
through  that  part  of  the  channel,  only  46.8  cubic  feet  pass  out  at  ebb- 
tide. 

Another,  Profile  11,  was  selected  a  little  further  down,  about  930 
yards  east  of  the  jetty.  It  did  not  quite  reach  the  breakers  of  Drunken 
Dick  Shoal,  its  length  being  about  440  yards.  Daring  the  observations 
at  this  profile  there  was  almost  a  calm.  The  greatest  depth  was  found 
to  be  18  feet  at  mean  low-water.  Daring  a  complete  flood- tide  652,132,460 
cubic  feet  passed  this  profile ;  during  ebb,  341,891,414  cubic  feet.  For 
every  100  cubic  feet  of  flood  going  in,  there  are  consequently  about  52^ 
cubic  feet  flowing  out  at  ebb,  the  balance  of  the  flood  finding  other  out- 
lets at  ebb-tide.  The  somewhat  larger  percentage  of  ebb  that  passed 
out  at  Profile  11  may  be  attributed  to  and  accounted  for  by  the  difler- 
ences  in  the  meteorological  influences  prevailing  at  the  two  profiles. 

The  results  in  both  cases  certainly  furnish  sufftcient  proof  of  the  flood- 
tide  character  of  Beach  Channel,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in 
my  former  reports. 

Money  statement 

Amount  availftble  July  1,  1875 $^,991  70 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  endin j;^  June  30, 1876 23, 982  90 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  81,000  due  on  contracts 1, 008  80 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  OO 
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H2. 
SAVANNAH  RIVER  AND  HARBOR,  GEORGIA. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  the  sum  of  870,000  ap- 
propriated by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875,  has  been 
expended  in  continuing  the  project  forwarded  August  28, 1873,  with  my 
annual  report  for  the  previous  fiscal  year.  Total  expenditures  up  to 
July  1, 1876,  chargeable  to  that  project,  8117,113.19.  The  operations  of 
the  year  just  closed  were  as  follows : 

1.  The  partial  construction  of  a  temporary  dam  from  the  lower  end  of 
Argyle  Island  at  the  Cross-Tides  to  Hutchinson's  Island,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  ebb-flow  through  Front  Biver. 

2.  The  deepening  of  the  water-way  between  King-s  and  Hutchinson's 
Islands,  in  order  to  aid  the  ebb-flow  into  Front  River. 

3.  The  widening  and  deepening  of  the  channel  through  Garden  Bank, 
in  front  of  the  city. 

4.  The  opening  of  the  new  channel  near  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
through  the  shoal  just  south  of  Fig  Island. 

5.  The  enlarging  of  the  channel  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski  with  the 
United  States  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden. 

In  my  annual  report  of  last  year  it  was  proposed  to  construct  a  jetty 
about  450  yards  long  from  the  lower  end  of  Argyle  Island  at  the  Cross- 
Tides,  to  increase  the  flow  through  Front  Eiver  on  the  ebb.  It  was 
feared,  however,  that  the  jetty,  if  constructed,  would  give  only  tem- 
porary results,  the  effect  lasting  only  until  the  scour  around  the  end  of 
it  should  be  sufftcient  to  restore  the  present  area  of  its  cross-section. 

For  this  reason  a  temporary  dam  was  suggested  as  preferable  to  the 
contemplated  jetty,  and  authority  was  granted  for  this  change  in  a  let- 
ter of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  dated  October  21, 1875.  This  dam  was  to 
consist  of  two  rows  of  piles  braced  together,  the  openings  between  the 
front  row  being  closed  by  sliding  shutters,  which  were  to  be  adjusted  so 
as  to  give  the  requisite  increased  flow  on  the  ebb  down  the  Front  Biver 
by  the  bacl^ing  up  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  the  water  flowing  through 
the  Cross-Tides.  The  piling  was  to  extend  entirely  across  the  stream, 
but  it  was  intended  to  leave  an  opening  of  sufficient  width  in  the  dam 
to  allow  the  rice-flats  of  the  planters  in  the  immediate  vicinity  to  pass 
back  and  forth.  This  opening  it  was  thought  would  accommodate  all 
the  vessels  navigating  this  stream. 

This  dam  was  commenced  in  February  and  the  work  was  continued 
until  May  13,  and  the  dam  about  half  completed.  On  this  date  the  work 
was  suspended,  in  compliance  with  a  temporary  injunction  granted  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  objections  raised  to  the 
construction  of  this  dam,  with  my  report  thereon,  are  given  in  my  letter 
to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  March  30, 1876.    It  is  herewith  annexed. 

By  advertisement  dated  May  20,  1875,  proposals  were  invited  for 
dredging  at  different  points  on  the  Savannah  Biver  to  the  aggregate 
amount  of  179,000  to  210,000  cubic  yards,  at  the  localities  named  below  : 

First  section  :  Abreast  of  Elba  Island. 
Second  section :  Between  Fig  Island  and  Fort  Jackson. 
Third  section :  Garden  Bank,  opposite  Savannah  City. 

Fonrth  section :  Abont  4  miles  above  Savannah,  between  Hutchinson's  and  King's 
Islands. 

The  following  were  the  bids  received : 

City  of  Savannah,  E.  C.  Anderson,  mayor : 
Entire  work,  per  cabic  yard 30  cents 
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W.  W.  Laman,  New  York : 

Entire  work,  per  cubic  yard 24  cents. 

American  Dredging  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

First  section,  |>er  cubic  yard 26  cents. 

Second  section,  per  cnbic  yard 24  cents. 

Third  section,  per  cubic  yard 25  cents. 

Fourth  section,  per  cubic  yard 30  cents. 

Mr.  Laman  was  the  lowest  bidder,  but,  being  unable  to  procure  the 
necessary  dredges,  withdrew  his  proposal  on  the  agreement  of  the 
American  Dredging  Company  to  contract  for  the  whole  work  at  24  cents 
per  cubic  yard. 

The  following  is  the  width  and  depth  of  channel  obtained  at  each  of 
the  above-named  places : 

At  the  shoal  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski  18,349  cubic  yards  were  re- 
moved by  the  United  States  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden.  This 
channel  is  now  175  feet  wide  and  14J  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  and 
between  the  13-foot  curves  is  250  feet  wide.  There  is  a  slight  indication 
of  shoaling  near  the  first  or  inner  buoy,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  this  will  be 
permanent. 

Abreast  of  Elba  Island  no  work  was  done  under  the  contract  made, 
the  funds  on  hand  not  being  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  This  channel 
shows  a  slight  indication  of  filling  up. 

At  the  new  channel  at  the  "  Wrecks,''  or  the  shoal  between  Fig  Island 
and  Fort  Jackson,  189,348  cubic  yards  have  been  removed,  133,119  by 
the  American  Dredging  Company  and  56,229  by  the  United  States 
dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden.  The  channel  established  through 
this  shoal  is  100  feet  wide  and  10  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water.  This 
channel  being  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  river,  a  very  strong 
current  ebbs  and  flows  through  it,  which  not  only  tends  to  keep  it  open, 
bur.  has  also  increased  its  depth  and  width  by  scouring.  The  old  chan- 
nel at  this  point  has  continued  filling  up  until  it  is  now  only  60  feet 
wide  and  10^  feet  deep.  This  latter  it  is  proposed  to  abandon  as  soon 
as  the  former  is  of  sufficient  depth  and  width  to  accommodate  all  the 
shipping  of  the  port. 

At  Garden  Bank,  opposite  the  city  of  Savannah,  7,995  cubic  yards 
were  removed,  and  the  channel  there  is  now  140  feet  wide  and  14  feet 
deep  at  mean  low-water. 

Between  King's  and  Hutchinson's  Islands  9,850  cubic  yards  were  re- 
moved, and  the  water-way  increased  by  opening  a  channel  40  feet  wide 
and  6  feet  deep. 

The  other  channels  which  have  been  dredged  during  previous  fiscal 
years,  that  at  the  head  of  Elba  Island  and  opposite  Long  Island  were 
sounded  out  by  the  inspector  of  dredging  in  June  last,  who  reports  an 
increase  of  depth  in  the  former,  owing  to  the  scour  of  the  tide  through  it. 
The  latter  channel,  being  where  the  fresh  and  salt  water  meet  in  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  tide,  istfllling  up  gradually,  owing  to  the  causes  given  in 
my  last  annual  report.  Additional  data  have  been  obtained  which  fur- 
nish further  proof  that  the  shoaling  is  due  to  these  causes  in  this  chan- 
nel, and  also  that  the  channel  abreast  of  £lba  Island  is  perhaps  affected 
by  them. 

WOEK  CONTEMPLATED  DUEINO  THE  PRESENT  FISCAL  YEAR. 

It  is  proposed  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  in  the  event  of  an  ad- 
equate appropriation  being  made — 

1st.  To  complete  the  temporary  dam  that  has  already  been  commenced 
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at  the  Cross-Tides,  shoald  the  temporary  injunction  that  now  restrains 
the  continuance  of  it  be  removed. 

2d.  To  increase  the  dimensions  of  the  new  channel  at  the  "Wrecks"  to 
150  feet  wide  and  14J  feet  deep,  low-water  soundings.  The  widening  of 
this  channel  will  render  it  necessary  to  remove  one  crib  from  its  soi^th 
and  one  wreck  from  its  north  side,  in  order  to  obtain  a  free  water-way  of 
the  increased  width.  Should  other  wrecks  or  cribs  be  found  while  ob- 
taining this  that  will  obstruct  the  new  channel,  it  is  proposed  to  remove 
them  also. 

3d.  To  increase  the  channel-way  abreast  of  Elba  Island  and  possibly 
that  opposite  Long  Island,  shoald  the  shoaling  continue  so  as  to  render 
it  necessary. 

4th.  To  commence  the  removal  of  Kinsey's  Point  opposite  the  city, 
and  continue  the  amended  line  of  bulk-heads  in  the  approved  project. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  Stivan- 
nah  Eiver  and  Harbor  submitted  August  2S,  1873,  was  $481,320. 

The  following  is  the  detailed  estimate : 

1.  For  closing  Cross-Tides  by  a  orib-dam,  with  opeDlng  for  small  vessels,  pro- 

tected by  riprap  apron |29,500 

2.  For  enlarging^  water-way  opposite  city  front  to  an  average  of  575  feet  by 

p  15  feet,  not  including  cost  of  new  bnlk-head 85,500 

3.  For  dredging  at  "  KnoU  "  for  channel  300  feet  by  15  feet 37, 370 

4.  For  dredging  upper  end  of  Long  Island ,  250  feet  by  15  feet 37, 150 

5.  For  dredging  lower  end  of  Elba  Island,  250  feet  by  15^  feet 30, 800 

6.  For  dredging  abreast  Elba  Island,  250  feet  by  15^  feet 86, 250 

7.  For  dredging  intermediate  points,  250  feet  by  15^  feet 5, 000 

8.  For  dredging  upper  end  of  Elba  Island,  250  feet  by  15i  feet 11, 250 

9.  For  dredging  at  * '  Wrecks  "  and  vicinity,  250  feet  by  15i  feet 15, 000 

10.  For  enlarging  water-way  at  Fig  Island • 18,500 

11.  For  dredging  at  Garden  Bank •   120,000 

12.  For  new  bulk-head  just  above  Kinsey's  Mills 5, 000 

481,320 

'  This  does  not  include  the  cost  of  sach  jetties  and  balk-head  as  may 
be  fonnd  necessary  along  the  flats  opposite  the  present  Fig  Island  balk- 
head,  nor  generally  the  cost  of  constructing  balk-heads  on  the  Hutchin- 
son's Island  side  of  the  amended  water-way. 

There  has  been  appropriated  for  this  project  up  to  June  30, 1876, 
$120,000,  of  which  $117,113.19  has  been  expended. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  i,  1875 ^ $78,303  82 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30, 1876 • 74,53*2  01 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  %6^  due  on  contracts 3, 771  81 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 62, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  lor  completion  of  existing  project 361, 320  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  i  n  fiscal  year  end  i ug  June  30, 1878 .  200, 000  00 


XETTEE  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  Q.  A.   GILLMOBE,   COBPS  OP  ENaiNEERS. 

United  States  ENamEEE-OFFiCE, 

New  York,  March  30,  1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter 

of  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  to  the  flons.  T.  J.  Eobertson  and  S. 

L.  Hoge,  inviting  attention  to  the  "  protests  of  the  citizens  of  South 

Carolina  against  the  erection  of  barriers  between  the  Savannah,  Main, 
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and  Back  rivers,  contemplated  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of 
the  Savannah  Eiver,"  referred  to  me  on  the  25th  instant  for  report. 

A  summary  of  all  the  objections  set  forth  in  the  several  papers  sub- 
mitted may  be  stated  as  follows : 

1.  That  changes  will  be  produced  in  Back  Eiver  which  are  likely  to 
affect  the  system  of  navigation  of  tide-swamp  lands. 

2.  That  there  will  be  a  probable  increase  of  volume  of  water  during 
freshets  and  delay  in  their  subsiding. 

3.  That  the  navigation  of  the  Back  River  will  be  rendered  diflScult  by 
reason  of  sand- bars  and  shoals. 

4.  That  Back  Biver  is  the  main  channel  through  which  the  city  of 
Charleston  receives  large  shipments  of  produce,  and  the  erection  of  the 
barrier  will  impilir  navigation  in  Back  Eiver  and  interpose  increased 
diflaculties  in  the  transportation  of  many  thousand  bushels  of  rice  to 
that  city. 

5.  That  citizens  of  an  adjoining  State  will  be  deprived  of  the  free  use 
of  Front  Eiver. 

6.  That  such  a  work  would  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  and  injurious  to  her  rights  and  interests,  because  a 
violation  of  the  pledges  of  the  convention  of  1787  between  the  States  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

It  is  evident  from  the  representations  made  in  the  several  communi- 
cations forwarded  by  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  that  a  misconcep- 
tion exists  with  respect  to  the  character  of  the  improvement  now  being 
carried  on  at  the  Cross-Tides,  and  the  result  which  it  is  desired  to 
secure  by  it.  It  is,  in  fs^t,  an  experimental  structure  of  a  temporary 
character,  consisting  of  piles  driven  at  stated  intervals  aoross  the 
channel. 

The  piles  are  grooved  so  that  planks  may  be  slid  down  between  them 
in  a  horizontal  position,  until  they  rest  their  edges  on  the  river-bottom, 
the  intention  being  to  carry  up  the  planking  gradually,  one  plank  at  a 
time,  to  such  height  above  the  bottom  as  may  be  found  on  trial  to  be 
necessary  in  order  to  divert  into  Front  Eiver  a  portion  of  the  ebb  cur- 
rent which  now  flows  down  Back  Eiver,  without  impairing  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  latter  to  any  injurious  extent. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  line  of  planks  will  be  carried  up  as  high  by 
some  feet  as  the  low-water  level.  The  flood  and  ebb  currents  can, 
therefore,  pass  freely  over  the  work.  Provision  has  been  made  for 
leaving  an  opening  in  the  piling  of  dimensions  amply  sufficient  to  ac- 
commodate all  the  river-craft  which  customarily  pass  and  repass  through 
the  Cross-Tides,  so  that  the  river-traffic  of  the  neighborhood  will  experi- 
ence no  inconvenience. 

The  permanent  work  which  it  is  hoped  will  supersede  this  temporary 
expedient  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  may  be  so  designed  that  the 
largest  class  of  river-craft  which  can  ply  in  the  Savannah  Eiver  above 
the  city  of  Savannah  will  be  able  to  pass  through  an  opening  left  in  the 
work.  All  larger  vessels  will  then,  as  now,  enter  Back  Eiver  at  the 
lower  end  of  Fig  Island. 

Eeferring  to  the  several  objections  in  their  regular  order,  it  may  be 
remarked — 

1.  That  no  injury  to  the  method  of  cultivating  rice  by  irrigation  need 
be  apprehended,  for  the  reason  that  the  tide  in  Back  Eiver  will  have  the 
same  height  of  rise  and  fall  as  at  the  present  time.  The  planking  be- 
tween the  piles  will  be  gradually  brought  up  to  their  proper  height,  in 
order  that  there  may  be  no  sudden  changes  in  the  stream.- 

2.  That  the  danger  of  injury  to  the  Back  Eiver  plantations  from 
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freshets  will  not  be  increased  by  tbe  work,  but  rather  decreased,  in  con- 
seqaence  of  the  diversion  into  Front  Kiver  of  a  portion  of  the  up-river 
rain-fall  which  produces  freshets  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  stream. 

3.  That  no  extensive  shoaling  in  Back  Kiver  need  be  apprehended,  as 
the  work  will  be  kept  low  enough  to  allow  the  flood  and  ebb  currents  to 
pass  over  It  with  very  little  reduction  of  the  velocity  in  the  stream 
below. 

4.  That  no  injury  whatever  to  the  commerce  of  Charleston,  or  any 
other  port  or  market  in  South  Carolina,  can  ensue,  except  what  results 
indirectly  from  making  Savannah  a  better  market  for  rice  than  it  is  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  now  the  natural  place  of  sale  and  shipment  for 
all  of  the  products  of  the  Savannah  River  plantations  located  within 
200  miles  of  its  mouth,  and  if  any  Back  River  planter  Elects  to  send  his 
rice  to  Charleston,  over  100  miles  distant,  in  preference  to  selling  it 
in  Savannah,  within  3  or  4  miles  of  his  door,  he  will  have  the  same 
facilities  for  doing  so  that  he  now  possesses,  whether  he  sends  it  before 

'or  after  it  has  been  milled.  The  same  is  true  of  all  the  produce  raised 
higher  up  the  stream.  If,  in  violation  of  all  the  laws  of  trade,  and  to 
the  prejudice  of  his  own  interests,  a  producer  seeks  a  distant  market 
in  Charleston,  his  vessels  have  an  open  channel  with  confitantly-increas- 
ing  depth  until  they  reach  the  city  of  Savannah,  and  from  that  point  a 
good  ship-channel  to  the  mouth  of  the  stream. 

5.  The  improvement  will  not  deprive  the  citizens  of  an  adjoining 
State  of  the  free  use  of  Front  River  or  any  other  j)ortion  of  the  Savan- 
nah River. 

6.  It  is  submitted  that  the  dignity  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  will 
not  be  put  in  jeopardy,  nor  in  the  least  compromised  by  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Savannah  River  at  the  expense  and  under  the  supervision 
of  the  United  States,  and  would  not  be  if  the  rivQr  was  located  entirely 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  South  Carolina.  It  is  the  undeniable 
law  of  the  land  that  the  United  States  may  abate  a  public  nuisance  or 
construct  works  of  improvement  in  any  navigable  waters  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  such  waters  are  public  highways,  and  as  such  are  the 
property  of  the  nation  at  large.  The  Supreme  Court  decided,  in'  Gilman 
V8. 1?hiladelphia,  that — 

Tbe  power  to  regulate  commerce  comprehends  the  control  for  that  purpose  of.  all 
navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  which  are  accessible  from  a  State  other  than 
those  in  which  they  lie. 

The  same  court  decided,  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Daniel  Ball,  ply- 
ing on  Grand  River,  Michigan,  and  libeled  for  not  having  a  license 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  that — 

That  power  [the  power  to  regulate  commerce]  authorizes  all  appropriate  legislation 
for  the  protection  or  advancement  of  either  interstate  or  foreign  commerce,  and  for 
that  purpose  such  legislation  as  will  insure  the  convenient  and  safe  navigation  of  aU 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States,  <&c. 

The  following  language  occurs  in  an  opinion  delivered  October  19, 
1853,  by  Hon.  Caleb  Cushing,  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States; 

Each  State  has  also  the  power  to  conserve  the  navigable  waters  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion by  suitable  process  known  to  its  laws.  The  United  States  may  construct  works 
for  the  improvement  or  security  of  a  given  harbor,  or  as  a  shelter  for  ships  from  storms 
or  in  time  of  war,  and  they  may  interpose  for  the  conservation  of  said  works,  or  to 
guard  against  any  diminution  of  the  existing  advantages  of  a  river,  lake,  or  sea  by  the 
usurpation  of  individuals,  or  even  of  a  sovereign  State  of  the  Union.  But  so,  also,  in 
my  judgment,  may  that  Stat«  itself. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution  or  the  spirit  of  the  Government  to 
forbid  the  State  of  Illinois,  or  the  State  of  New  York,  from  imprr)ving  a  natural  bar* 
bor  within  its  limits,  blowing  away  rocks  which  impede  a  chanud,  dredging  out  a 
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river,  constrncting  piers,  docks,  breakwaters,  beacons,  and  sea-walls,  or  by  indictment 
or  other  process  protecting  the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors,  or  of  the  pnblic  at  large, 
in  its  navigable  waters.  But  the  United  States  have  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  for  any 
of  these  objects,  and  a  jurisdiction  which,  in  case  of  conflict,  is  paramount  and  ex- 
haustive of  the  whole  subject-matter ;  for  otherwise  a  given  State  might  do  that  which, 
while  actually  or  in  supposition  beneticial  to  itself,  would  be  injurious  to  some  other 
State,  or  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  general,  or  to  the  subjects  of  other  govern- 
ments in  amity  with  the  United  States. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  improvement  of  the  Savannah 
River  by  the  United  States  on  the  authority  of  Congress  is  a  legitimate 
exercise  of  conferred  and  authoritatively  affirmed  powers ;  that  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  powers  with  a  view  of  fostering  commerce,  increasing 
the  revenues,  promoting  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,  or 
for  any  other  lawful  object,  cannot  be  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  because  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United"  States, 
for  purposes  of  such  improvements,  is  paramount  and  conclusive;  and, 
therefore,  that  the  convention  of  1787  between  the  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  is  entirely  destitute  of  force  or  significance  in  its 
relations  to  this  question  and  to  the  interstate  and  international  inter- 
ests involved  in  it. 

In  my  original  project  for  the  improvement  of  Savannah  River  and 
harbor,  submitted  August  28, 1873,  the  question  now  raised  is  referred 
to  in  the  following  language : 

Previous  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  dam  across  the  Cross-Tides  water-way  have  con-  • 
templated  the  entire  stoppage  of  flow  in  this  direction,  and  have  been  frustrated  by 
the  not  unreasonable  opposition  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

As  the  project  now  proposed  makes  ample  provision  for  carrying  on  the  ordinary 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  locality,  and  as  Back  River  throughout  its  entire  length  is 
at  all  times  and  tides  available  for  such  vessels  as  in  rare  and  exceptionable  cases  can- 
not pass  over  the  proposed  dam  at  high-water,  I  can  conceive  of  no  well-grounded 
objection  that  can  be  ureed  against  its  construction. 

Opposition  instigated  oy  motives  of  rivalry  should  have  no  weight  in  deciding 
questions  involved  in  the  improvement  of  a  great  national  thoroughfare  like  the 
Savannah  River. 

The  several  papers  referred  to  me  are  returned  herewith. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.   A.  GiLLMOBE, 

Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen.j  U,  S.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  S.  A, 


H  3. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  ON  IMPROVEMENT  OF  SAVANNAH 

HARBOR,  GEORGIA. 

Army  Building, 
New  TorlCj  June  12,  1875. 
General  :  The  undersigned,  members  of  a  board  of  officers  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  constituted  by  Paragraph  I,  Special  Orders  No.  75, 
dated  headquarters  Corps  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C,  June  5, 
1875,  "  to  take  into  consideration  and  report  upon  the  general  subject 
of  the  improvement  of  Savannah  River  and  Harbor,  Georgia,"  have  the 
honor  to  report  as  follows : 
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REPORT. 

The  Board  met  on  the  8th  instant,  when  the  presiding  officer  sub- 
mitted the  following  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers : 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Eiygineers, 

}Va9hin0OHj  D.  C,  June  5,  1875. 
Sir  :  In  consideration  of  its  importance,  and  of  the  increasing  commercial  interests 
involved,  the  views  of  the  Board  constituted  by  Paragraph  I,  Special  Orders  No.  75^ 
current  series,  are  desired  upon  the  whole  subject  of  the  Savannah  River  improvement ; 
as  also  upon  the  recommendations  heretofore  made  to  this  office  by  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Gillniore  for  carrying  forward  this  improvement  to  completion. 

In  this  connection  the  project  submitted  by  him  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  May  13, 
1875,  is  also  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board,  with  the  desire  of  an  early 
report  upon  it. 

The  Board  is  referred  to  the  annual  report  of  Lient'Cnant-Colonel  Gillmore  to  this 
office  of  August  28, 1873,  and  that  officer  will,  iu  addition,  furnish  such  information  in 
his  possession  as  may  be  desired. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Humphreys. 
Very  respeotfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Parke, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Col.  Z.  B.  Tower, 

Carps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 

Lieutenant-Oolonel  Gillmore's  annual  report  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
of  August  28, 1873,  together  with  his  project  of  May  13, 1875,  for  ex- 
pending the  existing  appropriation  during  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  and 
all  the  necessary  charts  and  plans,  were  also  laid  before  the  Board. 

The  annual  report  of  August  28, 1873,  referred  to  above,  embraced  a 
project  for  completing  the  improvement  of  Savannah  River  and  Harbor, 
which  had  in  view  the  ultimate  achievement  of  a  practicable  low- water 
ship-channel  at  least  15  feet  in  depth,  by  which  vessels  drawing  22  feet 
of  water  would  be  able  to  pass  on  the  high-tide  from  Tybee  Boads, 
where  the  mean  rise  and  fall  is  7  feet,  to  Savannah  City,  where  the  mean 
rise  and  fall  at  that  time  was  only  6^  feet. 

The  following  are  the  principal  and  essential  features  of  this  project : 

First.  Permanent  works  at  the  Cross-Tides,  either  a  dam  or  a  deflect- 
ing jetty — ^preferably  the  former — for  diverting  into  Front  River,  along 
the  city  front,  a  portion  of  the  water  naturally  flowing  down  Back  River. 

Second.  The  amendment  of  the  water-way  along  the  city  front  by 
widening  it  at  certain  points  and  contracting  it  at  others,  so  as  to  give 
an  average  width  of  575  feet  and  an  average  depth  of  15  feet,  with  such 
additional  depth,  not  exceeding  22  feet,  at  the  wharves  as  will  secure 
vessels  against  grounding  while  taking  in  or  discharging  their  cargoes. 

Third.  Deepening  the  channel,  by  dredging  and  otherwise,  over  cer- 
tain shoals  between  the  city  and  Tybee  Roads  to  a  low- water  depth  va- 
rying from  15  feet  upon  the  lower  shoals  to  15^  feet  upon  those  nearest 
the  city. 

Fourth.  The  construction  of  jetties  or  training-walls  at  points  where 
the  results  developed  during  the  execution  of  the  project,  under  the 
altered  regimen  of  the  stream,  shall  indicate  them  to  be  necessary  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  established  channel ;  or,  preliminarily,  at  points 
where  their  effect  would  be  to  aid,  or  perhaps  render  unnecessary,  the 
ordinary  work  of  dredging. 

The  improvement  of  the  Savannah  River  at  the  expense  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was  resumed  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^ 
1873,  after  an  interruption  of  several  years,  commencing  anterior  to  the 
civil  war. 
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The  expeDditares  made  by  the  engineers  in  charge  np  to  the  present  time,  in- 
cluding upward  of  $5,<X)0  devoted  to  surveys,  amount,  in  round  numbers, 
to $150,000 

In  addition  to  this  sum,  there  was  paid  last  year,  under  a  special  act  of  Con- 
gress, to  Mr.  Henry  S.  Welles,  for  removing  obstructions  under  a  contract 
made  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
the  sum  of 193,000 

Amount  expended  by  the  city  of  Savannah  for  dredging,  1865  to  1872 157, 000 

The  War  Department  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  of  these  expend- 
itures except  the  $150,000  first  named. 

The  work  executed  up  to  the  present  time  would  necessarily  and  ob- 
viously be  comprised  in  any  judicious  project  for  adapting  the  stream 
to  the  increasing  demands  of  trade,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,,  of  the 
dredging  done  by  the  city  of  Savannah  north  of  the  oyster-bed  beacon, 
abreast  of  Fort  Pulaski,  which  was  discontinued  when  the  United  States 
engineer  in  charge  commenced  work  in  1872.  This  work  has  consisted 
exclusively  in  removing  wrecks,  cribs,  piles,  and  other  obstructions 
placed  in  the  channel  during  the  civil  war,  and  in  dredging  out  chan- 
nels over  sundry  shoals  and  bars  between  the  city  of  Savannah  and 
Tybee  Roads. 

The  progress  accomplished  may  be  briefly  summarized  as  follows: 

The  shoal  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski. — To  the  northward  of  Gockspur 
Island,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  wat«r-way  nearly  half  a  mile  in  width, 
there  is  a  small  island  known  as  the  "Oyster  Bed,''  with  a  channel  on 
either  side.  In  the  natural  condition  of  the  stream,  the  north  channel 
carried  about  9  feet,  and  the  south  channel  10  feet,  at  mean  low -water. 
These  channels,  uniting  immediately  below  the  Oyster  Bed,  formed  the 
main  ship-channel  between  that  point  and  Tybee  Roads,  which  passed  ^ 
to  the  northward  of  the  Tybee  Knoll  light-ship.  In  entering  the  river, 
therefore,  the  light-ship  was  always  left  on  the  port  hand,  and  then  the 
Oyster  Bed  could  be  passed  by  taking  either  the  north  or  the  south 
channel.  The  auUiorities  of  Savannah  City  had  dredged  the  north  chan- 
nel to  a  low- water  depth  of  12 J  or  13  feet,  but  the  work  here  was  not 
continued  by  the  United  States  engineer  in  charge  when  the  first  appro- 
priation for  resuming  operations  in  1872  became  available,  preference 
being  given  to  the  south  channel,  which  has  been  opened  in  a  straight 
line  from  the  19-foot  channel,  passing  between  Gockspur  Island  and  the 
Oyster  Bed  to  the  main  ship-channel  below  the  light-ship.  The  new 
channel  passes  to  the  southward  of  the  light-ship,  where  the  low- water 
depth  was  only  9  feet.  It  is  now  14J  feet  deep  for  a  width  of  about  160 
feet,  while  the  width  between  the  13foot  curves  is  fully  200  feet.  The 
direction  of  the  current  is  paralled  to  the  axis  of  the  new  cut,  for  both 
ebb  and  flood,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  tendency  to  fill  up  by  the 
deposit  of  silt;  but  as  the  operation  of  widening  the  channel  is  now  in 
progress,  no  positive  opinion  with  regard  to  its  permanency  can  now  be 
expressed. 

Elba  Island  Shoals. — Dredging  has  also  been  carried  on  at  intervals 
since  the  autumn  of  1872  upon  the  Elba  Island  Shoals,  at  points  re- 
spectively opposite  the  lower  end,  opposite  the  middle,  and  opposite  the 
tipper  end  of  that  island.  At  the  two  points  first  named  the  work  has 
been  restricted  to  deepening  and  widening  the  existing  channel,  with- 
out any  attempt  to  change  its  location  to  any  considerable  extent,  and 
only  where  the  direction  of  the  ebb-current  made  a  considerable  angle 
with  the  axis  of  the  channel.  When  the  operations  were  begun  the 
greatest  draught  that  could  be  carried  over  these  shoals  at  low- water 
was  about  10  feet.  The  present  depth  is  13 J  feet  opposite  the  lower 
end  and  13J  feet  opposite  the  middle  of  the  island,  with  a  width  of 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


440  REPORT    OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

about  120  feet  at  each  point.    There  are  no  indications  of  shoaling  by  a 
deposit  of  silt. 

The  shoal  opposite  the  upper  end  of  Elba  Island  is  at  the  point  occa- 
pied  by  the  double  line  of  crib  obstructions  placed  in  the  north  or  main 
channel  during  the  civil  war.  The  Coast  Survey  chart  of  1855  shows 
that  only  9  feet  could  be  carried  over  this  space  at  this  time  at  mean 
low-tide,  the  best  water  being  on  the  Elba  Island  side.  After  the  re- 
moval of  the  obstructions,  a  channel  was  cut  close  to  the  north  shore  of 
Elba  Island,  to  a  depth  of  13J  feet  and  a  width  of  over  100  feet.  Subse- 
quent soundings,  taken  by  the  Coast  Survey  in  1874,  show  a  channel 
about  150  feet  wide  between  the  12-foot  curves,  with  a  depth  in  the  mid- 
dle of  14  feet,  except  at  the  lower  end,  where  only  13  feet  is  given.  This 
would  indicate  a  ^shoaling  of  3  incbes  at  one  point,  provided  the  required 
depth  of  13J  feet  was  actually  established,  were  it  not  for  the  central 
depth  of  14  feet  throughout  the  other  portion  of  the  cut.  It  may  be  said 
in  this  connection  that  the  volume  of  water  passing  through  tbis  north 
or  main  channel  at  the  present  time  is  somewhat  larger  than  the  normal 
flow  previous  to  the  civil  war,  for  the  reason  that  the  line  of  crib  ob- 
structions placed  in  the  channel  south  of  Elba  Island  has  been  only  par- 
tially removed,  to  accommodate  the  commerce  of  the  inside  passage  by 
way  of  Saint  Augustine  Creek. 

The  Wrecks, — The  next  shoal  encountered  in  ascending  the  river  is 
opposite  the  lower  end  of  Fig  Island,  at  a  point  known  as  "The  Wrecks," 
where  it  has  been  necessary  to  dredge  from  time  to  time  within  the 
last  30  years  to  maintain  a  practicable  channel.  This  shoal  owes  its 
existence  to  the  effects  produced  by  the  confluence  of  Back  and  Front 
rivers  at  this  point,  modified  in  all  probability,  with  respect  to  its 
extent,  position,  and  configuration,  by  wrecks  sunk  there  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  Notwithstanding  the  repeated  attempts  to  estab- 
lish a  channel  here  by  dredging,  no  permanent  results  have  been 
achieved.  During  the  latter  half  of  the  flood  and  the  first  half  of  the 
ebb  the  currents  cross  the  line  of  the  channel  at  an  angle  of  25  to  30 
degrees.  The  consequence  is  that  a  deposit  of  silt  takes  place  in  the 
deepest  water,  especially  on  the  ebb-current,  which  the  scouring  force  of 
the  inward  and  outward  currents  below  half  tide,  although  their  direc- 
tion is  more  nearly  coincident  with  the  axis  of  the  channel-way,  is 
unable  to  remove.  "The  Wrecks^  channel  was  deepened  at  the  expense 
of  the  city  of  Savannah  after  the  close  of  the  civil  war.  The  United 
States  continued  the  same  policy  as  an  imperative  necessity  upon  the 
resumption  of  operations  in  1872,  for  the  reason  that  in  no  other  way 
could  the  passage  of  vessels  to  and  from  the  city  of  Savannah  be  pro- 
vided for  with  the  funds  available  for  that  object.  The  United  States 
engineer  in  charge  now  recommends  that  a  new  channel,  to  be  located 
near  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  be  cut  through  this  shoal,  and  that 
"The  Wrecks''  channel  be  abandoned.  (See  project  of  May  13,  1875, 
given  below.) 

Garden  Bank, — The  extensive  shoal  known  as  Garden  Bank  reaches 
from  the  upper  end  of  the  bulk-head  closing  the  old  Fig  Island  Channel 
down  to  "The  Wrecks,"  a  distance  of  2,400  yards.  It  is  not  continuous, 
but  consists  of  2  shoals,  1  above  and  1  below  the  narrow  point  in  the 
stream  at  Fig  Island. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  dredge  repeatedly  along  the  south  edge  of 
the  upper  i)ortlou  of  this  shoal  in  order  to  give  a  channel  of  suflicient 
width  for  vessels  to  lie  two  abreast  at  the  wharves  and  give  a  passage- 
way alongside  for  ingress  and  egress.  It  may  be  necessary  ultimately 
to  remove  by  dredging  all  that  portion  of  Garden  Bank  lying  in  front 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         441 

of  the  city  within  a  width  of  575  feet,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  the 
improvement  will  be  permanent,  unless  the  water-way  be  suitably 
amended,  and  the  flow  in  Front  Biver  very  considerably  augmented  in 
volume. 

The  dredging  upon  Garden  Bank  has  generally  been  restricted  to 
shoal  points  projecting  out  into  the  channel  and  obstructing  the  approach 
to  the  wharves. 

Obstructions  removed, — ^The  obstructions  that  have  been  removed  from 
the  channel  between  Fig  Island  and  Fort  Pulaski,  since  the  year  1865, 
comprise  60  heavy  timber  cribs  filled  with  brick  or  stone,  26  wrecks  of 
vessels  of  various  sizes,  nearly  200  piles,  and  a  large  number  of  iron- 
shod  snags,  torpedoes,  logs,  &c.  More  than  half  of  these  obstructions 
were  taken  out  by  Mr.  Henry  S.  Welles,  under  his  contract  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Above  the  city  of  Savannah  no  work  has  been  undertaken  beyond 
making  a  thorough  survey  of  Cross-Tides  and  gauging  the  streams  in 
that  locality. 

From  the  results  thus  obtained,  the  United  States  engineer  in  charge 
made  the  following  deductions  in  his  general  project  of  August  28, 1873, 
viz: 

1.  Tliat  the  area  of  the  Cross-Tides  water-way  is  only  about  two-thirds  that  of  the 
Savaunah  River  water-way  above  Cross-Tides. 

2.  That  the  area  of  Front  River  water-way  just  below  Cross-Tides  is  less  than  one- 
half  that  of  the  Savannah  River  water-way  above  Cross-Tides. 

3.  That  the  velocity  of  the  ebb-current  in  Front  River  below  Cross-Tidos  is  only  0.64 
of  that  in  Savannah  River  above  Cross-Tides,  and  0.69  of  the  velocity  in  Cross-Tides. 

4.  That  the  Cross-Tides  water-way  is  larger  by  one-third,  and  the  ebb-current  in  it 
more  rapid  by  one-half,  than  in  Front  River  below  Cross-Tides. 

5.  That  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  water  coming  down  the  Savannah  River  flows 
through  the  Cross-Tides  into  Back  River,  while  only  one-third  of  it  passes  down  Front 
River  past  the  city-wharves. 

Back  River,  therefore,  is  a  stream  of  about  double  the  capacity  of  Front  River,  a  fact 
which  suggests,  as  a  probable  remedy  for  those  evils  directly  due  to  the  comparatively 
small  volume  of  water  voided  by  the  latter,  the  constniction  of  works  for  diverting 
along  the  city-front  a  portion  of  the  water  which  now  flows  through  Back  River. 

The  project  of  the  United  States  engineer  in  charge  for  expending 
the  existing  appropriation,  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board, 
is  as  follows : 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  York,  May  13, 1875. 

General  :  The  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  appropriates  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  at  Savannah,  Georgia,  the  sum  of  $70,000. 

I  propose  to  expend  this  sum  during  the  next  fiscal  year  substantially  as  set  forth 
below : 

First.  In  constrncting  a  temporary  deflecting-jetty  of  piles,  sheet-piles,  and  string- 
pieces,  about  450  yards  in  length,  extending  down  stream  from  the  lower  end  of  Argyle 
Island,  at  the|Cro88-Tides,  witli  the  object  of  deflecting  into  Front  River,  along  the  city- 
wharves,  a  portion  of  the  water  which  now  flows  through  Cross-Tides  into  Back  River. 

A  temporary  jetty  is  recommended,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  not  money  enough 
available  for  this  improvement  to  construct  a  permanent  work  at  Cross-Tides,  and,  in 
addition  thereto,  pay  for  the  amount  of  dredging  deemed  necessary  during  the  coming 
fiscal  year.  A  temporary  work  will  last  several  years,  and  will,  it  is  thought,  settle 
the  question  whether  a  dam  across  the  Cross-Tides  is  really  necessary.  There  are  rea- 
sons why  a  dam  should  not  be  adopted,  if  a  jetty  can  be  made  to  answer  the  same  pur- 
pose. 

Even  were  there  funds  enough  to  cover  the  cost  of  a  permanent  work  at  Cross-Tides, 
it  would  be  well,  in  my  judgment,  to  try  a  temporary  jetty  first,  as  a  precaution  against 
the  improper  location  of  a  permanent  one,  should  the  result  iudicate  that  a  jetty  will 
accomplish  the  end  in  view  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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Estimated  cost  of  temporary  jetty 96,500 

Second.  In  deepening  the  channel  between  King's  and  Hutchinson's  Islands  to 
aid  the  flow  into  Front  River,  quantity  of  material  to  be  removed,  8,003  cubic 

yards,  at  27  cents  per  yard 2,160 

Third.  In  dredging  along  the  city-front  to  a  depth  of  14^  feet  mean  low- water.  9, 700 
Fourth.  In  opening  a  new  channel  near  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  below  the 
city  and  below  Fig  Island,  with  a  view  to  abandoning  the  present  circuitous 
channel  at  the  lower  end  of  Fig  Island, -known  as  "The  Wrecks,"  the  new 
channel  to  be  opened  during  the  coming  fiscal  year  to  a  low-water  depth  of 
14^  feet  and  a  width  of  about  95  feet.    Estimated  quantity  of  material  to  be 

removed,  132,000  cubic  yards,  at  27  cents  per  yard 35,640 

As  this  last-named  item  contemplates  a  departure  to  some  extent  from  the 
project  heretore  submitted  for  the  improvement  of  Savannah  River,  it  is  deemed 
proper  to  state  that  the  dredging  that  has  been  expended  from  time  to  time  in 
keeping  the  present  Fig  Island  Channel  open  could  not  have  been  omitted  in  any 
degree  without  serious  injury  to  the  shipping  interests.  It  was  the  channel 
kept  open  by  more  or  less  frequent  dredging  before  the  civil  war  began,  and  upon 
which  the  city  of  Savannah  expended  money  quite  liberally  after  the  close  of  the 
war ;  but  it  is  badly  located,  and  is  constantly  filling  up.  it  was  thought  that  by 
changing  its  direction  somewhat,  so  as  to  make  it  more  nearly  parallel  to  the 
direction  of  the  current,  it  might  be  preserved.  I  do  not  believe  it  can  be  kept 
open  without  frequent  dredging.  (A  chart  showing  the  proposed  channel  is  in- 
closed.) Until  the  pesent  time  it  has  never  been  possible,  for  want  of  funds,  to 
establish  the  new  channel. 

Fifth.  In  increasing  the  depth  of  the  present  channel  over  the  shoal  abreast  of 
Elba  Island  to  14^  or  15  feet  at  mean  low-water  for  a  portion  of  the  present 
width  of  125  feet 8,000 

Sixth.  In  increasing  to  14|  feet  mean  low- water  the  depth  of  the  present  new 
channel  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski  with  the  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden, 
working  5  months,  at  $1,600  per  month 8,000 

Total 70,000 

With  the  exception  of  providing  employment  for  the  "  Henry  Burden,"  the  appropria- 
tion will  be  expended  under  the  contract  system. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GiLLMORR, 

Lietit  Col.  of  EngineerSf  Bvt.  Major^Gen,  U.  S,  A, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chitf  of  Engineers  U.S.A. 

The  Board  coincides  with  the  views  expressed  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  engineer  in  charge,  sabmitted  August  28, 1873,  and  approves  of  the 
general  project  for  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Eiver  and  harbor 
therein  recommended  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

With  regard  to  the  improvements  and  progress  already  made  below 
"  The  Wrecks, "  the  depths  gained  by  dredging  have,  to  the  present 
time,  been  retained,  and,  at  certain  points,  even  have  been  increased  by 
the  currents. 

These  facts  indicate  that  the  localities  were  judiciously  chosen ;  bat 
further  observation  and  experience  of  results  would  seem  to  the  Board 
to  be  necessary  to  guide  in  the  solution  of  the  complicated  problem  pre- 
sented in  this  lower  section  of  the  river. 

The  annual  project  submitted  May  13,  1875,  for  carrying  forward  the 
work  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  also  meets  the  approval  of  the  Board, 
for  the  reasons  stated  below. 

The  characteristic  features  of  this  annual  project,  and  the  only  ones 
demanding  special  mention,  are — 

1.  A  temporary  deflecting  jetty  at  Cross  Tides,  projecting  down  stream  " 
from  tiie  lower  end  of  Argyle  Island. 

2.  A  new  channel  to  replace  the  existing  one  at  "  The  Wreaks." 

As  a  bare  question  of  engineering,  a  crib-dam  at  Cross-Tides  is  pre- 
ferred by  the  Board  to  a  dettecting-jetty ;  either  temporary  or  permanent, 
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bat  inasmuch  as  the  cost  of  a  permancDt  dam  cannot  be  defrayed  from 
the  existing  appropriation  without  diminishing  the  amount  of  dredging 
that  seems  necessary  at  points  below  the- city,  and  inasmuch  as  it 
appears  to  be  very  desirable  that  the  volume  of  flow  in  Front  Eiver 
should  be  increased  as  soon  as  practicable,  in  order  that  work  at  points 
lower  down  may  be  conducted  with  reference  to  the  new  physical  condi- 
tions thus  imposed  upon  the  stream,  the  jetty  is  recommended  as  a 
temporary  device  for  increasing  the  volume  of  ebb-flow  along  the  city 
^ont)  and  the  scouring  force  upon  Garden  Bank,  and  upon  the  shoal  at 
"The  Wrecks."    , 

The  old  jetty  projecting  from  the  upper  end  of  King's  Island  should 
be  removed  in  whole  or  in  greater  part,  if  the  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tion will  admit  of  it. 

As  auxiliary  to  the  jetty  the  shallow  water-way  between  King's  and 
Hutchinson's  Islands  might  advantageously  be  deepened  to  some  extent 
by  dredging,  in  order  to  increase  the  flow  of  both  the  ebb  and  the  flood  cur- 
rents in  Front  River,  and  prevent  the  former  from  backing  up  in  front 
of  the  jetty,  and  ultimately  scouring  a  deep  channel  around  its  outer 
extremity  into  the  Cross-Tides  for  want  of  adequate  avenues  of  escape  in 
the  desired  direction. 

At  "  The  Wrecks  "  the  existing  channel  could  doubtless  be  greatly  im- 
proved by  a  deflecting  jetty  projected  down  stream  from  the  south  shore 
in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  with  the  opposite  shore  of  Fig  Island. 
Such  a  jetty  might  indeed  be  sufficient,  after  the  completion  of  the  con- 
templated permanent  work  at  Cross-Tides  to  keep  ''  The  Wrecks  "  chan- 
nel open  to  the  required  depth. 

It  would,  however,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  be  an  impediment  to 
the  flow  of  the  flood-current  into  Front  River,  diminishing  even  the 
present  volume  of  that  flow,  and  would  therefore  impair  to  some  extent 
the  efficacy  of  the  projected  improvements,  one  of  the  leading  features 
of  which  is  to  make  Front  River  a  flood-tide  stream  in  an  increased 
degree.  The  chart  of  1874  shows  broad  and  deep  water  along  the  south 
shore  of  the  river  for  a  length  of  nearly  2  miles  below  the  shoal  at 
"The  Wrecks,"  extending  for  some  distance  up  into  the  lower  slope  of 
the  latter,  in  the  form  of  a  flood-tide  pocket.  A  similar  pocket  exists 
in  the  upper  slope  of  the  shoal  caused  mainly  by  the  ebb-current. 

It  is  submitted  that  a  channel  connecting  these  two  pockets,  if  jadi- 
ciously  located,  will  receive  and  discharge  both  the  ebb  and  flood  cur- 
rent in  the  direction  of  its  axis.  It  will  in  addition  thereto  augment 
the  volume  of  the  flood  entering  Front  River,  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
shorter  by  300  feet,  and  more  direct  than  the  present  channel. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  a  deflecting  jetty  extending  from  Fig  Island 
in  a  direction  nearly  due  east,  with  its  outer  extremity  resting  near  the 
head  of  the  present  narrow  channel  in  alwut  12  feet  water,  will  be  re- 
quired to  keep  this  new  channel  open,  but  such  a  work  is  not  recom- 
mended until  the  necessity  for  it  shall  have  been  demonstrated  after 
the  completion  of  the  Cross-Tides  improvement. 

The  water-way  between  the  lower  end  of  Fig  Island  and  the  upper 
limits  of  Savannah  City  should  be  amended,  and  its  marginal  limits 
deflned  and  maintained  under  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Board  agrees  with  the  engineer  in  charge  in  the  opinion  that  the 
modification  of  the  existing  water-way  along  the  city  front  should  be 
made  the  subject  of  special  study  hereafter,  when  the  effects  of  the  con- 
templated improvements  at  Cross-Tides  ajid  at  "The  Wrecks"  shall  have 
become  known. 
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A  chart  of  the  Gross-Tides  showing  proposed  location  of  the  tempo- 
rary jetty  is  submitted  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Z.  B.  Tower, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Major- General. 
H.  G.  Wright, 
Lieut  CoL  of  Engineersj  Brevet  Major- General. 

John  Newton, 
Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Major-General. 

Qi  A.  GiLLMORE, 

Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers^  Brevet  Major- General^  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


letter  of  the  chief  of  engineers. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtony  D.  0.,  June  23, 1875. 
Sir  :  The  project  submitted  in  your  communication  of  the  13th  May 
last,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  of  $70,000  for  the  "im- 
provement of  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  Ga.,"  made  by  the  act  of  March 
3, 1875,  having,  after  due  consideration,  been  submitted  to  a  Board  of 
engineer  officers  for  examination,  and  by  it  approved,  it  is  also  ap- 
proved by  this  office. 

You  will  please  proceed  accordingly  in  carrying  on  this  work  of  im- 
provement during  the  next  fiscal  year. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Humphreys. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  H.  Elliot, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


H  4- 

united  states  dredging-steamer  henry  burden. 

A  full  description  of  this  vessel  and  its  machinery  and  appliances  for 
dredging  was  submitted  with  my  last  annual  report,  and  published  in 
the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  Part  2,  Appendix  U  3. 

During  a  portion  of  the  past  fiscal  year  the  steamer  has  been  employed 
in  dredging  at  different  points  in  the  Savannah  Biver,andfor  a  short  time 
in  the  Beach  Channel  in  Charleston  Harbor.  My  reports  oo  those  im- 
provements show  the  quantities  of  material  removed  in  each  locality. 
The  working  of  the  dredging  apparatus  continues  to  be  entirely  satisfac- 
tory, although,  owing  to  the  presence  of  contractors'  equipments  in  the 
channels  dredged,  the  accidental  breaking  of  the  rudder  and  main  shaft  of 
the  steamer,  and  the  delay  and  expense  incident  to  their  repair,  the 
quantity  of  material  removed  was  somewhat  less  than  last  year,  and  the 
average  cost  of  removal  per  yard  a  trifle  higher,  as  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing table  : 
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1874-'75.  1875-'76. 

Least  cost  daring  any  one  day,  per  onbic  yard (0  06^  $0  06f 

Least  cost  during  any  one  week,  per  onbic  yard 09  09i- 

Least  cost  daring  any  one  month,  per  cubic  yard 10^  12^ 

Average  cost  for  the  year,  per  cubic  yard 19£  21]^; 

These  figures  cover  all  expenses  for  saperiDteudence,  wages,  and  sub- 
sistence of  crew,  fuel,  supplies,  all  repairs  necessary  to  keep  vessel  and 
machinery  in  good  order  and  prevent  deterioration,  and  for  the  renewal 
of  worn-oat  portions  of  pamping  apparatus. 


H  5. 

INSIDE  PASSAGE  BETWEEN  THE  SAINT  JOHN'S  RIVER  AND  FERNANDINA, 

FLORIDA. 

No  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  past  fiscal  year  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Saint  John's  River. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23,  1874,  appropriated  $10,000 
"  for  continuing  the  improvement  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saint  John's  River, 
Florida,  or  may  be  used  for  dredging  out  the  inside  passage  between 
Saint  John's  River  and  Nassau  Inlet."  The  same .  act  provided  for  a 
survey  of  the  inside  passage  between  Fernandina  and  Saint  John's 
River,  of  which  the  inside  passage  above  mentioned,  between  the  same 
river  and  Nassau  Inlet,  forms  a  part. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  the  work  of  dredging 
was  postponed  to  await  the  completion  of  the  survey  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  project  and  estimate  for  this  improvement.  This  was  com- 
pleted and  a  report  made,  embodying  suggested  methods  of  improve- 
ment for  the  inside  passage,  accompanied  by  charts  and  estimates  of 
cost,  June  14, 1875. 

After  deducting  the  cost  of  the  survey  from  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  above-mentioned  act,  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  has  been 
expended  in  dredging  the  inside  passage. 

The  balance,  $7,372.40,  being  too  small  to  commence  the  general  plan, 
given  in  my  report  of  the  survey  of  this  passage,  it  was  determined  to 
apply  it  to  dredging  at  such  points  as  would  give  the  greatest  depth  and 
width  over  all  the  shoals  in  this  channel,  as  shown  on  the  maps  accom- 
panying that  report. 

Under  authority  granted  in  the  letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated 
November  23, 1876,  an  agreement  was  made  with  the  American  Dredg- 
ing Company  to  remove  this  material  for  24  cents  per  cubic  yard,  the 
same  as  the  contract-price  ol  removing  the  material  from  the  Savannah 
River.  The  greatest  depth  and  width  that  it  was  found  practicable  to 
make  over  these  shoals  was  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  and  40  feet 
wide,  and  the  dredging  was  confined  to  those  places  where  the  channel 
was  not  of  those  dimensions. 

The  following  are  the  places  at  which  dredging  was  done : 

In  the  Sister's  Creek,  that  portion  of  the  channel  between  Saint  John's 
River  and  Fort  George  Inlet,  the  only  place  dredged  was  through  the 
Oyster  Shoal,  between  the  Sister's  Island,  where  the  channel  was  entirely 
obstructed  for  a  distance  of  500  feet.  Here  a  channel  of  the  above  di- 
mensions was  made,  and  2,816  cubic  yards  were  removed. 

The  other  shoals  dredged  were  in  what  is  termed  Sawpit  Creek,  or 
that  portion  of  the  channel  between  Fort  George  Inlet  and  Nassau  In- 
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let.  Tbe  principal  one  is  called  Gunnison's  Gut,  and  the  others  were  the 
tailing  shoals  and  middle  gronnd  immediately  south  of  it.  Through 
these  latter,  which  in  the  improvement  it  was  intended  to  avoid  by  mak- 
ing cut  No.  2,  (see  report  of  survey,)  a  channel  was  made  of  the  required 
dimensions  by  removing  400  cubic  yards.  At  Gunnison's  Gut,  where 
the  channel  was  completely  closed  for  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  the  ma- 
terial to  be  dredged  being  very  soft,  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove 
25,757  cubic  yards  before  a  channel  could  be  obtained  of  the  dimensions 
determined  upon. 

The  total  number  of  cubic  yards  removed  is  28,973,  and  there  is  now 
a  channel  not  less  than  40  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep,  mean  low-water, 
through  the  entire  inside  passage. 

The  same  causes  that  formed  these  shoals  will  in  all  probability  form 
them  again,  and  the  effect  of  the  present  improvement  will  be  lost  un- 
less another  appropriation  is  made  for  commencing  the  improvement 
recommended  in  my  report  of  the  survey.  In  this  report  an  appropri- 
ation of  $50,000  was  recommended  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1877,  and  an  additional  appropriation  of  $50,000  is  asked  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $7,372  40 

Amount  expended  duriufir  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 7,372  40 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  $160,000  to.  370, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.  50, 000  00 
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channel  of  the  entrance  to  cumberland  sound. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

N^ew  Yorkj  April  15,  1876. 
.  General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reccdpt  of  a  com- 
^nnication  from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  December 
15, 1875,  transmitting  to  me,  for  report  thereon,  the  following  resolution 
adopted  by  the  United  States  Senate  December  13,  1875,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  bis 
views  as  to  the  importance  and  practicability  of  improving  the  channel  of  the  entrance 
to  Cumberland  Sound,  with  estimates  of  tbe  probable  cost  of  the  construction. 

I  also  received,  at  the  same  time,  for  my  information,  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  on  the  2d  of  November,  1875,  by  the 
Hon.  D.  L.  Yulee,  of  Florida,  accompanied  by  sandry  documents  and 
maps,  all  having  refereno.e  to  the  subject  embraced  by  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate. 

The  bar  which  obstructs  the  entrance  from  the  ocean  to  Cumberland 
Sound  is  commonly  known  as  Femandina  Bar,  and  the  anchorage  inside 
as  Fernandina  Harbor.  The  northerly  portion  of  this  harbor,  lying 
between  the  main-land  and  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  Island,  is 
called  Cumberland  Sound.  The  southerly  portion  borders  on  the  north 
end  of  Amelia  Island. 

In  1843  that  portion  of  the  anchorage  directly  north  of  and  adjacent  to 

Amelia  Island,  starting  from  a  point  due  north  of  Fort  Clinch  wharf,  ran 

in  an  irregular  curved  line  about  due  east,  to  the  northward  of  the  present 

main  inner  channel,  and  at  distances  from  it  varying  from  70  to  250 

>xds.    At  a  point  about  2,300  yards  east  from  this  assumed  starting- 
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point;  it  crossed  the  present  line  of  channel,  running  in  a  southeasterly 
direction,  about  parallel  to  the  present  western  branch  of  the  bar-chan- 
nel, and  130  yards,  more  or  less,  to  the  southwest  of  it. 

At  a  point  a  little  over  eight-tenths  of  a  mile  due  east  from  the  pres- 
ent east  beacon  on  Amelia  Island,  it  divided  and  crossed  the  bar  in 
two  branches,  called  the  Eastern  Channel  and  the  Southern  Channel, 
with  a  total  divergence,  at  the  3-fathom  curve  outside  the  bar,  of  3 J 
miles. 

The  present  main  channel  over  the  bar  corresponds  to  this  former 
Eastern  Chfinnel,  although  located  over  f  of  a  mile  farther  south. 

The  depths  of  the  old  inner  channel,  from  the  starting-point  to  the 
fork,  varied  from  27  to  68  feet.  Over  the  same  course  the  present  depths 
vary  from  19J  to  46^  feet ;  the  greatest  depths,  then  as  now,  being  found 
north  of  Amelia  Island,  in  what  we  shall  term  the  Amelia  Basin.  The 
deepest  water  of  the  channel  of  1875,  corresponding  to  that  portion  of 
the  main  channel  of  1843  inside  the  fork,  shows  on  the  map  depths 
varying  from  19J  to  55^  feet. 

Going  out  from  the  fork  above  mentioned,  the  Southern  Channel  ran 
for  half  a  mile  in  the  same  southeasterly  direction  as  the  main  channel 
deviations  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  until  it  crossed  the  outer  18-foot 
above  the  fork,  when  it  swept  around  more  to  the  south,  with  occasional 
curve  after  a  course  of  3  miles  from  the  fork,  and  at  a  point  east  12^ 
south  from  Amelia  Island  light-house,  and  2J  miles  from  it.  The  depths 
in  the  Southern  Channel  ranged  from  14  to  25  feet. 

This  course  has  shoaled  to  such  a  degree  that  it  has  ceased  to  be  used 
b}'^  any  class  of  vessels.  Indeed,  no  channel  over  the  bar  has  existed 
in  that  vicinity  for  the  last  twenty  years  or  more.  . 

The  Eastern  Channel  of  1843,  beginning  at  the  fork,  ran  out  in  a 
somewhat  crooked  line,  but  its  general  direction  was  north  55°  east,  or 
about  parallel  to  its  course  in  later  years  down  to  the  present  time.  Its 
minimum  low-water  depth  in  1843  was  13  feet.  The  point  where  it 
debouched  into  deep  water  was  about  Ij^^  miles  distant  from  the  fork. 
This  eastern  branch  of  the  bar-channel  exhibits  an  evident  tendency  to 
shift  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  while  it  remains  parallel,  or  nearly  so, 
to  its  direction  in  1843.  In  1856  its  axis  was  about  900  yards  south- 
east from  its  position  in  1843,  having  traveled  at  the  rate  of  about  70 
yards  per  annum ;  in  1869  about  340  yards  southeast  from  that  in  1856, 
or  26  yards  per  annum ;  in  1874  about  320  yards  southeast  from  that  in 
1869,  and  from  the  survey  of  December,  1875,  and  January,  1876,  it 
appears  that  it  has  moved  about  120  yards  from  its  position  in  1874. 

In  1843  the  length  of  the  Eastern  Channel  between  the  inner  and  outer 
18-foot  curves  was  1^^  miles,  the  least  depth  being  13  feet.  In  1856  the 
whole  length  was  about  1^  miles,  and  the  minimum  depth  13  to  14  feet. 
In  1869  the  whole  length  was  1|^  miles,  with  a  minimum  depth  o£13  feet, 
while  at  the  present  time,  although  the  average  low-water  depth  is  14 
feet,  the  least  depth  for  a  short  distance  is  only  11^  feet. 

The  18-foot  curves  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  Amelia  Basin  have 
remained  about  stationary  since  the  survey  of  1843. 

The  north  side  of  this  basin  is  formed  by  shoals,  some  of  them,  like 
the  Pelican  Shoal,  bare  at  low-water,  extending  a  length  of  about  3 
miles  from  the  south  point  of  Cumberland  Island,  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion. A  current  observation  made  in  the  basin  north  of  the  location  of 
the  old  wharf  at  Fort  Clinch  shows  the  direction  of  the  ebb-tide  to  be 
about  N.  68^  E.,  being  directed  upon  and  apparently  striking  the  south 
slope  of  the  shoals  at  an  oblique  angle.  The  observation  being  stated 
to  have  been  taken  at  a  time  when  the  influence  of  wind  was  small,  this 
direction  is  to  be  considered  as  the  natural  outflow  of  ebb-tMB^t.Uf^ 
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point,  being  the  resultant  at  the  precise  point  of  observation,  though 
perhaps  not  the  ultimate  and  final  resultant  of  the  outflows  from  Amelia 
Eiver  and  Cumberland  Sound.  It  seems  more  probable  that  the  axis  of 
Amelia  Basin,  which  lies  nearly  east  and  west,  gives  the  true  mean 
direction  of  the  combined  ebb-currents  from  tho  sources  named. 

Under  this  supposition  it  is  not  necessary  to  assume  that  the  material 
composing  the  north  shoal  is  of  sufficient  firmness  to  have  resisted  for 
a  series  of  years  the  eroding  action  of  these  combined  ebb-currents 
striking  against  it  obliquely,  but  the  inference  is  admissible  that  the 
permanent  character  of  Amelia  Basin  is  due  to  an  equilibrium  of 
hydraulic  agencies  rather  than  to  any  powers  of  resisting  wear  possessed 
by  the  sides  of  the  channel  on  either  side.  Additional  observations  of 
the  currents,  and  of  the  character  of  the  bottom,  are  required  in  order 
to  determine  this  point  beyond  doubt. 

The  eastern  end  of  this  basin  has  been  steadily  extending  itself  sea- 
ward, in  a  direction  about  north  68°  east,  forming  at  the  present  time 
a  deep  pocket  reaching  into  the  inner  or  western  slope  of  the  bar  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  farther  than  it  did  in  1843,  and  correspondingly 
narrowing  the  bar  at  that  point.  According  to  the  survey  of  the  bar  in 
January,  1876,  this  eastern  end  has,  since  1874,  advanced  about  200 
yards  toward  the  sea. 

The  evident  tendency  is  to  cut  through  and  form  a  new  channel  nearly 
parallel  to  the  eastern  channel  of  1843,  and  about  450  yards  to  the  north- 
ward of  it,  to  take  the  place  of  that  channel,  in  fact,  whila  the  latter, 
which  has  already  moved  south  nearly  1,400  yards  from  its  position  in 
1843,  will,  in  time,  under  a  continuance  of  the  agencies  that  have  been 
at  work,  replace  the  Southern  Channel  of  1843,  which  became  extinct  at 
least  twenty*  years  ago. 

In  1843  the  eastern  end  of  this  deep-water  basin  had  also  a  south- 
eastern deep-water  pocket,  directed  toward  and  having  a  channel  out- 
let to  the  ocean  through  the  old  Southern  Channel.  Since  the  closing 
of  that  channel  this  southeastern  pocket  has  been  greatly  shortened  by 
filling  in,  and  at  the  present  time  does  not  extend  as  far  south,  by  three- 
eighths  of  a  mile,  as  the  most  southerly  bend  of  the  existing  bar-channel. 

The  trend  of  the  coast,  from  Saint  Augustine,  Fla.,  to  Saint  Andrew's 
Sound,  6a.,  a  length  of  80  miles,  is  nearly  due  north  and  south.  It  is 
fully  exposed,  therefore,  to  northeast,  east,  and  southeast  storms.  There 
is  no  evidence  of  a  prevailing  littoral  current,  although  the  Coast  Survey 
chart  shows  that  the  flood  produces  a  northern  and  the  ebb  tide  a  south- 
ern current  along  the  coast.  The  shifting  character  of  the  bar  is  due  to 
the  combined  and  ever-varying  action  of  winds,  waves,  and  tidal  and 
storm  currents.  There  are  no  tables  of  records,  so  far  as  I  know,  show- 
ing the  duration  and  intensity  of  any  of  these  agencies;  and  their  rela- 
tive influence,  therefore,  can  only  be  inferred  from  the  observed  magni- 
tude of  the  results  produced,  and  these  point  to  the  superior  aggregate 
force  of  northeast  winds,  and  the  waves  and  currents  produced  by 
them. 

Supposing  a  channel  to  exist,  forming  an  eastern  outlet  of  the  Amelia 
Basin  in  about  a  straight  line  with  an  assumed  longitudinal  axis  of  the 
basin,  but  unprotected  by  artificial  works,  the  waves  of  translation, 
driven  on  by  a  northeast  gale,  having  previously  obtained  great  power 
and  volume  by  rolling  over  an  unlimited  sea,  will  sweep  along  soft  sand 
and  broken  shells  and  fill  in  the  channel.  The  pent-up  water  of  the 
flood-tides  in  Cumberland  Sound  and  Fernandina  Harbor  will,  under 
the  influence  of  north  and  northeast  winds,  form  an  outlet  in  a  more 
southerly  direction.  This  motion  of  the  channel  will,  of  course,  be  re- 
tarded and  complicated  by  the  effects  of  southeasterly  winds.    In  the 
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coarse  of  years  the  cbanuel  will  have  been  forced  so  far  south,  slewing: 
aronnd  so  much  in  a  southerly  direction,  that  its  track  across  the  bar 
will  be  greatly  lengthened  by  its  obliquity;  the  edges  of  its  banks  will 
more  readily  and  frequently  be  broken  down  by  waves.  The  liability 
to  shoal,  and  the  constantly-increasing  obstructions,  will  so  impede  the 
outtiow  that  a  moment  will  arrive  when,  aided  by  favorable  circum- 
stances, such  as  spring-tides  of  uncommon  height,  in  connection,  per- 
haps, with  freshets  and  strong  westerly  winds,  the  ebbtide  will  break 
through  the  bar  at  some  place  more  nearly  in  elongation  of  the  deep- 
water  axis  of  Amelia  Basin,  when,  as  in  1843,  there  will  be  two  entrance- 
channels. 

It  wonld  seem  to  be  evident  that  with  the  facilities  now  afforded  to 
the  water  to  make  its  debouch  through  a  shorter  and  more  conveniently- 
located  channel,  the  Southern  Channel  will  pass  a  steadily  diminishing 
volume  of  water,  the  deterioration  of  its  banks  will  augment  in  a  rapidly 
increasing  ratio,  and  it  will  eventually  fill  up  to  a  level  with  the  sur- 
rounding bar  and  cease  to  be  a  ship-channel.  This  is  the  condition  of 
things  at  the  present  time,  and  has  been  so  for  the  last  twenty  years  or 
more. 

As  to  the  outer  18-foot  curve  bordering  on  the  ocean,  it  has,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  eastern  end  or  mouth  of  the  main  channel,  remained 
about  stationary  since  18G9  ;  but  about  1^  miles  north,  it  has  progressed 
seaward  about  one  fourth  of  a  mile.  As  compared  with  the  chart  of  1856, 
however,  the  chart  of  1875  shows  that  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of 
the  main  channel  the  deep  water  has  gained  since  1856,  forcing  back  the 
outer  18foot  curve  about  one-fourth  of  a  milQ. 

The  whole  length  of  the  Fernandina  bar,  measured  along  its  crest,  is 
7  miles,  and  the  distance  in  a  straight  line  between  the  two  points  where 
the  ends  join  the  shore  is  over  4  nnles.  Its  •southern  portion,  constitut- 
ing fully  three-fifths  of  its  entire  length,  lies  to  the  seaward  of  the  gen- 
eral line  of  the  coast,  the  most  salient  point  on  the  outer  18foot  curve 
being  1 J  miles  to  the  eastward  of  a  straight  line  drawn  tangent  to  the 
shore  above  and  below  the  harbor.  Its  formation,  maintenance,  and 
changeable  character  are  due  to  the  combined  action  of  the  waves  and 
tides,  and  not  to  the  subsidence  of  sediment  brought  down  by  the  streams 
(Amelia  and  Saint  Mary's  *Eivers)  which  discharge  their  waters  into 
Cumberland  Sound. 

FORMATION  AND  GROWTH  OF  BARS. 

Delta  bars  are  formed  at  the  mouths  of  delta  streams  by  material 
carried  down  by  the  stream  and  deposited  at  its  mouth. 

Drift-bars — so  designated  by  General  Humphreys — ^are  formed  by 
sand  carried  or  drifted  along  the  shore,  and  dropped  in  the  mouths  of 
streams,  at  times  when  the  prevailing  winds'  cause  the  waves  to  wash 
the  shores  obliquely,  thus  producing  surf-currents  along  the  shore,  some- 
times in  one  direction  and  sometimes  in  another,  iK3cording  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  obliquity. 

Wave-bars  are  produced  by  the  upheaving  action  of  the  waves,  when 
they  approach  the  shore  and  are  converted  by  breaking  into  waves  of 
translation.  The  bar  is  tbe  result  of  their  effort  to  maintain  an  unbroken 
beach  across  the  month  of  the  stream.  The  mouth  of  a  river  may  be 
entirely  closed  by  a  single  storm.  Such  was  practically  the  case  several 
years  ago  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  Ohio,  aft^r  the  east  pier,  first 
constructed,  had  disappeared.  There  was  ordinarily  12  feet  of  water  on 
the  bar  at  Its  mouth,  while  inside  16  to  18  feet  could  be  carried  lor  a 
distance  of  4  miles.  ^^-^  t 
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There  are  few  bars  which  owe  their  existence  to  any  one  of  the  fore- 
going causes,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  others.  When  the  harbor 
or  river  empties  into  a  tidal  sea,  the  results  are  greatly  modified,  and 
in  some  cases  largely  controlled  by  the  tide-currents. 

The  bar  at  the  mouth  of  a  delta  stream,  although  it  may  be,  and  usu- 
ally is,  composed  largely  of  the  sediment  fnrnished  by  the  stream,  is 
yet  in  the  general  case  made  up  in  part  of  drift  material  brought  in  by 
the  surf  on  either  side,  and  in  part  of  material  cast  up  by  the  waves. 

If  the  stream  is  non-sedimentary  and  supplies  no  appreciable  portion 
of  the  bar,  the  latter  may  be  due'almost  exclusively  either  to  the  drift 
or  to  the  action  of  the  waves,  modified  in  tidal  waters  by  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  tidal  currents. 

A  driftand-wave  bar  can,  in  most  cases  of  streams  which  carry  down 
a  large  rain-fall,  be  converted  tenjporarily  into  a  drift-bar  only  by  the 
construction  of  parallel  piers  or  jetties  reaching  from  the  shore  to  or 
beyond  the  crest  of  the  bar,  and  then  deepening  the  water  between  the 
jetties  by  dredging  in  case  the  scouring  does  not  effect  it.  If  the  depth 
attained  be  such  that  the  waves  do  not  break  on  the  bar,  and  thus  be- 
come waves  of  translation,  they  will  throw  up  little,  if  any,  sand.  The 
channel  in  this  case  will  not  shoal  up  rapidly  until  the  drift  accnma- 
lates  on  the  outer  side  of  the  windward  pier  to  such  extent  that  it  begius 
to  escape  around  the  end.  A  deposit  will  then  ensue  m  the  channel 
between  the  pierheads,  and  a  drift-bar  will  be  formed.  As  soon  as  the 
water  becomes  shallow  enough  to  cause  the  waves  to  break  in  the  chan- 
nel, the  shoaling  will  be  hastened,  and  the  bar  will  then  become  a  drift- 
and-wave bar. 

The  existence  of  the  Fernandina  bar  and  the  changes  which  it  is  con- 
stantly undergoing  are  due  to  the  combined  action  of  winds,  waves,  and 
tides.    It  is  in  no  sense,  nor  to  any  extent,  a  delta-bar. 

In  considering  the  question  of  the  probable  effects  of  jetties  on  the 
improvement  of  Fernandina  J^Larbor,  it  is  necessary  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  volume  of  water  received  by  the  tidal  or  storage  basin  at  average 
flood-tide,  and  of  the  amount  discharged  at  ebb-tide,  which  includes 
the  supply  of  fresh  water  by  the  Saint  Mary's  and  other  streams. 
This  estimate  cannot  be  other  than  a  rude  approximation,  since  only  a 
few  surface-current  observations  are  shown  on  the  Coast  Survey  chart, 
and  only  a  small  part  of  the  tidal  basin  is  given  by  that  chart  on  a 
sufficiently  large  scale  to  allow  a  computation  to  be  made  of  its  area. 
The  following  pages  will  show  the  results  of  the  investigation  in  that 
direction : 

1.  Area  of  tidal  reservoir. 

2.  Its  cubic  contents  between  mean  high  and  low  water. 

An  approximate  estimate  of  the  area  covered  by  the  flood-tide,  west 
of  Amelia  Basin,  gives  the  following  results : 

Square  feet. 

Amelia  River 47,780,000 

Diyiding Basin,  S.  Amelia  Eiver 13,500,000 

JaoksoQ  Creek , 4,140,000 

Kingsley'a  Cot 2,196,000 

Lanceford  Creek 24,748,000 

Bell  Eiver 62,251,800 

Jolly  River 23,828,000 

Saint  Mary's  River 115,500,000 

North  River 6,900.000 

Cumberland  Sound 388,000,000 

All  other  creeks  and  inlets,  say  10  per  cent 68,884,380 

Total  area 757,728,180 

Or  about  27  square  miles. 
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Tbe  mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide  at  Fernandina  is  5.9  feet ;  at  Saint 
Mary's,  6.3  feet.  If  tlie  general  average  of  rise  and  fall  for  the  whole 
area  is  taken  at  6  feet,  the  volume  of  water  flowing  out  between  Cum- 
berland and  Amelia  Islands  in  a  period  of  6  hours  and  15  minntes, 
which  is  the  average  duration  of  ebb-tide,  is  equal  to  4,546,369,080 
cubic  feet.  This  is  the  total  volume  of  the  tidal  basin  between  the 
planes  of  high  and  low  water,  and  does  not  include  any  water  derived 
from  land-drainage. 

Three  profiles,  marked  I,  11,  and  III,  were  drawn  and  calculated. 
Their  location  is  shown  in  Plates  I  and  II,  their  cross-sections  on  Plate 
III.  It  will  be  seen  that  II  and  III  have  the  form  of  curves,  which  re- 
sults from  their  being  located  in  their  proper  positions  normally  to  the 
direction  of  the  various  current-threads.  Profile  1  was  assumed  to  be 
in  a  straight  line  about  normal  or  perpendicular  to  the  average  direc- 
tion of  tbe  tide-currents  in  that  vicinity,  (tide  observation  No.  2  on  the 
chart  of  1875.)  Dividing  the  ebb-tide  into  four  quarters,  the  areas  of 
Profile  I,  passed  through  by  the  water  at  these  several  stages,  average 
as  follows : 

PKOFILK  I.— EBB. 

Square  feet. 

During  first  qaarter,  beginning  at  high- water  slack 158, 465 

During  second  quarter 149,580 

During  third  quarter 140,795 

Dnring  fourth  quarter 13*2, 113 

Mean  area 145,236 

The  aggregate  time  occupied  in  passing  these  several  areas  or  sub- 
profiles  is  6  hours  15  minutes,  or  22,500  seconds.  The  volume  discharged 
during  that  time,  not  including  the  land-drainage,  is  estimated  at 
4,546,360,080  cubic  feet.  As  a  merely  preliminary  test,  we  will  assume 
that  this  volume  passes  out  at  a  uniform  rate,  that  is,  with  a  steady 
average  velocity,  and  through  an  unchanging  mean  cross-section.  On 
this  hypothesis  we  find  the  volume  discharged  per  second  to  be  202,061 
cubic  feet.  The  area  of  cross-section  being  145,238  square  feet,  the 
mean  velocity  in  such  an  ideal  case  would  be  1.391  feet  per  second,  or 
0.948  mile  per  hour.  According  to  DuBuat,  the  corresponding  surface- 
velocity  should  be  in  this  case  1.185  mile.  By  referring  to  current  ob- 
servation No.  2,  (chart  of  1875,)  in  the  vicinity  of  profile  I,  we  find  the 
surface-velocities,  commencing  with  0  at  high-water  slack,  to  be  1.7 
nautical  miles  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter,  2.1  nautical  miles  at  the 
end  of  the  second  quarter,  and  1.7  nautical  miles  at  the  end  of  the  third 
quarter.  The  average  surface-velocity  is,  consequently,  1.38  nautical 
miles  :=:  1.58  statute  miles,  or  0.40  mile  more  than  that  above  calculated. 
This  shows  at  onoe  that  the  current  must  be  of  unequal  force,  stronger 
in  the  deep  portions  and  weaker  over  the  shoals  near  the  shores.  This 
fact  has  been  demonstrated  by  many  experiments,  and  expressed  jn  for- 
mulae. It  l^as,  among  other  proofs  of  its  existence,  as  a  law,  been  cor- 
roborated in  an  interesting  manner  by  the  important  observations  of 
Mr.  R6vy,  on  the  Parana,  the  Uruguay,  and  the  La  Plata  estuaries,  (J. 
J.  R6vy,  London,  1874.)    In  these  great  water-courses — 

The  velocity  of  the  river,  at  any  given  cross-section,  proved  to  be  directly  propor- 
tional to  the  depth.  Thus,  if  a  shoal  occurs  in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  the  velocity 
of  the  current  over  the  shoal  is  less  than  that  of  the  deeper  water  on  either  side;  and 
this  diminution  of  speed  is  proportionate  to  the  loss  of  depth.  So  direct  is  this  rela- 
tion that  a  plan  of  tbe  surface-velocities,  if  projected  on  the  appropriate  scale,  coincides 
very  closely  with  the  section  of  the  bottom  of  the  river.  (Hydraulics  of  Great  Rivers, 
Ediubarg  Keview,  1874.) 
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The  calculated  mean  velocity  was  found  to  be  1.391  feet  per  second 
the  observed  average  surface- velocity  at  ebb-tide  1.58  statute  miles  per 
hour  =  2.33  feet  per  second,  corresponding  to  a  general  mean  velocity  of 
1.86  feet  per  second.  To  this  velocity  corresponds  a  certain  head,  or 
-what  amounts  to  the  same  thing,  a  mean  hydraulic  slope.  This  hydraulic 
slope  is  considered  to  be  the  same  for  all  the  different  portions  of  the 
profile  now  under  consideration,  but  it  will  produce  different  velocities, 
the  greatest  (1.86  feet  per  second)  in  deep  water,  and  less  toward  the 
shoals.  Making  use  of  the  formula  of  Downing,  which  is  at  once  sim- 
ple and  assumed  to  be  rather  satisfactory  for  large  discharges  of  water, 
we  find 

V  =  100  X  VlTxd 

where  V  =  mean  velocity  in  feet  per  second, 

R  =  hydraulic  radius,  i.  6.,  area  of  profile  divided  by  wet  perimeter, 
S  =  mean  hydraulic  slope, 

from  which  we  derive 

""  10000  X  K 

The  mean  aggregate  area  of  the  profile  is  145,238  square  feet ;  the  vol- 
ume per  second  202,061  cubic  feet  at  ebb-tide.  To  the  mean  velocity  of 
1.86  feet  in  deep  water,  corresponds,  according  to  the  formula,  a  mean 
hydraulic  slope  S  =  .0000088.  If  we  divide  profile  I  into  seven  com- 
partments, according  to  depths,  we  obtain  the  mean  velocity  V  in  any 
compartment  of  which  the  mean  hydraulic  depth  is  r  by  the  equation 

V  =  100  X  Vr  X  6 

wherein  the  value  of  S  is  substituted  as  derived  from  the  known  velocity 
and  hydraulic  depth  of  the  deepest  compartment.  The  results  which 
furnish  one  of  the  factors  of  the  middle  column  in  the  following  table 
show  the  lessened  velocities  of  flowing  water  in  the  shallow  portion  of 
a  profile,  as  compared  with  the  greater  velocities  in  the  deeper  parts. 

Knowing  the  area  of  each  compartment  and  its  coi  responding  mean 
velocity,  the  volumes  are  found  as  follows : 

First  compartment,       7, 393  X    .92  =  6, 802  cubic  feet. 

Second  compartment,  27, 294  X  1.24  =  36, 324  cubic  feet. 

Third  compartment,    11,669x1.4   =  16, 337  cubic  feet. 
Fourth  compartment  83,047  X  1.86=  154,467  cubic  feet. 

Fifth  compartment,      9,126x1.4   =  13, 324  cubic  feet. 

Sixth  compartment,      2, 043  X  1.26  =  2, 574  cubic  feet. 

Seventh  compartment,  2,  ti32  X    .82  =  2, 322  cubic  feet. 

SKi2, 150  cubic  fee€. 

This  exceeds  the  original  estimate  (202^061  cubic  feet)  by  about  15 
per  cent. ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  it  is  clear  that  reducing  the  size  of  the 
compartments  or  panels  by  increasing  their  number  will  result  in  a 
more  correct  computation,  coming  closer  to  the  approximate  volume  of 
202,061  cubic  feet ;  secondly,  that  the  flow  on  the  shoaler  portions  has 
been  already  interfered  with  by  friction,  when  arriving  at  the  shore- 
ends  of  the  profile ;  and,  third,  that  the  calculated  discharge  of  232,150 
cubic  feet  per  second,  being  based  upon  the  observed  mean  hydraulic 
radii,  includes  the  land-drainage  of  the  Saint  Mary's  Eiver  and  tributa- 
ries, which  was  not  taken  into  account  in  the  first  estimate  of  202,061 
cubic  feet  discharged  per  second. 
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VOLUMES  OF  EBB  AND  FLOOD  TIDES. 

Wft  shall  now  consider  more  in  detail  the  flow  of  tides  in  Fernandina 
Harbor,  beginning:  with  the  ebbtide,  and  calculating  its  volumes  of 
flow  through  Profiles  I,  II,  and  III,  and  Plates  I,  II,  and  III. 

Ebbtides, — We  will  commence  with  Profile  I,  located  as  already  de- 
scribed. The  ebb-tide  is  stated  to  last  6  hours  15  minutes.  From  a 
rather  careful  and  detailed  computation  it  is  found  that,  beginning  at 
high- water  slack,  the  following  volumes  pass  during  the  four  quarters 
of  the  ebb-tide,  the  duration  of  each  quarter  being  1  hour  33  minutes 
45  seconds,  or  5,625  seconds.  For  each  quarter  the  profile  wars  divided 
into  seven  compartments,  according  to  the  most  striking  variations  of 
depths,  the  area  of  each,  and  its  own  wetted  perimeter  ascertained,  and 
its  special  mean  velocity  deduced  by  means  of  D'Aubuisson-Dowuing's 
formula : 

PROFILE  I.— EBB. 

Volumes  per  second  in  cubic  feet. 


Kamber  of  quarter. 

Total 
volame. 

Between  18-foot  carves. 

Between  24-foot  onrves.^ 

■First 

152.708 
3A062 
304,  C56 
126.589 
226, 754 

1 19.145,  or  78     per  cent  of  whole. . 
2i$6,466.  or  80    per  oeut.  of  whole. . 
245.3 18,  or  80     per  cent,  of  whole . . 
104,003.  or  82.2  p«*r  cent^  of  whole.. 
181,233,  or  80     per  cent,  of  whole. . 

98.517,  or  64.5  per  cent,  of  whole. 
213,153,  or  66  per  cent,  of  whole. 
205,074,  or  67.3  per  cent,  of  whole. 

87,724,  or  69.3  per  cent,  of  whole. 
151,117,  or  66.6  per  cent,  of  whole. 

Second  

Third 

Fourth 

AveraKO 

This  table  shows  that  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  the  ebb  takes  the 
deep  channel,  and  that  as  the  tide  continues  the  proportional  amount 
flowing  in  the  deep  channel  increases.  We  perceive  also  that  during 
the  first  half  ebb  the  discharge  exceeds  that  of  the  second  half.  The 
Bggvegekte  discharge  of  one  full  ebbtide  will  therefore  be  as  follows : 

PROFILE  I. — EBB.  . 

Cabio  feet 

Volnme  of  first  quarter 858,982,500 

Volame  of  second  quarter 1,817,223,750 

Volame  of  third  quarter 1,713,690,750 

Volume  of  fourth  quarter : 712,063,375 

Volume  of  one  ebb-tide 5, 101,960,375 

This  volume  exceeds  by  about  12  per  cent,  the  volume  of  4,546,369,080 
cabic  feet,  calculated  from  quite  a  different  basis.  That  the  outflow 
should  exceed  the  amount  of  stored-up  flood- water  is  clear  enough ;  the 
quabtity  of  excess  will  depend  on  the  hydraulic  state  of  the  Saint 
Mary's  River,  and  the  other  tributaries. 

Profile  II.  This  profile  is  located  lower  down  the  Amelia  Basin,  taken 
normally  to  the  average  direction  of  the  currents  of  observation  Ko.  5, 
(chart  1875.)  It  is  a  partial  profile,  touching  shore  only  on  its  southern 
end  where  it  crosses  Kingsley's  Bank.  The  other  end  terminates  on  the 
north  shoal. 

The  observed  surface- velocities  of  the  ebb  tide,  at  the  deep-water  por- 
tions of  this  profile,  are  1.9,  2.6,  and  2  nautical  miles  per  hour,  at  the 
end  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  quarters,  respectively.  From  these 
data  we  deduce  the  various  velocities  for  the  dilferent  depth-compart- 
ments of  the  profiles  of  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  quarter  ebb, 
and,  having  these,  we  obtain  the  volumes. 
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PROFILE  IT.— EBB. 

Volumeaper  second  in  cubic  feet. 


Kamber  of  quarter. 

Total 
volume. 

Between  18-foot  carves. 

Between  24-foot  carves. 

First  

106,670 
234,401 
223,388 
89,688 
163,536 

85,892,  or  80.6  per  cent,  of  whole. . 
194.110,  or  82.8  per  cent,  of  whole. . 
191,381,  or  85.6  per  cent  of  whole.. 

79,258,  or  88.3  per  cent,  of  whole.. 
137,662,  or  84.2  per  cent,  of  whole . . 

75,110,  or  70.5  per  cent,  of  whole. 
171,407,  or  74.1  per  cent  of  whole. 
168,832,  or  75.6  per  cent,  of  whole. 

70,140,  or  78.2  per  cent,  of  whole. 
121,372,  or  74.2  per  cent,  of  whole. 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Average 

Comparing  this  table  with  that  of  Profile  I,  it  is  found  that  72  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  volume  that  passed  Profile  I  flows  througfh  the  par- 
tial Profile  II,  including  Kingsley's  Bank.  Consequently,  while  the  ebb- 
tide moves  from  Profile  I  to  II,  a  distance  of  If  miles  measured  along 
the  deep-water  channel,  28  per  cent  of  the.  whole  volume  escapes  in  a  north- 
erly direction  through  Cumberland  Channel  and  across  Pelican  and  otiier 
shoals.  In  bQth  profiles  the  proportion  of  water  taking  the  deep  chan- 
nel increases  with  each  succeeding  quarter — L  6.,  as  the  tide  lowers — a 
fact  which  is  more  strongly  marked  in  Profile  II  than  in  Profile  I,  show- 
ing that  the  resistance  to  sideicay  spreading  over  the  northern  shoals  aug- 
ments as  the  height  of  the  tide  decreases. 

Profile  III.  This  is  also  a  partial  profile,  located  on  the  western  or 
inner  slope  of  the  bar,  and  crossing  the  present  main  channel.  This 
profile  necessarily  presents  a  considerably  curved  line,  on  the  princi- 
ple that  a  profile  should  always,  as  nearly  as  possible,  be  normal  to  the 
direction  of  the  currents.  It  is  located  so  as  to  take  in  the  two  current 
observations,  JS'os.  8  and  10,  (chart  of  1875,)  and  to  cross  the  eastern 
end  of  the  eastern  deep-water  pocket  of  Amelia  Basin.  Of  the  observed 
velocities  of  Nos.  8  and  10,  averages  were  taken  and  assumed  to  apply- 
to  that  part  of  the  profile"  situated  about  midway  between  the  two  points 
of  observation ;  and  on  that  basis  the  various  velo<ilties  resulting  for  the 
different  depth  compartments  of  the  profile  were  calculated  by  using 
Downing's  formula. 

The  profile  extends  from  Amelia  Island  across  the  existing  ship-chan- 
nel on  the  bar,  and  across  the  eastern  end  of  the  deep-water  pocket,  to 
the  6-foot  curve  of  the  north  breakers. 

PROFILE  III.— EBB. 

Volumes  jper  second  in  cubic  feet. 


Ko.  of  quarter. 

Total 
Tolame. 

In  main  channeL 

In  deep-water  pocket. 

First 

78.250 
24.^94l 
213,085 

5.1,549 
147, 7WJ 

19,037,  or  24  3  per  cent  of  whole 

55.845,  or  22.7  per  cent  of  whole 

48  7'{5,  or  22  9  p(*r  cent,  of  whole 

11.100,  or  14  per  cent  of  whole. 
33,369.  or  13.6  per  cent,  of  whole. 

!«fl  1\A    nr  li  1  TiAr/>Anf.  nf  wKoIa. 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

12.497,  or  23  35  per  cent,  of  whole '  »*  n.sfl^nr  is  tw^r  ««nt.  nf  whi  JiiL 

Average 

34.028,  or  23  per  cent,  of  whole 

20,671,  or  14  per  cent  of  wbolei 

By  comparing  the  average  discliarge  (147,706  cubic  feet)  of  Profile  III 
with  the  average  discharge  (163,530  cubic  feet)  of  Profile  II,  a  difference 
of  9.7  per  cent,  is  found.  This  amount,  which  is  equal  to  7  per  cent,  of 
the  total  ebb-flow  through  Profile  I,  passes  out  over  the  shoals  of  the 
north  breakers  while  the  ebb  tide  is  moving  from  II  to  III.  From  I  to 
IITj  therefore,  35  per  cent  of  the  whole  discharge  escapes  across  the  north 
hreakerSf  of  which  ainount  28  per  cent  passes  between  I  and  II  and  1  per 
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cent  between  II  and  IIL  By  measuring  the  line  from  I  tx)  III  along  the 
shoals  on  the  southern  borders  of  the  north  breakers,  we  find  that,  for 
equal  lengths,  more  water  escapes,  comparatively,  between  Cumberland 
Island  and  Pelican  Shoal  than  farther  out,  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  greater  depths  of  Cumberland  Channel.  If  we  take  the  whole 
length  of  shoal  line  from  Cumberland  Point  to  the  north  end  of  Profile 
III  to  be  about  5,400  yards,  as  measured  on  the  chart,  then,  between  I 
and  III,  1  per  cent,  of  the  total  discharge  escapes  at  every  lineai^ length 
of  154  yards.  But  by  considering  only  the  distance  from*  I  to  III  (3,875 
yards)  we  find  1  per  cent,  flowing  out  in  a  northerly  direction  over  every 
length  of  138  yards,  on  an  average,  while  from  11  to  III,  1  per  cent, 
flows  out  over  every  length  of  218  yards.  This,  seems  to  indicate  the 
deflecting  influence  of  the  shoals  of  the  north  breakers  during  ebb-tide. 
It  is  also  seen,  by  inspecting  the  tables  of  Profiles  I,  II,  and  III,  that, 
during  the  first  half  of  the  ebb,  the  discharge  is  always  larger  than 
during  the  second  half,  and  that  of  the  discharges  during  the  four 
quarters,  those  of  the  second  quarter  are  uniformly  the  largest.  In  Pro- 
file 1  the  discharge  of  the  first  half  of  ebb  is  5  per  cent,  larger  than 
during  the  second  half;  in  Profile  II  nearly  7  per  cent.,  and  in  III  10 
per  cent. 

FLOOD-TIDES. 


The  duration  of  the  flood  is  stated  to  be  6  hours  9  minutes.  Compu- 
tations have  been  made  of  the  volumes  of  water  received  during  each 
of  the  four  quarters  of  flood,  of  Profiles  I,  II,  and  111.  The  following 
are  the  results : 

PROFULB  L— FLOOD. 

Volumes  per  eecond  in  cubic  feet. 


2S'o.  of  quarter. 

Total 
volnme. 

Between  18-foot  carree. 

Between  24-foot  curves. 

First 

67.790 
242, 742 

340.710 
148.  687 
199,982 

55.743.  or  82.2  per  cent  of  whole 

195.421,  or  80  5  per  cent,  of  whole 

269,595,  or  79.1  per  cent,  of  whole 

115.190,  or  77,5  per  cent  of  whole 

154,190,  or  77.3  per  cent  of  whole 

46,940.  or  69.2  per  cent  of  whole. 
163.418.  or  67.3  per  cent  of  whole. 
224.810,  or  66  per  cent  of  whole. 
95.925,  or  64  5  per  cent  of  whole. 
132,773,  or  66.4  per  cent  of  whole. 

Second 

Third 

fourth 

Average 

It  has  been  found  that  if  the  estimate  of  accumulated  flood-water  in 
the  reservoir  composing  Cumberland  Sound  and  the  connecting  creeks 
and  estuaries  be  approximately  correct,  then  there  ought  to  be  an  out- 
flow averaging  202,061  cubic  feet  per  second  discharged,  for  draining 
oft*  the  reservoir  to  low- water  level,  while  the  inflow  should  average 
^05,34G  cubic  feet  per  second,  in  view  of  the  shorter  duration  of  the  ' 
flood-tide.  The  table  above  shows  that  199,9SJ  cubic  feet  per  second 
are  received  on  an  average,  a  deficiency  of  from  2  to  3  per  cent.  This 
difference  ought  to  represent  the  water,  supplied  to  the  tidal  reservoir 
by  land-drainage,  which  it  does  with  a  close  approximation  to  the  cal- 
culated supply  from  that  source.  If  the  discrepancy  were  a  large  one, 
it  might  be  accounted  for  in  various  ways.  For  instance,  it  is  quite 
probable  that  after  the  real  ebb-tide  has  already  cea«ed,  the  river-water, 
which  at  low-water  has  its  outflow  least  obstructed,  still  continues  to 
run  out  on  top  of  the  salt  water,  apparently,  though  not  in  fact  pro- 
longing the  ebb,  while  below  it  the  sea-water  already  begins  to  flow 
inward,  and  thus  in  reality  lengthening  the  apparent  time  of  flood  and 
shortening  the  apparent  time  of  ebb. 

As  stated  by  Mr.  D.  Stevenson,  it  must  be  borne  in  miud^hat  the 
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application  of  any  known  formala  to  the  determination  of  the  mean  ve- 
locity and  discharge  of  a  river  is  shown  by  experimental  inquiry  to 
afford  only  a  rongh  approximation,  nnless  observations  are  made  em- 
bracing the  velocities  at  different  parts  of  the  cross-sections."  In  deep 
places  these  velocities  should,  if  possible,  be  taken  with  the  tachometer 
or  stream-gauge,  to  determine  the  velocity  as  the  stream  or  current 
passes  the  Une  of  cross-sections.  As  to  the  ander-cnrrents,  Mr.  Steven- 
son say«  that  caution  must  be  observed,  since  the  rules  from  which  the 
mean  velocities  are  deduced  assume  that  they  bear  a  constant  ratio  to 
the  surface-velocities,  which  does  not  apply  to  many  situations  which 
are  within  the  influence  of  the  tide.  In  surveying  the  Dee  at  Aberdeen, 
Mr.  Bobert  Stephenson  found  that,  while  there  was  an  outward  upper 
current  of  fresh  water,  there  was  an  inward  undercurrent  of  salt  water. 
Another  instance  of  such  an  under-current,  though  not  occasioned  by 
the  presence  of  a  river,  was  found  to  exist  in  a  marked  degree  at  the  • 
Gromarcy  Firth,  where  Mr.  Alan  Stevenson  found  (in  1837)  currents 
greatly  exceeding  the  surface-velocity.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
only  a  very  few  observed  velocities  are  given  on  the  chart,  and  that 
those  used  in  the  calculations  are  therefore  only  approximately  correct, 
or,  if  entirely  correct  in  some  cases,  are  not  known  to  be  so. 

In  the  absence  of  any  positive  proofs  of  the  existence  of  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  flood  and  of  any  increased  undercurrents  not  shown  by  the 
adopted  formula,  it  is  thought  best  to  let  the  results  shown  in  the  table 
of  floods  in  Profile  I  stand  as  they  are,  and  consider  that  any  modiflca- 
tion  that  ought  to  apply  to  them  would  apply  in  equal  proportion  to  the 
other  profiles. 

PKOFILE  n.— FLOOD. 


Volumes  per  second  in  cubic  feet 

Ko.  of  qoarter. 

Total 
volume. 

Between  IS-foot  carves. 

Between  24-foot  curves. 

First 

S  -cond 

49, 178 
161,  S09 
196,463 

87. 238 
123, 572 

43,450,  or  83.3  per  cent  of  whole 

137,980,  or  85.4  per  cent  of  whole 

163.163,  or  83  per  cent,  of  whole 

70,460,  or  80  8  per  cent  of  whole 

101,450,  or  82. 1  per  cent  of  whole 

38.890,  or  79  per  cent  of  whole. 
121.450.  or  75.2  per  cent  of  whole. 
143, 122,  or  72.8  per  cent  of  whole. 
61,614,  or  70.6  per  cent  of  whole. 
91,233,  or  73  8  per  cent  of  wholew 

Third 

Fourth 

Average 

By  comparing  this  table  with  that  of  Profile  I,  it  is  seen  that  6:i  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  volume  passing  Profile  I  at  the  flood  flows  through  Pro- 
file II,  including  Kiugsley's  Bank.  Consequently  38  per  cent.j  or  an  aver- 
age of  75,992  cubic  feet  per  second,  of  the  flood-tide  enters  between  the  Pro- 
files I  and  II,  in  a  southerly  afid  southwesterly  direction,  through  Cum- 
berland Channel  and  across  Pelican  and  other  slioals.  It  has  also  been 
shown  that  over  precisely  the  same  route  2^  per  cent  of  the  ebbtide,  or  an 
average  of  53,218  cubic  feet  per  second^  escapes  to  the  north,  which  indi- 
cates that  the  volume  of  flood  exceeds  the  volume  of  ebb  passing  over 
this  northern  portion  of  the  main  bar  by  about  12  per  cent.  The 
eflect  is  to  make  the  inner  slope  of  this  part  of  the  bar  very  steep; 
the  sand  which  is  rolled  along  by^  the  flood  current  on  the  bottom  of  tbe 
outer  slope  is  first  brought  to  rest  in  the  deep  water  of  the  inner  basin. 
The  ensuing  ebb-current,  which  receives  its  velocity  and  direction  from 
the  large  volume  of  Cumberland  Sound,  sweeps  the  inner  slope  of  the 
northern  shoals  longitudinally,  and  takes  up  this  sand  and  carries  it  out 
by  the  Amelia  Basin,  depositing  it  upon  the  main  bar.  The  channel 
next  to  Cumberland  Island  is  therefore  a  flood-tide  channel,  like  the 
Sullivan's  Island  or  Beach  Channel,  in  Charleston  Harbor.  They  both 
possess  in  a  marked  degree  the  steep  inner  slope  which  invariably 
characterizes  a  channel  maintained  by  the  flood-tide,x^hich,  paving 
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once  passed  in,  is  so  mach  diverted  in  its  direction  on  tbe  ebb  by  the 
axial  line  of  tbe  tidal  basin  that  it  cannot  flow  out  in  full  volnme 
through  the  same  opening,  but  sweeps  past  its  mouth  in  its  passage  to 
some  more  direct  outlet. 

Ill  both  profiles  the  proportion  of  water  taking  the  deep-water  chan- 
nel decreases  as  the  tides  rises,  showing  that  the  guiding  influence  of  the 
shoals  is  less  felt  as  they  grow  more  deeply  immersed. 

PROFILE  III.— f  LOOD. 

Volumes  per  second  in  cubUsfeet, 


Knmber  of  qaarter. 

ToUl 
volnme. 

In  main  channel. 

In  deep-water  pocket. 

Tint 

54,150 
145, 6« 
157, 159 

65.  Ii7 

105,  sai 

15  OW.  or  about  28  ner  cent    

12,704,  or  23.4  per  cent 
33,714,  or  23  percent. 
35,770,  or  82.8  per  cent 
15.864.  or  24  per  cent 
24,513,  or  23.2  per  cent. 

Second 

38  85^,  oraboat26.6  por  cent 

Third 

40,488,  or  aboat  85.8  per  c<»nt 

Fonrth 

17,607,  or  about  27  per  cent 

Avenkge 

28,009,  or  about  26.5  per  cent 

Comparing  Profile  III  with  Profile  I,  it  is  found  that  only  52.7  per  cent 
of  the  total  volume  entering  through  Profile  I  passes  through  Profile  III; 
therefore^  4:1.3  per  cent,  of  it  flows  in  across  the  shoals  of  Die  north  breakers 
and  Cumberland  Channel. 

But  we  have  already  seen  that  38  per  cent,  of  the  total  flow  passes  in 
between  Cumberland  Island  and  Profile  II,  so  that  only  9.3  per  cent, 
passes  between  Profile  II  and  Profile  III.  By  observing  the  length 
of  this  shoal  it  will  be  seen  that  less  water  passes  in  between  Profiles 
II  and  III  than  over  an  equal  length  of  shoal-line  nearer  to  Cumberland 
Point,  a  result  which  agrees  with  the  previous  deduction,  that  Cumber- 
land Channel  is  mainly  due  to  the  flood-current. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  represent  graphically,  in  Plate  I,  the 
distribution  of  the  flood-tide,  based  on  the  calculated  volumes  of  the 
different  compartments  oi  Profiles  I,  II,  and  III,  as  well  as  of  two  inter- 
mediate profiles  not  represented,  and  on  the  observed  directions  of  flood- 
tide  observations,  Nos.  2,  5,  7,  8,  and  10.  The  space  between  each  two 
adjoining  lull  lines  represents  a  volume  of  10,000  cubic  feet  per  second 
of  flood-tide  water  flowing  toward  Cumberland  Sound. 

Plate  I  shows  the  probable  direction  of  the  threads  of  currents  of 
flood-tide,  and  the  distribution  of  its  average  volume,  or  a  mean  of  the 
volumes  of  inflow  per  second  during  the  four  quarters.. 

THE  BAIN-FALL. 

The  Saint  Mary's  Eiver  and  the  other  tributaries  to  Fernandina  Har- 
bor drain  an  area  of  about  1,700  square  miles. 

The  average  rain-fall  in  that  locality  is  assumed  to  be  50  inches  per 
annum,  or  .137  inch,  =  .0114  foot  per  day.  Allowing  ^^  for  evapora- 
tion, sdakage,  and  other  losses,  there  remains  .00557  foot  daily.  This 
amounts  to  a  volume  of  155,280  cubic  feet  per  day  for  each  square  mile, 
which  flows  out  in  not  quire  two  ebb-tides;  equal  to  a  discharge  of 
about  6,050  cubic  feet  per  second.  Adding  this  quantity  to  202,061 
cubic  feet,  the  estimated  volume  of  storedup  flood-water  between  the 
levels  of  ordinary  high  and  low  water,  we  get  an  average  of  208,111 
cubic  feet  which  should  go  out  during  each  second  of  ebbtide.  The 
calculated  amount  of  ebb  was  found  to  be  226,754  cubic  feet  per  second ; 
an  excess  of  only  a  little  over  9  per  cent.  But  it  can  easily  be  shown 
that  this  difference  must  be  very  variable^  and  that  the  excess  may  be 
occasionally  on  the  other  side.  Allowing  1  inch  rain-fall  in  one  day, 
(which  is  not  excessive  for  a  heavy  rain-storm,  even  allowing  for  losses,) 
we  obtain  a  discharge,  by  land- water  alone,  equal  to  87,720  cubic  feet 
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per  secoud,  on  the  basis  of  an  average  length  of  flow  in  the  river  of  50 
miles,  (one  hnndred  miles  being  the  whole  length  of  the  river,)  with  a 
mean  velocity  of  two  miles  per  hour.  This  would  entirely  reverse  the 
relation,  giving  for  the  actual  outflow  during  ebbtide  a  volume  of  23 
percent,  larger  than  the  amount  given  in  the  table  headed  *'ProfiteI, 
Ebb."  It  would  show  that,  in  order  to  obtain  anything  like  a  correct 
idea  of  the  average  volume  passing  out  at  ebb-tide,  we  should  know, 
besides  the  soundings  and  the  few  ebb-current  observations  given  on 
the  Coast  Survey  chart,  whether  the  river  was  at  its  average  stage  or 
was  under  the  influence  of  freshets,  or  the  reverse. 

Indeed,  we  should  have  in  our  possession  or  within  our  reach  some 
method  of  making  a  i>roper  allowance  for  abnormal  conditions  of  the 
stream  due  to  variations  in  the  amount  of  rain-fall.  With  such  a  vast 
addition  of  laud-water  after  heavy  rainstorms,  the  ebb-tide  increases 
largely  in  volume  and  momentum,  so  that,  with  a  concurrence  of  spring- 
tides, strong  westerly  winds,  and  heavy  rain-falls,  the  eastern  deep-water 
pockets  would  be  pushed  still  further  out  into  the  inner  slope  of  the 
bar,  the  bar-channel  would  be  deepened  by  scouring,  and  the  bar  itself, 
at  the  debouchure  of  the  principal  channel,  would  be  extended  into  the 
sea  and  assume  a  more  salient  curve.  A  similar  eflect  on  the  bar-chan- 
nel and  oij  the  bar  itself  in  the  vicinity  of  its  outlet  into  deep  water 
would  be  the  result  of  confining  the  ordinary  or  average  ebb-tide 
between  guiding  jetties  that  would  not  exclude  the  flood,  so  that  on  the 
ebb  it  would  impinge  upon  the  bar  in  a  volume  of  diminished  width  and 
increased  depth,  and  therefore  with  increased  velocity ;  that  is,  the  ex- 
isting channel  would  be  deepened  and  the  existing  bar  be  moved  out  sea- 
ward, by  moving  out  the  scene  of  conflict  between  the  waves  and  tides, 
to  which  the  bar  owes  not  only  its  existence  but  its  fluctuating  and  ever- 
changing  character.  If  to  this  supposed  condition  of  completed  jetties 
we  superadd  the  hypothesis  of  a  prolonged  season  of  quiet  sea,  with  its 
twice  daily  ebb  and  flow  entirely  undisturbed  by  wave-producing 
winds,  the  bar  would  soon  assume  a  condition  of  stability,  with  a  per- 
manent channel  across  it,  exterior  to  the  heads  of  the  jetties,  of  a  cer- 
tain depth  and  width,  corresponding  to  the  distance  between  the  heads 
of  the  jetties  and  thefr  position  with  respect  to  the  crest  of  the  original 
bar.  The  practical  dimensions  which  this  exterior  channel  would  as- 
sume— that  is,  its  length,  breadth,  and  least  mid-channel  depth — cannot 
be  predicted  with  any  close  approximation  to  accuracy,  even  under  the 
assumption  that  all  winds  and  waves  are  for  a  time  held  in  abeyance  in 
its  favor.  The  most  that  can  be  said  is  that  under  these  impossible 
conditions  a  deep  and  stable  channel  would  doubtless  be  secured,  for 
the  sufiicient  reason  that  the  action  of  the  principal  natural  agencies 
which  prevent  the  viaintenance  of  channels  at  the  mouths  of  tidal  har- 
bors, and  even  destroy  them  when  formed  artificially,  is  supposed  to  be 
suspended,  and  in  addition  to  this  we,  by  artificial  means,  place  the 
outflowing  water  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  for  scouring  out 
a  channel  in  a  bar  already  existing.  Indeed,  were  there  no  winds  and 
waves,  there  would  doubtless  be  a  good  bar-channel  at  Fernandina 
Harbor  without  resorting  to  jetties. 

In  dealing  with  the  question  as  it  exists,  however,  without  excluding 
the  effects  of  winds  and  waves,  it  presents  itself  under  an  entirely  di^ 
ferent  aspect,  and  is  full  of  perplexing  diflSculties,  which  elude  not  only 
the  analogies  of  experience,  but  all  the  known  methods  of  research  by 
formuldB. 

Mr.  Thomas  Stevenson  says : 

The  preservation  of  the  depth  of  harhore  at  a  level  lotcer  than  that  of  the  original 
bottom  involves  both  uncertainty  and  expense.    Where  the  deposit  ia  confined  to  the 


REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS.  459 

space  between  bif^h  and  low  water  marks,  tbe  sconring  by  means  of  salt  or  fresh 
water  is  comparatively  easy;  bat  where  it  forms  a  bar  oatside  of  the  entrance,  the 
possibility  of  maintaining  permanently  a  greater  depth  becomes  very  doabtfni.  The 
efficacy  of  the  scour,  so  long  as  it  is  not  impeded  by  enlargements  of  the  channel  may 
be  kept  np  for  a  great  distance,  hut  it  soon  comes  to  an  end  after  it  meets  the  sea. 

The  only  available  force  which  can  to  any  extent  be  brought  under 
control  to  promote  the  object  in  view  of  deepening  the  bar-channel  is 
the  abrading  or  scouring  power  of  the  currents,  and  it  is  the  excess  of 
the  scouring-power  of  the  ebb  over  that  of  the  flood  currents  which 
gives  value  to  this  agent. 

This  excess  is  due  to  two  causes,  viz : 

1.  To  the  rain-fall  of  the  natural  drainage-area  of  the  tidal  basin, 
which  in  the  case  of  Fernandina  Harbor  is  equivalent  to  1,700  square 
miles. 

2.  To  the  volume  of  water  carried  in  over  tbe  bar  at  or  near  the  sur- 
face by  waves  of  translation,  which  afterward  forms  a  part  of  the  gen- 
eral outflow.  High  jetties,  or  those  which  rise  above  the  level  of  high- 
water,  will  cut  off  all  supply  from  this  source,  except  what  little  is 
carried  in  between  them. 

JETTIES. 

1.  Full-height  jetties,  extending  across  the  bar. 

2.  Full-height  jetties,  reaching  to  the  crest  of  the  bar. 

3.  Stump-jetties,  about  one  mile  long  each.. 

4.  Full-length  drowned  jetties. 

5.  Full-length  drowned  north  jetty  and  full-height  south  jetty. 

1. — Fullrheight  jetties  extending  across  the  bar. 

As  already  stated,  the  effects  that  will  be  produced  by  jetties  upon 
the  entrance  to  a  tidal  harbor  cannot  be  ascertained  in  advance  of  their 
construction  by  any  known  method  with  any  close  approximation  to 
certainty.  The  formulae  given  by  the  highest  theoretical  authorities 
in  hydrodynamics,  by  Proy,  D'Aubuisson,  Eytelweir,  Rankin,  Weis- 
bach,  and  others,  coiicerning  the  discharge  of  watercourses,  are  based 
on  observations  of  small  channels  of  regular  cross-section.  An  attempt 
to  take  account  of  the  effects  of  irregularities  in  the  cross-section  on 
the  volume  and  method  of  discharge  leads  to  most  complicated  forms  of 
equations,  with  no  guarantee  that  .the  final  result  of  the  calculation  can 
be  relied  on  as  approximately  accurate.  In  the  improvement  of  a  harbor 
several  elements  have  to  l>e  considered,  which  it  would  be  simply  impos- 
sible to  express  and  incorporate  in  $|  comprehensive  formula.  Each  har- 
bor has  to  be  studied  for  itself.  From  the  observed  phenomena  peculiar 
to  it,  such  as  dominating  winds;  the  direction  and  strength  of  ebb  and 
flood  littoral  currents;  the  direction  and  action  of  the  waves;  the  in- 
fluence of  fresh-water  rivers,  if  such  empty  into  the  bay,  at  their  various 
stages  of  level ;  the  formation  of  the  bar  and  tbe  character  of  the  ma- 
terials composing  it;  the  trend  of  the  coast,  &c.,  conclusions  have  to 
be  drawn  with  regard  to  the  position,  direction,  length,  and  distance 
apart  of  the  jetties,  which  cannot  be  other  than  largely  problematical. 

''There  are  few  maritime  constructions,"  says  M.  Minard,  in  his  work 
on  harbor-constructions,  "less  susceptible  of  general  rules  and  more 
dependent  on  local  influences  than  jetties."  He  might  have  added  that 
we  are  as  yet  unable  to  deal  with  these  local  influences  with  much  con- 
fidence or  satisfaction. 

This  biding  the  first  time  that  the  entrance  of  Cumberland  Sound  has 
been  made  a  subject  of  study  with  a  view  to  its  improvement  by  jetties, 
reliance  must  be  had  chiefly  on  the  deductions  that  can  be  made  from 
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the  observations  of  the  distribation  of  the  waters  of  ebb  and  flood  tide 
through  Amelia  Basin  and  over  the  bar,  and  from  the  history  of  the  bar 
and  its  sbipchannel,  as  contained  in  the  charts  of  surveys  made  since 
1843.  Tbese  charts  and  the  changes  which  they  record  have  already 
been  briefly  discussed. 

If  the  jetties  be  supposed  to  be  full-height,  reaching  from  the  shore 
on  either  side,  their  flrst  effects  will -be  the  same  in  character,  though 
not  in  degree,  with  respect  to  their  practical  value,  whether  their  heads 
rest  in  shoal  water  on.  the  crest  of  the  bar  or  extend  into  greater  depths 
beyond.  In  either  case  the  width  between  the  jetties  may  be  so  adjusted 
that  the  scour  will  produce  a  temporary  channel  as  far  out  as  the  jetty- 
heads,  and  somewhat  farther,  of  sufficient  depth  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses. 

Let  us  first  suppose  that  the  jetties  reach  across  the  bar,  as  shown  by 
the  lines  A  B  J  and  G  D  M,  Plate  II.  In  Profile  I,  where  the  whole 
amount  of  ebb  and  flood  passes,  we  find  a  total  width  of  cross-section  at 
mean  low-water  of  5,720  feet,  with  an  average  depth  of  21.33  feet.  This 
means,  of  course,  that  if  the  cross-section  had  a  rectangular  form  it  would 
measure  5,720  feet  by  21.33  feet.  The  deep-water  portion  of  this  profile, 
between  the  24  foot  depths  north  and  south,  has  a  width  of  2,100  feet, 
the  depth  ranging  from  24  feet  to  48  feet,  corresponding  to  a  mean  low- 
water  depth  of  36  feet.  We  may  conclude,  then,  that  if  the  jetties  have 
the  same  width  of  5,720  feet  between  them,  similar  results  will  be  ob- 
tained, provided  the  same  volume  of  flood  can  be  collected  as  now.  If 
it  were  possible  to  drop  the  full-height  jetties  down  in  place,  ready 
made,  at  high- water  slack,  of  course  the  ebb-current  would  be  compelled 
to  pass  out  between  the  heads  of  jetties,  and  a  violent  scour  would  be 
produced.  Indeed,  we  can  imagine  a  bar  composed  of  materials  so  sofc 
and  light  that  the  scour  of  a  single  ebb-tide  would  produce  a  water-way 
through  it  of  equivalent  area  to  that  of  Profile  I.  Such  would  probably 
not  be  the  result,  however,  in  the  case  under  consideration.  The 
diminished  discharge  caused  by  the  bar,  contracted  by  the  jetties  to  a 
length  along  its  crest  of  only  5,720  feet,  would  prevent  the  lowering  of 
the  inner  reservoir  as  rapidly  as  the  tide  fell  on  the  outside.  A  bank- 
ing up  of  water  would  therefore  be  the  result  between  the  jetties  inside 
the  bar,  producing  for  a  time  a  violent  outgoing  current  and  scour, 
which  would  continue  with  diminishiqg  force  during  the  period  of  slack- 
water,  ebb,  and  longer.  At  a  certain  stage  of  the  ensuing  flood  the 
water  inside  and  outside  would  be  brought  to  the  same  level,  and  all 
outflow  would  cease  before  the  tidal  basin  had  been  lowered  to  low- 
water  level.  At  a  later  period  of  the  same  flood  there  would  be  a  bank- 
ing up  of  water  outside  the  jetties,  and  an  inward  scour  would  take 
place,  and  continue  until  the  waters  inside  and  outside  again  attained 
the  same  level.  In  this  manner,  by  a  succession  of  inward  and  outward 
scours,  the  existing  bar  between  the  jetties  would  be  removed  by  the 
formation  of  a  water-way  through  it  of  equivalent  section  to  Profile  I. 
A  portion  of  the  eroded  material  will  pass  inward,  but  a  greater  portion 
outward,  because  the  volume  of  the  ebb  is  greater  than  that  of  the 
flood  by  the  amount  of  raiu-fall  and  land-drainage  received  by  the  inner 
basin,  and  because  the  first  scour  was  supposed  to  be  outward  and  due 
to  a  full  inner  basin. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  full-height  jetties  be  supposed  to  be  suddenly 
set  in  place  at  the  time  of  low- water  slaok,  there  would  be  a  banking 
up  of  water  outside  on  the  ensuing  flood,  and  the  first  scour  would  be 
inward.  But  the  same  result  would  doubtless  be  reached  in  about  tl  e 
same  length  of  time  as  under  the  former  supposition,  and  Profile  I  or  its 
equivalent  would  be  continued  out  to  the  heads  of 
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Althongh  in  practice  the  jetties  would,  in  their  construction,  rise 
gradually,  from  their  foundatioos,  and  increase  gradually  in  lengtli,  the 
ultimate  results  brought  about  by  tbeir  agency,  when  they  shall  cease 
to  be  the  direct  cause  of  further  progressive  changes,  will  be  essentially 
the  same  as  in  either  of  the  hypothetical  cases  just  mentioned  ;  that  is, 
we  shall  have  all  the  way  from  Profile  I  to  near  the  heads  of  the  jetties 
a  water-way  of  about  the  same  sectional  area  as  that  profile. 

After  this  the  tides  will  ebb  and  flow  through  the  water-way  between 
the  jetties  without  causing  any  greater  changes,  probably,  than  have 
taken  place  during  the  thirty  years  in  the  channel  between  Cumberland 
and  Amelia  islands.  But  outside  the  jetties  certain  important  changes 
will  also  be  in  operation.  All  the  material  eroded  from  the  bar  that 
cannot  remain  inside  without  contracting  the  inner  water-way  below 
the  area  of  Profile  I  must  finally  pass  out  and  come  to  rest  in  the  deep 
water  on  the  outer  slope  of  the  bar.  The  first  result  will  therefore  be  a 
deeper  channel  of  entrance. 

The  littoral  ocean-current  of  flood-tide,  running  in  a  northerly 
direction,  will  form  eddies  in  the  exterior  angle  between  each  jetty  and 
the  shore  to  which  it  is  attached.  (Figure  1,  Plate  III.)  Shoaling  in 
these  angles  will  therefore  take  place  from  this  cause,  but  principally 
from  drift-sand  brought  in  by  waves.  Northeasterly  and  easterly 
storms  will  gradually  fill  in  the  angle  north  of  the  north  jetty,  and 
southeasterly  storms  that  south  of  the  south  jetty.  Eddying  waters 
will  also  be  caused  in  both  of  these  angles  by  the  southerly  littoral 
current  of  ebb-tides.  (Figure  2,  Plate  III.)  The  direction  of  this  cur- 
rent is  about  southeast  by  south,  and  iis  action  upon  the  water  in  the 
angle  south  of  the  south  jetty  will  be  to  draw  it  out  and  lower  its  level, 
while  the  water  issuing  from  between  the  jetties,  being  at  once  deflected 
in  a  southerly  direction,  will  form  eddies  therein  and  cause  shoaling  by 
deposits.  This  action  might  be  obviated,  but  without  any  modification 
of  the  final  result,  by  locating  the  shore  end  of  the  Amelia  Island  jetty 
more  to  the  southward,  without  changing  its  head  ;  that  is,  by  placing 
the  dead-angle  inside  the  jetty,  as  shown  in  Figure  2,  Plate  ill.  But 
whatever  location  might  be  given  to  the  jetties,  and  whatever  might  be 
their  length,  the  inevitable  consequence  would  be  that  the  exterior 
angles  would  fill  in  with  sand,  and  the  shore-lines  would  be  extended 
seaward  to  points  near  their  outer  extremities,  giving  an  increased  width 
to  both  Amelia  and  Cumberland  islands  for  considerable  distances  from 
the  outlet,  north  and  south.  After  this  stage  was  reached,  the  drift 
produced  by  waves  striking  the  shore  obliquely,  instead  of  accumulating 
in  the  angles  already  filled  up  outside  the  jetties,  would  be  carried 
around  their  ends  and  dropped  in  the  channel,  to  be  subsequently 
moved  out  by  the  ebb-current  from  the  harbor  and  deposited  in  the 
deeper  waters  beyond  the  present  bar,  at  some  point  where  the  velocity 
of  the  outgoing  currents  would  be  so  far  diminished  by  dispersion  and 
by  resistance  from  the  sea  that  it  could  not  transport  it  farther.  In 
this  manner  a  new  bar  would  be  formed  exterior  to  the  present  one. 
In  other  words,  the  present  bar  would  be  gradually  extended  into  the 
ocean,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  channel  across  it 
would  be  subjected  to  the  same  incessant  changes  in  depth,  location, 
and  direction,  from  the  action  of  winds,  waves,  and  currents,  that  char- 
acterize the  present  bar-channel.  It  would  appear,  indeed,  that  by  arti- 
ficial works  we  have  simply  moved  the  natural  mouth  of  Cumberland 
Sound  from  Profile  I,  between  the  two  islands,  out  to  the  head  of  the 
jetties,  and  have,  therefore,  from  necessity,  established  the  requisite  con- 
ditions for  the  creation  of  a  new  bar,  which  shall  ultimately  bear  essen- 
tially the  same  relation  to  this  artificial  mouth  that  the  present  bar 
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bears  to  the  present  mouth  at  Profile  I.  It  is  impossible  to  foretell  the 
rate  at  which  this  prospective  bar  would  form.  It  would  be  unsafe  to 
reason  from  any  analogous  case^,  if  such  existed.  We  are,  however,  de- 
prived of  even  this  kind  of  ^ata.  I  know  of  no  attempt  to  improve  by 
jetties  the  bar-entrance  to  any  harbor  at  all  resembling  that  of  Fer- 
nandina  in  character,  location,  and  kind  and  degree  of  exposure.  If  the 
bar  was  caused  in  large  measure  by  a  delta-stream  like  the  Mississippi 
or  the  Khone,  and  had,  like  them,  been  the  object  of  numerous  and  care- 
ful observations,  extending  through  many  consecutive  years,  we  would 
be  able  to  form  something  like  a  rational  opinion  on  this  branch  of  the 
question.  What  we  know  is  that  the  agencies  which  formed  and  main- 
tain the  present  bar  will  possess  as  much  power  and  will  have  as  favor- 
able a  field  for  action  after  the  construction  of  the  jetties  as  before,  and 
that  their  construction  supplies  all  the  requisite  conditions  for  the  crea- 
tion and  maintenance  of  a  new  bar,  having  its  crest  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
as  far  beyond  the  heads  of  the  jetties  as  the  latter  are  beyond  the  nat- 
ural mouth  of  Cumberland  Sound,  between  the  points  of  the  islands.  I 
say  nearly,  iftwt  quite,  as  far,  because  it  seems  probable  that  the  new  bar 
would  present  such  a  salient  curve  to  the  action  of  the  littoral  ebb  and 
flood  currents  of  the  ocean,  and  of  waves  striking  it  obliquely,  that  its 
outer  slope  would  be  eroded,  and  the  materials  carried  above  and  below 
the  outlet  in  a  greater  degree  tUan  the  corresponding  portion  of  the 
present  bar  is  afiected  by  the  same  causes. 

2,— -Full-height  jetties  reaching  to  the  crest  of  the  bar. 

This  question  will  be  considered  a  little  more  in  detail,  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  heads  of  the  jetties  are  three-fourths  of  a  mile  apart  and 
rest  on  the  crest  of  the  bar,  as  shown  at  A  B  and  0  D,  Plate  II.  For 
purposes  of  discussion,  it  will  be  supposed  that  the  jetties  are  suddenly 
placed  in  position  at  the  slack- water  of  flood,  and  that  the  entire  volume 
in  the  reservoir  between  high  and  low  water  levels  passes  out  at  the 
ensuing  ebb-tibe. 

Profile  IV,  taken  on  the  line  B  D — that  is,  between  heads  of  jetties — 
contains  48,158  square  feet  at  low  water,  with  an  average  low-water 
depth  of  12.16  feet.  Through  this  profile  a  volume  must  pass  during 
the  first  quarter  ebb  equal  to  152,708  cubic  feet.  At  profile  I  this 
volume  passes  through  a  cross-section  of  155,754  square  feet,  with  a 
mean  depth  of  26.13  and  an  average  velocity  of  .98  foot  per  second. 
From  the  detailed  calculations  the  two  following  tables  of  comparison 
are  made  of  Profiles  I  and  IV,  the  latter  being  between  the  ends  of  the 
jetties. 

TABLE  A.— PROFILE  I,  EBB. 


Namber  of  quarter. 

Mean  area. 

Hydrograpblc 
mean  depth. 

Mean  velocity* 
per  second. 

Mean  volume 
per  seeond. 

First 

146,  CT2 
138,228 
129,428 

Feet 
26.13 
S4.93 
23.77 
22.50 

Feet 

.98 
2.2 
2.2 

.98 

Cubie/eeL 
152,708 

Second 

323  062 

Third. 

304,656 

Fourth 

126,589 

Mean  depth  of  whole  pro61e  at  Iow-water= 21.33  feet. 
Width  of  profile  at  low- water  =  5,270  feet. 

Mean  depth  at  low- water,  in  deep  portion  of  profile,  i.  e.,  between  24'  lines,  =  36  feet. 
Width  ot  deep  portions  between  24'  lines  =2,100  feet. 
Proportion  of  general  mean  depth  (21'.33)  to  mean  depth  in  deep  ohannel  (36'} 
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TABLB  B.— PROFILE  IV,  BBB.    (See  Plate  IIL) 
[It  is  auanmed  that  the  same  volnmes  per  second  and  per  qnarter  pass  this  profile  as  at  Profile  I.] 


l^nmber  of  quarter. 

Mean  area. 

Mean  depth. 

Mean  velocity 
per  second. 

Mean  volume 
per  socoud. 

First 

Square  feet 
68,948 
63.008 
57,018 
51,128 

Feet 
17.23 
15.75 
14.25 
12.78 

Feet 
2.23 
5.13 
5.34 
2.48 

Oubie/eeL 
152, 7(i8 

Second 

32:i.062 

Third    

304, 656 

Fonrth 

126,589 

Width  of  profile  between  Jetties  =  3,960. 
Mean  depth  of  profile  =.  12M6  at  low* water.  • 

The  mean  velocities  found  in  the  Table  B,  reduced  to  bottom-depths 
in  the  usual  way„  will  be :  1.67  feet,  3.85  feet,  4  feet,  and  1.86  feet  for  the 
four  quarters,  respectively.  According  to  Du  Buat,  a  current- velocity 
close  to  the  bed  of  2J  feet  per  second  will  move  gravel  1  inch  in  diam- 
eter, while  a  velocity  of  3^  feet  will  move  pebbles  1 J  inches  in  diameter. 
The  bar  being  composed,  as  the  Coast  Survey  chart  informs  us,  of  grav- 
elly sand  and  broken  shells,  it  follows  that  the  space  between  the  jetties 
would  be  rapidly  deepened  by  the  scour.  The  large  increase  of  velocity 
in  this  profile  can,  of  course,  be  obtained  only  by  an  additional  head; 
that  is,  by  a  banking  up  of  water  back  of  the  profile.  It  may  be  inter- 
esting to  estimate,  approximately,  how  much  this  banking  up  will  amount 
to  in  the  case  under  consideration. 

If  we  call  h  the  head,  (height  of  fall  necessary  to  produce  a  certain 
velocity,  Vj)  we  have 

This,  however,  is  a  theoretical  value,  allowing  nothing  for  loss  of  head  by 
friction.    According  to  Eytelweir,  the  factor  -  ~  -  should  be  increased 

^ n  ^li^^  cases  where  the  stream  is  suddenly  narrowed  by  bridge-piers, 
u.oo 

groyne,  &c.    Value  h  will  then  be 


■  47.07 


(2) 


If  the  area  of  an  average  profile  above  the  contraction  by  the  jetties  be 
called  A,  with  a  mean  velocity  v  and  a  volume  per  seconxl  =  Q ;  then 

Q  =  Axt?  (3) 

The  same  volume  Q  has  to  pass  the  area  a  of  the  contracted  profile  be- 
tween the  jetty-heads  with  a  velocity  Vi ;  therefore, 


Q  =  a  X  ri 
and  substituting  this  value  of  Q  in  (3), 


At?  =  a  X  ^1 ;  Vi  =  —  xv 
a 


requiring  a  head : 


v'        A» 
47.07  ^  "a* 


(4) 

(5) 
(6) 
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Bat  tbe  water,  when  arriving,  has  already  a  velocity  t?,  to  which  a  head 
corresponds  =_-_;  the  actual  extra  head  or  banking  np  required  to 
produce  the  increased  velocity  ri  will  be,  therefore, 

all  expressed  in  feet. 

The  ai>plicatioii  of  this  formula  would  be  very  simple  if  there  existed 
above  the  profile  between  the  ends  of  the  jetties  something  like  a  regu- 
lar water.-course  between  nearly  parallel  banks  and  nearly  unchanging 
cross-section.  As  it  is,  Profile  I  is  used,  assuming  that  the  general 
average  of  profiles  between  I  and  IV  nearly  corresponds  to  it.  We  ob- 
tain the  following  results : 

Additional  bankioji^  up,  back  of  Profile  IV  =  1  inch,  Ist  quarter. 
Additional  banking  up,  back  of  Pcotile  IV  =  5.47  inches,  2d  quarter. 
Additional  banking  up,  back  of  Profile  IV  =  6  inches,  M  quarter. 
Additional  banking  up,  back  of  Profile  IV  =  1.32  inches,  4tb  quarter. 

This  additional  rise  will  not  appear  entirely  and  immediately  in  rear 
of  Profile  IV,  as  would  be  the  case  if  there  was  a  sudden  contraction,  as 
in  the  case  of  a  river  narrowed  by  the  piers  of  a  bridge,  especially  with 
the  abutments  reaching  far  into  the  river.  Owing  to  the  funnel-shaped 
direction  of  the  jetties,  the  contraction  is  gradual,  and  the  head  will  be 
more  or  less  distributed.  Now,  if  there  were  a  uniform  flow  and  dis- 
charge of  water  from  a  reservoir  which  receives  as  much  per  second  as 
it  discharges,  this  head  would  produce  no  other  change  than  a  decreased 
velocity  in  the  portions.of  the  water  course  immediately  above  the  con- 
traction, compensated  by  the  increased  hydraulic  mean  depth  caused  by 
the  banking  up.  Nothing  will  be  changed  in  the  volume  discharged  per 
second.  But  it  will  be  different  in  the  present  case.  The  reservoir 
(Cumberland  Sound,  &c.)  is  steadily  drained  during  the  ebbtide,  with 
nothing  to  supply  the  loss  except  Saint  Mary's  River,  &c.,  which  during 
a  great  portion  of  the  year  will  not  add  much  to  it.  The  rising  of  the 
water  between  the  jetties  to  force  a  passage  will,  by  occasioning  a  more 
gentle  declivity  up  stream  ward,  cause  a  general  diminution  of  velocity, 
most  sensible  in  the  second  and  third  quarter  ebb,  where  the  water  is 
banked  up  highest,  and  the  consequence  will  most  probably  be  a  retar- 
dation in  the  outflow  of  the  ebb.  It  would  be  of  little  use,  however,  to 
attempt  a  calculation  ot  the  length  of  this  retardation,  because  the 
period  will  be  continually  modified  by  the  incessant  scouring  of  the  bed 
between  the  jetties,  until  it  has  acquired  a  condition  of  comparative 
stability.  A  condition  of  stability  can  be  supposed  to  exist  in  Protile  I, 
where  no  material  changes  appear  to  have  occurred  since  1843.  What- 
ever material  may  be  there  deposited  is  carried  off  again  by  the  ebb  tide. 
If,  by  means  of  jetties,  the  whole  volume  flowing  through  Profile  I  is 
made  to  pass  Protile  IV,  there  is  reason  to  expect  similar  results,  after 
the  scouring  has  produced  such  depths  that  the  mean  velocities  with 
which  the  water  passes  are  about  the  name  as  at  f*roflle  1,  and  Profile  IV 
will  then  have  attained  its  normal  condition  of  stability.  In  attempting 
to  estimate  what  depths  will  probably  be  found  in  Profile  IV  after  the 
state  of  stability  has  been  reached,  it  may  be  safer  to  assume  that  tbe 
velocities  required  to  keep  the  channel  free,  and  to  sweep  off*  the  deposits 
as  fast  as  they  settle,  should  be  somewhat  larger  than  at  Profile  I,  ow- 
ing to  the  more  exposed  position  of  Protile  IV.    In  the  following  table 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT   OP   THE    CHIEF    OF    ENGINEERS. 


4B5 


the  calcalatioDS  are  based  on  the  assacnptioD  that  the  bed  will  have 
reached  its  stability  when  the  mean  velocities  are  still  about  10  per  cent, 
higher  than  at  Profile  I. 

TABLE  C— PROFILE  IV,   KBB. 


Number  of  qaarter. 


Mean  area. 


Uydraulio 
mean  depth. 


MeiuD  velocity 
per  second. 


Mean  volame 
per  seoond. 


Square  feet. 

Pirat  140,100 

Second '  134,1^0 

Third I  128,220 

Fourth 122,280 


Feet 
35.  25 
33.75 
32.25 
30.75 


Feet 
L09 
2.42 
2.39 
1.04 


Oubicfeet, 
152, 708 
323.062 
304,656 
126,569 


Meau  depth  at  low  water,  30  feet. 

Area  of  croHs- section  at  low-water,  118,650  square  feet. 

From  the  abovedepthsand  velocities,  representing  the  state  of  stability 
at  Profile  IV,  certain  conclasions  may  be  drawn  by  referring  to  Profile  I. 
In  that  profile  the  proportion  of  general  mean  depth  to  the  mean  depth  in 
the  central  portions  ot  the  water-way  is  as  21.33  feet  to  36  feet,  or  as  1:1.7. 
The  width  of  the  deepest  portion  is  2,100  feet  between  24-foot  curves,  or 
over  one-third  of  the  whole  width.  If  similar  proportions  obtain  at 
Profile  IV,  where  the  average  low-water  depth  is,  or  will  be,  33.75  feet, 
then  the  central  portion  of  its  water-way  will  have  a  hydraulic  mean 
depth  of  30  feet  x  1.7  =  51  feet,  which  implies  maanmum  depths  at  cer- 
tain points  where  the  current  is  strongest  of  from  60  feet  to  70  feet. 
These  great  depths  will  rapidly  decrease  after  the  water  has  passed  be- 
yond the  heads  of  the  jetties,  by  spreading  out  on  the  bar.  The  longi- 
tudinal profile  of  the  deep-water-current  bed  from  the  jetties  seaward 
will  have  the  form  of  an  irregularly-ascending  plane  or  slope.  From 
its  highest  ridge  there  will  be  a  reverse  slope  merging  into  the  bed  of 
the  ocean.  The  question  is  whether  the  water,  having  left  the  jetties, 
will  preserve  enough  strength  of  current  to  keep  down  that  high  ridge, 
with  a  proper  width,  to  a  depth  sufficient  for  purposes  of  navigation. 
We  know  that  the  greater  the  velocity  with  which  water  leaves  a  con- 
duit the  smaller  will  be  the  divergence  of  its  current-threads,  and  also 
that  the  greater  the  resistance  of  the  medium  through  which  the  water 
flows  and  the  friction  of  the  bed,  the  more  abrupt  will  be  the  lateral 
divergence.  No  rule  is  known  of  the  ratio  at  which  the  water  will  spread 
over  the  bar,  but  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  arrive  at  an  empirical 
solution  of  the  problem  by  reasoning  from  analogy. 

It  has  been  stated  that,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated  from  approxi- 
mative calculations,  72  per  cent,  of  the  whole  volume  of  ebb-tide  passes 
at  the  present  time  through  Profile  11.  Out  of  this  amount  53.4  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  volume  flows  between  the  24  foot  curves  of  the  same  profile 
in  a  width  of  1,406  feet.  This  53.4  per  cent.,  as  it  approaches  and 
flows  over  the  bar,  spreads  out,  as  shown  by  Figure  3,  Plate  III.  A 
computation  shows  that  south  of  this  53.4  per  cent,  of  Profile  II,  just 
spoken  of,  about  11.6  per  cent,  flows  over  Kingsley's  Bank.  This  11.6 
per  cent,  spreads  over  the  shoals  next  to  Amelia  Island.  We  find  this 
11.6  per  cent,  again  at  Profile  III,  where  it  occupies  a  larger  extent  on 
the  line  of  the  profile  than  at  Profile  II.  Laying  off'  this  distance  on 
Profile  III,  we  find  next  through  what  extent  of  the  same  the  53.4  per 
cent,  of  the  deep-water  course  of  Profile  II  flows;  it  will  be  found  to 
occupy  a  length  of  8,250  feet  close  up  to  the  6  foot  curve  of  the  north 
Dreakers.  The  mean  distance  between  the  two  profiles  is  5,300  feet. 
(See  Figure  3,  Plate  III.) 
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Assamiog  that  the  carrents,  on  leaving  the  narrows  between  the 
jetties,  wonld  spread  similarly  to  those  passing  from  Profile  II  to  Profile 
III,  a  profile  taken  at  a  mean  distance  from  lY  of  2,960  feet  will  then 
pass  all  the  water  that  fiows  through  the  latter,  provided  it  has  a  width 
of,  say,  8,00()  feet.  This  profile  is  located  near  the  outer  18-foot  curve 
of  the  bar,  but  on  rather  shallow  shoals,  its  low-water  depths  ranging 
from  5J  to  lOJ  feet.  At  the  present  time  the  low-water  area  of  the  Pro- 
file Y,  Plate  III,  is  63,800  square  feet,  with  a  mean  depth  of  8  feet  at 
low-water* 

The  same  velocities  that  are  supposed  to  correspond  to  a  condition  of 
stability  at  Profile  lY  will  be  assumed  to  produce  approximately  the 
same  result  at  Profile  Y,  but  with  different  depths,  owing  to  the  expan- 
sion of  the  profile.  The  following  table  shows  the  calculated  results,  on 
the  basis  that  equal  bulks  of  water  pass  both  profiles  with  nearly  the 
same  velocities  per  quarter. 

TABLB  D.— PROFILE  V,  EBB.    {See  Flatts  II  and  IIL) 
On  outer  slope  of  bar,  near  18- foot  carve.    Width,  8,000  feet. 


.      Number  of  quarter. 

Mean  area. 

Mean  depth. 

Meau  velocity 
per  second. 

Mean  volume 
per  second. 

Firet 

Square  feet. 
149.  tMO 
137, 200 
185,200 
113,200 

Fut. 
18.65 
17.15 
15.65 
14.1 

Feet. 
l.OS 
2.35 
2.43 
1.10 

OtUne/eet 

152,708 
323,003 

Second 

Third 

Fourth - 

304.656 
126,  W9 

Mean  depth  at  low- water  =:  13.4  feet. 

Now,  if  similar  relations  obtain,  as  in  Profile  I,  between  the  general 
mean  depth  and  the  mean  depth  in  the  deep-water  channel,  then  the 
mean  depth  in  the  middle  of  Profile  V  will  be  something  like  13.4  x  1.7= 
22.75  feet.  Since  this  profile  is  somewhat  back  of  the  outer  edge  of  the 
bar,  the  depths  would  probably  be  somewhat  less  at  the  imagined  mini- 
mum-depth profile  farther  out.  On  the  whole  it  would  seem  that,  con- 
ceding the  premises  upon  which  these  deductions  rest  to  be  tolerably 
correct,  the  herein-assumed  disposition  of  full-height  jetties  happens  to 
be  about  right  for  a  20-foot  mean  low- water  channel  on  the  bar  for  a  dis- 
tance of  2,960  feet  beyond  the  heads  of  the  jetties  at  B  D,  Plate  II. 

The  stability  of  the  northern  border  of  the  Amelia  basin  owes  its  ex- 
istence not  to  any  particular  compactness  of  the  shoals,  but  may  be 
regarded  as  the  result  of  an  equilibrium  of  forces.  The  ebb-current 
issuing  in  full  volume  through  Profile  I,  and  having  naturally  an  eastern 
direction  as  the  resultant  of  the  confluence  of  the  Cumberland  Sound 
and  the  Amelia  River  currents,  has  evidently  the  requisite  power  to 
sweep  off  and  carry  out  about  as  fast  as  it  is  deposited,  all  the  drift-sand 
that  is  brought  in  across  the  bar.  When  it  has  passed  beyond  the  north- 
east point  of  Amelia  Island,  its  volume  expands  over  a  larger  area,  and 
its  scouring  action  on  the  south  slope  of  the  northern  shoals  diminishes, 
as  may  be  seen  by  their  more  southerly  trend  from  a  point  about  oppo- 
site the  northeast  point  of  the  island.  If,  therefore,  the  north  shore 
of  the  island  were  artificially  prolonged,  by  a  jetty  carried  across  the 
bar,  this  beneficial  guiding  action  would  be  continued  and  a  deep 
channel  would  be  cut  out  over  the  bar.  The  line  of  comparatively 
steep  slopes  of  the  north  shoals  would  then  produce  cross-sections  in 
the  outer  reaches,  with  depths  similar  to  those  now  existing  in  Amelia 
Basin. 
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The  foregoiDg  discussion  would  appear  to  suggest  that  full-height 
jetties, extending  to  the  crest  of  the  present  bar,  and  placed  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  apart  at  their  heads,  would  create  and  keep  open  a  channel 
about  20  feet  deep  for  a  distance  of  nearly  3,000  feet  from  the  jetty- 
heads,  but  that  beyond  that  distance,  as  the  ebb-currents  would  have 
no  scouring  force,  shoaling  would  take  place,  from  any  and  all  of  the 
causes  that  have  operated  to  form  and  maintain  the  present  bar.  By 
assuming  a  less  width  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile  between  the  jetty- 
heads,  the  channel  between  would  be  deeper,  and  would  be  maintained 
for  a  great  distance  beyond.  The  danger  of  the  jetties  being  under- 
mined by  the  scour  would  be  proportionately  increased. 

It  must  not  be  assumed  that  this  channel  beyond  the  jetty-heads  will 
escape  any  of  the  vicissitudes  to  which  the  present  bar-channel  is  sub- 
jected. The  history  of  the  bar,  as  already  stated,  shows  that  the  main 
channel  constantly  moves  to  the  southward  ;  that  while  this  movement 
is  going  on  a  new  channel  is  being  formed  by  the  erosion  of  a  pocket  in 
the  inner  slope  of  the  bar  about  due  east  from  and  in  the  prolongation 
of  Amelia  Basin ;  and  that  this  pocket  finally  becomes  a  channel-way  to 
the  ocean,  and  the  southern  channel  becomes  extinct.  When  this  takes 
place,  the  bar  is  restored  essentially  to  the  same  condition  in  which  it 
was  found  about  forty  years  before.  There  seems  no  reason  for  suppos- 
ing that  the  new  bar,  which  will  unquestionably  form  beyond  the  jet- 
ties, possibly  2  or  3  miles  beyond,  will  be  exempt  from  any  of  these 
changes,  either  in  kind  or  degree.  The  new  channel,  instead  of  re- 
maining in  nearly  one  position  on  the  prolongation  of  the  deep-water 
line  between  the  jetties,  will  bend  to  the  south  under  the  joint  influence 
of  the  littoral  ebb-current  and  the  prevailing  northeasterly  storms,  and 
after  a  time  will  form  such  an  angle,  with  the  general  direction  of  the 
ebb-current  between  the  jetties,  that  the  latter  will  begin  to  eat  its  way 
through  the  bar  on  a  line  directly  seaward,  and  will  finally  force  a  pas- 
sage and  form  a  channel  on  that  line.  The  other  outlet  will  then  close 
up,  and  the  movement  will  begin  anew. 

3. — Stump  jetties. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  jetties  are  each  only  one  mile  long,  and  located 
as  shown  on  Plate  II,  at  A  E  and  P  G. 

I.  The  north  jetty y  on  the  line  A  S,  will  cut  off  Cumberland  Channel 
and  prevent  the  loss  of  ebb  in  that  direction,  so  that  the  entire  volume 
of  outflow  that  now  passes  Profile  I,  over  a  width  of  6,720  feet,  will  be 
caused  to  pass  between  the  head  of  the  jetty  and  Amelia  Island,  after 
the  channel  has  become  stable  under  its  reduced  width  of  about  3,000 
feet  at  mean  low- water.  Until  this  stage  is  reached  there  will  be  an 
inward  and  an  outward  scour  alternately,  with  a  preponderance  of  the 
latter  in  aggregate  effect,  until  a  condition  of  equilibrium  is  established. 
In  practice  this  state  will  be  attained  gradually  as  the  construction  of 
the  jetty  proceeds  from  the  shore  outward.  We  should  then  expect  to 
obtain  in  the  water-way  abreast  the  head  of  the  jetty  a  mean  depth  at 
low-water  of  about  40  feet,  with  70  feet  with  upward  in  the  deepest 
places.  This  supposes  that  the  discharge  through  Profile  I  passes  the 
new  profile  without  retardation  or  banking  up.  In  order  to  secure  the 
full  and  continued  benefit  of  this  compact  volume  of  outflow  upon  the 
bar  beyond,  it  might  be  necessary  to  protect  the  end  of  Amelia  Island 
from  erosion  at  the  point  of  greatest  contraction.  Otherwise  there 
might  be  such  a  widening  of  the  water-way,  with  a  corresponding  re- 
duction in  depth  and  divergence  of  flow,  that  the  latter  would  fail  to 
maintain  its  scouring  power  until  it  reached  any  of  the  shallow  portions 
of  the  bar. 
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If  the  jetty  cin  be  secared  from  under- washing  by  aprons,  spars,  and 
deep  foundations  of  the  head,  there  will  be  a  decided  advantage  in 
locating  it  on  the  line  A  E,  or  thereabouts,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
contraction  of  the  current,  which  means  a  greater  pushing  power,  but 
the  direction  of  the  jetty  will  also  more  effectually  deflect  the  current- 
threads  that  now  take  Cumberland  Channel.  With  less  contraction 
than  that  indicated  by  the  line  A  B,  the  ebb-current  will  more  readily 
disperse  over  the  north  breakers  after  passing  the  jetty-head,  with  a  cor- 
responding diminution  of  the  scouring  value  of  the  deep-water  threads, 
upon  which  the  efficacy  of  the  method  depends. 

The  divergence  of  the  ebb  over  Pelican  Shoal  just  east  of  the  head 
of  the  jetty,  located  as  that  shoal  is  along  the  margin  of  the  steep  inner 
slope,  will  doubtless  cause  a  removal  of  that  shoal,  or  greatly'  increased 
depths  upon  it.  This  result  will  be  aided  by  the  flood-tide,  which,  hav- 
ing been  shut  off  from  Cumberland  Channel,  will  flow  with  increased 
velocities  around  the  head  of  the  jetty,  more  especially  after  the  shore- 
line of  Cumberland  Island  shall  have  been  moved  out  to  that  point  by 
the  accumulation  of  drift  in  the  exterior  angle.  In  other  words,  Cum- 
berland Channel  will  be  transferred  to  the  present  locality  of  Pelican 
Shoal,  and  that  shoal  will  cease  in  great  measure  to  perform,  as  it  now 
does,  the  part  of  a  training-wall.  The  result  would  be  to  diminish,  pre- 
maturely, the  volume  of  ebb  in  the  main  channel,  and,  therefore,  impair 
its  scouring  power  upon  the  bar  beyond.  To  obviate  this  disadvantage 
Pelican  Shoal  should  be  maintained  at  its  present  height,  which  would 
be  equivalent  to  the  construction  of  a  drowned  jetty  along  its  crest,  iu 
the  prolongation  of  the  full- height  jetty  from  A  to  E,  and  of  such  length 
as  the  gradually-developed  results  would  indicate  to  be  necessary. 

The  subject  of  drowned  jetties  will  be  treated  more  at  length  here- 
after. 

2.  South  jetty.  From  the  northern  direction  of  the  littoral  flood  current 
it  might  be  expected  that  if  the  south  jetty  be  placed  obliquely  to  it,  as 
shown  by  the  line  F  G,  Plate  II,  the  current  striking  its  southern  face 
would  be  gradually  deflected  and  guided  by  it  to  the  head,  where  it 
would  enter  the  main  channel  with  increased  velocity.  The  same  re- 
sult would  finally  be  obtained  if  this  jetty  were  located  more  nearly  at 
right  angles  with  the  shore,  by  the  accumulation  of  drift  against  its  ex- 
terior face,  and  the  consequent  extension  of  the  shore-line  to  or  near 
the  point  G.  A  somewhat  violent  scour,  which  would  be  of  no  benefit 
but  rather  a  detriment  to  the  main  channel  farther  out,  might  be  ex- 
pected to  take  place  around  the  jetty-head,  suggesting  the  propriety  of 
protecting  the  bottom  by  a  submerged  extension  of  the  work,  as 
already  indicated  for  the  Pelican  Shoal  at  the  end  of  the  north  jetty. 
By  this  device  a  sudden  spreading  of  the  volume  of  ebb,  exterior  to  tlie 
high  portion  of  the  jetty,  would  be  prevented,  and  its  impetus  and  scour- 
ing power  preserved  for  action  upon  the  bar  farther  QUt. 

The  deepening  of  the  channel  abreast  the  head  of  the  south  jetty 
would  probably  be  permanent,  because  by  far  the  largest  bulk  of  the 
ebb-tide  would  reach  the  bar  in  that  direction,  as  being  about  in  the 
prolongation  of  the  deep-water  axis  of  Amelia  Jiasin. 

The  present  ebb-current  on  leaving  Amelia  Basin  has  its  strength 
soon  exhausted  by  spreading  out  after  getting  beyond  Amelia  Island, 
and  by  being  compelled  to  pass  obliquely  across  the  bar,  which  makes 
it  travel  a  longer  distance  before  it  reaches  deep  water.  This  oblique 
direction  is  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  littoral  ebbcnr- 
rent  and  other  causes,  such  as  dominating  northeasterly  winds  and  en- 
suing currents.  This  disadvantage  will,  to  some  extent,  be  remedied 
by  the  construction  of  stump  jetties  with  submerged  endsj  theibulk  of 
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outflow  will  be  brought  in  an  uuimpaired  volume  to  a  more  advauced 
point  of  the  present  bar;  and  though  it  will  likewise  spread  out  later- 
ally after  getting  beyond  the  head  of  the  south  jetty,  it  will  have  a 
shorter  distance  to  travel  across  the  bar. 

The  improvement  that  may  be  expected  to  be  derived  from  such  jet- 
ties ma}'  be  approximately  represented  by  figures  as  follows  : 

It  has  been  shown  that  at  ebb-tide  28  per  cent,  may  be  estimated  to 
escape  northward,  between  Profiles  I  and  II,  and  7  per  cent,  more  be- 
tween II  and  III,  a  total  of  35  percent.  The  larger  half,  or  18  percent., 
will  be  found  to  flow  out  through  the  space  that  would  be  occupied  by 
the  high  portion  of  the  north  jetty,  and  17  per  cent,  over  the  submerged 
portion  and  the  line  of  shoals  down  to  Profile  III.  The  volume  of  ebb, 
therefore,  that  will  pass  the  end  of  the  jetty  at  B  will  be  greater  by 
about  18  per  cent,  of  the  whole  ebb  than  before  the  construction  of  the 
jetty.  It  raay  be  assumed,  perhaps,  that  after  the  contracted  water- 
way has  been  deepened  by  the  scour  to  a  state  of  equilibrium  no  greater 
proportion  of  the  ebb  will  escape  over  the  north  shoals  between  B  and 
Profile  III  than  at  the  present  time,  especially  as  Pelican  Shoal,  where 
the  scour  would  doubtless  be  the  greatest,  is  supposed  to  be  protected 
by  a  submerged  work.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  83  per  cent,  of  the  en- 
tire volume  of  ebb  will  pass  through  Profile  III,  instead  of  the  present 
outflow  of  05  per  cent. 

The  construction  of  a  south  jetty,  with  its  head  at  G,  will  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  ebb  over  the  southern  shoals  to  such  a  degree,  that  where 
at  present  65  per  cent,  of  the  entire  volume  spreads  out  over  the  whole 
length  of  Profile  III,  (10,700  feet,)  we  may  expect  to  have,  as  the  joint  . 
result  of  both  works,  83  per  cent,  flowing  out  through  a  width  of  only 
2,700  feet. 
"This  computation,  as  before  stated,  involves  the  questionable  assump- 
tion that  the  north  shoal  maintains  itself  substantially  in  its  present 
condition  and  continues  to  perform  the  part  of  a  low  training-wall  as  far 
out  as  Profile  III. 

Upon  another  page  the  mean  volumes  per  second  have  been  given 
that  flow  through  Profile  I,  during  each  of  the  four  quarters  of  ebb. 
See  table.  Profile  I,  ebb. 

By  multiplying  each  of  these  four  average  volumes  by  0,83  we  obtain 
the  volumes  expected,  from  the  foregoing  computation,  to  flow  through 
the  profile  between  the  head  of  the  south  jetty  and  the  nearest  low-water 
shoal  of  the  north  breakers,  a  width  of  2,700  feet,  as  follows : 

Vol ume  per  second,  first  quarter 152, 708  x  0.83  =  12fi,  747  cubic  feet. 

Volume  per  second,  second  quarter 323, 062  x  0.83  =  268, 14 1  cubic  feet. 

Volume  per  second,  third  quarter 304,656x0.82  =  252,864  cubic  feet. 

Volume  per  second,  fourth  quarter 12(i,  589x0.83^=  105, 068  cubic  feet. 

By  means  of  the  scour  of  the  entering  flood  and  that  of  the  outflowing 
ebb,  the  bed  of  the  bar  will  undergo  material  changes  after  the  jetties 
have  been  built.  If  about  the  same  velocities  are  applied  to  this  profile 
that  are  expected  to  secure  stability  in  Profile  IV,  the  following  table 
shows  the  result : 


PROFILE  G   rr,  EBB. 

Number  of  quarter. 

Mean  area. 

Mean  velocity. 

Mean  volame  per  second. 

First       ...                

115,990 
111,363 
107, 190 
ia3, 140 

1.00  feet  

126  747  cubic  feet. 

Second 

2.41  feet 

268,141  cubic  feet. 

Third 

2.36  feet 

253,R64  cubic  feet. 

Fourth 

1.02  feet 

105,068  cubic  feet. 

Area  of  profile  at  meaa  low- water,  101,115  6qnai*e  feet ;  average  depth  at  mean  low- 
water.  37.45  feet.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOgk 
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The  present  low-water  area  of  this  profile,  considered  as  a  part  of  the 
<ixistiDg  water-way,  is  55,980  square  feet,  with  a  mean  depth  of  20.5 
feet  Between  24-foot  carves  in  a  width  of  960  feet  it  has  an  average 
depth  of  28  feet.  These  dimensions  are  inferior,  both  as  to  area  of  cross- 
section  and  mean  depth,  to  those  it  is  anticipated  will  be  there  foand 
after  the  jetties  have  been  built,  but  they  are  considerable  enough  to 
invite  some  examination  of  the  cause  of  their  not  exerting  a  stronger 
action  on  the  bar. 

The  explanation  seems  to  be  that  these  eastern  extensions  of  the  basia 
are  really  the  creation  of  unusually  strong  outward  currents,  caused  by 
heavy  freshets  of  Saint  Mary's  River  and  tributaries,  in  conjunction  with 
high  spring-tides  and  strong  westerly  winds.  Such  currents  will  work 
their  way  across  the  bar,  plowing  it  up  and  scouring  deepest  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  longitudinal  axis  of  greatest  depths  of  Amelia  Basin,  until 
the  increasing  resistance  of  the  bar  exhausts  their  strength.  The  aver- 
age ebb-tide  derives  no  benefit  from  these  deepened  channels  in  such  a 
sense  as  to  continue  the  work,  because,  under  existing  conditions,  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  its  spreading  out  after  passing  Kingsley's  Bank, 
thus  slackening  its  speed  and  destroying  its  scouring-power.  By  build- 
ing the  jetties  the  outflowing  water  is  compelled  to  pass  through  a  pro- 
file of  limited  extent,  and  the  result  will  be  an  increase  of  velocity  and 
scouring  effect. 

The  next  question  is,  to  what  distance  forward  from  the  head  of  the 
jetty  will  this  strengthened  current  be  able  to  cut  a  channel  of  sufficient 
depth,  say  20  feet  at  mean  low- water,  without  resorting  to  dredging! 
At  tlie  end  of  that  distance  a  profile  should  be  found  of  20  feet  depth  in 
the  deep  water-portion  corresponding  to  a  general  mean  depth  of  profile  of 
12  feet,  according  to  the  proportion 

1.7  :  1  : :  20  :  12 

approximately,  as  deduced  from  Profile  I.  In  order  to  find  at  what 
distance  from  the  jetty  these  depths  will  be  found,  with  about  the  same 
velocities  as  given  in  Tables  C,  D,  and  E,  which  are  presumed  to  corre- 
spond to  a  condition  of  stability,  we  refer  again  to  Fig.  3,  Plate  III. 
Here  we  get  the  proportion 

X  :  1406  : :  (X  +  5300)  :  8250' ;  x  =  li2L(||_^2^»A  =  1074'. 

This  refers  to  profiles  II  and  III.  Similar  ratios  applied  to  the  profile 
at  the  head  of  the  south  jetty  of  a  width  of  2,700  feet,  (see  Fig.  4,  Plate 
III,)  give 

1074  :  1406  ::  x  :  2700;  x  =  ^^^\^^^^^^  =- 2062 ft. 

This  length  of  2,062  feet  may  be  regarded  as  a  kind  of  radius  of  di- 
vergence, with  which  the  profile  at  the  jetty-head  is  described,  aud  to 
which  the  advanced  profile  of  12  feet  mean  depth  will  be  more  or  less 
concentric.  To  find  this  distance  we  must  first  find  its  probable  area. 
This  is  determined  approximately  by  taking  a  mean  of  the  velocities  at 
the  four  quarters  of  ebb,  and  a  mean  height  between  high  and  low 
water.  The  mean  velocity  will  then  be,  (see  Table  E,) 
1.09  +  2.41  +  2.36  +  1.03  ^  ^  ^^  feet, 

and  the  mean  height  or  depth  12'  +  3'  =  15  feet.  The  average  volume 
passing  this  advanced  profile  will  be,  (see  Table  E,) 

126.747  +  268.141  +  252.864  +  105.068       -^^  ^^-      ,  .    .    ^ 

— ^ — =  188.205  cubic  feet 
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If  I  represents  the  width  of  the  advanced  profile,  then 

15  X  1.72  X  I  =  188,205  cub.  ft.;  i  =  7,300  ft.; 

and  for  the  mean  distance  y  between  the  two  profiles  we  have  the  pro- 
portion 

2060  :  2700  ::  (y  +  2060)  :  I;  y  =^^^^  |^^^~  ^^^^^  =  3500  ft 

That  is,  after  the  current  has  reached  the  profile  Z,  3,500  feet  distant 
from  the  jetty-head,  it  should  still  have  sufficient  strength  to  keep  open 
a  mid-channel  of  20  feet,  average  low- water  depth;  but  beyond  that  it 
rapidly  loses  its  scouriug  power,  and  dredging  will  be  required  to  provide 
for  a  ship<channel  of  that  depth. 

The  length  of  channel  to  be  dredged  across  the  bar  is  5,950  feet.  To 
dredge  a  channel  of  that  length,  300  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  with  i 
slopes,  and  20  feet  depth  at  low-water,  will  require,  according  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  bar,  (survey  of  1876,)  the  removal  of  nearly 
680,000  cubic  yards  of  material  in  addition  to  that  brought  in  by  the 
waves  and  currents  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  of  which  no  esti- 
mate worthy  of  much  reliance  can  be  formed.  Its  completion  in  less 
than  two  or  two  and  a  half  years,  operating  with  two  powerful  and 
thoroughly-equipped  dredging  steamers,  could  not  be  expected.  The 
channel  once  established,  could  most  likely  be  maintained  for  several 
years,  by  the  constant  service  of  one  steamer,  to  depths  varying  from 
18  to  30  feet,  depending  on  the  greater  or  less  frequency  and  duration 
of  damaging  storms. 

After  some  years — it  is  impossible  to  say  how  many — the  channel-dis- 
tance across  the  bar,  by  its  extension  beyond  the  limit  of  effective  scour, 
which  measures  the  length  to  be  dredged,  would  become  so  great  that 
one  dredging-steamer  would  be  inadequate  to  the  work,  and  the  annual 
expense  would  have  to  be  doubled  by  putting  on  another  boat ;  or  per- 
haps the  second  one  might  be  of  less  capacity,  and  therefore  run  at 
somewhat  less  expense  than  the  first.  Finally,  when  the  bar  shall  have 
attained  the  limit  of  its  growth  seaward,  the  annual  expense  of  main- 
tenance would  be  sufficient  to  keep  open  a  channel  equally  good  across 
the  present  bar,  unimproved  by  jetties,  assuming  such  a  channel  to  have 
been  once  established  by  dredging. 

4. — Full-lefigth  drowned  jetties. 

The  excessive  depths  required  between  the  heads  of  high  jetties  in 
order  to  let  in  all  the  flood,^unless  they  are  placed  so  far  apart  as  greatly 
to  reduce  the  effective  scouringdistauce  of  the  ebb-current  outside,  sug- 
gests that  there  might  be  great  difficulty  experienced  in  securing  the 
works  against  destruction  by  undermining.  The  necessity  for  admit- 
ting the  flood  in  unimpaired  volume  cannot  be  doubted.  The  conse- 
quences of  reducing  it  are  equally  disastrous,  whether  it  be  the  result 
of  diminished  water-way  at  the  entrance,  or  diminished  interior  reservoir 
capacity.  The  reclamation  of  marsh-lands  bordering  the  harbor  by 
embankments  which  prevent  the  tide  from  overflowing  them,  is  one  of 
the  most  common  methods  of  injuring  the  commercial  value  of  harbors, 
of  which  many  cases  might  be  cited.  We  learn  from  Minard  that  in  the 
harbor  of  Ostend  a  line  of  embankment  or  dike  was  constructed  in  1626 
which  shut  out  the  tide  from  a  large  area  of  previously  submerged  land. 
The  result  was  that  the  harbor  began  to  silt  up,  and  finally^the  depth  in 
the  channel  was  reduced  to  a  little  over  3  feet.    An  opening  was  made 
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in  the  dike  in  1662,  in  order  again  to  admit  the  tide  upon  the  low  lands, 
and  the  channel  in  1698  had  been  scoured  out  to  depths  varying  from 
43  to  55  feet.  The  opening  in  the  dike  was  closed  in  1700,  and  in  1716 
complaints  began  to  be  made  that  the  channel  was  again  shoaling  by 
the  deposit  of  silt,  and  in  1720  it  became  almost  closed.  Openings 
through  the  dike  were  again  made  to  admit  the  tide,  resulting  in  again 
scouring  out  the  channel  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  the  marsh-lands 
had  by  this  time  been  filled  in  and  raised  to  such  a  degree  as  greatly  to 
impair  their  value  as  reservoirs,  and  the  openings  were  subsequently 
closed  up  as  useless.  The  silting  up  of  the  channel  then  continued,  and 
in  1810  the  depth  had  been  reduced  to  about  6^  feet.  The  method  of 
scouring  by  sluices  was  then  resorted  to,  but  without  very  satisfactory 
results. 

The  highest  authorities  on  this  subject  concur  in  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding for  a  free  and  full  entrance  of  the  flood-tide,  and,  if  practicable, 
of  augmenting  its  volume^  in  all  projects  for  the  improvement  of  tidal 
harbors,  as  otherwise  the  inevitable  consequence  will  be  a  silting  np  of 
the  channel,  not  only  at  the  entrance,  but  in  the  inner  reaches  of  the 
harbor.  The  useful  depths  of  a  stream  for  purposes  of  navigation,  that 
is,  the  depths  along  the  line  of  deepest  water,  are  largely  determined 
by  the  low- water  flow.  In  a  tidal  stream  it  is  the  first  of  the  flood  and 
the  last  of  the  ebb  which  fix  the  location  of  the  channel,  and  whose 
scouring  action  can  be  most  easily  and  most  surely  controlled  by  con- 
centration, for  it  is  admissible  to  place  the  jetties  or  training-walls  com- 
paratively close  together,  if  their  crests  are  kept  low  enough  to  allow 
the  water  at  its  highest  stages  to  pass  freely  over  them. 

It  is  also  true  that,  having  provided  for  the  entrance  of  the  largest 
possible  amount  of  flood,  then  the  greater  the  preponderance  in  volume 
of  the  ebb  over  the  flood  in  the  channel  to  be  improved,  the  greater  will 
be  the  benefits  secured.  As  already  stated,  this  preponderance  in  Fer- 
nandina  Harbor  comprises—* 

1.  The  land-drainage  of  1,700  square  miles. 

2.  The  excess  of  flood  over  ebb  passing  through  Cumberland  Channel. 

3.  The  water  brought  in  by  waves  of  translation  over  the  shoals, 
which  flows  out  as  part  of  the  principal  or  deep-water  currents. 

The  jetties  should  be  so  designed  that  this  preponderance  shall  be 
preserved.  It  m»y  be  possible  to  increase  that  derived  frqm  Cumber- 
land Channel,  as  will  be  seen  below. 

The  north  jetty, — The  location  of  the  north  jetty  would  be  somewhere 
along  the  shoals  fcrming  the  northern  limits  of  Amelia  Basin,  the  shore- 
end  at  some  point  on  the  south  end  of  Cumberland  Island,  or  on  the 
line  A  B  J,  Plate  11.  As  an  average  of  the  four  quarters  of  flood,  we 
have  estimated  the  volume  per  second  for  Profile  I  at  199,982  cubic  feet 
through  an  average  profile  half-w^ay  between  high  and  low  water,  while 
Profile  II  passes  123,572  cubic  feet  per  second.  The  difference,  or 
76,410  cubic  feet,  flows  in  from  the  northern  breakers.  To  form  an  idea 
of  the  distribution  of  the  latter  volume,  a  profile  was  calculated  from  a 
point  near  Profile  1,  on  Cumberland  Island,  across  Cumberland  Channel, 
and  along  the  shoals  to  the  north  end  of  Profile  II.  The  length  of  this 
profile  is  about  11,600  feet,  of  which  3,660  feet  are  shoals,  bare,  or  nearly 
so,  at  low-water  level.  The  depths  of  this  profile  range  from  0  to  8J 
feet  at  low  water.    By  applying  Downing's  formula 

V  =  100 X  virxs; 

the  velocities  belonging  to  the  varying  depth-compartments  were  de- 
termined, which,  multiplied  with  their  respective  areas,  gave  the  vol- 
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ume  of  76,410  cubic  feet  per  second.  It  was  foand  that  over  the  shoals, 
bare  at  low  water  oa  a  length  of  3,660  feet,  10,332  cubic  feet  per  second 
pass  into  the  basin,  (about  3  cubic  feet  per  linear  foot  of  shoals ;)  and  if 
the  whole  length  (11,600  feet)  were  occupied  by  such  shoals  it  might  be 
concluded  that  only  32,746  cubic  feet,  instead  of  76,410  cubic  feet,  per 
second  would  flow  in.  If  the  entire  extent  of  line  from  I  to  III,  a  length 
of  16,200  feet,  was  formed  of  similar  shoals,  it  might  be  expected  that 
45,732  cubic  feet  per  second,  or  about  23  per  cent,  of  the  present  total 
flood,  would  pass  in  over  them,  instead  of  the  present  flow  of  45  per 
cent.  (199,982—105,521=94,461  cubic  feet.)  The  practical  results  would 
probably  be  somewhat  different ;  for  if  we  suppose  a  drowned  jetty  with 
its  crest  at  mean  low  water  to  occupy  the  entire  length  of  the  north 
shoal  from  I  to  III,  in  conjunction  with  a  south  jetty,  either  full  height  or 
drowned,  reaching  to  the  crest  of  the  bar,  and  that  both  are  put  in  place 
suddenly,  say  at  the  slack-water  of  ebb,  the  first  effects  would  be  a  vio- 
lent inward  scour  between  the  jetty-heads  and  increased  velocities  over 
both  jetties  if  the  crests  of  both  are  kept  low.  There  would  be  alter- 
nately an  inward  and  an  outward  scour  on  the  bar  between  the  jetties, 
accompanied  by  a  shortening  of  the  periods  of  slack-water  of  both  ebb 
and  flood  in  Cumberland  Sound,  until  a  condition  of  stability  was  at- 
tained by  the  gradual  deepening  of  th6  contracted  water-way. 

We  should  then  expect  a  restoration  to  their  normal  condition  of  both 
the  volume  and  duration  of  ebb  and  flood  currents  through  Profile  I. 
This  supposition  of  a  uniform  height  for  the  north  jetty  would  eliminate 
the  flood-tide  character  of  Cumberland  Channel,  by  destroying  the  pre- 
ponderance in  volume  of  its  flood  over  its  ebb.  It  would  therefore  de- 
prive the  project  of  whatever  benefits  might  have  been  derived  from 
this  source,  as  contributing  to  the  excess  of  outflow  over  the  inflow  ip  the 
main  channel  between  and  exterior  to  the  heads  of  the  jetties.  The 
importance  of  preserving,  and,  if  possible,  increasing  this  excess  sug- 
gests a  modification  of  the  foregoing  design  for  the  north  jetty,  by  leav- 
ing Cumberland  Channel  open,  for  a  time  at  least,  and  beginning  the 
jetty  in  about  5  feet  of  water  on  the  east  side  of  that  channel,  thus  leav- 
ing a  gap  about  2,400  feet  wide  next  the  shore.  The  idea  is  to  close  this 
gap  partially  at  a  later  period  by  a  continuous  work  adjusted  to  such 
height  above  the  bottom  as  will  give  the  largest  ratio  of  preponderance 
of  flood  over  the  ebb.  At  the  present  time,  according  to  calculation^ 
out  of  94,461  cubic  feet  per  second  passing  in  between  Profiles  I  and  III 
from  the  north,  33,574  cubic  feet  go  over  the  site  of  the  proposed  gap. 
The  gap  having  a  length  of  2,400  feet,  the  jetty,  from  its  beginning 
near  Pelican  Shoal  to  Profile  III,  will  have  a  length  of  13,800  feet^ 
(16,200  —  2,400.)    The  jetty  with  its  crest  at  low  water  would  then  pass 

a  volume  of  about  39,000  cubic  feet  per  second  (  — ^ — i«  '>oo~^ —  }'  '^^^ 
balance,  equal  to  55,461  cubic  feet  per  second,  (94,461  —  39,000,)  should 
pass  the  gap,  instead  of  33,574  cubic  feet,  as  at  present.  The  existing 
profile  of  the  proposed  site  of  the  gap  at  half-tide  possesses  an  area  of 
cross-section  equal  to  20,491  square  feet,  with  a  wetted  perimeter  of 
2,400  feet,  a  mean  hydraulic  depth  at  low  water  of  5.5  feet,  and  an 
average  velocity  of  1.64  feet  per  second.  The  building  of  the  detached 
jetty  will  direct  an  average  volume  of  55,416  cubic  feet  per  second 
through  that  profile,  increasing  the  velocity  to  2.7  feet  per  second 

V  ^^2b~4iri  y  ^^*^^^j  during  the  second  half  of  flood,  will  rise  to  3  or  4 
feet.  It  will  therefore  produce  considerable  scour,  resulting  in  an  en- 
argement  of  the  water-way  by  deepening,  until  a  condition  of  stability 
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has  been  reached.  The  increased  volume  would  then  flow  in  with  aboat 
the  present  velocity  through  a  profile  having  an  area  of  about  33,786 
square  feet  at  half-tide,  with  a  mean  low- water  depth  of  about  11  feet 

During  this  gradual  approach  to  a  stable  profile,  the  water-way  of  the 
gap  should  be  frequently  gauged  for  both  ebb  and  flood,  in  order  to  de- 
termine the  conditions  of  profile  corresponding  to  the  maximum  per- 
centage of  preponderance  of  flood  over  ebb.  A  submerged  work  should 
then  be  constructed  across  the  gap,  having  its  crest  at  such  varying 
depths  below  the  water-suface  that  a  permanent  profile  representing 
those  conditions  will  be  established. 

The  preponderance  of  flood  over  ebb  passing  through  the  gap  might 
be  increased  by  a  deflecting  jetty,  projected  diagonally  down  stream 
from  the  inner  shore  of  Cumberland  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  Beach 
Greek,  as  shown  at  S,  Plate  XL  This  jetty  might  have  its  crest  at  or 
above  high  water.  It  would  not  interfere  at  all  with  th^  entrance  of 
the  flood,  or  produce  injurious  eddies,  while  it  would  deflect  the  ebb- 
currents  in  Cumberland  Sound  away  from  the  gap,  and  aid  their  exit 
by  the  main  channel  through  Amelia  Basin. 

The  north  jetty  will  therefore  be  supposed  to  occupy  the  line  of  north 
shoals  reaching  from  Cumberland  Island  to  the  outer  ISfoot  curve,  the 
crest  being  established  on  a  level  of  ordinary  low-water,  except  for  a 
length  of  2,400  feet  next  the  shore,  where  it  is  kept  low  enough  to  pre- 
serve the  existing  excess  of  flood  over  ebb  in  Cumberland  Channel. 

Between  Profiles  I  and  II  about  28  per  cent,  of  the  entire  volume  of 
ebb,  or  an  average  of  63,218  cubic  feet  per  second,  passes  out  to  the 
northward  over  a  profile  11,600  feet  long.  According  to  calculation 
based  on  Downing's  formula,  out  of  this  volume  of  63,218  cubic  feet, 
8,698  cubic  feet  per  second  passes  over  the  length  of  3,660  feet  of  shoals 
just  bare  at  low- water. 

If  a  jetty,  having  its  crest  on  the  level  of  these  shoals  or  mean  low- 
water,  occupied  their  entire  length  of  16,200  feet  from  Cumberland 
Island  to  the  north  end  of  Profile  III,  then  the  proportionate  amount 
flowing  over  it  should  be  38,500  cubic  feet  per  second,  since 

3,660 :  8,698 : :  16,200 :  38,500 

that  is,  38,500  cubic  feet,  or  17  per  cent.,  would  escape,  where  now 
79,048  cubic  feet,  or  35  per  cent.,  is  lost ;  a  gain  of  18  per  cent,  for  the 
main  channel.  The  variation  from  this  result,  due  to  the  lower  level  of 
the  work  across  Cumberland  Channel,  will  be  assumed  to  be  beneficial, 
for  reasons  already  given. 

A  drowned  south  jetty,  with  its  crest  hot  higher  than  mean  low- water 
level,  located  on  line  C  Q,  Plate  II,  will  have  a  length  of  about  12,800 
feet  from  its  shore-end  on  Amelia  Island  to  the  outer  18-foot  curve. 
With  the  north  jetty  placed  as  above  described,  there  will  be  a  width 
of  half  a  mile  between  jetty-heads,  and  a  volume  of  nearly  60  per  cent- 
of  the  whole  ebb-flow  will  pass  out  between  them.  In  this  case  the 
method  of  calculation  employed  in  estimating  the  probable  effects  of 
the  jetties  previously  discussed,  determines  the  distance  seaward  of 
the  jetty-heads,  at  which  the  scouring-power  of  the  currents  will  be 
able  to  maintain  a  mid-channel  low-water  depth  of  20  feet,  to  be  3,900 
feet. 

If  the  width  between  jetty-heads  be  reduced  to  2,000  feet,  the  general 
average  depth  should  be  about  35  feet,  after  a  state  of  comparative  per- 
manence in  the  contracted  water-way  has  been  reached.  This  would 
imply  a  mean  depth  of  about  68  feet  in  the  central  portion,  with  maxi- 
mum depths  of  perhaps  80  feet,  and  a  power  to  maintain  a  channel  20 
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feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  for  a  distance  of  5,200  feet,  or  nearly  one 
mile  beyond  the  heads  of  the  jetties. 

By  narrowing  the  width  still  more,  say  to  one-fourth  of  a  mile,  or  1,300 
feet,  the  scoar  will  prodace  an  average  depth  of  perhaps  54  feet,  with  a 
mean  depth  in  central  portion  of  something  like  90  feet,  and  maximam 
depths  of  over  100  feet.  The  current  will  probably  preserve  a  scouring 
power  sufficient  to  maintain  a  channel  of  20  feet  depth  at  low-water  for 
a  distance  of  something  over  Ij  miles  beyond  the  jetties. 

5. — Full-length  drowned  north  jetty  and  full-height  south  jetty. 

With  a  drowned  north  jetty  located  precisely  like  that  just  discussed, 
and  a  full-height  south  jetty,  placed  as  shown  by  line  C  Q,  Plate  II,  running 
out  to  the  outer  18-foot  curve  of  the  bar,  a  larger  amount  of  the  ebb  will  be 
caused  to  flow  out  between  the  jetty-beads  than  in  the  case  just  consid- 
ered. According  to  previous  computations,  we  may  expect  over  80  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  ebb-flow  of  Profile  I  to  pass  out  between  the  jetty- 
heads.  The  action  of  the  issuing  current  will  be,  therefore,  more  ener- 
getic, resulting  in  a  comparative  lengthening  of  the  channel  produced 
by  it  beyond  the  jetty-heads.  The  method  of  calculation  heretofore 
adopted  gives  the  following  results  for  the  case  under  consideration : 

For  a  width  between  jetty-heads  of  half  a  mile,  a  channel  of  20  feet 
depth  at  low- water  will  extend  beyond  the  jetty -heads  about  5,500  feet ; 
for  a  width  between  jetty-heads  of  2,000  feet,  the  channel  will  have  a 
length  of  7,000  feet ;  and  for  a  width  of  1,300  feet,  the  exterior  length 
may  be  over  two  miles.  The  depth  between  jetty-heads  will,  of  course, 
increase  in  a  corresponding  ratio. 

THE  DURATION  OP  THE  IMPROVED  CHANNEL. 

The  value  or  duration  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of 
jetties  for  the  improvement  of  a  bar-channel  which  forms  the  outlet  of 
a  tidal  non-sedimentary  stream  is  largely  a  matter  of  conjecture,  more 
especially  when  the  bar,  as  in  the  case  under  consideration,  has  not 
formed  the  subject  of  careful  and  prolonged  study  made  with  special 
reference  to  contemplated  yorks  of  improvement.  The  records  of  the 
most  elaborate  hydrographic  survey,  even  if  annually  repeated,  would 
be  largely  wanting  in  the  kind  of  information  required  by  the  engineer 
in  designing  his  project ;  for  such  surveys  and  the  charts  resulting  from 
them,  although  they  might  be  everything  that  could  be  desired  by  nav- 
igators and  seamen,  and  would  furnish  an  accurate  history  of  the 
changes  taking  place  in  the  location  and  form  of  the  bar,  wotld  give  no 
measure  of  the  quantity  of  material  moved  in.  effecting  those  changes.  While 
it  is  true  that  no  alteration  of  the  physical  features  of  the  bar  could 
take  place  without  a  movement  of  materials,  it  is  equally  true  that 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cubic  yards  of  silt  and  sand  might  be 
moved  again  and  again  from  one  side  of  the  bar-channel  to  the  other 
without  forming  an  integral  part  of  the  hydrographer's  observations, 
and  even  without  being  recognized  by  him  at  all,  although  caused  by 
storms  occurring  at  intervals  during  the  progress  of  his  work. 

For  example,  a  heavy  northeasterly  storm,  producing  breakers  along 
the  north  shoal  from  Cumberland  Island  to  Profile  III,  a  distance  some- 
what exceeding  3  miles,  would  throw  up  large  quantities  of  sand,  carry 
it  over  the  crest  of  the  shoal,  and  drop  it  in  the  deep  water  of  the  main 
channel  between  Profiles  I  and  III. 

It  would  next  be  taken  up  by  the  ebb-currents,  and  rolled^r  carried 
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out  toward  the  sea  antil  it  encoantered  the  littoral  ebb-carrent,  accel- 
erated by  the  storm,  by  which  it  would  be  again  moved  in  a  southwesterly 
direction,  and  finally  left  to  the  action  of  the  south  breakers,  which 
would  distribute  it  upon  the  south  shoal.  This  action,  which  is  illus- 
trated in  Figure  5,  Plate  III,  would  be  incessant  during  the  continuance 
of  the  storm,  every  wave  upon  both  the  north  and  south  shoal  doing 
its  part  of  the  work.  The  results  will  be  (1)  to  lower  the  north  and  cor- 
respondingly raise  the  south  shoal,  and  (2)  move  the  outlet  of  the  bar- 
channel  to  the  southward. 

The  action  of  a  southerly  storm  will  be  the  reverse  of  this,  moving  the 
material  from  the  south  to  the  nprth  shoal.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
experiments  having  been  made  by  means  of  which  an  estimate  can  be 
formed  of  the  quantity  of  material  that  would  probably  be  transported 
from  one  side  of  the  channel  to  the  other,  in  a  given  time,  by  the  agency 
of  a  heavy  storm.  As  a  moderate  assumption,  a  northeaster,  of  three 
days'  duration,  might  be  expected  to  lower  the  north  shoal  4  inches 
within  the  area  covered  by  the  breakers.  The  greater  part  of  the 
eroded  material,  amounting  to  upward  of  516,000  cubic  yards,  would 
doubtless  be  distributed  along  the  south  shoal  during  the  progress  of 
the  storm.  If  the  waves  should  subside,  or  a  southerly  or  southeast- 
erly storm  set  in  before  the  bar-channel  had  returned  to  its  normal  con- 
dition, the  material  subsequently  carried  out  would  not  reach  the  south 
shoal,  but  in  the  former  case  would  remain  near  the  outlet  on  the  outer 
slope  of  the  bar,  and  in  the  latter  would  be  carried  back  by  the  waves 
to  the  north  shoal.  If  as  much  as  one-fourth  of  it  remained  in  the  bar- 
channel  between  the  inner  and  outer  18-foot  curves,  a  few  severe  storms, 
such  as  frequently  occur  within  the  period  of  a  single  month,  would 
entirely  destroy  it  by  filling  it  up  to  the  level  of  the  shoal  on  either  side. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  millions  of  cubic  yards  of  the  material 
composing  the  bar  might  be  shifted  back  and  forth  from  one  side  of 
the  channel-outlet  to  the  other  during  a  single  season,  without  causing 
injury  to  the  channel  by  shoaling,  and  without  producing  any  changes 
in  the  form  and  location  of  the  bar  itself,  that  might  not  entirely  escape 
the  notice  of  the  most  careful  surveyor.  And  yet  this  shifting  of  ma- 
terial, of  which  no  evidence  may  be  left  behind,  should  enter  as  an  im- 
portant if  not  a  controlling  function  in  the  project  of  the  engineer,  be- 
cause the  useful  life  of  his  works  is  more  or  less  dependent  thereon. 

When  the  shoal  on  either  side  is  occupied  by  a  jetty,  new  and  import- 
ant conditions  are  interposed,  for  the  sand  cannot  be  carried  into  the 
main  channel  by  means  of  translation,  until  it  has  filled  in  and  banked 
up  as  high  as  the  crests  of  the  works  on  the  outside.  If  the  works  rise 
much  above  the  level  of  high  water,  its  passage  into  the  main  channel 
will  be  arrested  entirely,  until  its  accumulation  on  the  exterior  carries 
the  shore-line  to  or  near  the  heads  of  the  jetties.  After  this  it  will  drift 
in  around  the  ends,  to  be  subsequently  taken  up  and  carried  out  by  the 
ebb-currents,  and  finally  deposited  on  the  leeward  shoal. 

If  the  jetties  do  not  rise  above  the  level  of  high  water,  the  sand  will 
be  carried  in  by  storms  over  their  crests,  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  accu- 
mulated to  that  height  on  the  outside.  It  will  also  pass  in  around  their 
ends,  to  be  carried  out  and  deposited  on  the  leeward  section  of  the  bar, 
as  before.       ' 

With  regard  to  jetties  with  their  crests  located  above  the  level  of 
high-water,  whether  full  length  or  otherwise,  very  little  reliance  should 
be  placed  upon  any  estimate  of  the  time  that  would  probably  elapse 
before  the  shoreline  would  be  advanced  to  the  vicinity  of  the  jetty- 
heads  by  the  accumulation  of  sand  in  the  exterior  angles.    Perhaps 
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eight  or  ten  years  woald  snfiBce  to  produce  this  result,  even  if  the  works 
reach  to  the  outer  10-foot  curve.  After  this  the  material  would  be 
drifted  into  the  channel  around  the  jetty-heads  by  every  heavy  storm 
striking  the  shore  obliquely ;  the  ebb-scour  would  take  it  up  and  carry 
it  farther  out,  where  it  would  be  disposed  of  either  near  the  channel- 
outlet,  or  upon  the  north  or  south  shoal,  depending  on  the  force  and 
direction  of  the  waves  prevailing  at  the  time.  In  this  manner  the  bar 
would  grow  seaward  throughout  its  entire  arc,  the  extent  of  its  final 
growth  under  the  new  conditions  being  proportioned  to  the  length  of 
the  jetties. 

It  is  believed  that  full-height  jetties  are  not  the  most  suitable  kind 
for  the  improvement  of  the  entrance  to  a  tidal  harbor  in  which  the  pre- 
ponderance of  the  outflow  over  the  inflow  is  no  greater  than  it  is  at 
Fernandina.  They  necessitate  either  a  wide  opening  or  excessive  depths 
between  the  jetties,  to  insure  the  necessary  filling  of  the  tidal  reservoir 
at  each  flood.  The  former  condition  implies  a  reduction  in  the  outward 
reach  of  the  effective  scour,  and  the  latter  increased  doubt  in  the  prac- 
ticability of  building  the  works  and  securing  them  from  destruction  by 
undermining. 

Low  jetties,  besides  being  less  costly,  would  give  better  results  than 
high  ones,  and  in  constructing  them  their  crests  should  not  be  placed 
above  the  low-water  level.  They  might  afterward  be  gradually  raised 
higher  from  the  shore  outward,  if  deemed  necessary  or  desirable. 

ESTIMATES  OF  COST. 
1.  FULI^H RIGHT  JETTIES  EXTEKDINO  ACROSS  THE  BAR. 

The  north  jetty,  ranning  on  the  line  A  B  J,  Plate  II,  would  have  a  len;^th  of  21,120 
feet,  of  which  15,840  feet  are  supposed  to  he  a  gabionage  in  two  tiers  of  single  rows, 
and  the  outer  or  bar  end  a  length  of  5,280  feet,  a  riprap  formation. 

North  jetty, 

1.5.840Unearfeetgabion  jetty,  at  $10.42 $165,052  80 

8,400  linear  feet  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 43,764  00 

160,000  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $6 960,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies,  including  settling 350,645  04 

1.519,461  84 

If  the  whole  jetty  were  built  as  a  riprap  dam,  it  would  require  434,000  cubic  yards, 
and  the  cost  would  be — 

434,000  cubic  yards,  at  $6  per  yard $2,604,000  00 

30  per  cent,  for  contingencies,  including  settling 781,200  00 

3,385,200  00 

Tbe  south  jetty,  running  on  the  line  C  D  M,  would  have  a  length  of  13,050  feet,  of 
which  only  1,150  feet  would  be  built  of  gabions,  and  11,900  feet  of  riprap. 

South  jetty. 

1,150  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  at  $10.42 $11,983  00 

600  linear  feet  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 3,126  00 

432,000  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  |6 2,592,000  00 

30  per  cent,  for  contingencies,  including  settling 1 782, 132  70 

3,389,24170 
The  whole  south  jetty  in  riprap  would  cost — 

440,500  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $6 $2,643,000  00 

30  per  cent,  for  contingencies 792,900  00 


3,435,900  00 
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SUMMARY. 

North  jetty,  part  riprap  and  part  gabion $1,519,461  84 

South  jetty,  part  riprap  and  part  gabion 3,389,241  70 

Total 4,908,703  54 

North  jetty,  all  riprap $:),385  200  00 

South  jetty,  all  riprap 3,435,900  00 

Total 6,821,10(>00 

2.  FULI^HKIOHT  JETTIES  REACHING  TO  THE  CREST  OF  THE  BAR. 

In  this  case  the  heads  of  the  jetties  are  supposed  to  be  so  located  that  the  issniog 
current  .preserves  sufficient  strength  to  secure  a  channel  of  not  less  than  20  feet  depth 
at  mean  low  water,  without  resorting  to  dredeing. 

The  north  jetty,  located  on  line  A  B,  Plate  II,  will  have  a  total  length  of  17,200  feet, 
of  which  1,360  feet  would  be  riprap,  and  the  balance  gabion  jetty. 

Xorth  jetty. 

15,840  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  at  110.42 $165,052  80 

8,490  linear  feet  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 43,764  00 

58,000  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $6 348,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 167,043  84 

723,860  64 
If  this  work  were  built  entirely  of  riprap,  it  would  cost — 

332,000  cubic  yards,  at  $6 $1,992,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 597, 600  00 

2,589,600  00 
The  south  jetty,  on  the  line  C  D,  has  a  length  of  7,865  feet,  of  which  1,150  feet  would 
be  built  of  gabions. 

South  jetty, 

1,150  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  at  $10.42 $11,983  00 

600  linear  feet  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 3,126  00 

231,800  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $6 1,390,800  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 421,772  70 

1,827,681  70 
Built  entirely  of  riprap,  it  would  require — 

240,300  cubic  yards,  at  $6 $1,441,800  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 432,540  00 

1,874,340  00 

SUiOfARY. 

North  jetty,  part  riprap  and  part  gabion $732,860  64 

South  jetty,  part  riprap  and  part  gabion 1,827,681  70 

Total 2,560,542  34 

North  jetty,  all  riprap $2,589,600  00 

South  jetty,  all  riprap 1,874,340  00 

Total 4,463,940  00 

3.   STUMP  JETTIES,  ABOUT  ONE  MILE  LONG  EACH. 

This  mode  of  improvement  will  comprise  the  construction  of  the  following  works: 

a.  North  jetty,  one  mile  long. 

b.  Drowned  jetty  to  re-enforce  Pelican  Shoal  on  a  length  of  about  one  mile. 

c.  Protecting  north  shore  of  Amelia  Island  by  means  of  spur  jetties. 

d.  South  jetty,  about  one  mile  long. 
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a, — Xarih  jetty. 

This  Jetty  wonld  extend  from  Cumberland  Island  to  a  point  near  Pelican  Shoal,  on 
line  A  E,  Plate  II.  The  average  depth  now  found  on  this  line  is  less  than  6  feet ;  but 
the  estimate  is  based  on  the  assumption  th&t  two  tiers  of  gabions  6  feet  high  are  re- 
quired on  the  whole  line. 

5,280  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  at  $10.42 $55,017  00 

2,800  linear  feet  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 14,588  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 20,881  68 

90,487  68 
Built  entirely  of  riprap  it  would  require — 

88,000  cubic  yards,  at  $6 $528,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 158,400  00 

686, 400  00 
6. — Drowned  jetty  for  Pelican  ShoaL 

This  jetty  would  have  its  crest  at  mean  low-water  level ;  at  its  western  end  it  will 
connept  with  the  head  of  the  north  jetty  and  follow  the  line  of  Pelican  Shoal  for  a 
length  of  one  mile.  This  jetty  will  be  supposed  to  be  made  entirely  of  riprap,  and 
would  require — 

12,500  cubic  yards,  at  $6 $75,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 2*2,500  00 

97,500  00 
c. — Protecting  north  sliore  of  Amelia  Island. 

About  six  spur  jetties  are  estimated  to  be  required  extending  from  the  shore  to  the 
6-foot  curve ;  their  shore-ends  to  be  raised  to  high- water  level,  and  their  heads  to  be 
kept  at  low-water  mark,  so  that  th^r  crests  incline  toward  the  channel.  Their  aggre- 
gate length  would  be  about  1,200  feet. 

1,200  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  at  $5.21 $6,252  00 

Riprap  apron  around  jetty-heads 1,000  00 

30  percent,  contingencies 2, 176  00 

9,428  00 
If  built  entirely  of  riprap  they  would  cost  $24,000. 

d,South  jetty. 

Extending  from  east  shore  of  Amelia  Island  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  a  length  of 
5,600  feet  on  line  F  G,  Plate  II.  Of  this  length  3,900  feet  may  be  built  with  gabions, 
and  1,700  feet  as  riprap  dam. 

3,900  feet  (linear)  gabion  jetty,  at  $10.42 $40,638  00 

2,600feet  (linear)  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 13,546  00 

103,360  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $6 620,160  00 

30  percent,  contingencies 202,303  20 

876.647  20 
Built  entirely  of  riprap  it  would  require — 

177,400  cubic  yards,  at  $6., $1,064,400  00 

30  percent,  contingencies 319,320  00 

1,383,720  00 

The  employment  of  stump  jetties  will  necessitate  dredging  on  the  bar,  amounting 
to  the  removal  of  680,000  cubic  yards  for  a  channel  of  20  feet  depth  at  low- water,  and 
300  feet  width  at  bottom. 

Dredging  680,000  cubic  yards,  at  25  cents $170,000  00 

First  cost  of  steam-dredge 1 75,000  00 

$7,500  or  10  per  cent,  of  first  cost  for  wear  and  tear,  and  $25,000  for  run- 
ning-expenses and  ordinary  repairs,  capitalized  at  5  per  cent 650, 000  00 


895,000  00 
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SUMMARY.  \ 

A. — Mixed  system. 

North  stump  jetty |90,487  28 

Pelican  shoal,  re-enforced 97, 500  00 

Amelia  Island,  re-enforced 9,428  00 

South  jetty 876,647  20 

Dredging 895,000  00 

Total 1,969.262  48 

B.— Entirely  of  riprap. 

North  stump  jetty $686,400  00 

Pelican  Shoal,  re-enforced 97,500  00 

Amelia  Inland,  re-enforced 24, 000  00 

Southjetty 1,383,720  09 

Dredging 895,000  00 

3,086,620  00 

4. — DROWNED  B'ULL-LKNGTH  JETTIES. 

a. — North  Jetty. 

Located  on  line  A  B  J,  Plate  II,  following,  more  or  less,  the  line  of  shoals  north  of 
Amelia  Basin.  Total  length,  four  miles.  Cumberland  Channel  to  he  left  open  to  a 
length  of  2,400  feet,  the  bed  being  re-enforced  with  riprap.  An  adjoining  length  of 
13.440  feet  may  be  built  of  a  single  row  of  gabions  6  feet  bi^h,  while  the  outer  one- 
mile  length  on  the  bar  shonld  be  riprap.  A  deflecting  jettv  is  also  thought  necessary 
at  the  month  of  Beach  Creek  to  guide  the  ebb-flow  toward  the  deep  water  of  the  en- 
trance of  Cumberland  Sound.  Its  length  will  be  about  3,200  feet,  reaching  to  about  15 
feet  depth  at  low-water.  It  may  be  built  either  with  a  riprap  foundation,  and  a 
gabionage  on  top,  or  entirely  of  riprap. 

3,600  cubic  yards  riprap,  re-enforcing  Cumberland  Channel $21, 600  00 

13,440  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  at  $5.21 70,022  40 

4,500  linear  feet  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 23,445  00 

71,500  cubic  yards  riprap  for  outer  mile,  at  $6 429,000  00 

3,200  feet  deflecting  jetty,  full  height,  at  $20 64, 000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 182,419  22 

790,486  62 


Built  entirely  of  riprap  it  would  require — 


123,000  cubic  yards  for  main  jetty,  at$6 $738,000  00 

35,700  cubic  yards  for  deflecting  jetty,  at  $6 : 214,200  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 285,660  00 

1,237,860  00 
h, — South  jetty — {drowned. ) 

Located  on  line  C  Q  it  would  httve  a  length  of  12,750  feet,  of  which  3,500  linear  feet 
may  be  built  of  gabions,  whiph  would  require  to  be  placed  in  one  tier  for  a  length  of 
2,300  feet,  and  in  two  tiers  for  a  length  of  1,200  feet.  The  outer  portion  should  be  rip- 
rap a  length  of  9,250  feet. 

2,3001inearfeotgabionjetty,  one  tier,  at  $5.21 $11,983  00 

1,200  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  two  tiers,  at  $10.42 12, 504  00 

1,800  linear  feet  spur  jetty,  at  $5.21 9,378  00 

126,00Ocubic  yards  riprap,  at  $<5 756,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 236,959  50 

1,026,824  50 
Built  entirely  of  riprap  there  would  be  required — 

1.52,000  cubic  yards,  at  $6 $912,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 273,600  00 


1,185,600  00 
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SUMMARY. 

A.  Mixed  Bystom,  part  gabion  and  part  riprap : 

North  jetty  and  miaor  works $790,48)  62 

South  jetty 1,026,824  50 

Total - 1,817,311  12 

B.  Entirely  riprap : 

North  jettv  and  minor  works $1,237,860  00 

Sonth  jetty 1,185,600  00 

Total 2,423,460  00 

5.— FULL-LENGTH  DROWNED  NORTH  JETTY  AND  FOLL-H EIGHT  SOUTH  JETTY. 

a.  The  estimate  for  the  north  jetty  would  be  the  satne  as  above. 

b.  The  south  jetty,  located  as  above,  will  have  a  length  of  13,350  feet  from  Amelia 
Islaud  to  the  outer  Id-foot  curve.  Abuut  3,000  feet  of  the  shore-ead  may  be  built  of  » 
double-tier  gabionage,  the  balance  riprap. 

3,000  linear  feet  gabion  jetty,  at  $10.42 $31,260  00 

l,600linearfeet8pur  jetty,  at  $5.21 8,336  00 

374,000  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $6 2,244,000  00 

30  percent,  contingencies , 685,079  00 

2,968,675  00 
Built  entirely  of  riprap  it  would  require— 

420,000  cubic  yards,  at  $6 $2,520,000  00 

30  per  cent,  contingencies 756,000  00 

Total 3,276,000  00 

SUMMARY. 

North  jetty,  gabion  and  riprap $790,486  62 

South  jetty,  gabion  and  riprap 2,968,675  00 

Total 3,759,161  62 

North  jetty,  all  riprap... $1,237,860  00 

South  jetty,  all  riprap 3,276,000  00 

Total , 4,513,860  00 

The  papers  sent  to  me  for  my  information,  consisting  of  official  reports, 
or  extracts  therefrom,  made  between  the  years  1839  and  1861,  are  for 
the  most  part,  and  with  a  single  exception,  discussions  from  a  military 
or  naval  point  of  view,  setting  forth  the  value  of  the  harbor  of  Fer- 
nandina  as  a  place  of  refuge  for  our  merchantment  in  time  of  maritime 
war,  or  as  a  site  for  a  military  or  naval  depot. 

The  necessity  of  protecting  it  by  fortifications,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  securely  available  for  such  purposes,  is  clearly  stated;  and  the  argu- 
ments employed  are  both  strong  and  familiar,  although  the  lapse  of  time 
Las  deprived  some  of  them  of  their  original  pertinence  and  force. 

None  of  them,  however,  recommend  or  contemplate  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  or  its  channel  of  approach  by  artificial  means,  and  their 
relations  to  the  commercial  questions  suggested  by  the  Senate  resolu- 
tion are,  therefore,  in  a  great  degree  inferential. 

The  argument  based  upon  the  fitness  of  the  place  for  a  military  or 
naval  depot,  may  properly  be  left  in  abeyance  until  the  question  of  its 
selection  for  such  purpose  is  aflSrmatively  determined;  when  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  improvements,  should  any  be  necessary,  may  be  intelli- 
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gently  adjusted  to  the  requirements  of  the  largest  class  of  vessels  that 
are  to  be  accommodated. 

Such  a  contingency  seems  unlikely  to  arise  with  respect  to  a  naval 
depot  at  least,  as  the  Government  already  owns  an  e:^cellent  site  for 
such  an  establishment  in  Saint  Simon's  Sound,  less  than  30  miles  dis- 
tant. The  question  of  enlarging  its  channel  of  approach  in  order  to 
enhance  its  value  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  from  storms,  or  even  from  hostile 
men-of-war,  should  be  considered  in  connection  with  other  harbors  in 
its  vicinity,  or  on  the  coast  of  Georgia.  The  late  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Army,  General  Totten,  in  a  report  on  sea-coast  defenses  made  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  November,  1851,  referred  to  Fernandina  Harbor  as 
"  the  best  and  deepest  of  these  Georgia  entrances; "  an  opinion  which, 
like  some  of  those  advanced  in  the  papers  sent  to  me,  was  doubtless 
based  upon  partial  if  not  inaccurate  information.  The  completion  of  the 
surveys  of  the  principal  harbors  upon  that  portion  of  our  coast,  places 
an  estimate  upon  their  relative  value  somewhat  differing  from  that  enter- 
tained twenty-five  years  ago.  This  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  fol- 
lowing list,  arranged  in  regular  order  from  south  to  north.  It  has  been 
prepared  from  the  published  charts  of  the  Coast  Survey  establishment. 
The  depths  given  are  those  of  the  shoalest  part  of  the  channel  of  en- 
trance along  its  center  line  : 


Mean 

Mean 

low -water  rise  and  fiill 

depth. 

i 

of  tide. 

Feet    1 

Feet 

11  5  i 

5.9 

16 

7.1 

17 

6.8 

11 

7.0 

14 

7.0 

Iri 

6.6 

13  ; 

7.3 

14    1 

7.7 

14     1 

7.7 

18i 

7.0 

Cumberland  Sound,  Fernandina  Harbor ;  ample  anchorage <  noSf 

Saint  Andrews  Sound,  17J  miles  from  Fernandina;  good  anchorage 

Saint  Simon's  Sound,  28i  miles  from  Fernandina :  ample  anchorage 

Altamaha  Sound,  421  miles  from  Fernandina ;  limited  anchorage 

Dobo V  Sound,  47^  miles  from  Fernandina :  ample  anchorage 

Sapello  Sound.  63  miles  trova  Fernandina ;  ample  anchorage 

Saint  Catharine's  Sound,  73  miles  from  Fernandina ;  gnod  anchorage 

Ossabaw  Sound,  78  miles  fW>m  Fernandina ;  ample  anchorage 

Warsaw  Sound,  90  miles  from  Fernandina ;  ample  anchorage 

Savannah  River,  103  miles  from  Fernandina ;  ample  anchorage 

The  practicable  depth  in  the  Fernandina  entrance  is  unusually  shal- 
low at  the  present  time,  owing  to  the  existence  of  a  narrow  secondary 
bar  lying  directly  across  the  bar-channel,  which  is  not  shown  on  any 
former  survey.  It  is  probably  only  a  temporary  obstruction,  which  wiil 
disappear  in  time  under  the  constant  changes  and  fluctuations  to  \vhich 
the  bar  is  subjected.  Its  removal  to  a  low-water  depth  of  13  feet  with 
the  Government  dredging-steamer  now  employed  on  the  Savannah 
Kiver  would  not  cost  more  than  $10,000  to  $12,000 ;  but  it  would  prob- 
ably reform  as  often  as  removed  until  the  bar  assumed  such  shape  and 
the  currents  such  directions  as  would  remove  a  tendency  to  deposit  at 
that  point. 

There  are,  therefore,  not  less  than  six  harbors  on  the  Georgia  coast 
that  have  a  deeper  channel  of  entrance  than  Fernandina  usually  pos- 
sesses. 

Of  these  the  two  that  lie  nearest  to  Fernandina  (Saint  Andrew's,  17^ 
miles,  and  Saint  Simon's,  28j  miles  distant)  have  bar-channels  that  are 
very  nearly  straight,  while  the  Fernandina  Bar  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
navigate,  especially  in  stormy  weather,  on  account  of  its  crooked 
entrance. 

As  a  harbor  of  refuge,  therefore,  whether  from  the  dangers  of  the  sea 
or  from  hostile  cruisers,  Fernandina  cannot  be  said  to  possess  any  great 
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or  special  advantages  oa  accouat  of  its  locality,  while  its  inferiority  in 
channel-depth  is  marked  and  positive. 

In  considering  the  commercial  importance  of  Fernandina  Harbor, 
present  and  prospective,  as  an  avenue  for  foreign  and  domestic  trade, 
the  questions  which  present  themselves  are  somewhat  more  problemat- 
ical than  those  already  referred  to.  An  estimate  of  the  magnitude  to 
which  its  commerce  would  grow,  provided  the  harbor  were  made  per- 
manently accessible  to  the  larger  class  of  ocean-going  vessels,  must  be 
largely  conjectural,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  enter  upon  it  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  I  am  unable  to  discover  any  elements  of  commercial  superior- 
ity, plainly  attribntable  to  the  position  of  the  place,  that  would  seem  to 
justify  the  General  Government  in  undertaking,  at  liie  present  time,  the 
construction  of  costly  works  for  the  accommodation  of  a  trade  that  does 
not  exist,  and  which  cannot  be  expected  to  spring  up  in  the  immediate 
future. 

A  statement  of  the  number,  tonnage,  and  crews  of  vessels  engaged  in 
the  foreign  and  coastwise  trade  which  entered  and  cleared  the  port  of 
Fernandina  from  the  year  1870  to  the  year  18W,  inclusive,  has  been 
furnished  to  me  by  the  collector  of  customs  of  that  port,  and  is  hereunto 
appended. 

An  appropriation  of  812,000  is  recommended,  to  be  applied  to  deep- 
ening the  channel  across  the  bar  to  its  usual  depth  of  13  feet  at  mean 
low-water. 

Three  plates,  numbered  respectively  Plate  I,  Plate  11,  and  Plate  III, 
accompany  this  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(J.  A.   GiLLMORE, 

Lieut.  Col.  of  EngineerSj  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.,  U.  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humrhreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A, 


ARRIVAI^  AND  CLEARANCES  OF  VESSELS  AT  THE  PORT  OF  FERXAXDIXA,  FLA.,  FROM  1S70 

TO  Id74,  INCLUSIVE. 

Vessels  entered. 


Year. 


Coastwise. 


1870 

1871 

1872 

1?73 

1874 

Aggregate 


American  vesnelB 
from  foreign 
ports. 


275  139,186  6,368 
266  136,453  5,808* 
230  12-2. 78 1 1  4, 944 1 
207  97,250'  3,  «22, 
212)  105,976   3.999, 


1,229 
2,9171 

5,  7.53 
5.056[ 
7,208 


Foreign  vessels 
from  foreign 
porta. 


It 


32 

99 

177 

104 

210, 


980 
4       779 
15   4,709 

26|  7,e•^8 

23   7,242 


37 

31 

157 

266 

2281 


ToUl. 


H 


289 
284 
267 
255 


1, 190;  601, 648  24, 941         95  22, 163 


68^;        73,21,5381      719.  1,358 


I 


141.395  6,437 
140,149  5,938 
133,243  5,278 
110.1341  4,252 
120,428,  4,437 


645,34926,342 
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Vesseli  cleared. 


Year. 


1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1«74 

Aggregate . 


CoostwUe. 

American  ressels 
to  foreign  ports. 

Foreign  YeBaels  to 
foreign  ports. 

TotaL 

•s 

H 

1 

11 

J?  ► 

i 

i 

II 

1 

^ 

H 

o 

^           H 

o 

Jz?*^ 

H 

o 

^"^ 

H 

u 

851 

134.977 

6,216 

1 
21   5,661 

184 

4 

892 

32 

976 

141,530.  6.4» 

263 

134,276  5,736 

29  6,496 

189         12 

3,649 

102 

304 

144.421    6,027 

213 

112, 703|  4, 610 

24   6,587 

184         27 

8,774 

278 

264 

128, 064;  5, 072 

203 

92,866  3,731 

29  7,345 

213         40 

14,650 

399 

272 

114.8611  4.343 

218 

106,849   4,041 

33   8,727 

257 

27 

8,584 

260 

278 

124,160j  4,558 

1,148 

581, 671  24, 334 

136 

34,816 

1,027 

110 

36,549 

1,071 

1,394 

653,036  26,439 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Year. 

Value  of 
exports. 

Year. 

Duties  col- 
lected. 

1870 

$122,595 
156, 015 
232,239 
373, 059 
300.135 

1870 

$5  00 

1871 

1871 

3j<  f«2 

1872 

1872 

42  96 

1873 

1873 

530  66 

1874 

1874 

569  67 

Total 

Total 

1, 183, 973 

1,2U7  11 

H  7. 

INSIDE  PASSAGE    BETWEEN    CUMBERLAND   SOUND   AND    SAINT   SIMON'S 

SOUND.  GEORGIA. 

United  States  Engineer-Office, 

Xew  York,  April  24, 1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  the  oflace  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  March  23, 1876,  refer- 
ring to  me  for  report  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  viz : 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 

March  16,  1876. 
Besolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  is  hereby,  requested  to  communicate 
to  the  Senate  bis  opinion  as  to  the  importance  and  practicability  of  deepening  the 
inside  passa^^e  between  Cumberland  Sound  and  Saint  Simon's  Sound,  State  of  Georgia, 
-with  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  such  improvements  in  connection  with  any  con- 
templated improvement  of  the  inside  passage  between  Fernandina  and  the  Saiut 
John's  River. 
Attest : 

Geo.  C.  Goiuiam, 

Secrttary, 

The  entire  length  of  this  passage  from  the  wharf  at  Fernandina  to 
Saint  Simon's  Sound  may  be  estimated  at  38  miles,  and  comprises  the 
following  water-courses : 

Commencing  at  Fernandina,  the  route  takes  the  lower  portion  of 
Amelia  Eiver  to  the  month  of  Cumberland  Sound,  a  length  of  3  miles, 
with  a  wide  channel  and  water  deep  enough  for  any  class  of  vessels : 
thence  it  runs  up  Cumberland  Sound,  which  is  subdivided  at  several 
places  into  branches  by  mud  islands.  Up  to  the  "  Divides,"  or  head  of 
Cumberland  Sound,  the  main  channel  has  a  minimum  depth  of  13  feet  at 
low- water,  with  long  reaches  of  more  than  20  feet  depth. 

**  Crooked  River"  discharges  into  the  sound  by  two  branches,  and  it 
is  at  the  mouth  of  the  northern  branch  that  the  tides  of  Cumberland 
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and  Saint  Andrew's  Soands  meet  and  cause  shoaling.  The  shoals  at 
this  point  will  have  to  be  removed  by  dredging,  which  operation  will  re- 
quire to  be  repeated  from  time  to  time.  The  "Divides"  are  9J  miles 
from  the  entrance  of  Cumberland  Sound. 

A  little  to  the  north  of  the  "  Divides  ^  the  sound  separates  into  two 
branches,  called  respectively  Cumberland  River  and  Brickhill  Eiver. 
The  latter  has  comparatively  good  water  in  its  channel-way,  varying 
from  10  to  36  feet,  with  shoals  of  from  6  to  7  feet  depth  at  mean  low- 
water.  It  is,  however,  narrow  and  tortuous.  Cumberland  River,  at  a 
distance  of  about  3 J  miles  from  the  "  Divides,"  forms  a  bend  of  nearly 
90^1  thence  it  runs  in  a  nearly  straight  line  to  Saint  Andrew's  Sound, 
having  been  rejoined  by  the  Brickhill  River  about  3  miles  from  the 
bend.  The  shallowest  places  of  the  Cumberland  River  appear  in  the 
reach  from  the  "Divides"  to  the  bend,  where  the  proof-sheet  of  the  lat- 
est coast-chart  (No.  57)  indicates  depths  in  some  parts  of  the  channel- 
way  ranging  from  7  to  11  feet.  The  width  of  the  river,  between  high- 
water  shore-lines,  is  ^50  yards  at  the  narrowest  point. 

On  the  whole,  this  river  shows  good  depths,  from  14  feet  up  to  36  feet 
and  more,  the  deep  channel  being  rather*  narrow,  however,  in  some 
places,  especially  in  the  southern  br^inch  of  the  bend. 

The  whole  length  of  the  inside  passage  between  Fernandina  and  Saint 
Andrew's  Sound  may  be  reckoned  at  26  miles.  On  the  greater  part  of 
this  length  it  is  sheltered  from  the  ocean  by  Cumberland  Island,  which 
is  upward  of  18  miles  long. 

From  Saint  Andrew's  Sound  the  passage  leads  through  Jekyl  Sound 
into  Jekyl  Creek,  with  depths  of  water  ranging  between  12  and  42  feet, 
to  within  IJ  miles  of  its  junction  with  Brunswick  River.  The  width  of 
Jekyl  River  ranges  generally  from  400  to  600  yards,  except  in  the  last 
northern  reach,  where  it  narrows  to  from  90  to  100  yards.  This  reach 
would  require  dredging,  if  the  establishment  of  a  channel  of  6  feet  depth 
at  low- water  be  desired.  There  are  also  rather  extensive  shoals  at  the 
mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek ;  the  distance  from  that  mouth  to  the  nearest 
point  of  the  6-foot  curve  of  Brunswick  River  being  550  yards,  over 
which  the  low-water  depths  vary  from  2^  to  6  feet. 

The  length  of  the  inside  passage  from  Saint  Andrew's  to  Saint  Simon's 
Sound,  by  way  of  Jekyl  Creek,  is  about  12  miles.  This  route  is  shut  off 
from  the  sea  by  Jekyl  Island,  which  has  a  length  of  nearly  8  miles  from 
south  to  north. 

To  obtain  a  channel  from  Fernandina  to  Saint  Simon's  Sound,  that 
should  have  a  minimum  depth  at  mean  low-water  of  6  feet  and  a  width 
at  the  bottom  of  100  feet,  will  require  dredging  at  three  places : 

1st.  At  the  ^'Divides"  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Sound.  Amount 
of  dredging,  9,000  cubic  yards. 

2d.  Shoals  about  1  mile  south  of  the  junction  of  the  eastern  branch 
of  Jekyl  Creek  with  Brunswick  River.  Estimated  quantity  of  sand  to 
be  removed  by  dredging,  8,000  cubic  yards. 

3d.  The  mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek  and  the  channel  leading  across  the 
shoals  to  Brunswick  River  will  have  to  be  deepened  by  the  removal  of 
about  15,000  cubic  yards. 

ESTIMATE  OF  COST  OF  ESTABLISHING  CHANNEL. 

Dredging  9,000  cubic  yards  at  the  **  Divides,"  at  25  cents  per  yard $2, 250 

Dredging  8,000  cnbic  yards  near  month  of  Jekyl  Creek 2, 000 

Dredging  15,000  cubic  yards  at  and  beyond  mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek 3, 750 

Twenty  per  cent,  for  contingencies 1,600 

Total 9,600 
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Dredging  will  probably  be  required  annually  to  maintain  the  channel 
^t  two  of  the  above-named  places,  viz,  at  the  *'  Divides,''  where  the 
meeting  of  the  tides  will  be  a  constant  cause  of  shoaling,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek. 

Estimating  the  cost  of  annual  d):edging  at  15  per  cent,  of  the  total  cost 
of  establishing  the  channel,  $1,500  per  annum  will  be  required,  one-half 
of  which  may  have  to  be  applied  at  the  ^*  Divides  "  and  the  other  half 
at  the  mouth  of  Jekyl  Creek. 

The  Senate  resolution  requires  this  question  to  be  considered  "  in 
connection  with  any  contemplated  improvement  of  the  inside  passage 
4)etween  Fernandina  and  the  Saint  John's  Kiver."  It  is  presumed  that 
reference  is  here  made  to  the  project  submitted  by  me  June  14, 1875, 
in  which  estimates  were  given  for  a  channel  of  11  feet  and  for  one  of 
13  feet  depth  at  high-water,  as  follows : 

No.  1  channel,  125  feet  by  13  feet  high- water $370,000 

No.  2  channel,  125  feet  by  11  feet  high-water 265.000 

No.  3  channel,    80  feet  by  13  feet  high-water 225,000 

No.  4  channel,    HO  feet  by  11  feet  high-water 160,000 

An  appropriation  of  $59,000  was  recommended  for  the  commence- 
ment of  work  on  channel  Ko.  4.    It  was  also  stated  that — 

After  the  C'OnBtrnction  of  channel  No.  4,  and  after  it  shall  have  reached  a  condition 
of  permanency  in  its  amended  cross-sections,  it  will  be  time  enongh  to  decide  whether 
it  shall  be  widened  without  deepening,  or  deepened  without  widening,  or  whether  it 
shall  be  both  widened  and  deepened. 

The  question  in  its  practical  results  would  probably  resolve  itself  into  a  channel 
about  100  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  at  ordinary  high- water,  as  the  one  of  the  greatest 
self-maintaining  capacity. 

The  object  of  this  improvement  was  to  make  Fernandina  Harbor  the 
seaport  for  Saint  John's  Biver,  and  thus  avoid  the  shallow,  dangerous, 
and  constantly-shifting  bar  which  obstructs  the  mouth  of  that  stream. 
Ko  similar  argument  is  applicable  to  the  inside  passage  between  Fer- 
nandina and  Brunswick,  and  a  channel  that  will  accommodate,  without 
much  detention,  a  small  class  of  vessels  drawing  from  6  to  8  feet  of 
water  will  suflBce,  at  least  for  the  present. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  is  recommended  to  be  applied  in  dredg- 
ing the  channel  to  a  minimum  low- water  depth  of  6  feet.  It«  degree 
of  permanency,  when  once  established,  will  determine  whether  further 
appropriations  can  be  judiciously  made  for  its  maintenance  or  enlarge- 
ment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.   GiLLMORE, 

Lietit  CoL  of  Engineers,  Bvt  Maj,  Gen  ,  U,  S,  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  IIUjMPHREYS, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


H  8. 

brunswick  harbor,  georgia. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  YorJCj  April  29,  1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  20th  instant,  referring 
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to  me,  for  report,  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States : 

Ix  THE  Senate  of  tite  United  States, 

April  18,  1876. 
BeBohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  oommnDicate 
to  the  Senate  all  information  now  in  possession  of  the  Department,  or  of  the  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  district  of  Georgia,  relating  to  the  importance  of  the  harbor  of  Bruns- 
wick, Ga.,  and  of  the  necessity  for  the  improvement  of  said  harbor. 
Attest : 

Geo.  C.  Gorham, 

Secretary. 

•  I  am  in  doubt  whether  the  information  in  my  possession  will  enable 
me  to  prepare  a  report  possessing  that  exhaustive  character  which  the 
phraseology  of  the  resolution  would  seem  to  require.  It  may,  however, 
be  sufficient  to  meet  the  objects  of  the  inquiry. 

The  harbor  of  Brunswick  is  situated  upon  the  coast  of  Georgia,  a 
little  to  the  northward  of  the  thirty-first  parallel  of  latitude.  The  main 
channel  of  entrance  from  the  ocean  lies  between  Saint  Simon's  and  Jekyl 
Islands,  which  are  a  trifle  over  1  mile  distant  from  each  other. 

Over  the  bar  which  obstructs  this  entrance,  and  which  is  caused  and 
maintained  by  the  combined  action  of  the  tidal  currents  and  waves,  and 
not  by  the  deposit  of  sediment  brought  down  from  the  interior,  there  is 
a  permanent  channel,  about  17  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  with  a 
mean  rise  and  fall  of  6.8  feet,  and  a  rise  and  fall  at  spring- tides  of  8.2 
feet.  The  anchorage-ground  inside  is  of  great  capacity,  with  low- water 
depths  largely  in  excess  of  what  would  be  required  for  the  largest  vessels 
ever  yet  constructed. 

In  the  channel-way  between  the  two  islands  already  named,  the  low- 
water  soundings,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  2  statute  miles,  exceed  7 
fathoms,  and  above  this  5  fathoms  can  be  carried  for  an  additional 
stretch  of  2^  miles.  Thre«  and  a  half  fathoms  are  then  encountered  for 
a  distance  of  200  to  300  yards,  when  the  depths  again  increase  to  4 
fathoms,  which  can  be  carried  up  to  a  point  abreast  the  lower  end  of 
Blythe  Island,  a  distance  of  14  miles  from  the  bar,  measured  along  the 
channel. 

Above  the  lower  point  of  Blythe  Island,  for  a  length  of  4  miles,  there 
is  a  low-water  channel  of  19^  feet  depth,  while  18  feet  can  be  carried  up 
an  additional  mile  to  near  the  head  of  the  island.  The  largest  vessels  that 
can  cross  the  bar  on  the  high-water  of  spring-tides  can,  therefore,  ascend 
to  the  head  of  Blythe  Island,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  localities, 
they  can  lie  at  anchor  in  the  main  channel  without  grounding  at  any 
stage  of  the  tide. 

Indeed,  the  anchorage  grounds  in  respect  to  their  depth,  their  capacity, 
and  their  degree  of  protection  from  the  effects  of  storms,  are  unexcep- 
tionable, possessing  superior  advantages  to  those  of  any  harbor  upon 
our  coast  south  of  Hampton  Eoads,  with  the  possible  exception  of  Port 
Royal  and  its  tributary.  Broad  Eiver.  There  is,  however,  1.7  feet  more 
water  upon  the  Port  Royal  than  upon  the  Brunswick  Bar. 

As  compared  with  other  harbors  upon  our  southern  coast,  the  volume 
of  land-drainage  into  Brunswick  Harbor  is  small,  there  being  no  long 
fresh-water  streams  emptying  into  it.  It  is,  indeed,  an  arm  of  the  sea, 
in  which  the  waters  of  the  ocean  ebb  and  flow.  The  climate  is  excep- 
tionally healthy  and  salubrious,  being  in  great  measure  free  from  that 
class  of  diseases  which  generally  prevail  near  the  mouths  of  large  rivers, 
where  the  river  and  sea  water  meet.  Its  mean  temperature  is  about 
67^  Fahrenheit,  while  the  thermometer  seldom  rises  above  9i^  or  falls 
below  310. 
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In  compliancQ  with  a  resolution  of  the  United  States  Senate  appoin^ 
ing  commissioners  ^^  to  survey  and  examine  ports  south  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, with  a  view  to  their  comparative  facilities  and  advantages  for  the 
establishment  of  a  navy-yard,"  Commodores  Wolsey,  Claxton,  and  Shu- 
brick,  the  commissioners  under  the  above  resolution,  under  date  of 
December  20, 1836,  made  a  report  upon  the  harbors  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
Beaufort,  S.  C.,  and  Savannah,  Darien,  Brunswick,  and  Saint  Mary's, 
(Fernandina,)  Ga.  The  commissioners  give  a  brief  summary  of  their 
opinions  in  the  following  language : 

The  undersigned,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  have  arrived  at  a  point 
where  they  are  directed  to  report  on  **  the  comparative  advantages  and  facilities  of 
ports  south  of  the  Chesapeake  for  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard.^'  Depth  of  water 
and  easv  access  being  objects  of  the  first  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
ports  of  Charleston,  Banen,  and  Saint  Mary's,  (Fernandina,)  being  deficient  in  depth 
of  water  to  permit  the  entrance  of  a  larger  ship  than  a  sloop  of  war,  are  unfit  to  com- 
pete with  the  frigate-harbors  of  Beaufort,  Savannah,  and  Brunswick.  The  preference 
IS  narrowed  down  to  one  of  these ;  and,  having  duly  weighed  their  relative  preten- 
sions, we  have  no  hesitation  in  preferring  Brunswick.  Beaufort  must  yield  to  her  in 
the  essential  points  of  depth  of  water,  easyVocess,  and  capability  of  defense.  Savan- 
nah must  give  way^  for  her  easier  access  and  greater  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  cannot 
be  carried  up  the  river  to  a  site  safe  from  the  sea  and  an  enemy,  and  applicable  to  the 
establishment  of  a  navy-yard. 

If  a  frigate  could  but  reach  Cockspur  Island,  the  opinion  expressed  ^n  favor  of 
Brunswick  might  be  recalled. 

Brunswick  is  the  most  southern  frigate-harbor  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Placed 
near  the  great  outlet  of  the  commerce  of  the  West  Indies. and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  her  posi- 
tion in  a  state  of  maritime  warfare  would  be  invaluable,  since  the  navigating-interests 
of  an  enemy  must  pass  by  her  door. 

Subsequently  to  the  date  of  this  report,  in  1855  I  think,  Congress 
made  an  appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  in  Bruns- 
wick Harbor,  and  a  portion  of  the  Blythe  Island  (1,400  acres)  was  pur- 
chased for  that  purpose.  From  the  great  depths  of  water  along  the 
shore  of  this  island,  and  the  well-known  healthfulness  of  the  locality, 
the  site  would  seem  to  be  an  eligible  one.  It  is  now  covered  with  live- 
oak  and  yellow  pine. 

Brunswick  is  the  terminus  of  two  completed  lines  of  railroad,  one 
leading  northwest  to  Macon  and  Atlanta,  with  good  connections  to  the 
north  and  west ;  the  other  leading  west  across  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  connecting  with  the  roads  in  Alabama  to  the  west. 

It  is  the  natural  shipping-port  for  the  proposed  water-communication 
between  the  Mississippi  Eiver  and  the  Atlantic  seaboard  by  way  of  the 
Tennessee  and  the  Altamaha  Rivers,  and  was  adopted  as  such  in  the  re- 
ports and  estimates  made  by  Major  McFarland,  Gorps  of  Engineers, 
who  states  that  the  distance  from  Saint  Louis  to  Brunswick  by  that 
route  is  1,508  miles  by  careful  measurement.  Major  McFarland  also 
says: 

The  distance  from  Saint  Louis  to  New  York  by  way  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  and 
Erie  Canals  is  1,960  miles ;  and  by  way  of  the  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  and  Erie  Canals  it 
is  1,813  miles.  These  two  distances  are  taken  from  the  "  Report  of  the  committee  of 
the  National  Board  of  Trade  on  a  continuous  water-line  of  transportation  through 
Virginia,"  printed  at  Richmond,  Va.,  in  1869. 

The  difiference  of  distance  in  favor  of  the  Brunswick  route  to  a  port  is  305  miles, 
about  one-sixth  of  the  whole  distance  to  New  York,  and  as  the  saving  in  distance  is 
entirely  by  river,  over  which  the  actual  cost  of  transporting  freight  is  about  3  miUs 
per  ton  per  mile,  the  saving  of  cost  from  this  cause  alone  equals  91^  cents  per  ton. 

Three  transfers  of  cargo  are  saved,  which  amounts  to  30  centfl  a  ton  more,  and  as 
the  Ohio  route  includes  about  300  miles  more  of  canal  than  the  Brunswick  route,  over 
which  the  difiference  of  cost  of  transportation  is  not  less  than  2  mills  per  ton  per  mile, 
60  cents,  the  total  saving  in  cost  by  the  Brunswick  route  is  $1.81  i  V^^  ton,  or  about  &| 
cents  per  bushel. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         489 

The  town  of  Brunswick  is  situated  about  8  miles  above  the  narrows 
formed  by  Saint  Simon's  and  Jekyl  Islands,  upon  a  branch  of  the  main 
stream  which  flows  around  Buzzard's  Island.  In  this  branch,  near  its 
lower  confluence  with  the  main  channel,  and  below  the  town,  there  is  a 
shoal  upon  which  there  is  only  10  feet  soundings  at  mean  low- water, 
which  ought  to  be  removed.  This  could  probably  be  accomplished  by 
constructing  a  jetty  from  the  most  easterly  point  of  Buzzard's  Island, 
so  located  as  to  narrow  the  water-way  to  about  1,000  fe^t.  Its  direction 
should  be  parallel  to  the  low-water  line  of  the  opposite  shore  of  the 
branch,  and  its  crest  should  not  be  placed  higher  than  the  level  of  ordi- 
nary low-water,  in  order  that  the  entrance  of  the  flood  may  be  obstructed 
as  little  as  possible. 

ESTniATED   COST  OF  JETTY. 

A  jetty,  located  as  shown  on  sketch,  running  out  to  the  ISfoot  curve, 
will  have  a  length  of  about  3,400  feet.  Applying  to  its  construction  the 
gabion  system  as  practiced  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  about  1,600  feet  of  its 
length  will  require  but  a  single  tier  of  gabions,  1,500  feet  a  double  tier, 
and  300  feet  a  triple  tier,  provided  that  the  crest  of  the  jetty  is  made 
about  level  with  the  low-water  line.  In  estimating  the  cost,  it  is  assumed 
that  in  either  tier  only  a  single  row  of  gabions  is  required,  expecting 
that  by  the  time  a  second  tier  is  necessary  on  top  of  a  bottom  tier 
enough  sand  will  have  accumulated  in  rear  of  the  latter  to  do  away  with 
the  necessity  of  a  double  row  of  gabions  at  the  bottom.  To  prevent 
under-washing,  a  number  of  short  spur  or  wing  jetties  in  single  tiers 
may  be  necessary,  the  aggregate  length  of  which  is  reckoned  at  1,800 
feet. 

At  Galveston,  the  cost  of  one  linear  foot  of  single-tier  gabions,  in 
place,  was  found  to  be  $5.42.  For  the  jetty  under  consideration  it  will 
be  safer  to  raise  the  price  to  $6,  and  to  put  the  contingencies  at  30  per 
cent.    The  cost  will  then  be  as  follows : 

1,600  linear  feet  gabion-jetty,  single  tier,  at  $6 $9, 600 

1,500  linear  feet  gabion-jetty,  doable  tier,  at  $12 18,000 

300  linear  feet  gabion-jetty,  triple  tier,  at  $18  5,400 

1,800  linear  feet,  spnr-jetty,  siDgle  tier,  at  $6 10,800 

Add  30  per  cent,  for  contingencies 13,200 

Total 57,000 

ESTIMATED  COST  OF  DKEDGINa,  THE  JETTY  BEING  OMITTED. 

If  a  channel  be  cnt  through  the lOfoot  shoal  100  feet  wide  at  bottom 
and  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  vessels  drawing  over  21  feet  can 
pass  throagh  at  high  tide  and  reach  the  deep  anchorage  near  the  city. 
At  25  cents  per  cubic  yard  of  dredging,  the  cost  will  be — 

For  50,000  cubic  yards,  at  25  cents  per  yard $12,500 

Add  20  per  cent,  for  contingencies 2,500 

Annual  dredging,  15  per  cent,  of  the  above,  capitalized  at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent .     37, 500 

Total 52,500 

It  cannot  be  determined,  from  the  information  in  my  possession  with 
regard  to  the  materials  composing  the  shoal  and  the  existing  velocity  of 
the  ebb-current,  whether  the  increased  scour  produced  by  the  jetty 
would  be  sufficient  to  remove  the  shoal  without  recourse  to  dredging. 
No  dredging  is  included  in  the  foregoing  estimate  for  a  jetty. 

An  appropriation  of  $25,000  is  recommended  for  this  work. 
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Statistics  of  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  Brunswick  from  1870  to 
1774,  inclusive,  are  appended,  marked  "A." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GiLLMORE, 

Lieut  Col  of  Engineers^  Brt.  Maj.  Oen,,  U,  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


APPENDIX   A. 

statistics  of  foreign  and  coastwise  trade  of  port  of  Brunswick,  Ga.,for  the  years  1870  to  1874, 

inclusive. 


ESTBRED. 

CLEARED. 

a 

o 

B 
I 

S 

Year 

Foreign. 

Coutwise. 

1 

II 

1 

1 

a 

1P70 

45 
13 
21 
39 
50 

25,200 
13,200 
20,000 
18,900 
21.500 

80 
146 
228 
286 
304 

19.000 
44,000 
61,400 
77,400 

77,800 

$217, 000 

186,500 

5,600 

11,200 

6,000 

$112,000 

86,000 

1,21^ 

2.240 

600 

$239,000 
398,000 
480,000 
571,000 
691,000 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

APPENDIX   I. 

ANTsTUAL  EBPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  A.  K  DAMRBLL,  CORPS 
OP  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30,  1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Mobile^  A?a.,  Jtily  14, 1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  annual  reports 
of  operations,  with  financial  statements,  for  the  year  1875-76,  for  the 
river  and  harbor  improvements  under  my  charge; 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  Damrell, 
Captain  of  Engineers,  U.  JS.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


I  I, 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  MOBILE,  ALABAMA. 

This  improvement  was  continued  during  the  past  fiscal  year  in  accord- 
ance with  the  original  plans  and  instructions  furnished  by  a  special  Board 
of  Engineers,  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  modified  by  aathorlty 
from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  by  letter  dated  April  25, 1875,  in  regard  to 
the  widening  of  Choctaw  Pass  Channel  from  200  feet  to  300  feet. 

The  work  in  the  channel  through  Dog  River  Bar  was  carried  on  under 
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an  unexpired  contract  with  Mr.  J.  P.  Stewart,  and  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
June  23,  1874.  During  the  month  of  February,  1876,  this  channel  was 
completed  to  its  full  width  of  200  feet,  with  a  depth  of  13  feet  at  mean 
low  tide,  and  operations  on  this  bar  were  suspended. 

The  amount  of  material  removed  from  this  channel  during  the  year  is 
as  follows : 

Cubic  yards. 

Month  of  July,  1875 20,818 

Month  of  Augu8t,1875 22,761 

Month  of  September,  1875 14,524 

Month  of  October,  1875 14,878 

Month  of  November,  1875 24,105 

Month  of  December,  1875 6,689 

>Ionth  of  January,  1876 25,345 

Mouth  of  February,  1876 5,573 

Making  a  total  for  the  year  of 134,693 

Total  previously  excavated , 912,889 

Giving  the  amount  of 1,047,582 

removed  by  the  United  States  Engineer  Department  from  Dog  River  Bar  Channel. 

Up  to  this  date  this  channel  has  remained  unchanged;  the  time  since 
its  comjiletion,  however,  has  been  very  short,  and  at  present  no  reliable 
opinion  can  be  formed  as  to  its  permanency.  From  observations  made 
so  far,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  for  a  number  of  years  no  dredging 
will  be  required  in  this  channel. 

As  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  an  appropriation  of  $26,000  was 
made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  and  the  project  of 
applying  this  appropriation  to  the  widening  of  Choctaw  Pass  Channel 
from  200  feet  to  300  feet  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  by 
letter  dated  April  28, 1875.  Under  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
dated  May  3, 1875,  advertisements  for  proposals  for  this  work  were  pub- 
lished, dated  May  7,  1875.  On  Juno  26, 1875,  five  bids  were  received 
and  forwarded ;  and  by  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  dated  July 
20,  1875,  the  contract  was  awarded  to  Mr.  S.  K  Kimball,  he  being  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder,  at  17  cents  per  cubic  yard.  By  the  terms  of 
this  contract  dredging  was  to  be  commenced  on  or  before  November  30, 

1875,  and  the  contract  completed  June  15, 1876. 

Apparently,  ample  time  was  specified  in  the  contract  for  completing 
the  work,  had  not  the  rise  in  the  river  and  consequent  increased  lateral 
current  at  Choctaw  Pass  compelled  me  to  repeatedly  suspend  the  work, 
to  prevent  the  channel  previously  dug  from  being  filled  up  by  the  sand 
stirred  up  by  the  working  of  the  dredge. 

Mr.  S.  iN".  Kimball,  the  contractor,  being  aware  that  under  the  circum- 
stances he  would  not  be  able  to  complete  his  contract  by  the  time  speci- 
fied, made  application  for  an  extension  of  his  contract  until  September 
15,1876. 

This  letter,  with  my  recommendation,  being  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  April  13,  1876,  the  application  was  approved,  and  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  his  contract  was  extended  to  September  15, 1876, 
by  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  dated  April  19, 1876.  Since  April 
work  has  been  steadily  carried  on,  and  it  is  now  expected  that  the  widen- 
ing of  Choctaw  Pass  Channel  to  300  feet  will  be  completed  in  August, 

1876.  Eighty-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  cubic  yards 
of  material  were  excavated  from  this  channel  during  the  year.  During 
last  winter's  freshets  a  number  of  sunken  logs  were  deposited  in  the 
channel ;  and,  before  they  could  be  removed,  caused  some  filling  in  near 
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its  northern  end,  considerably  increasing  the  amount  of  material  to  be 
removed.    The  estimate  for  the  completion  of  this  improvement : 


40,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  17  cents $6,801 

Due  on  contract 1,459 

Engineering  and  oflBce  expenses 1,500 

9,760 

The  funds  available  July  1, 1876,  are  deemed  sufficient  for  the  com- 
pletion of  tfie  improvement,  and  no  appropriation  is  asked  for. 

Mobile  Harbor  is  situated  in  the  collection-district  of  Mobile,  and  Mobile  is  the  port 
of  entry. 

The  following  statement  of  the  commerce  of  this  port  has  been  fnrnished  me  by  the 
collector : 

The  number  of  vessels  entered  daring  the  year  is  232,  with  a  tonnage  of  118,917; 
number  cleared  is  231,  with  a  tonnage  of  118,740.  The  total  value  of  exports  of  domes- 
tic produce  is  $15,156,224 ;  value  of  imports,  $1,611,020. 

Monejj  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 |71,437  39 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1S76 55, 171  56 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 16,265  >;3 


I   2. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  OF  CEDAR  KEYS.  FLORIDA. 

The  survey  of  this  harbor  was  made  in  1872,  and  by  act  of  Congress 
approved  June  10,  1872,  $7,500  were  appropriated  to  commence  the 
improvement. 

Proposals  for  dredging  under  this  appropriation  were  advertised  for, 
and  by  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  September  12, 1874, 
the  contract  was  awarded  to  Mr.  James  E.  Slaughter,  at  99  cents  per 
cubic  yard.  Dredging  was  commenced  in  May,  1876,  and  continued 
until  June  11, 1875,  when  the  appropriation  was  exhausted  after  exca- 
vating 6,691  cubic  yards  of  material  from  a  cut  60  feet  wide,  1,350  feet 
long,  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide,  commencing  at  the  12foot 
curve  outside  the  bar  and  extending  to  within  200  feet  of  the  bar-buoy. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875,  an  appropriation  of 
81,500  was  made  to  continue  the  improvement  of  this  harbar.  The 
project  of  expending  this  appropriation  in  completing  the  dredging  of  a 
channel  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low  tide,  through  the 
outer  bar,  having  been  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  proposals 
for  bids  were  published,  and  4  bids  received  and  forwarded  to  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  June  26, 1875.    (See  Eeport  for  1875,  vol.  2,  page  8.) 

By  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  dated  July  20, 1875,  the  con- 
tract was  awarded  to  Mr.  James  E.  Slaughter,  at  59J  cents  per  cubic 
yard.  On  July  26  the  contract  was  signed  and  executed  by  him,  and 
on  August  11, 1875,  dredging  was  resumed  and  continued*  until  the  3d 
of  December,  1675,  when  the  cut  through  the  outer  bar  100  feet  wide 
from  the  12-foot  curve  outside  to  the  12-foot  curve  inside  was  completed, 
and  the  appropriation  being  exhausted,  work  was  suspended. 

The  amount  of  material  excavated  under  this  contract  is  as  follows : 
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Cable  yardi. 

August,  1875 4,265 

September,  1875 4,234 

October,  1875 8,201 

November,  1875 6,251 

December,  1875 1,094 

Making  a  total  for  the  year 24,045 

AmoQDt  excavated  previoasly , 6,691 

Giving  a  total  of 30,736 

cubic  yards  excavated  from  the  channel  through  the  outer  bar. 

From  late  iDformation  received,  this  channel  has  retained  its  original 
depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low  tide ;  it  is,  however,  too  narrow  to  answer 
the  requirements  of  the  commerce  of  the  port,  and  should  the  appro- 
priation asked  for  be  made  by  Congress,  it  is  proposed  to  apply  the 
same — 

1st.  To  the  widening  of  the  channel  through  the  outer  bar  to  the 
width  of  200  feet. 

2d.  To  widening  and  deepening  the  channel  inside  Sea-Horse  Key. 

3d.  To  widening  and  deepening  the  channel  at  the  bend  between 
Depot  Key  and  Harbor  or  Grassy  Key. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  work $133,500 

Whole  amoant  appropriated  for  this  project 22, 500 

Appropriation  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 50, 000 

Money  staietnent 

Amount  available  Jul^'  1,  1875 % $15,343  62 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 15, 338  67 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 4  95 

Amount  appropriated  l»y  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  lor  completion  of  existing  project 101,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  enaing  June  30,  lb78.    50, 000  00 


I  3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHOCTAWHATCHEE   RIVER,  ALABAMA  AND  FLORIDA. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  fiscal  year  the  work  of  improving  this  river 
was  carried  on  under  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  of 
65,000  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  and  was  con- 
tinued until  September  15, 1875,  when,  for  want  of  further  funds,  opera- 
tions had  to  be  suspended.  The  work  was  mainly  confined  to  the  re- 
moval of  snags,  stumps,  and  overhanging  trees,  a  large  number  of  which 
were  pulled,  cut,  and  removed  from  the  river.  A  channel  about  3  feet 
<leep  at  low-water  has  been  attained  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to 
Buzzard  Bar,  about  15  miles  below  Geneva,  at  which  point  the  work 
had  to  be  suspended. 

A  wagon-road  around  this  bar  was,  however,  previously  cut  through 
the  woods  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  freight  at  that  point.  The  im- 
provement of  Buzzard  Bar,  the  dredging  of  loose  rock  and  gravel  from 
some  of  the  upper  shoals  and  bars,  the  removal  of  some  steamboat- 
wrecks,  and  the  snagging  and  clearing  of  15  miles  of  the  river  still  re- 
main to  be  done  before  light-draught  boats  can  ascend  to  Geneva  dur- 
ing low-water.  It  is  proposed  to  resume  work  on  this  river  as  soon  as 
an  appropriation  is  made  by  Congress. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  this  work  as  now  being  carried  on |34,3:)2 

Whole  amount  appropriated  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project 10,000 

An  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1S7«,  of ^^     25,000 
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Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $3,207  30 

Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 3, 012  37 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 2SA  93 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 19, 332  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878    20, 000  00 


I   4. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  APALACHICOLA  RIVER,  FLORIDA. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  was 
made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874. 

At  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year  the  snag-boat  Clara  Dunning 
was  engaged  on  the  improvement  of  Mocassin  Slough,  which  had  been 
partly  accomplished  during  that  year,  and  after  continuing  the  work 
through  the  months  of  July  and  August,  1875,  during  which  time  108 
snags  and  sunken  logs  were  pulled  out,  over  100  overha,nging  trees 
cut  and  removed,  and  1,831  cubic  yards  of  earth  excavated  to  straighten 
the  channel  at  the  junction  of  the  river  with  the  slough,  the  snag-boat 
was  moved  on  the  Chattahoochee  River,  and  work  on  the  Apalachicola 
suspended,  a  navigable  channel  for  boats  drawing  5  feet  having  been 
attained  from  its  mouth  to  the  junction  of  Chattahoochee  and  Flint 
rivers. 

During  the  last  freshet  a  large  raft  of  logs  lodged  near  the  junction 
of  Mocassin  Slough  and  Styx  River,  seriously  obstructing  navigation. 
In  the  month  of  June,  1876,  this  raft  was  removed,  and  at  the  close  of 
this  year  the  river  is  again  in  fair  navigable  condition.  A  considerable 
amount  of  work,  however,  remains  to  be  done  in  straightening  the 
channel  through  Mocassin  Slough  and  Styx  River  to  prevent  the  lodg- 
ing of  raft^  and  logs  in  future  in  the  short  bends  still  existing. 

It  is  contemplated  to  continue  the  improvement  of  this  river  during 
next  year  by  straightening  its  channel  through  Mocassin  Slough  and 
Styx  River. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  former  appropriations,  with  the  amount 
asked  for  next  fiscal  year,  is  deemed  suflflcient  to  complete  the  work, 
and  no  appropriation  is  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877 $10,000 

Original  estimated  cost  of  the  work  as  being  now  carried  on H),000 

The  whole  amount  appropriated  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project 20,000 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $13,225  61 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4,670  11 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 8,550  50 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  complbtion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 


Is. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHATTAHOOCHEE  AND  FLINT  RIVERS,  GEORGIA. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875,  $25,000  were  appropri- 
ated for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers,  making  the  amount  available 
fo;  the  continuation  of  the  work  during  the  year  $36,582.62. 
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CHATTAHOOCHEE  RIVER.' 

As  Stated  iu  my  last  annual  report,  work  on  this  river  had  to  be  sus- 
pended as  early  as  December,  1874,  on  account  of  a  hipfh  freshet,  and 
could  not  be  resumed  until  the  latter  part  of  August,  1875.  During  the 
freshet  a  few  land-slides  occurred,  interfering  seriously  with  navigation, 
and,  as  soon  as  the  stage  of  the  water  permitted,  snags  and  trees  carried 
in  the  channel  by  these  slides  were  removed,  and  the  improvement  of 
Wolfox  Bar,  commenced  during  the  previous  year,  was  resumed. 

A  careful  examination  of  this  bar,  after  the  freshets,  evinced  the 
facts  that  the  jetty  constructed  during  the  previous  year  had  in  some 
measure  produced  the  desired  effect  of  deepening  the  channel ;  it  had, 
however,  created  ^  considerable  abrasion  of  the  opposite  shore,  (Georgia 
side,)  and  a  tendency  to  form  a  new  shoal  below  the  bar  was  also  ob- 
served. 

To  prevent  thesft  injurious  efiFects  and  make  this  improvement  perma- 
nent, 380  feet  of  breakwater  were  constructed  along  the  Georgia  shore 
to  prevent  further  washing,  and  a  jetty  200  fe^t  long  was  thrown  out 
below  this  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a  new  shoal  at  that  point.  The 
jetty  above  the  bar,  on  Alabama  side  of  the  river,  was  then  extended 
235  feet  inshore  to  high-water  mark  to  prevent  the  river  from  washing 
behind  it  during  freshets.  Before  the  completion  of  the  latter  work 
(some  fiUing-in  with  rock  and  gravel  remaitiing  to  be  done)  a  sudden 
rise  in  the  ri  rer  compelled  a  suspension  of  further  operations  during  the 
season. 

This  freshet  continued  until  May,  1S7G,  during  which  month  the  water 
fell  sufficiently  to  justify  the  resumption  of  work  on  this  improvement. 
Necessary  repairs  to  the  snag-boat  were  at  once  made,  and  to  the  close 
of  the  year  this  boat  was  employed  in  removing  trees  and  snags  left  in 
the  channel  by  the  receding  waters. 

It  is  proposed  to  confine  operations  on  this  river  to  the  improvement 
of  bars  and  shoals  between  Eufaula,  Ala.,  and  Columbus,  Ga.,  during 
the  fiscal  year. 

FLIKT  RIVER. 

All  snags,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees  interfering  with  navigation 
on  this  river  from  its  mouth  to  Bainbridge,  Ga.,  were  removed  by  the 
snag-boat  during  the  year.  It  becoming  evident  that  it  was  impossible 
to  prosecute  the  work  on  the  many  rocky  bars  and  shoals  in  this  river 
with  the  snag-boat  during  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  two  light-draught 
flat-boats  have  been  constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  working- 
party,  which  will  be  fitted  out  with  necessary  blasting  and  hoisting  ap- 
paratus. 

It  is  proposed  to  prosecute  the  improvement  in  this  river,  by  blasting 
and  removing  rocks  from  the  channel  over  the  bars  and  shoals,  from  its 
month  to  Bainbridge,  Ga.,  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Appropriation  asked  for  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1873 $oO,  000 

OriKiDal  estimated  cost  of  tbe  work  as  now  being  carried  on 330, 000 

Wliole  amount  appropriated  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project 50, 000 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 f:)6,r>82  62 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 8, 979  56 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 27,603  06 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 260,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1H78.     flO,  000  00 
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I  6. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  BLACK  WARRIOR  AND  TOMBIGBEE  RIVERS,  ALABAMA. 

Under  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  made  by  act  of  Oongress'approved 
March  3, 1875,  aod  in  accordance  with  the  project  submitted  by  me  for 
the  prosecution  of  this  improvement  of  these  rivers,  and  approved  by 
the  Chief  of  Engineers,  the  work  was  commenced  during  July,  1875. 

On  account  of  the  difficulty  encountered  in  obtaining  necessary  ma- 
terials, the  construction  of  the  boats  required  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  was  considerably  delayed.  A  small  force  was,  however,  employed 
at  Tuscaloosa  Landing  blasting  and  removing  rocks  and  constructing 
dams  for  the  removal  of  some  sand-bars  above  and  below  the  landing. 
In  the  middle  of  August  the  first  flat-boat  and  tender  were  completed, 
and  work  at  Eagle  Bar,  below  Tuscaloosa,  was  commenced.  Three 
more  flat-boats,  with  tenders,  were  built  successively,  and  put  on  the 
work  as  fast  as  they  could  be  equipped  and  manned,  and  by  October  4 
a  full  force  of  100  men  were  employed.  Three  of  these  boats,  with  their 
tenders,  were  engaged  on  the  bars  and  shoals  in  constructing  the  works 
required  for  their  improvement,  while  the  fourth,  which  had  been  fitted 
up  as  a  snag-boat,  was  pushing  its  way  down  the  river,  removing  snags, 
sunken  logs,  and  overhanging  trees  as  it  advanced. 

During  the  months  of  September  and  October,  sickness  prevailed  to 
such  extent  among  the  men  that  one-fourth  to  one-third  of  them  were 
constantly  on  the  sick-list,  and  in  November,  when  the  whole  force  was 
in  good  working-condition,  winter  rains  began  to  set  in,  and  by  the  26th 
of  that  month  the  river  had  risen  to  such  a  height  that  work  had  to  be 
suspended,  the  men  discharged,  and  the  boats  laid  up  in  a  safe  place  for 
the  winter,  thus  reducing  the  season's  work  (which  is  generally  estimated 
at  six)  to  less  than  three  months'  full  work. 

On  rivers  like  the  Black  Warrior  and  Tombigbee,  whose  bottom  and 
shores  are  principally  formed  of  materials  easily  moved  by  the  current, 
shoals  and  bars  are  usually  found  where  the  river,  by  the  washing  of 
its  shores,  has  attained  an  unusual  width,  or  in  some  instances  where  an 
accumulation  of  sunken  logs  interferes  with  the  free  flow  of  the  water. 

The  general  plan  adopted  in  this  improvement  was,  1st,  the  removal 
of  all  snags  and  sunken  logs ;  2d,  the  construction  of  jetties  and  paral- 
lels to  contract  the  width  of  the  river,  and,  3d,  in  protecting  the  shores, 
where  necessary  to  prevent  futher  abrasion.  The  removal  of  snags  and 
sunken  logs  was  accomplished  by  the  snag-boat,  which,  however,  has 
proved  too  light  for  the  heavy  strains  to  which  she  had  to  be  subjected, 
and  a  stronger  boat  is  being  built  for  next  season's  work.  Jetties  and 
other  works  were  constructed  with  the  forces  on  the  three  other  boats 
and  their  tenders,  which  latter  were  supplied  with  small  pile-drivers. 

The  method  selected  for  building  jetties  and  parallels  was  to  drive 
piles  4  feet  apart,  in  two  rows,  with  3  feet  space  between  them ;  to  fill  in 
this  space  with  closely- packed  brush  to  4  to  6  feet  above  low-water;  to 
cap  the  piles  crosswise  to  keep  them  from  spreading;  to  cover  the  whole 
structure  with  earth  and  gravel,  which  were  allowed  to  form  their  own 
slopes  on  either  side.  The  earth  penetrated  and  filled  the  interstices 
between  the  brush,  so  that  the  jetties  acquired  great  strength  in  resist- 
ing the  action  of  the  water.  During  last  winter's  heavy  freshet  they 
not  only  remained  intact,  but  were  strengthened  by  large  accumulations 
of  sand  and  gravel,  and  have  in  most  instances  already  produced  the 
desired  effect  of  deepening  the  channel.  Where  the  action  of  the  jet- 
ties had  a  tendency  to  undermine  the  opposite  shore,  a  single  row  of 
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piles  was  driven  parallel  with  that  shore  and  well  wattled  with  cane ; 
this  simple  stracture  has  been  found  to  fulfill  its  purpose  admirably. 

As  soon  as  the  river  has  fallen  to  low- water  mark,  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  works  and  their  effect  on  the  regimen  of  the 
river  will  be  made,  to  serve  as  a  guide  in  planning  future  improvements 
on  these  rivers. 

During  the  mouth  of  June,  1876,  all  the  boats  engaged  on  this  im- 
provement have  been  put  in  thorough  repair;  a  new  snag-boat  has  been 
built ;  and  should  the  river,  as  is  expected,  reach  its  low- water  stage, 
a  full  force,  with  all  necessary  outfit,  will  begin  operations  during  the 
latter  part  of  this  month,  or  by  July  1,  1876. 

I  append  herewith  a  summary  of  amount  and  kind  of  work  done  on 
the  different  bars  and  shoals  during  the  past  fiscal  year : 


Name  of  bar. 

Jetties. 

Shore- 
lining. 

Dams. 

Book. 

QraveL    Snags. 

Tnncalnoffa Landini^. ....,.......r..r-.-r,.  . -r- 

Feet. 
250 
318 
91 
638 
125 
355 

Feet, 

Feet 

Tarde. 
350 

Yards. 
600 
710 

Number. 
8 

Eagie  Bar 

8 

Little  Loir  Shoals 

106 
180 
140 

25 

Tressera  Bar 



3,000 
75 

5 

Kinf^>  M'^nntain  Bar .  r  -  t - 

107 

OnnninifhaDi'fi  Bar     i.. .................... ......... 

Collier  Foster's  Shoal w 

19 

BaW  Bar 

110 
150 
113 
513 

60 
198 
850 
378 
100 
225 

70 
175 
332 
182 

450 

95 
170 

810 

93 

Big  Sandy  Bar 

48 

Vancleve's  Shoal 

9 

MoCown's  Bar 



16 

MadBar 

135 

37 

4 

Wild  Horse 

5 

Beale's  Bar  and  Reef 

11 

76" 

8 

Bnzzard  Bar 

275 

31 

Grflv'fl  Bar         

17 

!Kil(Iiii's  lit  «'t  ....................................... 

260 

21 

Lily  Wreck  Bar 

Izzard  Shoal 

•20C 

Mike's  Bar 

3 

Drop  Oat  Bar 



Total 

4.533 

791 

1.228 

361 

4  708            41"^ 

In  regard  to  the  statistics  of  the  trade  on  these  rivers,  I  am  only  able 
to  give  the  number  of  bales  of  cotton  shipped  to  Mobile  since  September 
15, 1875:  Black  Warrior,  30,560;  and  Tombigbee,  51,786. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  work  on  the  improvement  of  these  rivers 
during  next  fiscal  year. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  the  work  as  now  being  carried  on  for  Black 

Warrior - $151,103  00 

Tombigbee  River,  (see  report  1870-71) 21,500  00 

172,603  00 
Whole  amount  appropriated  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project....  25, 000  00 
Amount  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 100,000  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $25,000  00 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 19, 881  92 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 , 5,118  08 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 1 15, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 132, 603  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  100, 000  00 
32  B 
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I  7. 

EXAMINATION  AND  SURVEY  OF  THE  ALABAMA  RIVER,  FROM  WETUMPKA 

TO  ITS  MOUTH. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Mobile^  Ala.^  March  8, 1876. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  examinatioD  and  sar- 
vey  of  the  Alabama  Kiver,  from  Wetumpka  to  its  mouth,  provided  for 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875,  and  assigned  to  my  charge 
by  letter  from  your  office,  has  been  very  much  delayed  by  high-water 
in  the  river,  which  prevented  an  early  commencement  of  the  work,  and 
retarded  its  progress  at  various  times  afterward,  by  sickness  of  the 
parties  employed,  from  malarious  influences ;  and  by  the  severe  indis- 
position of  Mr.  Yuille,  assistant  engineer  in  immediate  charge  of  the 
work  since  the  completion  of  the  field-work,  brought  on  by  his  labors  in 
connection  with  it. 

The  report  and  estimates,  in  their  present  condition,  are  forwarded 
now,  rather  than  delay  longer  for  a  more  perfect  presentation  of  the 
subject. 

The  examination  has  resulted  in  showing  the  Alabama  River  to  be  in 
need  of  and  susceptible  of  great  improvement  by  a  moderate  expendi- 
ture. 

Two  estimates  are  submitted : 

1.  For  obtaining  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  low-water, 
at  a  total  cost  of  $229,741. 

2,  For  obtaining  a  channel  160  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  low-water, 
at  a  total  cost  of  $459,773.25. 

The  first  project  is  recommended  as  giving  all  that  is  needed  at  pres- 
ent, and  should  the  future  commerce  on  the  river  demand  a  greater 
depth,  as  is  very  probable,  the  money  expended  in  carrying  it  out  will 
be  judiciously  expended  for  executing  the  second  project. 

A  great  deal  of  difficulty  has  been  met  with  in  obtaining  full  com- 
mercial statistics,  but  such  as  can  be  will  be  forwarded  as'soon  as  they 
can  be  prepared. 

Complete  details  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Yuille,  accompany- 
ing this. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  Damrell, 
Captain  UngineerSj  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  tf.  8.  A. 

P.  S. — The  following  figures  have  been  furnished  me  since,  by  parties 
connected  with  the  commerce  on  this  river: 

Fifty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  bales  of  cotton  have 
been  received  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  from  the  Alabama  River  since  September 
1,  1875,  and  the  amount  of  up  and  down  freight  collected  during  the 
past  year  is  $140,000. 

As  at  the  opening  of  the  cotton  season  the  river  is  usually  at  a  low 
stage  of  water,  atid  boats  can  only  carry  small  loa<ls,  nearly  one-third 
of  the  cotton-crop  tributary  to  this  river  is  carried  by  railroad  to  the 
Atlantic  sea-ports,  and  it  is  to  be  reasonably  expected  that  by  the  pro- 
posed improvement  the  trade  of  this  river  will  increase  nearly  to  that 
extent. 

An  appropriation  of  $50,000  is  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1878.  ^  I 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  GAVIN  B.  YUILLE,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

/  Mobile,  March  1, 1876. 

Major  :  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  herewith  ray  report  on  the  examination  and 
partial  survey  of  the  Alabama  River  from  Wetumpka  to  its  mouth. 

In  obedience  to  your  letter  of  instruction,  dated  July  27, 1875,  I  left  the  city  of 
Mobile^oQ  the  same  day,  and  proceeded  by  the  usual  route  of  travel  to  Wetumpka, 
arriviug  there  on  the  moruiuj^  of  the  28th,  and  took  immediate  steps  to  i^ocure  a  suit-  • 
able  flat-boat,  and  arranee  for  necessary  fitting  of  same  for  the  service  required. 

In  furtherauce,  also,  of  the  work  in  view,  I  was  engaged  some  days  at  Montgomery 
in  making  tracings  of  United  States  township  maps,  embracing  the  Alabama  River, 
from  the  records  in  the  secretary  of  state's  office,  and  in  procuring  other  data  relating 
to  river  elevationb  above  tide-water,  at  points  crossed  by  railroad  surveys,  obtainable 
from  records  of  the  railroad  companies. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  the  river  at  Wetumpka  indicating  its  near  approach  to  the 
usual  low-water  stage,  and  the  fitting  of  the  boat  being  about  completea,  the  necessary 
party  for  the  work  were  engaged  and  organized.  While  engaged  on  some  examination 
of  the  river  at  Wetumpka,  work  was  intercepted  by  heavy  rains,  which,  extending  to 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Coosa  River,  caused  a  rise  of  9  feet,  delaying  the  start  down 
the  river  till  the  25th  of  August,  when  the  boat  was  cast  loose  with  a  rise  yet  in  the 
river  of  3  feet  above  usual  low-water. 

Admonished  by  the  already  rapid  inroad  of  lost  time  upon  the  possible  season  of  low- 
water  at  command,  it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  attempt  any  extended  surveys,  or 
even  a  partial  instrumental  survey,  of  all  the  probable  points  requiring  investigation. 
Taking  into  consideration,  also,  the  small  means  at  command  and  the  many  miles  of 
river  to  be  examined,  it  was  determined,  as  the  proper  plan,  to  secure  a  completed  gen- 
eral result  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  river,  rather  than  a  probable  incom- 
plete result  by  attempting  a  survey  of  every  point  offering  obstruction  to  navigation. 

In  conformity  to  this  plan,  instrumental  surveys  were  only  made  at  those  points  where, 
from  their  magnitude  or  departure  from  the  usual  character  of  other  obstructions,  a 
survey  seemed  necessary  to  properly  set  forth  the  nature  and  character  of  it.  In  con- 
ducting this  examination  there  was  soon  developed  a  similarity  in  the  characteristics 
of  many  of  the  bars  that  was  striking ;  so  that  a  careful  consideration  of  one  secured 
a  result  applicable  to  many.  Governed  by  these  considerations  of  plan  and  economy 
of  time  and  means,  the  examination  was  steadily  pushed  on  to  completion  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Alabama  River,  on  the  26th  of  October,  interrupted,  however,  by  sickness  of 
party,  and  delays  caused  by  the  occurrence  of  several  rises  of  the  rivt  r. 

This  completing  the  required  examination  of  the  Alabama  River,  the  boat  was 
moved  on  down  the  Mobile  Kiver  as  rapidly  as  adverse  winds  and  tides  would  admit, 
reaching  Mobile  on  the  30th  of  October,  when  the  party  was  discharged,  the  instruments 
and  other  property  properly  accounted  for,  and  I  reported  in  person  at  your  office  for 
further  duty. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  following  papers: 

1.  Index-map,  in  two  sheets,  Nos.  1  and  2,  scale  2  inches  to  the  mile,  compiled  from 
United  States  township  maps,  showing  the  entire  river  from  Wetumpka  to  its  mouth, 
with  the  relative  position  of  the  bars,  shoals,  reefs,  &c.,  and  the  situation  of  impor> 
tant  towns  and  places  of  trade  upon  and  a^acent  to  the  river,  with  their  railroad 
connections. 

2.  Maps  of  surveys,  in  eight  sheets,  marked  A  to  H  inclusive,  scale  200  feet  to  the 
inch,  or  ?^,  showing  some  of  the  more  important  obstructions  to  navigation. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  the  examination  not  justifying  any  extended  surveys,. 
Tas  heretofore  stated,)  every  effort  was  made  to  collect  whatever  data  was  available 
trom  railroad  surveys  and  other  sources,  that  had  a  bearing  upon  the  object  to  be 
attained,  so  as  to  arrive  at  just  conclusions  regarding  the  inclination  of  river-bed,  vol> 
ume  of  discharge  at  minimum  stage,  and  oscillation  in  times  of  flood,  upon  which  to 
base  a  correct  opinion  as  to  the  proper  treatment  for  the  removal  of  and  the  remedy 
for  the  obstructions  to  navigation  found,  ^aving  in  view,  first,  what  may  be  termed 
a  restoration  of  the  normal  capacity  of  the  river ;  second,  to  determine  the  possible 
maximum  capacity  of  same  under  a  more  extended  improvement,  with  the  conditions 
of  volume,  inclination  of  river-bed,  and  probable  character  of  necessary  excavations, 
as  elements  of  the  question. 

EXAMINATION  AND  SURVEY. 

The  results  of  the  examination  may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows :  Commencing  at 
Wetumpka,  which  is  situated  at  the  head  of  an  open  reach  of  navigable  water  on  the 
Coosa  River  and  at  the  foot  of  the  last  of  a  series  of  rapids  that  obstruct  the  upper 
portion  of  that  river,  with  a  width  here  of  400  feet,  between  fixed  and  stable  bauKS, 
partlv  formed  of  gneiss  rock,  through  which  the  river  has  made  its  way,  it  assumes  a 
lake-like  appearance,  maintaining  a  uniform  width,  with  a  very  moderate  current,  and 
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depth  of  not  less  than  6  feet,  till  the  mouth  of  the  Tallapoosa  River  is  reached,  the 
jaxiction  of  which  with  the  Coosa  forms  the  Alabama  River  proper. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Tallapoosa  we  come  upon  the  first  serious  obstacle  to  navigation, 
caused  by  an  extensive  deposit  of  coarse  gravel  in  the  channel  of  the  united  rivers, 
brought  down  the  former  in  times  of  flood,  filling  up  the  bed  and  causing  a  widening 
of  the  main  river,  with  a  consequent  dispersion  of  the  water  into  several  shifting 
channels,  through  which  only  about  2  feet  depth  is  found  at  low -water  stage.  The 
filling  op  of  the  main  river,  acting  as  a  dam,  has  caused  a  great  increase  of  the  natural 
inclination  of  the  river-bed  below,  and  the  formation  of  slack- water  pools  in  each  above 
the  obstruction.  The  formation  of  this  dam  or  bar  in  the  main  river  is  evidently  the 
result  of  the  very  square  entrance  of  the  Tallapoosa  into  the  Coosa,  with  the  heavy 
character  of  deposit  brought  down  the  former  and  discharged  into  the  channel  of  the 
latter,  together  with  the  very  unstable  nature  of  the  adjacent  river-banks,  allowing  an 
undue  widening  to  take  place  with  the  ever- varying  conditions  of  each  river  in  flood 
and  low- water. 

This  disturbance  of  the  otherwise  favorable  condition  of  the  river  continues  for 
abont  3  miles,  when  the  normal  character  of  the  river  is  again  fuund,  with  an  increase 
of  width  to  500  feet  since  the  accession  of  the  Tallapoosa,  and  with  a  depth  of  from 
6  to  15  feet  in  all  open  reaches  of  the  river. 

We  now  enter  upon  a  portion  of  the  river  that  is  very  uniform  in  its  characteristics, 
in  the  character  of  the  banks,  width  and  depth ;  also  in  the  great  similarity  and  nature 
of  the  obstructions  found,;  this  similarity  continues  so  long  as  the  river  is  bounded  oue 
eide  or  the  other  by  high'and  solid  bluffs. 

It  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  description  of  the  successive  ob- 
structions found ;  a  general  illustration  of  the  governing  characteristics  will  be  more 
useful. 

The  banks  generally  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  are  of  a  solid  and  firm  nature, 
and  in  no  case  was  there  found  any  extensive  caving  or  falling  in.  In  a  very  large 
proportion  the  banks  npon  one  side  of  the  river  or  the  other  are  composed  of  a  compact 
soft  rock  or  marl,  usually  called  rotten  limestone ;  a  material  that  offers  an  effective 
barrier  against  the  erodii^g  action  of  the  river,  and  which  often  contain  ledges  of  a 
harder  material,  fit  in  many  places  for  building-stone;  the  bluffs  also  contain  large 
quantities  of  nodules  or  concretions  of  a  hard  and  solid  character,  that  fall  from  the 
face  of  bluff  and  collect  at  the  edge  of  low-water,  that  would  make  suitable  mate- 
rial for  filling  cribs  of  dams  and  jetties,  eatily  gathered  by  boat  at  low -water. 

This  general  character  of  the  river,  however,  is  only  applicable  to  those  parts  that 
arc  frc'o  from  islands,  bars,  and  shoals,  of  which  there  are  great  numbers,  as  shown 
upon  the  index-map.  Tb^^o  oV^tniciitui^  iii.i\  iw  >Mitl  lo  liave  resnlted  from  the  failure 
in  resistance  offered  to  the  actioii  >,  ;..  iv  m  by  >>  •  ■•  t,,i-  i;.ui  ,»{'  the  banks,  allow- 
ing an  increase  of.widthin  the  flood-stage,  and  the  consequent  lilliug  by  timber,  gra\  el, 
and  sand  in  the  unduly- widened  river-bed  during  the  subsidence  offlood.  This  action 
has  in  the  course  of  time  divided  the  channel,  forming  islands  and  bars  with  those  in  a 
less  advanced  state,  constituting  the  present  shoals. 

The  foregoing  description  of  character  of  river  applies  to  that  portion  commencing 
Dear  the  mouth  of  Tallapoosa  River,  and  extends  to  a  point  between  Claiborne  and 
Oainstown,  where  the  high  bluffs  come  to  an  end.  The  width  of  the  river  in  this  por- 
tion ranges  from  500  to  600  feet,  and  wherever  that  width  is  exceeded  will  b"  found 
the  bars  and  shoals.  In  the  open  reaches  ofriver  ample  water  is  always  found  ranging 
from  8  to  15  feet,  and  often  much  deeper.  At  none  of  the  bars  or  shoals  was  there 
found  any  excessive  current,  and  in  the  open  reaches  the  current  did  not  exceed  f  or  1^ 
miles  per  hour. 

In  this  really  beautiful  portion  of  the  river  its  usefulness  is  marred  by  many  bars, 
shoals,  and  reefs,  and  collections  of  logs,  at  many  of  which  points  the  low- water  depth 
is  reduced  3^,  and  oven  2|  feet. 

We  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  river  between  Gainstown  and  the  mouth,  where  the 
width  has  increased  to  600  and  800  feet,  the  depth  ranging  from  10  to  12  feet  in  the 
fair  reaches,  and  upon  the  shoals  as  low  as  3  feet  was  found  for  low-water. 

From  near  this  point,  where  the  high  bluffs  terminate,  the  river-banks  are  mostly 
overflowed  in  high-water,  and  are  more  subject  to  erosion  by  the  river;  a  much  wider 
scope  of  the  valley  of  river  is  overflowed,  and  we  find  a  sudden  falling-ofl'  of  the 
oscillation. 

One  of  the  most  damaging  obstructions  of  the  lower  river  is  what  Is  known  as  the 
"  Cut-off,"  abont  16  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Alabama  River,  where  the  waters  of  the 
latter  have  of  late  years  made  an  outlet  through  to  the  Tombigbee  River,  of  such 
magnitude  as  to  seriously  impair  the  volume  of  water  passing  down  the  Alabama. 

As  the  Cut-off*  serves  no  useful  purpose,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  likely  at  no  distant 
day  to  so  lessen  the  volume  of  the  main  river  that  its  usefulness  will  be  entirely  de- 
stroyed b^  filling  up,  a  result  that  has  already  taken  place  at  the  head  of  the  Cut-off 
in  the  main  channel,  causing  a  shoal  of  scant  4  feet  at  low- water,  requiring  the  loaded 
steamers,  either  passing  up  or  down  the  river,  to  use  the  Cut-off,  thus  leaving  the  main 
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river,  upon  which  is  sitaated  all  the  landings,  without  reliable  service  daring;  the  season 
of  low-water. 

The  river  below  the  Cut-oflf  to  the  month  is  as  yet  In  good  condition,  requiring  only 
the  removal  of  logs  and  timber;  ample  water  found  from  the  Cut-off  to  the  mouth. 

Owing  to  the  unfavorable  condition  of  the  river  at  the  commencement  of  the  exam- 
inatioo,  no  estimate  of  the  volume  of  discharge  could  be  made  at  a  point  above  Mont- 
gomery, which  was  deemed  essential  to  a  determinate  solution  of  the  problem  of  max- 
im am  capacity  of  channel  practicable.  A  measurement  was  made,  however,  below 
Montgomery,  or  as  soon  as  the  river  was  found  in  a  favorable  condition ;  these  meas- 
nrements  were  made  when  the  river  was  reported  to  be  about  I  foot  above  ordinary 
low  water;  they  are  submitted  as  approximate  only.  The  first  was  taken  at  a  point 
just  below  Newport  Bar,  and  gives  3,711  cubic  foot  per  second,  with  mean  velocity  of  2 
feet  per  second ;  the  second  was  taken  at  Wood's  Upper  Landing,  20  miles  lower  down, 
and  .gave  3,734  cubic  feet  per  second,  with  meau  velocity  of  1.57  feet  per  second. 

To  determine  inclination  of  river-surface  at  low  water,  use  was  made  of  data  from 
railroad-survey  levels,  and  measurements  of  surface- velocities  of  the  river  at  variona 
points. 

The  oscillation  was  determined  from  actual  note  of  the  high  water  marks  from  relia- 
ble sources,  and  all  are  made  from  the  well-established  high  water  of  the  spring  of 

The  following  statement  is  therefore  submitted,  with  confidence  that  it  approximates 
the  truth: 

Statement  of  tide-water  elevationSf  oscillationa,  and  estimate  of  volume  ofdiecharge  at  various 

pointe  on  the  Alabama  River, 


Name  of  locality. 


Wetampka 

Soatb  and  North  Alabama  Rail- 
roail  briilfre, 

Montzoraerv 

New  Port  Bar,  (^  miles  below) 

Wood's  Upper  Lauding 

TVestorn  Rallroatl  bridge 

Selma 

Claiborne 

G-aittstown 

Davis's  Landing 

Cut-oflf 

Mouth  of  A  labama  River 

Seymore's  Bluff 

Mobile 


II 
1 


MUet. 
Ml 
344 

338 
310 
391 
2641 
25«i 
IIH 
95^ 

m 

44i 

31 
00 
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Feet 
117.00 
105.00 

103.40 


13.00 


0.00 


o 


Feet 
58.32 
Si.  50 

53.30 


55.00 
53.00 
42.00 
28.00 
23.00 
21.90 
30.00 
1«.25 
LOO 


22 


111 


Remarks. 


Cub.  ft 


3.711 
3,T34 


River  400  feet  wide  at  low  water. 


Approximate  only. 
Do. 


End  of  high  bluflb  on  river, 
lioth  banks  mostly  overflowed  daring 
high  water  from  this  point  south. 
Osoillation  and  elevation  estimated. 


From  the  above  statement  the  average  rate  of  inclination  of  the  river  from  the  Cut- 
off to  Montf^omery  is  0.328  feet,  or  about  4  inches  per  mile  ;  from  Montgomery  to  We- 
tumpka,  0.469  feet,  or  5f  inches  per  mile. 

At  the  most  rapid  part  of  the  Tallapoosa  Shoal  the  mean  velocity  was  determined 
by  measurement  at  4.56  feet  per  second,  or  3-iV  miles  per  honr,  which  extended  about 
one-quarter  of  a  mile  in  distance  at  that  rate.  At  no  other  point  on  the  river  was 
there  found  such  an  exceptional  mean  velocity ;  therefore,  without  burdening  this 
report  with  more  data  for  determining  the  exact  capacity  of  the  river,  we  may  safely 
proceed  to  consider  plans  and  e.stimaU)b  of  cost,  being  fully  satisfied  that  there  will  bo 
abundant  volume  of  water  to  carry  out  any  scale  of  improvements  contemplated  or 
the  requirements  of  probable  commerce  on  the  river  may  call  for. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

By  map-measurement  the  total  length  of  river  examined  is  322  miles,  upon  which 
were  found  116  bars,  shoals,  and  reefs  that  offered  more  or  less  impediment  to  free 
navigation  at  ordinary  low-water  stage  of  river.  In  prosecuting  this  examination 
there  was  soon  developed  a  remarkable  similarity  in  the  character  and  nature  of  the 
obstructions,  determining,  in  the  mind  of  the  observer,  a  common  method  for  their 
remedy.  In  all  cases  where  a  bar  or  shoal  was  found  there  was  an  increased  width  of 
river,  and  where  the  shoal  became  elevated  into  an  island  and  divided  the  channel 
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into  two  chutes,  thas  Darrowin^  the  river,  one  or  both  chutes  would  be  found  with 
deep  water  as  far  as  the  bar  or  island  extended.  At  the  head  of  the  island,  where  the 
channel  was  yet  wide,  would  be  found  the  compact  gravel-shoal,  with  shallow  water; 
then,  at  the  foot  of  the  island  or  bar,  where  the  river  also  was  yet  too  wide,  we  would 
find  the  soft,  shifting  sand-deposit  and  shallow  water. 

The  remedy  in  this  case  is  evidently  to  confine  and  narrow  the  river,  to  extend  the 
forming  of  the  island  by  dam  and  jetty,  and  then  narrow  the  channel. 

Where  the  river  has  solid  and  secure  banks,  which  is  the  case  on  the  greater  part  of 
the  rivef,  either  of  one  side  or  the  other,  then  the  channel  should  be  thrown  upon  the 
side  so  secured;  for  it  was  invariably  found  that  where  the  channel  was  so  situated 
there  was  ample  and  deep  water  all  along  the  bluff. 

Some  few  cases  were  found  where  the  channel  had  been  thrown  away  from  the  solid 
hluff  to  the  opposite  side,  and  it  rarely  happens  that  the  river  has  a  bluff  on  each  near 
enough  to  form  channel- width.  The  proper  course  in  this  case  would  be  to  secure  the 
channel  against  the  solid  bluff,  even  at  a  greater  cost,  from  the  certainty  of  making  it 
secure  against  change  in  the  future. 

In  but  few  cases  were  rocky  reefs  found,  and  these  were  mostly  of  the  soft  rock  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  bluffs,  and  in  detached  masses.  No  reef  of  rock  was  found  that 
■seemed  to  off^  any  obstruction  to  uniform  flow  of  the  river. 

In  the  lower  part  of  river,  below  Gainstown,  where  the  banks  are  of  more  unstable 
nature,  the  improvement  of  the  river  will  require  the  use  of  means  to  secure  the  banks 
from  washing,  in  order  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  channel. 

The  entire  river  is  much  obstructed  by  snags  and  logs  that  are  bedded  in  the  main 
-channel  and  chutes,  the  removal  of  which  is,  in  many  cases,  all  that  is  necessary*  at 
6ome  of  the  bars  and  shoals.  In  other  cases,  the  removal  of  the  bedded  logs  and  tim- 
ber from  the  channel  will  allow  the  current  to  act  on  the  sand,  and  thus  deepen  the 
channel  all  that  is  necessary. 

The  impossibility  of  any  enumeration  of  the  logs,  snags,  and  timber  nooessaiy  to  be 
removed,  renders  any  absolute  estimate  of  this  item  impossible.  All  that  is  offered  as 
an  estimate  is  a  statement  of  number  of  logs  distributed  among  the  points  requiring 
improvement  in  a  ratio  that  is  judged  fair  and  in  keeping  with  the  observed  evidences 
of  such  obstructions  in  that  portion  of  the  river. 

ESTIMATE  OP  COST. 

In  regard  to  plan  of  structures  necessary  in  the  proposed  improvement,  the  details 
must  necessarily  be  determined  for  each  case  by  the  engineer  when  the  work  is  to  be 
executed ;  but  the  use  of  crib-dams  and  jetties  are  here  estimated  for  upon  the  upper 
portion  of  the  river,  to  be  filled  with  gravel  and  protected  by  coverings  of  heavy 
masses  of  stone,  and  at  the  exposed  ends  of  jetties  and  exposed  points  along  banks  to 
use  brush  and  stone  protection. 

For  the  lower  river  piling  will  be  more  suitable,  using  piling  also  for  bank-protec- 
tion, with  brush  and  stone. 

Timber  of  good  quality  can  be  obtained  at  all  points  on  the  river ;  also  suitable 
stone  for  the  purpose  from  the  river-bluffs  at  all  points  from  Wetumpka  to  Gainstown. 

The  prices  used  in  this  estimate  are  as  follows : 

For  the  removal  of  logs  and  snags,  $10  each. 

For  square  timber  of  oak  or  pine,  $20  per  thousand,  board-measure. 

Gravel  excavation  and  filling,  each,  50  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Soft  rock  or  msa\  excavation,  75  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

Solid-rock  excavation,  $2  per  cubic  yard. 

Brush  and  stone  protection,  $2.50  per  cubic  yard. 

In  submitting  estimate  of  cost  two  grades  of  improvement  are  proposed  :  the  first 
for  a  channel  of  4  feet  depth  and  200  j^et  minimum  width ;  the  second  of  6  feet  depth 
and  150  feet  minimum  width. 

The  first  plan  contemplates  such  depth  as  may  be  easily  secured,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  work  may  be  made  to  lead  in  the  direction  of  a  more  thorough  improvement 
in  the  future. 

The  second  plan  contemplates  a  work  of  improvement  that  will  at  once  secure  an 
approximation  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  river  at  low- water  stage. 

The  4-foot  channel,  it  is  believed,  will  serve  tbe  present  requirements  of  the  class  of 
steamboats  used  on  the  river,  and  the  execution  of  this  work  would  be  the  first  step 
toward  a  more  perfect  work,  looking  to  the  future  development  of  the  full  capacity  ot 
river,  when  the  increased  commerce  and  growth  of  new  interests  shall  require  it. 

As  river-improvements  of  this  character  are  always  in  a  measure  experimental, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  in  a  case  like  this  the  full  result  may  be  obtained 
in  some  places  in  the  effort  to  secure  only  the  partial ;  I  therefore  think  it  but  the  ex- 
ercise of  proper  prudence  to  recommend  the  application  of  means  under  the  first  grade 
of  improvement. 
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Tbe  amoont  appropriated  for  the  examination  not  contemplating  an  instrnmental 
survey  of  tbe  obstmctions  found  upon  tbe  river,  it  will  be  necessary,  in  many  cases,  to 
bave  a  survey  made  before  determming  a  plan  of  improvement. 

Therefore  to  tbe  foregoing  total  cost  must  be  added  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover 
tbis  item,  also  an  amount  to  provide  for  tbe  removal  of  logs  and  trees  obstructing  tbe 
sides  and  lodged  in  tbe  bottom  of  tbe  river  in  tbe  long  reaches  of  open  water  not  cov- 
ered in  tbe  tabular  estimate. 

Tbe  total  estimate  will  then  stand  as  follows: 

For  channel  of  A  feet  hy  200  feet. 

Total  cost  from  tabular  estimate $204,310  00 

Additional  logs  to  remove,  500,  at  $10 5,000  00 

Superintendence,  snrvey,  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 20, 431  00 

«29,741  00 
For  channel  of  6  feet  by  160 /eet 

Total  cost  from  tabular  estimate $395,455  00 

Additional  logs  to  remove, 500,  at  $10 5,000  00 

Superintendence,  surveys,  and  contingencies,  15  per  cent 59, 318  25 

Total 459.773  25 

Tbe  Alabama  River  is  crossed  by  two  railroad-bridges,  neither  of  which  offers  any 
obstruction  to  the  passage  of  steamboats,  so  far  as  learned.  The  first  one  noted,  that 
of  tbe  South  and  North  Alabama  Railroad,  crosses  the  river  at  a  point  6  miles  above 
Montgomery,  is  a  combined  wood  and  iron  trussed  bridge,  supported  on  brick  piers, 
with  openings  on  each  side  of  turn-table  pier  of  90  feet  at  low- water ;  elevation  of 
track  above  nigh -water  10  feet,  oscillation  of  river  at  this  point  53^  feet. 

The  coffer-dam  yet  remains  above  the  center  pier,  narrowing  tbe  actual  opening  to 
82  feet ;  this  is  dangerous  to  boats  passing  through  when  the  stage  of  water  covers 
tbe  pile-heads  from  sight,  rendering  the  passage  dangerous  to  that  extent. 

The  other  bridge,  that  of  tbe  Western  Railroad,  crosses  the  river  about  8  miles  above 
Selma,  on  an  iron  truss-bridge,  supported  upon  piers  of  wrought-irou  columns,  based  on 
masonry;  draw-openings  120  feet  between  masonry,  at  low-water;  elevation  of  track 
above  high-water,  9  feet ;  oscillation  of  river,  55  feet. 

Bfidge  located  on  a  long  straight  reach  of  river;  no  cause  of  obstruction  to  nav- 
igation. 

Owing  to  a  return  of  fever  contracted  wbile.upon  the  river  and  tbe  consequent  de- 
bility following,  I  was  obliged  to  suspend  office- work  about  the  Ist  of  December  last, 
which  was  not  resumed  till  the  1st  of  February,  since  which  period  the  pressure  of 
other  office-work  has  not  allowed  sufficient  time  to  mature  fully  any  statement  of  tbe 
commercial  interests  involved. 

The  present  commerce  on  the  river  is  much  restricted  during  tbe  low- water  season, 
tbe  smaller  class  of  steamboats  only  running,  they  finding  difficulty  in  making  their 
way  to  Montgomery,  and  seldom  going  as  high  up  as  Wetumpka  during  tbe  season  of 
low-water. 

Tbe  citizens  along  tbe  entire  river  manifest  much  interest  in  the  proposed  improve- 
ment, looking  forward  to  its  early  consummation  as  the  means  of  placing  tbe  entire 
river-section  of  the  State  upon  an  equal  footing  with  tbe  more  favored  portion  hav- 
ing railroad-connections.  With  an  improved  condition  of  the  river,  bringing  about  a 
more  efficient  steamboat-service,  the  discriminating  rates  of  freight  upon  tbe  river 
would  disappear,  and  products  of  the  rich  river-lands,  now  valueless  to  tbe  producer, 
would  become  profitable  under  tbe  cheapened  cost  of  transport  to  market. 

The  production  also  of  the  more  valuable  products  would  be  stimulated,  and  tbe 
tide  of  commerce  again  restored  to  the  natural  and  cheaper  water-lines  of  transpor- 
tation. 

I  be^  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  officers  of  steamboats  plying  upon  tbe  river 
for  tbeir  invariable  kindness  and  interest  manifested  in  forwarding  tbe  objects  of  the 
examination,  and  to  the  citizens  of  Wetumpka,  Montgomery,  and  Selma  for  tbeir  kind 
interest. 

To  Mr.  W.  H.  McCurdy,  who  was  engaged  as  pilot  for  the  examination,  I  am  in- 
debted for  minute  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  river  and  for  faithful  co-operation  in 
its  prosecution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Gavin  B.  Yuuxe, 
Aseistani  Engineer, 

Bvt  Mig.  A.  N.  Damrell, 

Captain  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A, 
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I  8. 

WATER-COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AND  ATLAN- 
TIC OCEAN,  ACROSS  THE  PENINSULA  OF  FLORIDA. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  OHIEP  OF  ENGINEERS, 

Washington^  D,  (7.,  April  3,  1876. 

8iR :  In  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March  3, 1875,  the  sum  of  $50,000 
was  appropriated  for  the  examinations  and  surveys  directed  to  be  made 
during  the  fiscal  year  at  the  forty-six  localities  designated  in  the  act. 
But  the  amount  appropriated  did  not  prove  to  be  sufficient  to  enable 
this  office  to  comply  with  so  much  of  the  act  as  required  surveys  and 
examinations  to  ascertain  the  practicability  and  cost  of  an  inland  water- 
communication  between  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  Atlantic,  along 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  across  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  which,  from 
their  extent,  would  have  necessarily  consumed  much  of  the  appropria- 
tion, to  the  exclusion  of  a  number  of  other  localities  requiring  exami- 
nation. To  supply  this  omission  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  copies 
of  parts  of  reports  heretofore  submitted  to  Congress  upon  the  results 
of  the  surveys  lor  a  canal  route  across  Florida,  made  in  compliance  with 
the  acts  of  March  3, 1826,  and  August  30,  1852,  together  with  copies  of 
reports  from  Captains  O.  W.  Howell  and  A.  N.  Damrell,  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, made  in  September,  1873,  in  reference  to  portions  of  the  route 
in  question.  These  last  reports  are  replies  to  instructions  from  this 
office,  based  upon  a  request  from  the  mayor  and  ch>imber  of  com- 
merce of  Savannah,  Ga.,  for  information  upon  the  subject.  I  also  trans- 
mit herewith  two  maps,  explanatory  of  the  routes  described  in  the  ab^ove 
reports. 

In  the  report  of  April,  1874,  from  the  Senate  Committee  on  Trans- 
portation-Routes to  the  Seaboard,  two  routes  are  pointed  out  as  natu- 
rally suggesting  themselves  for  moving  the  grain-trade  of  the  Missis- 
sippi from  New  Orleans  to  the  Atlantic,  along  the  Gulf  coast  and  across 
the  peninsula  of  Florida,  one  a  coast-line  tbrough  Lake  Pontchartrain  or 
Lake  Borgne,  and  thence,  by  means  of  short  canals  and  landlocked 
bodies  of  water,  along  the  Gulf  to  the  Florida  coast,  and  by  canal  to  the 
Atlantic ;  the  other  an  exterior  line,  along  which  steamers  and  their 
tows  passing  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  might  coast  along 
the  shores  of  the  Gulf  to  a  western  terminus  of  a  Florida  canal  at  either 
the  mouth  of  the  Suwannee  or  of  the  Withlacoochee  or  at  Tampa  Bay. 

Of  the  three  routes  to  which  public  attention  has  been  directed  for 
opening  a  channel  from  the  Mississippi  near  New  Orleans,  in  order  to 
pass  inland  to  Mobile,  that  of  Bayou  Manchac,  Amite  River,  and  Lake 
Maurepas  into  Lake  Pontchartrain,  or  from  near  Carrolltou  direct  to 
the  lake,  or  from  a  point  some  12  miles  below.  Nevr  Orleans  into  the  head 
of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Canal,  and  through  that  to  Lake  Borgne,  the  latter 
would  perhaps  be  the  most  economical.  With  the  exception  of  a  con- 
nection with  the  Mississippi,  where  a  lock  will  be  required,  tfiis  route 
already  affords,  it  is  said,  7  feet  of  water  at  all  times.  To  ascertain  the 
cost  of  deepening  this  to  9  feet,  the  depth  required  for  grain-barges,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  a  suitable  lock  at  the  Missis- 
sippi end  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Canal,  the  cost  of  extending  the  jetties 
at  the  lake  end  of  the  same  canal,  and  of  deepening  the  whole  canal  to 
that  depth,  the  cost  of  excavation  necessary  through  the  flats  between 
Lake  Borgne  and  Mississippi  Sound,  and  that  of  deepening  Grant's 
Pass. 

For  the  inland  water-route,  between  Mobile  and  Pensacola  Bays,  an 
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€xaii)iDatioQ  was  made  in  1833,  provided  for  by  act  of  Congress,  with 
the  view  of  forming  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  opening  a  navi- 
gation between  the  two  bays  to  boats  drawing  7J  feet.  The  route 
recommended  was  up  Bon  Secours  Bay  and  Eiver,  and  thence  by  a 
through-cut  to  Bear  Oreek  ;  thence  through  Bay  Lalande  into  Perdido 
Bay,  and  from  Perdido  Bay,  by  a  cut,  either  into  the  Great  Lagoon  or 
into  Bayou  Grande,  an  arm  of  Peusacola  Bay.  The  estimated  cost  at 
that  time  was  $1,000,000  lor  the  route  through  Great  Lagoon,  and 
$2,000,000  for  the  route  into  Bayou  Grande.  These  estimates  would 
probably  have  to  be  doubled  at  the  present  prices  to  secure  a  9-foot 
navigation. 

Passing  eastward  from  Pensacola  Bay,  the  route  would  follow  Santa 
Rosa  Sound ;  through  this  sound  into  Choctawhatchee  Bay  and  River, 
thence  through  Saint  Andrew's  Bay  into  Wetappe  Creek,  and  either  by 
€anal  into  Dead  Lake  and  Apalachicola  River  about  30  miles  from  its 
mouth,  or  through  Searey's  River  and  Lake  Wemico  to  near  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  about  5  miles  from  Apalachicola. 

The  length  of  this  continuous  line  of  bay,  river,  and  canal  naviga- 
tion is,  from  the  Mississippi  to  Grant's  Pass,  about  100  miles,  and 
from  Grant's  Pass  to  Apalachicola  River  about  200  miles;  21  miles 
of  which  last  distance  would  have  to  be  cut  through  a  comparatively 
flat,  sandy  country,  and  35  miles  would  require  to  be  widened  and  deep- 
ened to  afford  a  channel  of  9  feet.  It  has  been  roughly  estimated  that 
$7,000,000  might  probably  establish  the  route  between  Mobile  and  Apal- 
achicola. 

An  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1826,  directed  a  survey  to  ascertain 
the  most  eligible  route  across  Florida,  by  which  to  connect  the  Atlantic 
with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  a  oau\r\  for  the  transit  of  boats,  and  also  to 
ascertain  the  practicability  of  a  ship-canal.  Two  routes  were  directed 
by  the  act  to  be  examined,  one  from  Saint  Mary's  River  to  Apalachi- 
cola River  or  Bay ;  the  other  from  Saint  John's  River  to  Yassasousa 
Bay,  (mouth  of  Suwannee.) 

The  Saint  Mary's  route,  as  surveyed  in  compliance  with  this  act,  com- 
menced at  Bell  River,  five  miles  above  the  entrance  of  this  arm  of  the 
sea  into  Saint  Mary's  River,  and  thence  ascended  to  the  head  of  Alliga- 
tor Creek,  one  of  the  upper  branches  of  Saint  Mary's  River;  from  this 
point  it  ran  through  Okefenoke  Swamp,  crossed  in  succession  the  Upper 
Suwannee,  the  Alapaha,  and  the  Withlacoochee  Rivers,  the  latter  a  trib- 
utary of  the  Suwannee.  From  this  point  the  route  took  its  course  to 
the  Ausilla  River,  and  thence  descended  to  Saint  Mark  to  follow  after- 
ward the  general  direction  of  the  coast  to  Apalachicola  Bay. 

Respecting  this  route  the  survey  showed  that  on  account  of  the  ele- 
vation of  the  intervening  ground  between  the  mouth  of  Bell  River  and 
Alligator  Creek,  it  would  most  likely  become  indispensable  to  follow  the 
circuitous  course  of  the  river,  which  would  increase  the  distance  about 
36  miles. 

The  survey  shows  a  distance  of  42  miles  from  Bell  River  to  the  mouth 
of  Alligator  Creek,  whilst  th6  distance  measured  along  the  bank  of 
Saint  Mary's  River  is  about  78  miles. 

The  Okefenoke  Swamp,  extending  along  the  top  of  the  dividing  ridge, 
would  not,  it  was  said,  afford  any  natural  reservoir  of  consequence,  and 
45  miles  of  canal  summit-level  would  have  to  depend  entirely  on  water 
collected  in  artificial  reservoirs.  The  report  upon  the  survey  states  that 
the  nature  and  extent  of  this  swamp  give  reasonable  hope  that  by  a 
proper  system  of  drains  the  standing  water  in  the  marshes  may  be  made 
available,  by  collecting  it  in  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  the  summit 
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and  middle  sections  of  the  canal,  bat  the  exi>eDse  woakl  be  great.  From 
the  Suwannee  to  Saint  Mark,  the  canal  would  be  sufficiently  provided 
with  water  from  the  Suwannee  and  the  Ausilla ;  but  the  route  would 
have  to  wind  around  the  spur  on  which  Tallahassee  stands. 

The  distance  from  Bell  Eiver  to  Saint  Mark,  followiug  the  surveyed 
line,  is  183  miles ;  keeping  along  the  banks  of  the  Saint  Mary's  Eiver, 
up  to  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Creek,  it  would  be  219  miles.  Should  it 
be  desired  to  connect  the  Gulf  with  Saint  Mary's  River  at  the  head  of 
tide,  the  eastern  termination  of  the  canal  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of 
Barbour's  plantation,  (Trader's  Hill,)  and  the  length  of  canal  would  be 
reduced  about  28  miles.  The  elevation  of  the  summit  would  be  about 
150  feet  above  low-tide  in  the  Atlantic ;  the  whole  amount  of  ascent  and 
descent  300  feet,  or  supposing  the  summit-level  sunk  20  feet  below  the 
summit-ground,  260  feet. 

The  second  route  i>rovided  for  by  this  act  of  Congress,  to  connect 
Saint  John's  River  with  Vassasousa  Bay,  (Wacassassa  Bay,)  commences 
at  the  mouth  of  this  river  in  the  Atlantic,  and  terminates  at  the  mouth 
of  Suwannee  River  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  ascends  the  Saint  John's 
to  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek,  and  reaches,  at  Eingsley'sPond,  the  head 
of  this  tributary ;  hence  in  its  course  to  Sampson's  Pond  it  crosses  the 
Florida  Ridge,  and  then  descends  Santa  F6  River  to  its  junction  with 
the  Suwannee,  from  which  point  it  follows  the  Suwannee  down  to  its 
entrance  into  Vassasousa  Bay,  or  it  may  be  carried  from  some  point  of 
the  Suwannee,  before  reaching  the  Gulf,  to  Saint  Mark's  and  thence  to 
Apalachicola.  The  whole  route  from  tide-water  in  Black  (jireek  to  tide- 
water in  Saint  Mark's  River  will  be  about  168  miles ;  the  ascent  and 
descent  together,  224  feet.  Natural  reservoirs  can  be  relied  on  to  supply 
the  lockage  at  the  dividing  point,  while  it  was  thought  that  recourse 
must  be  had  to  filtration  from  the  ground  to  keep  the  trunk  of  the  sum- 
mit-level replenished. 

The  size  of  canal  contemplated  in  these  surveys  was  33  feet  at  bot- 
tom and  5  feet  deep,  with  locks  100  feet  long  by  14  feet  wide.  At  the 
present  time  first-class  Mississippi  grain-barges  require  a  depth  of  9 
feet.  They  are  about  220  feet  long  and  40  feet  beam,  and  would  require 
locks  of  at  least  250  feet  by  50  feet.  A  canal  suitable  for  the  transit  of 
such  boats  would  therefore  appear  from  this  report  to  be  impracticable 
along  the  two  routes  just  described,  for  want  ot  water. 

But  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Transportation- 
Routes  to  the  Seaboard,  (Senate  Doc.  Report  307,  43d  Congress,  Ist 
session,)  examination  of  Col.  P.  H.  Raiford,  page  775,  the  first  of  these 
two  routes — the  Saint  Mary's  route — is  differently  presented.  The 
canal-route  there  described  is  east  from  Saint  Mark's  forty  miles,  through 
marsh-land  to  Finnahaw  River;  thence  30  miles  to  the  point  of  inter- 
section with  the  Suwannee,  no  portion  of  which  would  require  a  deeper 
cut  than  10  to  16  feet  for  a  depth  sufficient  for  the  largest  boats  and 
barges  of  the  western  rivers.  Then  to  ascend  the  Suwannee  by  three  or 
four  slackwaterdams  about  60  miles  above  the  point  where  the  canal 
from  the  Finnahaw  would  reach  it,  to  a  point  thirty-odd  miles  from  the 
Saint  Mary's;  there  ascend  to  the  Okefenoke  Swamp  plateau  by  three 
locks;  cross  the  plateau  with  a  maximum  cut  of  25  feet  and  descend 
to  the  Saint  Mary's  by  four  locks.  The  supply  of  water  from  Okefe- 
noke Swamp  is  assumed  as  ample  for  all  purposes  of  a  canal. 

The  depth  of  cutting,  however,  here  estimated  through  the  summit  is 
much  less  than  would  accord  with  the  levels  of  the  survey  above  de-' 
scribed. 

In  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  30, 1852,  provision  was  made 
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for  the  completion  (revision)  of  this  old  line  of  survey,  or  a  new  line,  as 
might  be  deemed  expedient,  for  a  ship-canal  across  the  peninsula.  In 
compliance  with  this  act  the  survey  of  a  new  line  was  undertaken,  the 
extreme  points  of  which  were  the  headwaters  of  the  Saint  John's  and 
Tampa  Bay. 

The  route  surveyed  leaves  the  Saint  John's  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wee- 
kivah,  a  small  stream  four  miles  below  Lake  Monroe.  Following  the 
valley  of  this  stream  nearly  to  its  source,  as  direct  a  course  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  will  admit  of  is  thence  taken  to  the  low  depression  of 
sand-hills  in  the  summit-divide  of  the  interior;  from  thence  the  course 
is  direct  to  the  valley  of  the  Hillsborough,  which  it  follows  until  the 
proper  depth  of  water  in  that  stream  is  reached.  This  line  is  about  115 
miles  long.  The  size  of  canal  was  fixed  at  60  feet  wide  at  surface,  and 
6  feet  deep,  with  locks  110  feet  by  16  feet.  The  total  elevation  to  be 
overcome  from  the  headwaters  of  the  Saint  John's  to  the  summit  of  the 
canal  is  107  feet.  From  Hillsborough  Kiver  to  the  summit,  the  elevation 
is  119  feet.  Giving  the  locks  a  lift  of  8  feet  will  make  fourteen  locks 
between  Saint  John's  and  summit  and  fifteen  between  summit  and  Hills- 
borough, to  which  add  a  lock  at  each  terminus,  making,  in  all,  thirty- 
one  locks. 

The  supply  of  water  for  this  canal  is  derived  from  the  headwaters  of 
the  Ocklawaha  (Hawk  Creek)  and  of  the  Withlacoochee,  but  as  these 
streams  have  their  origin  in  several  large  sheets  of  water  south  of  the 
canal-line,  and  receive  their  supply  almost  entirely  from  them,  it  was 
propos^ed  to  make  these  lakes  tributary  to  the  canal.  They  are  about 
35  in  number,  vary  in  depth  from  10  to  45  feet,  and  have  an  aggre- 
gate area  of  about  15,000  acres.  They  may  be  connected  and  made 
tributary  to  a  canal  by  cuttings  of  an  aggregate  length  of  about  7 
miles.  In  addition  to  this,  there  are  extensive  swamps  and  marshes, 
usually  covered  for  eight  months  of  the  year  with  from  1  to  3  feet  of 
water,  which  can  be  connected  with  these  lakes,  the  whole  of  which,  it 
was  estimatjed  by  Lieut.  M.  L.  Smith,  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  survey,  would  make  an  area  of  198  square 
miles  that  could  be  made  tributary  to  the  summit-level  of  a  canal. 
Should  this  be  the  case,  there  would  appear  to  be  an  adequate  supply 
of  water  for  a  canal  of  even  greater  dimensions  than  that  then  pro- 
posed. 

Lieutenant  Smith  estimated  at  that  time  (1853)  the  cost  of  a  canal  of 
the  above  dimensions  between  the  Saint  John's  and  valley  of  the  Hills- 
borough, with  its  accessories,  at  $3,700,000. 

A  greater  depth  can  be  given  to  a  canal,  and  a  more  direct  course 
can  be  obtained,  by  following  the  valley  of  the  Ocklawaha  and  connect- 
ing with  the  lower  portion  of  the  Saint  John's.  In  this  case  the  sand- 
ridge  cut  by  the  summit  of  the  route  just  described  will  be  avoided, 
and  the  summit-level  could  be  reduced  some  18  or  20  feet.  There 
would  be  the  same  sources  of  supply  of  water,  with  the  addition  of 
other  lakes  near  the  head  of  the  Withlacoochee.  The  length  of  canal 
to  be  constnicted  would  be  increased  about  50  miles,  but  the  whole 
transit  across  the  peninsula  shortened  by  about  20  miles.  There  is 
believed  to  be  on  this  route  a  supply  of  water  suflBcient  for  a  canal  of 
the  depth  of  12  feet.  The  junction  with  the  Saint  John's  would  be  near 
Pilatka. 

From  the  foregoing  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  surveys  required  to  ascertain  the  most  advisable  location 
and  plan,  and  the  probable  cost  of  the  several  portions  of  the  routes 
in  question.    Should  Congress  see  fit  to  require  a  full  investigation  of 
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the  subject,  an  appropriation  of  at  least  $20,000  would  be  required  for 
the  purpose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brigadier- Oeneral  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  AiiPHONSO  Taft, 

Secretary  of  War. 


report  of  captain  o.  w.  howell,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Net€  Orleans^  La.,  September^  1873. 

General:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  Engineer 
Department  letter,  dated  OflBice  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  Washington, 
D.  C,  July  22,  1873, 1  have  the  honor  to  report  on  that  portion  of  an 
inland-water  route  (suitable  for  first-cla^s  grain-barges)  between  the 
Mississippi  Biver  and  the  Apalachicola  River,  lying  within  and  adjacent 
to  my  district  of  operations,  viz,  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  Mobile 
Bay. 

The  best  route  is  described  as  follows :  From  Few  Orleans  down  th© 
Mississippi  River,  about  12  miles,  to  the  head  of  the  Mexican  Gulf 
Oanal ;  thence  through  the  canal  to  Lake  Borgne :  thence  to  Mississippi 
Sound,  through  that  and  Grant's  Pass  to  Mobile  Bay.  This  route  now 
affords  7  feet  of  water  at  all  times  and  all  places,  except  between  the 
head  of  the  canal  and  the  river. 

To  make  connection  at  this  point  necessitates  the  construction  of  a 
lock,  plans  for  which  have  been  drawn.  But  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
getting  estimates  of  cost  from  the  canal  company. 

On  a  ron^l  eht^* '..»*i\  I  -et  the  cost  of  completing  this  7-foot  route 
from  the  ^ii-.' •: -'.  yi  f<>  Voi»'i(-  Mt  "t'lT)  >,'mm). 

The  route  so  far  is  fea3ible  from  an  engineering  poiiit  of  vi^  \v. 

For  first-class  grain-barges  a  depth  of  channel  of  9  feet  is  required. 
The  figures  are  as  follows : 

DIMENSIONS,  ETC.,  OF  BABGE. 

Beam 40  feet 

Floor 3a    " 

Length 220    « 

Willcarry 1,500  tons  freight 

Will  carry  bnlk  corn — on  deck 30,000  bushels 

Willcarry  bulk  corn— in  hold %,000       " 

Total 55, 000  bushels 

On  a  draught  of  9  feet. 

The  lock  at  the  Mississippi  end  being  made  of  suitable  size  to  admit 
such  barges,  they  can  be  taken  through  to  Mobile  Bay  at  high  spring- 
tides, occurring  about  six  days  each  month ;  to  take  them  through  at 
other  times  it  will  be  necessary,  first,  to  extend  the  jetties  at  the  lake 
end  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Oanal  to  9  feet  of  water  in  the  lake,  and  further 
excavate  between  them  at  a  cost  I  have  not  the  data  for  estimating. 

2d.  To  excavate  a  channel  on  an  average  2  feet  deep,  through  the 
flats  between  Lake  Borgne  and  Mississippi  Sound,  for  a  length  of  several 
miles.  The  length  can  be  ascertained  from  Coast  Survey  charts  not  yet 
issued. 

3U.  Grant's  Pass  will,  to  the  best  of  my  information,  have  to  be  deep- 
ened. 
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Commerce  using  the  roate  must  pay  toll  throagli  the  canal  and 
through  Grant's  Pass. 

As  to  advantages  to  accrue  from  opening  this  route  and  prolonging 
it  to  Savannah,  I  have  but  this  to  report  as  my  opinion : 

1st.  So  long  as  the  port  of  New  Orleans  is  open,  it  is  preposterous  to 
think  that  Savannah  can  draw,  over  the  route  here  reported  upon,  any 
portion  of  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  either  export  or 
import. 

2d.  lu  time  of  war,  supposing  the  Gulf  ports  blockaded  by  a  hostile 
fleet,  and  Savannah  not,  this  inland- water  route  would  be  invaluable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  HOVTELL, 

Captain  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 
Brig,  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


report  of  captain  a.  n.  damrell,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

MohiUj  Ala.j  8eptemher  19, 1873. 

General  :  By  letter  from  the  Engineer  Department,  dated  July  22, 
1873, 1  am  instructed  to  procure  such  information  (without  incurring 
expense)  as  would  enable  me  to  submit  my  views  as  to  the  feasibility, 
advantages,  probable  cost,  &c.,  of  a  proposed  navigable  inland-water 
route,  suitable  for  first-class  grain-barges,  between  the  Mississippi  and 
Apalachicola  Eivers ;  and,  in  compliance  with  these  instructions,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  that  part  of  the  route  lying 
within  my  district  of  operations,  namely,  from  the  Mississippi  Sound  to 
Apalachicola  Eiver. 

The  route  from  New  Orleans,  I  suppose,  would  be  through  a  canal 
into  Lake  Borgne,  thence  into  Mississippi  Sound,  and  through  Grant's 
Pass  into  Mobile  Bay.  From  here  I  propose  the  following  location  : 
Across  Mobile  Bay  into  Bon  Secour  Bay ;  thence  either  through  Bear 
Creek  or  through  the  Little  Lagoon  into  Perdido  Bay ;  from  here,  through 
the  Grand  Bayou,  into  Pensacola  Bay  and  Santa Bosa  Sound;  through 
this  sound  into  Choctawhatchee  Bay  and  Biver;  thence  through  Saint 
Andrew's  Bay  into  Wetappo  Greek ;  from  here,  either  by  canal  into 
Dead  Lake  and  Apalachicola  Biver,  about  30  miles  from  its  mouth,  or 
through  Searey's  Eiver  and  Lake  Wemico  to  near  the  mouth  of  said 
river,  about  5  miles  from  Apalachicola. 

The  distance  by  this  route,  forming  a  continuous  line  of  bay,  river, 
'  and  canal  navigation  from  Grant's  Pass  to  Apalachicola  River,  is  about 
200  miles,  21  miles  of  which  would  have  to  be  cut  through  a  compara- 
tively level,  sandy  country,  while  about  35  miles  would  require  to  be 
widened  and  deepened,  to  afford  a  channel  of  9  feet  depth  at  mean  low- 
water,  with  a  width  of  100  feet  through  its  entire  length. 

The  country  along  this  route  is  very  thinly  settled,  and  without  in- 
curring considerable  expense  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  correct  infor- 
mation on  which  to  base  a  close  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  work. 

From  all  the  data  at  present  at  my  command,  I  calculate  that  an  out- 
lay of  about  $7,000,000  would  be  necessary  to  permanently  establish 
this  route,  with  a  cnannel  as  above  stated. 

On  the  inclosed  map,  the  proposed  route  is  plainly  marked  out,  indi- 
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eating  also  such  chaoges  in  location  as  on  closer  examination  might 
prove  preferable. 

Such  a  route  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  entirely  feasible  as  a  work  of 
engineering,  but,  with  its  proposed  terminus,  it  possesses  no  commer- 
cial advantages  as  long  as  the  ports  of  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  are 
kept  open,  and  would  no  doubt  prove  a  financial  failure. 

Such  a  work  could  only  become  of  national  importance  with  a  ter- 
minus in  a  good  harbor  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K  Damrell, 
Captain  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  CF.  8.  A. 


EXTRACT  PROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  INTERNAL  IMPROVE- 
MENT UPON  THE  RESULTS  OF  SURVEYS,  MADE  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH 
ACT  OF  CONGRESS  OF  MARCH  3,  1826,  OF  ROUTES  FOR  A  CANAI^ 
BETWEEN  THE  ATLANTIC  AND  THE  GULF  OF  MEXICO,  PRINTED  IN 
DOC.  102,  TWENTIETH  CONGRESS,  FIRST  SESSION,  AND,  WITH  ADDI- 
TIONS, IN  DOC.  H.  R.  185,  TWENTY-SECOND  CONGRESS,  FIRST  SESSION. 
SEE  ALSO  DOC.  H.  R.  61,  TWENTY-TH^RD  CONGRESS,  FIRST  SESSION, 
FOR  REPORT  ON  SURVEYS  FOR  A  CANAL  TO  CONNECT  MOBILE  AND 
PENSACOLA  BAYS. 


INVESTIGATIONS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  ROUTES  OF  A  CANAL  ACROSS  THE 
PENINSULA  OF  FLORIDA. 

From  the  foregoing  description  of  surveys,  it  can  be  inferred  that  the 
routes  through  Saint  Mary's  Biver  and  through  Black  Greek  are  the 
only  ones  for  a  canal  destined  to  connect  the  Atlantic  with  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

Kespecting  the  Saint  Mary's  route,  it  has  been  shown  that  on  account 
of  the  great  elevation  of  the  intervening  ground  between  Bell  Kiver 
and  Saint  Mary's  Biver  at  the  crossing  point,  and  also  between  this 
point  and  the  mouth  of  Alligator  Greek,  it  would  most  likely  become 
indispensable  to  follow  the  very  circuitous  course  of  the  river,  a  circum- 
stance which  would  increase  the  distance  by  about  36  miles;  indeed, 
the.  survey  shows  a  distance  of  42  miles  from  Bell  Biver  to  the  mouth 
of  Alligator  Greek,  while  the  computed  distance  measured  along  the 
bank  of  Saint  Mary's  Biver  amounts  to  about  78  miles. 

Again,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  Okefenoke  Swamp,  stretching  on 
the  top  of  the  dividing  ridge,  did  not  afford  any  natural  reservoir  of 
consequence ;  and  that  45^  miles  of  canal  would  have  to  depend  entirely 
on  water  collected  in  artificial  reservoirs.  On  this  score,  the  nature 
and  great  extent  of  this  swamp  give  reasonable  hopes  that,  by  a  proper 
system  of  drains,  the  standing  water  in  the  marshes  would  be  made 
available  by  collecting  it  in  sufficient  quantity  to  supply  the  summit 
and  middle  sections  of  this  canal,  but  the  expense  would  be  great, 
though  partially  compensated  by  the  increased  value  of  the  land  thus 
reclaimed. 

From  the  Suwannee  to  Saint  Mark,  the  canal  would  be  sufficiently  pro- 
vided with  water  from  the  Suwannee  and  the  Ausilla;    but,  as  it  has 
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been  stated  before,  this  route  would  have  to  wind  around,  south  of  the 
surveyed  line,  the  spur  on  which  stands  the  district  of  Tallahassee. 

The  distance  from  Bell  Eiver  to  Saint  Mark,  in  following  the  surveyed 
line,  is  183f  miles ;  but,  in  keeping  along  the  bank  of  Saint  Mary's  Eiver, 
the  route  ol^  canal,  from  the  junction  of  Bell  River  up  to  the  mouth  of 
Alligator  Greek,  would  be  about  36  miles  longer,  or  219  miles. 

However,  were  it  in  contemplation  to  connect  the  Gulf  with  the  Saint 
Mary's  Eiver,  at  the  head  of  tide,  the  eastern  termination  of  the  canal 
.  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Barbour's  plantation ;  and  should  it  prove 
practicable,  and  within  reasonable  expense,  to  descend  from  Okefenoke 
Swamp  into  Saint  Mary's  Eiver,  in  following  a  direct  course,  the  dis- 
tance to  Saint  Mark  would  be  155  miles;  but  should  it  be  found  indis- 
pensable to  follow  the  river,  in  order  to  descend  from  Okefenoke  Swamp 
to  tide- water,  the  distance  to  Saint  Mark  would  be  192  miles. 

In  either  case,  the  elevation  of  the  summit-level  will  remain  the  same, 
152  feet  above  low-tide  in  the  Atlantic,  and  148  feet  above  low-tide  in 
the  Gulf  ^  the  whole  amount  of  ascent  and  descent  wiU  be  296  feet, 
measured  from  a  level  4  feet  above  low-water  in  the  Atlantic  to  the 
level  of  low-tide  in  the  Gulf;  or,  rather,  256  fett,  by  supposing  the  sum- 
mit-level sunk  20  feet  below  the  summit-ground. 

Before  entering  into  particulars  relating  to  the  route  of  canal  through 
the  headwaters  of  Black  Creek  and  Santa  F6  Eiver,  it  is  necessary  to 
determine  where  should  be  assumed  the  eastern  and  western  termina- 
tions of  the  canal.  Eespecting  the  eastern,  it  would  seem  that  the  mouth 
of  Saint  John's  should  be  selected  as  the  most  eligible,  but  such  a  de- 
bouch would  not  be  without  inconveniences. 

1st.  Small  boats  cannot,  without  great  danger,  stem  the  current  of 
Saint  John's  Eiver  above  its  mouth,  and  sea-vessels  require  strong  and 
very  favorable  wind  to  cross  over  the  shifting  bar  aild  to  make  head 
against  the  bold  current  of  either  ebb  or  flood  tide.  These  circum- 
stances render  the  entrance  of  the  Saint  John's  not  accessible  in  adverse 
weather,  dangerous  when  the  wind  does  not  assist  sufficiently  against 
the  current,  and  precarious  on  account  of  the  necessary  concuirence, 
or  rather  relation,  which  must  take  place  between  the  wind  and  the 
current,  to  facilitate  the  sailing  in  or  out  of  the  river. 

2d.  Such  difficulty  of  access  would,  in  time  of  war,  prove  very  inju- 
rious on  a  coast  which,  south  of  the  Saint  John's,  presents  no  shelter  of 
any  consequence.  The  safest  for  vessels  bound  to  the  canal  would  be 
to  make,  iirst,  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mary's,  and  there  to  wait  for  propi- 
tious weather. 

3d.  It  has  been  stated,  in  describing  the  surveys  executed  in  relation 
to  the  Saint  John's  route,  that  a  canal  from  a  point  opposite  the  mouth 
of  Black  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Pablo  Creek  would  require,  above  low- 
tide,  an  excavation  averaging  28  feet  in  depth,  or  26^  miles  in  length. 
This  section  of  canal  would  save  a  distance  of  about  16  miles,  when 
compared  to  the  natural  channel  of  the  river.  This  advantage  cannot 
balance  the  expense  tor  the  constraction  of  this  portion  of  the  canal. 
Indeed,  in  keeping  this  line  of  canal  nearer  to  the  bank  of  the  Saint 
John's,  the  excavation  would  not  prove  so  great,  but  the  distance  then 
would  not  become  materially  lessened. 

4th.  It  has  also  been  shown  that  a  section  of  canal  from  the  fork  of 
Black  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  this  tributary  of  the  Saint  John's  would 
involve  into  an  extraordinary  excavation,  and  be  deprived  of  a  suffi- 
ciency of  water.  Besides,  when  compared  to  the  natural  channel  of 
Black  Creek,  it  would  not  shorten  the  distance  more  than  by  4  or  6 
miles. 
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5th.  A  canal  from  the  fork  of  Black  Greek  to  the  mouth  of  the  Saint 
John's,  following  the  banks  or  margins  of  both  rivers,  would  not  procure 
considerable  advantages  over  the  natural  channels,  which  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  tides,  nor  could  it  remove  the  difficulty  of  ingress  from  or 
egress  to  the  sea.  A  vessel  having  made  into  the  Saint  John's  can  then 
ascend  as  far  up  as  the  fork  of  Black  Creek,  head  of  tide-navigation,  for 
the  depth  of  water  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek  is  6^  feet 
at  low-tide  and  8  feet  at  high-tide,  the  latter  being  little  more  than  the 
depth  over  the  Saint  John's  Bar  at  medium  low-tide.  Therefore,  should, 
the  month  of  the  Saint  John's  be  assumed  as  the  debouch  into  the  At- 
lantic of  the  water-communication  across  the  peninsula,  a  canal  from 
this  point  to  the  fork  of  Black  Creek  would  afford  no  sufficient  advantage 
to  warrant  its  expense  of  construction. 

6th.  If  taken  into  consideration  that  the  inconsiderable  depth  of 
water  over  the  Saint  John's  Bar,  as  also  the  insufficiency  of  water  on  the 
summit-level,  preclude  the  idea  of  a  ship-channel,  the  transshipping  of 
cargo  from  sea- vessels  to  boats,  or  from  boats  to  sea-vessels,  will  remain 
the  same,  whether  the  canal  terminates  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saint  John's 
or  at  the  fork  of  Black  Creek.  Therefore,  while  convenience  does  not 
strictly  necessitate  the  extension  of  the  canal  to  the  mouth  of  the  Saint 
John's,  considerations  of  economy  lead  the  board  to  recommend  the  fork 
of  Black  Creek,  head  of  tide-navigation,  as  the  eastern  termination  of 
the  canal. 

Kow,  it  remains  to  determine  whether  the  debouch  of  this  communi- 
cation into  the  sea  must  be  at  the  mouth  of  Saint  Mary's  Harbor,  or  of 
the  Saint  John's.  To  the  local  inconveniences  just  enumerated  in  regard 
to  the  latter,  are  to  be  added  those  relative  to  the  inland  navigation 
along  the  coast.  ^  Indeed,  the  lower  part  of  the  Saint  John's  is  connected 
with  Saint  Mary's  Harbor  but  by  the  natural  crooked  channel  called 
Indian  Passage,  which  admits  the  transit  of  row-boats  only ;  and,  in 
the  present  state  of  things,  the  natural  inland- water  communication  par- 
allel to  the  coast  can  be  considered  as  terminating  at  SaintJMary's.  This 
commodious  harbor,  presenting  on  the  bar  a  depth  of  13J  feet  at  low- 
water  and  19J  feet  at  common  high-tide,  is  susceptible  of  defense,  and 
derives  a  great  importance  from  the  circumstance  of  being  the  only 
good  harbor  from  the  boundaries  of  Georgia  to  Cape  Florida. 
i»  From  this  it  can  be  inferred  that  the  mouth  of  the  Saint  John's  is 
not  virtually  connected  with  an  inland-water  communication  parallel  to 
the  coast,  while  Saint  Mary's  Harbor  is  an  interesting  station,  at  which 
terminates  the  natural  inland  navigation  from  the  Chesapeake  to  Flor- 
ida— navigation  which  could  be  extended  to  the  head  of  Saint  John's 
liiver  by  opening  a  canal  in  the  direction  of  the  inland  passage  from 
Saint  Mary's  to  the  Saint  John's.  This  canal  would  procure  to  the  water- 
communication  across  the  peninsula  the  most  eligible  debouch  into  the 
Atlantic,  and  would,  besides,  form  the  southern  link  of  our  inland-water 
communication  parallel  to  the  coast,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Dismal 
Swamp  Canal  forms  the  northern  link  of  the  same  navigable  line.  Here, 
it  must  be  remarked,  that  the  Saint  John's,  in  descending  from  the  south, 
effects  a  parallel  direction  to  the  coast,  and  that  south  of  its  head- 
branches  the  territory  of  Florida  will  most  likely  not  soon  be  settled,  on 
account  of  the  sandy  and  swampy  nature  of  the  soil.  Therefore,  the 
upper  parts  of  the  Saint  John's  may  be  considered  as  being  the  south- 
ern extremity  of  the  line  of  natural  water-communication  parallel  to  the 
coast;  at  least  there  appears  at  the  present  time  no  plausible  motive  to 
have  it  extended  farther  south. 

These  considerations  induce  the  board  to  recommend  Saint  Mary's  Har- 
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bor  as  tbe  debouch  into  the  Atlantic  of  the  contemplated  communica' 
tiou,  and,  to  this  effect,  to  open  a  canal  for  sloops  from  Saint  Mary's  liar.- 
bor  to  tlie  Saint  John's. 

Let  us  pass  now  to  the  investigation  relative  to  the  western  termina- 
tion of  tlie  canal.  It  has  been  shown,  in  the  description  of  the  surveys 
executed  on  the  Saint  John's  route,  that  the  canal  would  debouch  into 
the  Suwannee,  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  Santa  ¥6  River. 
From  this  point  the  canal  has  either  to  descend  to  the  Gulf  in  following 
the  Suwannee,  or  to  take  a  direction  to  Saint  Mark.  In  the  first  case, 
the  distance  to  the  Gulf  would  be  55  miles ;  in  the  second,  about  95  miles, 
(from  computation.)  Thus,  shortness  of  distance  and  an  unobstructed 
navigation  in  the  Suwannee  seem  at  first  to  be  in  favor  of  the  former 
course,  and  more  especially  when  it  is  taken  into  view  that  a  canal  for 
boats  might  end  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  Santa  F6,  where  might  commence 
a  commodious  steamboat-navigation.  But,  most  unfortunately,  the  ac- 
cess from  the  sea  to  the  mouth  of  the  Suwannee  is  much  obstructed  by  oys- 
ter-banks, and  the  approach  to  the  shore  impeded  by  the  extensive  shoal 
making  along  the  coast  from  Espiritu  Santo  to  Saint  Mark ;  sail-vessels 
drawing  more  than  5  feet  cannot  at  high-tide  hazard  to  steer  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Suwannee,  and  even  this  draught  would  be  too  great  during 
the  prevalence  of  northerly  winds.  To  this  must  be  added,  that  from  the 
bay  of  Espiritu  Santo  to  Saint  Mark  the  coast  presents  no  shelter  where 
vessels  could  lie  at  anchor  and  wait  for  propitious  weather.  From  these 
considerations,  it  can  be  concluded  that  by  using  the  Suwannee  as  a 
navigable  stream  a  steamboat-navigation  might  be  established  down  to 
the  month  of  this  river,  but  hence  to  Saint  Mark,  Pensacola,  and  New 
Orleans  the  passage  by  sea  would  become  very  precarioas,  on  account 
of  the  circumstances  just  enumerated.  Therefore,  to  obtain  a  perma- 
nent communication  and  a  more  commodious  debouch  into  the  Gulf  the 
only  alternative  is  to  terminate  the  canal  into  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mark. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Saint  Mark's  Kiver  affords,  at  its  mouth,  8 
feet  of  water  at  high-tide,  and  that  a  good  anchorage  is  found  inside  of 
the  outer  bar  for  vessels  drawing  10  feet.  To  this  must  be  added,  first, 
that  the  coast  east  of  Saint  Mark  is  not  provided  with  any  inland  natural 
channel  parallel  to  it,  while,  to  the  west  of  Saint  Mark,  the  great  depth 
of  water  along  the  shore  and  various  intervening  sounds  will  facilitate, 
if  not  a  complete  inland  navigation,  at  least  a  pretty  safe  one  along  the 
coast,  many  good  anchorages  being  found  from  Saint  Mark  to  Pensa- 
cola ;  second,  that  the  vicinity  of  Saint  Joseph's  Bay  will  secure  to  the 
anchorage  of  Saint  Mark  the  efficient  protection  of  our  armed  vessels  ; 
third,  in  fine,  that  the  debouch  of  the  canal  being  near  to  the  thriving 
settlement  of  Tallahassee,  will,  in  time  of  war,  become  supported  by  a 
population  more  compact  than  probably  would  be  afforded  by  any  other 
district  of  Florida,  and  that  it  will  also  insure  at  all  times  the  commu- 
nication of  this  district  with  the  Atlantic  States. 

The  western  termination  of  the  canal  being  thus  determined,  it  remains 
to  devise  as  to  the  route  of  the  section  of  canal  which  would  connect  the 
Santa  F6  with  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mark.  The  board  entertain  no  doubt 
as  to  its  practicability,  and  had  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Withla- 
coochee  to  Saint  Mark  been  run  in  conformity  with  the  instructions,  as  a 
line  of  canal  instead  of  a  line  of  levels,  the  survey  executed  in  that  quar- 
ter would  have  afforded  positive  data  upon  which  would  rest  the 
practicability  of  a  canal  from  the  Santa  ¥6  to  Saint  Mark.  However, 
the  surveys  performed  along  the  Santa  ¥6  Biver  and  the  Suwanne,  pro- 
cure individual  facts  which  will  assist  the  board  in  pointing  out  the 
section  of  canal  route  under  consideration. 
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The  bank  of  the  Santa  F6,  near  the  place  (Natural  Bridge)  where  the 
river  sinks  ander  ground,  is  68  feet  above  the  Gulf.  Six  miles  above 
this  place  the  rise,  caused  by  freshets,  is  represented  to  be  14.22  feet 
above  the  common  stage  of  water.  The  quantity  of  water  yielded  by  the 
river  at  Bocky  Ford,  14  miles  above  the  Natural  Bridge,  has  been  found 
to  be  176.6  cubic  feet  per  second ;  the  river  was  then  11.2  feet  below 
high-water  mark.  From  these  facts  it  can  be  concluded  that  by  dam- 
ming the  Santa  F6,  at  a  favorable  place  above  the  Natural  Bridge,  the 
whole  water  of  the  river  will,  at  common  stage,  become  available,  and 
yield  at  least  176.6  cubic  feet  per  second^  besides  the  resources  of  a  res- 
ervoir which  will  extend  several  miles  toward  Eocky  Ford.  This  supply 
will  be  more  than  necessary  to  feed  50  miles  of  canal  through  sandy 
ground. 

The  Suwannee  at  Charles  Ferry,  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  military 
road  from  Saint  Augustine  to  Tallahassee,  has  its  bank  52  feet  above  the 
Gulf,  and,  therefore,  16  feet  below  the  bank  of  the  Santa  F^,  near  the 
upper  end  of  the  Natural  Bridge.  This  shows  that  there  is  a  fall  be- 
tween these  two  points ;  and,  though  the  surveys  do  not  exhibit  pre- 
cisely the  respective  elevation  of  the  streams  at  Charles  Ferry  and  at 
the  Natural  Bridge,  yet  this  fall  remains  well  ascertained;  whence  re- 
sults the  practicability  of  a  canal  from  the  latter  point  to  the  other. 
The  distance  will  be  about  50  miles,  the  ground  easy,  and  the  supply  of 
water  sufficient. 

The  Ausilla,  where  crossed  by  the  Saint  Mary's  line  of  levels,  is  47 
feet,  and  its  eastern  bank  73  feet  above  the  Gulf.  Therefore,  by  assum- 
ing, on  this  river,  and  below  the  latter  point,  a  convenient  termination 
with  regard  to  the  Suwannee,  in  the  vicinity  of  Charles  Ferry,  the  two 
streams  will  easily  be  connected  by  a  canal  descending  to  the  AusUla, 
and  well  supplied  from  the  Suwannee.  The  distance  will  be  about  45 
miles. 

From  the  Ausilla  to  Saint  Mark,  the  distance  will  be  about  20  miles, 
and,  in  this  direction,  a  canal  will  receive  from  the  Ausilla  a  large  sup- 
ply of  water,  amounting,  as  stated  before,  to  217.8  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Such  is  the  route  which  the  board  recommend  to  connect  the  Santa 
F6  with  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mark.  The  whole  distance  will  be  about 
115  miles;  the  descent  to  low-tide  in  the  Gulf  (low-tide  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  about  4  feet  above  low-tide  in  the  Atlantic)  is  assumed  62 
feet  from  Rocky  Ford  5  the  supply  of  water  will  be  largely  furnished  by 
the  Santa  F6,  the  Suwannee,  and  the  Ausilla.  With  regard  to  the 
ground,  it  will  not  necessitate  much  extra  excavation,  the  digging  will 
generally  be  easy;  however,  on  many  portions  of  great  extent,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  carry  the  line  of  canal  through  marshes  and  cypress- 
swamps.  A  great  waste  of  water  is  to  be  expected  from  filtration 
through  the  sandy  upper  stratum,  lying  on  a  substratum  of  porous  and 
rotten  limestone,  and  also  from  evaporation  ;  but  the  means  of  supply 
are  very  great;  and,  during  heavy  showers,  so  frequent  under  the  cli- 
mate of  Florida,  the  trunk  of  the  canal  will  receive,  from  filtration  of 
the  ground,  very  copious  additional  supply. 

Ik  remains  now  to  investigate  the  section  of  canal  which  would  be  the 
continuation  of  the  preceding  one  to  the  fork  of  Black  Creek,  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  head  of  tide-water  on  the  Atlantic. 

This  section  comprehends  the  summit-level,  and  has  to  rely  for  supply 
mainly  on  the  natural  reservoirs  of  Sampson's  and  Kinsley's  ponds ;  the 
former  126.4  feet,  the  other  171  feet,  above  low-tide  in  the  Atlantic; 
about  4  feet  less  above  low-'ide  in  the  Gulf. 

Kinsley's  pond,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  ridge,  might  be  assumed  as 
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the  summit  of  the  canal,  were  its  supply  of  water  sufficient,  but  this 
supply  is  far  from  being  adequate  to  the  object.  Indeed,  this  reservoir 
would  have  to  provide,  for  about  14  miles  of  canal,  (shortest  distance 
between  Sampson's  pond  and  a  point  6  miles  above  the  fork  of  Black 
Creek,  where  a  reservoir  might  be  obtained  in  the  valley  of  Bull  Creek,) 
and  for  lockage  at  the  summit.  The  canal  being  supposed  to  be  33  feet 
at  the  bottom,  and  to  have  a  depth  of  water  of  5  feet,  it  will  require 
per  month  and  per  mile  120,000  cubic  yards — absorption,  filtration,  and 
evaporation  being  taken  into  account ;  the  14  miles  will  therefore  require 
for  nine  months  15,120,000  cubic  yards.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
climate,  the  navigation  must  be  open  throughout  the  year ;  but,  in  this 
calculation,  nine  months  only  are  assumed,  because  it  is  expected  that, 
during  three  months  of  heavy  rain,  the  freshets,  in  the  head  branches 
of  Black  Creek  and  Santa  F^  Eiver,  will  supply  these  fourteen  miles  of 
canal. 

Assuming  the  passage  of  boats  per  day  to  be  46  each  day,  or  90  both 
ways,  the  number  throughout  the  year  will  be  32,850,  which,  at  the  rate 
of  one  and  a  half  lock-full,  or  623  cubic  yards  per  each  boat,  will  require 
20,465,650  cubic  yards  of  water  per  annum.  The  lock  is  here  supposed 
to  be  100  feet  long,  14  wide  in  the  clear,  and  8  feet  lift. 

Adding  together  the  two  items  of  expense  of  water,  it  will  be  found 
that  36,586,660  cubic  yards  of  water  are  necessary  to  supply,  during  the 
whole  year,  the  prism  of  the  canal  and  the  lockage  at  the  summit. 

The  superficies  of  Kinsley's  pond  is  77,714,100  square  yards;  the 
depth  haa  not  been  ascertained,  but  is  represented  to  be  about  6  feet.  This 
reservoir  cannot,  therefore,  be  deemed  to  contain  more  than  16,428,000 
cubic  yards  of  water ;  a  quantity  which,  if  available,  would  not  be  half 
of  what  is  necessary.  But  such  supply  cannot  be  drawn  from  the  pond, 
the  localities  presenting  no  probable  means  to  have  this  pond  replen- 
ished as  fast  as  partially  drained ;  indeed,  the  country  sloping  around 
it  is  of  small  extent  in  superficies,  and  its  outlet,  dry  in  summer,  is 
not  considered  as  yielding  more  than  10  cubic  feet  of  water  per  second 
during  the  rainy  season.  This  pond  seems,  therefore,  to  be  fed  mainly 
from  filtration,  inasmuch  as  it  receives  no  water-course,  and,  as  is  well 
known,  the  loss  of  a  reservoir  throughout  the  year  by  evaporation  is 
greater  than  the  rain  falling  on  its  surface.  During  the  rainy  season 
the  rise  of  the  pond  is  represented  as  being  sometimes  2  feet ;  and,  in 
damming  the  outlet,  this  elevation  can  be  considered  as  the  maximum 
depth  of  available  water;  this  would  produce  a  supply  of  5,142^466  cubic 
yards  of  water. 

This  result  shows  that  Kinsley's  pond  alone  is  inadequate  to  procure 
the  whole  water  required.  Therefore,  the  summit-level  must  be  kept 
lower,  and  tried  at  the  elevation  of  the  reservoir,  immediately  below,  and 
which  lies  on  the  western  side  of  the  ridge. 

This  reservoir  is  Sampson's  pond,  45.4  feet  below  Kinsley's  pond  ;  its 
superficies  is  16,362,777  cubic  yards,  and  its  rise,  during  the  rainy  sea- 
son, has  been  ascertained  to  be  3  feet ;  therefore,  the  minimum  supply 
to  be  drawn  from  this  pond  can  safely  be  estimated  at  16,362,777  cubic 
yards,  more  especially  should  the  outlet  to  this  reservoir  be  dammed. 
This  supply  added  to  that  of  Kinsley's  pond  will  give  21,606,44^^  cubic 
yards  for  the  quantity  of  available  water  drawn  from  both  ponds,  a  quan- 
tity sufficient  to  supply  the  lockage. 

By  keeping  thus  the  summit-level  at  a  less  elevation,  a  deep  cut  will 
become  indispensable  through  the  top  of  the  dividing  ridge;  but,  taking 
into  consideration  that  the  btreams  of  Florida,  in  this  quarter,  receive 
few  tributaries,  iand  are  chiefly  fed  by  filtration,  the  board  anticipate 
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that  this  deep  cat  will  procure  the  advantage  of  feeding,  by  means  of 
filtration,  the  prism  of  the  portion  of  caual  forming  the  summit,  a  prism 
which  would  thus  become  an  artificial  reservoir. 

This  deep  cut,  in  following  a  direct  course  from  Kinsley's  pond  to 
Sampson's  pond,  would  require,  under  the  very  top  of  the  ridge,  a  depth 
of  122.1  feet,  by  assuming  the  bottom  10  feet  below  the  medium  level  of 
Sampson's  pond,  or  116.4  feet  above  the  Altantic.  But  the  line  of  levels 
from  Orange  Lake  to  Sampson's  pond  shows  that  the  top  of  the  ridge, 
east  of  Little  Santa  ¥6  pond,  or  the  25th  mile  from  Orange  Lake,  is  but 
158  feet  above  the  Atlantic ;  while  in  the  direction  of  Kinsley's  pond 
and  Sampson's  pond  the  elevation  is  as  much  as  237.5  feet ;  therefore^ 
at  this  place,  the  top  is  79.5  feet  higher  than  it  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Little 
Santa  ¥6  pond.  This  circumstance  indicates  that  the  ridge  becomes 
depressed  between  the  outlet  of  Kinsley's  pond  and  the  southern  head- 
branch  of  Santa  F6  Eiver;  the  summit-level  must  consequently  take  this 
course,  in  order  to  lessen,  as  much  as  practicable,  the  depth  of  the  cut 
through  the  ridge.  Thus,  the  cut  will  commence  in  the  valley  of  Bull 
Greek,  at  a  point  116.4  feet  above  the  Atlantic,  54.6  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  Kinsley's  pond^  and  41.6  feet  below  the  summit  of  the  ridge, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Little  Santa  F6  pond;  hence  it  will  take  its  course 
toward  this  pond,  to  terminate  into  Santa  ¥6  Eiver,  at  a  point  10  feet 
below  the  medium  level  of  Sampson's  pond,  or  116.4  feet  above  the 
Atlantic;  By  following  the  depression  of  the  ridge,  the  greatest  depth 
of  the  cut  will  not  probably  exceed  60  feet,  and  the  length  of  the  summit- 
level  will  be  about  25  miles.  The  eastern  end,  in  Bull  Creek,  will  be  3 
miles  east  of  Kinsley's  pond,  9  miles  from  the  fork  of  Black  Creek;  the 
western  end,  in  Santa  F6  Eiver,  will  be  about  5  miles  above  Eocky 
Ford,  and  5  miles  from  Sampson's  pond. 

From  these  premises,  it  is  seen  that,  by  assuming  the  summit-level 
116.4  feet  above  the  Atlantic,  the  two  ponds  will  furnish  the  necessary 
water  for  lockage ;  but  with  respect  to  the  prism  of  the  level,  about  25 
miles  in  length,  it  has  to  rely  entirely  on  the  resources  derived  from 
filtration  through  the  ground.  Therefore,  the  practicability  of  the  canal 
rests  altogether  on  this  point. 

The  following  observations,  made  by  the  board  during  their  examina- 
tion of  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  lead  them  to  anticipate  a  favorable 
result : 

Ist.  The  sandy  upper  stratum  and  the  rotten  limestone  substratum 
will  facilitate  the  filtration  to  a  high  degree. 

2d.  The  ponds  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  are  chiefly  kept  full  by 
filtration. 

3d.  The  numberless  ponds,  of  various  sizes,  scattered  everywhere  on 
the  surface  of  the  peninsula  form  a  strong  indication  of  the  facility  af- 
forded by  the  ground  for  the  transmission  through  it  of  water  to  inferior 
levels. 

4th.  The  main  streams  of  the  peninsula  have  few  tributaries;  they  are, 
however,  flush  during  the  warm  season,  and  suddenly  swelled  by  acci- 
dental heavy  showers.  This  shows  that  they  must  chiefly  receive  their 
supply  irom  filtration. 

Should,  however,  the  foregoing  facts  be  deemed  not  sufficient  to  insui-e 
theresult,  though  anticipated,  yet  not  positively  warranted  by  the  board, 
the  practicability  of  the  canal  would  then  remain  altogether  questionable 
till  the  sinking  of  shafts  to  the  depth  of  the  cut  should  have  tested  the 
degree  of  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  foregoing  conjectures. 

From  the  eastern  end  of  the  summit-level  to  the  fork  of  Black  Creek 
the  distance  will  be  about  9  miles,  and  the  fall  112.4  feet,  to  a  level  4 
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feet  above  low-tide  in  the  Atlantic.  This  portion  of  the  canal  will  be 
fed  by  a  reservoir  in  the  valley  of  Bull  Creek,  by  the  south  pron^  of 
Black  Creek,  and  by  the  water  previously  used  for  lockage  at  the  sum- 
mit. 

From  the  western  end  of  the  summit-level  to  the  Natural  Bridge,  the 
length  of  the  canal  will  be  about  19  miles,  and  fall  50.4  assumed  down 
to  Rocky  Ford.  The  Santa  F6,  the  north  fork  of  Santa  F6,  and  the 
water  previously  used  for  lockage  at  the  summit,  will  supply  this  por- 
tion of  canal. 

The  whole  length,  and  the  ascent  and  descent,  of  the  route  of  canal 
from  the  fork  of  Black  Creek  to  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mark  will  be  as 
follows : 

Mllei.     Feet. 

From  the  fork  of  Black  Creek  to  the  eastern  end  of  the  summit-level 9 

Ascent  from  4  feet  above  low-tide 112.4 

Summit-level,  length  about. 25 

From  the  western  end  of  the  summit-level  to  the  Natural  Bridge,  distance.      19 

Descent 50,4 

From  the  Natural  Bridge  to  Saint  Mark,  at  low-tide  in  the  Gulf,  distance.     115 
Descent 62.0 

Whole  distance  and  ascent  and  descent 168    224.8 


Let  US  compare,  now,  this  route  with  that  of  Saint  Mary's.  The  dis- 
tance by  the  latter  from  the  head  of  tide  in  Saint  Mary's  River  to  low- 
tide  in  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mark  will  be  192  miles  in  following  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  the  whole  amount  of  ascent  and  descent  256  feet :  there- 
fore, respecting  distance  and  expense  of  lockage,  the  Saint  John's  route 
has  the  advantage. 

Both  routes  will  require  expensive  excavations  to  supply  the  summit- 
level  with  water.  But  on  the  Saint  John's  route  the  item  of  lockage  is 
secured,  and  the  prism  of  canal,  which  is  to  be  supplied  by  filtration,  is 
only  25  miles  long  j  while  on  the  Saint  Mary's  route,  draining  and  filtra- 
tion must  procure  the  water  required  both  for  lockage  and  for  45  miles 
of  canal.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  the  Board  consider  the  chances  of 
greater  expense  and  of  insufiOiciency  of  water  as  against  the  Saint  Mary'» 
route,  and,  therefore,  recommend  the  Saint  John's  route. 

This  route  has,  besides,  the  advantage  of  being  susceptible  of  affording 
an  early  and  partial  result,  by  terminating  either  in  the  Suwannee  or 
the  Santa  F6,  where,  a  point  being  assumed  as  the  head  of  steamboat 
navigation,  a  water-communication  through  the  canal  and  the  Suwanne 
T70uld  become  established  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Gulf. 

With  regard  to  a  sloop-canal,  connecting  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mary's 
with  the  Saint  John's  Biver,  its  main  object  is  independent  of  a  canal 
across  the  peninsula.  Should  the  Saint  Mary's  route  be  preferred,  its 
importance  would  remain  the  same,  but  it  would  increase  should  the 
Saint  John's  route  be  adopted. 

Respecting  the  cost  of  the  work,  the  Board  are  not  now  prepared  to 
undertake  this  part  of  their  task.  The  appropriation  made  by  Congress 
has  been  entirely  expended  in  making  the  surveys  herein  described  ^ 
all  which  were  strictly  indispensable  to  ascertain  (in  a  country  to  this^ 
time  but  superficially  known  in  relation  to  its  topography  and  hydrog- 
raphy) the  facts,  and  procure  the  data  upon  which  the  selection  and 
practicability  of  a  route  should  be  predicated.  It  remains  now  to  fix 
the  canal  on  the  ground,  to  plan  the  work  and  all  its  details,  and  thence 
to  devise  the  elements  upon  which  must  rest  the  estimate.  Minute  sur- 
veys will  consequently  become  necessary  to  enable  the  Board  to  frame 
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the  estimates  required  by  the  resolntion  of  Congress.  The  board,  there- 
fore, shall  here  close  ap  this  subdivisioD  of  their  report,  and  pass  to  that 
w'hich  relates  to  the  navigation  along  the  western  coast  of  Florida. 

•  •••*•• 

SUIQIAEY. 

The  coast  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  between  Tampa  Bay  and  Appalachie 
Bay,  cannot  be  approached  bj^  vessels  drawing  more  than  5  feet ;  in 
this  latter  bay  8  feet  can  be  carried  at  high-tide  to  Saint  Mark's.  Besides, 
the  ridge  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida  has  a  mean  elevation  of  150  feet 
above  the  ocean,  and  its  top  does  not  offer,  at  any  place,  either  natural 
reservoirs  or  heads  of  streams  adequate  to  the  supply  of  a  canal  having 
very  large  dimensions;  therefore,  a  ship-canal,  destined  to  connect, 
through  the  peninsula,  the  Atlantic  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  is  not 
practicable. 

The  heads  of  Santa  ¥6  River  and  of  Black  Creek  present  to  a  canal 
for  boats  the  best  passage  across  the  summit  of  the  ridge.  Natural 
reservoirs  in  this  vicinity  will  supply  the  lockage  at  the  dividing-point, 
while  it  is  anticipated  that  filtration  from  the  ground  will  keep  replen- 
ished the  trunk  of  the  summit-level. 

In  this  direction,  a  canal  from  the  fork  of  Black  Creek  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Santa  F6  would  connect  the  Saint  John's  with  the  Suwannee ; 
therefore,  the  Atlantic  with  the  Gulf.  Such  a  canal  would  be  about  78 
miles  in  length,  and  the  ascent  and  descent  together  214  feet. 

But  the  Suwannee  being  much  obstructed  at  its  mouth,  and  having 
no  harbor  at  its  entrance  into  the  Gulf,  it  will  be  expedient  to  continue 
the  line  of  canal  from  the  Santa  F^  to  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mark.  The 
whole  route  from  the  fork  of  Black  Creek  to  Saint  Mark's,  or  rather  from 
tide-water  in  Black  Creek  to  tide-water  in  Saint  Mark's  River,  will  be 
168  miles  long,  and  the  ascent  and  descent  together  224  feet 

With  a  view  to  an  uninterrupted  inland  navigation,  parallel  to  the 
coast,  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  head  of  St.  John's  River,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  open  a  sloop-canal  from  the  harbor  of  Saint  Mary's  to  the 
Saint  John's.  Respecting  the  coasting  navigation  from  Saint  Mark's  to 
Lake  Pontchartrain,  it  will  be  rendered  secure,  safe,  and  commodious  by 
means  of  the  following  improvements : 

First,  a  canal  along  Crooked  Creek,  from  Ocklockony  River  to  a  con- 
venient point  in  Saint  George's  Sound  j  through  by  this  sound  and  the 
canal  the  Apalachicola  will  become  connected  with  Saint  Mark's;  sec- 
ondly, the  cleaning  and  deepening  of  the  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  at  the 
meeting  of  tides;  thirdly,  a  canal  from  the  bay  of  Pensacola  to  that  of 
Mobile,  through  the  Great  Lagoon  and  the  river  Bon  Secour  j  fourthly, 
the  deepening  of  the  Pass  Au  Heron,  between  the  eastern  point  of  Dau- 
phin Island  and  the  main.  Lake  Pontchartrain  can  be  connected  with 
the  Mississippi  by  a  canal,  which  has  been  projected,  at  or  near  New 
Orleans,  and  by  Bayou  Manchac. 

This  bayou,  the  rivers  Plaquemine  and  La  Fourche,  can  be  rendered 
navigable  at  any  stage  in  the  Mississippi;  and  they  deserve  considera- 
tion, as  offering  the  only  outlet  through  which,  in  time  of  freshets,  the 
Lower  Mississippi  might  be  relieved  in  the  discharge  of  its  waters. 

All  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 

Bernard, 
Brigadier  Oeneraly  Member  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement 

William  Tell  Poussin, 
Captain  Topographical  Engineers^  Assistant  to  the  Board. 

WASHiNaxoN  City,  February  19, 1829.  ^  , 
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EXTRACTS  PROM  REPORT  OP  LIEUT.  M.  L.  SMITH,   CORPS  TOPOGRAPH- 
ICAL ENGINEERS. 

[Printed  in  Ex.  Doc.  No.  1,  Senate,  Thirty-fonrth  Congreas,  first  session,  page  434.] 

Washington,  May  1, 1855. 

•  •••«#• 

practicability  of  a  canal  across  THE   PENINSULA   OP   FLORIDA. 

The  party  was  organized  and  work  carried  on  under  the  following 
orders : 

Bureau  of  Topographical  Enginbers, 

WasUngUmf  October  30, 1852. 
Sir  :  The  dnties  aesigoed  to  you  are  the  sarvey  of  a  canal-route  across  the  peninsula 
of  Florida.    The  extreme  points  of  said  route  are  the  waters  of  Kspirltu  Santa  Bay 
and  the  headwaters  of  the  Saint  John's. 

Having  ascertained  a  place  on  the  first  sufficiently  sheltered,  and  having  a  conven- 
ient access  to  the  deep  water  of  the  bay^you  will  carefully  examine  the  country  between 
that  position  and  the  headwaters  of  the  Saint  John's,  as  a  point  to  which  about  2  feet 
«an  be  carried  in  navigating  that  river. 

Then  you  will  carefully  mark  out  the  line  between  these  two  points. 
Then  you  w^ill  make  an  accurate  survey  of  this  line,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  route  in  plan 
■and  profile.  Then,  for  abont  every  300  yards  of  this  main  line,  or  more  frequently  or 
not  so  frequent,  as  the  ground  shall  in  your  Judgment  require,  you  will  make  offsets  to 
this  main  line,  each  not  less  than  200  yards,  which  offsets  are  to  be  as  carefully  sur- 
veyed as  the  main  line,  so  as  to  exhibit  plan  and  profile,  and  so  as  to  connect  these 
offsets  and  profiles  with  the  profiles  of  the  main  line,  and  with  the  same  plane  of  ref- 
•erence. 

J.  J.  Abert, 
Colonel  Corps  Topographical  Engineers. 
Lieut.  M.  L.  Smfth, 

Fort  Brooke,  Tampa,  Fla, 

Espiritn  Santa  Bay  being  one  of  the  extreme  points  of  'the  proposed 
route  under  the  instructions,  the  determination  of  the  other  will  iirsc  be 
spoken  of. 

In  examining  the  Saint  John's  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  to  what 
point  up  the  river  2  feet  water  could  be  carried,  the  following  informa- 
tion was  obtained :  From  the  mouth  11  feet  can  be  taken  up  to  Pi- 
latka,  10^  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ocklawaha,  8^  entering  Lake  George, 
6  in  leaving  it,  4J  into  Lake  Monroe,  1 J  to  2  in  leaving  it,  and  a  further 
decrease  of  depth  into  Lake  Harney.  These  depths  vary,  particularly 
in  the  upper  portions  of  the  river,  when  it  is  swollen  from  rains ;  thus, 
6J  feet  may  then  be  found  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Monroe,  nearly  the 
same  at  its  inlet,  and  some  6^  to  7  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Harney ;  but 
tbose  depths  only  are  regarded  which  can  be  relied  on  daring  all  sea- 
sons. Lake  Monroe  was  therefore  considered  the  limit  of  permanent 
2-foot  navigation ;  hence  the  other  extreme  point  of  the  line  mentioned 
in  the  instructions  would  be  at  or  below  this  lake. 

The  precise  point  at  which  the  proposed  canal  should  connect  with 
the  river  was  decided  from  the  following:  Lake  Monroe  is  shallow, 
being  about  10  miles  long  by  4  wide ;  has  a  depth  of  from  12  to  14  feet 
in  the  middle,  and  shoals  gradually  to  the  shore ;  there  is  consequently 
no  point  at  which  the  requisite  depth  is  very  near  shore,  and  all  parts 
of  it  are  open  and  exposed  to  storm- winds.  To  have  the  connection 
anywhere  on  the  lake  seemed  liable  to  two  objections:  First,  that 
the  lock  at  the  junction  would  be  some  distance  from  shore — hence 
present  some  difficulty  of  construction.  Second,  that  the  entrance  to 
it  would  be  liable  to  be  choked  from  the  effect  which  any  such  jetty 
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would  necessarily  have  upon  the  drift  of  the  lake.  Further,  nothing  is 
apparently  gained  by  making  the  junction  at  the  lake;  and  as  the  canal 
would  practically  be  but  a  continuation  of  the  river,  the  two  should  be 
united  at  a  point  offering  natural  facilities  for  it.  Such  a  point  is  found 
anywhere  below  the  lake,  where  the  river  is  again  narrowed  to  a  pro- 
per width  to  give  a  well-defined  channel,  and  has  firm  banks ;  the  shoal 
at  the  outlet  to  Lake  Monroe  is  at  the  same  time  avoided.  The  valley 
of  a  small  stream,  called  the  Weekivah,  emptying  into  the  Saint  John's 
some  four  miles  below  Lake  Monroe,  offers  a  rather  straight  and  comx- 
nient  depression  for  a  canal  from  Tampa  Bay,  and  as  at  its  junction  the 
river  has  suficient  width  and  depth,  the  proposed  route  has  been  made 
to  follow  down  the  valley  of  this  stream  and  join  the  Saint  John's  at  this 
point,  which  fulfills  all  the  necessary  conditions  for  the  connection  of 
the  canal  with  the  river. 

The  two  extreme  points  being  thus  fixed,  the  general  position  and 
direction  of  the  route  becomes  so,  subject  to  such  variations  in  direct- 
ness as  the  physical  features  of  the  country  and  facts  developed  by 
actual  survey  require. 

The  accompanying  maps,  constructed  on  a  large  scale,  together  with 
a  minute  profile  of  the  country,  render  any  but  a  general  description  of 
the  line  unnecessary. 

DESOBIPTION  OP  THE  LINE. 

The  general  profile  across  the  peninsula  shows  a  gradual  swell  both 
from  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  to  the  middle,  where  is  found  a  range 
of  broken  sand-hills,  varying  in  height  above  the  average  level  of  the 
interior  from  100  to  125  and  150  feet,  and  in  width  from  1  to  3  and  4 
miles.  The  country  is  flat,  thickly  sprinkled  with  cypress  and  baygall 
swamps,  and  much  of  it  to  the  eye  presents  no  distinct  or  well-defined 
system  of  drainage. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  sand-hills  there  are  two  main  depressions, 
touched  by  the  line,  which  drain  in  opposite  directions  and  overlap  each 
other:  first,  the  valley  of  the  Saint  John's,  draining  northward;  next, 
the  valley  of  the  Kissimmi  and  its  tributary  head-streams  and  lakes^ 
draining  south.  On  the  west  of  the  sand-hills  there  is  a  gradual  slope 
to  Tampa  Bay,  sufficiently  indicated  by  the  direction  of  the  various 
streams. 

In  passing  from  the  valley  of  the  Saint  John's  into  that  of  the  Kissimmi, 
the  latter  is  cut  by  the  line  so  near  its  head-sources  that  the  slight 
divide  separating  them  requires  no  unusual  depth  of  cutting,  and  the 
only  serious  natural  obstacle  along  the  line  is  presented  in  the  sand- 
hills spoken  of.  This  range  was  examined  for  several  miles  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  point  selected  for  cutting  it;  one  point  only  of  it  was 
found  where  the  width  and  depression  was  as  favorable  as  that  de- 
cided upon,  (known  in  that  country  as  at  the  source  of  Horse  Head 
Creek,)  but  the  increased  distance  given  to  the  line  caused  it  to  be  re- 
jected. The  greatest  depth  of  cutting  required  here  will  be  80  feet,  and 
the  ridge,  as  far  as  could  be  detected  by  boring  and  other  examinations, 
consists  wholly  of  sand.  The  height  of  the  established  summit-level  is 
113  feet  above  ordinary  low-water  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hillsboro  Kiver, 
and  101  feet  above  the  water  in  the  Saint  John's  at  the  point  of  junc- 
tion, giving  14  locks  of  8  feet  lift  on  one  side  of  the  summit-level,  and 
15  (2  having  over  8  feet  lift)  on  the  other  side.  The  soil  is  sufficiently 
favorable  not  to  present  any  unusual  difficulty.  Proceeding  from  the 
Saint  John's  the  excavation  would  be  in  sand,  mixed  with  clay  and  fine 
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gravel  in  greater  or  less  degree,  until  reacMng  Lake  Weekivah,  where 
gravel,  as  far  as  noticed,  disappears.  Sand  and  clay,  the  latter  not  in 
large  proportion,  will  thence  constitate  the  soil  to  be  excavated  for  the 
remainder  of  the  line,  varied  a  little  by  gravel  and  alluvion  along  Hills- 
boro  River.  With  these  few  remarks  descriptive  of  the  line,  I  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  those  points  directly  touching  the  practicability 
of  a  canal  along  it. 

A  canal  may  be  regarded  as  a  stream  conducted  artificially  from  a 
higher  to  a  lower  point  by  a  series  of  steps  or  levels,  the  source  of  the 
stream  being  the  highest  or  summit  level.  If  the  length  of  this  level  is 
not  short  compared  with  some  one  near  it,  (in  which  case  additional 
sources  of  supply  are  sought,  and  in  general  are  readily  found,  since 
new  streams  constantly  present  themselves  as  you  descend,)  it  is  suffi- 
cient in  the  discussion  of  the  subject  to  show  a  proper  supply  of  water 
for  the  summit-level,  and  it  carries  with  it  proof  of  a  proper  supply  for 
the  levels  below,  since  the  water  from  leakage  and  lockage,  which 
constitute  the  main  expenditure,  passes  into  the  lower  levels.  In  the 
case  under  consideration,  the  summit-level  is,  with  one  exception,  the 
longest  level  on  the  line ;  and  if  a  supply  adequate  for  this  can  be 
shown,  the  practicability  of  a  canal  will  be  proven,  for  all  other  points 
connected  with  a  canal  have  reference  to  a  greater  or  less  cost  of  con- 
struction merely. 

For  the  purpose  of  being  as  clear  as  possible  in  the  discussion  of  an 
adequate-supply,  the  subject  will  be  taken  up  in  the  usual  order,  to  wit: 
First,  determine  the  supply  of  water  required ;  second,  show  how  and 
from  whence  this  supply  is  to  be  obtained. 

The  unit  of  measure  taken,  and  denominated  the  water-prism,  is  the 
entire  contents  of  the  summit-level,  which  is  21  miles  +  in  length. 

SUPPLY  OF  WATER  REQUIRED  AT  SUMMIT-LEVEL. 

This  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  meet  an  expenditure  due  to  the  follow- 
ing requirements : 

1st.  LoBsee  from  evaporation. 
2d.  Losses  from  filtration  and  absorption. 
3d.  Losses  from  leaka^^e  at  lock-gates. 

4th.  For  the  nse  of  locks,  aocordine  to  the  demands  of  trade,  upon  the  summit-level. 
5tb.  First  year,  for  filling  summit-level. 

6th.  Losses  arising  from  emptying  portions  of  a  reach,  for  repairs  of  various  kinds, 
from  breaches,  &o. 

The  expenditure  from  the  more  important  of  the  causes  enumerated 
being  dependent  upon  the  dimensions  given  to  the  canal  and  locks, 
the  following  communication  from  the  Bareau  establishing  them  is  in- 
serted: 

Washington,  May  16, 1853. 
Sir  :    «    *     »    *    Your  consideration  and  plan  will  be  bestowed  upon  the  supposi- 
tion of  a  canal  60  feet  wide  at  top  and  6  ivet  deep ;  locks  110  feet  long,  16  feet  wide, 
(in  the  clear.) 

J.  J.  Abert, 
Colonel  Corp$  Topographical  Engineers, 
Lieut.  M.  L.  SMrrn, 

Topographical  Engineers, 

LOSS  FEOM  EVAPORATION. 

Loss  from  evaporation  must,  from  the  circumstances  attending  and 
governing,  be  imperfectly  arrived  at.  It  is  influenced  by  temperature, 
by  dryness  or  moisture  of  the  atmosphere,  and  very  particularly  by 
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cnrrents  of  air.  Temperature,  alone,  woald  probably  cause  less  in- 
equality  of  variation  than  either  of  the  other  two-named  causes,  since 
it  is  more  uniform  in  its  action  over  a  large  extent  of  country,  and  the 
changes  are  not  so  frequent  and  sudden. 

The  hygrometrical  condition  of  the  atmosphere  will  depend  much 
upon  the  country  the  currents  of  air  have  passed  over ;  for  example,  all 
are  familiar  with  the  exceeding  dampness  of  the  sea-breeze  and  corre- 
sponding dryness  of  the  air  on  the  western  prairies. 

Whether  the  air  be  still  or  iu  motion  makes  the  greatest  difference^ 
shown  by  the  rapidity  with  which  any  article  is  dried  when  exposed  to 
a  brisk  breeze,  as  compared  with  the  time  required  when  the  air  is 
comparatively  still.  During  some  experiments,  made  in  England  by 
Dr.  Dalton,  evaporation  was  said  to  be  increased  50  per  cent,  by 
opening  a  window  of  his  room.  The  uncertainty  arising  from  this 
element  alone  must  be  apparent,  when  it  is  considered  that,  in  i)oint 
of  actual  fact,  currents  of  air  never  remain  the  same  two  consecutive 
halt-hours,  but  are  continually  changing  in  direction  and  varying  in 
force.  Nevertheless,  certain  conclusions  have  been  arrived  at,  which  we 
proceed  to  state. 

Dr.  Halley  fixed  the  evaporation  at  London,  during  an  ordinary  sum- 
mer's day,  at  ^  of  an  inch,  which  is  equal,  for  a  month  of  thirty  days^ 
to  6  inches ;  and  the  annual  evaporation  at  48  inches. 

The  result  of  the  experiments  made  by  Mr.  Ootte  at  Montmorency, 
near  Paris,  (as  given  by  Gauthy  in  his  work  on  canals,)  was  to  deter- 
mine 41.575  inches  as  the  annual  evaporation ;  and  5.315  inches  as  that 
of  an  ordinary  summer-month. 

It  was  ascertained  on  the  Lauguedoc  Canal  by  Mr.  Finn,  the  engineer, 
that  during  ten  and  one-half  months  the  average  loss  from  evaporation 
monthly,  over  and  above  the  rain  that  fell,  was  3.044  inches ;  by  averag- 
ing the  quantity  of  rain  along  the  entire  line,  a  quantity  is  educed  for 
evaporation  equal  to  5.330  inches.    (Andreossi.) 

In  a  report  made  by  Colonel  J.  J.  Abert,  Topographical  Engineers,  to 
the  governor  of  Maryland  in  1838,  upon  the  subject  of  a  canal  to  connect 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  with  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  proba- 
ble evaporation  for  that  climate  during  the  ten  business  months  was 
assumed  at  67.20  inches ;  an  average  of  6.72  inches  per  month. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  of  the  Morris  Canal  adopted  51  inches  for  the 
maximum  loss  of  water  by  evaporation  during  the  eight  months  (from 
April  to  December)  it  could  be  navigated,  or  6.375  inches  per  month. 

In  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica  is  found  a  table  constructed  by  Dr. 
Dalton,  from  which,  knowing  the  dew-point  and  temperature,  the  rate 
of  evaporation  can  be  obtained. 

For  that  portion  of  Florida  under  consideration  the  dew-point  has 
been  assumed  at  55^  Fahrenheit.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  observations 
that  have  been  made  to  determine  what  this  point  is  ordinarily,  and  can 
only  judge  of  it  from  the  average  heights  of  the  thermometer  at  9  p.  m., 
when  dew  is  usually  perceptible.  The  Medical  Department,  through  its 
officers  at  the  different  posts,  have  obtained  numerous  and  accurate 
meteorological  observations,  which  have  been  kindly  furnished  me  by 
Dr.  B.  H.  Coolidge,  now  in  charge  of  that  branch  of  the  Medical  Bureau. 
From  these,  the  mean  annual  temperature  at  three  different  points  near 
the  line  of  survey  is  as  follows : 

TampaBay 72o.4l  Fah. 

Fort  Mead,  on  Pease  Creek 7F.0O    « 

Fort  CaproD;  or  Pierce 740.11    *' 

The  last  two  of  these  points  are  south  of  the  line  of  survey,  and  prob- 
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ably  of  a  somewhat  greater  mean  temperatare.  Most  of  the  line,  too, 
is  north  of  Port  Brooke,  which  should  also  be  considered. 

The  mean  annual  temperature  for  the  entire  line  is  assumed  at  70^, 
and  it  is  thought  to  be  rather  below  than  above  the  true  temperature. 

Applying,  then,  the  dew-point,  65°,  and  temperature,  70°,  to  Dr. 
Dalton's  table,  we  find  a  daily  evaporation  of  0.255  inch,  or  7.45  inches 
monthly. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  evaporations  established  for  differ- 
ent points,  they  are  recapitulated  : 

Evaporation  at  London,  6  inches  per  month. 
-    Evaporation  at  Montmorency,  5.3i5  inches,  ordinary  sammer-month. 
On  Languedoc  Canal,  5.330  inches  per  month. 
J.  J.  Abert,  for  climate  of  Baltimore,  6.72  inches  per  month. 
On  Morris  Canal,  6,375  inches  per  month. 
For  Florida^  by  Dai  ton's  table,  thermometer  7(P,  7.458  inches  per  month. 

During  dry  weather,  thermometer  averaging  86°  Fahrenheit  during 
the  entire  twenty-four  hours,  there  is,  under  favorable  circumstances,  in 
the  latitude  of  Washington,  an  evaporation  during  that  time  of  0.3  inch, 
or  9  inches  per  month.  Eighty-six  degrees  is  much  above  the  mean 
temperature  of  the  latitude  under  consideration,  and,  with  the  thermom- 
eter at  that  height,  evaporation  would  go  on  during  the  twenty-four 
hours ;  evidently,  then,  9  inches  is  too  much  to  allow  for.  In  deducing 
the  quantity  7.468  inches  by  D^lton's  rule,  it  is  believed  the  dew-point 
assumed  is  rather  below  than  above  the  true  one,  which  would  increase 
the  result  obtained ;  hence  it  is  concluded  that,  practically,  7.458  inches 
will  represent  the  monthly  evaporation  with  sufficient  accuracy. 

Evaporation,  it  must  be  remarked,  does  not  constitute  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  the  expenditure  of  water  on  a  canal ;  hence,  whether  it 
is  more  or  less  by  1  or  2  inches  per  month,  is  really  not  of  special  im- 
portance, for  if  the  supply  and  expenditure  are  so  nearly  equal  as  to 
depend  upon  evaporation  for  diflFerence,  it  ought  to  be  conceded  at  once 
that  there  is  not  an  adequate  supply. 

The  number  7.458  inches  is  accordingly  taken,  and  it  gives  a  loss  from 
this  cause  of  a  prism — say  every  nine  months,  or  1^  water-prisms  per 
year. 

LOSS  FROM  FILTRATION. 

This  is  a  loss  constantly  varying  with  the  nature  and  compajctness  of 
the  soil,  and  a  result  wliich  would  apply  to  one  section  would  by  no 
means  be  applicable  to  another.  As  the  losses  both  from  this  cause  and 
evaporation  can  in  general  only  be  known  by  the  diminution  of  water  in 
the  canal,  it  has  been  usual  to  combine  them  together,  and  estimate  the 
sum  at  so  many  water-prisms  per  year. 

In  the  case  of  one  canal  only  (the  Languedoc)  has  a  distinct  loss  by 
filtration  been  given ;  but  it  has  not  been  ^und  to  apply  to  similar  works^ 
in  this  country,  owing,  probably,  to  the  greater  care  taken  in  its  con- 
struction ;  hence  the  method  of  combining  the  two  losses  seems  to  be 
the  only  one  that  can  well  be  pursued,  and  that  gives  but  an  approxi- 
mate result. 

Experiments  made  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  by  Mr.  Fisk 
show  that  it  loses  a  little  more  than  If  its  water-prism  monthly  from 
these  two  causes.  Now,  the  evaporation  assumed  as  proper  for  that 
climate  by  Colonel  Abert  has  been  seen  to  be  6.72  inches  monthly  j  from 
which  it  results  that  filtration  is  about  fourteen  times  greater  than  evap- 
oration. 

Experiments  on  the  Erie  Canal  seem  to  indicate  a  loss  from  filtration 
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Still  greater  than  this ;  but,  being  given  in  connection  with  leakage  fix)in 
locks  as  well  as  losses  from  evaporation,  the  approximate  quantity  can- 
not be  given.  As  connected  with  tbis  part  of  the  subject,  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  J.  J.  Abert's  report  to  the  governor  of  Maryland  is 
introduced : 

From  experiments  made  on  the  Erie  Canal,  and  communicated  to  me  by  that  distin- 
guished engineer,  Mr.  J.  B.  Jervis,  it  would  appear  that  the  least  loss,  from  obserra- 
tions  made  at  various  places,  was  100  cubic  feet  per  mile  per  minute.  This  was  not  the 
measurement  of  loss  from  a  distinct  cause,  but  from  all  united — ^leakage  of  locks,  evap- 
oration, and  filtration.  The  dimensions  of  this  canal  are  40  feet  water-surface — 28  at 
bottom  and  4  deep~ which  give  for  its  prism  of  one  mile  26,5%.5  cubic  yards.  The 
loss  of  100  cubic  leet  per  mile  per  minute  is  equal  to  160,000  cubic  yards  per  mile  per 
month  ;  or,  supposing  the  navigation  to  continue  nine  months,  (in  that  climate,)  the 
total  loss  would  be  equal  to  54  times  its  water-prism  per  year ;  adding  to  this  the  loss 
of  the  prism  in  the  canal  at  the  closing  of  the  navigation,  gives  a  total  loss  of  55  of  its 
prisms  of  water  for  all  causes,  except  the  demands  of  the  locks  for  its  trade. 

These  observations  were  made  about  1833  or  1834;  the  canal  had 
been  in  use  a  number  of  years,  and  its  loss  from  filtration  may  fairly 
be  considered  to  have  been  much  less  at  that  time  than  when  first  con- 
structed. There  is  no  good  explanation  of  this  difference  of  loss  in  the 
two  canals,  unless  it  be  that  Erie,  being  built  first;  was  not  as  well 
constructed. 

If  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  be  considered  as  a  fairer  sample  of 
such  works  in  this  country  than  the  Erie,  and  its  losses  taken  as  a  basis 
of  estimate,  the  following  is  deducted  for  loss  from  filtration : 

Evaporation  per  year  has  been  found  to  be  1^  prisms;  14  times  1^ — 
say  19  prisms  loss  due  to  filtration. 

The  correctness  of  this  result  evidently  depends  upon  similarity  of 
soil  in  the  two  cases ;  and  the  question  naturally  arises,  how  will  fine, 
compact  sand,  mixed  with  small  proportions  of  clay,  retain  water?  In 
answer,  two  facts  are  stated :  1st.  That  this  soil,  in  connection  with 
small  brush,  makes  a  secure  and  tight  dam.  2d.  That  around  waste  or 
flood  gates  and  other  openings  in  earthern  dams,  where  leaks  are  almost 
unavoidable,  it  is  among.the  best  things  to  render  these  openings  water- 
tight. One  reason  of  this  would  seem  to  be  that,  each  grain  of  sand 
being  solid,  water  can  only  find  its  way  through  the  small  openings  or 
interstices  between  them ;  these  interstices  soon  become  filled  by  any 
extraneous  matter  brought  by  the  water  in  filtering  through,  and  the 
whole  becomes  a  solid  mass. 

The  summit-level  established  on  this  line  is,  with  the  exception  of  a 
very  short  distance  at  its  western  extremity,  entirely  in  excavation. 
Now,  experiments  seem  to  show  that  water  can  always  be  found  at  a 
distance  below  the  general  surface  of  the  country  not  exceeding  from  4 
to  6  feet.  This  would  bring  the  water-line  in  the  summit-level  below 
the  depth  at  which  water  is  found  to  permanently  remain  in  the  soil, 
so  that  instead  of  losing,  the  canal  would  receive  a  supply  from  the  soil. 
This  fact  is  again  referred  to  under  the  head  of  ^^  infiltration,"  and  in 
connection  with  certain  data,  which,  it  is  considered,  render  further 
remark  at  present  unnecessary. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  thought  that  nineteen  prisms  per  year  is  too  small 
a  loss  to  be  allowed  for  filtration,  and  is  accordingly  taken. 

LEAKAGE  AT  LOOK-GATES. 

A  liberal  allowance  should  be  made  for  this  item,  since,  unlike  filtra- 
tion, it  is  least  while  the  locks  are  new,  and  increases  from  year  to  year 
as  the  canal  is  used,  until  the  gates  are  replaced. 
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The  dimensions  of  the  locks  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Ganal  are 
nearly  the  same  as  given  for  the  canal  nnder  discussion ;  and  the  ob- 
servations made  upon  them  may  be  applied  in  the  present  case,  par- 
ticnlarly  as  it  is  a  work  execated  in  our  country ;  and  the  manner  in 
which,  in  its  various  details,  it  has  been  constrncted,  may  be  considered 
a  sample  of  the  way  in  which  similar  works  woald  be  completed. 
Mr.  Fisk,  the  chief  engineer  of  this  canal,  made  many  observations 
upon  the  leakage  of  the  locks  daring  a  period  of  suspended  navigation, 
when  the  gates  were  kept  carefully  closed  for  several  weeks  while  repairs 
were  being  made.  The  result  was  to  fix  the  leakage  due  to  a  lock  at 
twelve  lockfuls  per  day.  Engineers  in  this  country  have  usually  con- 
sidered this  as  the  proper  amount  to  be  allowed  for  leakage  when 
calculating  the  supply  of  water  needed.  As  it  is  a  matter  to  be  deter- 
mined entirely  from  observation,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  sup- 
posing a  dijQterent  quantity  would  be  nearer  the  actual  loss. 

Twelve  lockfuls  leakage  per  day  per  single  lock  would  give  24  lock- 
fuls per  day,  drawn  from  the  summit-level,  due  to  the  locks  at  either 
end,  or  8,760  lockfuls  per  year,  which  is  equal  to  3,86  water-prisms. 

AMOUNT  REQUIRED  FOR  LOCKAGE. 

It  is  to  be  understood,  in  speaking  of  this  amount,  that  reference  is 
8tiU  had  to  the  summit-level  only,  with  its  two  locks,  one  at  either 
end. 

This  is  the  only  portion  necessary  to  be  considered,  since  the  lower 
reaches  receive  not  only  what  is  drawn  from  thisfor  the  purposes  of  trade, 
but  what  arises  from  leakage  at  lock-gates  and  accidental  wastage. 

The  quantity  required  for  lockage  is  dependent  upon  trade,  which 
necessarily  varies  from  year  to  year;  hence  no  absolute  amount  can  be 
stated  as  being  neither  more  nor  less  than  what  will  be  required.  The 
rule  is  to  allow  for  the  greatest  possible  activity  of  a  lock  during  a  cer- 
tain number  of  hours,  and  take  the  amount  of  water  expended  during 
that  time  as  the  amount  due  to  lockage.  Thus,  say  that,  on  an  aver- 
age, a  lock  will  be  in  use  twelve  hours  a  day  during  the  year;  that 
twelve  boats  per  hour  can  be  passed  through,  and  each  boat,  in  passing 
the  summit-level,  requires  two  lockfuls;  the  quantity  drawn  from  the 
summit  level  is  at  once  known.  There  are  three  points,  then,  to  be  con- 
sidered. First,  the  average  number  of  hours  per  day  that  a  lock  may 
possibly  be  used ;  second,  the  average  number  of  boats  that  can  be 
passed  through  a  lock  per  hour;  tbird,  the  average  quantity  each  boat 
may  require  for  passing  the  summit-level. 

First.  The  average  number  of  hours  per  day  a  lock  may  be  used.  It 
has  been  usual  to  take  twelve  as  the  number,  and  it  is  probably  great 
enough  to  cover  every  case  in  the  country.  The  only  possible  exception, 
it  is  believed,  may  be  the  Erie  Canal,  on  which  the  locks  are  in  use  day 
and  night  for  weeks  at  a  time,  particularly  during  the  fall,  just  previous 
to  suspended  navigation,  and  while  the  western  produce  is  on  its  way  to 
market. 

If  the  connection  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  by  a  canal  across  the 
peninsula  of  Florida  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the  construc- 
tion of  one,  allowance  for  an  active  trade  through  it  should  be  made, 
for  it  is  intended  to  be  a  highway  to  the  Gulf  commerce  similar  to  the 
straits  of  Florida  at  present.  Instead  of  twelve,  twenty  hours  will  be 
taken  as  the  daily  average  time  for  the  working  of  locks. 

Second.  The  average  number  of  boats  that  can  pass  through  a  lock 
per  hour. 
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For  a  single  hour  a  boat  might,  it  is  probable,  be  passed  through 
every  three  minutes ;  in  point  of  fact,  however,  each  boat  consumes 
from  four  and  a  half  to  five  minutes;  if  four  minutes  be  taken  as  the 
average,  it  is  considered  that  the  error  will  be  on  the  safe  side ;  this 
nmkes  15  boats  per  hour. 

The  average  quantity  assigned  to  the  passage  of  a  single  boat  into 
and  out  of  the  summit-level,  has  varied  with  different  engineers  accord- 
ing as  they  have  supposed  boats  to  pass  in  opposite  directions  with 
more  or  less  regularity.  To  illustrate  this  the  two  extreme  cases  are 
given : 

Samniit-leveT. 


Level  R 


1st.  Suppose  a  boat  on  the  level  B,  and  one  on  the  level  T,  present 
themselves  respectively  at  the  locks  A  and  B,  both  locks  being  empty ; 
tbey  enter  the  locks,  which  are  then  filled,  and  both  pass  into  the  summit- 
level  :  thus  far  a  prit^m  of  lift  (or  lockfnl)  has  been  drawn  from  the 
summit-level  for  each  boat :  they  pass,  and  each  proceeds  into  the  lock 
which  the  other  has  left  mil ;  the  locks  are  then  exhausted  and  the 
summit  is  passed.  It  is  plain  that  in  this  instance  but  two  lockfnls  (or 
one  to  each  boat)  has  been  drawn  from  the  summit-level;  this  is  called 
an  alternate  passage,  and  is  the  case  in  which  the  least  water  is  used  by 
a  boat  in  a  passage,  namely,  one  lockful. 

Alternate  passages  of  boats  could  never  be  relied  on  except  in  cases 
of  a  canal  having  a  trade  equal  to  its  utmost  capacity,  one^half  flowing 
in  one  direction  and  the  other  half  in  the  opposite ;  this  can  never  be 
the  case,  and  would  require  a  regularity  of  movement  on  the  part  of 
boats  not  attainable  by  trains  oa  railways.  This  case  evidently  cannot 
govern.  Let  us  now  take  the  other  extreme  case.  Suppose,  after  the 
alternate  passage  just  spoken  of,  two  boats  to  present  themselves  at 
the  lock  on  the  level  li  to  make  their  passage,  and  none  on  the  level  T. 
The  first  boat  finds  the  lock  A  empty,  passes  into  it,  the  lock  is  filled,  the 
boat  then  moves  out  and  is  on  the  summit-level.  The  second  boat  pre- 
sents itself  at  A,  which  is  full  and  must  be  exhausted  before  it  can  be 
received ;  this  being  done,  the  boat  enters,  A  is  again  filled,  and  the 
second  boat  joins  the  first.  They  then  proceed  to  B,  which  is  empty ; 
this  must  be  filled  for  the  first  boat  to  pass  into^  and  then  drawn  off  to 
lower  the  boat  to  the  level  T.  The  second  boat,  consequently,  finds  B 
empty,  and  another  prism  of  lift  is  required  for  it  to  be  passed  in  and  be 
lowered.  For  this  case  four  lockfuls  have  been  required,  two  for  each 
boat,  and  the  locks  left  in  the  condition  they  were  before  the  passage. 
This  case  is  termed  a  consecutive  passage,  and  undoubtedly  shows  a 
consumption  of  water  to  pass  each  boat  which  exceeds  what  would  be 
found  true  in  practice.  Now  the  consumption  may  vary  anywhere 
between  what  is  shown  in  these  two  cases ;  and  as  the  order  in  which 
boats  will  pass  the  summit-level  must  be  a  matter  of  chance,  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  only  absolutely  safe  allowance  to  make  for  each  boat 
will  be  the  maximum  expenditure;  two  lockfuls  are  therefore  allowed 
to  each  boat  in  passing  the  summit-level. 

We  have,  then,  the  following  quantities  for  the  calculation :  15  boats 
per  hour  for  20  hours  per  day  during  365  days,  at  two  lockfuls  per  boat, 
15  X  20  X  365  X  2  =  211>,000  lockfuls,  equal  to  95.38  waterprisms. 

The  requirements  of  the  canal  per  year  can  now  be  stated,  the  unit 
taken  still  being  the  water-prism  of  the  summit-leveL 
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Water-prisms. 

Fqr  evaporation  and  filtration 20.33 

Leakage  at  lock-gates 3.85 

Lockage A 95.38 

For  fiUiDg  canal  first  year 6.00 

Total 125.56 

Or,  after  first  year 119.56 

In  obtaining  the  consamption  of  a  canal  for  the  purpose  of  deducing 
the  required  supply,  it  has  beeu  necessary  tx)  ccMisider  the  summit-level 
only,  (since  the  main  losses  from  this  level  pass  intx)  the  lower  ones  and 
compensate  for  the  losses  taking  place  there.)  If,  therefore,  a  supply  of 
water  adequate  to  the  summit-level  can  be  shown,  we  at  the  same  time 
show  a  supply  for  the  entire  canal ;  for,  as  we  descend,  many  additional 
streams  are  crossed  which  can  be  commanded  if  necessary. 

By  reference  to  the  profile-sheets,  the  waters  which  must  supply  the 
summit-level  are  found  at  an  elevation  of  123  feet  above  the  waters  of 
Tampa  Bay  ;  the  dividing  ridge  must  of  course  be  passed  at  an  elevation 
somewhat  lower,  in  order  to  command  these  waters  for  a  supply;  and 
this  elevation  has  been  assumed  at  115  feet  above  Tampa  Bay,  or  15  feet 
below  the  water  forming  the  sources  of  the  Withlacoochee  and  Ockla- 
waha.  This  level  is  maintained  as  long  as  is  practicable  and  not  lose 
for  feeders  any  of  the  small  streams  crossed  on  the  course.  The  pro- 
priety of  this  is  evident,  since  the  higher  the  level  the  less  excavation 
there  will  be;  hence,  less  expense.  As  before  stated,  the  length  of  the 
summit-level  thus  established  is  21+miIes. 

SOURCE  OP  SUPPLY. 

Having  determined  the  amount  of  water  needed  by  the  canal,  the 
question  presents  itself  next  in  order,  can  this  amount  be  found,  and 
can  it  be  shown  that  it  will  be  supplied  yearly  t 

1.  The  profile  map  shows  that  no  streams  or  lakes  east  of  the  ridge 
of  sand-hills  can  be  made  use  of;  west  of  it  there  are  Hawk  Creek,  (a 
tributary  of  the  OckJawaha,)  the  Withlacoochee,  (at  the  point  of  cross- 
ing mainly  a  swamp,)  and  Grassy  Creek ;  this  latter  fails  during  the  dry 
months. 

As  both  Hawk  Creek  and  the  Withlacoochee  have  their  origin  in 
several  large  sheets  of  water  lying  in  the  same  region  of  country  south 
of  the  line,  and  receive  their  supplies  entirely  from  them,  together  with 
rains  when  they  occur,  the  safer  and  it  is  believed  the  only  way  will  be 
to  throw  the  streams  out  of  consideration  and  argue  directly  upon  these 
natural  reservoirs  themselves.    • 

In  following  up  the  headwaters  of  the  Withlacoochee  and  Hawk 
Creek  south,  within  a  distance  of  about  14  miles,  some  thirty-five  lakes 
are  found,  varying  in  extent  of  area  from  2  miles  square  to  one-eighth 
of  a  section.  These  lakes  range  in  depth  from  10  to  45  feet,  and  have 
an  aggregate  area  of  15,000  acres.  They  could  be  connected  and  made 
tributary  to  the  canal  by  cutting  about  7  miles;  and  in  almost  every 
case  the  ridges  separating  the  lakes  do  not  rise  more  than  from  3  to  5 
teet  above  the  surface  of  the  waters  to  be  joined.  It  is  proposed  to  com- 
mand the  water  of  these  lakes  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  when  connected. 

Bordering  these  lakes,  and  in  many  instances  in  reality  connecting 
them,  are  extensive  swamps  and  marshes,  usually  covered  for  eight 
months  of  the  year  with  water  from  1  to  3  feet  in  depth.  The  area 
over  which  they  extend  will  be  about  four  times  that  mentioned  for 
the  lakes,  and  when  the  latter  are  connected  will  be  likewise  tribu- 
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tary  to  the  canal.  Let  the  swamps  be  supposed  to  average  1 J  feet  in 
depth  for  niue  months  of  the  year,  we  have  then,  lying  during  the  entire 
year  in  these  natural  reservoirs  or  lakes,  *nd  subject  to  control,  16,000 
acres  of  water  6  feet  deep,  equal  to  129  water- prisms  of  summit- 
level,  and  swamps  holding  water  equal  to  90  prisms  more,  making  a 
supply  equal  to  over  twenty-one  months;  if  to  this  is  added  the  quan- 
tity held  in  swamps  and  marshes  that  can  be  made  available,  it  equals 
the  requirements  for  four  and  a  half  months  more. 

This  is  mentioned  and  given  in  this  unit  to  show  to  what  extent  the 
headwaters  of  the  two  streams  mentioned  will  serve  as  a  great  natural 
reservoir  for  the  use  of  the  canal,  and  it  results  that  twenty-one  months^ 
supply  for  thecanal  in  full  operation  can  be  retained.  These  lakes,  ponds, 
&c.,  are,  in  my  opinion,  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  supplied  by  rains  and 
surface-drainage;  hence,  it  still  remains  to  be  shown  that  these  natural 
reservoirs  can  be  maintained  and  not  exhausted  by  use.  The  case 
would  be  quite  different  were  these  lakes,  &c>,  fed  by  springs  and  living 
streams;  hence,  not  susceptible  of  being  materially  reduced. 

The  country  that  would  be  made  tributary  to  the  summit-level  of  the 
canal,  if  the  lakes  were  connected  as  indicated,  has  an  area  of  198  square 
miles;  the  main  drainage  from  this  area  will  be  by  the  two  streams 
mentioned ;  but,  in  addition,  many  other  ponds,  marshes,  &e.,  together 
with  one  stream,  will  empty  their  waters  into  it. 

In  the  following  investigation  I  shall  limit  myself  to  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  supply  which  can  be  relied  upon  as  never  failing,  and  which 
irill  be  therefore  a  minimum  amount,  the  least  that  in  any  supposed  case 
can  be  counted  upon  as  certain.  Should  this  prove  to  be  more  than 
fiuflficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  canal  as  determined,  it  will  evi- 
'dently  be  unnecessary  to  carry  the  investigation  further,  and  show 
what  surplus  would  probably  exist  under  favorable  circumstances. 

The  area  that  can  be  made  tributary  to  the  summit-lever  is  5^  town- 
ships, or  12«J,720  acres. 

There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  precise  quantity  of  rain  to  be  relied 
on  annually.  Points  quite  near,  however,  to  the  line  of  survey  have  been 
taken,  and  the  observations  for  rain  compared;  it  results  that  at  Tam- 
pa Bay  the  yearly  fall  is  67  inches,  at  Port  Meade  35  inches,  at  Fort 
Pierce  73  inches,  Jacksonville  58  inches,  giving  an  average  for  the  four 
places  of  5G  inches.  These  observations  are  too  limited  to  aflFord  with 
jnuch  certainty  a  correct  general  rule ;  hence  the  annual  fall  of  rain  will 
be  taken  much  below  the  average  of  the  places  given,  to  wit,  45  inches. 
The  inquiry  now  arises,  what  proportion  of  this  45  inches  downfall  rain 
can  be  made  available  for  the  canal  f  A  precise  answer  to  such  a  ques- 
tion can  nev.er  be  given  until  the  works  have  been  actually  constructed 
and  the  amount  collected  absolutely  gauged ;  hence  it  is  only  by  giving 
experiments  made  at  diifereut  localities,  and  the  conclusions  thence 
drawn,  that  even  a  partially  satisfactory  answer  can  be  made. 

If  data  were  far  more  extensive  and  minute  than  exist,  engineers 
would  still  be  obliged  to  exercise  very  much  their  own  judgment  in  fixing 
upon  any  proportion  of  downfall  of  water  that  could  be  collected,  as 
soil,  climate,  and  a  broken  or  fiat  country  would  vary  the  results  for  any 
except  the  given  places. 

William  Cubitt,  an  English  engineer,  states  as  his  opinion  that  about 
one-half  the  annual  fall  of  rain  can  be  stowed  in  reservoirs  and  made 
available.;  a  proportion  very  high,  considering  the  land  in  England  is 
generally  cleared,  under  cultivation,  and  level,  conditions  calculated  to 
•cause  much  of  the  surface-water  to  be  absorbed  and  evaporated  before 
draining  off. 
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It  was  calculated  by  Sutcliffe  that  little  more  than  one-third  of  the 
rain  which  fell  coald  be  got  into  the  Bummit-level  of  the  Rockdale  Ca- 
nal from  the  area  tributary  to  it.  The  experiments  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Jervis, 
made  with  reference  to  the  construction  of  the  Chenango  Canal,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  led  to  the  conclusion  that  about  40  per  cent,  of  the 
fall  could  be  collected;  the  rule  of  engineers  has  been  to  allow  that 
one-third  could  be  collected,  and  this  has  been  followed  by  all  in  this 
couutry.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  there  is  no  doubt  but  this  rule 
would  require  to  be  modified  for  a  more  southern  climate,  as  the  tables 
of  Mr.  Jervis  show  that  seven  out  of  the  twelve  months  are  decidedly 
afifected  by  the  cold  of  winter ;  the  proportion  of  rain  collected  during 
these  seven  being  nearly  three  times  greater  than  during  the  other  five, 
which  include  the  hot  season  of  summer. 

Thus  the  proportion  of  rain  and  snow  coUected  from  November  to  May,  incln- 

eive,  was 686 

From  Jane  to  October 246 

From  Jane  to  October,  by  a  second  table 319 

For  a  climate  such  as  Florida's,  where  there  is  no  winter,  it  seems 
pretty  evident  that  the  rule  of  one-third  should  be  modified  to  apply, 
and  it  is  thought  one-fourth  will  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
periments than  one-third. 

But  there  is  much  of  the  area  under  consideration  to  which  neither 
of  the  rules  will  apply,  for  it  has  been  already  stated  that  about  16,000 
acres  is  covered  by  permanent  lakes  and  ponds,  and  some  04,000  is 
swamp,  which  nine  months  out  of  the  twelve  are  under  water ;  conse- 
quently, every  drop  of  rain  is  collected  d>s  it  falls  on  the  first-named 
area,  and  for  three-fourths  of  the  year  on  the  second. 

By  comparing  the  rain-tables  at  these  points,  Capron,  Pierce,  and 
Brooke,  it  appears  that  only  ^j  of  the  annual  fall  of  rain  occurs  during 
the  three  mouths  referred  to,  when  swamps  are  supposed  dry,  viz: 
March,  April,  and  May ;  hence  the  quantity  deducted  will  be  ^  of  45, 
=  4.09  inches. 

This  leaves  but  41.720  acres  to  which  to  apply  the  rule,  that  one  fourth 
of  the  rain  is  equal  to  the  drainage. 

The  amount  of  rain  collected  on  the  summit- level  may  now  be  stated: 

Water-piiinu. 

45  inefaesrainon  16,000  acres  ^mounts  to 80 

40.91,  say  40  iuebes  rain  on  64,000  acres  amounts  to 286.'5 

^  of  45  inches  rain  on  41,720  acres  amounts  to 54.96 

Amoant.. i. 421.46 

The  above  amounts,  it  is  obvious,  must  be  corrected  for  evaporation 
and  filtration,  as  the  losses  in  the  canal  have  been ;  to  determine  these, 
it  is  not  proposed  to  apply  the  same  rules  heretofore  used,  for  the  sim- 
ple reason  that  observation  shows  that  they  do  not  apply,  but  deduce 
these  corrections  from  observed  losses  in  the  lakes,  ponds,  and  marshes 
while  there. 

To  illustrate  what  is  meant,  a  single  case  only  will  be  cited  :  A  lake 
near  the  40th  mile,  having  an  area  of  some  130  acres,  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  close  of  the  dry  season  in  1853,  a  period  of  nearly 
four  and  a  half  mouths,  fell  only  about  5  inches ;  yet  during  the  entire 
time  there  was  a  constant  discharge,  varying  from  9  to  15  cubic  feet 
per  second.  As  the  belief  has  been  expressed  that  these  lakes  are  due 
to  surface-drainage  only,  it  is  readily  perceived  that  no  rule  of  evapora- 
tion that  has  been  mentioned  can  apply ;  and  I  take  occasion  to  state 
that  what  has  been  said  of  this  lake  will  apply  to  every  other  there ; 
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they  are  plainly  affected  by  wet  and  dry  weather,  rising  during  the 
rainy,  and  continuing  to  fall  daring  the  dry  season,  until  long  after 
there  ceases  to  be  any  discharge  at  their  outlets,  yet  never  falling  to  the 
extent  they  ought  to  do,  according  to  all  the  rules  of  evaporation.  Dar- 
ing the  year  they  vary  in  height  from  8  to  12  inches,  those  having  no 
outlets  varying,  as  they  should,  the  least. 

The  apparent  discrepancy,  it  is  thought,  may  be  accounted  for  from 
the  constant  infiltration  which  is  going  on  after  surface-drainage  has 
ceased. 

Lakes  and  ponds  occupy  the  depressions  of  a  country,  and  there  is 
necessarily  a  constant,  although  imperceptible,  draiuage  into  them  from 
the  adjacent  hi^h  ground ;  hence,  for  those  having  no  outlet,  the  yearly 
change  in  heigh!  may  be  considered  as  indicating  the  difference  between 
infiltration  and  evaporation. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  the  amount  heretofore  found  will  be 
decreased  by  the  mean  observed  yearly  fall  of  the  various  lakes^  to  wit, 
10  inches. 

16,000  acres  eovered  to  depth  of  10  inches  =  17-f  water- prisms^ 
64,000  acres  covered  to  depth  of  7^  iDches  =  45^  water-prisms. 

Total 62i  prisms. 

Correcting  421.46,  the  number  of  prisms  previously  found,  by  62.5,  there 
is  left  for  the  annual  supply  expected  from  the  lakes,  &c.,  358.96  prisms. 

SUPPLY  FROM  INFILTRATION. 

This  is  a  scarce  of  supply  which  can  occur  only  in  few  soils,  and  thai  ^ 

when  it  is  of  a  rather  porous  nature,  similar  to  the  one  under  considera- 
tion. 

In  all  the  investigations  connected  with  a  canal  across  Florida,  this 
source  has  been  borne  in  mind  by  the  various  engineers,  and  in  1829  and 
1830  rather  extensive  experiments  were  made  to  ascertain  what  supply 
could  be  obtained  from  it. 

These  experiments  being  longer  continued,  and  rather  numerous,  are 
more  reliable  than  any  made  before  or  since,  and  will  be  made  use  of  in 
the  conclusions  that  follow. 

Infiltration  presupposes  that  the  water  which  is  leaving  the  surface 
and  penetrating  the  earth  is  still  above  the  excavation  sapplied  by  it. 

If  water  kept  its  level  under  as  well  as  above  ground,  then  infiltration 
would  continue  until  the  entire  body  of  water  in  the  soil  had  sunk  below 
the  water-line  of  the  canal.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case,  since  both 
friction  and  capillary  attraction  oppose  its  free  flow.  To  what  extent 
lateral  filtration  is  modified  by  these  two  forces,  will  depend  upon  soil 
and  temperature.  The  penetrating  power  of  water  is  very  great,  since 
it  is  found  at  all  explored  depths ;  it  also  finds  its  way  through  the  most 
durable  and  compact  masonry.  Infiltration  will  necessarily  be  much 
greater  in  a  flat  country,  like  Florida,  than  in  a  broken  one,  where  drain- 
age is  rapid.  Extensive  swamps  and  few  streams  are  found  in  the  for- 
mer ;  numerous  streams  and  few  or  no  swamps  in  the  latter.  To  obtain 
the  amount  which  will  appear,  I  have  taken  for  data  experiments  made 
in  the  valley  of  the  Santa  F6,  Florida,  in  1831,  with  a  view  to  determin- 
ing this  question. 

The  character  of  the  soil  where  they  were  made,  and  the  depth  below 
surface  at  which  infiltration  commenced,  correspond  so  exactly  with 
what  was  found  on  the  summit-level  of  the  present  survey,  that  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  applying  the  results  to  the  case  under  consideration. 
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The  experiments  were  condacted  as  follows:  Shafts  were  sank  to 
depths  varying  from  20  to  30  feet ;  they  were  pamped  dry,  then  allowed 
to  fill,  the  rise  of  water  being  noted  at  intervals  nntil  there  was  no  change. 
Knowing  the  capacity  of  the  shaft,  and  the  area  of  sides  and  bottom, 
the  rate  of  infiltration  per  second  per  square  foot  of  filtrating  surface  be- 
came knowni    The  mean  of  the  experiments  give  a  rate  as  tbllows  : 

A  filtrating  surface  of  one  gquare  foot  yields  jpar  honr  0.75  cubic  foot  of 
water. 

The  question  next  arises,  how  long  may  this  rate  of  infiltration  be  ex- 
pected to  continue  t 

In  answer,  the  continuation  of  the  observations  is  stated. 

When  the  first  experiments  were  made,  the  water  rose  in  the  shafts 
to  within  5  feet  of  surface  ground ;  this  was  in  June.  It  continued  at 
this  height  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  September,  October, 
and  into  I^ovember,  except  portions  of  July  and  August,  when  the 
water  rose  about  one  foot  higher  in  the  shaft. 

If  it  is  admitted  that  infiltration  will  continue  the  same  under  like 
circumstances,  then  at  any  time  during  the  months  named  its  rate 
would  have  been  found  as  has  been  stated. 

From  the  above  the  following  point  is  considered  as  established,  to 
wit,  that  the  water  does  not  pass  beyond  the  reach  of  a  cut  of  5  feet  or 
more  in  depth,  by  sinking  into  the  earth  during  four  months  of  the  year. 

How  long  the  rate  of  infiltration  would  continue  when  the  water  is 
passed  off  as  supplied)  can  only  be  arrived  at  from  experiments  having 
this  question  more  directly  in  view  than  the  ones  mentioned  above. 
Something  similar  to  what  is  desired  took  place,  however,  while  the 
shafts  were  being  dug,  which  will  be  stated. 

It  was  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  them  free  of  water,  to  make  con- 
tinnoQS  use  of  the  pumps  while  the  men  were  digging.  The  operation  of 
sinking  one  shaft  was  carried  on  during  sixty  days,  and  out  of  this 
number  there  appeared  to  have  been  twenty-nine  working-days. 

The  shaft  was  found  filled  every  morning  to  within  from  4^  to  5  feet 
of  the  surface,  and  required  pumping  out  before  the  day's  work  could  be 
commenced.  The  officer  in  charge  estimated  that,  during  a  working- 
day  of  eleven  and  a  half  hours,  the  quantity  of  water  thrown  out  by  the 
pomp  was  equal  to  nearly  twelve  times  the  capacity  of  the  shaft,  or  at 
a  rate  of  1.2  cubic  feet  per  hour  per  square  foot  of  filtering  surface. 

Although  any  precise  amount  that  may  be  fixed  upon  must  be  left  to 
the  judgment  of  the  individual,  still  this  may  be  safely  stated — that,  for 
all  depths  greater  than  5  feet,  the  gain  by  infiltration  will  exceed  the  loss 
by  filtration  ;  and  from  the  observations  made  at  the  shafts,  this  excess 
will  continue  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  September,  October, 
and  November ;  and  from  my  own  observations  I  am  able  to  add  the 
three  ensuing  months — December,  January,  and  February — making  in 
all  eight  months  of  the  twelve  that  this  source  can  be  relied  on.  After 
February  streams  become  sensibly  diminished,  ponds  and  surface-water 
generally  disappear,  and  the  country  remains  dry  until  the  rains  set  in, 
which  is  usually  in  June  at  latest. 

The  summit-level  established  on  the  present  line  of  survey  has  a 
length,  in  even  numbers,  of  21  miles.  Nineteen  miles  of  tliis  will 
be  in  excavation,  bringing  the  surface  of  water  in  canal  below  the 
line  where  filtration  commenced,  which  is  6  feet  from  surface. 

Inasmuch  as  the  observations  upon  the  shafts  extended  through  a 
period  of  five  months,  and  out  of  this  time  infiltration  was  noted  during 
but  two  months,  if  only  two-fifths  of  the  infiltration  found  is  considered, 
the  amount  deduced  ought  to  be  unobjectionable. 
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At  the  rate  of  0.75  cubic  foot  per  hour  per  square  foot  of  fiUeriDg 
surface,  2+  summit  water-prisms  would  be  supplied  every  twenty-four 
hours,  or  480-f  prisms  for  the  eight  mouths,  two-fifths  of  which  is  192 
SMmmit-level  tcater-j^risms  due  to  infiltration. 

lu  deducing  the  above  quantity,  infiltration  is  considered  as  taking 
place  only  from  surface  above  water-line  of  canal. 

The  amount  avaihible  yearly  for  the  use  of  the  canal  can  be  thus 
stated : 

Svnmit-priaroa. 

Yearly  supply  from  rains  that  can  be  made  available 368. 96 

Supply  from  infiltration ^ 192.  Oi) 

Total -^ 560.96 

Tbe  total  requirements  of  canal  were  found  to  be,  yearly 119.56 

Excesd  of  supply  beyond  requirements,  yearly 441.40 

The  amount  available  for  one  year  is  as  follows : 

Bammit^prlama 

Ou  hand  in  lakes,  &e 225.00 

Yearly  available  supply  from  rains «.^ 366.96 

Supply  from  infiltration 192.00 

Total .' 7a5.96 

Yearly  demand ^ 119.56 

Excess  for  one  year 666.40 

With  a  view  of  embracing,  practically,  the  entire  subject  as  far  as 
connected  with  the  present  Lines  of  survey,  tbe  requirements  of  a  canal 
12  feet  in  depth  are  given  and  compared  with  the  supply  of  wat^^r  at  com- 
mand. The  depth  of  12  feet  is  assumed,  for  the  reason  that  if  Tampa 
is  taken  for  one  terminus,  and  the  river  Saint  John's  used,  12  feet  is  the 
utmost  capacity  of  that  river  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ocklawaha.  If 
any  point  on  the  coast  north  of  Tampa  is  taken  for  the  terminus,  then 
the  harbors  themselves,  by  their  bars,  present  12  feet  as  a  limit. 

The  main  expenditures  of  water  result  from  lockage  and  leakage  at 
lock-gates.  Filtration  will  not  be  considered,  but  an  excess  of  infiltra- 
tion taken  as  a  positive  supply. 

T  propose  to  consider  the  locks  as  having  the  same  length  and  width 
as  those  on  the  Saint  Lawrence  Canal,  viz :  200  feet  from  miter  to  miter, 
width  of  45  feet  in  the  clear,  with  a  lift  of  8  feet. 

Applying  the  numbers  heretofore  fouud,  and  keeping  the  same  unit 
of  measure — that  is,  summit-prism,  with  first  dimensions  given — ^the 
annual  requirements  will  be — 

For  leakage  at  lock-gates 7. 70  prisms. 

For  lockage,  about 668.00       •* 

For  evaporation 3.00       " 

Reqairements 678.70       '< 

AinooDt  dne  to  iDfiltration 192. 00  prisms. 

Yearly  supply  from  rain 368.96       ** 

Total  yearly  supply 560. 96  summit-prisms. 

678.70 

Deficiency 117.74 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  great  expenditure  appearing  in  the  cal 
culation  is  from  lockage.  The  deficiency  of  117.74  prisms  may  be 
avoided  in  two  ways : 

1st.  By  the  construction  of  double  locks. 
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2d.  By  decreasing  the  lift  of  the  single  locks  from  8  to  6  feet.  The 
calculations  showing  this  can  be  readily  followed  out  from  data  given, 
and  are  not  inserted. 

Of  the  two  methods  proposed  above,  that  of  double  locks  would  be 
preferable ;  for  while  economizing  water  similar  to  the  decrease  of  lift, 
in  case  of  crowded  business  on  the  canal,  it  would  double  the  facilities 
for  passing  from  one  level  to  another. 

In  view  of  the  above,  it  is  considered  that  a  supply  adequate  to  a 
canal  having  a  depth  of  12  feet  and  locks  of  the  supposed  dimensions 
has  been  shown. 

CONNECTION  WITH  THE  GUI^. 

In  determining  upon  the  proper  terminus  for  the  canal  at  Tampa,  the 
bay  was  approached  by  two  different  lines,  as  suggested  in  yovir  instruc- 
tions ;  one  terminating  at  the  deep  water  of  the  river  Manitee,  the  sec- 
ond at  the  deep  water  of  Hillsboro  Bay. 

LINE  TO  THE  MANITEE. 

This  line  separates  from  the  one  to  Hillsboro  Bay  at  a  creek  known 
as  ^'  Fox  Branch,"  and  does  not  vary  in  the  generally  favorable  char- 
acter of  the  country  passsd  over  until  it  touches  the  streams  flowing 
north  into  Tampa  Bay,  viz:  the  Alafi4,  Bullfrog,  Little  and  Great  Man- 
itee Rivers. 

These  streams  are  in  general  parallel  with  each  other,  and  crossed  by 
the  line  nearly  at  right  angles;  hence,  after  getting  abreast  of  the  head 
of  Hillsboro  Bay,  the  profile  of  the  line  presents  a  succession  of  swells 
and  depressions  throughout  its  remaining  length;  the  swells  forming 
the  divides  of  the  streams  mentioned,  and  the  depressions  the  valleys 
of  the  streams  themselves.  This  feature  of  the  line  is  unfavorable,  tor 
it  involves  two  important  facts  in  the  actual  construction  of  the  canal : 
1st.  Aqueducts  and  embankments  to  cross  each  stream;  2d.  Considera- 
ble excavation  to  pass  the  ridges  dividing  the  streams.  After  reaohing 
the  Great  Manitee,  the  following  objection  is  still  encountered:  The 
depth  of  water  over  the  bar  at  its  mouth  is  only  9  feet,  less  than  might 
be  required  by  vessels  which  would  enter  the  bay ;  and  there  is  no  pro- 
tected anchorage  near  except  in  the  river.  In  general,  by  terminating 
at  the  Great  Manitee,  the  canal  would  be  increased  in  length,  the  cost 
of  construction  greater,  and  communication  with  the  Gulf  less  perfect 
and  more  exposed  than  the  character  of  the  bay  requires. 

XJNE  TO  THE  HILLSBOBO. 

From  Fox  Branch  this  line  continues  in  a  direct  course  for  the  valley 
of  the  HiUsboro,  which,  when  struck,  is  followed  to  a  point  near  Hig- 
ler's  Bridge,  where  it  is  proposed  the  river  itself  shall  be  entered  and 
made  use  of  to  near  its  mouth. 

To  make  the  connection  between  the  bay  and  canal  as  perfect  and 
rapid  as  practicable,  the  latter  should  evidently  terminate  at  some 
point  susceptible  of  being  reached  by  all  vessels  trading  in  the  bay, 
affording  secure  anchorage^  also  where  the  required  depth  of  water 
approaches  near  shore.  This  point  is  indicated  by  the  natural  anchor- 
age of  the  bay  near  ^^  Ballast  Point,"  3^  miles  from  the  month  of  the 
Hillsboro,  and  has  been  selected  as  more  nearly  than  any  other  fulfill- 
ing the  desired  conditions. 

The  manner  of  uniting  with  the  bay  is  more  particularly  as  follows : 
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The  canal  is  designed  to  enter  the  Hillsboro  about  4  miles  above  the 
town  of  Tampa,  and  the  river  is  then  used  as  far  as  the  mouth.  Start- 
ing just  inside  the  bar,  the  canal  leaves  the  river,  following  the  low 
ground  near  the  shore  until  it  debouches  into  the  bay  at  the  anchorage 
near  ^<  Ballast  Point."  Between  the  month  of  the  Hillsboro  and 
Ballast  Point  it  is  proposed  that  the  canal  shall  be  of  sufficient  depth 
and  width  to  allow  of  all  vessels  ascending  to  the  town  of  Tampa  and 
meeting  the  boats  in  the  river,  instead  of  the  boats  proceeding  to  them 
in  the  bay,  a  position  at  times  somewhat  exposed. 

The  advantage  of  this  is  considered  of  a  twofold  nature :  1st,  it  pre- 
sents an  extensive  water-front  for  trade,  and  a  harbor  in  which  com* 
mnnication  between  seagoing  vessels  and  those  trading  on  the  canal 
will  always  continue  uninterrupted ;  2d,  it  will  in  point  of  fact  place 
the  wharves  of  Tampa  upon  the  deep  water  of  the  bay,  and  thus  be  of 
very  important  advantage  to  the  town  itself.  This  work,  it  is  conceived, 
presents  no  obstacle  in  construction,  as  two  locks  each,  with  double 
gates — one  at  the  point  where  the  canal  leaves  the  river,  the  other 
where  it  enters  the  bay — would  enable  vessels  to  pass  in  and  out  under 
all  possible  circumstances  of  tide,  &c. 

The  objection  to  communicating  with  the  ship-anchorage  through 
the  mouth  of  the  river  and  by  the  bay  is  deemed  to  be  twofold :  first, 
the  required  depth  of  6  feet  could  not  be  taken  over  the  bar  of  the 
river  with  any  certainty  except  at  high  tide;  second,  during  the 
prevalence  of  storms  transit  boats  probably  would  not  be  able  to 
descend  to  the  anchorage  at  all;  hence  the  communication  between 
canal  and  bay  would  always  be  imperfect,  and  at  times  wholly  inter- 
rupted. 

The  line  of  canal  found  practicable  and  recommended  as  proper  to 
connect  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Saint  John's  with  Tampa  Bay  is  as 
follows:  Starting  from  the  Saint  John's  at  the  mouth  of  Weekivah 
Greek,  the  valley  of  this  stream  is  followed  up  until  near  its  head,  then 
as  direct  a  course  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  will  admit  of  is  taken 
to  the  low  depression  of  sand-hills  which  form  the  crest  of  the  summit 
divide  of  the  interior ;  from  thence  the  course  is  direct  for  the  valley 
of  the  Hillsboro,  which  is  followed  until  the  depth  of  water  in  the  river 
is  sufficient  and  its  course  direct  enough  to  render  it  proi>er  for  the 
canal  to  enter  it.  This  point  is  decided  to  be  near  Higler's  Bridge, 
some  6  miles  from  Fort  Brooke.  Leaving  the  river  as  it  enters  the  head 
of  the  bay,  the  western  shore  of  the  bay  is  followed  to  the  terminus 
near  Ballast  Point. 

ESTIMATE  OF  COST  OF  CONSTRUCTION. 

In  making  out  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  work,  the  location  of 
which  is  not  absolutely  fixed,  the  profiles,  plans,  and  details  of  construc- 
tion essential  to  a  minute  statement  of  items  making  up  the  cost  are 
necessarily  wanting. 

The  case  nnder  consideration  is  such  a  one;  the  survey  has  shown 
the  practicability  of  a  canal  across  the  peninsula,  and  pointetl  out  the 
line  along  which  it  should  run  to  connect  the  points  indicated  in  the  in- 
structions ;  but  the  exact  cost  of  labor,  of  materials,  of  foundations  for 
locks,  hence  of  the  locks  themselves,  &c.,  cannot  be  stated  except  in 
general  terms,  until  the  works  are  actually  planned  upon  the  ground 
and  ready  to  be  commenced. 

In  the  amounts  which  follow,  prices  are  fixed  which  in  similar  works 
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correspond  to  known  co8t,  dae  allowance  being  made  for  a  perfect  and 
durable  style  of  finish. 

The  nature  of  the  entire  work  is  simple,  being,  with  two  exceptions, 
excavation  and  embankment,  having  locks  at  rather  regnlar  intervals, 
usually  single  and  never  more  than  a  flight  of  two,  separating  adjoining 
levels. 

The  exceptions  mentioned  are  at  the  crossings  of  Reedy  and  Hitch- 
apocasassa  Creeks.  At  the  first,  the  bottom  of  the  canal  passes  5  feet 
above  the  ordinary  water-line  of  the  creek,  and  an  aqueduct  crossing 
it  should  leave  a  water-way  to  the  stream  of  50  feet  in  width  ;  the  em- 
bankment approaching  and  leaving  it  will  have  a  total  length  of  t500 
yards,  and  an  average  height  of  12  feet.  As  the  reach  passing  this 
stream  is  a  long  one,  it  is  desirable  that  works  should  be  constructed 
for  making  the  stream  a  feeder  to  the  canal.  A  dam  thrown  across  it  a 
short  distance  above  the  point  of  crossing,  with  gates  for  retaining  or 
drawing  off  the  water  and  a  feeder  leading  to  the  canal,  will,  together 
with  the  aqueduct  and  embankment,  comprise  the  exceptional  works 
Indicated  at  Keedy  Creek. 

At  Hitchapocasassa  it  is  not  thought  necessary  to  turn  the  water  into 
the  canal,  the  bottom  line  of  which  passes  7  feet  above  the  ordinary 
surface  of  the  stream ;  a  water-way  of  75  feet  in  width  should  be  given 
to  the  stream. 

EXCAVATION  AND  EMBANKMENT. 

The  calculation  for  this  is  made  on  the  supposition  that  one  man  can 
dig  and  throw  into  a  wheelbarrow  or  cart  15  cubic  yards  in  a  working 
day  of  ten  hours ;  that  another  man  can  wheel  on  a  level  the  same 
amount  during  the  same  time  a  distance  of  40  yards;  when  the  dis- 
tance exceeds  40  yards  the  price  must  be  increased  in  proportion;  that 
a  horse  and  cart  can  transport  a  like  amount  a  distance  of  1,000  feet  in 
ten  hours,  or  half  the  amount  a  distance  of  2,000  feet  in  the  same  time 
up  an  ascent  of  1  in  20. 

The  labor  of  a  man  is  taken  at  $30  per  month ;  cost  of  boarding  him 
at  $6  per  month.    The  labor  of  a  horse  and  cart  is  valued  at  $lper  day. 

There  are  six  days  to  be  deducted  from  the  month,  four  Sundays  and 
two  rainy  days,  as  lost  time. 

The  24  working  days  of  a  month  will  cost  for  a  man  $36,  and  for  a 
horse,  cart,  and  driver,  $66.  Taking  the  total  amount  of  excavation 
along  line  of  canal  and  arranging  it  according  to  cost  per  cubic  yard 
of  digging  and  hauling,  we  have  the  following : 

ExcavatioD  of  1,445^314  cubic  yards  common  earth,  at  42  cents $607,031  88 

Excavation  of  1,031,968  onbio  yards  common  earth,  at  26  cents 268, 311  68 

Excavation  of  669,141  cubic  yards  common  earth,  at  22  cents 157,211  02 

Excavation  of  5,510,761  cnbic  yards  common  earth,  at  18  cents 991, 936  98 

Excavation  of  2,086,764  cubic  yards  common  earth,  at  16  cents 383, 382  24 

Excavation  of  1,135,200  cubic  yards  common  earth,  at  14  cents 158, 928  00 

Total  for  excavation 2,567,301  60 

LOCKS. 

The  total  elevation  to  be  overcome  in  passing  from  the  headwaters  of 
the  Saint  John's  to  the  summit-level  of  the  canal  as  established,  is  107  feet, 
measured  from  the  surface  of  the  water  in  each.  From  Hillsborough 
Biver  to  summit-level,  the  elevation  to  be  overcome  is  119  feet;  the  locks 
are  supposed  to  have  a  lift  of  8  feet ;  this  will  give  14  between  Saint 
John's  and  summit,  (the  surplus  (4  feet]  occurring  at  Saint  John's  to 
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allow  for  lowest  stage  of  the  river,)  and  15  between  the  snmmit  and 
Hillsborough  River.  Adding  the  two  necessary  at  the  bay — one  where 
the  canal  leaves  the  river  near  its  mouth,  the  other  where  it  terminates 
at  Ballast  Point — we  find  the  total  number  of  locks  required  by  the 
work  to  be  thirty-one. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  one  lock,  the  bottom  and  side- walls  of  the 
chamber,  head  and  tail  bays,  are  supposed  to  be  faced  with  granite 
brought  from  northern  quarries ;  other  materials  from  the  vicinity,  dis- 
tance not  exceeding  10  miles;  dimensions,  as  given  in  instructions,  110 
by  16  feet  in  the  clear.  The  calculation  makes  the  cost  between  $24,000 
and  125,000;  the  last  amount  is  taken. 

Thirty-one  locks,  at  f25,000 |775,000  00 

Aqnedoct,  dam,  waste- weir,  and  gates,  at  the  eroesing  of  Reedy  Creek.. .  lib,  000  00 
Aqueduct  at  crossiog  of  Hitchapocasassa — stone  quarried  on  the  spot ....      20, 000  00 

WASTE -WEIRS. 

The  number  and  size  of  these  will  be  r^ulated  by  the  number  of  small 
streams  intersected  by  and  received  into  the  canal,  and  should  be 
equal  to  keeping  up  as  rapid  a  drainage  of  country,  during  periods 
of  unusual  rains,  as  now  exists  by  means  of  the  streams  themselves. 
The  number  required  along  the  entire  line  will  be  about  35,  and  need 
not  vary  materially  in  size;  the  average  quantity  of  masonry  in  each 
would  be  about — 

45  cubic  yards,  which  at  $14  per  cubic  yard ......      $6^  00 

35  waate-weirs,  at  $630,  say 22,050  00 

FEEDSR. 

Until  a  more  extensive  survey  has  been  made,  the  precise  length  in 
yards  of  feeders  required  cannot  be  given.  In  speaking  of  the  quantity 
of  water  that  could  be  supplied  to  the  «tummit-level,  it  was  stated 
that  seven  miles  of  cutting  would  connect  the  entire  series  of  lakes  and 
swamps  to  be  made  use  of.  Not  to  underestimate,  the  total  length  of 
cutting  for  feeders  will  be  estimated  at  10  miles. 

The  feeder  is  supposed  to  be  28  feet  wide  at  bottom  and  6  feet  deep 

Excavation  of  469,211  cubic  yards  of  earth,  at  16  ceuts $75,073  60 

Clearing  ten  miles,  at$500 5,000  00 

Ten  gates  for  regulating  supply,  at  $1,000 10,000  00 

Total  for  feeders 90,073  60 

OBUBBINa  AND  CLEABINa  OF  MAIN  LIKE. 

In  consequence  of  the  numerous  small  cypress-swamps  cut  through 
by  the  line,  the  expense  of  this  will  be  higher  than  if  the  country  was 
more  open. 
Grubbing  and  clearing  107.33  miles,  at  $300 $32, 199  CO 

BETAlNINChWALLS. 

In  consequence  of  the  sandy  nature  of  the  soil  where  the  line  of 
canal  cuts  the  dividing-ridge  near  Hawk  Greek,  and  the  depth  of  the 
cutting  required  to  pass  it,  it  is  believed  the  sides  of  the  canal  will  need 
an  artificial  support  to  resist  the  tendency  to  fill  in  arising  from  infil- 
tration ;  the  total  distance  requiring  such  support  has  been  estimated 
at  2,867  yards. 

There  were  no  indications  of  rock  found  nearer  to  this  point  than  12 
miles  on  the  Withlacooche,  in  a  northwest  direction.  Assuming  that 
the  stone  requires  transportation  for  this  distance,  the  cost  of  revetment 
or  supporting- walls  per  linear  yard  will  be  about  $18;  the  2,867  yards, 
at  $18,  will  amount  to  $51,606. 
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The  expense  of  these  walls  woald  be  saved  in  part,  from  the  fact  that 
being  vertical,  or  nearly  so,  the  cross-section  of  the  open  cut  would  be 
much  diminished,  hence  the  estimate  for  excavation  lessened ;  but  In 
consideration  of  there  necessarily  arising  many  contingent  expenses  in 
the  execution  of  a  work  which  cannot  appear  in  an  original  estimate,  it 
is  preferred  that  the  above  amount  stand  as  an  additional  item  and  dis- 
connected from  others. 

CLEARING  AND  PREPARING  BANKS  OF  HILLSBOROUGH  RIVER. 

To  prepare  this  river  to  serve  as  a  continuation  of  the  canal,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  clear,  smooth,  and  level  the  banks,  in  some  places  fill 
in  and  flag,  in  others  cut  away,  in  order  to  prepare  a  tow-path ;  in 
general,  however,  the  banks  will  require  comparatively  little  work,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  $4,000  per  mile  will  be  sufficient. 
7f  miles,  at  $4,000 $30,500  00 

ISo  item  is  inserted  for  ramming  and  dressing  embankments,  as  it  is 
considered  far  better  to  transport  over  it,  and  this  can  usually  be  done. 

SX7MMART  OF  ESTIMATE. 

Excavation  and  embankment f2,5^,301  80 

Locks 775,000  00 

Aqnedncta 55,000  00 

Waste-weirs 22,050  00 

Feeders 90,073  00 

Retaiuing-walls 51,006  00 

Clearing  and  grubbing 32,199  00 

Hillsborough  River 30,500  00 

Total 3,6'A729  80 

Add  2  per  cent,  for  wear  and  breakage  of  tools 72, 474  58 

Grand  total 3,695,204  38 

Tbe  line  across  the  peninsula  is  naturally  divided  into  four  divisions, 
as  follows :  Starting  from  the  Saint  John's, division  No.  1  extends  to  the 
last  of  the  series  of  locks  necessary  to  ascend  the  valley  of  the  Wee- 
kivah. 

Division  "So.  2  consists  of  the  long  level  stretching  from  Lake  Wee- 
kivah,  and  terminates  at  the  summit-level. 

Division  No.  3  is  summit-level. 

Division  No.  4,  the  line  between  summit-level  and  Tampa  Bay. 

The  cost  of  construction  will  be  distributed  according  to  estimate,  as 
follows : 

Division  No.  1, 17  miles,  880  yards  in  length,  and  10  looks $513, 205  70 

Division  No.  2,  28  miles,  1,053  yards  in  length,  and  4  locks 504, 7U3  36 

Division  No.  3,  21  miles,  473  yards  in  length 1,671,294  96 

Division  No.  4,  46  miles,  1,707  yards  in  length,  and  17  locks 994, 208  34 

Having  embodied  the  results  of  the  survey  connected  with  the  line  in 
the  foregoing  remarks  and  estimates,  I  will  refer  briefly  to  a  line  run  to 
the.  Ocklawaha  River,  and  connecting  with  the  one  to  Tampa. 

A  line  of  canal  across  Florida,  to  be  most  valuable  to  commerce,  evi- 
dently should  take  as  direct  a  course  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Gulf  as 
practicable.  To  ascend  the  Saint  John's  to  near  its  headwaters,  and 
then  cross  to  Tampa,  is  undoubtedly  circuitous  as  a  line  of  communica- 
tion to  avoid  the  straits  of  Florida,  and  the  depth  of  water  in  the  upper 
Haint  John's  is  such  as  limits  navigation  to  boats  of  light  draught.  It 
would,  unquestionably,  be  better  to  connect  the  canal  with  the  lower 
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portion  of  the  river,  at  some  point  to  which  the  depth  of  water  carried  over 
its  bar  can  be  brought ;  more  especially  so  if  distance,  at  the  same  time, 
is  saved.  With  the  above  in  view,  also,  agreeably  to  your  instraction 
directing  any  lines  to  be  examined  that  might  be  deemed  favorable,  the 
sarvey  was  carried  from  a  point  of  the  first  line  known  on  the  map  as 
Fox  Branch,  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Ocklawaha  Biver. 

Supposing  the  canal  to  reach  the  Saint  John's  from  Tampa,  by  con- 
tinuing down  the  valley  of  the  Ocklawaha,  this  route  may  be  compared 
with  the  first,  in  a  few  words,  as  follows: 

The  summitlevel  will  be  18  feet  lower;  it  has  the  same  sources  of 
supply,  and  nnmerons  lakes  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Withlacoochee 
additional. 

The  length  of  the  canal  to  be  constructed  will  be  increased  some  50 
miles,  and  the  transit  across  the  peninsula  shortened  by  about  20 
miles. 

The  expense  of  construction  will  be  less  in  proportion  to  distance, 
since  the  sandridge  cut  by  the  summit-level  of  the  first  line  is  in  this 
not  met  with.  The  fact  of  avoiding  the  sand-ridge,  also  being  able  to 
establish  the  summit-level  lower,  will  decrease  the  estimate  for  con- 
struction about  $750,000  for  an  equal  number  of  miles.  Tbis  will  make 
the  entire  cost  of  the  Ocklawaha  route  about  $400,000  more  than  the 
first  liue,  dimensions  of  the  two  being  the  same. 

Taking  up  the  data  for  supply  of  water  already  used,  it  can  be  easily 
shown  that  there  is  an  abundance  for  a  canal  having  a  depth  of  12 
feet,  and  it  is  with  a  view  to  such  a  depth  being  desirable  for  the  canal 
that  the  Ocklawaha  route  becomes  of  interest;  its  junction  with  the 
Saint  John's  would  be  near  Pilatka,  up  to  which  point  10  to  11  feet  can 
be  carried.  That  such  a  depth  is  essential  to  the  undertaking  of  the 
work  as  a  national  object,  seems  pretty  evident,  for  without  it  there 
would  be  two  extra  transshipments,  together  with  time,  labor,  and  conse- 
quent expense  attending  it.  But,  could  vessels  carrying  on  the  coast- 
ing trade  have 'a  channel  leading  to  the  Oulf  presented  to  them  abso- 
lutely free  from  the  dangers  incident  to  the  navigation  through  the 
Straits  of  Florida,  entailing  no  expense  incident  to  a  double  handling 
of  cargo,  and  by  means  of  which  the  time  of  their  arrival  in  tbe  Gulf 
could  be  calculated  with  certainty,  this  time,  too,  being  less  than  a 
voyage  around  Florida  requires,  it  is  believed  that  then,  and  only  then, 
the  elemeuts  of  a  successful  line  of  water-transit  are  shown. 

If  the  river  Saint  John's  had  the  requisite  depth  up  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Weekivah,  then  would  the  first  be  a  more  favorable  line  than  the  second, 
as  i^gards  original  cost  of  construction  ;  there  is  water  enough  to  sup- 
ply the  summit-level  on  either  line,  should  the  canal  have  a  depth  of 
12  feet. 

The  points  of  the  river  presenting  the  shoal  water  are  as  follows : 
Kear  the  mouth  of  the  Ocklawaha  the  depth  shoals  to  10  feet ;  the  out- 
let of  Lake  George  has  only  9  feet,  and  this  general  depth  continues 
for  some  3  miles.  The  inlet  of  Lake  George  has  on  its  bar,  ordi- 
narily, 6^  feet ;  rains  will  increase  and  wind  may  lessen  this  depth ; 
beyond  this,  the  river  has  a  depth  varying  from  15  to  20  feet,  up. to 
Lake  Monroe ;  outlet  of  Lake  Monroe,  scant  5  feet  The  bars  at  the 
entrances  to  the  different  lakes  are  permanent  obstacles,  unless  con- 
stantly being  improved ;  the  expense  attending  such  improvement 
would,  doubtless,  make  the  Ocklawaha  much  the  cheaper  route  in  tbe 
end,  and  the  line  in  this  case  would  pass  near  to  and  through  a  much 
more  fertile  and  important  part  of  the  State  than  if  starting  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Weekivah. 
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The  conclusion  in  reference  to  the  tvro  routes  is  this  :  If  a  depth  of 
only  6  feet  is  given  to  the  canal,  then  the  first  line  is  preferable ;  if  the 
entire  depth  of  water  available  in  the  Lower  Saint  John's  is  desirable 
to  be  carried  across  the  peninsula,  then  the  second  or  Ocklawaha  route 
is  preferable.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  both  are  practicable,  and 
can  have  a  full  supply  of  water. 

I  take  occasion  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that  the  map  shows  a 
rather  favorable  line,  starting  from  the  harbor  of  Crystal  Biver,  and 
striking  the  Saint  John's  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ocklawaha.  How  favor- 
able the  ridge  dividing  the  Withlacoochee  and  Ocklawaha  Bivers  may 
be  for  crossing  is  not  known ;  but,  before  deciding  upon  any  line  as  the 
best  for  crossing  the  peninsula,  this  one  should  be  examined ;  want  of 
funds  prevented  this  being  done  by  myself. 

•  •**•*• 

The  main  objections  to  the  work  are  the  two  following : 

1st.  The  line  of  transit  embraced  in  present  surveys  is  too  circuitous. 

2d.  The  depth  of  water  (limited  by  the  Saint  John's  and  by  the  har- 
bors on  the  western  coast  to  11  and  12  feet)  is  not  as  great  as  is  desirable 
for  an  important  ship-canal. 

The  Saint  John's  above  its  bar  could  be  deepened ;  but,  in  that  event, 
the  terminus  on  the  eastern  side  (canal  having  a  greater  depth  than 
mentioned)  would  be  the  mouth  of  the  Saint  Mary's,  and  would  involve 
the  necessity  of  deepening  the  inland  passage  between  the  Saint  John's 
and  Saint  Mary's. 

Saint  Mary's,  or  Fernandina  Harbor,  is  the  natural  terminus  for  any 
canal  connecting  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf,  for  it  is  the  last  port  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  capable  of  admitting  vessels  drawing  more  than  about 
ten  feet;  hence  the  only  point  where  trade  would  center  oh  its  way 
eastward,  and  be  met  by  vessels  for  distribution  to  home  and  foreign 
markets. 

In  conducing  this  report,  the  attention  of  the  Colonel  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers  is  respectfully  called  to  the  subject  of  the  practicability 
of  a  ship-canal  across  Florida  as  it  now  rests.  There  are  at  least  four 
lines  across  the  peninsula  which  should  be  surveyed  before  any  one  <*«an 
be  decided  upon  as  preferable  to  the  others ;  two  of  these  lines  only 
have  been  run,  and  either  one  of  the  two  remaining,  if  found  favorable, 
would  be  preferred  to  those  reported  upon ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  being 
nearer  the.  base  of  the  peninsula,  there  would  be  less  deviation  from 
the  general  line  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coast — hence  a  decrease  of  the 
length  of  water-communication  from  south  to  north ;  next,  the  line  of 
canal  would  be  more  direct,  and  would  run  across  Florida  at  about  its 
narrowest  point. 

In  view  of  the  above,  it  is  respectfully  urged  that  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  continuing  the  Florida  Canal  survey  be  recommended,  in 
order  that  the  subject  may  be  fully  and  completely  discussed,  and  leave 
no  unexamined  points  for  future  doubt. 

It  is  believed  that  $15,000  might,  if  economically  used,  enable  all 
desirable  information  to  be  obtained  j  $20,000  is,  however,  considered  a 
much  safer  amount  to  estimate  for,  and  is  the  sum  named  and  respect- 
fully urged  to  be  recommended  by  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  Smith, 
First  Lieutenant  Topographical  Engineers. 

Colonel  J.  J.  Abert. 
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APPENDIX  J. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  C.  W.  HOWELL,  CORPS  OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 
1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  Orleans^  La,y  September  30, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  traDsmit  herewith  the  annual  reports, 
for  the  jfiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  of  the  various  works  of  river 
and  harbor  improvements  under  my  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  HOVTELL, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


J  1. 

improvement  of  the  mouth  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AT  SOUTH- 
WEST PASS. 

The  work  was  conducted  throughout  the  year  in  the  same  manner  as 
during  previous  years. 

Even  with  the  relatively  increased  volume  of  discharge  through  South- 
west Pass,  which  has  marked  the  year,  and  the  positive  increase  in 
velocity  of  current,  suggesting  scour  of  banks  and  bottom  of  the  body 
of  the  pass,  with  increased  amount  of  deposit  on  its  bar,  (he  dredges 
have  been  able  to  maintain  a  more  uniform  depth  and  width  of  channel 
over  the  bar  than  has  been  reported  for  any  previous  year. 

While  this  channel  has  not  been  deep  enough  to  allow  the  largest  sea- 
going vessels  trading  with  New  Orleans  to  load  to  their  maximum 
draught,  it  has  yet,  by  careful  management  and  by  the  generally  con- 
sidered action  of  those  interested,  been  made  to  meet  the  necessities  of 
this  commerce  better  than  heretofore.  For  many  years  past  there  have 
been  notable  blockades  and  detentions,  resulting  in  great  losses  to  the 
vessels  detained. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  blockade  such  as  heretofore, 
and  no  very  serious  detention,  except  that  of  the  steamship  Alabama, 
of  360  hours,  caused  by  her  loading  to  the  excessive  draught  of  20  feet 
4  inches. 

As  a  portion  of  the  history  of  the  work,  a  tabular  statement  is  appeud- 
ed|  of  which  the  following  is  a  synopsis: 
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THE  ESSATONS. 

Late  in  December  last,  it  having  been  definitely  ascertained  that  for 
many  months  to  come  commerce  wonld  be  dependent  on  a  Southwest 
Pass  channel,  the  Essayons  was  placed  in  dock  for  the  general  repair 
contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress  appropriating  $100,000  for  that 
purpose.  ^^ti 

With  all  the  delay  incident  to  such  work  I  was  able  to  dispatch  the 
dredge-boat  as  good  as  new  to  South west»Pass  on  the  12th  of  June,  at 
whi€h  time  it  was  necessary  to  make  comparatively  slight  but  important 
repair  to  the  McAlester. 

The  repairs  to  the  Essayons  were  of  the  most  general  and  thorough 
description.  -They  were  estimated  before  commencing  them,  with  as 
great  care  as  possible,  at  $90,000.  The  total  cost  has  been  somewhat 
greater.  For  the  repair  of  hull  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  nearly 
one-half  of  the  top  futtocks  and  t^p  timbers  of  the  frame,  which  was 
found  badly  decayed  above  the  light-draught  line.  The  timbers  to  re- 
place these  are  of  clear  heart  cypress.  The  planking  stripped  off  to 
take  out  decayed  timbers  and  put  in  new,  was  also  replaced  by  cypress 
water-seasoned.  Stem  and  stern  posts  were  put  in  new ;  a  piece  was 
scarfed  on  after  end  of  keel,  which  was  so  wormed  as  not  to  properly 
hold  the  after  shoe.  This  shoe  was  given  two  additional  straps.  Nu- 
merous pieces  of  wormed  planking  near  the  keel,  where  the  copper  had 
been  rubbed  off,  were  replaced.  The  vessel  was  entirely  stripped  of 
copper,  and  this  replaced  by  heavy  composition.  The  ceiling  of  the 
hull,  necessarily  removed  to  repair  frames,  was  renewed.  The  upper 
deck  was  in  bad  condition,  especially  over  the  boilers,  and  was  partly 
renewed  and  the  remainder  repaired.  The  deck-houses  were  all  re- 
paired and  the  whole  vessel  newly  painted.  The  forward  shoe,  plow, 
and  rudder  were  nearly  worn  out  by  scouring,  and  were  repaired  by 
welding  on  new  pieces  and  partly  replacing  the  rudder  covering.  A 
new  deflector  tram-way  was  put  on,  the  old  one  being  badly  brushed  up 
and  further  injured  in  takiug  it  off.  The  deflector  had  been  badly 
jammed,  twisting  its  arms,  bending  tie-rods  and  buckling-bands  and 
plates.  This  was  thoroughly  repaired.  The  propeller-shafts  were  re- 
cased  and  their  sleeves  relined^  the  sockets  in  hab  of  excavator  had 
worn  so  much  as  to  give  the  blades  considerable  play.  These  were  trued 
up  and  new  blades  cast  to  fit  them. 

MACHINERY. 

New  cylinders  were  made  for  deflector  hoisting-engines  of  larger  di- 
ameter than  the  old  ones  to  take  steam  at  low  pressure  from  the  main 
boilers  and  facilitate  handling  of  the  deflector.  The  bolster  admidships^ 
which  was  quite  worn  out,  was  repaired. 

Piston-heads  of  main  engines  were  trued  up  and  repacked;  piston- 
rods  trued.  The  valve-gear,  which  was  much  worn,  fully  repaired.  The 
eccentrics  trued  and  new  eccentric-straps  made.  New  tubes  and  pack- 
ing were  put  In  condensers.  The  circulating  pumps  repaired  and  ad- 
ditional thrust-bearing  given  them.  Air,  feed,  and  bilge-pumps  were  re- 
paired, and  all  injection,  delivery,  and  connecting-valves  overhauled 
and  ground  in. 

BOILERS. 

The  boilers  were  in  very  bad  condition,  much  worse  than  could  have 
been  ascertained  before  moving  them  for  repair.    The  water-bottoms 
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were  nearly  gone  and  had  to  be  entirely  cat  off.  They  were  replaced  by 
water-legs  and  cast-iron  ash-pane  resting  on  a  thick  cement  flooring. 
A  large  number  of  sheets,  particularly  on  the  backs  and  tops  of  the 
boilers,  were  in  very  bad  condition,  due  in  part  to  the  impossibility,  for 
lack  of  space,  of  getting  at  them  to  scale  and  paint.  All  weak  sheets 
were  removed  and  new  iron  put  in.  All  tubes  were  taken  out  and  new 
ones  put  in.  The  boilers  were  covered  with  new  felting  and  sheet-lead. 
A  new  smoke-stack  was  provided,  the  old  one  having  rusted  throagh 
in  many  places  so  as  to  make  it  very  weak.  All  steam-pipes  and  other 
connections  were  necessarily  torn  up,  and  required  much  labor  for  their 
replacement. 

On  completion  of  repair  the  boiler  was  tested  to  60  pounds  cold  pres- 
sure with  very  satisfactory  result.  When  steam  was  first  given  the  en* 
gines,  but  four  leaks  were  found  in  connections,  although  these  have 
some  1,600  joints.  At  the  first  test  of  engines  not  hooked  on,  they  were 
found  1x>  work  perfectly — as  well,  if  not  better  than  ever  before.  When 
hooked  on  at  the  wharf  they  worked  equally  well,  and  without  the  usual 
precaution  of  a  trial-trip  the  vessel  steamed  down  the  river  and  re-com- 
menced  her  work  on  the  bar,  where,  without  trouble  from  her  machinery, 
she  has  since  been  working.  I  mention  this  that  due  praise  may  be  given 
Mr.  P.  B.  Sexton,  the  chief  steam-enginer  of  the  dredge-boats,  under 
whose  untiring  superintendence  such  an  exceptional  result  has  been 
obtained.  Equal  credit  is  due  to  Captain  C.  H.  Eiwell,  senior  master  of 
the  dredge-boats,  for  the  fidelity  and  excellent  judgment  with  which  he 
superintended  the  repair  of  hull.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  have  been 
connected  with  the  work  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  since  its  commence- 
ment in  1868. 

The  work  of  repair  was  conducted  as  follows : 

Dockage  and  demurrage  in  the  Louisiana  dry-dock  was  contracted  for 
at  the  same  prices  as  heretofore  paid  the  Marine  dry-dock.  The  Dock 
Gompany  furnished  timber,  oakum,  bolts,  spikes,  &c.,  and  labor,  at 
prices  verbally  agreed  upon  beforehand,  and  considerably  lower  than 
the  card-rates.  Bids  were  received  for  sheathing-metal,  and  contract 
given  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Bids  for  boiler- work  were  received,  and 
contract  given  to  the  lowest  bidder,  who  was  furnished  his  iron,  which 
was  also  purchased  of  the  lowest  bidder.  Felting  and  sheet-lead  were 
procured  in  the  same  way.  Boiler  and  condenser  tubes  and  packings 
were  purchased  from  the  manufacturer  in  New  York.  The  shop-work 
on  engines  and  machinery  was  done,  as  heretofore,  by  day's  work,  and 
at  fixed  prices  for  material.  The  mechanical  work  on  board  ship,  except 
for  boilers  and  plnmbing,  was  done  by  hired  labor,  under  the  direction 
of  the  steam-engineers  before  employed  on  the  vessel.  A  time-keeper 
on  the  ship  and  one  in  the  shop  kept  a  full  account  of  labor  and  material 
and  reported  weekly. 

{the  mcalesteb. 

Owing  to  delay  in  getting  the  Essayons  ready,  the  McAlester  was 
worked,  without  repair  of  her  shaft  casing  and  sleeves,  longer  than 
usual.  When  the  Essayons  was  ready  to  relieve  her,  she  was,  there- 
fore, immediately  brought  to  the  city,  placed  in  the  end  dock,  and  her 
shaft  and  sleeves,  with  plow,  shoe,  and  rudder,  which  had  been  broken 
loose  while  at  work,  were  sent  to  the  shop.  A  section  of  her  mud-keel 
had  also  been  carried  away,  and  iron  to  repair  it  was  sent  for.  Two 
piston-heads  of  main  engines,  which  required  truing,  were  also  sent  to 
the  shop.  Her  condenser-tubes  are  being  replaced  by  those  taken  from 
the  Essayons,  which  I  have  had  retinned  for  the  purpose.    Some  soft 
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patches  have  been  put  on  main  boilers.  Completion  of  work  is  only  de- 
layed by  trouble  in  getting  iron  plate^  of  the  dimensions  required  for 
mad-keel,  manufacturers  declining  to  make  special  size,  as  only  two 
sheets  are  required.    Eepair  will  soon  be  completed. 

THE  END  BOOK. 

This  is  in  good  eondition  and  has  done  excellent  service.  Up  to  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year  her  net  saving  to  the  work  has  been  $39,431  plus 
her  present  value.    I  consider  her  as  good  as  new. 

THE  OOAL-BARaE. 

This  vessel  has  been  employed  throughout  the  year  as  tender  to  the 
dredge  engaged  on  the  bar.  She  is  getting  old  and  very  weak,  and  has 
been  loaded  accordingly,  making  it  necessary  to  send  her  more  fre- 
quently to  the  city  for  coal. 

THE  STEAM-LAUNOH. 

This  has  been  employed  almost  continuously  throughout  the  year  on 
surveys.  When  not  otherwise  called  for,  she  has  been  used  by  the  in- 
spector of  the  South  Pass  jetty  work  in  prosecuting  surveys  at  that  pass. 
She  is  in  very  good  condition. 

SURVEYS. 

These  were  continued  at  intervals  until  late  in  April.  The  work  has 
all  been  plotted,  and  reports  of  assistants  will  be  completed  shortly, 
after  Lieutenant  Davis  can  be  for  a  time  spared  from  active  personal 
superintendence  of  the  work  at  Galveston. 

Copies  of  the  most  important  plots  and  tables  have  been  from  time  to 
time  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.^S.  A. 

It  is  desirable  to  rerun  some  of  the  deep-sea  lines  as  soon  as  the  river 
is  at  low- water  stage,  as  further  verification  of  the  facts  shown  by  pre- 
vious soundings. 

The  steam-launch,  and  at  times  the  reserve  dredge-boat,  have  been 
employed  on  this  duty. 

REGULATIONS. 

The  regulations  established  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  for  the  use 
of  the  channels  dredged  have  been  very  generally  observed,  and  have 
been  of  great  service  in  helping  to  keep  the  channel  clear. 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS.  « 

The  following  has  been  received  from  the  coUector  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans : 

Number  of  entrances,  steam-yessels , 386 

Number  of  clearances,  steam -vessels .* 393 

Total  tonnage  of  same 684.765 

Number  of  entrances,  sailing-vessels 829 

Number  of  clearances,  sailing-vessels 841 

Total  tonnage  of  same 872,3^ 

Total  value  of  imports,  specie,  free  and  dutiable (11,602,873  00 

Total  value  of  exports,  domestic,  to  foreign  countries 83, 894, 196  00 

Total  value  of  exports,  foreign,  to  foreign  countries..... 333,974  00 

Grand  total  of  exports 84,228,170  00 

Amount  of  revenue  collected  on  imports 1,844,776  94 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  New  Orleans,  and  near  the  light* 
house  at  Southwest  Pass. 

It  is  not  susceptible  of  x)emiauent  completion,  and  for  its  continuation  next  year  will 
require  an  appropriation  of  $150,000.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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It  is  proposed  to  employ  one  dredge  at  a  time,  holding  the  other  in 
condition  in  reserve  or  andergoing  repair ;  to  have  both  boats  ready  to 
work  on  the  bar  daring  the  critical  season,  which  extends  from  about 
half-flood  stage  of  the  river  to  about  the  middle  of  the  flood  season,  and 
is  characterized  by  a  hard  sand  bottom  to  channel  and  a  rapid  extension 
of  bar. 

Surveys  for  channel  charts  and  lump  movements,  and  of  outer  slopes 
of  bars  to  300  feet  depths,  are  also  proposed. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  purchase  a  new  coal-barge. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 1261,707  59 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 226, 687  40 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 35,020  19 

Amount  appropriated  bv  act  approved  August  14, 1876 100,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    150, 000  00 
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channel,  near  hist  buoy ;  got  off  and  went  to  sea  at  IS  m. 

steamer  Texas,  18*  6",  bound  out  at  5  p.  m.  grounded  on  west  side  of 
channel,  near  last  buoy ;  got  off  and  went  to  sea  at  IS  p.  m. 
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J   2. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  GALVESTON,  TEXAS. 

The  pio^jress  made  in  this  work  during  the  year  and  its  bistory  will 
be  partially  shown  by  extracts  frt)m  the  monthly  reports  of  the  assist- 
ant in  superintendence. 

On  the  3d  of  August  this  office  reported  as  follows  for  July  : 

•  •  •  *  •  «  • 

The  scow  for  tbe  transportation  of  gabioDs  was  completed,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
steam-tug  enabled  us  to  make  a  trial  of  it  in  sinking  gabions,  altbongh  tbe  condition 
of  tbe  tide  was  ratber  unfavorable.  It  was  fonud  that  tbe  scow  answered  tbeparpose 
for  wbich  it  was  intended  admirably.  . 

Twelve  6-foot  gabions  and  four  12-foot  gabions  were  sunk.  Mncb  more  migbt  bare 
been  accomplisbed  bad  the  tide  been  less  swift,  and  tbe  character  of  the  bottom  been 
favorable  for  the  action  of  the  sand-pump  and  tbe  placing  of  piles. 

The  tug  arrived  on  tbe  23d,  and  the  first  barge-load  of  gabions  was  towed  ont  on  the 
27th,  (Tuesday,)  in  tbe  afternoon.  A  considerable  time  had  elapsed  since  the  last 
gabion  had  b^en  placed,  and  the  action  of  the  water  had  caused  a  bank  of  shells  to 
form  over  the  area  where  the  placing  of  the  gabions  was  resumed. 

It  is  very  slow  work  to  place  gabions  in  such  localities,  since  the  piles  cannot  be 
driven  deep  enough  to  hold,  and  the  sand-pump  does  not  move  the  shells  readily. 

The  number  oi  gabions  sunk  in  the  three  days  the  work  was  continued  docs  not, 
therefore,  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  capabilities  of  the  means  employed  in  sinking 
gabions  under  the  ordinary  circumstances  of  tide  and  the  conditions  of  the  bottom. 

The  constmotlon  ot  the  eabion  was  continued  as  follows :  74  gabions  wove,  104 
gabions  completed,  279  blocks  of  concrete  made,  270  mats  made,  314  fascines  made, 
626  bundles  of  canes  trimmed,  395  barrels  of  cement  used,  355  barrels  of  sand  used,  476 
barrels  of  brick  used,  85  barrels  of  gravel  used,  3,080  stakes  used,  and  9  small  gabions 
completed.  A  comparative  examination  of  the  inner  bar  was  made  on  July  29,  and  a 
sketch  of  this  is  sent  herewith.  Some  remarkable  changes  are  indicated.  The  cutting 
out  of  the  channel  across  the  necks,  uniting  the  middle  ground  with  the  knoll,  has 
already  begun,  and  deep  water  is  now  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  work. 

The  swinging  of  tbe  lines  of  jetty  farther  to  the  eastward  appears  to  be  the  proper 
course  to  pursue  under  the  present  circumstances. 

Tbe  inclination  of  the  tide  to  form  a  channel  in  a  northeasterly  direction  being  ap- 
parently opposed  by  the  drifting  in  of  the  sand  by  the  incoming  tide,  and  that  the 
placing  of  the  jetty  so  aa  to  arrest  this  drift  is  the  only  requisite,  the  ebbing  tide  hav- 
ing sufficient  force  to  excavate  a  channel  without  any  confinement  by  jetties. 
«  «  ft  »  »  ft  • 

On  September  4  a  report  was  made  for  August,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  extracted : 

ft  «  ft  ft  ft  •  • 

During  the  month  the  work  of  sinking  gabions  has  been  continued  with  flattering 
success,  though  prosecuted  in  the  midst  of  aggravating  difficulties. 

The  tubes  of  the  boilers  on  the  tug  and  dredge  have  been  leaking  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  frequently  cause  the  entire  suspension  of  the  work,  until  tbe  necessary  repairs 
could  be  made ;  from  the  absence  of  the  necessary  tools  in  Galveston  with  which  to 
make  these  repairs,  considerable  delay  in  the  resumption  of  work  has  resulted  each 
time,  and  although  the  results  present  a  favorable  showing  for  tbe  amount  of  time 
actually  employed,  still  it  can  hardly  be  accepted  as  an  average  exhibit  of  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  system  of  working  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

It  is  believed  that  most  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  imperfections  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  boilers  used  on  the  dredge  have  been  surmounted  and  that  in  the  future 
better  results  may  be  anticipated. 

The  second  barge  was  completed  tbe  last  of  the  month ;  but  one  barge  was  therefore 
available  for  transporting  gabions,  and  in  consequence  considerable  time  was  lost  in 
loading  the  gabions  upon  this  barge ;  that  will  not  occur  hereafter,  in  consequence  of 
having  one  barge  ready  to  replace  the  other  as  soon  as  empty. 

On  the  10th  the  experiment  of  continuing  the  work  night  and  day  was  begun,  and 
the  advantages  of  this  plan  clearly  demonstrated. 
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The  subjoined  table  will  exhibit  the  number  of  gabions  placed  each  day,  and  explain 
the  causes  of  delay : 


Date. 

Number  of  gabiouB 
sunk. 

Remarks. 

6  feet. 

12  feet. 

August  1 

I   

Bough  water,  preventiug  operatious  on  the  jetty. 

Operations  suspended  in  early  part  of  the  day  by  leaking  of  tubes  in 

boiler  of  sand-dredge. 
Resumed  work  in  the  evening. 
Getting  cargo  of  coal,  and  loading  barge  with  gabions. 

2 
3 

5 

6 

4 

4 

5 

6 

10 

7 
g 

18 

Delayed  in  repairing  boiler  on  tug.    (Last  of  the  &  gabions.) 

Repairing  boiler  on  tug  ;  unable  to  tow  barge  in  position. 

Resumed  work  in  the  evening. 

Feed-pump  of  boiler  on  dredge  failed;  obliged  to  suspend  work  for  the 
nieht. 

Feed-pump  working  badly  during  twenty-four  hours. 

Tubes  in  boiler  of  sand-dredge  leaking  so  as  to  extinguish  flre  com- 
pletely at  noon. 

Resumed  work  at  6  p.  m. ;  at  11  p.  m.  sea  very  rough ;  work  discon- 
tinued. 

Getting  cargo  of  cement  and  loading  gabions. 

With  much  difficulty;  sea  so  rough  as  to  break  entirely  over  the  barge. 

9 

5 

7 

6 
4 

5 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1? 

Id 
19 

5 

13 
10 
7 
5 

Reloading  barge ;  stiff  norther  blowing. 

Heavy  sea ;  reflum«>d  work  at  9  p.  m. ;  driven  off  again  at  3  a.  m. 

Storm  continues ;  barge  and  sand-dredge  blown  in  contact,  and  suction- 
hose  collapsed. 

Repairing  suction-hose. 

Encountered  shell-reef;  sand-pump  worked  slow. 

Tubes  again  leaking  in  boiler  of  sand-barge ;  hauled  off  for  repairs. 

Resumed  work  at  6p.nL;  strong  tide;  boats  dragging;  discontinued 
work  until  morning. 

Encountered  shell-reef;  dredge  worked  slowly. 

Contending  with  strong  tide  day  and  night. 

Repairing  boiler  of  sand-dredge. 

20 

21 

23 

ii 

8 

1 

7 
5 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

30 

11 

31 

pump. 

Total  number  of  gabions  sunk. 

• 

35 

119 

The  first  line  of  jetty  was  extended  to  a  point  1,600  feet  from  the  end  of  the  pile 
breakwater  on  a  line  slightly  to  the  westward  of  the  light-ship,  when  the  water  be- 
came so  shoal  as  to  endanger  the  gabions  when  landed  overboard  from  the  scow. 

A  second  line,  about  75  feet  in  rear  of  this  line,  wsjb  commenced,  and  extended  about 
500  feet. 

At  a  distance  of  about  500  feet  from  the  pile  letty,  a  stratum  of  soft  mud,  overlain 
by  a  thin  stratum  of  shells,  was  met.  The  shells  were  not  readily  moved  by  the  sand- 
pump,  and  the  filling  of  the  gabions  progressed  very  slowly.  The  mud  was  not  at- 
tacked by  the  pump,  and  frequent  stoppages  resulted  firom  the  shells  being  all  moved 
from  the  surface  of  the  mud  by  the  pump. 

The  gabions  resting  on  this  mud  sank  over  half  their  height  when  filled,  and  it  is 
believ^  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  place  a  row  on  top  of  these  to  accomplish  much 
good.  The  guide  piles  were  easily  driven  10  to  12  feet  into  this  mud  by  an  ordinary 
wooden  beetle. 

A  strong  tide  sweeps  over  this  spot,  and  some  difficalty  in  getting  the  gabions  in 
exact  position  has  been  encountered  in  consequence,  but  the  sinking  party  are  improv- 
ing with  time,  and  the  work  is  continued  without  much  regard  to  the  tides  or  weather ; 
in  fact,  I  am  not  sure  but  they  hold  on  too  long  sometimes,  for  the  dredge,  scows,  and 
boats  were  driven  over  the  jetty  on  two  occasions  by  storms,  knocking  the  tops  off  of 
two  or  three  gabions,  and  i  injuring  the  vessels  slightly. 

Mr.  Bipley's  absence  has  not  permitted  us  to  make  any  survey  of  the  inner  bar  this 
month.  The  gradual  increase  of  the  east  end  of  Galveston  Island  has  continued,  how- 
ever, and  some  changes  in  the  appearance  of  the  shoals  to  the  northeast  have  occurred. 

The  pilots  report  that  the  channel  across  the  inner  bar  has  moved  to  the  westward, 
and  is  quite  narrow. 

It  is  qaite  likely  that  this  channel  will  close  entirely,  and  a  new  one  form  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  jetty ;  for  this  reason  it  would  appear  to  be  advisable  to  continue  work 
on  the  present  ground  until  this  change  takes  place. 
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The  work  of  constmction  has  been  continned  as  follows : 
68  ^bions  completed. 
57  gabions  wove. 
77  gabions  first  coated. 
70  gabions  concreted. 
451  concrete  blocks  made. 
84  mate  made. 
126  facines  made. 
302^  barrels  cement  used. 
262  barrels  San  Jacinto  sand  nsed. 
576  barrels  screened  gravel. 
1,066  bundles  of  cane,  trimmed. 
2,680  poles  used. 
67  bottoms  staked. 
73  tops  put  on. 
54  tops  covered. 

The  sarvey  laanch  is  nearly  completed  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  ready  for  use 
by  the  18th  of  September. 

On  October  4  the  following  report  was  rendered  for  September : 

The  process  of  sinking  gabions  in  the  second  row,  forming  the  Jetty  extending  from 
the  end  of  the  old  breakwater  seaward  in  the  direction  of  the  Galveston  light-ship,  was 
continued  with  fair  progress  nntil  the  total  failure  of  the  tubes  in  the  boiler  of  the 
sand-dredge  caused  a  suspension  of  operations.  The  exact  number  of  gabions  placed 
during  the  month  is  unfortunately,  from  the  loss  of  the  record-books,  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture,  but  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  100,  72  of  which  were  placed  in  one  week. 

The  construction  of  gabions  had  progressed  moderately,  but  25  large-sized  gabions 
had  been  first  coated  and  as  many  woven.  A  number  of  tope  and  bottoms  for  large 
gabions  were  completed  and  every  arrangement  perfected  for  pushing  the  work  with 
dispatch.  Then  in  one  night  everything  except  the  completed  gabions  were  swept 
away  by  an  extraordinary  storm.  This  storm  really  commenced  on  the  I4th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  continued  with  increasing  force  till  toward  the  evening  of  the  I5th,  when 
a  decided  temporary  abatement  occurred,  after  which  it  continued  to  increase  in  vio- 
lence, the  wind  blowing  from  the  northeast,  at  the  rate  of  40  miles  an  hour.  The  tide 
rose  rapidly,  and  toward  midnight  the  buildings  at  Fort  Point  were  all  swept  away, 
and  the  Government  employes  forced  to  take  refuge  upon  the  piles  used  to  suspend 
the  boats  from. 

The  steam-tug  Molyneux  was  disabled,  and  not  therefore  available  at  this  critical 
time  for  attempting  the  rescue  of  the  employ6s  at  the  point,  and  it  is,  indeed,  very 
doubtful  whether  she  could  have  weathered  the  storm  at  night  when  the  situation 
became  alarming.  The  Houston  D.  N.  Co.'s  tug  was  obtained,  however,  and,  manned 
with  a  volunteer  crew,  proceeded  to  the  point,  and  rescued  the  employ^  from  the  piles 
and  flats  early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th.  But  two  men  are  missing,  and  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  assistance  reached  the  men  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  it  is  indeed 
fortunate  that  the  loss  was  not  greater. 

The  water  continued  to  rise  in  the  bay,  and  on  the  17th  stood  6.48  feet  above  mean 
low-water  inside  the  Merchant's  Press  on  the  strand. 

The  wind  gradually  worked  around  bv  the  S.  SE.,  S.  S\V.  to  N.W.,  in  which  quarter  it 
subsided.  The  strongest  wind  during  the  gale  came  from  the  N.W.,  and  moved  at  the 
rate  of  60  itiiles  an  hour.  The  effect  of  this  wind  was  to  drive  the  vast  body  of  water 
accumulated  in  Galveston  Bay  by  the  N.E.,  E.,  and  S.£.  winds  out  to  sea,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  very  considerable  changes  produced  in  the  condition  of  the  east  end  of 
Galveston  Island  are  due  to  the  strong  currents  which  swept  across  this  portion  of  the 
island  under  the  influence  of  this  wind. 

On  the  19th  I  visited  the  breakwater  and  found  that  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
work  constructed  by  the  city  of  Galveston  was  entirely  swept  away,  and  the  remain- 
der so  badly  damaged  as  to  require  very  extensive  repairs. 

Several  channels  are  cut  through  the  island,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  land  formerly 
above  high-water  is  now  completely  covered  with  water  at  low-tide. 

The  destruction  of  all  the  ranges  prevented  our  determining  more  concerning  the 
gabion-jetty  than  that  part  of  it  was  still  standing,  and  that  but  3  feet  of  water  ex- 
isted on  the  seaward  side,  where  6  feet  had  existed  before  the  storm.  An  examination 
by  the  diver  wiU  be  made  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  propitious. 

A  deep  channel  exlHte  across  the  inner  bar,  and  the  knoll  has  shifted  to  the  south  and 
closed  the  old  swash-channel. 

In  the  yard  where  the  gabions  were  constructed  there  is  but  little  land  remaining 
above  water.  The  gabions  lie  in  confused  masses,  those  recently  constructed  having 
scarcely  any  plaster  adhering  to  them,  while  those  thoroughly  seasoned  were  but  little 
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iDJnred,  and  only  where  they  appear  to  have  collided  with  each  other  while  empty. 
They  are  nearly  all  canted  considerahly  toward  the  east,  and  sunk  more  or  less  in  the 
sand.  Those  on  which  the  plastering  remains  are,  in  general,  nearly  full  of  sand.  The 
small-sized  gabions  appear  to  have  withstood  th6  storm  better  than  the  larger  sized, 
though  they  had  been  nnished  a  much  longer  time  and  were  thoroughly  hardened. 

All  these  gabions  were  exposed  to  the  direct  impact  of  the  waves  while  entirely 
empty ;  that  any  remain  or  retain  their  cement-coating  is,  under  the  circumstances, 
indeed  marvelous,  particularly  when  we  contemplate  the  wrecked  condition  of  the  pile 
breakwater  in  their  immediate  vicinity.  Many  floated  off  when  the  water  rose  suffi- 
ciently, and  about  30  were  lost  off  the  scows.  There  still  remain  in  the  yard  25  small 
gabions  and  35  large  gabions  in  one  place,  and  20  large  gabions  in  another,  all  in  about 
the  location  they  occupied  previous  to  the  storm. 

The  gabions  used  as  cisterns  floated  as  soon  as  the  water  became  deep  enough,  and 
were  scuttled  by  the  men  to  prevent  their  injuring  the  buildings  ;  they  remain  about 
as  left. 

The  number  of  gabions  on  hand  at  the  time  of  the  storm  is  presumed  to  have  been 
150  large  sized  and  80  small-sized.  All  our  records  were  lost  with  the  buildings,  and 
it  is  possible  that  our  estimate  is  too  great ;  in  any  event,  not  as  many  gabions  are 
missing  from  the  yard  as  might  be  expected. 

All  tne  material  is  swept  away,  and  a  complete  loss;  excepting  the  cement,  there  was 
on  hand  about  sufficient  material  to  complete  300  gabions,  or  a  three  months'  supply. 
This  was  so  disposed  as  to  have  safely  withstood  ordinary  storms,  such  as  had  pre- 
viously come  under  my  observation. 

Our  vessels  were  considerably  scattered  by  the  gale  and  all  more  or  less  injured. 
One  of  the  scows  was  picked  up  50  miles  out  at  sea,  the  other  caught  in  the  end  of  the 
breakwater,  and  is  but  slightly  injured.  The  sand-dredge  broke  from  her  moorings, 
and  was  landed  high  and  dry  about  2  miles  from  Virginia  Point,  near  Highland  Sta- 
tion on  the  Galveston,  Houston  and  Henderson  Railroad.  The  divers'  flat  is  still  miss- 
ing; the  tug  Molyneux  had  her  bulwarks  on  one  side  carried  away,  and  her  house 
iniured  by  colliding  with  other  vessels,  after  slipping  her  cables  to  escape  from  a  wreck 
which  bad  drifted  against  her.    All  the  small  boats  were  more  or  less  lignred. 

The  sand-dredge  Ties  in  such  a  position  as  to  render  the  abandonment  of  the  hull 
advisable.  The  machinery  can  be  readily  placed  in  a  car  on  the  railroad  and  brought 
to  Galveston,  where  it  can  be  stored  till  a  new  boat  can  be  built  to  receive  it. 

A  resurvey  of  the  inner  bar  and  the  east  end  of  Galveston  Island  has  nearly  been 
made,  and  the  results  will  be  forwarded  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  No  recom- 
mendation for  the  continuance  of  .operations  at  the  east  end  of  Galveston  Island  can 
be  offered  at  present,  owing  to  the  very  extensive  alterations  which  have  occurred  in 
this  locality,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  work  of  constructing  the  jetty  on  the  north 
side  of  Bolivar  Channel  might  be  commenced  at  once  with  advantage,  the  new  depot 
to  be  established  on  Bolivar  Peninsula. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  gabions  on  shore  and  those  placed  in  the  jetty  with- 
stood the  late  storm,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  of  the  advisability  of  continuing  the 
construction  of  this  species  of  jetty,  particularly  in  those  localities  where  the  gabions 
will  be  exempt  from  the  scouring  effects  of  currents,  which  flow  parallel  with  the  jetty 
which  they  form. 

The  losses  caused  by  the  storm  reported,  Tvhich  were  estimated  as 
amounting  to  about  $50,000,  put  a  sudden  stop  to  jetty  construction  for 
the  season  favorable  for  such  work.  The  first  step  afterward  was  to 
collect  and  secure  such  property  as  was  left.  The  next  was  to  survey 
and  consider  the  changes  effected  by  the  storm  on  the  end  of  Galveston 
Island  and  in  the  channels  and  shoals  about  the  harbor  and  its  entrance, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  experimental  jetty  structure  had  behaved. 

The  next  was  the  replacement  of  plant,  the  preparation  of  a  yard,  and 
construction  of  buildings  on  Bolivar  Peninsula ;  the  collection  of  mate- 
rial, the  modification  of  details  of  construction,  and  the  manufacture  of 
gabions,  &c.,  in  time  to  take  advantage  of  the  favorable  season  of  sum- 
mer to  continue  jetty  construction.  These  steps  were  taken  in  succes- 
sion, and  the  close  of  the  year  found  the  work  on  the  same  footing  as  at 
the  time  of  the  storm,  but  with  so  small  a  balance  of  appropriation  as  to 
necessitate  suspension  a  few  days  afterward.  Details  are  shown  by 
continuation  of  extracts. 
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F  Under  date  of  October  13, 1  reported  as  follows  to  the  Chief  of  En- 
gineers : 

I  have  delayed  my  September  report  of  operations  for  the  improvement  of  the  en- 
trance to  Galveston  Harbor,  thinking  it  probable  that  the  survey  directed  immediately 
after  the  great  storm  would  have  by  this  time  been  advanced  far  enough  to  enable  me 
to  present  a  detailed  description  of  the  changes  e£fected  by  the  storm  in  the  channels 
and  shoals  of  the  harbor  and  entrance. 

The  preliminary  work  of  the  survey  having  been  greater  than  I  expected,  owing  to 
the  loss  of  instruments  and  of  records  and  land-marks  of  previous  surveys,  it  will 
not  be  possible,  therefore,  to  present  a  chart  for  comparison  with  previous  charts  before 
the  close  of  this  month.  In  the  mean  time,  I  submit  the  inclosed  report  of  Lieutenant 
Quinn,  which  gives  information  on  which  I  think  we  shall  be  warranted  in  at  once 
resuming  the  work  of  improvement. 

The  cheapness  of  the  gabion-jetty  has  been  demonstrated  in  previous  reports.  The 
stability  of  the  structure  I  think  may  now  be  considered  as  beyond  question.  The 
applicability  of  Jetties  as  planned  for  this  harbor  entrance  I  believe  has  not  been 
doubted.  The  demand  for  improvemept  is  now,  if  anything,  greater  than  it  has  been 
heretofore.    These  four  assumptions  justify  resumption  of  the  work. 

When  the  present  survey  is  completed  a  change  of  location  of  the  jetty  from  the 
head  of  Galveston  Island  (Fort  Point)  may  be  suggested,  but  in  the  location  of  the 
Bolivar  Point  jetty  there  can  be  no  cliange. 

I  stated  in  my  aunual  report  the  importance  of  running  this  jetty  out  to  catch  the 
drift  from  the  east,  which  lias  no  doubt  in  a  great  measure  built  up  the  inner  bar  and 
Pelican  Island  and  spit.  • 

I  am  now  convinced  that  this  jetty  should  be  built  out  in  advance  of  that  at  Fort 
Point  at  least  far  enough  to  cover  the  inner  bar,  and  therefore  approve  the  recommen- 
dation of  Lieutenant  Quinn  that  work  be  commenced  on  it. 

Should  this  meet  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  I  have  the  honor  to  request 
authority  to  procure  by  lease  the  use  of  suitable  grounds  on  Bolivar  Peninsula,  to 
build  on  them  quarters,  store-houses,  and  sheds  of  the  same  character  and  dimensions 
as  those  recently  destroyed  at  Fort  Point,  and  to  at  once  provide  the  work  with  boats, 
tools,  instruments,  &c.,  to  replace  such  as  have  been  lost,  and  to  place  the  work  on  the 
footing  it  held  before  the  storm.  It  is  thought  that  this  may  be  acoomplished  by  the 
close  of  November  next. 

If  the  work  be  recommenced,  as  above  proposed,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
about  the  1st  of  December  a  board  of  engineers  be  convened  in  Galveston  to  make 
personal  examination  of  the  work,  and  to  report  on  what  has  been  done—conclusions 
drawn  from  work  done,  and  what  results  may  be  expected  from  continuation  of  the 
work. 

This  request  is  not  made  on  account  of  any  doubt  on  my  part  as  to  the  propriety  of 
continuing  the  work,  but  because  I  think  the  report  of  a  board  of  engineers  would  add 
strength  to  the  work  before  Congress. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  oflBicer  in  superintendence  reported  as  follows,  on  Novembers,  for 
October : 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  resurvey  of  the  inner  bar  and  the  east  end  of  Galveston  Island  has  been  com- 
pleted, with  some  slight  exceptions,  and  the  plotting  has  progressed  with  as  much  ex- 
pediency as  possible,  the  absence  of  the  requisite  instruments  materially  interfering 
with  this  branch  of  the  work.  A  protractor  for  plotting  sextant  readings  was  impro- 
vised, which,  though  quite  accurate,  is  not  particularly  convenient;  nevertheless,  en- 
couraging progress  is  being  made  with  it,  and  a  gratifying  solution  of  what  at  first 
appeared  to  be  a  perplexing  problem  is  practically  solved.  The  labor  of  recovering 
the  Government  property  dispersed  by  the  late  cyclone  has  been  diligently  prosecuted, 
though  no  very  considerable  success  has  attended  our  efforts  so  far.  Several  gabion 
tops  and  bottoms  have  been  recovered  and  stored  on  the  barges.  The  hull  of  the  sand- 
dredge  was  abandoned  after  removing  the  machinery.  The  machinery  was  brought  to 
Galveston  and  stored  on  the  barge  with  the  gabion-tops. 

The  temporary  boarding-house  for  the  employes,  erected  on  one  of  the  barges,  was 
BO  far  completed  as  to  be  occupied  the  last  of  the  month. 

The  steani-launch  is  nearly  completed  and  would  probably  have  been  completed  had 
the  contractor  not  been  sick. 

The  gabion-jetty  has  been  thoroughly  examined  by  the  diver  and  found  to  be  in 
thorough  order.  No  serious  settling  has  occurred.  In  fact,  the  gabions  hare  not  set- 
tled near  as  much  as  was  to  be  expected,  aud  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  work 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF    OF    ENGINEERS.  569 

vrithstood  the  very  severe  test  through  which  it  lately  passed,  is  indeed  a  most  agree- 
able surprise. 

And  on  December  2  as  follows,  for  November : 

Daring  the  first  part  of  the  month  an  endeavor  to  construct  a  few  sample  gabions 
for  the  inspection  of  the  board  of  engineers,  was  made  at  Fort  Point,  but  a  high-tide 
carried  off  what  material  had  been  accumulated,  and  forced  a  discontinuance. 

In  pursuance  with  telegraphic  instructions  all  the  employ <^8  except  those  necessary 
to  guard  the  property  and  continue  the  survey  in  progress,  were  discharged.  The 
steam-launch  was  completed  and  is  being  used  by  the  survey  party. 

The  new  sand-dredge  flat  was  nearly  completed  and  will  be  launched  by  the  5th  of 
December. 

A  number  of  forms  used  in  the  construction  of  gabions  and  a  lot  of  molds  for  con- 
crete blocks  were  made.  A  few  bunches  of  canes  and  a  few  stakes  and  piles  were 
received  the  last  of  the  month,  (26th.) 

The  plotting  of  the  field-notes  of  the  survey  of  that  portion  of  the  inner  bar  aifected 
by  the  recent  storm,  was  completed,  and  the  shore- lines  of  Galveston  Island  and  Bol- 
ivar Peninsula  included  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  new  chart  were  run,  and  a 
portiou  of  the  field-work  plotted. 

•  n  *  #  *  n  * 

This  farther  loss  reported  was  light,  consisting  only  of  a  small  amount 
of  material  collected  for  construction  of  a  few  gabions,  in  view  of  an 
expected  visit  from  the  board  of  engineers,  requested  in  my  letter  of 
October  13. 

On  October  27  the  oflScer  in  superintendence  was  instructed  as  follows : 
•  #*«««* 

In  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  board  it  is  also  desirable  that  you  have  pre- 
pared in  the  most  careful  and  complete  manner,  a  succinct  history  of  the  work  as  here- 
tofore conducted,  showing  its  progress  in  detail,  its  result,  its  cost  at  various  periods, 
and  everything  relating  to  its  management. 

The  following  report  made  in  compliance  with  the  above,  gives  facts, 
views,  &c.,  of  interest : 

The  arrival  of  the  tug  for  towing  out  the  barges  loaded  with  gabions,  coupled  with 
the  prevalence  of  favorable  weather  for  a  season,  enabled  us  to  arrive  at  valuable  data 
concerning  the  work  that  otherwise  was  inaecessible. 

The  experience  so  far  gained  in  placing  the  gabions,  indicates  that  the  immediate 
proximitjr  of  the  factory  for  gabions,  &c.,  to  the  locality  to  be  occupied  by  the  jetties, 
IS  not  of  snch  importance  as  at  first  snpposed,  and  that,  in  fact,  two  or  more  works 
could,  if  not  too  far  apart,  be  supplied  simnltaneoQsly  with  gabions  from  a  single  yard 
with  marked  economy.  In  the  case  of  a  single  work  this  comparative  independence 
of  propinqnity  between  the  factory  and  the  jetties,  largely  extends  the  ranges  for  the 
most  judicious  site  for  the  accumulation  of  materials  and  fabrication  of  gabions. 

Although  it  is  possible  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  the  jetties  in  moderately 
rough  weather,  it  is  not  considered  advisable  for  economical  reasons  to  do  so,  but 
rather  to- confine  the  operations  during  the  inclement  season  to  the  fabrication  of  the 
gabions  and  accessories,  and  proceed  with  the  other  work  during  the  summer.  In  fact, 
It  is  decidedly  injudicious  to  attempt  the  removal  of  a  gabion  from  the  yard  until  it 
has  had  about  two  months  to  mature  in,  and,  as  they  Improve  with  age,  it  is  desirable 
to  have  a  large  lot  on  hand  in  the  yard,  upon  which  to  draw  when  the  active  opera- 
tions of  sinking  are  commenced. 

As  the  materials  of  which  the  gabions  are  made  occupy,  in  the  crude  state,  consid- 
erable space,  and  some  space  is  also  necessary  for  the  requisite  shops,  store-houses,  and 
mens'  quartere,  the  yard  should  be  situated  upon  a  plateau  of  adequate  dimensions, 
bordering  upon  water  of  suitable  depth  to  accommodate  the  different  vessels  engaged 
in  the  work,  and,  if  possible,  sufficiently  elevated  to  be  beyond  overflow  by  extraor- 
dinary high- water.  If  such  a  spot  can  be  procured  within  convenient  distance  of  the 
jetties,  and  easy  of  access,  nothing  better  can  be  desired. 

If  no  interruption,  through  failure  of  boiler  or  breakage  of  machinery  of  sand-dredge, 
occurs,  between  300  and  400  gabions  may  be  placed  in  the  jetty  monthly  during  April, 
May,  June,  July,  and  August  of  each  year,  and  with  a  second^saud-drcdge,  costing 
about  810,000,  double  this  number  could  be  sunk  each  month,  or  say,  3,000  gabions 
during  the  quiet  season. 

With  our  present  facilities  1,500  gabions  are  as  many  as  we  can  expect  to  sink  in  one 
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season.  The  gabion-yard  should^  therefore,  have  sufficient  space  for  storage  of  1,000 
gabions,  besides  the  space  necessary  for  quarters,  material,  &c.,  or  an  area  of  not  less 
than  500  feet  square. 

The  position  on  Bolivar  Point,  indicated  on  the  chart,  possesses  the  necessary  quali- 
ties for  a  convenient  and  commodious  gabion  yard,  a  channel  having  formed  along 
the  front  of  this  locality,  connecting  with  the  deep  water  of  Bolivar  Channel,  an^  hav- 
ing sufficient  depth  to  admit  the  tug  at  mean  low -tide. 

lE^e  land  will  be  leased  for  a  sum  just  sufficient  to  defray  the  cost  of  drawing  up  the 
necessary  papers,  or  not  exceeding  $100  a  year.  To  reach  the  deep  water,  a  whaiif  SOU 
feet  long  will  be  required.    The  establishment  will  cost  as  follows : 

Wharf  with  tramway * $1,000 

Quarters  for  men 1,500 

Store-houses  and  carpenter-shop 800 

Sand  and  gravel  bins 400 

Contingencies 300 

Total  cost , 4,000 

The  only  change  in  the  method  of  placing  the  gabions,  <&c.,  in  jetty,  which  we  have 
to  recommend  at  present,  is  to  have  tne  mats  placed  in  advance  of  the  line  of  gabions, 
in  such  a  way  that  the  gabions  will  rest  upon  the  brush  extremities  of  the  mats,  the 
mats  to  be  slightly  increased  in  thickness,  and  the  concrete  weights  also  to  be  slightly 
increased  in  size. 

The  condition  of  the  gabions  left  in  the  yard  at  Fort  Point,  after  the  storm  of  Sep- 
tember last,  indicates  the  necessity  of  their  having  ample  time  to  become  thoroughly 
hardened  before  being  placed  in  the  jetty. 

The  dimensions  of  the  holes  left  in  the  covers  of  the  gabions  do  not  appear  to  be 
of  such  importance  as  at  first  supposed,  and  as  the  principal  objection  to  coating  the 
Inside  of  the  gabions  with  cement  was  mainly  due  to  the  necessity  of  having  access 
to  the  interior,  this  change  may  be  made  with  possible  benefit,  since  one  of  the  aper- 
tures in  the  cover  may  be  of  sufficient  size  to  admit  a  man,  without  seriously  weaken- 
ing the  covers,  or  permitting  the  sand  filling  to  escape  in  any  material  quantity.  The 
interior  coating  of  cement  will  increase  the  strength  of  the  gabions,  and  in  case  the  outer 
coating  is  injured,  through  accident,  while  sinking,  will  prevent  the  sand  filling  from 
escaping;  it  will  add  $6.75  to  the  cost  of  each  gabion,  and  is  certainly  worth  this  as  a 
precautionary  measure  alone,  although  possibly  not  absolutely  essential.  Two  diag- 
onal iron  bolts  are  believed  to  be  necessary  to  properly  strengthen  the  tops ;  these  will 
cost  $1.92  per  gabion. 

The  tops  have  heretofore  been  protected  from  the  ship-worms  by  a  coating  of  cement, 
but  it  is  liable  to  become  detached  through  handling  of  the  gabions  or  shrinkage  of  the 
lumber,  and  is  not  entirel3^  efficacious.  Crude  carbolic  acid  and  asphalt  are  now  ob- 
tainable, and  the  tops  may  be  economically  treated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  effectually^ 
preserve  them :  this  treatment  will  add  but  25  cents  to  the  present  cost  of  a  gabion. 

Cost  of  one  gabion.  June  last $62  53 

Add  for  cement  coating  inside 6  75 

Add  for  2  diagonal  bolts 1  92 

Add  for  asphalting  cover  25 

Add  for  increase  in  size  of  mats  and  weights 2  00 

Total 73  45 

Total  cost  per  running  foot  of  jetty 6  12 

Referring  to  the  chart  of  the  recent  survey  of  Galveston  Harbor,  several  remarkable 
changes  will  be  at  once  observed. 

The  eastern  point  of  the  island  has  altered  considerably,  channels  being  cut  where, 
previous  to  the  storm,  houses  were  standing. 

Deep  water  exists  along  the  face  of  the  gabion  jetty,  and  the  "  swash-channel  "  is 
effectually  closed. 

But  little  of  Pelican  Spit  remains  above  water. 

The *^  Knoll''  is  changed  in  a  remarkable  manner,  and  shifted  far  to  the  eastward. 

The  gabion  jetty  was  completed,  as  indicated  on  the  chart,  on  the  13th  of  September, 
and  stood,  without  further  ipjury  than  a  settling  of  from  3  to  6  feet,  the  fiercest  storm 
which  has  visited  Galveston  for  ^  number  of  years. 

The  jetty  was  composed  of  two  lines  of  gabions  connected  by  cross-lines,  as  repre- 
sented ;  the  line  next  the  channel  settled  considerably ;  the  back  row  not  near  so 
much.    The  gabions  were  all  in  position  and  uninjured  when  examined  by  the  divers. 

The  strongest  wind,«and  the  wind  which  caused  the  remarkable  scouring  out  of  the 
channel,  came  from  the  northwest,  or  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  line  of  gabion  jetty. 
(See  accompanying  chart,  showing  the  force  and  direction  of  winds  and  amount  of 
rain-fall  at  Galveston,  September  14  to  18.) 
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The  pile  breakwater,  coDstmcted  by  tbe  city  of  Galveston,  and  snbseqaently 
strengthened  by  the  United  States,  was  so  badly  injured  by  this  storm  as  to  require 
almost  entire  renewal. 

Pelican  Spit  was  probably  washed  away  by  the  storm  which  came  from  the  NE. 
andE. 

Passing  to  the  oater  bar  it  will  be  observed  that  a  new  channel  cnt  across  the  bar  on 
the  proloD^ation  of  the  Bolivar  Channel,  while  the  approach  to  the  old  ship-channel  has 
narrowed,  is  very  tortnons,  and  in  fact  appears  to  have  been  formed  since  the  cyclone. 

By  referring  to  the  wind-chart  it  will  be  observed  that  the  storm  originated  in  the 
N£.  and  gradually  veered,  by  E.SE.,  &c.,  to  NW. 

The  tide  rose  rapidly  while  the  wind  was  veering  from  NE.  to  S.,  and  a  strong  cur- 
rent swept  along  the  coast  towards  the  SW.  This  current  was  arrested  and  caused 
to  flow  in  the  opposite  direction  by  the  veering  of  the  wind  to  SW.,  and  was  running 
rapidly  to  the  NE.  when  the  winds  from  the  NW.  caused  the  expulsion  of  tbe  water 
from  Galveston  Bay.  The  current  flowing  out  of  Galveston  Bay  encountered  this  cur- 
rent flowing  along  the  coast  to  the  NE.,  and  as  an  inevitable  result  a  channel  was 
formed,  as  indicated  on  the  chart. 

The  storm  which  occurred  on  the  25th  of  September  was  attended  by  precisely  the 
reverse  of  the  conditions  attending  the  cyclone,  and  materially  altered  tne  condition 
of  the  phenomena  resulting  from  it,  while  each  succeeding  storm  has  but  aided  in 
restoring  the  inner  bar  to  its  normal  condition. 

It  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  commerce  which  seeks  the  harbor  of  Galveston  that 
at  least  sufficient  depth  of  water  be  maintained  on  the  outer  bar  to  permit  vessels  18 
feet  draught  to  enter  the  deep  water  of  Bolivar  Channel.  As  it  is  at  present,  vessels 
drawing  over  12  feet  are  obliged  to  anchor  considerable  dist-ances  from  the  outer  bar, 
and  the  lighterage  of  cargo  in  and  out  is  an  expensive  and  hazardous  ooeration ;  but 
once  the  vessels  are  in  Bolivar  Channel,  if  there  is  not  sufficient  depth  of  water  to 
permit  the  vessels  to  proceed  to  the  wharves  of  Galveston,  lighterage  would  be  not  only 
vastly  less  expensive,  but  possible  under  nearly  all  conditions  of  weather.  If  this 
much  to  be  desired  result  is  possible  of  attainment  by  the  construction  of  a  jetty,  as 
suggested,  the  saving  to  commerce  in  lighterage,  demurrage,  and  damages  in  one  year 
would  folly  cover  the  expenditures. 

A  table  giving  the  level  of  high-water  marks  of  the  storms  of  1867  and  1875,  referred^ 
to  mean  low-water,  is  appended.  As  the  mean  fluctuation  of  the  tide  is  1.1  feet,  an 
elevation  of  the  water  8  feet  above  ordinary  high- water  is  suggestive. 

As  the  cyclone  destroyed  all  our  charts,  notes,  and  instruments,  the  resurvey  has  been 
prosecuted  under  ^reat  difficulties.  We  were  obliged  to  commence  anew  the  collection 
of  data  with  such  instruments  as  could  be  borrowed  or  improvised.  New  instruments 
to  replace  those  lost  are  now  being  received,  and  many  of  the  difficulties  are  in  conse- 
quence disappeariug ;  yet,  since  most  of  the  data  embiaced  in  the  chart  were  collected 
without  their  aid,  i  take  plttasure  in  referring  to  my  assistants  in  earnest  commenda- 
tion of  the  very  able  manner  in  which  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  by  them. 

On  the  20th  of  December  a  board -of  engineers  was  convened  in  New- 
work  (]ity  to  consider  matters  connected  with  this  work  of  improve- 
ment.* 

The  oflBcer  in  snperiDtendence  reported  operations  for  December  as 
follows : 

•  «•«**• 

The  new  scow  for  the  reception  of  the  machinery  of  the  sand-dredge  was  completed 
and  launched,  and  the  machinery  placed  on  board.  The  almost  incessant  rain  during 
the  latter  portion  of  the  month  materially  interfered  with  the  adjusting  of  the  machin- 
ery and  constructing  the  necessary  house  to  cover  it  in,  but  by  working  during  every 
available  moment  the  dredge  was  put  in  such  order  as  to  be  capable  of  pumping  sand 
when  desired.  One  of  tbe  sections  of  6-inch  flexible  hose  was  lost  during  the  storm ; 
and  as  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  replace  it,  it  was  ordered  from  New  York,  as  was 
also  a  4i  feet  length  of  galvanized  iron  pipe  and  two  10  feet  length  of  4-inch  flexible 
hose.    (Permission  for  tne  purchase  of  this  is  desired.) 

The  wretched  condition  of  the  weather  has  materially  interfered  with  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  survey ;  fortunately,  however,  the  possession  of  the  steam-launch  Fascine 
enabled  the  party  to  complete  the  soundings  on  the  outer  bar  in  time  to  permit  their 
plotting  upon  tbe  chart  presented  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  con- 
vened in  New  York.  The  whole  of  the  soundings  were  taken  on  the  outer  bar  during 
part  of  two  days,  the  only  opportunity  presented  for  a  long  time.  The  lines  run  aggre- 
gate 70  miles,  and  the  time  occupied  was  14  hours  and  12  minutes;  this  is  at  the  rate 
of  about  1  square  mile  of  soundings  per  hour,  or  about  seven  times  as  much  per  hour  as 
was  ever  accomplished  at  this  place  with  saU  or  row  boats. 

*For  report  of  board,  see  Appendix  J  3. 
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The  snrve^v  of  Pelicau  Island  and  the  shore-lines  of  the  bay,  embraced  in  the  limits 
of  the  proposed  sarvey,  were  run  and  plotted,  and  seven  lines  of  the  main  triangola- 
tion  worked  ap. 

The  sample  gabions  for  the  inspection  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  were  completed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  concrete  ballast,  the  requisite  gravel  for  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  obtain  on  account  of  the  bad  weather.  The  rough  weather  has  prevented  any 
further  examination  of  the  gabion  ietty  at  Fort  Point,  but  its  position  is  distinctly 
marked  by  the  breakers  that  form  along  its  crest. 

The  gabions  which  remained  in  the  yard  after  the  storm  have  passed  through  all  the 
succeeding  storms  without  auy  change  in  condition  and  positiou. 

And  for  January,  as  follows : 

The  derrick  and  engine  and  pump-connections  of  the  sand-dredge  were  completed, 
and  the  concrete  ballast  placed  in  the  10  gabions  constructed  for  the  inspection  of  the 
board  of  engineers.  Eighteen  mats  were  completed.  A  plat  for  the  divers  was  nearly 
finished.  The  steam-launch  was  hauled  out,  and  the  wheel  changed  for  one  of  ranker 
pitch ;  the  hull  was  repainted,  and  a  light  deck  placed  over  the  machinery  to  protect 
it  from  the  rain  ;  an  awning  was  provided  for  the  rest  of  the  cabin  space. 

The  survey  has  progressed  as  rapidly  as  the  weather  would  permit.  The  shore-line 
in  the  vicinity  of  Virginia  Point  was  surveyed  and  plotted,  and  the  primary  triangnla- 
tion  of  the  general  survey  completed. 

The  cross-sectioning  or  the  gabion  jetty  was  nearly  completed,  and  will  be  finished 

early  in  the  present  month. 

«  •  •  «  «  »  * 

On  the  2Jst  of  January  the  following  letter  of  instructions  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  ofScer  in  superintendence : 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  Orleans^  January  21, 1876. 

Sir:  The  Chief  of  Engineer  having  directed  that  the  work  for  improving  the  en- 
trance to  Galveston  be  resumed  and  conducted  in  strict  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  board  of  engineers  recently  convened  in  New  York  City  to  consider 
and  report  upon  the  subject,  authority  is  given  you  to  recommence  the  work,  observing 
the  following  instructions : 

1st.  Select  grounds  for  buildings  and  vard  on  the  bay 'side  of  Bolivar  Peninsula,  and 
secure  a  suitable  lease  for  it,  which  will  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers. 

The  lease  should  be  from  month  to  month,  the  United  Ststes  having  the  privilege  of 
extending  it  month  after  month  on  the  terms  agreed  upon  for  the  first  month  so  long 
as  desirable  for  the  use  of  the  work. 

Also  to  have  the  privilege  of  removing  all  buildings  after  annulment  of  lease. 

2d.  Having  secured  lease,  erect  the  necessary  buildings  for  a  force  of  80  men ;  these 
buildings  to  consist  of  the  following  : 

1.  Officers'  quarters,  to  contain  rooms  for  two  assistant  engineers,  one  overseer,  and 
one  clerk,  one  office,  one  draughting-room,  one  dining-room,  one  kitchen,  with  cook's 
sleeping-room  ofif  it;  the  officers'  rooms  in  second  story. 

2.  Men's  ouarters,  with  rooms  for  foremen,  dining-room,  kitcheu,,  cook's  room,  and 
atore-room  tor  provisions. 

3.  Carpenter^s  shop. 

4.  Store-house. 

5.  Blacksmith-shop. 

6.  Such  sheds  as  may  be  necessary  for  morter-beds,  sand  and  gravel  storage.  These 
buildings  to  be  located  at  such  distances  apart  as  to  insure  against  fire ;  to  be  built 
in  the  cheapest  style  consistent  with  comfort  and  stability,  and  by  hired  labor,  the 
material  being  purchased  in  the  open  market. 

3d.  Construct  such  wharves,  ways,  cisterns,  and  water-closets  as  may  be  required  for 
the  work  and  for  comfort  of  employes.  Have  the  ground  you  lease  accurately  surveyed, 
its  boundary  well  marked  and  plotted ;  then  on  the  plot  locate  these  several  buildings  in 
plan,  and  sendthe  plot  to  this  office,  together  with  detailed  plans  and  estimates  of  the 
buildings. 

4th.  Purchase  such  kitchen  and  table  furniture,  and  such  tools,  as  may  be  required. 

5th.  Contract  for  material  enough  to  make  about  500  gabions,  with  their  fascines, 
mats,  and  blocks. 

6th.  Employ  all  carpenters,  plasterers,  and  laborers  by  the  hour.  Civil  assistant  en- 
gineers, overseers,  foremen,  blacksmith,  cooks,  waiters,  and  persons  employed  on 
vessels,  by  the  month.  Wages  should  be  reduced  to  the  same  as  those  given  now  by 
private  parties  who  board  their  employ<$s.    Civil  assistants,  overseer,  clerk,  and  offi- 
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cers  of  Teasels,  while  retaining  their  present  pay,  will,  after  completion  of  buildinfrg,  be 
required  to  board  on  the  work. 

7th.  Provisions  will  be  procured  ander  existing  agreement. 

8tb.  Instructions  will  be  given  at  a  later  date  n)r  prosecution  of  work  on  jetty. 

9th.  The  following  reports  will  be  made  to  this  office : 

1.  By  telegraph  auer  3  p.  m.,  every  Saturday,  stating  balance  of  funds  on  hand. 

2.  A  short  report  to  be  transmitted  every  Monday,  giving  general  account  of  pro- 
gress during  the  past  week. 

3.  A  report  at  the  close  of  each  month,  in  the  form  inclosed,  marked  '^  A.^' 

4.  All  vouchers  paid  during  each  week  will  be  transmitted  at  the  close  of  the  week 
during  which  paid. 

5.  With  each  monthly  report  will  be  sent  a  chart  of  survey  covering  the  inner  bar, 
made  as  late  in  the  month  as  practicable. 

6.  After  buildings  and  yard  are  ready  for  occupancy,  photographic  views  from  not  to 
exceed  6  points  wUl  be  taken,  and  4  sets  printed,  3  sets  to  be  sent  to  this  office. 

7.  While  buildings  are  in  progress,  you  will  carefully  consider  the  recommendations 
of  the  recent  board  of  engineers,  and  report  a  project  for  carrying  them  out. 

It  Is  desirable  to  have  a  large  number  of  gabions  ready  for  putting  in  position  about 
the  middle  of  May,  at  the  latest^  in  order  that  further  results  on  the  inner  bar  may  be 
had  before  the  30th  of  June. 

Copies  of  report  of  board,  and  instructions  from  Chief  of  Engineers,  are  inclosed  for 
your  information. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Howell, 
Captain  of  Engineers j  U»  13.  A. 
Lieut.  James  B.  Quinn, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  V.  8,  A, 

The  report  for  February  was  as  follows : 

The  construction  of  the  wharf  and  men's  qnarters  was  commenced  immediately  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  lumber.  The  piles  for  the  wharf  were  nearly  all  put  down,  and  the 
men's  qnarters  were  shingled  and  nearly  completed.  Arrangements  for  the  early  de- 
livery of  the  materials  for  the  construction  or  the  gabions  were  made.  An  examina- 
tion of  tl^e  gabion-jetty  was  made  during  the  month,  and  the  results  were  carefully 
plotted,  and  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  a  copy  can  be  made.  The  examination  was 
as  thorough  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  The  weather  was  very  unfavor- 
able, being  quite  foggy,  and  at  no  time  particularly  quiet.  Piles  were  snnk  along  the 
presumed  line  of  the  jetty,  and  a  line  stretched  at  right  ancles  to  the  line  of  piles  or  as 
near  to  a  right  angle  as  circflmstances  would  admit.  This  Tine  was  held  tant  by  means 
of  anchors  and  the  steam-launch,  and  the  soundings  were  located  from  shore-stations. 

The  examinations  of  the  gabions  met  in  the  course  of  the  examination  were  made 
with  the  pole,  any  other  examination  than  with  a  diver  being  impossible.  The  jgabions 
are  nearly  all  covered  with  sand,  the  back  or  seaward  lines  being  almost  entirely  ao. 
The  apparent  breaks  in  the  lines  of  gabions  encountered  during  the  examination  results 
from  the  swaying  of  the  line  from  one  side  to  the  other.  The  pole  not  meeting  with  a 
gabion  when  put  down,  no  search  was  made,  but  the  depth  of  water  was  alone  recorded. 
Time  did  not  admit  of  a  thorough  search  or  location  of  all  the  gabions,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  deemed  sufficient  to  examine  those  onlv  which  were  met  while  sounding  the 
line,  the  diver  having  previously  reported  that  the  line  of  gabions  was  intact.  Since 
the  lines  of  soundings  did  not  coincide  with  the  line  of  the  gabions,  the  plotting  of 
those  gabions  encountered  is  calculated  to  leave  the  impression  that  the  line  is  defect- 
ive, and  that  many  gabions  are  missing.  In  order  that  no  doubts  may  exist  in  regard 
to  this,  I  will  myself,  during  the  present  month,  descend  in  the  diving-armor  and  ex- 
amine the  locality  in  person,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  correct  location  of  the  lines  of 
gabions  not  covered  by  sand.  Aside  from  the  condition  of  the  gabions  themselves, 
the  influence  which  they  exert  in  maintaining  and  direct ins^  the  channel  across  the 
inner  bar  is  not  only  "apparent,"  but  it  is  emphatic  and  deci£d. 

No  important  storms  have  occurred  since  the  25th  of  September  last,  yet  the  depth 
of  water  has  steadily  increased  upon  the  inner  bar,  until  a  depth  sufficient  to  admit 
vessels  drawing  13  feet  of  water  now  exists.  The  water  is  slightly  deeper  on  the  inner 
bar  than  on  the  outer  bar.  The  examinations  of  the  shore-lines,  embraced  in  the  prin- 
cipal survey  of  Galveston  Harbor,  are  about  completed,  and  the  services  of  the  addi- 
tional assistant  engineers  were  dispensed  with  at  the  termination  of  the  month. 

A  re-examination  of  the  inner  bar  was  made  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  (February,) 
and  the  83nnding8,  so  far  plotted,  indicate  not  less  than  14  feet  depth  of  water  in  the 
channel  across  it.    The  tracing  of  this  survey  will  be  forwarded  «n  the  7th  or  8th. 
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The  report  for  March  was  as  follows : 

DuriDg  the  roonth  the  wharf  at  Bolivar  Point  was  nearly  oorapleted,  and  the  tram- 
way, leading  from  it  to  the  several  portions  of  the  yard,  was  nearly  finished.  The  honse 
placed  on  No.  2  Barge  was  moved  ashore,  placed  on  a  foundation,  and  fitted  up  far  a 
cement  shed.  A  carpenter-shop  was  built,  and  the  quarters  for  the  men  finished  and 
occupied.  Some  material  for  gabions  was  received  and  stored,  and  implements  for 
constructing  gabions  were  obtained.  The  survey  of  the  harbor  was  continued,  and  a 
re-examination  of  the  inner  bar,  made  during  the  month,  disclosed  the  fact  that  the 
process  of  scouring  out  had  still  continued. 

On  April  6th,  the  followlDg  letter  of  instractions,  to  the  officer  in 
superintendence,  was  transmitted: 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  OrleaMf  La.,  April  6, 1876. 

Sir  :  As  your  preparations  for  resuming  the  work  for  the  improvement  of  Galveston 
Harbor  approach  completion,  changes  in  details  of  construction  of  gabions  and  mats, 
to  meet  the  views  of  the  board  of  engineers  recently  convened  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety, &o.,  of  continuing  the  work ;  also,  improved  methods  of  moving  the  gabions,  &c., 
to  position,  and  of  placing  them  in  position,  have  to  be  considered.  Your  views  as  to 
these  matters  have  oeen  called  for,  but  as  yet  have  not  been  received  at  this  office.  In 
default  at  this  late  day  of  such  views  and  plans  as  it  was  expected  you  would  present, 
the  following  are  sent  for  your  guidance. 

In  regard  to  details  of  construction,  the  board  made  the  following  points  : 

1.  The  gabions  should  be  better  stiffened  from  the  inside. 

2.  The  cement  coating  should  be  thicker. 

X  A  cement  coating  should  be  added  on  the  inside,  as  you  recommended. 

4.  No  projecting  ends  of  stakes  or  edges  of  covers  should  be  permitted. 

5.  The  tops  and  bottoms  should  be  carbolized. 

6.  The  cross-pieces  of  the  covers  should  be  beveled,  so  as  to  better  hold  the  cement 
covering  to  be  spread  over  the  top. 

In  niakiog  the  construction  to  meet  the  views  of  the  board  as  fully  as  possible,  the 
following  is  directed : 

1.  To  stiffen :  For  each  gabion  there  will  be  put  two  A^mes  of  1^  inch  lumber,  6 
inches  wide,  along  the  sides  of  the  12-foot  gabions,  and  of  suitable  width  at  the  ends 
to  give  plenty  of  room  for  three  tree-nails  in  each.  Each  frame  will  be  of  8  pieces, 
namely,  2  sides,  2  end,  and  4  to  connect.  The  lumber  to  be  undressed  and  of  cheap 
quality. 

The  tree-nails  connecting  the  pieces  of  the  frame  are  to  be  wedged  at  both  ends. 
One  of  these  frames  is  to  be  placed  2  feet  above  the  bottom,  the  other  4  feet  above  the 
bottom. 

At  the  middle  point  of  each,  and  at  3  feet  on  each  side,  cross-pieces  of  1-inch  stuff  6 
iijcbes  wide  will  be  nailed  on. 

Tliese  frames  will  be  notched  for  each  stake  and  care  taken  that  each  stake  fits  its 
notch  without  having  to  be  bent. 

Each  stake  will  be  nailed,  to  each  frame  as  well  as  to  the  top  and  bottom. 

2.  The  cement-coating  will  be  made  at  least  4  inches  thick  from  inside  to  outside  of 
gabion.    Any  greater  thickness,  up  to  6  inches,  it  is  left  at  your  discretion  to  direct. 

4,  5,  6,  and  7  need  no  explanation. 

Hough  drawings  are  sent  you  herewith  to  illustrate  the  foregoing. 

MATS. 

The  Board  insisted  upon  mats  extending  underneath  the  gabions,  and  for  a  distance 
each  side  proportioned  to  depth  of  water  in  which  placed. 

A  depth  of  12  feet  is  that  for  which  the  dimensions  given  on  the  inclosed  sketch  are 
directed. 

The  mats  are  to  be  made  the  same  as  the  hurdles  used  in  field -fortification,  but  with 
this  addition,  viz,  the  trimmings  of  the  cane  used  for  gabions  are  to  be  woven  in  so  as  to 
make  a  rough  mat  that  will  catch  sand  enough  to  cover  up  the  stakes  and  watling  and 
so  protect  them  from  worms. 

Each  gabion  will  have  its  own  mat  and  be  fastened  to  the  latter  by  galvanized-iron 
wire,  as  shown  in  the  sketch. 

Fascines  will  also  be  attached  to  each  gabion  (four  to  each)  as  shown. 

As  a  guide  for  putting  the  gabions  in  Tine,  poles  1^  or  2  inches  in  diameter  will  be 
fastened  to  each  end,  as  shown  in  the  drawing ;  these  to  be  long  enough  to  project  above 
water  when  the  gabion  is  placed,  and  to  be  cut  off  by  the  diver  after  they  have  suffi- 
ciently served  their  puipose  as  range-poles. 
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The  fasoiaes  are  to  be  fastened  so  that  the  diver  may  wedge  them  in  between  the 
gabions  after  the  latter  are  in  position. 

The  weights  will  be  placed  on  the  mats  as  heretofore. 

It  is  desirable  to  know  if  the  mats  with  gabions  on  them,  properly  ballasted,  may  not 
be  towed  into  position  on  rafts,  and  thns  do  away  with  the  use  of  the  gabion-scows. 

Yon  will  make  this  experiment  as  soon  as  possible,  and  fully  reporc  immediately 
afterward  the  particulars. 

It  is  also  desirable  to  know  if  wronght-iron  tubes.  30  feet  long  and  4^  or  5  inches  in 
diameter,  may  not  be  substituted  for  the  guide- piles  heretofore  used.  These  may  be 
rapidly  put  in  place  and  easily  taken  up  after  they  have  served  their  purpose.  1  think 
they  may  be  used  fur  anchorage  of  dreage,  &c.  Four  of  these  tubes  have  been  ordered 
from  New  York;  on  their  receipt  you  will  make  experiment  with  them  and  report 
fully. 

Each  gabion-top  when  made  will  have  the  holes  left  for  introduction  of  sand-filling 
jQtted  with  a  suitable  stopper  to  be  put  in  by  the  diver  after  the  gabion  is  in  position 
and  filled. 

Before  putting  this  stopper  in,  any  space  in  the  gabion  not  filled  by  the  sand-dredge 
will  be  filled.    After  putting  in  the  stopper  it  will  be  covered  with  cement. 

The  means  for  carrying  out  these  instructions  will  readily  suggest  themselves. 

The  filling  may  be  done  with  a  hand-dredge. 

The  cement  can  be  put  down  in  a  closed  bucket  having  a  trap  for  dumping. 

The  work  of  ballasting  mats,  the  f  ascinage  between  gabions,  the  completion  of  filling, 
putting  in  stoppers,  and  covering  the  latter  with  cement,  will  of  course  belong  to  the 
diver's  party. 

There  are  other  matters  regarding  facilities  for  handling  gabions  in  the  construc- 
tion-yard, and  when  being  put  in  place,  which  I  leave  to  be  decided  upon  after  per- 
sonal consultation  with  you. 

The  decision  of  the  Board  In  regard  to  order  of  construction  of  the  Jetties,  and  in 
regard  to  location,  is  sufficiently  plain. 

The  Fort  Point  jetty  is  to  be  completed  to  the  full  length  and  height  necessary  to 
secure  an  18-foot  channel  across  the  inner  bar,  but  in  the  mean  time  yon  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  good  weather  to  put  down  the  experimental  section  of  the  Bolivar  jetty. 

This  experimental  section  the  Board  strongly  insist  upon,  and  it  is  important  that  it 
sbould  be  put  down  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Howell, 
Captain  of  Engineers f  U.  S.  A» 

Lieut.  James  B.  Quixn, 

Corps  of  EngiuetrSj  U.  S.  A, 

The  following  was  the  result  of  operations  during  April : 

Amount  of  work  done  during  the  month:  Carpenters  made  140  gabiou-bottonis,  45 
gabion-tops,  526  yoken,  115  frames,  25  gabion-trucks,  14  couci*ete-molds  ;  built  black- 
smith's shop,  16  by  24  feet. 

Blacksmith :  185  gabion-bolts  made.  Balance  of  month  occupied  in  general  work, 
as  shown  in  tabular  statement. 

Laborers  made  214  fascines;  wove  67  gabions ;  molded  159  concrete  blocks;  car- 
bolized  110  gabion-bottoins ;  carboiized  27  gabion-tops;  concreted  46  gabions ;  staked 
87  gabions;  trimmed  3,624  bundles  cane  ;  received  101,940  feet  lumber,  4,075  stakes, 
2,980  bunches  cane,  (50  each  bunch,)  10,529  cubic  feet  beach-sand,  1,678  cubic  feet  San 
Jacinto  sand,  2,537  cubic  feet  gravel,  69  piles;  constructed  sand-bins,  coal-bin,  and 
sunk  two  wells  for  mortar-beds  and  quarters ;  and  miscellaneous  work,  as  shown  in 
tabular  statement. 

lr  •  •  •  «  «  « 

During  May,  Lieut.  C.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A., 
was  placed  in  superintendence  of  the  work,  relieving  Lieut.  James  B. 
Quinn,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  result  of  operations  for  May  has  been  reported  as  follows: 

•  •••*«« 

Amount  of  work  done  during  the  month :  Carpenters  made  124  frabion-bottoms,  23d 
gabion-tops,  317  gabion  frames,  12  molds  for  molding  concrete  weights,  1  water- tank, 
(900  gallons  capacity ;)  repaired  launch  ;  various  repairs  on  tug;  work  of  attaching 
machinery  for  propelling  sand-dredge,  (not  yet  completed ;)  and  miscellaneous  work. 

Blacksmith  made  292  gabion-bolts ;  worked  most  of  the  time  on  repairs  and  iron- 
work for  sand-dredge. 
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Laborers  made  168  fascines;  wove  the  canes  in  123  gabions ;  cemented  inside  139 
gabions;  cemented  ontside  (first  coat)  122  gabions;  concreted  (ballast)  144  gabions; 
cemented  (second  coat)  outside,  (completed,)  115  gabions;  146  gabion-bottoms  were 
staked,  (40  stakes  in  each  bottom  ;)  596  concrete  blocks  were  made. 


At  the  close  of  the  year  the  following  report,  coyeriug  the  operations 
during  June,  was  rendered  by  Lieutenant  Davis: 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

GalvestoHy  Tex.y  June  30, 1676. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  your  letter  of  instrnctions-  of  Jane  19,  1876,  I  have  the 
bonM*  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  condition  of  the  works  of  improvement  of 
Galveston  Harbor,  Texas.  • 

On  my  arrival  in  Galveston,  May  16,  1876,  I  fonnd  that,  owing  to  anticipated 
changes  in  the  conduct  of  the  work,  everything  had  been  kept  in  abeyance.  Only  the 
day  before  had  Orders  been  given  to  commence  patting  the  sand-dredge  in  condition 
for  active  work. 

Since  my  arrival  the  time  has  been  devoted  to  pushing  the  work  forward  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  on  the  **  plant,"  as  much  valuable  time  for  putting  down  gabions  was 
being  lost ;  at  the  same  time  the  work  at  the  constr  net  ion-grounds  was  actively  kept  up, 
in  oraer  to  get  as  large  a  supply  of  material  and  finished  gabions  on  hand  as  possible. 
On  the  3d  of  April,  everything  being  in  readiness  to  commence  work,  a  force  of  men 
was  employed  for  the  construction  of  gabions;  very  soon  after  orders  were  received 
from  the  New  Orleans  office  changing  the  oonatruotion  of  gabions  somewhat,  and  re- 
quiring the  use  of  some  material  otdififerent  dimensions  from  that  on  band.  This 
caused  some  delay,  during  which  the  men  were  employed  in  misoellaneoas  work, 
and  the  construction  of  gabions  did  not  really  actively  commence  nntU  the  Ist  of 
May.  On  the  15th  of  May  orders  were  given  to  have  the  machinery  for  propelling  the 
sand-dredge  made  and  put  in,  and  to  complete  the  attachment  of  a  condenser  to  the 
boiler.  A  sufficient  force  was  put  on  this  work  to  keep  up  with  the  receipt  of  the 
machinery  from  the  foundery  as  fast  as  it  was  completed,  which  work  took  until  nearly 
the  end  of  June.  On  June  7,  lumber  was  ordered,  and  on  the  9th  work  was  com- 
menced on  the  construction  of  temporary  ways  for  hauling  out  the  sand-dredge  and 
barges  Nos.  1  and  2  for  repairs. 

The  bottom  of  the  sand-dredge  was  cleaned  of  barnacles,  and  wherever  worms  had 
penetrated,  new  sheathing  and  tarred  paper  put  on. 

Both  of  the  barges  were  entirely  stripped  of  the  old  sheathing  and  tarred  paper^ 
and  re-covered  with  new.  This  work  extended  through  the  mouth  of  June,  and  wiU 
require  a  few  days  in  July  to  complete. 

NecessarjT  repairs  to  the  tu^-boat  Molyneux  (putting  in  new  tubes  and  water-legs) 
wiU  take  till  the  first  week  in  July  for  completioui  after  which  time  we  shaU  be  pre- 
pared for  the  work  of  sinking  gabions  in  position. 

The  material  on  hand  June  30  is  as  follows:  216  gabions  completed,  54  gabions  woven, 
174  gabion-bottoms,  97  gabion-tops,  lOd  gabion-frames,  693  concrete  blocks,  382  fascines, 
8  mats,  and  a  large  amount  of  material  for  constructing  gabions. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  United  States  Assistant  Engineer  H.  C.  Ripley  of 
the  survey  work  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876.  This  report  is  so  full  as  to 
leave  little  to  be  addeci,  except  that  during  the  time  I  have  been  here  the  survey  work 
has  been  pushed  with  commendable  energy,  and  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  on  the 
score  of  accuracy. 

I  also  transmit  the  wind  and  rain  record  from  November  1,  1875,  to  May  30, 1876. 

At  this  port,  during  the  year  from  July  1,  187.'>,  to  June  30,  1876,  there  was  collected 
$63,854.80,  and  the  duties  on  merchandise  received  in  bond  amounted  to  $43,154.83. 

Entries  and  clearances  fnnn  June  30,  1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 


Vessels. 

Entries. 

Clearances. 

Xa 

Tons. 

Na 

Tons. 

American,  coast .' 

411 
60 
189 

415,293 
32,137 
80.333 

306 
66 
181 

388,191 

AmericaD,  foreign 

87,437 

Foreign ... 

66.5e!0 

Total 

600 

517, 661 

493 

376,317 
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Value  of  exports  shipped  to  foreign  countries  during  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1875,  $16,116,458. 
Value  of  same  from  January  J,  1876,  to  May  31, 1876,17,890,815. 
This  improvement  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Galveston,  Tex.    The  nearest  light- 
house is  on  Bolivar  Peninsula. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  E.  L.  B.  Davis, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 
Capt.  C.  W.  Howell, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  U.S.A. 

The  foUowiDg  report  of  AsBistaut  Engineer  H.  G.  Ripley  gives  an  ac- 
coant  of  surveys  made : 

Galveston,  Tex.,  July  3, 1876. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  relating  to  the  surveys  at 
Galveston,  Tex.,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

Work  to  he  accomplished, — It  was  tne  design  first  to  make  monthly  hydro^raphic  sur- 
veys of  the  inner  har ;  second,  to  make  a  complete  survey  of  the  harbor,  trigonometric, 
hydrographic,  and  topographic;  third,  to  obtain  such  other  information  as  should 
appear  of  value  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  the  harbor. 

In  accordance  with  this  design  stations  were  erected  for  connecting  at  distant  points  by 
triangulation,  and  ranges  were  put  up  on  Bolivar  Peninsula  for  the  purpose  of  sounding 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  Jetty,  extending  from  Bolivar  Peninsula  across  the  outer 
bar.  Eleven  ranges  were  put  up  and  5  large  triangulation-stations  built,  when  the  storm 
of  September  came  and  destroyed  them  all,  save  one  range.  Attempts  at  sounding  by 
means  of  ranges  were  therefore  abandoned,  and  only  the  triangulation-stations  were 
rebuilt. 

After  the  storm,  which  swept  away  beacons  and  buoys  and  changed  shore-liues  and 
chauuels,  it  became  desirable  to  msKe  a  survey,  at  once,  of  both  inner  and  outer  bars. 
Therefore,  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  stations  to  locate  soundings  could  be  built 
and  located,  the  soundings  were  commeuced,  and  a  chart  of  the  inner  bar  was  com- 
pleted in  October  and  one  of  the  outer  bar  in  November. 

Some  remarkable  changes  in  the  channels  aud  shoals  were  revealed  by  this  survey 
as  having  taken  place  during  the  storm. 

The  gabion-jetty  was  to  a  great  extent  laid  bare  of  the  sand  accumulation  which  had 
almost  concealed  it,  aud  which  was  destined,  in  the  short  space  of  three  months,  to 
almost  entirely  envelop  it  again.  This  exposure  afforded  an  opportunity  to  locate  its 
po<*ition,  which  was  approximately  done  in  the  following  manner : 

The  tug-boat  was  anchored  at  different  points  along  the  jetty — as  determined  by  send- 
ing down  a  diver — and  her  several  positions  located.  The  union  of  these  points  and 
the  end  of  the  breakwater  by  straight  lines,  and  the  addition  of  a  line  to  indicate  the 
back  row  of  gabions,  and  these  connected  by  cross-liues  to  indicate  the  wing-Jetties, 
gives  the  posiciou  of  the  jetty  as  shown  on  the  chart  of  that  date. 

Afterward,  from  January  24  to  February  9,  a  more  accurate  location  of  the  Jetty  was 
attempted  in  the  following  manner:  A  straight  row  of  piles  was  first  driven, the  dis- 
tance from  pile  to  pile  being  about  100  feet,  extending  from  the  end  of  the  breakwater 
in  the  direction,  approximately,  of  the  jetty ;  a  line  of  sounding  was  then  taken,  extend- 
ing 300  feet  on  either  side  of  each  pile,  at  right  angles,  or  nearly  so,  to  the  row  of  piles. 

Soundings  were  taken  every  5  feet  until  the  probability  of  meeting  a  gabion  was 
passed,  and  thereafter  every  10  feet,  and  locations  were  made  once  in  50  feet  by  means 
of  two  instruments  ac  the  extremities  of  a  known  base  on  shore. 

Whenever  a  gabion  was  found,  its  position  was  accurately  located  and  its  inclination, 
if  possible,  ascertained. 

The  only  defect  in  a  complete  location  by  this  method  was  due  to  the  accumulation 
of  sand,  which  so  eutirely  covered  the  Jetty  that  only  a  few  gabious,  comparatively, 
could  be  found. 

The  union  of  these  by  straight  lines,  extended  to  correspond  to  the  limits  of  the  Jetty 
as  determined  previously,  and  before  described,  and  the  a<lditiou  of  lines  to  show  wing- 
Jetties,  gives  its  position  as  shown  on  charts  subsequent  to  this  date,  (Februarv  9.) 

Three  other  surveys  of  the  inner  bar  have  been  made;  one  February  25  ana  26,  one 
March  21  to  24,  and  one  June  16  and  17. 

After  the  storm  of  September  a  section  across  Bolivar  Channel  was  taken,  aud  com- 
pared with  one  taken  from  the  chart  of  1873,  which  shows  that  no  material  change  had 
occurred  in  its  area  of  discharge. 

High-water  marks  at  different  points  on  the  island  and  on  Bolivar  Point  were  det<er- 
mined  by  carefully-run  level-lines.  The  result  is  tabulated  below.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  a  difference  of  3  feet  in  elevation  existed  on  opposite  sides  of  the  island.  This 
seems  almost  incredible,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  truth. 
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Table  showing  elevations  of  high-water  above  mean  low-tide  during  the  etorms  of  June,  1867, 

and  September y  1875. 


Location. 


Sonthwc8t  corner  of  22d  street  and  AveDoe  D 

Hendlby  Building:,  comer  of  20th  street  and  Strand 

Inside  of  cotton -press,  Strand,  between    IStli  and   19tb 
streets. 

Northenst  comer  of  16tb  street  and  Avenue  L 

Court- House,  20th  street 

Southwest  comer  of  32d  street  and  Avenue  M 

Near  southwest  comer  of  33d  street  and  Avenue  N  i 

Southwest  oomei|of  22d  street  and  Avenue  D 

At  Government  buildings,  Fort  Point* 


Ship  chandlery,  south  side  of  Strand,  between  20th  and 
2lst  streets. 

Saint  Mary's  College,  Broadway 

Southwest  comer  of  10th  (Street  actfd  Avenue  L I 

At  ligb^house,  Bolivar  Point I 


Eleva- 
tion. 


Year.       Authority  and  remarks. 


Feet. 
6.  ri97 
6.199 
6.484 

8.604 
8.090 
7.549 
7.660 
6.987 
8.304 

6.596 

9.292 
9.496 
8.622 


1867  H.  Rosenberf;. 

lt<67  Capt  Joe  Hendley. 

1875  Mark  very  distinct. 

1875  Charles  Weinberg. 

1875  E.  S.  Fletcher,  dep'v  clerk. 

1875  T.  A. Washington,  citveng'r. 

1875  Colonel  Thrasher.      ' 

1875  A.  Korv. 

1875  I  K.  M.  Pease;  less  than  ex- 

I      treme  height. 

1875  ,  A.  Wakeler. 


1875     Rev.  Father  Carrier. 
1875     L.  P.  Whiting. 
1875  ,  Light-keeper. 


*  The  buildings  were  carried  away  when  the  tide  had  reached  this  height.  It  continued  risiug  for 
some  time  afterward. 

DETAII^  OF  SURVEY. 

The  survey  of  the  entire  harbor  embraces  an  area  of  about  90  square  miles,  aod, 
when  fiuished,  I  think  will  be  more  complete,  hydrograpbically,  than  any  yet  made  of 
this  harbor.  It  has  been  conducted  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  of  the  Coast  Survey  for 
sncli  work.  The  triangulation  was  executed  with  a  sextant,  and  all  stations  and  promi- 
nent objects  have  been  plotted  by  co-ordinates.  The  accuracy  of  distances  depend 
upon  three  distances  determined  by  the  survey  of  1873.  They  are  from  flag-staff, 
Henley  building,  to  Bolivar  light,  ^2JSi^^(j  feet ;  from  flag-staff,  Henley  building,  to 
north  breakwaterbeacon,  23,364  feet;  north  breaker  beacon  to  Bolivar  light,  23,731-^ 
feet. 

The  true  meridian  here  assumed  was  also  determined  by  that  survey. 

The  topography  was  executed  with  transit  and  stradia.  It  was  commenced  in  Sep- 
tember and  finished  in  February. 

The  shore-line,  as  indicated  on  the  chart,  is  that  of  mean  low-tide. 

The  hydrography  was  accomplished  in  the  following  manner: 

Soundings  were  taken  on  time  from  the  steam-launch  Fascine  for  a  depth  of  14  feet ; 
a  pole  marked  to  feet  and  tenths  was  used,  and  for  greater  depths  a  line  marked  to 
fathoms  and  feet  was  substituted.  Locations  were  made  from  the  boat  with  two  sex- 
tants, by  measuring  the  angles  from  the  three  known  objects.  The  frequency  of  the 
'  observations  depended  upon  changes  in  depth,  velocitj',  or  direction.  The  apparent 
course  of  the  boat  was  determined  by  compass;  but  it^  real  course  being  so  much 
affected  by  wind  and  tide,  the  accuracy  of  location  of  intermediate  soundings  depends 
upon  the  following  principles  : 

If  there  exists  a  force,  as  of  wind  or  current,  in  any  direction  not  coincident  with 
that  of  the  boat,  it  will  cause  a  change  in  direction.  Supposing  the  velocity  of  the 
boat  to  be  uniform,  if  this  force  be  constant  and  uniform  the  actual  course  of  the  boat 
will  be  a  straight  line,  and  will  differ  from  her  apparent  course  in  proportion  to  the 
relative  amounts  of  the  boat's  velocity  and  the  perturbing  force.  The  location  of 
intermediate  soundings  will  be,  therefore,  in  this  case  quite  as  accurate  as  though  no 
perturbing  force  existed. 

But  if  this  force  be  uniformly  changing,  (increasing  or  diminishing,)  the  boat's  actual 
course  will  be  a  curve  whose  radii  of  curvature  are  uniformly  chauging,  (diminishing 
and  increasing.)  But  if  locations  be  frequently  made,  this  curve  can  be  determined, 
and  hence  the  location  of  intermediate  soundings  will  still  be  quite  accurate.  If,  how- 
ever, a  sudden  change  occur  either  iu  the  direction  or  force  of  the  current,  as  is  often 
the  case  in  passing  from  flats  to  channel,  or  in  encountering  different  currents  where 
the  Galveston  Channel  meets  the  Bolivar  Channel  on  the  inner  bar,  to  insure  accuracy 
it  is  necessary  to  make  a  location  immediately  before  and  after  the  change,  and  possi- 
bly to  reject  intermediate  soundings. 

If,  however,  instead  of  running  by  compass,  we  use  a  range  to  keep  our  course,  any 
change  in  the  force  or  direction  of  the  current,  instead  of  producing  a  change  in  direc- 
tion which  is  determinate,  will  produce  a  change  in  velocity  which  is  indeterminate, 
and  therefore  the  equal  spacing  for  intermediate  soundings  will  give  only  an  approxima- 
tion to  the  truth.  If,  in  addition,  we  are  obliged  to  wait  for  our  intersecting  range  to 
make  the  location,  a  great  discrepancy  may  result,  and  the  survey  will  be  valuable 
only  as  a  reconnaissance. 
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This  mast  be  very  apparent  when  it  is  considered  that  the  velocity  of  the  boat  may 
be  suddenly  increased  to  twice  or  three  times  its  original  velocity^  and  as  suddenly 
diminished  to  one-half  or  one-third  of  that  velocity. 

For  the  reduction  of  soundings,  three  tide-gauges  have  been  kept :  No.  1  at  the  brick- 
wharf,  Galveston  ;  No.  2  at  the  end  of  the  breakwater,  Fort  Point ;  and  No.  3  at  the 
Government  wharf,  Bolivar.  No.  1  has  been  kept  most  of  the  time  since  September 
27,  1875,  takin$if  hourly  readings  from  7  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m. ;  No.  2  has  been  kept  only  when 
soundings  were  being  taken  on  the  inner  or  outer  bar ;  and  No.  3  has  been  kept  almost 
continuously  since  March  23,  1876,  taking  hourly  readings,  day  and  night. 

Very  lifctle  was  done  in  the  way  of  sounding  for  the  large  chart  until  May  15,  1876. 
From  this  time  the  work  has  progressed  without  important  interruption,  save  from 
bad  weather  and  the  necessary  delay  occasioned  by  the  launch  having  to  make  a  5- 
mile  trip  before  and  after  each  day's  work. 

The  following  exhibit  will  compare  very  favorably  with  a  similar  one  for  previous 
work,  and  will  show  what  an  immense  advantage  there  is  in  having  a  steam-launch 
for  this  kind  of  work : 

Number  of  square  miles  of  hydrography 73 

Number  of  linear  miles  of  hydrography 400 

Total  number  of  soundings  taken 19, 200 

Number  of  soundings  per  square  mile 263 

Number  of  hours  actually  taking  soundings 95 

Namber  of  days  in  which  soundings  were  taken 21 

Average  number  of  hours  per  day  actual  work - 4^ 

Average  number  of  days  favorable  for  hydrographic  work  since  May  15 1  in  2^ 

This  last  includes  much  time  of  inside  sounding,  which  was  not  at  all  favorable  for 
outside  work. 

The  outfit  and  labor  for  this  work  consisted  of  a  steam-launch,  with  captain  and 
engineer,  1  leadsman,  1  time-keeper,  1  recorder,  and  2  observers. 

Below  is  exhibited  the  method  of  keeping  the  records : 


Name  of  sta- 
tious. 


ADgle,  (sex- 
tant No.  164-2.) 


^  A  &  A  B.. 


Time. 


Index  error,     h.    m.    $. 
Zero I    8    84    30 


8    25    10 


61°  34'  40" 


Do. 


96    Sd    30 


8    S6    18 


8    27    32 


Feet. 

12.3 

13.2 

14.6 

16 

16 

16 

1? 
!? 

20 

22 

24 
26 


Name  of  sta- 
tioD. 


15" 


X  AB&AC. 


30'' 

A  B  &  A  B. 


An/zle,  (sex- 
tant No.  1643.) 


Index  error. 
-Oo  01 10" 


880  03/  90// 


76    22    50 


Bemarks. 


Pole  conrse  B.  by  N. 
Hard  sand  line. 


Bange  A  O  &  A  H. 


Soft  mnd. 


In  this  way  every  material  fact  can  be  succinctly  and  intelligibly  recorded.  The  cross- 
marks  thus  ( X )  indicate  the  sounding  that  occurred  at  the  even  minute.  The  figures 
inclosed  thus  15''  30''  indicate  that  the  soundings  following  were  taken  once  m  15 
seconds  or  30  seconds,  as  the  case  may  be.  Under  the  head  of  *'  remarks  "  should  be 
noted  every  change  of  course  or  other  information  likely  to  be  of  value  in  plotting : 
and  at  the  close  of  each  day's  soundings  the  lead-line  should  be  carefully  tested  and 
its  error  noted. 

CHANGES. 


By  reference  to  the  charts,  it  will  be  seen  that  some  remarkable  changes  in  the 
shore-lines  and  channels  took  place  during  the  storm  of  September ;  Pelican  Spit  was 
mostly  swept  away  and  its  shape  entirely  changed.  The  eastern  end  ot  Gulveston 
Island  was  cut  through  by  two  shallow  channels  and  the  general  surface-level  greatly 
reduced.  Three-fifths  of  the  pile- breakwater,  of  which  there  was  6,800  feet,  was  car- 
ried away.  The  knoll  has  been  swept  south  of  a  line  running  east  from  the  outer  end 
of  the  gabion-jetty,  and  the  swash-channel  has  been  closed  at  its  head,  and  its  depth 
greatly  reduced. 

A  new  channel  across  the  outer  bar  was  made  in  the  prolongation  of  Bolivar  Chan- 
nel ;  and  for  a  width  of  channel  of  5,000  feet  extending  from  the  l!:^-foot  curve  on  the 
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inside  to  the  same  carve  on  the  oatside,  a  mean  depth  of  -^  of  a  foot  was  attained, 
and  from  this  area  1,194,000  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed.  A  channel  of  snffi- 
cient  width  for  navigation,  having  a  depth  of  12^  feet  at  mean  low-tide,  was  thos 
formed,  which  has  been  maintained  up  to  this  time  and  shows  every  indication  of  per- 
manence. Tlie  old  ship-channel,  which  nntil  the  storm  was  used  by  all  deep-draoght 
vessels,  has  become  so  obstracted  that  it  is  only  used  by  those  of  light  draught.    ' 

On  the  inner  bar  the  changes  were  very  marked.  A  new  channel  was  cat  through 
the  bar  in  a  line  nearly  direct  trom  the  end  of  the  breakwater  to  the  light-vessel,  deep- 
ening the  bar  at  this  point  from  7  to  12  feet  and  greatly  reducing  its  width ;  while  the 
old  cliannel  was  not  changed  in  depth,  its  width  was  reduced,  so  that  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  bar  was  not  improved  for  navigation  for  vessels  of  deep  draught.  But 
the  impetus  thus  given  remained,  and  a  gradual  deepening  of  this  new  channel  cou- 
tinued ;  and  the  next  survey,  made  February  25  and  26,  snowed  a  depth  of  14f  feet 
across  the  bar.  March  24  there  was  15  feet,  and  June  17  there  was  16^  to  17  feet,  and 
the  distance  across  the  bar  from  the  18-foot  curves  ou  either  side  was  only  450  feet. 

From  the  18-feet  curves  in  the  Galveston  Channel  to  the  same  curve  in  Bolivar  Chan- 
nel in  June,  1875,  covering  an  area  of  1,412,833  square  yards,  which  has  been  mostly 
affected  by  changes  during  the  year,  a  meau  depth  of  &-*^  feet  has  been  attained,  and 
3,024,163  cubic  yards  of  material  have  been  removed. 

I  have  been  assisted  during  the  year  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Talfor,  United  States  assistant 
engineer;  Mr.  Wm.  Thompson,  assistant  engineer;  Mr.  J.  C.  Buchanan,  assistant  engi- 
neer ;  and  Mr.  Richard  Scott,  assistant  engineer.  Mr.  Talfor  has  assisted  in  every  por- 
tion of  the  work,  both  in  field  and  office.  Mr.  Thompson  has  executed  the  topography 
and  assisted  in  taking  sections.  Mr.  Buchanan  did  most  of  the  leveling  for  the  de- 
termination of  the  high-water  of  1867  and  1875 ;  and  Mr.  Scott  assisted  in  the  hydro- 
graphic  work  for  a  short  time,  during  Mr.  Talfor's  absence. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Ripley, 

ABsiBtant  Engineer, 

Lieut.  C.  E.  L.  B.  Davis, 

Corps  of  Engineers^   U,  S.  J. 

The  charts  herewith,  marked  ''A,''  "  B,'-  and  "  C,"  show  the  condition 
of  the  channel  in  coarse  of  improvement  across  the  inner  bar  at  the 
several  times  of  survey. 

The  flnal  chart,  which  is  from  a  sarvey  made  about  the  middle  of  la«t 
'  June^  shows  an  excellent  channei  of  16J  feet  least  depth  at  mean  low- 
tide,  or  over  17J  feet  at  average  flood-tide.  The  increase  in  depth  ob- 
tained by  the  gabion  structure  has  therefore  been  about  5  feet  at  the 
minimum,  and  the  18-foot  contour-lines  inside  and  outside  the  bar, 
which  in  1873  were  5,690  feet  apart,  are  now  but  450  feet  apart.  This 
favorable  change  was  observed  in  progress  previous  to  September  14, 
and  although  no  addition  has  since  been  made  to  the  jetty,  the  change 
is  apparently  yet  in  progress.  It  only  seems  necessary,  in  order  to 
deepen  this  channel  to  20  feet,  and  secure  it  from  injurious  effects  of 
storms,  to  extend  the  jetty  but  a  short  distance  further  and  raise  it  near 
the  water-surface. 

For  this  purpose,  and  to  utilize  the  fair-weather  months  of  July  and 
August,  it  was  hoped  that  further  appropriation  might  be  available  by 
the  30th  of  June. 

Such  appropriation  as  may  be  made  it  is  hoped  to  use  in  completing 
the  Fort  Point  jetty,  and  afterward  in  commencing  the  Bolivar  Point 
jetty  for  improvement  of  the  outer-bar  channel. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  work  be  conducted  as  heretofore,  and  not 
by  contract. 

In  closing,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  gallant  men  who  went  to 
the  rescue  of  the  employes  at  Fort  Point,  who  were  cut  off  by  the  storm 
of  September,  and  in  great  peril. 

Assistant  B.  B.  Talfor;  Mr.  B.  M.  Pease,  overseer,  who  had  himself 
just  been  rescued  while  drifting  in  the  harbor;  Capt.  William  M.  An- 
drews, of  the  disabled  tug  Molyneux ;  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  engineer 
of  the  same  vessel,  and  others,,  whose  names  have  not  been  given  me, 
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took  possession  of  the  steam-tag  General  Stewart  Van  Viiet,  and  with^ 
the  captain  and  engineer  of  that  vessel,  and  a  volunteer  lite-boat  crew 
composed  of  pilots  and  other  citizens  of  Galveston,  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing off  all  but  two  of  the  men  left  at  Fort  Point.  Of  the  two  uiissing, 
one  was  kiHed  by  the  falling  timber  of  the  men's  quarters,  and  the  other 
drowned  by  being  overweighted  with  clothing. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  C.  Kells,  U.  S.  N.,  and  the  oflBcers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Rio  Bravo,  reclothed  and  fed  the  half- 
drowned  men  on  their  arrival  at  the  wharf. 

These  men  saved,  lost  nearly  all  their  personal  effects,  and  are  de- 
serving remuneration,  the  more  so  as  they  waited  until  cut  off,  working 
to  save  Government  property. 

The  work  is  located  near  the  light-house  on  Bolivar  Point,  Texas,  and 
that  portion  for  improvement  of  the  inner  bar  is,  I  think,  capable  of 
completion  to  give  a  permanent  channel,  while  that  designed  for  the 
outer  bar,  as  heretofore  reported,  may  require  short  extension  from  time 
to  time. 

The  data  for  new  estimates  to  cover  changes  in  construction  recom- 
mended by  the  Board  are  not  yet  sufftcient  for  the  purpose. 

The  estimates  of  last  year  are  therefore  left  standing  until  such  time 
as  they  may  be  well  revised. 

Money  tttatement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 J141.951  49 

Amount  expended  durinjB^  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 123, 201  51 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 18,749  98 

•  Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 142, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 209, 700  00 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     209, 700  00 


J  3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  ENTRANCE  TO  GALVESTON  HARBOR,  TEXAS. 

eerort  of  the  board  of  engineers. 

Army  Building, 

New  Yorky  December  28, 1875. 
General  :  The  Board  of  Engineer  Oflficers,  re-assembled  by  Special 
Orders  No.  160,  dated  December  10, 1875,  "  to  reconsider  the  question  of 
the  improvement  of  the  entrance  to  Galveston  Harbor,  Texas,  and  the 
modifications,  if  any,  to  the  plan  adopted  therefor,  which  may  be  ad- 
visable from  the  effects  produced  in  the  channels  and  shoals  of  the  har- 
bor and  its  entrance  by  the  storm  of  September  15, 1875,"  having  care- 
fully reconsidered  the  subject,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  the  report  of  the  Board,  as  originally  constituted  by  Special  Orders 
No.  9,  of  January  26, 1874,  in  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  en- 
trance to  the  bay  and  harbor  of  Galveston,  it  was  recommended  that  two 
piers  or  jetties  should  be  constructed,  the  more  northern  of  which, 
starting  from  an  indicated  point  on  the  Bolivar  Peninsula,  should  be 
extended  to  the  bar,  as  shown  on  the  chart  submitted  with  the  report ; 
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the  other  starting  from  the ,  end  of  the  pile  construction  put  down  by 
the  city  of  Galveston  for  the  protection  and  with  a  view  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  eastern  end  of  the  island,  known  as  Fort  Point,  on  which 
the  city  is  situated.  This  second  pier  or  jetty  was  to  be  extended  toward 
the  Bolivar  Channel  to  a  point  to  be  decided  by  the  effect  produced 
during  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  then  to  be  turned,gradually,  perhaps, 
toward  the  outer  bar  to  a  direction  generally  parallel  to  the  jetty  on  the 
opposite  or  Bolivar  side  of  the  main  channel. 

These  jetties  were  not  necessarily  to  be  brought  above  or  even  to  the 
surface  of  the  water  through  their  entire  length,  but  were  to  be  what 
are  known  as  training-walls,  to  direct  the  current  flowing  in  and  oat  of 
the  bay,  and  more  especially  to  arrest  the  sands  which  are  carried  along 
the  coast  by  the  currents  flowing  in  both  directions — currents  due,  as  we 
learn  from  theobservations  submitted  to  us,  mainly  to  the  action  of  winds. 
With  such  training<walls,  the  Board  believed  that  an  important  increase 
of  depth  of  water  upon  the  outer  bar  w  ould  be  assured  ;  and,  moreover, 
that  the  inshore  portion  of  the  southern  jetty  leading  toward  the  main 
or  Bolivar  Channel  would,  by  extending  the  Fort  Point  extremity  of 
Galveston  Island,  tend  to  reestablish  tbe  condition  which  existed  when 
the  entrance  to  what  is  known  as  Galvestgn  Harbor  had  an  asserted 
depth  of  30  feet ;  or,  in  other  words,  when  no  bar  existed  at  the  en- 
trance. 

In  making  this  recommendation  there  was  a  good  deal  which  the 
Board  considered  and  presented  as  tentative,  and  especially  as  regarded 
the  direction  of  the  portion  of  the  southern  jetty  extending  from  Fort 
Point  toward  the  main  or  Bolivar  Channel,  as  also  the  height  to  which 
this  portion  should  be  raised  j  though  the  prevailing  opinion  was  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the  larger  part,  if  not  all  of  this,  above 
water. 

Captain  and  Brevet  Major  Howell,  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  the 
officer  designated  for  the  charge  of  the  work,  had  presented  a  novel  and 
cheap  device  for  the  construction  of  jetties  like  those  in  question,  in 
which  gabions,  plastered  inside  and  out  with  cement  and  filled  with 
sand,  were  to  take  the  place  of  the  stone  or  concrete  blocks  hitherto 
used  in  such  structures.  The  Board,  impressed  with  the  economy  which 
would  attend  the  use  of  this  device,  though  less  confident  of  its  success 
than  its  originator,  advised  its  trial,  beginning  at  the  inshore  end  of  the 
Fort  Point  jetty ;  and,  after  a  proper  extension  of  this  toward  the  chan- 
nel, then  an  experimental  length  of  from  300  to  500  feet  on  the  outer 
bar  on  the  Bolivar  Point  line  of  jetty,  when  a  full  test  of  the  action  of 
the  waves  on  this  novel  structure  would  be  obtained.  Also,  that  the 
inshore  end  of  this  jetty  should  be  commenced  at  the  same  time  as  the 
portion  on  the  bar. 

In  pursuance  of  this  recommendation,  the  work  was  commenced  and 
carried  out  on  the  Fort  Point  side  to  the  extent  of  about  1,200  feet, 
when  the  stprm  of  September  15,  1875,  occurred,  which  produced  such 
changes  in  the  channels  and  in  the  surface  of  the  northern  end  of  Gal- 
veston Island  as  to  induce  the  re-assembling  of  this  Board. 

Before  reciting  the  changes  occasioned  by  this  storm,  it  seems  proper 
to  state  those  produced  by  the  works  so  far  as  they  had  been  carried. 
These  works,  as  before  remarked,  had  been  carried  out  from  Fort  Point 
about  1,200  feet  toward  the  Bolivar  or  main  channel,  using  in  the  con- 
struction the  sand-filled  gabions  of  Major  Howell,  and  the  northern  end 
of  Galveston  Island  had  followed  the  construction,  obliterating  largely 
the  "swash-channeP'  formerly  existing  around  this  point,  while  the 
shoal  beyond,  known  as  the  "  knoll,''  had  been  moved  northward  toward 
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the  main  cbanDel,  aud  around  the  end  of  the  jetty  toward  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor  of  Galveston.  As  the  sand  of  this  shoal  and  of  the  bar 
to  the  harbor  comes  mainly  from  the  drift  occasioned  by  the  currents 
and  waves  produced  by  the  southwesterly  winds,  this  action  was  to 
have  been  anticipated,  and,  moreover,  it  was  likely  to  continue  until  tbe 
jetty  should  be  prolonged  sufficiently  near  to  and  far  enough  along  the 
main  channel,  and  be  raised  to  such  height,  as  to  arrest  this  actiou. 

The  effect  of  the  storm  upon  the  jetty  itself  seems  not  to  have  been 
very  important,  though  the  velocity  of  the  current  which  the  storm  oc- 
casioned undermined  the  gabions  somewhat,  and  caused  a  settling  of 
several  feet.  So  far  as  the  gabions  themselves  are  concerned,  they  seem 
to  have  stood  the  test  at  least  as  well  as  any  other  mode  of  construction 
would  have  done.  Upon  the  channel  into  inner  harbor  the  effects  of 
the  storm,  while  marked,  do  not  seem  important  as  regards  the  plan  of 
improvement;  while  beyond  the  outer  extremity  of  the  jetty  the  rapid 
outflow  of  the  water  from  the  bay  carried  off  a  part  of  the  "knoll," 
which  had,  under  the  apparent  influence  of  the  jetty,  increased  to  the 
northward  toward  the  main  channel,  and  moved  it  back  to  nearly  its 
old  position. 

The  effect  seaward  of  the  storm  had  been  to  open  a  new  channel  over 
the  outer  bar  on  the  prolongation  of  the  Bolivar  Channel — that  is,  di- 
rectly seaward — or  rather  to  deepen  the  channel  that  formerly  existed 
there,  and  to  narrow  and  contort  the  old  main  channel  over  the  outer 
bar,  which  was  more  to  the  southward.  Probably  this  new  channel  will 
be  gradually  filled  up  to  its  old  depth,  and  the  old  channel  re-estab- 
lished under  the  superior  effect  of  the  drift  from  the  northeast,  which 
determines  the  position  of  the  main  bar  to  the  southward  of  the  line  of 
direct  outflow  of  the  waters  of  Galveston  Bay. 

In  addition  to  the  effects  of  the  storm,  above  noted,  must  be  added 
those  produced  on  the  island  of  Galveston  itself.  The  waters,  piled  up 
in  the  bay  by  the  easterly  and  southerly  winds  of  the  first  part  of  the 
storm,  were  driven  out  with  great  force  when  the  wind  had  got  round 
to  the  northwest,  and  the  rise  of  the  water  was  such  as  to  flood  the  east- 
ern extremity  of  the  island,  and,  by  the  rapidity  of  the  currents  thus 
occasioned,  to  sweep  off  almost  all  the  land  above  water,  east  of  the  city, 
aud  to  carry  away  all  the  workshops  and  buildings  established  for  the 
harbor  constructions.  The  loss  of  property  to  the  Government  is  con- 
siderable, and  is  further  to  be  regretted  as  delaying  the  prosecution  of 
the  work,  as  it  destroyed  not  only  tbe  buildings  and  workshops,  but  a 
large  number  of  gabions  which  require  time  for  their  manufacture. 

These  details  of  the  effect  of  the  storm  are  not  noted  with  a  view  to 
giving  information  to  the  Department,  which  is  already  in  possession  of 
all  the  facts,  but  to  indicate  that  the  Board  have  taken  them  into  con- 
sideration in  tbe  conclusions  to  which  they  have  arrived. 

These  conclusions  are  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  two  jetties  or  Xraining- walls  recommended  in  the  report 
of  January,  1874,  will,  if  constructed,  produce  an  important  increase  of 
depth  over  tbe  outer  bar. 

2.  That  the  portion  to  be  first  constructed  should  be  that  part  of  the 
west  jetty  starting  from  Fort  Point  toward  tbe  main  channel,  and  con- 
tinuing as  far  along  tbe  same  as  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  improve 
the  inner  bar,  by  preventing  the  transport  of  tbe  sand  by  waves  and 
currents  into  the  inner  channel,  and  allowing  the  currents  of  that 
channel  to  increase  tbe  erosion. 

3.  As  tbe  use  of  gabions  is  a  novelty,  and,  consequently,  as  we  have 
no  experimental  knowledge  regarding  their  reliability  for  such  works, 
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they  should  not  be  adopted  definitively  for  the  main  works  until  a  more 
thorough  and  extended  test  shall  have  been  made  of  them  by  the  exten- 
sion of  the  inshore-end  of  the  Fort  Point  jetty,  by  constructing  from 
300  to  400  feet  of  the  northern  jetty  on  the  most  exposed  position  on 
the  bar,  and  of  a  portion  of  the  inshore-end  of  that  jetty,  as  recommended 
in  our  first  report. 

It  should  be  stated  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  use  of  the^ 
gabions  in  exposed  situations  can  be  attended  with  success  only  in  case 
they  shall  be  soon  covered  by  the  drifting  sands,  so  as  to  protect  them 
from  injury  from  the  continued  action  of  waves,  from  the  shock  of  float- 
ing bodies,  and  from  all  other  causes  which  might  tend  to  disrupt  them 
and  allow  their  sand-filling  to  escape.  When  so  protected  they  will  form 
a  nucleus  for  the  sand-ridges  as  stable  and  as  permanent  a«  if  of  stone 
or  concrete.  But  if  not  so  protected,  these  gabion  structures  will  be 
constantly  liable  to  injury  and  in  time  to  decay,  when,  losing  their  sand- 
filling,  the  structure  would  soon  be  washed  away.  That  the  proposed 
jetties  will  be  so  covered  seems  probable,  but  can  be  determined  only  by 
trial  such  as  we  have  recommended. 

4.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  channels  caused  by  the  storm  of 
September  15,  last,  across  the  island  between  its  eastern  point  and  the 
city,  should  be  closed,  the  mode  of  doing  it  being  left  to  the  judgment 
of  the  officer  in  charge.  \ 

5.  It  is  further  suggested  that  in  future  work  the  gabions  be  placed 
on  mats  previously  sunk  on  the  bottom  and  properly  weighted,  instead 
of  upon  the  sand ;  these  mats  to  extend  not  less  than  about  8  feet  beyond 
the  jetty,  both  on  the  front  and  back,  and  that  these  mats  be  laid  so  far 
in  advance  of  the  jetty  as  to  prevent  the  scour  which  will  otherwise 
occur  around  the  jetty-head. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Board  do  not  consider  that 
any  modifications  of  the  original  project  are  advisable  in  consequence 
of  the  effects  of  the  late  storms,  and  that  they  think  the  trials  recom- 
mended in  their  original  report,  which  had  been  only  partially  carried 
out  when  the  storm  which  compelled  the  cessation  of  work  occurred, 
should  be  continued  to  completion. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Z.  B.  Tower, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  Bvt  MaJ,  Oen, 
H.  G.  Wright, 
Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  Gen. 

John  Newton, 
Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  Oen. 

While  in  the  main  agreeing  with  the  other  members  of  the  Board,  I 
have  to  add  that  I  find  no  reason  for  modifying  the  views  advanced  in 
my  last  annual  report  on  this  work,  and  in  my  report  of  the  13th  of  last 
October. 

C.  W.  Howell, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  J  U.  8.  A. 
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.  J  4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  RED  FISH  BAR  IN  GALVESTON  BAY,  TEXAS. 

Contract  for  this  work  was  awarded  Mr.  B.  W.  Cave,  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Bayon  Ship-Channel  Company,  as  reported  last  year. 

Mr.  Cave  commenced  the  work,  with  due  activity  and  with  abundant 
means  and  suitable  plant,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1875,  and  prosecuted 
it  with  energy  until  the  14th  of  September,  when  his  dredging-fleet,  with 
the  exception  of  the  United  States  drfedge,  which  he  had  been  permitted 
to  use  until  called  for  under  contract  for  Sabine  Pass,  was  wrecked  during 
the  cyclone  of  that  date.  Work  was  re-commenced  I^overaber  16,  1875, 
and  steadily  prosecuted  until  the  appropriation  was  exhausted,  when, 
under  his  contract  for  a  ship-channel  through  Galveston  Bay,  &c., 
to  be  hereafter  reported,  the  channel  made  was  extended  at  both  its 
upper  and  lower  ends  into  the  upper  and  lower  bays. 

This  improvement,  forming,  in  fact,  a  portion  of  the  ship-channel 
through  Galveston  Bay,  &c.,  and  as  both  works  were  awarded  to  the 
same  contractor  and  prosecuted  by  him  simultaneously,  it  was  not  found 
possible  after  the  cyclone,  which  destroyed  ail  our  landmarks,  to  keep 
account  of  the  twoeutirely  separate.  The  total  length,  with  the  width 
and  depth  of  cut,  of  the  associated  works  will  therefore  be  given  in  the 
report  of  work  on  **  ship-channel,"  &c. 

In  making  payment  on  the  work,  a  sufficient  number  of  cubic  yards 
of  material  excavated  was  assigned  to  the  bar  work  to  just  absorb  the 
balance  of  appropriation. 

The  following  is  the  statement  as  given  on*  voucher  taken  : 

Fourteen  thonsand  one  buD(lred  and  thirty-three  cubic  yards  of  material  excavated 
with  United  States  dredge-boat  and  placed  on  side  of  cat,  at  17  cents;  23,735^ J  cubic 
yards  of  material  excavated  with  contractor's  boats  and  carried  off  on  scows,  at  25 
cents. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  Galveston,  near  the  light-honse  on 
Red  Fish  Bar,  and  gives  some  evidence  of  permanence,  dae  to  the  flax  and  re-flax  of 
the  tides,  which  cause  strong  currents  back  and  forth  through  it. 

Importance  of  the  work  in  a  commercial  point  of  view  will  be  given 
in  the  report  on  the  ship-channel,  &c. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  Jnly  1,1875 $9,760  22 

Amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 9,760  22 


J  5. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  SHIP- CHANNEL  BETWEEN  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE 
SAN  JACINTO  RIVER  AND  BOLIVAR  CHANNEL,  IN  GALVESTON  BAY,  TEXAS. 

This  work  was  commenced  under  contract  with  Mr.  E.  W.  Cave, 
president  Buffalo  Bayou  and  Ship-Channel  Company,  (reported  in  my 
last  annual  report,)  about  August  28, 1875.  Its  completion,  so  far  as  the 
amount  of  appropriation  would  permit,  was  delayed  by  the  cyclone  of 
September  14, 1875,  as  reported  in  regard  to  the  work  for  improvement 
of  Red  Fish  Bar.  Notice  was  given  on  the  7th  of  February,  1876,  that 
appropriation  was  exhausted  and  the  contract  closed.    Since  that  time 
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the  contractor  and  otber  private  parties  interested  in  the  continuance 
of  the  work  to  completion  have  carried  the  work  forward  to  an  extent 
not  well  known  to  me,  but  which  up  to  the  time  of  relief  of  my  inspec- 
tor was  reported  by  him  as  amounting  to  the  removal  of  4,832f^  cubic 
yards  of  material  from  the  channel  on  the  proposed  line  of  its  extension. 

The  amount  of  excavation  paid  for  by  the  United  States  is  shown  as 
follows :  27,024^  cubic  yards  of  material  excavated  with  United  States 
dredge-boat  and  placed  on  side  of  cut,  at  17  cents.  Seventy-seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  and  nine  twenty-fifths  cubic  yards  of 
material  excavated  with  contractor's  boats  and  carried  off  on  scows,  at 
25  cents.  This,  with  the  work  for  improvement  of  Red  Fish  Bar,  has 
made  a  continuous  channel  through  the  bar,  and  above  and  below  it  in 
Galveston  Bay,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  chart  and  cross  sections. 

The  channel  dredged  is  6,100  feet  in  length  and  has  a  minimum  depth 
of  14J  feet  at  mean  low-tide. 

It  connects  depths  of  9  feet  and  8 J  feet  in  the  upper  and  lower  bays, 
and,  with  the  private  work  of  improvement  at  Morgan's  Point,  permits 
the  passage  of  vessels  of  9  feet  draught  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Houston, 
Texas,  with  which  it  is  designed  to  connect  it  by  a  short  railroad  now 
reported  in  conrse  of  construction. 

The  first  inspector  of  the  work  was  Professor  C.  G.  Forshey,  assistant 
engineer,  who  was  shortly  after  assigned  to  more  important  duties,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Capt.  Abram  Cross,  assistant  engineer.  After  the 
cyclone.  Captain  Cross  was  placed  on  work  of  survey  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  General  Albert  G.Blanchard,  assistant  engineer,  was 
appointed  inspector,  which  position  he  retained  until  the  close  of  the 
work. 

Use  of  the  United  States  dredge,  allowed  the  contractor,  was  given,  on 
condition  that  he  should  haul  the  boat  out  on  the  ways  at  Morgan's 
Point,  thoroughly  repair  her  hull,  and,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  return 
her  to  Galveston  in  good  working-order. 

It  was  further  stipulated  that  the  work  done  by  this  dredge  should 
only  be  paid  for  as  provided  in  his  original  bid,  that  is,  one  cent  lower 
per  cubic  yard  than  for  the  work  of  other  dredges. 

The  conditions  were  faithfully  observed,  the  hull  being  repaired,  at 
considerable  expense,  and  repairs  to  machinery,  on  return  of  boat,  paid 
for  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $500. 

The  commercial  importance  of  the  work  has  been  shown  in  previous 
reports,  to  which  the  following  is  added : 

New  Orleans,  July  20, 1??76. 

Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  letter  of  7th  instant,  making;  inquiry  reapectinj^the 
progress  of  the  work  on  the  ship-channel  in  Galveston  Bay  since  the  termination  of 
the  United  States  Government  contract  at  Ked  Fish  Bar;  also  the  present  condition  of 
navigation  at  the  terminus  near  Houston  ;  the  advantages  that  have  so  far  accrued 
from  this  work,  on  and  near  Red  Fish  Bar  ;  also  if  there  has  been  noticed  any  deterio- 
ration in  the  channel  dredfi^ed  there  and  below  Morgan's  Point,  we  beg  to  state: 

The  channel  is  now  dredg«>d  through  Red  Fish  Bar,  commencing  in  10  feet  water, 
■soft  bottom,  on  southeast  side,  running  northwest  1  mile,  with  a  depth  of  14  to  20  feel, 
by  a  width  of  200  feet. 

This  carries  it  into  fc^  feet  hard  bottom  ;  thence  it  is  dredged  northwest  2,000  feet, 
14  feet  deep  by  100  feet  wide,  terminating  in  9^  feet  water.  A  strong  current  flows 
through  the  channel  excavated,  and  at  a  straight  line  for  some  distance  beyond.  The 
scon  ring-force  of  the  current  is  ample  to  maintain  the  channel.  Tbe  steamships  of  the 
Morgan  Line  have  navigated  it  with  ease.  There  has  been  no  decrease  of  depth  on 
any  portion  of  the  work,  and  there  is  every  indication  of  its  being  permanent.  There 
is  in  the  center  of  the  Shell  Reefs  a  natural  basin  about  2,500  feet  long,  and  from  100 
to  150  feet  wide,  with  a  depth  of  15  to  30  feet.  This  basin  is  on  the  line  of  the  channel 
excavated  under  contract  with  Captain  Howell,  and  forms  a  part  of  it.  The  channel 
excavated  in  Galveston  Bay,  south  of  Morgan's  Point,  now  extends  as  far  as  9^  feet 
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water  iD  the  bay.    The  entire  leucrth  of  deep-water  channel  from  the  San  Jacinto 
River  to  9^  feet  water  in  the  bay,  is  4f  miles. 

The  width  of  the  channel  throngh  the  land  at  Morgan's  Point  is  180  feet ;  that  of 
chaauel  in  the  bay,  120  to  150  feet;  the  depth  of  channel  is  from  13  to  17  feet.  The 
course  of  the  current  is  regular  until  it  reaches  the  end  of  the  work  in  the  bay  ;  aud 
the  effect  of  the  scour  is  marked  for  a  considerable  distance  beyond  that  point.  During 
the  cyclone  of  September  last  the  water  of  Galveston  Bay  rose  10^  feet  above  average 
tide. 

The  current  swept  through  the  channel  with  great  force.  The  eflFeot  was  a  general 
deepening  along  the  whole  line.  Soundings  made  after  the  cyclone,  both  in  the  ship- 
channel  at  Morgan's  Point,  and  at  Red  Fish  Bar,  demonstrated  that  on  no  portion  of  the 
line  was  there  any  decreass  of  depth.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  when  the 
bay  from  Bolivar  Channel  to  the  United  States  Government  ship-chauuel  through  Red 
Fish  Bar,  and  to  the  terminus  of  the  ship-channel  in  Galveston  Bay,  south  of  Mor- 
gan's Point,  is  deepened  to  12  feet,  the  work  will  remain  open.  On  the  line  of  exten- 
sion of  the  work,  the  least  depth  of  water  is  8^  feet.  Experience  in  these  bays  has 
shown  that  at  such  depth  the  bottom  is  not  disturbed  by  action  of  waves  during  ordi- 
nary storms ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  believed  that  the  channel  will  not  be  affected  from 
such  cause.  There  is  now  unobstructed  navigation  for  vessels  drawing  9  feet  water, 
from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  via  Bolivar  Channel,  to  Clinton,  the  point  of  railroad  connec- 
tion with  Houston,  on  Buffalo  Bayou,  6  miles  from  that  city.  From  Morgan's  Point  to 
Clinton,  the  San  Jacinto  River  and  Buffalo  Bayoa  is  from  25  to  14  feet  deep.  The  width  is 
from  200  to  400  feet.  The  first  steamship  navigating  the  ship-channel  was  the  Clinton, 
of  the  Morgan  Line,  with  cargo,  drawing  9^  feet  water,  April  21,  1876.  The  schooner 
Robert  Ruff,  with  cargo,  drawing  9  feet  S^  inches,  was  the  first  deep-draught  sail-vessel 
navigating  the  channel,  May  3, 1876.  Both  vessels  passed  through  the  United  States 
Government  ship-channel  at  Red  I<^sh  Bar,  the  schooner  Robert  Ruff  being  under  sail. 

The  passage  from  the  Gulf  to  Clinton  was  made  without  delay.  Since  that  time 
the  ship-channel  has  been  in  use  by  both  steam  and  sail  vessels,  and  its  success  is  fully 
demonstrated.  Clinton,  the  point  of  railroad  transfer  to  Houston,  was  named  in  honor 
of  the  steamship  Clinton.  Ample  wharves  have  been  built  at  this  point,  and  a  rail- 
road built  affording  through  connection  with  the  whole  railway  system  of  Houston. 
The  Bayou  at  Clinton  is  210  feet  wide  and  from  14  to  18  feet  deep. 

Simms's  Bayou,  which  empties  into  Buffalo  Bayou,  here  affords  a  natural  turning- 
place  for  ships.  The  passage  from  the  Gulf  to  Clinton  is  made  by  steamships  in  about 
5  hours. 

The  completion  of  the  12-foot  ship-channel  through  Galveston  Bay  the  present  year 
would  open  to  the  coastwise  trade  of  the  United  States  colnmunication  with  the  rail- 
roads of  Texas  centering  at  Houston. 

The  depth  of  the  Galveston  outer  bar  being  but  12  feet,  nearly  all  foreign  vessels 
receive  their  cargoes  in  the  Gulf  from  lighters.  These  lighters  are  engaged  in  the 
trade  of  both  Houston  and  Galveston.  Barges  are  employed  in  the  lighterage  business 
of  Houston.  An  elevator  has  recently  been  built  at  Houston.  Vessels  engaged  in 
carrying  grain  to  coastwise  ports  will  be  enabled  to  take  their  cargoes  on  Buffalo 
Bayou  when  the  channel  is  completed. 

A  large  surplus  of  Wheat  and  oats  will  seek  this  outlet  the  present  year;  and  upon 
the  present  draught  of  water  considerable  shipments  will  be  made  to  New  Orleans 
from  the  railroad  connection  near  Houston. 

The  opening  of  this  channel  will  shorten  the  line  of  railroad-carriage  on  all  coastwise 
freights  43  miles.  It  secures  post  facilities  that  distance  in  the  interior  of  Texas,  and 
for  grain-shipments  to  Atlantic  ports  presents  great  advantages.  It  will  secure  a  great 
saving  in  the  cost  of  freights  destined  for  the  interior  of  Texas  and  for  Houston,  and 
a  corresponding  saving  in  cost  of  shipments  of  agricultural  products. 

The  steamships  of  this  line  now  engaged  in  the  trade  with  New  York  are  compelled 
to  re-ship  their  Texas  cargo  via  Morgan  City.  With  a  draught  of  12  feet  water,  a  profit- 
able trade  will  be  carriea  on  direct  from  New  York  to  Houston. 

The  lines  now  engaged  in  the  direct  trade  between  Galveston  and  New  York  deliver 
their  interior  Texas  freight  at  Galveston,  from  whence  it  is  shipped,  via  Houston,  to 
interior  points.  The  cost  of  freight  from  Galveston  to  Houston,  via  rail  or  steamboat, 
is  40  cents  per  barrel,  and  $1  per  bale  on  cotton. 

Vessels  running  direct  from  Atlantic  ports  in  the  trade  of  Houston  would  now  be 
comi)elIed  to  lighter  their  cargoes  in  Bolivar  Channel.  The  completion  of  the  12-foot 
channel  will  save  the  cost  of  this  trans-shipment.  The  present  head  of  ship-channel 
nayigati(m  is  within  6  miles  of  Houston,  at  Clinton.  A  railroad  is  built  from  this 
point  to  the  center  of  business  in  Houston,  connecting  with  the  great  lines  penetrating 
the  State. 

Facilities  are  provided  for  the  rapid  handling  of  freight  to  Houston,  and  all  through- 
freight  will  be  transported  to  and  from  shipping  without  breaking  bulk.  The  steam- 
ships of  this  line  have  navigated  the  ship-channel  from  the  Gulf,  via  Bolivar  Channel, 
to  Clinton,  since  April  21,  without  difficulty;  draught,  9^  feet.    Sailing-vessels  drawing 
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9  feet  9  inches  have  also  made  the  voyage  to  Clinton.  The  work  throagh  Red  Fish  Bar 
is  now  completed,  with  a  dppth  of  water  greater  than  that  on  the  Galveston  outer  bar, 
and  all  information  famished  ns  leads  to  the  conclasion  that  when  the  channel  is 
opened  through  the  bay  to  a  depth  of  12  feet,  it  will  be  permanent. 

The  number  of  bales  of  cotton  shipped  out  of  Galveston  Bay  of  the  last  crop  is 
460,000.  Of  this  about  two-fifths  was  transported  from  Houston  via  Buffalo  Bayou. 
The  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  coastwise  trade  which  entered  at  Galveston,  the 
port  of  Galveston  Bay,  for  the  six  months  ending  March  '.U,  1876,  was  : 

Steamers,  170— number  tons 210,378 

Sailing-vessels,  64— number  tons 23,642 

Total  tons 234,020 

■American,  and  foreign  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  trade  entering  and  clearing,  same 
period : 

American  vessels,  39 — number  tons 22, 578 

Foreign  vessels,  107 — number  tons 63,273 

Total  tons 85,851 

The  completion  of  the  12-foot  channel  will  afford  facilities  for  the  tonnage  above 
named  engaged  in  the  coastwise  trade,  and  the  foreign  tonnage  of  that  draught  of  water 
to  reach  the  railroad  system  of  Houston.  The  steamships  of  this  line  secure  return- 
cargoes  of  cattle  for  New  Orleans  and  Havana  at  Clinton. 

There  is  now  a  large  lumber  trade  between  the  Louisiana,  Alabama,  and  Florida  coast 
and  Galveston  Bay  for  the  supply  of  interior  Texas.  That,  with  the  Florida  coast,  will 
be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  completion  of  the  12-foot  ship-channel.  It  is  anticipated 
that  a  large  grain  business  will  be  opened  between  Houston  and  Atlantic  ports  upon 
the  completion  of  the  12-foot  ship-channel. 

It  is  our  expectation  to  place  steamships  in  the  direct  trade  between  New  York  and 
Houston  when  12-foot  navigation  is  secured  in  Galveston  Bay. 

Some  little  delay  has  occurred  in  securing  the  data  required  by  you,  for  which  we 
beg  to  apologize,  and  remain 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

Cha8.  a.  Whitney  &  Co., 

J  genu. 
Capt.  C.  W.  Howell, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  V.  8,  A, 

It  cannot  be  certainly  stated  if  the  work  may  be  one  of  permanent 
character  or  not. 

It  is  recommended  that  any  appropriation  that  may  be  made  for  the 
present  year  be  applied  in  making,  under  contract,  a  12-foot  channel  in 
extension  of  the  channel  reported,  and  that  the  npper  terminos  of  the 
channel  be  made  at  the  cut  through  Morgan's  Point  instead  of  at  the 
mouth  of  the  San  Jacinto  River. 

This  change  of  line  through  the  upper  bay,  together  with  the  practi- 
cal demonstration  given  us,  that  the  work  of  dredging  can  be  done  for 
30  cents  or  less  per  cubic  yard,  without  taking  into  consideration  the 
work  already  performed  by  private  parties,  permits  a  reduction  of  esti- 
mate as  follows : 

For  completion  of  9-foot  cut  through  bar,  34,000  cubic  yards  excavation, 
at  30  cents $10,200  00 

For  a  12-foot  channel  from  Bolivar  Channel  to  Morgan's  Point,  2,171,874 
cubic  yards  excavated,  at  30  cents 651,562  20 

For  a  15-foot  channel  from  Bolivar  Channel  to  Morgan's  Point,  4,200,207 
cubic  yards  excavated,  at  30  cents 1,260,062  10 

Should  the  line  through  the  lower  bay  be  changed  so  as  to  make  the 
channel  enter  the  head  of  Galveston  Harbor,  an  increase  of  estimate  will 
be  called  for. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  Galveston  near  the  light-house  on 
Red  Fish  Bar. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  the  present  year,  when  made  available, 
it  is  proposed  to  expend,  under  contract,  in  continuation  of  the  ship- 
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cbannel  between  Red  Fish  Bar  and  Morgan's  Point,  if  the  recommenda- 
tion to  terminate  the  channel  at  that  point  be  approved.  Otherwise,  to 
continue  a  12-foot  channel  from  Ked  Fish  Bar  toward  the  mouth  of  the 
San  Jacinto  Biver. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1975 $25,000  00 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 25, 000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 72, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  tor  completion  of  existing  project 554, 560  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  250, 000  00 


J  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  8A.BIXE  PASS,  TEXAS. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  appropriating 
$20,000  for  this  work,  it  was  duly  advertised  for  contract,  and  bids  re- 
ceived as  shown  by  the  following  synopsis : 
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Contract  wa«  awarded  to  Cartis,  Fobes  &  Company,  of  Portland  Me., 
they  being  the  lowest  responsible  bidders. 

The  conditions  of  their  bids  were  that  they  should  be  allowed  the  use 
of  the  United  States  dredge  belonging  to  the  work  of  "  improvement 
of  Galveston  Harbor,"  which  was  no  longer  required  on  that  work,  to 
be  placed  at  their  disposal  in  good  working-order,  and  at  conclusion  of 
contract  returned  in  the  same  order ;  that  the  work  should  be  commenced 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  October,  1875,  and  be  prosecuted  with  due 
diligence  until  exhaustion  of  appropriation. 

Owing  to  difficulty  of  securing  tug-boat  and  scows,  (as  I  am  informed,) 
the  contractors  were  not  able  to  commence  work  on  the  Sabine  Pass  Bar 
until  the  latter  part  of  February,  1876. 

The  delay  was  not,  however,  material,  as  it  covered  a  portion  of  the 
most  difficult  season  of  the  year  for  work  at  Sabine  Pass. 

Since  commencement  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  apparently  in  the 
best  of  faith,  but  under  very  discouraging  circumstances.  Once  the 
scows  were  reported  driven  ashore  during  a  storm,  and  much  delay  is 
reported  as  due  to  breakage  of  machinery,  which,  owing  to  the  distance 
of  the  work  from  Galveston,  the  nearest  point  of  repair,  gave  much 
trouble. 

The  work  done  up  to  June  30, 1876,  is  shown  in  the  following  table 

Amount  of  excavations  at  Sahitie  Pas^  T&ms, 
1876.  Cubic  yards. 

March  1 4,014 

March  I  to  9,  inclusive 3,535 

March  9  to  31,  inolnsiv© 881 

May  3 5,018 

May  31 3,8o0 

June  30 5,996 

Total 23,294 

On  this  first  installment  of  $1,000  has  been  paid. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  the  work  has  not  progressed  far  enough 
to  give  evidence  on  which  to  base  any  conclusion  different  from  that 
given  in  my  last  report  relative  to  permanence. 

It  Is  proposed,  as  stipulated  in  the  contract,  to  continue  the  work  as 
at  present  until  the  appropriation  is  exhausted. 

Estimates  for  completion  of  the  work,  as  made  in  report  of  February 
4,  1875,  are  resubmitted. 

For  a  channel  12  feet  deep,  291,713  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  30  cents  per 

cubic  yard $87,513  90 

For  a  channel  15  feet  deep,  489,087.66  cnbic  yards  excavation,  at  30  cents 

per  cubic  yard 146,726  30 

For  a  channel  20  feet  deep,  1,084, 214.66  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  30  cents 

percubicyard 325,264  40 

Add  to  each  20  per  cent,  for  contingencies,  makes  in  round  numbers: 

For  a  channel  12  feet  deep 105,026  00 

For  a  channel  15  feet  deep 176,071  00 

For  a  channel  20  feet  deep 390,317  00 

Miles.    Feet. 

Length  of  12-foot  channel 2    2,625 

Length  of  1 1 -foot  channel 2    4,810 

Length  of  20- foot  channel 4    2,505 

Probable  time  required  to  complete  the  work,  under  the  following 
assumptions: 
First.  That  appropriation  is  made,  so  as  to  make  the  work  continuous. 
Second.  That  three  Morris  &  Cummings's  dredges  are  employed,  with 
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a  safficient  namber  of  damp-flats  aud  tag-boats  to  enable  each  dredge 
to  work  up  to  2,000  cable  yards  each  working-day  of  ten  hours. 

Third.  Allowing  one-half  time  lost  on  acconnt  of  repairs,  stormy 
weather,  and  Sundays. 

Dftys. 

For  20-foot  channel 360 

For  15-foot  channel 163 

For  12-foot  channel 48 

The  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  channel  can  only  be  ascertained  from 
experience  on  the  work. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  Galveston,  near  the  light-hoase  at 
the  entrance  to  Sahine  Pass.  • 

Commercial  statistics  for  the  year  have  not  been  received. 

The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  was  made  to  cover  several  dis- 
tinct works,  namely,  Sabine  Pass,  Blue  Buck  Bar,  and  Sabine  Bay,  and 
for  deepening  the  channel  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine 
Eiver,  and  for  deepening  of  the  channel  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
Neches  River,  where  these  rivers  enter  Sabine  Bay. 

Should  the  appropriation,  when  made  available,  be  divided  up  among 
these  several  works,  it  will  do  no  appreciable  good  to  any  one  of  them. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  whole  be  applied  to  Sabine  Pass, 
to  continue  the  work  now  in  progress,  and  that  work  under  it  be  done 
by  contract. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 - $20,000  00 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 3,  .341  16 

Amount  available  July  1.  1876 16,658  84 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 38, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    29, 500  00 


APPENDIX  K. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  H.  BENYAURD,  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30, 1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  1,  1876. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  trausniit  herewith  annaal  reports 
upon  the  works  under  mj  charge,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  H.  BENYAURD, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 


K  I. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  OUACHITA  RIVER,  LOUISIANA  AND  ARKANSAS. 

Operations  during  the  year  were  continued  with  the  snag-boat  O.  G. 
Wagner,  in  charge  of  Justin  Straszer,  assistant  engineer,  in  clearing 
the  river  of  the  most  dangerous  obetructions. 

As  Bayou  Bartholomew  needed  some  improvement,  and  being  the 
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most  important  tributary  of  the  Ouachita,  and  navigated  by  the  same 
steamers,  I  directed  that  the  <^  Wagner^  be  taken  into  that  stream  for  a 
short  time.  It  was  found,  however,  that  the  stage  of  water  was  such  as 
not  to  admit  of  any  permanent  improvement  without  a  considerable  ex- 
penditure of  money.  Accordingly  the  boat  was  withdrawn  from  the 
bayou,  and  its  operations  confined  to  the  Ouachita.  At  the  close  of  the 
season,  being  in  need  of  certain  repairs,  she  was  taken  to  New  Orleans, 
docked,  and  put  in  thorough  order,  ready  for  operations  during  the 
coming  season. 

For  the  operations  upon  the  Ouachita  River,  Captain  Straszer  reports 
as  follows: 

Operations  on  Oaachita  River  were  conamenced  on  the  3d  day  of  Jane,  1875,  and 
con  tinned  nntil  the  2l8t  day  of  An^nst ;  resumed  again  on  the  21st  day  of  December, 
1875,  and  closed  on  the  4th  day  of  Febrnary,  1876. 

The  projects  of  improvement  contemplated  the  removal  of  snags  and  logs  from  the 
river-bod,  the  cutting  of  overhanging  timber  along  the  banks,  the  removal  of  the 
wreck  of  the  steamboat  Lotawanna,  and  the  extraction  of  the  remaining  piles  of  the 
bridge  piers  of  a  destroyed  railroad  i)ridge  in  front  of  the  wharf-boat  at  Monroe,  La. 

The  work  of  removing  snags  and  logs  from  the  channel  was  carried  on  between  Cam- 
den, Ark.,  the  present  head  of  navigation,  and  Columbia,  La.,  a  distance  of  226  utiles. 

Owing  to  the  continuous  high  stage  of  water,  no  work  could  be  done  between  Co- 
lumbia and  Trinity. 

During  the  whole  season  the  stage  of  water  was  very  fluctuating,  hence  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  adopt  the  plan  of  patrolling  the  river,  and  work  above  or  below 
certain  localities,  in  accordance  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  river. 

The  principal  places  where  the  channel  was  cleared  of  obstruotions  are :  Teager's 
Towhead,  Spoon  Camp,  Haidee,  Romeo,  Horse  Head,  Franklin,  and  Paroquet  Shoals,  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas ;  and  Loch-Lomond  Shoals,  Des  Oenf  Bend,  Two-Paw  Shoals, 
above  Monroe,  and  that  portion  of  the  river  eztendiuff  from  Monroe  to  Cuba,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  a  distance  of  30  miles.  Several  of  these  places  had  to  be  revisited 
at  different  times,  the  operations  having  been  interrupted  by  either  too  high  or  too  low 
water.  Isolated  snags  and  cypress  butts  (so-called  **  sawyers'')  were  found  in  almost 
every  bend  and  shoal,  and  destroyed. 

The  number  of  snags  destroyed  and  removed  from  the  channel  amounts  to  653;  num- 
ber of  overhanging  trees  cut,  835 ;  wrack-heaps  destroyed,  6. 

The  wreck  of  the  stern-wheel  steamboat  Lotawanna,  snnk  below  Grand  Marais  Land- 
ing, in  Arkansas,  8^  miles  above  the  State  line,  was  a  serious  obstruction  to  low- water 
navigation.  The  most  dangerous  portions  of  the  wreck,  consisting  of  parts  of  her  ma- 
chinery, were  removed ;  and  the  forward  part  of  her  hull,  which  reached  out  into  the 
low-water  channel,  was  blown  up  with  gunpowder.  The  wreck  was  visited  twice,  the 
suspension  of  the  operations  on  that  object  having  been  caused  by  the  breaking  of  an 
essential  part  of  the  hoisting-machinery  of  the  boat. 

The  obstructions  in  front  of  the  wharf-boat  at  Monroe,  La.,  consisted  of  the  piling  of 
the  piers  of  a  destroyed  railroad-bridge.  An  attempt  to  remove  them  was  made  with 
the  crane-boat  Ouachita  during  the  season  1873,  which  proved  useless,  as  the  equip- 
ment and  the  hoisting-power  of  that  boat  were  insufficient  to  achieve  any  success. 

These  piles  were  set  in  clusters  and  connected  with  heavy  sills  capped  and  mortised 
to  the  heads  of  the  piles.  Eight  of  these  sills  were  pulled  off  and  30  piles  extracted, 
which  were  found  by  subsequent  measurement  to  have  been  driven  into  the  ground 
from  16  to  17^  feet.  This  formidable  obstruction  is  now  entirely  removed,  leaving  a 
clear  channel  in  front  of  the  wharf-boat. 

BAYOU  BARTHOLOMEW. 

By  your  orders,  dated  Memphis,  Tenn.,  December  13, 1875, 1  was  instructed  to  extend 
the  operations  also  to  Bayou  Bartholomew,  the  most  important  tributary  of  the  Oua- 
chita River. 

Upou  entering  that  stream  I  observed  during  the  first  few  da^s'  work  that,  with  the 
ordinary  working-force  of  tho  snag-boat,  the  progress  in  removing  obstructions  would 
be  but  very  slight,  and  hardly  perceptible  in  view  of  the  enormous  quantity  of  work 
which  is  needed  in  order  to  facilitate  and  improve  navigation  in  that  stream. 

Having  represented  to  you  the  facts  in  my  special  report  dated  January  9, 1876, 1  re- 
ceived your  orders  to  discontinue  work  in  the  bayou. 

The  operations  in  the  bayou  were  confined  to  that  portion  extending  from  the  mouth 
to  Point  Pleasant,  a  distance  of  40  miles,  working  12  days;  and  during  that  time  the 
following-described  work  was  executed:  Palled  91  snags;  cut  339  overhanging  trees; 
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removed  2  wrack-heaps,  and  the  radder-poets  and  fan-tails  of  the  hall  of  steamer  Big 
Horn,  lyiDg  about  16  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  bayou. 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  continae  operations  with 

O.  G.  Wagner. 
The  original  estimate  of  operating  upon  the  Oaachita  with  snag-boat 
was  as  follows : 

Cost  of  steamer $30,000  00 

Running-expenses,  per  month 2,200  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 '. $18,485  49 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  (Louisiana, 

$16,728.08:  Arkansas,  $2,399.38) 18,127  46 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 358  03 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 12, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.     30, 000  00 


K   2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  YAZOO  RIVER,  MISSISSIPPI. 

The  amonnt  appropriated  for  the  Yazoo  Biver  being  very  small 
($12,000)  in  comparison  with  the  work  absolutely  required  to  be  done, 
it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  expend  any  part  of  this  amonnt  in  an 
outfit  intended  expressly  for  operation  in  this  river,  bat  endeavor  to 
obtain  as  good  a  resnlt  as  possible  with  the  limited  means  at  disposal ; 
and,  as  the  snag-boat  O.  O.  Wagner  conld  be  spared  for  a  short  season 
from  the  Oaachita,  advantage  was  taken  of  this,  and  authority  asked 
for  and  obtained  to  operate  her  in  the  Yazoo. 

The  following,  from  the  report  of  the  assistant  engineer  in  charge, 
Mr.  Justin  Straszer,  gives  the  extent  of  the  operations  in  the  Yazoo : 

Having  received  your  verbal  instructions  relative  to  the  extent  of  operations  in 
Yazoo  River,  I  started  with  the  snag-boat  from  Vicksburgh  on  the  2d  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  commenced  active  work  on  the  3d  of  September,  1875. 

The  back-water  of  Mississippi  River,  which  extended  at  that  time  far  above  Yazoo 
City,  in  conjunction  with  a  head-rise,  prevented  any  operations  between  the  month 
of  the  river  and  the  foot  of  Honey  Island,  and  I  concluded  to  proceed  to  the  head- 
waters of  the  river  and  operate  down  stream  with  the  receding  stage  of  the  water. 
Upon  the  special  request  of  the  steamboat  owners  plying  in  Yazoo  River  and  its  tribu- 
taries, I  was  authorized  to  remove  the  most  dangerous  portions  of  the  wreck  of  steamer 
Star  of  the  West,  lying  across  the  channel  in  Tallahatchie  River,  6  miles  above  the 
Junction  of  the  latter  stream  and  Yallabusha  River.  After  workin^r  a  short  time  at 
the  wreck,  it  was  apparent  that  without  the  aid  of  a  submarine  divmg  apparatus  all 
attempts  of  meeting  with  success  woald  be  useless,  and  I  abandoned  the  wreck  in  ex- 
pectation that  the  outfit  of  the  boat  would  shortly  be  augmented  with  the  proper  ap- 
paratus to  enable  me  to  work  at  that  class  of  obstructions  with  advantage  and  to  se- 
cure tibeir  removal. 

The  operations  in  removing  snags  and  logs  from  the  channel,  and  the  cutting  of 
overhanging  timber,  were  carried  on  from  the  Junction  of  Tallahatchie  and  Yallabusha 
rivers,  forming  the  Yazoo,  to  Hayne's  Bluff. 

Sucli  obstructions  were  removed  at  the  following-named  principal  localities : 

French  Bend  and  Erskine's  Landing,  Lower  Egypt. 

In  bend  at  the  head  of  Honey  Island,  Eagle  Lake,  and  Ship's  Landing. 

From  mouth  of  Short  Creek  to  Session's  Landing,  distance  one  mile. 

Bend  above  Wilson  and  Brew's  plantation. 

From  O^Neal's  Creek  to  Richard's  Bayou,  including  Holly  Bend,  a  distance  of  3i 
miles. 

From  Lake  Dick  Landing  to  mouth  of  Big  Sunflower  River,  distance  4  miles. 

Clark's  Lauding. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BEPOET  OP  THE  CHIEF  OP  ENGINEERS.         595 

Brown's  Bar,  1  mile  below  month  of  Little  Snnflower  River. 

A  great  nnmber  of  isolated  snags  were  removed  in  different  localities. 

Owing  to  the  flnctnations  in  the  stage  of  water,  these  places  were  visited  at  different 
times.  A  large  nnmber  of  these  obstmotions  consisted  of  land-slides,  trees  which  slid 
off  the  banks,  remaining  in  their  npright  position,  far  away  from  the  banks  in  the  chan- 
nel, thereby  narrowine  the  width  of  the  channel  so  mach  that  in  several  instances  it 
was  with  great  difflcnlty  that  the  steamboats  could  effect  a  passage  through  these  so- 
called  *'  narrows.'' 

These  slide-trees  are  ffenerallv  very  heavy  to  pull,  and  require  much  time  and  work, 
as  much  as  two  day^  work  having  been  employed  in  the  removal  of  single  slide- 
trees  in  several  instances,  requiring  tne  rigging  up  of  heavy  purchases  on  shore  to  aid 
the  hoisting  machinery  of  the  snag-boat. 

Heavy  rains  at  the  headwaters  of  Tallahatchie  and  Tallabusha  Rivers  kept  the  stage 
of  water  in  Yazoo  River  far  above  the  regular  boating  stage  for  thac  season  olf  the 
year,  hence  it  was  difficult  to  get  hold  of  certain  obstructions  which  were  considered 
dangerous  to  navigation  in  low-water  seaaon,  their  removal  being  especially  desired  by 
the  pilots  on  that  river. 

Having  represented  to  you  in  my  special  report,  dated  September  18, 1875,  and  also 
verbally  the  difficulties  which  were  experienced  at  the  different  objects  of  work, 
occasioned  by  the  character  of  bottom,  the  muddy  water  of  the  river  during  its  con- 
tinued high  stage  and  other  local  influences,  and  advocating  again  the  employment 
of  a  diving  outfit  as  essential  to  secure  success  and  meet  the  exigencies  in  certain 
localities,  the  snag-boat  was  then  supplied  with  the  above-desired  apparatus.  Owing 
to  some  delay  in  the  shipment,  it  arrived  on  board  the  boat  only  a  snort  time  before 
closing  the  operations  in  Yazoo  River,  but,  with  the  aid  of  the  same,  very  important 
obstructions  were  removed  which  otherwise  could  not  have  been  touched  at  all. 

Work  was  resumed  at  the  wreck  of  the  **  Star  of  the  WiMt,"  and  the  principal  portions 
of  it  forming  obstructions,  namely,  the  larboard  iron  wheel,  walking-beam  and  rudder- 
stock,  removed,  and  the  larboard  gunwale,  aft  of  the  wheel,  blown  out  with  gunpow- 
der, thus  gaining  50  feet  of  channel  width  at  low- water. 

The  shaft  of  the  steamer  Capitol,  near  Livei^ool  Landing,  was  taken  out  and 
dropped  at  the  bar  off  the  steamboat  channel. 

On  account  of  the  rapid  rise  in  the  river,  operations  were  suspended  on  the  9th  day 
of  December,  1875,  and  the  snag-boat  was  withdrawn  from  Yazoo  River. 

The  following  is  the  summary  of  work  done  from  September  3  to  December  9«  1875 : 

Pulled  512  logs  and  snags ;  cut  903  overhanging  trees ;  destroyed  4  wrack-heaps ; 
removed  portions  of  the  wrecks  of  steamers  Star  or  the  West  and  Capitol. 

If  the  improvement  be  continued,  it  is  intended  to  operate  in  the  same 
manner  in  the  Yazoo  Biver  daring  the  coming  season. 

As  the  steamers  navigating  the  Yazoo  do  not  confine  their  operations 
to  that  stream  alone,  bat  also  navigate  the  other  tributaries,  such  as  the 
Big  Sunflower,  Tallahatchie,  &c.,  and  which  are  equally  important  to 
have  improved  if  the  main  river  be,  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  in  the 
event  of  future  appropriations,  that  the  benefit  thereof  be  extended  to 
these  tributaries. 

For  the  Yazoo  Biver  proper  the  following  is  the  original  detailed 
estimate  for  the  improvement.  In  case  the  other  be  included,  detailed 
estimates  can  be  submitted. 

The  cost  of  executing  the  work  required  on  the  river,  including  cut- 
ting overhanging  trees,  I  estimate  by  each  description  of  boat  to  be  as 
follows : 

BY  IRON  STEAMBOAT. 

Cost  of  iron  steamboat $45,000  00 

Two  seasons'  work,  six  months  each,  at  $2,700  per  month 32, 400  00 

Removing;  eleven  wrecks. .' 30,000  00 

107,400  00 
Engineering  and  contingencies  10  per  cent 10,740  00 

118,140  00 
Dednot  valne  of  steamboat  after  fonr  years'  servioe 30,000  00 

88,140  00 
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BY  WOOD  STEAMBOAT. 

Cost  of  steamboat $35,000  00 

Two  seasons'  work,  six  months  each,  at  $2,700  per  month dQ,  400  00 

Removing  eleven  wrecks 30,000  00 

97,400  00 
Engineering  and  contingencies 9,740  00 

107, 140  00 
Deduct  value  of  steamboat  after  four  years'  service 10, 000  00 

97, 140  00 

BY  CRANE-BOAT. 

Removing  snags  and  leaning  trees  only : 

Cost  of  crane-boat |7,000  00 

One  boat  for  workmen's  quarters 700  00 

Three  seasons'  work,  six  months  each^  at  (2,200  per  month 39, 600  00 

47,300  00 
Engineering  and  contingencies,  10  percent 4,730  00 

52,030  00 

The  fourth  class  of  obstructions  are  the  overhanging  trees.  I  snbrait 
estimate  for  their  removal : 

Two  boats  fitted  up  complete,  with  accommodations  for  workmen $1, 500  OO 

Tools,  4fec 600  Oft 

Sixmonths' work,  at  $1,500  per  month 9,000  (0 

11,000  00 
Engineering  and  contingencies 1,100  00 

12, 100  00 

By  appropriating  $120,000,  extending  over  a  period  of  4  years,  a 
thorough  improvement  would  be  made  on  the  river,  which  would  be 
sufficient  for  many  years  to  come. 

Amount  appropriated $12,000  00 

Amount  expended 12.000  00 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $11,616  47 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 11, 616  47 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 15, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 93, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878  50, 000  00 


K3. 

EEMOVAL  OF  RAFT  IN  RED  RIVER.  LOUISUNA. 

In  the  month  of  July  last  work  was  continued,  as  in  the  previous 
month,  with  one  crane-boat  and  a  full  force,  under  the  direction  of  Gapt. 
J.  S.  Tennyson,  in  local  charge,  felling  timber  above  the  head  of  the  raft, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Spring  Bank,  to  prevent  the  same  from  falling  into 
the  river  and  forming  obstructions,  the  steamer  Sterling  being  used  in 
supplying  the  parties  and  in  towing  the  crane-boat  to  such  places  as 
needed. 

About  1,278  trees  were  felled  during  the  time  the  force  was  employed. 
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Afterward,  tx)ward  the  end  of  the  month,  the  boats  were  all  laid  np  at 
Shreveport,  with  the  exception  of  the  "Aid,"  which  was  then  on  its  way 
to  Monnd  City  to  undergo  needed  repairs. 

Work  was  suspended  until  November,  when  the  steamer  Thomas  B. 
Florence  was  purchased  to  take  the  place  of  the  "  Sterling,^  worn  out  in 
service.  Owing  to  the  continued  low-water  in  Red  River,  the  "Florence" 
did  not  reach  Shreveport  until  the  latter  part  of  December,  where  she 
was  detained  some  little  time  undergoing  repairs  and  alterations. 

In  January  the  "  Florence  "  and  one  crane-boat  were  again  put  into 
service,  with  full  working-force,  in  the  raft  region,  cutting  leaning  trees 
and  timber  likely  to  cave  into  the  river,  breaking  jams,  pulling  snags, 
&c.  During  the  month  2,107  trees  were  cut  down;  32  jams  were  re- 
moved, the  total  length  of  which  was  6,000  yards ;  puUea  5  snags,  and 
sawed  up  42  long  trees. 

Operations  were  continued  during  the  months  of  February  and  March 
with  the  same  working-force ;  2,785  trees  were  cut  down,  28  jams  were 
removed,  250  square  yards,  surface  measurement,  from  old  raft  were 
removed,  and  also  515  cubic  yards  of  earth  taken  from  tow-heads,  and 
removed  14  large  stumps  from  channel  of  river. 

For  the  last  two  seasons  the  work  upon  the  raft  has  been  confined 
principally  to  keeping  the  channell  (which  had  been  opened  through  the 
entire  length  of  the  raft)  clear  of  running  drift,  and  thus  prevent  the  re- 
formation of  the  raft  and  the  blockade  of  the  river,  and  in  cutting  down 
the  timber  on  the  banks  so  as  to  prevent  the  same  from  falling  into  the 
river  and  causing  obstructions,  and  at  the  same  time  to  facilitate  the 
cutting  of  the  banks  by  the  current,  to  widen  the  stream.  Some  work 
also  was  done  toward  removing  certain  portions  of  the  old  raft  still  re- 
maining. 

The  following  table  will  give  approximately  the  present  condition  of 
the  raft,  width  of  channel,  &c.: 
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100 

190 
110 
110 

39  to  37 
1   38 
39 

130 

14 

400 
900 

185 

135 

19it 

15 

S 

195 

16 

3 

1 

^J2 
300 

500 

850 

100 
75 
95 

100 

115 
110 
110 
195 

40 

41 

.   43 

1 

150 

17 



300 

140 

115 

18 

950 

19 

*  A  bore  Qilmer,  (no  uumber.) 


Channel-width  in  given  for  high-water  from  raft  to  shore. 
It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  old 
raft  still  remains.    The  channel  originally  cut  through^he  raft  has 
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been  somewhat  enlarged  by  the  cutting  away  of  the  banks,  but  it  is  still 
too  contracted.  While  it  is  not  particularly  desirable  to  remove  the 
whole  raft,  as  in  many  places  the  channel  now  formed  would  be  injured, 
it  is  deemed  necessary  to  remove  certain  portions  of  the  raft-matter  to 
better  enable  us  to  prevent  the  formation  of  jams,  which  occur  regularly- 
each  high-water  season,  and  which,  if  not  removed,  would  soon  occasion 
a  re-formation  of  the  raft  and  complete  blockade  of  the  river.  The  pres- 
ence of  a  steamer  for  the  express  purpose  of  breaking  up  these  jams  is 
required  constantly.  They  are  formed  or  caused  by  the  floating  timber 
(which,  during  the  higher  stages  of  water,  runs  in  immense  quantities) 
lodging  at  the  heads  of  the  raft,  and  finally  swinging  around  across  the 
channel. 

Kow,  if  the  shape  of  the  heads  of  the  rafts  were  made  to  conform 
more  to  the  natural  course  of  the  current,  so  as  to  prevent  the  lodgment 
of  the  drift  and  to  make  it  float  off,  much  less  work  would  be  required 
of  the  boats,  and  the  force  employed  upon  other  important  parts  of  the 
work. 

To  remove  the  entire  raft  I  estimate  would  cost  about  $160,0005  but, 
as  mentioued  before,  this  is  not  particularly  desired,  on  account  of  the 
injury  likely  to  occur  to  the  channel  now  formed.  Certain  portions, 
though,  of  the  raft  proper  and  tow-heads  should  be  removed,  so  as  to  give 
a  continuous  channel  of  not  less  than  150  feet  wide.  To  do  this  I  esti- 
mate would  cost  about  $50,000. 

Below  the  raft,  firom  Carolina  Bluff  for  a  distance  of  30  miles  down 
stream,  the  channel  is  only  90  feet  wide.  The  banks  in  this  stretch 
should  be  cleared  of  the  willows  and  small  growth,  so  as  to  allow  the 
river  to  enlarge  its  channel.  Jams  are  of  frequent  occurrence  through- 
out this  whole  distance,  and  it  is  important  that  this  much-needed  work 
be  done.    To  clear  the  banks  I  estimate  would  cost  about  $5,000. 

Above  the  head  of  the  raft  the  banks  have  been  cleared  of  timber 
likely  to  cave  into  the  river  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Fulton,  Ark. 
This  work  should  be  continued  as  high  up  as  it  is  possible  to  go. 

It  is  also  found,  below  the  present  raft,  that,  on  account  of  the  cutting 
out  of  the  bed  and  banks  of  the  river,  due  to  the  removal  of  the  raft 
above,  many  snags  make  their  appearance,  and  are  a  source  of  danger 
to  the  safe  navigation  of  the  river.  These  snags  are  portions  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  old  raft,  and  are  found  all  along  the  river  formerly  ob- 
structed by  the  old  raft-formation.  They  should  also  be  removed.  The 
ateamer  Aid,  since  her  alteration,  is  well  adapted  to  this  work,  and 
could  be  well  employed  during  a  portion  of  the  season  of  high-water  in 
removing  them.  Her  running  expenses  would  be  about  $1,800  per 
month,  d>nd  for  four  months  would  be  $7,200. 

The  original  detailed  estimate  for  the  removal  of  the  raft,  as  presented 
by  Captain  Hoyrell,  is  as  follows : 

1.  One  stem-wheel  saw-boat,  fitted  with  10  saws  on  sloping  sides  and  bow, 

steam-crane,  two  steam-capstans,  with  equipage  complete |57, 950  00 

2.  Flat-boat  or  scow,  to  receive  water-logged  ran  from  saw-boat 1,000  00 

3.  Stern- wheel  tow-boat,  with  capstan  and  steam-crane,  for  unloading  scow 

of  saw-boat 10,000  00 

4.  Double-hull  scow,  with  lifting  and  sawing  apparatus,  and  small  engine 

for  working  same 15,000  00 

5.  Stern- wheel  tow-boat  for  same,  with  one  steam-capstan  and  steam-crane 

for  unloading  water-logged  snags 15,000  00 

Total  machinery  and  boats 98,950  00 

ESTIMATE  FOR  WORK  ONE  YEAR. 

No.  1,  saw-boat,  at  $5,000  per  month $60,000  00 

No.  3,  with  Ko.  2,  at  $1,000  per  month -^^     12,000  00 
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No8.4aiid5 $20,000  00 

Ax  and  saw  party  above  raft 18,000  00 

Ax  and  saw  party  below  raft 3,000  00 

Repairs  of  macbiDery,  10  per  cent,  on  cost 9,895  00 

Total  work  and  repairs  for  one  year 116,895  00 

SUMMARY. FOR  ONE  TEAR. 

Boats  and  machinery $98,950  00 

Work  and  repairs 116,895  00 

Contingencies,  SO  per  eent 43,169  00 

259,014  00 

Subseqaent  expense  of  keeping  river  clear  of  raft  and  improving  chan- 
nel may  be  estimated,  for  first  year  after  opening  of  channel,  $50,000. 
Afterward  the  expense  will  decrease  rapidly,  but  for  several  years  the 
work  of  destroying  raft  material  and  guarding  against  jams  mast  con- 
tinne,  at  an  annaal  expense  of  from  $10,000  to  $25,000. 

Whole  amount  appropriated  since  commencement S300,000  00 

Amonnt  expended  since  commencement 299,792  85 

The  estimates  presented  for  a  complete  cleaning  oat  of  the  raft  and 
for  other  needful  work  in  connection  therewith  will  overran  the  original 
estimate  of  Captain  Howell,  which  was  for  one  year.  For  the  past  two 
seasons  comparatively  little  work  has  been  done  upon  the  raft  proper.  A 
portion  of  the  appropriation  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  a  new 
steamer,  to  take  the  place  of  the  ^'  Sterling,"  worn  out  in  service,  and 
in  repairing  the  '<  Aid"  and  other  boats  belonging  to  the  original  plant. 
The  balance  has  been  expended  in  removing  such  portions  of  the  raft 
as  was  deemed  advisable ;  in  breaking  up  the  various  jams  so  as  to  keep 
the  navigation  uninterrupted  and  to  prevent  the  re-formation  of  the  raft, 
and  also  in  cutting  down  the  timber  along  the  banks,  which  would,  by 
caving  into  the  river,  tend  to  the  same  thing.  This  latter  work  was 
absolutely  necessary,  and  belongs  to  the  raft-work  proper.  At  the 
present  time  I  am  advised  that  the  river  is  again  blocked  by  the  running 
drift,  but  there  being  no  funds  on  hand  no  work  can  be  done. 

To  continue  the  work  of  removing  such  portions  of  the  raft  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  so  as  to  secure  a  channel  150  feet  wide }  to  cut  down 
the  leaning  trees,  to  pull  up  all  dangerous  snags,  and  to  prevent  the 
re-formation  of  the  raft  by  running  drift,  the  additional  estimates  were 
inserted  in  this  report. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  Jaly  1, 1875 |39,354  91 

Amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 39, 147  76 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 207  15 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 35, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  lor  completion  of  existing  project 115, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 . .    75, 000  00 


K  4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  CYPRESS  BAYOU,  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OF  DAMS,  AND 
DREDGING  AT  THE  FOOT  OF  SODO  LAKE,  TEXAS. 

Work  was  continued  in  July  with  the  dredge-boat  in  finishing  the  cat 
that  had  been  commenced  the  previous  season.  About  3,000  yi^s  have 
been  excavated  and  a  number  of  stumps  removed. 
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The  balance  of  the  appropriation  was  so  small  that  extended  opera- 
tions could  not  be  carried  on. 

After  finishing  the  cut  the  dredge  was  thoroughly  repaired  and  laid  op. 

No  work  was  done  in  Sodo  Lake^  there  being  no  funds  on  hand  for  that 
purpose. 

If  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  coming  fiscal  year,  it  is  proposed 
to  dredge  at  various  points  in  the  bayou,  and  also  to  remove  stumps  and 
other  obstructions  in  the  lake. 

There  has  been  no  appropriation  since  that  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1874. 

Total  amoaot  appropriated  since  commencemeDt  of  work $60, 000  00 

Total  amount  expended  since  commencement  of  work ^ 59, 977  90 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $4,259  68 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 4,237  58 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 22  10 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 13, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.  10, 000  00 


WATER-GAUGES  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AND  ITS  PRINCIPAL  TRIB- 
UTARIES.* 

Observations  were  carried  on  at  all  the  gauge-stations  during  the 
year.  Such  repairs  as  the  gauges  needed  were  made  from  time  to  time, 
so  that  at  this  date  they  are  all  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  of 
that  at  Memphis.  Work  upon  this  one  has  been  delayed  in  expecta- 
tion that  the  city  would  do  something  toward  repairing  their  levee,  as 
it  would  be  useless  to  put  up  a  good,  substantial  gauge,  like  the  one 
formerly  here,  with  the  levee  in  the  condition  it  is  at  present.  I  have 
been  husbanding  the  funds  on  hand  for  the  purpose  of  putting  this 
gauge  in  perfect  order. 

The  gauges  were  established  by  Major  Merrill,  in  accordanoe  with  a 
resolution  passed  by  Congress  in  1871,  ^<  with  a  view  to  obtain  informa- 
tion required  for  the  protection  of  the  alluvial  lands  against  overflow, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  navigation."  As  the  records  of  the  differ- 
ent high  and  low  waters,  bench-marks,  and  other  information  were  so 
scattered,  I  directed  Mr.  Joseph  Burney,  assistant  engineer,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Van  Pelt,  to  collect  all  data  bearing  upon  the  subject,  in 
order  that  the  same  might  be  embodied  in  one  report.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  the  records  of  the  gauges  below  will  give  all  informa- 
tion collected  and  authorities  for  the  same. 

A41  the  elevations  given  are  referred  to  the  gauges  now  used,  with 
the  exception  of  those  at  Lake  Providence,  Vicksburgh,  and  Eed  River 
Landing,  at  which  stations  no  reliable  connections  could  be  made  be- 
tween the  delta-survey  gauges  and  the  present  ones. 

The  asterisk  (*)  means  standard  high  or  low  water  to  which  gauge  is 
referred. 

ALEXANDRIA  GAUaE. 

In  December,  1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill.    Location, 

*  The  references  in  this  report  to  "Physios  and  Hydranlios  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
Hnniphreys  and  Abbot,"  are  to  the  first  edition,  Philadelphia,  1861.       r^^^^l^ 
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below  the  wareboase  of  Capt.  John  A.  Williams.  In  1872  inspected  by 
Major  Merrill.  In  September,  1874,  repaired  by  Capt  R-  W.  Bringhurst, 
parish  surveyor.  In  December,  1871,  Capt.  J.  A.  Williams  was  ap- 
pointed observer,  and  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Merrill,  1871.)  A  metal  star  on  the  south  end  of 
the  iron  sill  of  the  north  door  of  the  Ice  Honse  Hotel,  and  reads  on 
gauge  35.853  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Merrill,  1872.)  An  iron  eightpenny  nail  driven 
into  the  mortar  between  the'  second  and  the  third  course  of  bricks 
(counting  from  the  bottom,  the  first  course  being  half  sunk  in  the 
ground)  in  the  brick  building  on  the  east  corner  of  Jackson  and  Second 
streets;  reads  on  gauge  34.202  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Merrill,  1872.)  The  top  projecting  course  of  bricks 
in  the  foundation  of  the  courthouse,  at  the  extreme  east  corner;  reads 
on  gauge  36.319  feet. 

Oscillation,  39.06  feet. 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

readiDg. 

Bate. 

reading. 

Authority. 

1849 

35.36 
*36.46 

Malor  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Keport 
1873.  page  581.) 
Do. 

1866 

1871 

Aug.  - 

Dec.     7 
Oct      1 
Sept.  86 

Nov.  89 

0.0 

♦-8. 60 
-a  50 
-a  00 

-8.90 

M^jor  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report 

1878,  Dage  434.) 
Mi^or  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1878 

April  89 
JnDe  19 
May    8 

April  97 
April  17 

33.30 
30.30 
34.90 

83.90 
38.80 

1873 

1874 

High. water,  M^Jor  Merrill ;  low-water.  Cap- 

tain  Benyaord,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Captain  Benyanrd,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

18TO ; 

BATON  BOUGE  GAUaS. 

In  1861  a  gauge  was  established  by  (Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot. 
Location,  in  front  of  Mr.  Brown's  mill,  above  the  arsenal.  From  Feb- 
ruary 1, 1851,  to  February  28^  1863,  observations  were  taken  by  Mr.  J. 
W.  Brown.  In  December,  1871,  Major  Merrill  established  the  present 
gauge,  the  location  being  a  short  distance  below  the  old  saw-mill,  about 
two  squares  below  the  State-house.  In  December,  1872,  gauge  rebuilt 
by  Col.  S.  H.  Lockett,  0.  E.  In  October,  1873,  repaired  by  Mr.  John  V. 
Van  Pelt,  0.  B.  In  December,  1876,  repaired  by  Mr.  Joseph  Bumey, 
0.  E.  From  December,  1871,  to  July,  1873,  Col.  8.  H.  Lockett  was 
observer ;  firom  July,  1873,  to  December,  1874,  Mr.  William  M.yan  Pelt ; 
from  December,  1874,  Mr.  S.  L.  Guyol,  who  still  retains  the  position. 

Benchmark  No.  1,  (Merrill,  1871, ''  State  house  B.  M.,")  is  the  top  of 
lowest  marble  course  of  the  State-house,  taken  on  the  west  point  at  the 
middle  of  its  northern  half,  which  reads  on  the  gauge  62.670  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2.  Top  of  the  inner  cap  (at  southwest  oorner)  that 
covers  the  pediment  on  which  rests  the  7th  post  on  the  west  side  from 
the  northwest  comer  of  the  fence  surrounding  the  State-house,  which 
reads  on  the  gauge  34.771  feet. 

Benchmark  No.  3,  (Van  Pelt,  1873.)  Mark  on  northeast  corner  of 
chimney  of  old  mill,  near  the  gauge,  and  reads  35.90  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  4,  (Van  Pelt,  1873.)  Top  of  stone  at  boundary -line  be- 
tween United  States  garrison  and  city  property;  reads  on  gauge  34.111 
feet. 
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To  leduce  delta-gaage  records  tx>  present  gaage,  add  1.1  feet, 
thority,  Captain  Benyaurd. 
Oscillation,  35.95  feet 


Aa- 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Bate. 

Gaoge- 
readmg. 

Bate. 

GMge- 
reading. 

Authority. 

1898 

April  1 

34.7 
33.9 
34.9 
84.5 
34.5 
32.0 

Hampfareys  and  Ahbot,  page  170. 

1844 

1849 

Do. 

1850 

Mar.  15 
April  1 
June  13 

Do. 

1851 

Nov.  24 
Oct.    31 

3.5 

ao 

*a20 

Hnmphreya  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  page  31. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  page  35. 
JSmAot  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Bngineera*  Beport, 

1874.  page  491.)                                  ^^ 
Hmn^Lreys  and  Abbot,  page  170. 

1859 

1854 

1858 

34.  .'S 
35.0 
36.10 

34.49 
34.50 
29.65 
29.85 
*36.15 

29.75 
38.40 

1850 

May    6 

1863 

Malor  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Bngineera'  Keport, 

1869 

1874.  page  491.) 

1871 

Do. 

1872 

May    7 
Jane  17 
April  16 

May  13 
May    8 

Deo.  22 
Jan.     1 
Nov.  21 

Jan.     1 

1.15 
2.32 
3.30 

a95 

Msjor  Merrill,  (water-gange  reoorda.) 
Do. 

1873 

1874 

High-water,  Midor  Merrill ;  low-water.  Cap- 
tain Benyaurd ;  (water-gange  records.) 
Captain  Benyaurd,  (water-gange  records.) 

1875 

1876 

Da 

OAIEO  GAUGE. 

In  1858  a  gange  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot. 
From  January  1  to  August6,  1858,  observations  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Arnol  d  Syberg.  From  1858  to  1868,  observations  were  taken  by  the  Cairo 
City  Company,  and  copies  of  the  records  obtained  by  Major  Merrill.  In 
October,  1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill  5  location,  by  the 
side  of  the  upper  inclined  railway  of  the  freight-landing  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad,  In  1872,  inspected  by  Major  Merrill.  In  February, 
1874,  a  new  gauge  was  built  by  Mr.  Charles  Thrupp,  C.  E. ;  location,  at 
the  foot  of  4th  street.  In  October,  1871,  Mr.  M.  S.  Ensminger  was  ap- 
pointed observer,  and  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Hely,)  door-sill  Saint  Charles  Hotel,  northeast 
.  corner;  reads  on  gauge  52.42  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Hely,)  door-sill  Adler's  store,  between  4th  and  6th, 
reads  on  gauge  52.79  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  door-sill  Donelly's  store,  between  18th  and  20th, 
reads  on  gauge  52.94  feet  Grade  of  Ohio  levee  reads  on  gauge  51.16 
feet ;  authority,  M^or  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report,  1874,  page 
489.)  Grade  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  on  the  levee  reads  on  gauge 
52.16  feet;  authority,  Major  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report,  1874, 
page  489.)  Grade  of  Mississippi  levee  reads  on  gauge  53.16  feet ;  author- 
ity. Major  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report,  1874,  page  489.) 

To  reduce  delta-gauge  records  to  present  gauge,  add  9.16  feet ;  au- 
thority, Major  Abb^t,  (commission  of  engineers^^report,  page  108.)  City 
datum-line  reads  on  gauge  9.16  feet ;  authority.  Major  Merrill,  (Chief  of 
Engineers'  Report,  1874,  page  489.) 

Oscillation,  51.97  feet. 
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High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

iSSS^ 

Date. 

Gaage< 
reading. 

Authority. 

1358           

June  81 
May    7 
Jan.  83 

i&n 

Dec.  89 
Mar.  18 
May    1 

40.56 
46.49 
37.84 
43.16 
50.85 
34.30 
47.90 
49.89 
*50.97 

45.64 

Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  page  48. 
Cairo  City  Co.,  (water-gauge  reooris.) 
Do. 

1850 

Not.  10 
Oct    18 

5.33 
3.58 

1880 

1861 

Do. 

1868    

Do. 

1864 

Do. 

1885 

Dec     4 
Auk.  18 
Deb!  14 

6.51 
9.76 
9l70 

Do. 

1866 

Do. 

1887 

MiMor  MerriU.  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Beport, 

Cairo  CM&  Co.,  (water-eaoge  records.) 
M^jor  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Bngineers'  Report. 

1878,  page  489.) 
M^lor  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1868 

May  19 

1871 

Dec.  84 

Dea    6 
Oct    15 
Not.  13 

Jan.  86 

*~1.00 

1.00 
8.60 
3.00 

5.30 

1872 

April  19 
Feb.  96 
April  86 

Aug,    8 
April  6 

39.90 
41.55 
47.40 

45.18 
46.38 

1873 

1874 

High-water,  M^lor  MerriU ;  low-water.  Cap- 
tain Benyauro,  (water-gauge  records.) 

Da 

1875 

1S76 

OABBOLLTON  GAUGE. 

From  October  1, 1848,  to  June  30, 1855,  daily  observations  were  ob- 
tained by  Professor  Forshey,  and  those  notes  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot  for  the  delta  survey.  In  1857  a  gauge 
was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot,  the  location  being 
a  short  distance  above  the  depot.  From  November  4, 1857,  to  April  30, 
1861,  daily  observations  were  taken  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Williams.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1872,  Major  Merrill  erected  a  gauge,  taking  the  same  zero  as  that 
used  in  the  delta  survey,  and  erected  the  gauge  near  the  old  location. 
In  January,  1873,  repaired  by  Lieutenant  Mahan,  U.  S.  E.  In  March, 
1874,  Inspected  by  Lieutenant  Qninn,  U.  S.  £.  In  4>agust,  1874,  re- 
paired by  Mr.  W.  B.  Williams,  0.  E.  In  February,  1875,  inspected,  under 
the  direction  of  Captain  Howell,  U.  S.  E.,  by  Mr.  H.  0.  Ripley,  C.  B. 
In  April,  1875,  rebuilt  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Nicol,  0.  E.  In  December,  1875, 
inspected  by  Mr.  Joseph  Burney,  O.  E.  In  January,  1872,  Mr.  Wm.  L. 
Duffy  was  appointed  observer,  and  still  retains  the  position.  Mean  Gulf 
level  reads  on  gauge  0.14  feet^  authority,  Generals  Humphreys  and 
Abbot. 

Benchmark  No.  1,  ("Hampson,"  Merrill,  1871.)  A  large  railroad- 
spike  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  machine-shop  of  the  New  Orleans 
and  Garrollton  Railroad ;  reads  on  gauge  7.92  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Mahan,  1873.)  On  top  of  a  large  cypress  mooring- 
post,  a  few  feet  on  the  down-stream  side  of  the  highest  section  of  the 
gauge.  It  is  the  iiftersection  of  two  diameters  in  a  circle  of  about  f  inch 
radius;  circle  and  diameter  made  with  silver-headed  lining-tacks;  reads 
on  gauge  15.928  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Ripley,  1875.)  The  top  of  a  broken  spike  driven 
into  the  north  face  of  the  car-house  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Garrollton 
Railroad ;  said  spike  is  2  feet  west  of  the  west  side  of  the  door  and  on  a 
level  with  the  course  of  bricks  upon  which  the  door-sill  rests ;  reads  on 
gauge  11.14  feet. 

Benchmark  No.  4,  (Ripley,  1875.)  The  top  of  a  ship-spike  driven  in 
the  north  side  of  the  machine-shop  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Garrollton 
Railroad ;  0.20  foot  from  the  northwest  corner;  said  spike  is  driven  be- 
tween the  bricks,  37  courses  from  the  top  of  the  window-casing;  reads 
on  gauge  10.240  feet. 
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A 
Bench-mark  No.  5,  (Barney,  1875.)    A  mark  thus :  U.  S.  E.,  cuton  west 

75 
end  of  iron  step  of  north  door  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Carrollton  Rail- 
road depot,  and  reads  on  gauge  8.61  feet. 
Oscillation,  17.aO  feet. 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

. 

Year. 

Date. 

Gaoffe- 
reading. 

Date. 

Gaufce- 
reacdng. 

Authority. 

1849 

Mar.  13 
Jan.  31 
Mar.  27 
May  30 
May  30 
April  14 
April  7 

15.3 
13.8 
15.4 
14.1 
15.0 
14.7 
9.5 

Oct.     6 
Nov.  18 
Nov.  84 
Feb.     4 
Oct    36 
Dec.  30 

8.10 
-0.5 
0.8 
0.6 
1.3 
0.0 

Hnmphreye  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  37. 
Hnraphreya  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  88. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  38. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  36. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  38. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  39. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix.B,  p.  40. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  48. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  47. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  pw  51. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  58. 
Mjyor  Merrill.  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report 
187Sj)age  434.) 

IgSO 

1851 /. 

185"» 

ISJiS 

1854 

1855 

1857 

Nov.    4 
Nov.     5 
Nov.  13 
Oct,    18 

0.8 

0.4 

-0.4 

-0.7 

1858 

May  10 
May     4 
Feb.     6 

15.1 
15.6 
13.4 
15.36 

15.4 
12.30 
12.98 
n5.70 

11.30 
18.70 

1859 

1860 ... 

1863 

1871 

1872 

May    6 
Jane  87 
April  16 

May    3 
May  11 

Dec.  27 
Nov.  30 
Nov.  34 

Nov.  13 

*-1.60 
0.08 
0.10 

a  10 

Miyor  Merrill,  (water-gaage  records.) 
Do. 

1873 

1874 

High- water,  Midor  Merrill ;  low-water.  Cap- 
tain Benyaard.  (water-gaage  records.) 
Captain  Benyanrd,  (water-gaage  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

COLUMBUS  aAuas. 

In  1857  a  gauge  was  established  by  Generals  Hamphreys  and  Abbot 
at  the  foot  of  Dabney  street.  For  bench-mark,  see  Humphreys  and 
Abbot,  Appendix  B,  page  23.  From  December  1,  1857,  to  August  30, 
1869,  observations  taken  by  Mr.  H.  0.  Fillebrown,  C.  B.,  and  Mr.  J.  M. 
Moore.  Highest  observation,  June  22, 1858,  40.9  feet;  lowest  observa- 
tion, October  20, 1858,  3.1  feet 

DOWALDSONVrLLE  GAUGE. 

In  1851,  a  gauge  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot. 
From  January  30, 1851,  to  March  16, 1860,  Mr.  A.  Gingry  was  observer. 
Location  of  gauge,  on  wharf-pile. 

Benchmark  No.  1,  (delta.)  Top  of  pedestal  of  column  of  landofBce, 
northwest  comer ;  reads  on  gauge  28.18  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (delta.)  On  water-table  of  court-house,  northeast 
corner:  reads  on  gauge  28.82  feet. 

Oscillation,  27.5  feet. 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

.SSTg. 

Date. 

;2ss. 

Aathority. 

1849 

30.1 
28.8 
30.3 
28.4 
27.9 
27.6 
1&8 
26.2 
26.6 
.30.0 
30.5 

Humphreys  and  Abhot,  page  170. 
Do. 

1850 

1851 

Mar.  27 
Jane  15 
May  98 
Aprill4 
April  7 
May  29 
Mar.  18 
May  10 
May    6 

Nov.  22 
Nov.    1 
Oct.    25 
Dec.  29 
Jan.     1 
Oct.    15 
Nov.    4 
Nov.    4 
Sept.    5 

5.4 
6.3 
5.0 
3.0 
4.2 
3.0 
3.2 
4.0 
3.5 

Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  S9. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p^  35. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  37. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  38. 

isfva 

1853 

1854 

1855 

Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B»  p^  39. 

1856 

Hamphreys  and  Abbo^  Appendix  B,  p.  40. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  41. 
Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  47. 

1857 

1858 

1859 

Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  51. 
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FLORENCE  OATJaE. 

In  November,  1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill;  location, 
just  below  the  north  abutment  of  the  railroad-bridge  over  the  Tennessee 
River,  In  1872,  inspected  by  Major  Merrill.  In  November,  1871,  Mr. 
W.  P.  Stradford  was  appointed  observer,  and  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Merrill,  1871.)  Southeast  corner  of  the  top  of 
the  first  small  pier  north  of  the  bridge,  and  reads  on  gauge  30.193  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Merrill,  1871.)  Top  of  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  bridge-seat,  on  the  abutment ;  reads  on  gauge  32.261  feet. 

Oscillation,  31.84  feet. 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

Gaase- 
readlng. 

Date. 

Gauge- 
reading. 

Aath<)rity. 

1867 

*31.08 

M%Jor  Merrill*  (Chief  of  Engineers*  Report 
1873,  page  430.) 
Do. 

1871 

0.0 

*-0. 76 

-0.45 

ao3 

0.43 

1873 

Dec.  35 
Feb.  33 
April  17 

Mar.    8 
Jan.     4 

16.35 
33.90 
36.00 

89.38 
19.78 

Oct    34 
Oct.    31 
Nov.  10 

Nov.    3 

M%{or  Merrill,  (water-gaage  reoords.) 
Do. 

1873 

1S74 

High-water,  Mi^or  Merrill ;  low-water,  Cap. 

Captain  Benyanrd,  (water-gange  reoorda.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

POET  LEAVBNWOBTH  GAUGE. 

From  September  20, 1869,  until  the  gauge  was  established  by  Major 
Merrill,  observations  were  taken  by  the  Kansas  and  Missouri  Bailroad 
Company,  on  a  gauge  located  on  the  railroad-bridge.  In  November, 
1871,  a  gauge  was  erected,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Merrill,  by 
Lieutenant  Bnffner,  U.  S.  E.;  location,  below  the  pumplng-engine  house. 
In  1872  inspected  by  Major  Merrill.  In  November,  1871,  Mr.  William  N. 
Nutz  was  appointed  observer,  and  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench  mark  No.  1,  (Merrill,  1872.)  High-water  mark  of  1867  cut  into 
rock  near  engine-house,  and  reads  on  gauge  22.06  feet.  The  zero  of 
gauge  reads  101.45  feet  on  railroad-bridge  gauge;  authority,  Major 
Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Keport  1873,  page  517.) 

Oscillation,  22.06  feet. 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Tear. 

Date. 

Gange- 
reading. 

Date. 

Oange- 
readlng. 

Authority. 

1867 

*39.06 

M%{or  Merrill.  (Chief  of  EngineerB'  Seport 

1873,  pag«  f  17.) 
K.  and  M.  R  R.  Co.,  (water-gauge  records.) 
High-water,  K  and  M.  R.  R.  Co. ;  low-water, 

Mivjor  Merrill,  (water-gaage  reoords.) 
M^Jor  Merrill,  (water-gaage  reoords.) 
Do. 

1869 

Deo.  35 
Deo.  83 

Nov.  30 
Deo.     3 
Deo.  10 
Jan.     6 
Jan.     1 

S.85 
0.80 

*0.00 
1.33 
1.80 
1.60 
3.00 

1870 

April  13 

Jnne  11 
July  14 
July    6 
Jane  17 
April  30 
June  14 

16.75 

13.95 
16.39 
19.07 
15.90 
17.70 
16.35 

1871 

1873 ; 

1873 

Do. 

1874 

Do. 

1875 

Captain  Benyanrd,  (water-gaage  records.) 

1876 

HELENA  GAUGE. 


In  1858  a  gange  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot, 
and  from  March  19  to  July  20, 1868,  observations  taken.  In  November, 
1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill  near  the  coal-landing,  being 
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on  the  southern  line  of  Mr.  A.  Fink's  lot.  In  December,  1872,  re- 
paired by  Lieutenant  Mahan,  U.  S.  E.  In  December,  1874,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Benyaurd,  a  new  gauge  was  erected  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Burney,  O.  E.,  and  the  zero  placed  at  low-water  of  1872,  making  the 
zero  2.20  feet  lower  than  the  gauge  erected  by  Major  Merrill  in  1871.  In 
November,  1871,  Mr.' James  B.  Miles  was  appointed  [observer,  and  still 
retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Merrill,  1871.)  The  top  of  the  first  projecting 
course  of  bricks  of  the  southern  foundation-pier  of  Mr.  Fink's  house 
reads  on  gauge  43.09  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Mahan,  1872.)  In  rear  of  the  levee  at  the  north 
end  of  the  steps  of  Squire  Williams's  house;  reads  on  gauge  46.138  feet 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Mahan,  1872.)  In  rear  of  levee  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  southeast  column  of  the  south  porch  of  Mr.  Quarell's 
house;  reads  on  gauge  44.635  feet.  To  reduce  records  of  delta-gauge  to 
present  gauge  deduct  0.39  foot ;  authority,  Captain  Benyaurd. 

Oscillation,  46.40  feet 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

read&g. 

Date. 

Gange- 
readiug. 

Authority. 

1898 

43.11 
49.91 
49  81 
49.81 
39.81 
44.61 
43.61 
*46.40 

45.89 

Humphreys  and  Ahhot,  page  1?0. 

1844 

1849 

Do. 

1850 

May     1 

Do. 

1851 

Do. 

1858 

Jnly    8 
Mar.  - 

Hnmphreys  and  Ahbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  44. 
Humphreys  and  Abbott,  page  170. 
Midor  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report 
1879,  page  439.) 

1859 

1869 

1867 

1871 

Dec.   99 
Deo.   96 
Oct.    17 
Nov.  16 

Jan.  98 

1.15 
*0.00 
4.00 
3.70 

6.50 

Mi^or  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1879 

April  96 
Mar.    6 
May  11 

April  19 
April  18 

39.03 
40.00 
45.80 

49.40 
44.85 

1873    .  7 

Do. 

1874 

High-water, Midor Merrill;  low-water, Cap- 
tain Benyauid,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Captain  Benyaurd. 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

JAOEBONPORT  aATJaS. 

In  November,  1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill ;  location, 
below  WeisePs  sawmill,  between  Main  and  Mill  streets.  In  1872,  in- 
spected by  Major  Merrill.  In  November,  1871,  Mr.  W.  E.  Bevans  was 
appointed  observer,  and  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Merrill,  1871.)  Five  copper  tacks  on  the  southern 
end  of  the  sill  of  the  southern  door  at  the  rear  of  Mr.  Ganse's  building  ; 
reads  on  gauge  31.692  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Mahan,  1872.)  Extreme  northern  end  of  door-sill 
on  the  east  front  of  a  brick  building  owned  by  Messrs.  Adler  &  Grold- 
man ;  reads  on  gauge  32.863  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Mahan,  1872.)  On  the  southern  door-sill  of  the 
above  front,  and  reads  32.812  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  4,  (Dukes,  1874.)  Oopperplugiu  southwest  comer  of 
court-house ;  reads  on  gauge  30.30  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  5,  (Dukes,  1874.)  Oopper  plug  in  J.  D.  Goldman  & 
Co.'s  store;  reads  on  gauge  33.32  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  6,  (Dukes,  1874.)  Iron  spike  in  locust-tree  corner  of 
Plumb  street  and  alley ;   reads  on  gauge  26.94  feet. 
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Benchmark  I7o.  7,  (Dakes,  1874.)    Iron  spike  in  post  corner  of  Jeffer- 
son street  and  alley;  reads  on  gaage  31.26  feet. 
Oscillation^  33.93  feet 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Tear. 

Date. 

readuig. 

Date. 

■SSJS. 

Authority. 

1807 

*3Sl83 

Hi^or  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report 
1879,  page  431.) 

1871 

0.00 

*-1.10 

-0.70 

-0.50 

-0.03 

1879 

Hay  94 
April  13 
April  93 

Hay    6 

Jan.    31 

99.00 
30.00 
31.05 

98.80 
31.65 

Dec.  94 
Sept.    2 
Nov.    3 

Oct    99 

M^Jor  Merrill,  (water-gsnge  reoords.) 
Do. 

1873 

1874 

High-water, M%ior Merrill;  low-water. Cap- 
Captain  Benyaora,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876, 

LAKE  PROYIDENOE  GAUGE. 

In  1851  a  gaage  was  established  by  Generals  Hamphreys  and  Abbots 
the  locatioD  being  near  the  wharf-boat  landing,  and  from  February  11 
to  November  30, 1851,  observations  taken  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Garry.  In  1858 
the  gauge  was  again  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot, 
and  from  March  20  to  August  21, 1858,  daily  observations  taken.  In 
December,  1871,  a  gauge  was  erects  by  Major  Merrill  opposite  Mr. 
Le  May's  house,  (since  burned  down.)  In  December,  1872,  repaired 
by  Lieutenant  Mahan,  U.  S.  E.  In  November,  1874,  rebuilt  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Burney,  C.  B.  In  February,  1875,  rebuilt  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Nicol, 
G.  E.  In  December,  1875,  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Joseph  Barney,  G.  E.  In  No- 
vember, 1871,  Mr.  S.  T.  Le  May  was  appointed  observer,  and  still  re- 
tains the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Mahan,  1872.)  On  the  southwest  corner  of  the  slate 
pedestal  of  a  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Beasin  Bowie ;  reads 
on  gauge  36.868  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  ^Burney  ,1874.)  On  cotton  wood-tree,  2,000  feet  above 
present  gauge  location,  30  feet  from  and  outside  present  levee,  (3  nails 
represent  bench-mark ;)  reads  on  gauge  36.637  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Nicol,  1875.)  Water-table  southeast  corner  new 
court-house;  reads  on  gauge  37.872  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  4,  (Nicol,  1875.)  Upper  ground-course  of  brick  founda- 
tion-pillar southeast  corner  Le  May  House,  now  owned  by  Mr.  John  A. 
Guest ;  reads  on  gauge  32.988  feet. 

No  connection  has  been  made  between  the  gauge  established  by 
Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot  and  the  present  gauge. 

Oscillation,  44.72  feet. 

Q^neraU  Hump\rejf8  and  Abbol^a  gauffe. 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

.^. 

Date. 

Qange- 
readlig. 

Authority. 

1850 

45.0 
45.6 
47.6 
48.4 

Humphreys  and  Abbot,  page  170. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot.  Appendix  B,  p.  99. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  45. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  page  170. 

1651 

Mar.  10 
Apr.    8 
Apr.  95 

1838    

1850 
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Preiemt  gauge. 

1862 

*40.87 
39.99 

MAjor  Merrill  (Chief  of  Bngiaeers'  Report 
1872,  page  432.) 

1867 



1871 

Deo.  31 
Deo.  29 
Nov.    4 
Nov.  16 

Nov.  12 

-2.60 

*-3.85 

0.91 

0.95 

5.90 

Major  Merrill,  (water-gange  records.) 
Do. 

1872 

May     1 

May  28 
Mar.  21 

Apr.  19 
Apr.  12 

35. 15 
36.12 
37.37 

37.29 
37.95 

1873 

Do. 

1874 

High- water.  Major  Merrill ;  low- water.  Cap- 
tain Benyaord,  (water-gaage  records.) 
CapUia  BeDyanrd,  (water-gange  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876    .  . 

LITTLE  EOCK  GAUaE. 

In  October,  1871,  Major  Merrill  established  a  gauge,  and  under  his 
direction  is  was  erected  by  Maj.  S.  McOormick,  O.  E.  Location,  foot 
of  Commerce  street.  In  December,  1872,  inspected  by  Lieutenant 
Mahan,  U.  8.  E.  In  March,  1872,  Mr.  Joseph  Meyer  was  appointed 
observer,  and  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Mahan,  1872.)  The  extreme  northern  end  of  the 
sill  of  the  north  basement  window  of  the  warehouse  to  which  gauge  is 
attached ;  reads  31.203  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Mahan,  1872.)  Top  of  the  eyebolt  in  a  mooring- 
post  on  the  levee  44  feet  east  from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  warehouse 
and  almost  on  the  prolongation  of  its  northern  face ;  reads  on  gauge 
22.338  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Mahan,  1872.)  The  side  farthest  from  the  river 
of  the  eyebolt  in  the  mooring-post  30  feet  east  from  bench-mark  No.  2 ; 
reads  on  gauge  21.812  feet. 

Oscillation,  31  feet. 


Hlgh.water. 

Low-water. 

Tear. 

Date. 

Gaage- 
reading. 

Date. 

Gauge- 
reading. 

Authority. 

1857 

•31.00 

Msjor  Merrill.  (Chief  of  Engineers*  Beport 
1872,  page  432.) 
Do. 

1864 

*0.00 
0.80 
0.40 
0.00 

0.50 

1872 

May  20 
Apr.  12 
Apr.  25 

Aug.    5 
Apr.    5 

98.00 
22.60 
23.00 

21.80 
23.10 

Dec     4 

Sept.  23 
Sept.    4 

Nov.  27 

Do. 

1873 

1874 

Hlgh-water,  Malor  Merrill ;  low-water,  Cap- 
tain Benyaurd,  (water-gange  reoorda.) 
Captain  Benyaord,  (water-gauge  recorda.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

LOmSVILLB  GAUOB,  (UPPEB.) 

Observations  in  1851, 1858, 1859, 1866, 1867, 1868,  and  1869  were  taken 
by  Gapt.  E.  Lockhart,  superintendent  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Oanal.  In  November,  1871,  a  gauge  was  established  by  Major  Merrill, 
who  states  in  his  report,  "the  gauge  was  constructed  at  my  request, 
under  the  direction  of  Maj.  G.  Weitzel,  Engineers,  by  his  assistant,  Mr. 
Phillip  J.  Schoflf." 

The  gauge  is  cut  into  the  north  abutment-wall  of  the  upper  guard- 
gate  at  the  head  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal. 

From  November,  1871,  to  December,  1872,  Capt.  E.  Lockhart  was 
observer ;  from  December,  1872,  to  April,  1874,  Mr.  Wm.  Reynolds ;  from 
April,  1874,  to  February,  1875,  Mr.  J.  B.  Thompson  5  from  February, 
1875,  Mr.  H.  K.  Adams,  who  still  retains  the  position. 

The  zero  of  gauge  reads  35  feet  on  canal-levels;  authority.  Major 
Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report,  1872,  page  429,^      GoOqIc 
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Bench-mark  No.  1.    Top  of  side-wall  of  gaard-gate  at  head  of  canal 
on  which  gauge  is  cat ;  reads  20.588  feet. 
B^Oscillation,  39.67  feet. 


Higb^water. 

Low  water. 

Year. 

Date. 

Ganse- 
reading. 

Date. 

Gauge- 
reading. 

Authority. 

Ig32 

*40.76 
20.26 

Major  MerriU,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Beport 

1873,  p.  518.) 
Superintendent    Louisville    and    Portland 

Canal. 
M^ior  Merrtll.  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report 

1873,  p.  518.) 
Superintendent    Louisville    and    Portland 

Do'. 

1851 

Mar.    2 

Oct.      5 

1.51 

•1.09 

1.51 

2.01 
2.76 
1.84 
3.01 
2.76 
2.00 
2.30 
1.75 

1856 

1858 

June  17 

Feb.  24 
Jas.     1 
Mar.  15 
Mar.  31 
April  4 
Aprill4 
Deo.  19 
Feb.  26 

Ang.    7 
Jan.  30 

19.09 

33.76 
18.50 
37.59 
22.26 
24.26 
20.95 

Sept.  28 

Sept.  20 
Aug.  18 
Oct.    23 
July  30 
Aug.  25 
Oct?     7 

1859 

1866 

Do. 

1867 

Do. 

1868 

Do. 

1869 

Do. 

1872 

Mi^or  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1873 

ia30     Oct.      1 
22. 35  i  Sent.  22 

1874 

High-water,  Major  Merrill ;  low-water,  Cap- 
tain Benyaurd,  (water-gauge  records.) 

Do. 

1875 

30.30 
32.50 

Sept  20            2.70 

1876 

LOUISVILLE  GAUGE,  (LOWER.) 

Observations  in  1858, 1859, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869  were  taken  by  Gapt 
E.  Lockliart,  saperintendent  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal.  In  1871  a 
gauge  was  established  by  Major  Merrill,  who  states  in  his  report,  ^'  this 
gauge  was  constructed  at  my  request  under  the  direction  of  Maj.  G. 
^  Weitzel,  Engineers,  by  his  assistant,  Mr.  Phillip  Schoff.''  The  location, 
near  double  lock  at  the  foot  of  Louisville  and  Portland  Oaual.  In  1872, 
inspected  by  Major  Merrill.  From  November,  1871,  to  December,  1872, 
Capt.  E.  Lockhart  was  observer ;  from  December,  1872,  to  April,  1874, 
Mr.  Wm.  Reynolds;  from  April,  1874,  to  February,  1875,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Thompson ;  from  February,  1875,  Mr.  H.  N.  Adams,  who  still  retains 
the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1  is  the  lower  miter-sill  lower  lock  new  canal,  which 
is  2  feet  below  zero. 

The  zero  of  gauge  reads  8  feet  on  canal-levels ;  authority.  Major  Mer- 
rill, (Chief  of  Engineers'  Report  1872,  page  430.) 

Oscillation,  66.50  feet. 


High- 

water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

reading. 

Date. 

reading. 

Authority. 

1838 

*67.50 

Major  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Beport 
1872,  p.  430.) 
Do. 

1856 

*1.00 
1.50 

8.50 
4.67 
3.00 
5.08 
4.08 
1.60 
3.00 
2.80 

4.10 

1858 

June  17 

Feb.  34 
Sept.S7 
Mar.  15 
Jan.   11 
April  4 
April  14 
Dec.  19 
Feb.  86 

Aug.    8 
Jan.  30 

42.33 

57.50 
41.75 
62.17 
4a  75 
49.00 
45.37 
42.80 
47.60 

55.00 
58.00 

Oct.     7 

Sept.  90 
Aug.  18 
Oct.    22 
Sept.  29 
Nov.  17 
Oct.    17 
Oct.      1 
Nov.  15 

Sept  90 

Superintendent    Louisville    and    Portland 
C&nal. 
Do. 

1850 

1866 

Do. 

1867 

Do, 

1868 

Do. 

18(J9 

Do. 

1872      

M^Jor  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1873 

1874 

High-water,  Mi^lor  Merrill ;  low-water,  Cap- 

tain  Benyaurd,  rwater-gauge  records.) 
Captain  Benyaurd,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

r^          T 

RCk   V 
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MEMPHIS  aAuas. 

From  September  5, 1848,  to  May  7, 1852,  copy  of  records  was  obtained 
by  Geuerals  Humphreys  and  Abbot  from  water-gauge  records,  kept  by 
the  officers  of  the  navy-yard.  In  1857  a  gauge  was  established  by  Gen- 
erals Humphreys  and  Abbot,  the  location  being  in  Wolf  Eiver  near  the 
boundary  of  the  navy-yard.  From  December  20, 1857,  to  August  30, 
1859,  observations  were  taken  by  Mr.  Michael  Conway.  In  November, 
1871,  the  erection  of  a  gauge  was  commenced  by  Major  Merrill  and  fin- 
ished under  the  direction  of  the  Memphis  Harbor  Committee,  by  Maj. 
J.  H.  Humphrey,  city  engineer,  the  location  being  about  120  feet  south 
of  Jefferson  street.  In  1872  inspected  by  Major  Merrill.  In  November, 
1871,  Mr.  W.  L.  Trask  was  appointed  observer,  and  still  retains  the 
position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (delta.)  Top  of  the  water-table  of  rope-walk,  navy- 
yard  ;  reads  on  gauge  45.314  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2.  Water-table  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Front  and 
Poplar  streets ;  reads  on  gauge  82.64  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Nicol,  1876.)     On  door-sill  corner  of  Front  and 

Jefferson  street*,  and  on  Jefferson,  marked  thus:  u.  ^,  E.  *^^  reads  on 

gauge  90.336  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  4,  (Nicol,  1876.)  On  iron  door-step  entrance  to  up- 
stairs, Frank's  building,  280  Front  street,  marked  thus:  jj^  ^  g^    and 

reads  on  gauge  89.012  feet. 

To  reduce  delta-gauge  records  to  present  gauge  deduct  1.14  feet; 
authority,  Captain  Benyaurd. 

Zero  of  gauge  reads  on  city  levels  66  feet ;  authority.  Major  Mer- 
rill.   (Chief  of  Engineers'  Eeport  1872,  page  430.) 

Oscillation,  35.75  feet. 


Higb.water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

reading. 

Date. 

Gauge- 
reading. 

Anthority. 

1828 

38.86 
33.16 

. 

Humphreys  and  Abbot,  page  170. 

1844 

jnly  — 

1848 

Nov.    3 
Sept.  83 
Nov.    3 
Deo.  87 
Jan.     1 
Oct.    84 

L36 
3.46 
3.46 
3.46 
3.46 
8.86 

Humphreys  aud  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  86. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  27. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  28. 
Humphreys  and  Abbots  Appendix  B,  p.  29. 
Humphreys  aod  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  33. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  43. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  48. 
Mmot  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Bngineers'  Beport 

1873,  page  431.) 
M%Jor  Merrill,  (water-gaage  records.) 
Da 

1849 

Feb.     8 
May  18 
Mar.  11 
Apr.  81 
June  83 
May  13 

30.86 
33.56 
33.16 
33.96 
34.16 
34.06 

*34.80 

1850 

1851 

1858 

185« 

1859 

1887 

1871 

Deo.  89 
Deo.  85 
Oct   30 
Nov.  16 

Jan.  87 

—0.98 

*— 0.95 

1.00 

1.40 

3.90 

1878 

Apr.  34 
Mat.    3 
May    8 

Aug.  15 
Apr.    8 

31.50 
38.50 
34.00 

33.05 
34.08 

1873 

Da 

1874 

High-water, Mi^or  Merrill;  low-water,  Cap- 
tain Benyanra,  (water-gaage  records.) 
Captain  Benyaurd,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

MOUTH  OF  WHITB  RIYEB  QAJJ&E. 

In  November,  1871,  a  gauge  was  established  by  Major  Merrill,  the  lo- 
cation being  aboat  100  yards  below  the  town, -near  the  coal-fleet.  In 
December,  1872,  repaired  by  Lieutenant  Mahan,  C  S.  E.  In  November, 
1874,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Benyaurd,  a  new  gauge  was  erected 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Burney,  0.  E.,  and  the  zero  placed  at  the  low- water  of 
1872,  being  3.20  feet  below  the  zero  of  gauge  established  by  M^jor  Merrill 
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in  1871.  In  January,  1876,  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Joseph  Barney,  C.  E.  From 
November,  1871,  to  August,  1872,  Mr.  W.  M.  Bzell  was  observer;  from 
August,  1872,  to  September,  1874,  Oapt.  F.  G.  Kendall;  from  September, 
1874,  Dr.  P.  C.  West,  who  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Burney,  1874.)  Five  copper  tacks,  thus  x ,  on  M 
Brannon's  gallery,  reads  on  gauge  49.29  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Burney,  1876.)  A  mark,  thus  ^,  made  by  tacks  on 
southeast  corner  of  ^^E.  E.  Lee"  saloon  on  Main  street;  reads  on  gauge 
49.208  feet. 

Oscillation,  46.80  feet. 


High.water. 

Low'Water. 

Year. 

Date. 

Gaage- 
readmg. 

Date. 

Gange- 
reading. 

Authority. 

1867 

•46.80 

Do. 

1871 

Deo.  - 
Dec.  28 
Oct.    92 
Nov.  16 

Jan.  98 

1.367 
*0.0 
9.60 
9.70 

6.80 

1872 

Apr.  30 
Apr.  35 
Apr.  98 

Apr.  16 
Apr.  10 

40.20 
42.90 
46.60 

45.00 
46.70 

1873 

Ijj74 

High-water,  Mi^or  Merrill ;  low-wat«r,  Cap- 
tain Benyanra,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Captain  Benyanrd,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

NAPOLBON  GAUGE. 

In  1857  a  gauge  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot, 
and  from  December  26, 1857,  to  January  10, 1859,  observations  taken  by 
Mr.  A.  A.  Edington.  Highest  record,  April  6,  1858,  45.4  feet ;  lowest 
record,  Novenrber  4,  1858,  4.6  feet. 

NASHVILLE  GAUGE. 

In  August,  1873,  a  gauge  was  created,  under  the  direction  of  Major 
Merrill,  by  Mr.  S.  Thayer  Abort,  0.  E.;  location,  at  the  wharf.  In  Au- 
gust, 1873,  Mr.  H.  H.  Harrison  was  appointed  observer,  and  still  retains 
the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Abort,  1873.)  Top  of  second  course  of  Messrs. 
Wood  &  Simpson's  boiler-shop;  reads  on  gauge  33.768  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Abort,  1873.)  Top  of  curb-stone  at  lamp-post, 
Harrison's  corner ;  reads  on  gauge  48.811  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Abort,  1873.)  Top  of  curbstone  at  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Broad  and  Front  streets ;  reads  50.097. 

Bench-mark  No.  4,  (Abort,  1873.)  Top  of  sill-course,  marked  X,  Har- 
rison &  Son's  corner ;  reads  on  gauge  50.708  feet. 

Zero  of  gauge  reads  110.333  on  city  levels;  authority.  Major  Merrill, 
(Chief  of  Engineers'  Report  1874,  page  489.) 

Oscillation,  54.67  feet. 


High-water. 

Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

reading. 

Date. 

Oange- 
reading. 

Authority. 

*0.00 

yitAoT  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers*  Beport 
iJo. 

1847 

*54.67 

1873 

1.00 
0.50 
0.50 
1.90 

Do. 

1873 

Oct    14 
July  10 
Sept.  18 

M«\Jor  Merrtll,  (water-gRng^  reoordii-) 

1874 

Apr.  17 
Mar.    2 
Jan.  89 

49.00 
41.50 
34.40 

Do. 

1875 

Captain  Benyanz^,  (water-gauge  records ) 

1876 

Do.       -      • ' '           "    " 

r^            lT 
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NATCHEZ  GAUaE. 

Observations  of  the  river  have  been  made  here  for  a  longer  time  than 
at  any  other  station  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  extending  back  for  a 
period  of  over  70  years.  Quoting  from  Generals  Humphreys  and 
Abbot's  Report,  page  167  : 

In  1798  a  regular  record  was  began  at  Natchez  by  Grovernor  Winthrop  Sargent,  and 
continued  by  liim  until  1819.  From  that  date  until  1841  obRervationtt  at  the  same 
place  were  made  by  Mr.  Samuel  Davis.  They  were  continued  by  Professor  Forshey 
until  1848,  when  he  removed  to  Carroll  ton  and  began  a  new  series  there. 

Those  records  were  compiled  by  Professor  Forshey  for  delta 
survey.  In  1851  a  gauge  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys 
and  Abbot,  and  from  February  18  to  November  30, 1851,  observations 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  0.  Brown.  This  gauge  was  again  rebuilt  by  Generals 
Humphreys  and  Abbot  in  1858,  and  from  January  1,  1858,  to  January 
31,1859,  observations  taken  by  Lieut.  H.  S.  Putnam  and  Mr.  B.  F. 
Learned.  The  location  of  the  gauge  was  on  Mr.  Brown's  breakwater. 
In  December,  1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill,  a  short  dis- 
tance below,  the  Natchez  and  Yidalia  ferry -landing.  In  December, 
1872,  repaired  by  Lieutenant  Mahan,  U.  S.  E.  In  May,  1873,  the  loca- 
tion of  the  gauge  was  changed,  and  rebuilt  in  front  of  Messrs.  Eiddie 
&  Coleman's  coal-office  by  Mr.  William  Bustis,  0.  B.  In  June,  1874, 
inspected  by  Mr.  C.  Babbitt,  C.  E.  In  October,  1874,  under  the  direction 
of  Captain  Benyaurd,  new  gauge  was  erected  by  Mr.  Joseph  Burney, 
C.  B.,  and  the  zero  placed  at  low-water  of  1872,  making  the  zero  1.20 
feet  below  zero  of  gauge  established  by  Major  Merrill  in  1871.  In 
December,  1875,  repaired  by  Mr.  Joseph  Burney,  C.  E.  From  December, 
1871,  to  April,  1873,  Mr.  R.  B.  Monteith  was  observer ;  from  April,  1873, 
to  August,  1874,  Mr.  L.  F.  Carvey;  from  August,  1874,  Mr.  J.  B. 
O'Brien,  who  still  retains  the  position. 

Benchmark  No.  1,  (delta.)  On  hackberrytree  about  150  yards 
from  the  breakwater.  The  tree  is  in  Mr.  Brown's  garden.  Two  or 
three  spikes  form  the  bench,  which  reads  on  gauge,  52.688  feet. 

Benchmark  No.  2,  (Merrill,  1871.)  A  copper  tack  driven  into  the 
southwest  end  of  the  door-sill  of  Mr.  Cann's  house,  near  the  ferry ;  reads 
on  gauge,  51.407  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Babbitt,  1874.)  On  iron  step,  Fulton  street,  on 
Messrs.  Ray  &  Grant's  store;  reads  on  gauge,  63.792  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  4,  (Babbitt,  1874.)  A  mark  made  by  spikes  on 
check-post  on  island,  about  200  yards  above  Messrs.  Riddle  &  Cole- 
man's office ;  reads  49.456  feet. 

Benchmark  No.  5,  (Burney,  1875.)  Iron  spike  driven  into  wall  four 
courses  above  door-step  on  the  river-front  of  ice-house  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Riddle  &  Coleman ;  reads  on  gauge,  55.75  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  6,  (Burney,  1874.)  A  mark,  thus,  X,  made  by  taoks 
on  top  of  check-post  on  wharf;  reads  on  gauge,  46.19  feet. 

To  reduce  records  of  delta  gauge  to  present  gauge,  deduct  4.70  feet 
authority.  Captain  Benyaurd. 

Oscillation,  49  feet. 
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High- 

water. 

• 
Low-water. 

Year. 

Date. 

Gauge- 
reailing. 

Bate. 

Gauge- 
reading. 

Authority. 

]809 

Apr.  90 
May    4 
Jnne    4 
Jnne  15 
June    8 
Jnne  17 
Jnne    9 
May     9 
May     1 
Apr.  90 
May  97 
Apr.    5 
Mar.  30 
June   1 
May  93 
May    6 
May    9 
Mar.  12 
Apr.  96 
Mar.  96 
May     7 
May  19 
May     7 
Mar.  17 
Mar.  19 
Apr.    6 
June    3 
May  31 
Apr.  90 
Apr.  16 
Apr.    8 
Jnne  10 
May  30 
Apr.    8 
June  98 
July  16 
Apr.  10 
June    9 
Apr.  9? 
Jane  98 

46.8 
47.0 
47.1 
4a  0 
4a  3 
4a  3 

4a  6 
4a  0 
4a  1 

45.1 

4a  9 

44.9 

4a  6 

46.3 

4a  4 

47.9 

4a  9 
4a  3 

44.3 

4a  4 

41.4 
4a  4 
46.9 
46.1 
43.6 
49.6 
44.6 
47.3 
4a  3 
44.7 
87.5 
47.1 
4a  8 

4a9 

4a8 

47.8 

4ai 
4a  3 

47.8 

4ao 

47.5 
45.3 
47.1 

4ai 

44.3 
4a  3 

36.3 
42.8 
43.0 
47.8 
*49.0 
45.16 

47.9 
4a9 
46.1 
44.3 

4a8, 

39.85 
40.15 
4a  60 

41.85 
43.85 

Humphreya  and  Abbot,  Plate  9,  Tig.  9. 

1809 

1811  

Do. 

1812 

Do. 

1813 

Do. 

1814      

Do. 

1815 

Do. 

1816 

Do. 

1817 

Do. 

1818 

Do. 

1819                 -  . 

Do. 

1820 

Do. 

1821 

Do. 

1822    

Do. 

1823 

Do. 

1824 

Do. 

1825 

Do. 

1826 

Do. 

1827 

Do. 

1828 

Do. 

1829 

Do. 

1630 

Do. 

1831     

Do. 

1832 

Do. 

183:? 

Do. 

18:h 

Do. 

1835 

Do. 

18:i6 

Do. 

1837            ..  . 

Do. 

1838 

Do. 

1839 

Do. 

1840  . 

Do. 

1841 

Do. 

1842 

Do. 

1843 

Do. 

1844    ..     . 

Do. 

1845 

Do. 

1846 

Do. 

1847 

Do. 

1848 

Do. 

1849 

Do. 

1850      

Do. 

1851 

Apr.    3 
Jnne    5 
Jnne    1 
Apr.    3 
Apr.    1 
Mar.  22 
Mar.  16 
Jnne  28 
May    9 

Do. 

1859 

Do. 

1853      

Do. 

1854 

Do. 

1855 

Do. 

1856 

Do. 

1857 

Do. 

J858 

Do. 

1859      

Do. 

1869 

MirfoT  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineew'  Eeport 
l&nj,  page  581.) 

1867 

1868 

Do. 

1869 

Do. 

1870 

Do. 

1871 

1.90 

*0.00 
a95 
9.70 

7.00 

High- water,  Captain  Benyanrd ;  low-water, 
Malor  Merrill,  (Chief  of  %igineen'  Beport 
1879,  page  433.) 

M^lor  Merrill,  (water-gauge  reoorda.) 
Do. 

1879 

May    5 
May  30 
Apr.  90 

Apr.  96 
May  15 

Deo.  15 
Jan.     1 
Nov.  17 

Jan.     1 

1873 

1874 

High-water,  MtAot  Merrill ;  low-water,  Cap- 
tain Benyanrd,  (water-gauge  reoord.) 

Do. 

1875 

1876 

NEW  GABTHAGE  aAUGE. 


In  1851  a  gauge  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot. 
From  February  9,  1851,  to  March  30, 1853,  observations  taken  by  Mr. 
A.  R.  Adkins.  The  highest  observed  elevation,  March  31,  1851,  44 
feet  5  the  lowest,  November  1, 1852,  4.4  feet. 
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RED  RIVER  LANDING  GAUGE. 


In  1851  a  gauge  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot, 
-and  from  February  18,  1851,  to  June  18, 1852,  observations  were  taken 
by  Mr.  Miguel  Torras.  In  1858  the  gauge  was  reestablished  by  Generals 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  and  from  January  25, 1858,  to  January  31, 1859, 
observations  taken  by  Mr.  Miguel  Torras ;  the  location  of  the  gauge 
being  at  the  wharf-boat  landing,  below  Mr.  Torras's  house.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill;  location,  near  the 
wharf- boat.  In  December,  1872,  inspected  by  Lieutenant  Mahan, IJ.  S.  E. 
In  April,  1873,  repaired  by  Mr.  William  Bustis,  G.  B.  In  September, 
1873,  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Charles  Babbitt,  C.  B.  In  October,  1874,  under  the 
direction  of  Oaptain  Benyaurd,  a  new  gauge  was  erected  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Burney,  C.  B.,  and  the  zero  of  gauge  placed  at  low-water  of  1872,  mak- 
ing the  zero  3  feet  below  the  gauge  erected  by  Major  Merrill  in  1871. 
In  December,  1875,  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Joseph  Burney,  C.  B.  Prom  Decem- 
ber, 18f  1,  to  July,  1875,  Maj.  A.  D.  Smith  was  observer ;  from  July,  1875, 
Oapt.  J.  L.  Kingsbury,  who  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Mahan,  1872.)  One  of  4  square  oak  posts  at  the 
angle  of  a  square  of  which  the  diagonals  are  100  teet.  These  posts  are 
marked  A,  B,  0,  D,  by  means  of  silver- headed  lining-tacks  driven  into 
the  heads  of  the  posts,  the  exact  point  being  indicated  by  a  tack  driven 
into  the  top  of  each  post,  at  the  southwest  corner.  Post  marked  A  reads 
on  gauge  44.035  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Mahan,  1872.) 

Benchmark  No.  3,  (Mahan,  1872.) 

Bench-mark  No.  4,  (Mahan,  1872.) 

Bench-mark  No.  5,  (Burney,  1875.) 
cotton  wood-tree  near  wharf-boat,  on  which  upper  section  of  gauge  is 
fastened,  and  reads  on  gauge  45.  feet. 

No  connection  has  been  made  between  the  gauge  established  by  Gen 
erals  Humphreys  and  Abbot  and  the  present  gauge. 

Oscillation,  47  feet. 


Post  marked  B  reads  43.297  feet. 
Post  marked  G  reads  43.133  feet. 
Post  marked  D  reads  43.489  feet. 
A  mark,  thus  Xy  made  by  tacks,  on 


GeneraU  Humphreys  and  Abbots  gauge. 


Year. 

HiKh  water. 

Low-water. 

Authority. 

Date. 

reading. 

Date. 

Ganjce- 
readiDg. 

1850     

47.5 
46.4 
43.9 
45.7 

Humphreys  and  Abbot,  page  170. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appeudix  B,  p.  31. 

1851 

April  i 
June    8 
July  13 

Nov.  24 

S.8 

1859 

Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  34. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  46. 

1858 

Nov.     3 

6.1 

Present  gauge. 


1867., 
1871., 


1872. 
1873.. 
1874. 

1875. 
1876 


May  6 
June  12 
April  16 

May    3 

May  15 


46.33 
44.5 


39.43 
39.02 
*47.00 

40.45 
45.41 


Dec.  31 


Deo.  15 
Jan.  1 
Nov.  22 

Jan.     1 


2.05 


*0.00 
1.50 
1.90 

6.00 


M^ior  Merrill.  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Keport 
lft72,  page  434.) 

High  water,  Major  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Eng^i- 
neers'  Report,  1872,  page  434 ;  low-water, 
Ma)or  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 

Migor  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

High-water,  Malor  Merrill ;  low-water.  Cap- 
tain Benyanra,  (water-gauge  records.) 

Captain  Benyaurd,  (water-gauge  reoorda.) 
Do. 
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ROCK  ISLAND   GAUGE. 

From  January  1, 1860,  to  December  31, 1870,  observations  were  taken 
by  the  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  on  a  gauge  located 
on  the  pivot-pier  of  the  old  railroad-bridge.  From  January  1,  1871,  to 
September  30,  1871,  observations  were  taken  under  the  direction  of 
Colonel  Macomb,  U.  S.  E.  In  October,  1871,  Major  Merrill  established 
the  present  gauge,  and  states  in  his  report : 

This  gauge  is  cut  into  the  stone  pivot-pier  of  the  United  States  railroad  and  high- 
way bridge,  and  for  its  construction  I  am  indebted  to  Colonel  Macomb  and  Captain 
Stickney,  of  the  Engineers. 

In  1872  inspected  by  Major  Merrill,  From  October,  1871,  to  May, 
1873,  Mr.  A.  M.  Scott,  C.  B.,  was  the  observer,  and  from  May,  1873, 
Mr.  George  F.  Evans,  who  still  retains  the  position.  The  zero  of  gauge 
on  the  United  States  railroad-bridge  was  placed  at  the  same  level  as 
the  gauge  on  old  railroad-bridge;  authority,  Major  Merrill,  (Chief  of 
Engineers'  Report  1872,  page  429.) 

Bench-mark  No.  1.  The  coping  of  pivot-pier  of  bridge,  which  reads, 
21  feet  on  gauge  and  bridge  levels. 

Oscillation,  16.71  feet. 


Tear. 

Hifirh-water. 

Low-water; 

Authority. 

Date. 

Oange- 
readfiiK- 

Date. 

Oange- 
readOig. 

I860 

Deo.  85 
April  87 
May    4 
May     1 
Feb.  89 
Mar.    4 
May     4 
Jii£e38 
Mar.  10 
Oct     9 
April  84 
May  15 
May  38 
May    6 
Mar.  10 

April  30 
May  10 

13.13 
14.79 
15.79 
a63 
&46 
11.06 
15.67 
14.33 

tn.oo 

19.93 
*16. 71 
18.85 
9.30 
18.15 
14.00 

13:95 
13wlO 

Nov.  99 
Deo.     5 
Dea     8 
Jan.     9 
Sept    8 
Dea   11 
Oot    30 
Dea     6 
Aug.  86 
Deo.     8 
Deo.  31 
Nov.  38 
Nov.  84 
Nov.  84 
Deo.     3 

Nov.  87 

0.88 
0.88 
0.89 
0.63 
♦0.00 
1.04 
L71 
0.99 
1.58 
8.33 
1.99 

aoo 

a65 
0.80 
0.50 

0.10 

Book  Island  and  Paoiflo  gange-rsoords. 
Do. 

1861 

1863 

Do. 

1863 

Do. 

1864 

Do. 

1865 

Do. 

1866 

Do. 

1867 

Do. 

1868 

Do. 

1869 

Do. 

1870 

Do. 

1871 .. 

1873 

M%Jor  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1873 

Do. 

1874 

High-water,  Malor  MerriU ;  low-water,  Cap. 

tain  Benyaord,  (water-gange  records.) 
Captain  Benyaord,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

1876 

t  This  rise  was  caused  by  an  ice-gorge,  and  oonseqnenUy  not  taken  as  a  standard  of  reference. 
SAINT  LOUIS  GAUGE. 

Records  were  kept  by  Xhe  city  of  Saint  Louis,  at  irregular  intervals, 
extending  back  to  the  year  1844.  From  1860  to  1871,  with  few  excep- 
tions, observations  were  taken  daily,  and  copies  of  these  records  were 
obtained  by  Major  Merrill.  No  gauge  was  erected  by  the  city,  the 
observations  being  taken,  by  an  engineer,  with  a  level.  From  October 
16, 1871,  to  July  1,  1873,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Merrill,  observa- 
tions were  taken  from  a  gauge  erected  on  the  elevator.    In  December, 

1873,  a  gauge  was  erected,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Merrill,  by  Mr. 
Julius  Bapp,  assistant  city  engineer,  the  location  being  opposite  No.  4 
South  Main  street.  In  October,  1871,  Mr.  Jacob  Leopold  was  appointed 
observer,  and  still  retains  the  position.  The  city  directrix  reads  on 
gauge  33.81  feet;  authority,  Major  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Engineers'  Beport 

1874,  page  488.) 
Oscillation,  41.39  feet. 
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High-water. 

Low-water. 

Tear. 

Date. 

read£ig. 

Date. 

Gauge- 
reading. 

Authority. 

1836 

33.81 
*41. 39 
36.61 
37.31 

City  of  Saint  Loois  gauge-reooids. 

1844 

June  37 
June  19 
June  15 

1851, 

Do. 

1858 

Do 

I860 

Dec.   37 
Jan.     1 
Jan.     8 
Deo.   31 
Jan.     3 
Feb.     3 
Dec.  31 
Dec   19 
Jan.    14 
Jan.     3 
Deo.    34 
Deo.    21 
Deo.     4 
Nov.  30 
Deo.    31 

0.60 
1.33 
3.48 
*0.00 
1.88 
1.19 
5.79 
1.37 

ass 

5. 61 
5.36 
3.84 
8.50 
3.87 
2.  An 

Do. 

1861 

May  15 
Ajpril86 
Mar.    4 
May  14 
July  88 
April  85 

M^y  14 
July  84 
AprU  16 

85.47 
31.45 
18.08 
90.33 
26.81 
86.77 
38.31 
34.19 
39.31 
86.31 

Do 

1868 

Do 

1863 

Do. 

1864 

Do 

1865 

Do! 

1866 

Do. 

1867 

Do. 

1868 

Do 

1869 

1870 

Do. 
Do. 

1871 

M%)or  Merrill,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1872 

June  18 
AprilU 
June  20 

Aug.    3 
May   10 

8.1.00 
25.  4r> 
ia40 

39.80 
33.06 

1873 

Do. 

1874 

High-water,  Captain   Merrill;     low-water, 
Captain  Beuyaard.  (water-gauge  records.) 
CapUin  Benyaurd,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1875 

Jau.      3  1          2.30 

1876 

VICKSBUBG  aAuaE. 

In  1858  a  gauge  was  established  by  Generals  Humphreys  and  Abbot 
at  the  foot  of  Crawford  street,  and  from  February  17,  1858,  to  Septem- 
ber 12, 1859,  observations  were  taken  by  Lieut.  H.  S.  Putnam  and  Air. 
H.  A.  Pattison,  0.  B.,  Mr.  J.  J.  Conway  and  Mr.  A.  Y.  Noliey.  In  De- 
cember, 1871,  a  gauge  was  erected  by  Major  Merrill  on  the  elevator  build- 
ing. In  December,  1872,  inspected  by  Lieutenant  Mahan,  U.  S.  B.  In 
December,  1874,  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Joseph  Burney,  C.  B.,  and  in  Novem- 
ber, 1875,  inspected  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Nicol,  C.  E.  From  December,  1871, 
to  June,  1872,  the  observer  was  Mr,  H.  G.  Fairohlld.  Prom  June,  1872, 
to  October,  1874,  Mr  D.  P.  Fithian,  and  from  October,  1874,  Mr.  George 
W.  Bansman,  jr.,  who  still  retains  the  position. 

Bench-mark  No.  1,  (Merrill,  1871.)  An  iron  spike  driven  into  wall 
northwest  corner  of  the  Prentiss  House,  (being  the  height  of  high- water 
of  1862 ;)  reads  61.10  feet. 

Bench-mark  No.  2,  (Burney,  1874.)  On  lower  projecting  course  of 
buttress  east  of  main  door  of  Catholic  church ;  reads  on  gauge  183.61  feet 

Bench-mark  No.  3,  (Burney,  1874.)  The  projecting  course  of  bricks 
near  iron  pillar  on  southeast  corner  of  brick  building  corner  of  South 
and  Washington  streets,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  A.  Klein;  reads  on 
gauge  158.87  feet. 

No  connection  has  been  made  between  the  gauge  established  by  Gen- 
erals Humphreys  and  Abbot  and  the  present  gauge. 

Oscillation,  52.40  feet. 
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HiKli-water. 

Low-water. 

• 

Tear. 

Date. 

Gaoge- 
reading. 

Date. 

Gauge- 
reading. 

Aathority. 

1898 

47.7 
47.5 
47.7 

4&4 
48.3 
49.6 

Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  page  170. 

1844 

Jane  98 
April  36 
Jane    4 
Jane  36 
AprU91 

1849 

Do. 

1850 

Do. 

1858 

Oct    31 

a6 

Hamphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  44. 
Humphreys  and  Abbot,  Appendix  B,  p.  49. 

1850 

Present  gauge. 


1803 : 

*51.10 
49.02 

Midor  Merrill,  (Chief  of  Sngineers'  Keport 

1867 

1871 :.. 

Dec.   31 
Dec.  30 
Jan.     1 
Nov.  16 

Nov.  13 

-0.38 

•-L30 

3.35 

3.15 

&10 

Mi\)or  MerriU,  (water-gauge  tecorda.) 
Do. 

]87« 

May    3 
May  99 
May    9 

April  31 
May  10 

30.50 
40.60 
45.70 

4a  00 
44.90 

1873 

Do. 

1874 

1875 

High-water,    Mi^jor     MerriU;    low-water. 
(Japtain  Benyaurd.  (water-gauge  records.) 
Captain  Benyaurd,  (water-gauge  records.) 
Do. 

1876 

Standard  high  and  low  water  to  which  gauge  is  rrferred,  and  osdllaHon  at  each  gauge. 


Station. 


Alexandria,  La 

Baton  Kouge,  La 

Cairo,  lU 

(Carroll  ton.  La 

Florence,  Ala 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans... 

Helena,  Ark 

Jacksonport,  Ark 

Lake  Providence,  La 

Little  Bock,  Ark 

Louisville,  Ky.,  (upper) 

Do  (lower) 

Memphis.  Tenn 

Month  of  White  River,  Ark 

Nashville,  Tenn 

Natchez,  Miss 

Bed-River  Landing,  La 

Bock  Island,  111 

St  Louis,  Mo 

Vicksburg,  Miss 


High-water. 


Tear. 


1866 
1874 
1867 
1874 
1867 
1867 
1863 
1867 
1863 
1857 
1833 
1833 
1867 
1867 
1847 
1859 
1874 
1870 
1844 
1863 


Date. 


April  16 
April' 16 


May 

April  16 
April  34 
June  37 


36.46 
36.15 
50.97 
15.70 
31.08 
33.06 
46.40 
33.83 
40.87 
31.00 
40.76 
67.50 
34.80 
46.80 
54.67 
49.00 
47.00 
16.71 
41.39 
51.10 


Low-water. 


Tear. 


1873 
1854 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1871 
1873 
1873 
1873 
1864 
1856 
1856 
1873 
1873 


1879 
1873 
1864 
1663 
1878 


Date. 


De&     7 


Deo.  94 
Deo.  37 
Oct  34 
Nov.  30 
Deo.  36 
Dec.  84 
Dec.  39 


De4X  35 
Dea  38 


Deo.  15 
Dec.  15 
Sept  3 
Dec.  81 
Dec  30 


-3.60 

0.90 

-1.00 

-1.60 

-0.76 

0.00 

0.00 

-1.10 

—  3.85 

0.00 

1.09 

1.00 

-0.95 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

-1.30 


39.06 
35.95 
5L97 
17.30 
31.84 
39.06 
46.40 
33.93 
44.73 
31.00 
39.67 
66.50 
3&75 
46.80 
54.67 
49.00 
47.00 
16.71 
41.39 
58.40 


In  addition  to  the  above  gaages  there  are  others  established  apoa 
the  rivers,  the  improvement  of  which  is  under  my  charge,  and  the  daily 
records  kept  in  connection  with  those  mentioned  above. 

Mr.  Samael  McD.  Vernon,  chief  engineer  lower  levee  district  of  Mis- 
sissippi, famished  me  with  the  following  data  respecting  the  high-waters 
of  1875  and  1876  compared  to  that  of  1874,  along  the  Mississippi  front. 
As  a  matter  of  record  they  are  here  inserted : 

\  875. — ^Aastraliai  17  inches  below  1874. 
'*^  Concordia,  18  inches  below  1874. 

Prentiss,  16  inches  below  1874. 
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1875.— Neblett'8,  18  inches  below  1874. 

Cat-fish  Point,  18  inches  below  1874. 

Greenville,  14  inches  below  1874. 

Eggs  Point,  9^  inches  below  1874. 

Leota,  6i  inches  below  1874. 

Skipwith's,  4  inches  below  1874.  ' 

Hen  Lomond,  4f  inches  above  1874. 
1876.— Australia,  2  inches  below  1874. 

Carson's,  same  as  1874. 

Mouth  of  Arkansas  River,  6  inches  above  1874. 

Neblett's,  6  inches  above  1874. 

Bolivar,  6  inches  above  1874. 

Cat-fish  Point,  7  inches  above  1874. 

Chicot  City,  9  inches  above  1874. 

Arkansas  City,  9  inches  above  1874. 

Gaines's  Landing,  9  inches  above  1874. 

Luna  Landing,  7  inches  above  1874. 

Greenville,  7  inches  above  1874. 

Sunnyside,  6  inches  above  1874. 

Eggs  Point,  4  inches  above  1874. 

Two  cut-offs  occurred  during  the  high- water  of  1876:  that  at  Devil's 
Elbow  20  miles  above  Memphis  the  25th  day  of  March,  aud  that  at  Yicks- 
burg  on  the  27th  of  April. 

I  send  herewith  the  gaugp-records  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876, 
and  also  hydrographs  of  the  gauges  on  a  small  scale  for  the  annual  report 
Hydrography  on  a  larger  scale  are  also  made  but  retained  in  the  office. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 |5,927  63 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4, 390  37 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 1,537  26 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    5, 000  00 


APPENDIX  L. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  CHARLES  R.  SUTER,  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30,  1876. 

United  States  Enginebb  Office, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.^  September  23, 1876. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report 
upon  the  operations  committed  to  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1876. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  R.  Suteb, 
Major  ofEngineerSj  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Eng^ineers^  U.  S.  A. 


L  I. 

IMPROVING  MISSISSIPPI,  MISSOURI,  AND  ARKANSAS  RIVERS. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  it  was  expected  that  the  fundi 
available  would  be  sufficient  for  14  months  of  snag-boat  work,  but  th< 
necessity  of  paying  a  claim  of  $18,108.75  to  N.  G.  Thorn,  of  Cincinnati 
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contractor  for  the  hull  of  the  anag-boat  J.  N.  Macomb,  obliged  me  to 
reduce  the  time  to  8 J  months,  of  which  5  went  to  the  Mississippi,  1 
month  to  the  Missouri,  and  2^  to  the  Arkansas.  The  work  as  far  as 
carried  out  in  the  Arkansas  was  satisfactory,  but  in  the  Missouri  we 
were  much  impeded  by  the  excessive  high  water.  In  the  Mississippi, 
as  much  relief  was  afforded  as  could  well  be  expected,  as  we  had  only 
one  nearly  worn-out  boat  to  assign  to  the  work.  The  iron  snag-boat 
Macomb  worked  in  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Elvers,  and  the  snag- 
boat  S.  H.  Long  in  the  Mississippi. 

MISSISSIPPI  RIYER. 

Operations  in  this  stream  extended  over  that  portion  of  the  river 
lying  between  Vicksburgh,  Miss.,  and  the  head  of  Enterprise  Island, 
above  the  month  of  the  Illinois  River. 

The  snag-boat  S.  H.  Long  was  assigned  to  this  field,  and  began  work 
as  soon  as  the  summer  flood  had  subsided.  She  left  Mound  City,  III., 
August  22, 1875,  and  worked  first  up  to  Saint  Louis,  where  she  arrived 
August  31.  Turning  back  from  here  and  working  down  she  reached 
Vicksburg  October  4,  and  was  again  at  Saint  Louis  on  November  13. 
From  this  date  until  the  19th  she  worked  by  special  request  in  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  removing  some  snags  and  one  wreck.  From  Novem- 
ber 19  to  December  31  she  worked  between  Cairo  and  Saint  Louis,  and 
after  this  time  between  Cairo  and  the  mouth  of  White  Eiver.  The  boat 
was  laid  op  and  the  crew  paid  off  January  29,  1876. 

Table  of  work  done  in  the  Miasiaaippi  Biver. 


Name  of  boat 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 
1 

o 

1 

s 

1 

P. 

1 

1 

p 

•g 

B 

s 

1 

p 

& 

^ 

jS 

s 

^ 

»q 

S.H.LoDe 

1,313 

20,373.7 

1,589 

5 

1 

3,7<0 

MISSOUEI  BIVEE. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  snag-boat  Macomb  was  laid  up 
at  Saint  Charles,  Mo.,  waiting  for  the  river  to  fall  sufficiently  to  enable 
her  to  accomplish  good  work.  August  19  she  started  out,  worked  up 
the  river  to  Brunswick,  turned  back  on  the  8th  of  September,  and  ar- 
rived at  Saint  Louis  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month. 

Table  qf  work  done  in  the  Missouri  River. 


i 

i 

i 

i 

Name  of  boat. 

« 

o 

1 

i 

1 

"S 

•Sg. 

■s 

s 

•8 

S 

^ 

■s. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4i 

i 

J.N.  Macomb 

456 

7,491.3 

343 

8 

750 
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ARKANSAS  RIYER. 

The  snag-boat  Macomb  left  Saint  Lonis  for  this  stream  December  2, 
1875.  She  entered  Arkansas  River  December  12,  and  worked  over  the 
lower  iK)rtion  (172  miles)  of  the  river  till  the  31st  January,  1876.  She 
then  started  for  Moand  Gity,  III.,  where  she  was  laid  ap  February  15, 
1876. 
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OPBBATIONS  FOB  THE  OOMINa  SBA80N. 

The  small  amoant  of  money  allotted  to  this  work  ($50,000)  will  only 
allow  of  7  months'  snag-boat  work,  of  which  5  will  be  devoted  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  1  month  each  to  th«  Missoari  and  Arkansas.  The 
snag-boat  Macomb,  which  is  in  first-rate  order,  will  work  5  months,  the 
remaining  2  months  being  assigned  to  the  snag-boat  B.  E.  De  Russy. 

I  must  again,  in  closing,  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very 
great  diflSculties  under  which  this  work  is  carried  on,  owing  to  the 
worn-out  condition  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  working  boats,  and 
the  difficulty  of  replacing  them  unless  the  appropriations  are  made  on 
a  more  liberal  scale  than  at  present,  for  a  few  years  at  least.  When 
this  work  was  first  started,  5  snag-boats,  of  various  tyi)es,  were  deemed 
necessary,  and  were  built  or  purchased.  They  were  all  kept  at  work  to 
advantage  as  long  as  the  necessary  funds  were  provided  for  their  main- 
tenance, and  the  rivers  were  kept  in  better  condition  than  had  ever  been 
done  before.  All  these  boats,  however,  were  built  of  wood,  and  were 
therefore  subject  to  a  rapid  deterioration,  which  was,  of  course,  much 
hastened  by  the  exceedingly  hard  usage  to  which  they  were  necessarily 
subjected  in  the  course  of  their  work.  The  deterioration  in  their  eflB- 
ciency  was  first  manifested  in  the  increase  of  draught,  due  to  the  water- 
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soakiug  of  the  wood-work  of  the  hulls.    This  increase  of  draught  ren- 
dered it  so  difficult  and  dangerous  to  work  them  in  shallow  streams  like 
the  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  that  as  early  as  1871  my  predecessor,  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Baynolds,  recommended  that  the  work  should  be  com- 
menced of  replacing  the  wooden  hulls  by  lighter  and  stronger  ones  of 
iron.    As  Congress  made  no  special  appropriation  for  that  purpose,  and 
as  the  work  was  imperatively  necessary  and  admitted  of  no  further 
delay,  it  was  finally  decided  to  build  an  iron  hull  for  one  of  the  snag- 
boats  with  funds  drawo  from  the  current  appropriations.    This  boat, 
the  J.  N.  Macomb,  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  1874,  and  has  been  at 
work  since.    She  has  answered  our  expectations  in  all  respects,  being 
of  6  inches  lighter  draught  than  the  wooden  boats  were  when  new,  and 
1^  feet  lighter  than  their  present  draught.    Besides  this,  she  is  strong 
and  handy  and  in  every  way  a  good  working  boat,  and  since  she  came 
out,  in  spite  of  2  years'  hard  service,  she  has  not  required  a  dollar's 
worth  of  repairs.    Meanwhile  the  wooden  boats  have  gone  on  steadily 
deteriorating.    One  was  wrecked  in  Arkansas  Biver  in  1872,  and  the 
others  are  so  thoroughly  worn  out  that  it  is  no  longer  safe  or  even  pos- 
sible for  them  to  perform  the  arduous  work  required  of  them.    They 
need  constaut  expenditures  merely  to  keep  them  afloat;  to  bring  them 
np  to  their  original  working  capacity  would  require  about  $50,000 
apiece,  and  no  amount  of  repairs  could  diminish  their  draught  of  water, 
which,  originally  4  feet,  is  now  over  5.    The  iron  boat,  the  Macomb, 
only  draws  3  feet  6  inches,  and,  with  the  experience  gained  in  her  con- 
struction, there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  another  similar  boat  could 
be  built  which  would  draw  less  than  3  feet.    A  smaller  boat,  with  lighter 
machinery,  also  taken  from  one  of  the  wooden  snag-boats,  could  prob- 
ably be  got  out  on  a  draught  of  about  2^  feet.    These  two  boats  must 
be  furnished  if  the  work  is  to  continue,  and  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
special  funds  should  be  provided  for  this  purpose,  as  the  appropriations 
made  for  several  years  past,  even  if  entirely  available  for  work,  which 
was  not  the  case,  would  have  barely  sufficed  for  the  wants  of  the  river 
commerce,  even  in  its  present  greatly  depressed  condition.    It  should, 
moreover,  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  the  boats  recommended  are  once 
built,  they  will  probably  be  serviceaUe  for  20  or  30  years  or  longer,  and 
will  meanwhile  require  but  few  and  trifling  repairs,  so  that  every  dollar 
appropriated  annually  for  the  work  can  be  expended  in  the  actual  re- 
moval of  obstructions. 

For  working  in  Upper  Arkansas  and  Missouri  rivers,  and  also  in  White 
and  Saint  Francis,  it  is  very  desirable  that  a  small  light-draught  snag- 
boat  should  be  provided.  The  only  boat  of  this  nature  that  we  ever  h^ 
was  wrecked  in  Arkansas  Biver  in  1872,  and  has  never  been  replaced. 
For  this  service  I  would  recommend  a  stout  iron-hulled  stern*wheel  boat 
similar  to  the  one  recommended  in  my  report  on  the  Upper  Missouri 
tti  ver.  (See  Appendix  M  3  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Ohief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1875.) 

It  seems  also  necessary  to  call  attention  again  to  the  great  importance 
>f  the  work  accomplished  by  the  snag-boats  and  to  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ng  it  up  constantly  and  efficiently.  No  commerce  can  prosper  which 
s  constantly  threatened  and  harassed  by  dangers  against  which  no 
amount  of  skill  and  foresight  can  provide,  and  yet  our  western  rivers 
tre  allowed  to  remain  cumbered  with  snags,  wrecks,  and  other  obstruc- 
ioDS  which  are  a  standing  menace  to  navigation  and  only  too  frequently 
jrive  rise  to  fearful  accidents,  accompanied  by  great  loss  of  life  and 
>roperty.  The  snags  can  never  be  entirely  eradicated  as  long  as  timber 
rrows  on  the  banks  of  the  main  streams  or  their  tributaries;  as  the 
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banks  wash,  the  trees  fall  into  the  stream  and  are  carried  away  to  form 
obstructions  in  distant  localities,  or  remain  where  they  fell,  fringing  the 
shore  antil  its  gradual  recession  under  the  erosion  constantly  going  on 
leaves  them  as  formidable  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river.  To 
remove  these  requires  constant  labor,  as  the  high  and  low  water  chan- 
nels rarely  coincide,  and  both  are  equally  obstructed;  moreover,  the 
channels  at  any  stage  are  constantly  shifting  and  exposing  fresh  ob- 
structions. To  render  navigation  safe,  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  the 
rivers  should  be  constantly  patrolled  by  boats  which  can  remove  these 
obstructions  as  fast  as  they  appear,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  prevent 
their  formation  by  clearing  the  banks  of  timber  which  is  in  danger  of 
falling  into  the  river.  No  work  that  can  be  done  will  render  such  im- 
mediate and  appreciable  benefit  to  navigation  as  the  removal  of  snags 
and  wrecks  from  the  rivers,  and  it  must  form  a  part  of  any  plan  of  per- 
manent improvement  which  may  be  adopted.  1  have  submitted  here- 
with an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  the  three  snag-boats  referred 
to,  and  it  is  most  earnestly  recommended  that  the  amount  required  be 
appropriated  at  once. 

I  would  also  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  desirability  of  more 
specifically  defining  the  aim  and  object  of  this  appropriation  in  its  title, 
in  order  that  such  sums  as  may  be  appropriated  may  go  to  the  work 
itself  and  not  be  liable  to  be  diverted  for  totally  different  purposes,  as 
was  done  in  the  river  and  harbor  bill  of  this  year.  I  should,  therefore, 
suggest  that  the  title  of  the  appropriation  be  changed  so  as  to  read, 
^^  For  removing  snags  and  wrecks  from  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas  Bivers." 

ESTIMATE  OF  AMOUin*  REQUIRED  FOR  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1878w 

For  ballding  one  large  iron-halled  snag-boat  to  carry  machinery  of  one  of 
the  present  wooden  boats (140,000  00 

For  bnUding  one  small  iron-hnlled  snag-boat  to  carry  machinery  of  one  of 
the  present  wooden  boats 105»000  00 

For  bailding  one  small  iron-hulled  stem-wheel  snag-boat 60, 000  00 

For  repairing  one  wooden  snag-boat,  and  fitting  it  np  for  wrecking  pur- 
poses         50,000  00 

For  working  expenses  of  five  boats,  10  months  each,  at  (4,000  per  month . .    200, 000  00 

Total 655,000  00 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $94,657  55 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 90, 998  57 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 3,658  9d 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 100, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1878.  555, 000  00 


L  a. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  WHITE  BIVER  ABOVE  JACKSONPORT. 

No  fiirther  appropriations  having  been  made  for  carrying  ou  this 
work,  the  small  balance  left  over  has  been  expended  daring  the  last 
fiscal  year  in  caring  for  the  snag-boat  and  property  belonging  to  this 
work,  and  in  preparing  the  map  and  report  herewith  submitted. 

As  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  a  small  surveying  party  was  de- 
tailed to  accompany  the  snag-boat  Thomas  Trunnel  on  her  snagging 
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trip  in  this  river,  to  briug  back  some  definite  information  relative  to 
the  stream,  and,  if  possible,  to  prepare  a  plan  for  its  permanent  improve- 
ment. It  was  expected  that  the  progress  of  the  boat  would  be  slow 
enongh  to  allow  of  a  continnons  survey  of  the  stream  being  made,  but 
the  unusual  amount  of  high  water  and  the  severity  of  the  winter  made 
her  operations  so  rapid  and  irregular  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
accomplishing  this  object.  It  was  also  impossible  to  make  the  exami- 
nation at  low  water,  which  is  necessarily  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
so  small  a  stream.  A  map  of  the  river,  derived  partly  from  instru- 
mental surveys  and  partly  from  pilothouse  sketches,  was  constructed, 
and  a  tracing  thereof  is  submitted  herewith. 

From  the  information  brought  back  by  the  party,  it  appears  that  the 
alluvial  portion  of  White  River  ends  about  20  miles  above  Jacksonport, 
which  town  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  Black  Biver.  From  this  point 
up,  the  stream  rapidly  assumes  the  characteristics  of  a  mountain  torrent, 
the  slope  increasing  rapidly  and  the  valley  becoming  narrower.  This 
latter  is  skirted  by  high  bluflFs,  which,  in  some  places  above  Batesville, 
are  not  more  than  half  a  mile  apart.  The  numerous  shoals  are  composed 
of  gravel  and  coarse  sand  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  stream,  while 
loose  bowlders  and  rock  in  place  form  the  principal  obstructions  above 
Batesville.  Two  miles  below  the  latter  place  high-water  mark  reaches 
the  top  of  the  bank  for  the  last  time;  above  there  the  banks  are  10  or  11 
feet  above  this  level.  Floods  are  sudden  and  violent,  and  the  high- 
water  current  is  very  strong,  enabling  the  stream  to  move  heavy  gravel 
with  facility.  The  low- water  discharge  is  very  small,  and  the  current  is 
too  feeble  to  cut  a  channel  through  the  gravel  bars,  which  therefore  re- 
main as  permanent  dams,  the  current  in  the  intermediate  pools  being 
sluggish.  At  some  of  these  shoals,  more  especially  those  which  contain 
rock,  the  great  velocity  of  the  current  at  low  water  is  more  of  an  obstacle 
than  the  actual  lack  of  depth,  some  of  them  being,  from  this  cause, 
almost  impassable  for  the  small  class  of  boats  used  in  the  navigation  of 
the  stream.  In  the  space  of  130  miles  from  Jacksonport  to  the  head  of 
Buffalo  Shoals,  63  shoals  are  reported,  the  minimum  depth  being  6 
inches,  and  the  minimum  width  of  channel  50  feet  Between  Jackson- 
port and  Batesville,  39  miles,  19  shoals  are  reported,  only  2  of  which, 
however,  approach  the  minimum  dimensions  stated  above.  As  will  be 
Been  from  the  map,  they  become  very  numerous  as  Buffalo  Oity  is 
approached,  and  the  slope  becomes  very  heavy,  upwards  of  5  and  6  feet 
ti>  the  mile,  the  bottom  being  generally  of  rock.  Buffalo  Shoal  is  the  worst, 
and  is  a  very  formidable  obstruction.  It  must  be  improved  before  the 
upper  portion  of  the  river  will  be  accessible  at  low  stages.  The  low- 
water  depth  is  only  6  inches,  the  bottom  being  of  rock,  covered  with 
loose  bowlders,  and  the  shoal  is  a  little  over  a  mile  in  length.  The  very 
small  volume  of  water  available,  and  the  serious  nature  of  the  obstacles 
to  be  encountered,  renders  it  imperatively  necessary  that  a  careful  con- 
tinuous low-water  survey  should  be  made  before  plans  or  estimates  can 
be  prepared  with  any  confidence.  It  is  especially  necessary  that  a  con- 
tinuous line  of  levels  should  be  run,  to  enable  a  low- water  profile  of  the 
stream  to  be  constructed.  An  estimate  for  this  survey  is  submitted 
herewith. 

It  is  plainly  evident  that  the  plan  of  concentrating  the  discharge  of 
the  stream  by  spur  or  longitudinal  dikes,  with  a  view  to  scouring  a  low- 
water  channel  through  the  flood-deposits,  is  entirely  impracticable  here. 
The  gravel  is  brought  down  by  the  floods  in  more  than  suflicient  quan- 
tity to  fill  up  annually  any  artificial  channels  made,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  the  concentrated  low-water  discharge  would  be  suf&cient  to  scour 
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through  one  of  these  bars,  even  if  it  coald  act  for  several  seasons  with- 
out farther  accretions  to  the  deposit.  Moreover,  the  rock  could  not  be 
moved  by  this  process,  and  the  p^eneral  effect  would  probably  only  be 
to  increase  the  velocity  of  the  current  already  objectionably  grreat,  with 
little  or  no  increase  of  navigable  depth.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  that 
the  only  method  available  is  to  leave  the  bars  alone,  and  to  seek  merely 
for  an  increase  of  depth  over  them  by  diminishing  the  local  slope. 

The  profile  of  the  low-water  surface  of  this  river  will  undoubtedly 
show  a  series  of  nearly  level  reaches,  separated  by  short  and  abrupt  de- 
scents over  the  shoals.  The  average  slope  is  probably  not  excessive, 
and,  if  maintained  throughout,  would  give  a  good  and  deep  channel ; 
but  there  are  many  objections  to  seeking  this  result  by  cutting  down 
the  crest  of  the  bars,  even  if  the  plan  were  otherwise  feasible.  These 
shoals  form  natural  dams  behind  which  the  water  is  stored  up  during^ 
low  water,  and  if  they  did  not  exist  the  stream  would  probably  ran 
dry  at  its  lowest  stages.  The  only  plan  practicable  is,  therefore,  to  flood 
the  shoals  at  low  stages  to  a  navigable  depth  and  width. 

Of  the  various  methods  of  accomplishing  this  object,  the  most  obvious 
one  is  to  create  slackwater  navigation  by  locks  and  dams,  but  this 
system,  in  addition  to  its  costliness,  has  the  disadvantage  of  rendering 
the  stream  impassable  for  boats  which  are  too  large  for  the  locks,  antil 
the  water  rises  sufficiently  to  let  them  go  over  the  dams,  or,  roughly 
speaking,  the  river  must  rise  more  than  is  necessary  for  free  navigation 
by  about  the  height  of  the  dams.  In  addition  to  this,  the  gravel 
brought  down  at  high-water  would  eventually  fill  up  or  seriously  shoal 
the  pools  above  the  dams,  rendering  frequent  dredging  necessary  to 
keep  up  the  proper  depth.  I  have  not  the  necessary  data  for  submit- 
ting an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  improvement  by  this  method,  but  it 
would  necessarily  be  great. 

Another  method  which  would  effect  the  same  result  is  that  of  locks 
and  movable  dams,  a  system  which  has  found  much  favor  among  French 
engineers,  and  has  been  recommended  for  several  of  our  own  streams. 
This  system  provides  locks  as  in  the  ordinary  slackwater  navigation, 
but  the  dam,  instead  of  being  a  permanent  obstruction  to  the  stream, 
can  be  removed  in  part  to  allow  the  passage  of  large  boats,  or  can  be 
entirely  removed  to  permit  the  free  discharge  of  the  river  in  floods. 
Many  of  the  objections  to  the  first  method  are  therefore  removed  in  this 
one,  but  its  costliness  and  the  expense  of  operating  it  render  it  unsuitable 
for  any  stream,  the  value  of  whose  commerce  is  not  considerable. 

The  only  method  which  seems  feasible  here  is  to  break  up  the  local 
slopes  and  distribute  them  over  such  distances  as  will  reduce  them  to 
reasonable  limits.  This  can  generally  be  done  by  curving  and  thereby 
increasing  the  length  of  the  channel,  low  dikes  being  run  out  alternately 
from  each  bank  so  as  to  concentrate  the  water  pouring  over  the  crest  of 
the  bar  and  hold  it  up  until  the  requisite  level  is  reached.  These  dikes 
will  not  increase  the  velocity  of  the  current  but  rather  diminish  it,  and 
as  the  flood  will  soon  deposit  gravel  above  and  below  them,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  curved  channel-way  thus  set  up  will  be  reasonably 
permanent  and  reliable.  Of  course,  in  time  it  will  be  necessary  to 
raise  the  dikes  and  perhaps  to  extend  them,  but  at  any  rate  the  system 
will  not  siQ)ply  result  in  transferring  the  bar  from  the  head  to  the  fbot 
of  the  system  of  dikes,  as  almost  invariably  results  when  spur-dikes,  de- 
signed simply  to  increase  the  scouring  action  of  the  current,  are  used. 
For  want  of  definite  information  the  estimate  submitted  herewith  is 
necessarily  only  a  rough  approximation,  but  I  think  it  is  at  least  large 
enough,  and  a  carefully-matured  plan  based  on  a  proper  survey  would 
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very  probably  reduce  it.  We  were  auable  to  obtain  the  extreme  low- 
water  discharge  of  White  River,  but  from  such  observations  as  we  have, 
I  infer  that  it  is  approximately  1,000  cubic  feet  per  second  at  Jackson- 
port,  above  Black  Eiver.  This  should  enable  us  to  maintain  a  channel 
having  75  feet  available  width  and  2^  feet  in  depth,  provided  the 
velocity  be  reduced  to  3  miles  an  hour,  or  4.4  feet  per  second.  The 
proper  slope  to  give  this  velocity  will  vary  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  bottom,  and  the  amount  of  curvature  of  the  channel- way ;  it  mast 
be  determined  experimentally,  but  it  will,  I  think,  be  found  to  approx- 
imate 18  inches  to  the  mile. 

Above  Batesville,  our  information  concerning  the  discharge  is  too 
meager  to  be  depended  on,  but  I  apprehend  that  it  would  hardly  be  safe 
to  count  on  more  than  18  inches  depth  of  channel-way  with  a  width  of 
60  feet  from  the  head  of  Buffalo  Shoals  to  Sylamore,  the  velocity  being 
increased  to  4  miles  per  hott*\  From  Sylamore  to  Batesville  we  can 
probably  obtain  a  channel  2  feet  deep  and  GO  feet  wide,  with  the  same 
velocity  of  4  miles  per  hour.  These  minimum  depths,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, will  be  at  extreme  low  water  only  and  for  probably  only  a  few 
weeks  in  each  year. 

Below  Batesville  the  dikes  should  be  built  of  brush  and  stone, 
anchored  with  piles.  All  the  material  would  have  to  be  moved  some 
distance,  and  the  depth  of  water  in  which  some  of  the  dikes  would  be 
located  is  considerable.  Above  Batesville,  rock  would  generally  be 
alone  needed,  and  could  in  most  cases  be  procured  on  the  spot ;  the 
depth  of  water,  too,  would  be  less. 

I  have,  therefore,  assumed  that  a  linear  foot  of  dike  below  Batesville 
woald  cost  $8,  while  above  that  place  the  cost  would  be  $5.50. 

The  following  list  gives  the  various  places  where  work  will  probably 
be  needed,  together  with  the  number  of  linear  feet  of  dike  deemed 
necessary  at  each  place,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  same : 

From  Jacksonpart  to  Batesville, 


Name  of  sboals. 


|n4 


I 


3 
a 


BlRck  Island 

Music  SLoal 

UnfCfil^tooth 

Fortinberry 

Beaven's  Island  ... 
::;hilcier'9  Island  ... 

tfcOuiro '«.-... 

Arnold's  Island  ... 
3ill  Ma^es....... 

iatfbld's  Island.... 

iaarinfi  Shoal 

;ol.  MaKnes 

:ato 

UjfFalo  Kord 

lothei-ford  s 

vaver  Island 

'Attv  Bread 

rtteHvUle  Cutoff. 

Amount 

40  E 


800 
9,050 
1,050 
1,100 

400 
8,050 

450 
1,000 
1,150 
2,500 
1,000 
1,100 
2,000 
1,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1.600 
3,200 

900 


18  00 

6  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
R  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 


16,400  00 
16,  400  00 
8,400  00 
8,800  00 
3,200  00 
16,400  00 
3,600  00 
8,000  00 
9,200  00 
20,000  00 
8,000  00 
6.800  00 
16, 000  00 
8,000  00 
16,000  00 
16,  000  00 
18.  800  00 
25,600  00 
7,300  00 


218,  800  00 
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From  Batesville  to  Buffalo  City, 


Cornwall  Shoals 

Lone  Willow  Island 

Wolf  Shoals 

Cackling  Pullet 

O'Neal's 

Hess  &  Itj 

Caveutor 

Cagen  Island  Shoals  1,  2,  and  3. .. 

Hidden  Shoal 

Spring  Reach  and  Porter  Hodges. 

Dilliard's 

Twin  Creek  and  Bishop's 

Buck  Island 

Harris' s 

Langston  and  Lollygogue 

Chrfetwill 

Fish  Trap 

Piney 

Jim  Jeffery's  

Sam's  and  John  Wolf 

Race  Coarse 

Findley's 

Tan  Trough 

Beck 

Tom  Morton 

Hoosier  Riffle 

Rapides 

Bzel 

Three  Chute 

Robb 

George  Morton , 

Wytn  Adams  and  Matney  Riffle. . . 

Buckeye  

Double  Branch  and  MoCubbin's... 

Mill  Creek 

l^ellie's  Apron  and  BufCUo  Riffle. . 


Amount. 


2,000 

15  50 

$11.000  00 

1.^ 

550 

7.  150  00 

1,200 

550 

6.600  06 

900 

5  50 

4,990  00 

850 

5  50 

4.675  00 

1.850 

550 

10.  175  00 

1,200 

550 

6,eoooo 

2,000 

550 

11.000  00 

1,000 

556 

5.5O0  00 

l.SOO 

550 

8.250  00 

1,200 

550 

6.600  00 

1,«)0 

550 

9.900  00 

825 

550 

4,337  SO 

1,600 

550 

8.800  00 

1.800 

550 

9.900  0© 

500 

550 

2,750  00 

1.800 

550 

9.9OOO0 

70O 

5  50 

3.650  00 

1,800 

550 

9.900  00 

1,8()0 

5  50 

9.900  00 

800 

550 

4.400  00 

1,800 

550 

9.900  00 

800 

5  50 

4.400  00 

1,500 

5  50 

8.S50  00 

2,000 

5S0 

11.000  00 

1.000 

5  50 

5,500  00 

1,600 

550 

$.800  00 

1,60() 

550 

8.800  00 

1,500 

550 

8,230  00 

1,200 

550 

6.600  00 

1.600 

5  50 

8,800  00 

1,800 

550 

9.900  W 

800 

5  50 

4,400  00 

3,0<)0 

5  50 

16,  500  OP 

800 

5  50 

4,400  00 

2,000 

550 

11,000  00 

282.837  50 

Buffalo  Shoal 

Linear  feet  of  dike  needed 3,700 

Cost  per  foot ^*>  .50 

Estimated  total  cost |20,350  00 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cost  of  improving  the  river  from 
Jacksonport  to  Batesville  is  estimated  at  $218,800 ;  from  Batesville  to 
Buffalo  City,  $282,837.50,  and  for  Buffalo  Shoals,  $20,350.  Adding  25 
per  cent,  to  these  sums  to  cover  engineering  contingencies,  they  become 
respectively  $273,500,  $353,546.87,  and  $25,437.50.  To  this  must  be 
added  the  cost  of  necessary  surveys,  which  will  be  $2,925  from  Jack- 
sonport to  Batesville,  and  $6,825  from  Batesville  to  head  of  Buffalo 
Shoals,  or  $9,750  for  the  whole  distance. 

There  will,  moreover,  be  needed  at  least  twelve  months'  labor  of  a 
snag-boat  in  removing  snags  and  other  obstructions,  which,  at  $3,500 
per  month,  would  amount  to  $42,000,  and,  allowing  $6,000  for  necessarv 
repairs,  $48,000. 

The  total  cost  of  improvement  would,  therefore,  be  as  follows : 

RECAPITULATION. 

From  Jacksonport  to  Batesville $273,500  iK) 

From  Batesville  to  Buffalo  City 353,546  r^ 

For  Buffalo  Shoals 25,437  oO 

From  Jacksonport  to  Batesville,  (for  surveys) $2, 925  00 

From  Batesville  to  head  of  Buffalo  Shoals,  (for  surveys) 6, 825  00 

9,750  00 

For  twelve  mouths*  work  of  snag-boat,  &c 48,  OOO  00 

Total 710,234  37 
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As  regards  the  necessity  for  this  improvement,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
country  bordering  on  this  portion  of  White  River  is  almost  entirely 
dependent  on  water  transportation,  which,  from  the  difficult  character 
of  the  navigation,  is  very  uncertain  and  costly.  If  the  facilities  for 
transportation  and  communication  were  increased,  there  would  no  doubt 
be  a  considerable  emigration  to  this  country,  which  embraces  much 
valuable  cotton  and  mineral  lauds.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  sec- 
tion from  Jacksonport  to  Batesville,  to  which  it  would  probably  be 
advisable  to  confine  the  improvement  at  first. 

The  amount  of  the  estimate  for  surveys  and  snag-boat  work,  viz, 
$57,750,  could  profitably  be  expended  during  the  first  season. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  Jaly  1, 1875 $7,771  26 

Amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 7, 771  26 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 710, 234  37 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expenaed  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.    57, 700  00 


L3. 

IMPROVING  WHITE  AND  SAINT  FRANCIS  RIVERS. 

No  appropriation  has  been  made  for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers 
since  1873,  bnt  as  work  is  much  needed  there  and  will  probably  event- 
ually be  provided  for,  I  submit  herewith  estimates  for  carrying  it  on. 
A  small  iron  stern- wheel  snag-boat  should  be  built  for  this  service. 

ESTLMATE  OF  AMOUNT  REQUIRED  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1878. 

For  bnildinf^  one  stern-wheel  iron  sna^-boat $60,000  00 

For  operating  same  ten  months^at  $4,000 40,000  00 

Total 100,000  00 

Money  statement. 
Amoant  required  for  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878 $100, 000  00 


L  4. 

SURVEY  OF  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER.  AT  THE  POINT  WHERE  IT  IS  CUTTING 
INTO  THE  KANSAS  SHORE,  ABOVE  SAINT  JOSEPH,  MISSOURI. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Saint  LouiSy  Mo,y  January  25, 1876. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  on  the  "sur- 
vey of  the  Missouri  Kiver  where  it  is  cutting  into  the  bank  at  or  near  Saint 
Joseph,  Mo.,"  made  under  my  direction,  by  Mr.  Boehmer,  assistant  en- 
gineer, in  accordance  with  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875. 

Mr.  Boehmer's  report  and  the  accompanying  maps  give  all  the  infor- 
mation needed  for  a  clear  understanding  of  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  recapitulate  the  main  facts  of  the  case. 
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The  channel  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  formerly  followed  the  deep  bend 
immediately  above  Saint  Joseph,  and  flowed  along  the  whole  front  of 
the  town,  caving  the  banks  so  badly  that  a  series  of  small  spur-dikes 
had  to  be  built  along  the  city  wharf  in  order  to  save  the  lower  part  of 
the  town.  The  result  of  this  work  was  that  the  river  was  shifted  over 
to  the  Kansas  shore,  which  was  very  badly  eroded,  while  an  immense 
sandbar  formed  in  front  of  Saint  Joseph.  The  water-way  was  then 
about  3,300  feet  wide,  much  broken  by  bars,  and  the  main  channel  wad 
constantly  shifting.  Affairs  remained  in  this  condition  until  July,  1871, 
when  the  construction  of  a  railroad-bridge  at  this  point  was  determined 
on. 

The  accomplished  engineer  of  the  bridge  company,  Col.  E.  D.  Maaon, 
very  rightly  concluded  that  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the 
structure  would  be  impossible  unless  the  course  of  the  river  could  be 
controlled  and  directed,  and  its  waters  confined  to  one  particular  channel. 

The  river  at  that  time  followed  a  tortuous  channel  past  the  east  front 
of  Elwood,  and  flowed  obliquely  over  the  proposed  site  of  the  bridge. 
Colonel  Mason  decided  to  fix  the  channel  along  the  Missouri  shore,  and 
for  this  purpose  a  dike  of  brush  and  stone  (Beard's  dike)  was  run  out 
"across  the  channel  from  the  Kansas  shore.  Its  action  was  supplemented 
by  a  smaller  dike  farther  down  stream  (Weaver's  dike)  and  several  small 
temporary  works  above.  The  effect  of  these  dikes  was  to  wash  out  the 
bar  in  front  of  Saint  Joseph,  transferring  the  river  back  to  the  Missoari 
shore,  and  the  channel  below  the  town  has  been  stable  ever  since.  Above 
the  town  it  has  shifted  back  and  forth  a  good  deal,  until  it  has  settled 
into  the  position  shown  on  our  map.  After  the  construction  of  the 
bridge  had  been  completed,  it  was  found  that  rapid  erosion  had  set  in 
on  the  north  side  of  the  point  opposite  the  city,  threatening  not  only  to 
change  the  whole  regimen  of  the  river,  but  even,  if  left  unchecked,  to 
cut  off  the  whole  point  and  leave  the  bridge  on  dry  land.  This  danger 
had  been  foreseen,  but  Colonel  Mason's  death  prevented  the  carrying 
out  of  any  plan  which  he  may  have  made  to  meet  it.  Three  small  dikes 
have  been  built  along  this  caving  shore,  but  they  are  too  short  and  too 
far  apart  to  offer  much  resistance  to  the  fierce  current  to  which  they 
are  exposed.  The  bank  between  them  has  been  much  eroded,  and  they 
are  now  in  danger  of  being  taken  in  rear  and  cut  off'  from  the  shore 
altogether. 

As  before  stated,  the  river  follows  the  Missouri  shore  closely  for  some 
distance  below,  as  well  as  above,  the  bridge.  It  has  cut  deeply  into  the 
Missouri  bank  below  the  town,  and  has,  in  consequence,  been  sharply 
deflected  against  the  south  side  of  the  Kansas  point.  The  erosion  here 
has  been  very  great,  and  the  point,  thus  attacked  on  both  sides,  has 
been  so  much  narrowed  as  to  excite  grave  apprehensions  lest  it  be 
washed  away  altogether.  The  north  side  of  the  Missouri  point  above 
Saint  Joseph  is  also  caving  badly,  and  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  cat-off 
being  formed  here,  the  results  of  which  would  be  disastrous  in  the  ex- 
treme, and.  might  even  involve  the  destruction  of  the  bridge.  I  caused 
this  shore  to  be  surveyed,  so  that  subsequent  measurements  may  deter- 
mine what  the  rate  of  erosion  actually  is.  Until  this  is  known  no  work 
can  of  course  be  recommended  here,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  check- 
ing of  this  erosion  must  ultimately  form  part  of  any  plan  of  improve- 
ment. As  regards  the  caving  on  the  south  side  of  the  Kansas  point,  I 
do  not  think  any  work  of  protection  is  at  present  needed.  The  point 
of  impact  of  the  current  is  moving  down-stream,  and  will  soon  reach 
the  bluffs  above  Palermo,  when  the  caving  must  necessarily  cease. 
Should  it,  however,  become  excessive,  the  construction  of  a  deflecting- 
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dike  may  be  necessary ;  but  I  do  not  anticipate  that  such  will  be  the 
case.  The  question  at  present  is  therefore  narrowed  down  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  north  side  of  the  Kansas  point;  and  to  effect  this  object, 
one  of  two  things  must  be  done — either  the  shore  must  be  held  where 
it  now  is,  or  else  the  river  must  be  forced  away  from  it.  At  this  time 
only  about  three-fifths  of  the  water  follows  the  bend  from  Belmont 
down,  the  remainder  is  deflected  by  the  rocky  point  above  Belmont  and 
comes  down  across  the  bar  joining  the  other  channel  near  the  dikes.  The 
result  is  that  the  right-hand  stream  is  crowded  in  against  the  bank,  and 
this  fact,  coupled  with  the  very  great  velocity — over  5  miles  an  hour- 
accounts  for  the  great  erosion  at  this  point  and  below.  The  scour  is  also 
very  great,  the  water  at  the  ends  of  the  dikes  being  60  feet  deep  at  low- 
water.  The  present  shore-line  and  the  position  of  the  channel  are  very 
good,  and  no  change  would  be  desirable  if  the  erosion  could  be  stopped. 
Nevertheless  it  seems  a  very  direct  way  of  averting  the  danger,  and,  as 
will  be  seen  by  his  report,  Mr.  Boehmer  favors  it  and  submits  a  plan 
and  estimate  for  its  accomplishment.  I  do  not,  however,  recommend 
it,  because  I  can  hardly  think  the  means  proposed  by  him  would  be  ad- 
equate to  insure  entire  success  and  also  because  I  think  that  the  cost 
of  construction  would  much  exceed  his  estimates,  which  are  based  upon 
Colonel  Mason's  expeneuce  at  the  other  dikes.  But  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  cases  are  by  no  means  alike,  for  at  the  site  of  Colonel  Mason's 
work  the  channel  was  in  a  state  of  quite  unstable  equilibrium,  and  could 
be  moved  with  comparative  ease  in  any  direction ;  but  in  the  deep  bend 
which  we  are  now  considering,  the  position  of  the  channel  is  eminently 
a  stable  one,  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of  far  greater  difficulty  and  expense 
to  move  it  than  it  was  in  the  other  case.  The  question  of  the  depth  to 
which  the  dikes  will  settle  is  a  very  important  one,  and  there  seems  to 
be  small  hope  for  expecting  them  to  stop  much  short  of  bed-rock. 
Beard's  dike  settled  until  it  reached  a  stiff  layer  of  clay,  at  a  depth  of 
36  feet  below  low-water.  The  small  dikes  at  the  point  we  are  considering 
have  their  ends  in  60  feet  depth  at  low-water.  The  bed-rock  is  probably 
about  26  feet  deeper,  and,  judging  from  the  amount  of  settling  which 
has  already  taken  place,  the  dikes  must  eventually  reach  it.  This  con- 
tingency might  therefore  greatly  increase  the  cost  of  Mr.  Boehmer's 
proposed  plan,  even  if  it  proved  adequate  to  accomplish  the  end  pro- 
posed ;  and  on  this  point,  as  I  said  before,  I  am  in  much  doubt.  If  it 
were  deemed  preferable  to  advance  the  shore-line,  I  should  recommend 
beginning  at  a  point  about  6,600  feet  below  Belmont  and  building  out 
a  series  of  dikes— as  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan — short  at  first, 
and  growing  gradually  longer,  their  heads  reaching  out  to  the  desired 
shore-line,  and  their  distance  apart  so  proportioned  as  to  protect  the 
bank  between  them.  This  distance  must  be  largely  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture, our  only  source  of  information  being  the  dike  built  by  Mr.  C. 
Shaler  Smith,  at  Saint  Charles,  Mo.,  which  was  reported  as  protecting 
3f  times  its  length  of  shore,  viz,  2J  below  and  IJ  above.  Taking  this  as 
our  standard,  my  estimate  for  the  work  would  amount  to  $161,000,  the 
cost  per  foot  of  dike  being  the  same  as  assumed  by  Mr.  Boehmer.  Of 
•course  this  cost  as  in  his  plan  might  be  greatly  increased  by  the  settling 
of  the  dikes,  and  it  is,  moreover,  not  impossible  that  eddies  might  form 
between  the  dikes  and  cut  away  the  bank  as  is  being  done  at  present, 
and  then  a  revetment  would  be  necessary.  In  view  of  the  uncertainty 
attending  the  use  of  dikes,  I  am  more  disposed  to  favor  the  direct  pro- 
tection of  the  bank,  at  least  at  the  point  where  it  is  caving  so  badly; 
and  for  this  purpose  I  would  recommend  the  use  of  substantial  brush  ' 
mattresses,  of  a:j  large  dimensions  as  can  conveniently  be  handled,  to 
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be  sunk  against  the  bank  and  covered  with  a  depth  of  stone  sufficient 
to  retain  them  in  place  and  make  them  conform  to  the  shape  of  the  bot- 
tom. This  protection  shoald  begin  about  10  feet  above  low- water  and 
extend  out  till  the  maximum  depth  is  reached.  The  average  width  of 
this  apron  will  be  about  60  feet,  and  the  length  of  shore  to  be  protected 
6,400  feet,  which  iucludes  the  work  needed  to  secure  the  present  dikes. 
The  cost  per  foot  of  shore  is  taken  at  $23.44.  This  work  will,  I  ttiink, 
prove  an  efiQcient  protection,  and  even  if  changes  in  the  direction  of  the 
channel  above  or  below  should  occur,  the  usefulness  of  the  proposed 
revetment  would  still  remain. 

Whichever  plan  be  adopted,  other  works  may  and  probably  will  event- 
ually be  needed  to  control  the  river  at  this  point;  but  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  estimate  on  them  until  their  necessity  becomes  apparent. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  prompt  action  is 
needed  in  the  case;  for,  if  the  dikes  wash  away,  as  seems  very  likely  to 
occur,  a  very  rapid  erosion  of  the  bank  may  be  expected  to  follow,  and 
the  ultimate  cost  of  works  of  protection  will  be  greatly  increased. 

The  following  is  the  estimate  of  the  plan  which  I  propose,  and  the 
whole  amount  should  be  appropriated  at  once,  in  order  that  the  con- 
struction may  proceed  with  the  dispatch  absolutely  necessary  to  secure 
success  in  work  of  this  kind. 

ESTIMATE 

Revetment  of  6,400  feet  of  bank : 
A  ov  X  c^  _  y  g^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  mattresses,  at  $3  per  cord,  ( placed) $22, 500 

6400'  V  60'  V  li' 

^ — C^-^  =  64,000  cubic  yards  stone,  at  81.75  per  cubic  yard,  (placed).  112, 000 

^             .  134,500 

Excavation,  contingencies,  &c 15,500 

150  000 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  R.  Sutbb, 
Major  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


REPORTS  OF  MR.  MAX   BOEHMER,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 
1. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  30, 1875. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  survey  of  the  Mis- 
souri River,  near  Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  ordered  by  act  oi  Congress  approved  March  3,  lti75, 
and  assigned  to  my  charge  June  15, 1875. 

The  survey  was  made  during  the  highest  stage  of  water  of  the  Jane  rise  of  thi* 
season,  the  Saint  Joseph  Bridge  Company's  gauge  reading 94  feet  6  inches.  This  nnge 
refers  to  a  datum  plane  assumed  at  100  feet  below  the  high  water  of  1844.  A  discharge 
of  the  river  taken  at  a  stage  of  93.25  shows  the  sectional  area  to  be  38,187.2  sqaare  feet, 
the  aveiage  velocity  5.02  feet  per  second,  or  3.42  miles  per  hour,  and  the  discharflre  p«r 
becond  208,618.4  cubic  feet. 

An  accurate  survey  was  made  of  the  point  of  land  opposite  Saint  Joseph  from  Bel- 
mont to  Palermo ;  the  Missouri  shore  was  established  by  triangnlation.  A  line  of  levels 
run  the  entire  distance  of  the  shore-line  gives  a  profile  of  the  bank,  aud  shovv^  the 
average  fall  of  the  river  at  that  stage  to  be  0.588  foot  per  mile. 

The  slope  varies  considerably  at  different  points  of  this.distance,  it  being  gpreatc«t  at 
a  point  where  it  is  cutting  into  the  narrowest  place  of  the  neck,  in  the  bend  above  Saint 
Joseph.  The  river  here  falls  1.130  feet  per  mile.  The  velocity  in  the  channel  at  this 
point  is  5.55  miles  per  hour,  which  is  a  spewl  O.GH  mile  per  hour  greater  than  the 
greatest  velocity  found  at  uuy  other  point  uloiig  the  entin*  shore.    The  width  of  the 
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neck  of  laud  at  the  narrowest  place  was  foand  to  be  4,570  feet.  From  notes  of  previons 
surveys  it  is  shown  that  since  the  spring  of  1871  the  river  has  cut  away  420  feet  in 
the  upper  and  810  feet  in  the  lower  bend,  narrowing  the  neck  1,230  feet  in  4  years.  In 
the  bend  below  Saint  Joseph  the  river  has  not  cat  into  the  bank  at  all  during  the  last 
high  water,  and  little  danger  is  apprehended  of  any  further  damage  from  this  side, 
especially  as  the  river  is  constantly  and  heavily  cutting  at  a  point  above,  on  the  Mis- 
souri shore,  and  thereby  working  for  itself  a  straighter  channel,  away  from  the  Kansas 
side.  Should,  at  low  water,  the  channel  scour  its  way  back  and  again  hug  the  Kansas 
shore,  a  short  dike  built  at  a  point  marked  A  on  the  map  will  easily  prevent  the  cut- 
ting and  throw  the  channel  toward  the  Missouri  side. 

Therefore,  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  banks  applies  only  to  the  upper  bend.  Re- 
vetment of  the  Kansas  shore,  extending  from  Belmont  to  a  point  3|  miles  below,  is  the 
roost  natural  and  surest  protection  to  the  bank,  as  it  leaves  the  river  in  its  natural  bed. 
But  as  this  is  not  the  only  remedy,  and  because  of  its  immense  cost,  revetment  appears 
to  roe  to  be  out  of  the  question. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  the  building  of  two  dikes  with  strong  shore  connec- 
tions, one  at  B  and  the  other  at  C,  as  laid  down  on  the  map.  The  effect  of  these  would 
be  to  throw  the  river  into  its  old  bed  of  1871,  the  channel  striking  the  Missouri  shore 
If  miles  above  the  point  where  it  strikes  it  now ;  this  would  lengthen  the  river,  and, 
therefore,  decrease  its  velocity  at  the  very  point  where  it  is  greatest  at  present.  Not 
till  the  channel  left  the  bed  of  1871  did  the  river  cut  into  the  neck  to  any  extent. 

The  benefit  derived  from  protection  of  the  banks,  for  the  navigation  of  the  river,  is 
of  importance  only  as,  in  a  systematic  improvement  of  our  large  western  rivers,  a  funda- 
mental rule  should  be  to  prevent  a  cut-off  from  taking  place.  The  sudden  fall  and  im- 
mense velocity  produced  by  a  cut-off  is  sure  to  make  great  changes  below,  and  those 
cannot  be  controlled  till  the  river  has  found  its  natural  slope  again. 

The  city  of  Saint  Joseph,  the  Saint  Joseph  Bridge  Company,  and  the  railroads  cross- 
ing the  bridge  are  the  parties  interested  in  stopping  the  encroachment  of  the  river ; 
but  so  far  only  the  bridge  company  have  done  anything  to  prevent  it.  They  have 
built  three  spur-dikes  in  the  upper  bend,  as  shown  on  the  map.  These  dikes  are  not 
long  enough  and  too  far  apart  to  prevent  strong  eddies  from  forming  between  them 
and  cutting  away  the  bank  rapidly.  From  their  location  and  their  insufficiently  strong 
connection  with  the  shore,  I  consider  them  liable  to  be  swept  away  or  separated  from 
the  shore  during  high  water.  Should  this  occur,  there  would  yet  be  no  imminent  danger 
of  a  cut-off  taking  place ;  in  fact,  the  improbability  of  it  ever  happening  at  all  is  sus- 
tained by  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  The  point  of  land  under  question  is  of  old  formation,  judging  from  its  high  eleva- 
tion, (it  was  not  overflowed  in  1844,)  and  the  heavy  growth  of  hard  timber  upon  it 

2.  Wells  dug  at  different  points  show  the  existence  of  a  stratum  of  stiff  blue  clay,  24 
feet  below  the  surface.  Still  the  river  at  the  upper  bend  is  evidently  trying  to  decrease 
its  slope  by  lengthening  its  course ;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  either  forcing  it  back 
into  the  old  bed  of  1871,  or  by  letting  it  cut  further  into  the  neck. 

I  would  recommend  that  before  making  estimates  of  the  cost  of  any  eventual  struc- 
tures during  the  contemplated  low-water  survey  of  the  same  locality,  a  few  borings  be 
made,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  as  the  continual  sinking  of  the 
dikes  proves  the  existence  of  quicksand  in  the  upper  bend. 

I  conclude  with  the  expression  of  my  obligations  to  the  city  engineer  of  Saint  Joseph, 
Mr.  Thomas  Long,  and  to  the  Saint  Joseph  Bridge  Company,  who,  through  their  super- 
intendent, Mr.  Robert  Gunn,  gave  me  all  possible  assistance  in  my  work. 

beard's  dike. 

This  dike  was  built  in  1872,  and  finished  in  four  months'  time.  It  consists  of  trees  from 
30  to  60  feet  long,  laid  with  their  tops  up  stream,  and  held  in  position  by  four  rows  of 
piles,  driven  10  feet  apart.  A  wall  of  riprap  12  feet  wide  and  3  feet  high  was  built  on 
top  of  the  brush.  The  dike  is  1,800  feet  long,  60  feet  wide  at  the  base,  and  30  feet  at 
the  top,  with  a  depth  of  from  12  to  36  feet.  The  top  of  the  riprap  was  built  to  an  eleva- 
tion of  88. 

It  contains  700  piles,  53,000  cubic  yards  of  brush,  3,000  cubic  yards  of  rip-rap ;  cost,  * 
including  engineering,  .|32,600. 

weaver's  dike. 

This  dike  was  also  built  in  1872,  and  is  of  similar  construction,  with  the  exception  of 
its  height.  It  was  built  6  feet  lower  than  Beard's  dike,  and  only  1.50  feet  near  shore 
were  raised  to  an  elevation  of  96.  Its  cost,  including  auxiliary  dams  and  dikes,  with 
engineering  expenses,  was  $24,400. 

spur-dikes  in  cpper  bend. 

These  dike-*  were  built  in  1873,  but  their  continual  sinkinj^,  and  the  fact  that  the  ed- 
dies between  tliem  arj  catting  aw.iy  the  bank  ami   eudangering   th«ir  stability,  makes 
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a  DOW  protection  of  brush  and  ^riprap  necessary  against  every  succeeding  stage  of  high 
water. 

Original  cost : 

Piling,  brush,  and  riprap 07,  O^  39 

Protection  in  1874 5,367  57 

Protectionin  1875 6,197  35 

Totatcostup  to  June  26, 1875 18,585  31 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

Max  Bokhstrr, 
Asiistatit  Engineer. 
Maj.  Charles  R.  Suter, 

Corps  of  Evgineei^Sf  U.  S.  A, 


•  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  December  13,  1875. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  second  survey  of  the 
Missouri  River,  near  Saint  Joseph,  Mo. 

This  survey  was  made  during  the  month  of  November,  1875,  at  a  stage  of  the  river 
10  feet  6  inches  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  survey  during  high  water  in  Jane,  1875, 
and  covers  the  same  ground,  with  an  additional  survey  of  the  neck  sitnated  above 
Saint  Joseph. 

During  the  last  three  days  of  the  work  the  river  fell  2  feet  6  inches.  This  was 
caused  by  the  gorging  of  the  ice  at  the  dikes  in  the  upper  bend.  A  survey  at  this  low 
stage  would  have  been  more  satisfactory,  but  as  all  the  lines  had  been  over  and  naost  of 
the  soundings  taken,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  new  survey. 
The  average  slope  of  the  river  in  the  13  miles  comprising  the  survey  was  determined 
and  found  to  be  0.641  foot  per  mile.  This  is  a  little  over  half  an  inch  per  mile  more 
fall  than  the  river  had  at  its  hi^h  stage.  The  cause  of  this  lies  evidently  in  the  fact 
that  the  range  of  the  Missouri  River  between  high  and  low  water  is  about  20  feet  less 
at  Saint  Joseph  than  at  its  confluence  with  the  Mississippi.  But  the  slope,  although 
increasing,  becomes  more  uniform  as  the  river  falls,  owing  to  the  greater  uniformity  of 
cross-section  at  low  water.  This  shows  itself  very  plainly  at  the  dikes  in  the  upper 
bend,  where  such  great  velocity  and  extraordinary  fall  of  the  river  were  noticed  during 
the  high  stage.  At  the  same  place  now  the  velocity  is  not  greater  than  the  average, 
and  even  0.16  mile  per  hour  less  than  that  in  the  lower  bend,  whore  a  speed  of  2.47  muea 

{>er  hour  was  found.  A  discharge  of  the  river,  measured  at  a  stage  of  63.5,  gives  the  fol- 
owing  figures : 

Average  velocity  =  2.32  feet  per  second ;  1.58  miles  per  hour. 

t)ro88-8ection  =  12,173.4  square  feet. 

Discharge  per  second  =28,541.6  cubic  feet. 

The  changes  in  the  river  since  its  higb^^tage  in  Juue  are  remarkable  in  some 
respects. 

The  proper  bed  of  the  river  has  narrowed  down  to  a  width  of  from  400  to  800  feet ; 
the  average  velocity  has  decreased  1^  miles  per  hour,  while  the  difference  between  the 
greatest  velocities  observed  at  both  stages  is  fully  equal  to  3  miles  per  hour.  The  bed 
uf  the  river  has  changed  greatly,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  cross-seotious,  and 
especially  so  on  the  channel  side  of  the  bends.  It  is  noticed  that  the  more  the  river 
falls  the  closer  the  channel  will  hug  the  shore.  The  radius  of  the  upper  bend  is  about 
8,200  feet,  which  is  only  300  feet  less  than  the  radius  of  the  entire  bend  in  front  of  the 
city,  although  parts  of  the  latter  have  radii  up  to  10,000  feet.  The  river  in  the  lower 
bend  turns  at  a  greatly  sharper  curve,  and  there  it  has  cut  from  200  to  500  feet  for  a 
distance  of  a  mile.  But  most  of  thts  is  below  the  narrow  part  of  the  neck  ;  still  it  has 
decreased  the  width  of  the  same  from  4,570  to  4,400  feet  since  the  high  water  of  Jane. 
Above,  the  neck  has  been  left  almost  intact,  owing  to  the  dikes,  which,  although  directly 
protecting  only  a  short  distance  above  and  below  them,  still  save  the  entire  bend  from 
severe  encroachments.  The  direct  protection  of  these  dikes  was  apparent  only  below 
them,  and  there  its  extent  was  marlced  by  a  shallow  ridge  projecting  30  to  40  feet  into 
the  stream,  and  forming  a  division-line  between  the  current  below  and  the  eddy  above 
it.  The  length  of  this  eddy  was  about  three  times  the  length  of  the  dike  in  each  case. 
The  length  of  shore  a  dike  of  the  length  of  X  would  protect  cannot  evidently  be  de- 
termined by  isolated  cases,  as  the  members  of  which  such  equation  is  composed  are  so 
numerous  and  of  such  indefinite  and  inconstant  nature  that  only  by  long  and  fre- 
qnenb  observations  can  numerical  values  be  established  for  them.  One  side  of  suoh 
equations  would  consist  of  values  for  the  direction  and  velocity  of  the  current,  the 
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natare  and  material  of  tbebank  and  river-bottom,  the  longitudinal  section  of  the  dike, 
the  radios  of  the  bend,  &c.  From  all  information  I  conld  gather,  and  from  my  own 
observation,  I  cannot  find  any  special  oaose  for  the  encroachments  on  the  neck  at  Saint 
Joseph.  Without  such  special  cause  they  must  be  explained  by  the  nature  of  the 
stream  itself.  Very  slight  obstructions,  as  snags,  or  ice-gorges,  may  cause  the  forma- 
tion of  new  bars  which,  growing  continually,  throw  the  channel  farther  and  farther 
into  shore.  This  happening  above  will  necessitate  similar  changes  below,  and  vice 
versa. 

The  neck  above  Saint  Joseph  is  similar  to  the  one  opposite  that  town.  Although  its 
width  is  still  6,100  feet,  it  is  continually  decreasing,  and,  as  its  formation  is  less  stable 
and  its  elevation  lower,  it  is  in  at  least  as  much  danger  of  being  cut  off  as  the  Saint 
Joseph  neck.  Therefore,  permanent  security  lies  only  in  the  protection  of  both  necks, 
unless  by  the  breaking  of  the  upper  no  serious  damage  should  be  done  to  the  lower 
one,  which  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  improbable. 

I  see  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  previous  report  concerning 
the  protection  of  the  neck  at  Saint  Joseph.  It  is  different  in  the  neck  above,  where 
revetment  seems  to  me  the  only  protection  possible. 

I  am  happy  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  the  willing  and  efficient  services  of  Mr. 
Frank  Hotchkiss  as  my  assistant  in  both  survej^s. 
Very  respectfully, 

Max.  Boehmer, 
Jssiaiant  Engineer. 
Maj.  Charles  R.  Suter, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S,  A, 


3. 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  21, 1876. 

Major  :  As  an  appendix  to  my  previous  reports,  I  herewith  submit  estimates  of  cost 
of  structures  for  the  protection  of  the  Kansas  shore  in  the  bend  above  Saint  Joseph,  Mo. 

Estimates  are  subjoined  for  two  different  plans. 

The  first  consists  of  2  dikes,  (B  and  C  on  the  map,)  600  feet  long  each ;  the  second 
of  3  dikes,  (B,  D,  and  E,)  respectively  600,  500,  and  300  feet  long. 

The  probable  effect  of  the  first  system  will  be  to  throw  the  channel  away  from  the 
Kansas  shore  near  and  above  Elwood,  while  from  Belmont  down  to  the  first  dike  the 
channel  will  return  to  it<s  old  bed  nearer  the  Missouri  shore. 

The  shore  between  the  proposed  dikes  will  be  sufficiently  protected  by  the  spur-dikes 
already  built,  although  the  river  here  will  have  received  a  sharper  curve  by  the  changes. 

The  second  system  is  free  from  this  latter  fault,  and  is,  therefore,  recommended  as 
the  better  plan,  although  its  cost  is  about  25  per  cent,  greater. 

The  estimates  are  based  on  the  same  cross-section  for  all  dikes,  as  shown  in  the 
sketch  below,  and  allowance  is  made  for  very  strong  heads  and  shore  connections. 

IST  system— T^'^O  DIKES. 

Dike  B : 

320  piles,  30  feet  long,  at  18  cents  per  linear  foot $1,728  00 

5,600  cords  of  brush,  at  |2.50 14,  OOe  00 

5,400  cubic  yards  of  stone,  at  $1.75 9,450  00 

25, 178  00 
Engineering  and  superintendence,  10  per  cent 2, 522  00 

Cost  of  dike  B 27,700  00 

Dike  C : 

Cost  of  dike  C 27,700  00 

Total  cost 55,400  00 

2d  SYSTEM— three  DIKES. 

Dike  B  : 

Cost  of  dike  B 27,700  00 
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Dike  D : 

280pUe8 , 11,512  00 

4,800  cords  of  brush 12,000  00 

4,700  cable  yards  of  stone 8, 400  00 

21,912  00 
Eogineering  and  superintendence,  10 
percent 2,188  00 

24, 100  00    Cost  of  dike  D..       24, 100  00 
DikeE: 

200piles 1,080  00 

3,300  cords  of  brush 8,250  00 

3,800  cubic  yards  of  stone 6,650  00 

15,980  00 
Engineering  and  superintendence,  10 
percent 1,620  00 

17, 600  00    Cost  of  dike  E..       17, 600  00 

Total  cost : 69,400  00 

Very  respectfully, 

Max  Boehmrr, 
Assistant  Engineer. 
Maj.  Charles  R.  Suter, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  8.  A, 


APPENDIX  M, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  H.  SIMPSON,  CORPS  OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE   30, 

1876.  ^— - 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo.^  August  26, 1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annual  report 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Simpson, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


Colonel  of  Engineers. 


M  I. 

improvement  of  the  MISSISSIPPI  river  between  the  mouths  of 

THE  ILLINOIS  AND  OHIO  RIVERS. 
BETWEEN  THE  ILLINOIS  AND  MISSOURI  RIVERS. 

The  appropriation  bill  approved  March  3, 1875,  required  that  $15,000 
should  be  expended  within  the  above  limits.  As  the  dam  at  Alton 
Slough  had  been  completed  under  previous  appropriations,  it  was  de- 
cided to  commence  the  construction  of  a  dam  at  Piasa  Island.  Bids 
were  received  for  this  work  June  29, 1875,  of  which  an  abstract  accom- 
panied my  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875.    The  high 
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stage  of  water  prevented  the  commencement  of  operations  until  the 
latter  part  of  August.  Construction  was  commenced  August  26,  and 
continued  until  November  30.  The  dam  is  located  about  600  yards  be- 
low the  head  of  Piasa  Island,  and  extends  from  the  island  to  the  Mis- 
souri shore,  a  distance  of  3,070  feet. 

The  shore  connections  were  secured  by  a  longitudinal  wall  of  riprap, 
and  revetment  of  the  slope  extending  100  feet  below  the  line  of  the 
dam.  The  foundation  of  the  dam  is  completed,  except  for  a  space  of 
400  feet  near  the  middle  of  the  stream,  which  was  occupied  by  a  high 
bar.  At  the  close  of  the  season  the  apron  had  been  raised  to  the 
height  of  low  water,  and  nearly  the  whole  volume  of  water  was  com- 
pelled to  pass  through  the  Illinois  chute.  The  water  over  the  bar  near 
the  head  of  the  island  was  reported  to  have  deepened  from  ^  to  8  feet. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the  prism  of  the  dam  the  coming  sea- 
son, and  to  fill  the  interval  left  open  last  year.  It  will  also  be  neces- 
sary to  revet  the  head  of  the  island,  which  is  now  exposed  at  low  stages 
to  a  rapid  current.  Estimated  cost  to  complete  the  dam,  $25,000.  The 
expenditures  on  account  of  this  dam  were: 

518  piles $2,158  62 

677.4  cords  brush 1,016  10 

158.51  cubic  yards  spalls 31  70 

7,928.27  cubic  yards  riprap 9,276  07 

EDgioeering  and  contingeucies,  29.9  percent 3,728  24 

16,210  73 

The  river  and  harbor  bill  approved  August  14, 1876,  requires  the  fur- 
ther expenditure  of  $15,000  between  the  Illinois  and  Missouri,  of  which 
the  greater  portion,  $13,500,  it  is  proposed  to  expend  in  the  construction 
of  this  dam,  leaving  an  estimated  balance  of  $11,500  to  be  provided  by 
future  appropriations. 

ALTON  DAM. 

This  work  has  remained  in  the  condition  reported  last  year,  except 
that  the  eddies  below  the  dam  have  cut  into  the  bank  below  the  revet- 
ment and  are  enlarging.  The  west  abutment  was  partially  repaired  last 
fall  with  162.31  cubic  yards  of  riprap,  at  a  cost  of  $197.30.  Repairs  and 
extension  of  the  abutments  will  be  necessary  the  ensuing  year,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $1,500.  The  repairs  required  are  to  be  made  from  the 
funds  provided  in  the  river  and  harbor  bill  of  the  present  year;  and  it 
is  not  anticipated  that  further  funds  will  be  needed  for  this  work. 

The  cost  of  this  work  to  date  has  been  : 

6,730  cubic  yards  excavation $1,682  50 

584  piles 1,223  80 

1,543.82  cords  brush 3,401  80 

12,108.89  cubic  yards  riprap 17,126  15 

5,637  cubic  yards  spalls 5,637  00 

Labor 739  45 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  5.2  per  cent 1,557  75 

31,368  45 
Original  estimate,  $40,000. 
The  length  of  the  dam  is  996  feet. 

SAWYEB  BEND. 

Work  at  this  locality  has  been  limited  to  repairs,  using — 

1,040.31  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  cost  of $1,269  18 

Enrpneeringand  contingencies 197  50 

1,466  68 
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The  appropriation  of  March  3,  1875,  did  not  warrant  the  extension  of 
this  work  last  year,  and  it  was  thought  that  delay  would  not  be  a  dis- 
advantage, as  the  bend  above  was  being  cat  oat  to  a  more  favorable 
shape.  The  catting  has  progressed  now  as  far  as  is  desirable,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  provision  will  be  made  for  the  continuation  of  the  work  at 
an  early  date. 

To  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the  board  contained  in  their  re- 
port of  April  13, 1872,  at  this  point  requires  the  extension  of  the  pro- 
tection 4,365  feet.  The  original  estimate  was  $142,211.62,  of  which 
$91,981.12  have  been  expended,  leaving  $50,230.50  remaining  to  be  ap- 
propriated, which  will  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  work,  if  made  avail- 
able at  once.  The  small  amount  appropriated  by  the  bill  for  the  pres- 
ent year  will  not  warrant  the  continuation  of  work  at  this  locality. 
The  balance  of  estimate,  $50,230.50,  is  therefore  to  be  provided  by  future 
appropriations. 

The  account  with  this  work  is : 

31,975  cubic  yards  excavation $5,755  60 

Dredging 11,196  91 

630  piles 3,439  37 

4,942,12  cords  brush 14, 113  40 

30,780.80  cubic  yards  riprap 40,746  00 

2,622.01  cubic  yards  revetment 4,850  72 

1,210.37  cubic  yards  spalls  and  macadam 1,391  48 

Labor 1,521  50 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  10.8  percent 8,967  24 

91,981  13 
LONG  DIKE  NEAR  VENIOE. 

This  work  was  partially  restored  to  its  condition  previous  to  the 
injury  by  ice  in  the  spring  of  1875.  Complete  repairs  were  prevented 
by  the  high  stage  of  water  in  July  and  August  of  1875.  There  has 
been  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  for — 

2,125.85  cubic  yards  riprap |2,593  53 

Euginee^iug  and  contingencies 198  00 

2,79153 

Eepairs  will  probably  be  required  to  keep  this  dike  at  its  proper 
height  during  the  coining  year  to  the  amount  of  $2,500. 
The  account  with  this  work  is : 

517  piles $3,364  55 

1,944.63  cords  brush 4,893  06 

18, 618.71  cubic  yards  riprap 24,668  45 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  10.4  per  cent 3, 415  79 

36,341  85 

for  raising  1,460  feet  of  old  dike,  extending  600  feet,  and  construction 
of  T-head.  In  the  original  project  the  extension  of  two  other  dikes 
was  joined  with  this,  in  an  estimate  of  $197,323.90.  These  dikes  it  is 
not  advisable  to  extend  at  present,  nor  until  the  rights  of  riparian  pro- 
prietors are  examined  and  adjusted,  to  avoid  claims  for  heavy  damages. 
No  work  can  be  done  here  the  present  year. 

HORSETAIL  BAB. 

The  favorable  results  reported  last  year  at  this  locality  were  not  con- 
tinued during  the  season  of  low  water,  1875.  The  crossing  which  had 
given  trouble  in  previous  years  was  reported  last  year  to  have  deepened 
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about  2  feet,  which  deepening  it  was  hoped  might  be  permanent,  an 
expectation  which  was  but  partially  realized.  During  the  high  water  of 
the  summer  of  1875,  very  extensive  erosions  were  made  from  the  head 
of  Arsenal  Island  and  from  the  Illinois  bank  in  Gahokia  Bend ;  the 
eroded  material  from  these  sources  passed  the  narrow  section  of  river  in 
front  of  South  Saint  Louis,  (Carondelet,)  and  was  dropped  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  wide  expanse  called  Horsetail.  This  deposit  caused  an  ob- 
struction which,  though  called  by  the  old  name,  is  located  1^  miles  above 
the  bar  whose  removal  had  been  the  object  in  previous  years.  At  the 
locality  of  the  new  obstruction  the  depth  had  previously  been  at  least  6 
feet  at  all  stages.  This  deposit  filled  the  whole  bed  of  the  river  to  the 
height  of  8  or  10  feet  above  the  normal  low>water  plane.  The  dikes 
which  had  been  built  in  the  vicinity  were  raised  to  the  height  of  8  feet 
above  low  water;  therefore,  when  this  new  deposit  was  made  the  dikes 
were  below  its  general  level,  and  could  exert  no  influence  upon  the  cur- 
rents until  the  bar  was  washed  down  to  the  level  of  the  dikes.  When 
this  occurred  the  channel  first  cut  out  a  crooked  course  around  the  head 
of  dike  No.  1,  which  was  difficult  to  follow ;  later  the  channel  deserted 
this  position,  and,  after  opening  temporarily  at  several  points  in  the  width 
of  the  river,  at  the  end  of  the  season  crossed  to  the  Illinois  Shore  and 
followed  it  down  to  dike  No.  3 ;  then,  turned  aside  by  the  dike,  it  crossed 
back  to  the  Missouri  Shore.  After  it  had  established  itself  in  this  loca- 
tion, there  was  little  trouble  on  account  of  depth,  but  the  channel  was 
crooked  and  difficult.  The  increased  depth  in  the  final  location  proves 
that  the  channel  had  previously  been  shoal  only  because  it  was  contin- 
ually shifting  its  position  in  the  recently-deposited  bar,  whose  uncom- 
pacted  material  yielded  more  readily  to  the  current  at  the  side  than  at 
the  bottom.  These  movements  of  the  new  bar  involved  the  removal  of 
vast  quantities  of  material,  which  was  again  deposited  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  reach,  and  occasioned  some  trouble  on  the  lower  crossing.  The 
condition  of  the  navigation  showed  the  necessity  of  the  immediate  con- 
struction of  dike  No.  2,  which  was  commenced  in  October,  upon  the  site 
indicated  in  the  project  submitted  April  28, 1873.  The  late  date  of  its 
commencement  did  not  permit  it  being  advanced  far  enough  to  exert  any 
appreciable  influence  last  fall ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  exert  a  bene- 
ficial effect  the  present  year,  although  it  is  500  feet  short  of  its  contem- 
plated length  of  1,800  feet. 

In  order  that  the  dikes  should  be  able  to  exert  an  influence  upon  the 
channel  at  the  higher  stages,  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  condi- 
tions of  last  year,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  them  at  the  shore  ends  to 
the  height  of  a  mean  stage,  and  make  the  profile  a  slope  from  the  bank 
to  the  outer  end  of  the  dikes.  This  change  in  the  profile  was  indicated 
by  the  experience  of  previous  years;  that  of  last  year  proves  that  the 
immediate  execution  of  the  change  is  necessary.  A  survey  of  the  locality 
was  made  at  low  water  in  December,  1875,  which  showed  that  there  had 
been  an  accumulation  of  sand  on  the  Illinois  side  held  by  the  dikes, 
which  corresponded  closely  with  the  line  of  improvement.  This  sand- 
bar was  nearly  of  the  height  of  the  dikes  3,  4,  and  5,  and  extended  from 
No.  3  to  the  head  of  CarrolPs  Island.  Nos.  4  and  6  being  nearly  buried, 
must  be  credited  with  having  accomplished  all  that  could  be  expected 
of  them  in  their  incomplete  state. 

The  high  water  in  July,  1875,  afforded  a  severe  test  of  the  experiment 
at  dike  No.  5,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  last  year,  as  the  water  flowed 
over  the  revetted  sand  embankment  to  the  depth  of  5  feet  without  in- 
juring the  dike;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  dike  was  strengthened  by 
deposits.    At  the  junction  of  the  earth  embankment  with  the  riprap 
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part  of  the  dike,  near  the  edge  of  the  drj  bar,  the  dike  was  undermined, 
and  settled  about  15  feet  as  a  maximum,  the  breach  being  about  210 
feet  wide }  this  breach  was  filled,  and  the  earth  embankment  extended 
200  feet  inshore  to  a  connection  with  the  levee.  The  embankment  now 
slopes  from  the  height  of  the  levee  to  8  feet  above  low  water  in  a  dis- 
tance of  1,300  feet.  It  was  contemplated  to  extend  this  dike  last  year 
to  its  full  length,  but  the  site  became  inaccessible  in  September,  and  the 
extension  was  not  begun.  A  part  of  dike  No.  3  settled  during  the  high 
water,  and  required  repairs;  the  settlement  was  confined  to  the  400  feet 
nearest  the  Illinois  shore,  where,  when  the  dike  was  commenced,  the 
water  was  20  feet  or  more  in  depth.  The  bottom  here  was  light  sand, 
deposited  probably  in  a  deep  channel  at  some  recent  period.  The  set- 
tlement being  in  deep  water,  a  large  amount  of  material  was  required 
to  close  the  breach.  Dikes  1  and  4  were  not  injured,  and  required  no 
repairs. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1876  the  high-water  deposits  have 
been  similar  to  those  of  1875.  At  the  date  of  this  report  the  only  prac- 
ticable channel  crosses  dike  No.  1  about  midway  of  its  length,  the  outer 
end  of  the  dike  being  buried  in  a  reef.  It  is  probable  that  the  first 
channel  cut  out  will  be  around  the  end  of  the  dike ;  if  so,  the  history  of 
last  year  will  be  repeated.  The  completion  of  dike  No.  2  and  raising  of 
No.  1  is  an  immediate  necessity;  it  is  therefore  proposed  to  apply 
$50,000  of  the  present  appropriation  to  work  at  this  locality. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  the  several  dikes  at  Horsetail  Bar 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187G,  were : 

For  dike  Xo.  2: 

254  piles $1,087  86 

1,405.14  cords  brush 2,107  70 

9,296.a3  cubic  yards  riprap 10,924  19 

114  hoursMabor 22  80 

Eugineering  and  contiugencies 1,421  48 

815,564  03 

For  dike  Ko,  3 : 

5,21H.81  cubic  yards  riprap f  6, 174  04 

EuginedriDg  and  coutingeucies 513  41 

«6,687  45 

For  dike  No,  5: 

3,900.58  cubic  yards  riprap 4,601  01    , 

182.32  cubic  yards  embankment 18  23 

Labor 38  30 

Engineering  and  contingencies 580  00 

27,489  02 
Which,  deducted  from  estimate  given  in  transportation-route  report, 
January  23,  1875,  of  $100,000,  leaves  872,510.98  to  be  appropriated. 
The  total  cost  of  the  works  at  this  locality  has  been : 
Dike  Xo,  1, 1,171  feet  long,  with  T-head,  200'  X  80': 

510  piles $2,953  33 

1,755.25  conU  brush 5,183  00 

12,2;J2.49  cubic  vards  riprap 17,208  11 

91.29  cubic  yards  spalls 127  81 

Eagineering  and  contingencies,  5.5  percent 1,401  58 

$26,873  t<3 

Dike  No.  2,  1,300  feet  long : 

254  piles 1,087  86 

1,405.14  cords  brush 2,107  70 

9,296.83  cubic  yards  riprap 10,924  19 

114  hoursMabor 22  80 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  10.05  percent 1,421  48 

15,564  03 
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Dike  No.  3,  1,375  feet  long  : 

249  piles 1,263  43 

371.8  cordB  brush 1,366  48 

27,999.56  cubic  yards  riprap 40,896  00 

Labor 329  62 

EDgineering  and  contingencies,  6.3  per  cent 3, 651  27 

47  506  80 

Dike  No,  4,  2,070  feet  long: 

342  piles 1,483  84 

792.26oord8  brush 2,804  60 

20,876.18  cubic  yards  riprap 31,071  07 

Labor 75  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  9.7  per  cent 3, 213  66 

38,048  17 

Dike  No.  5, 2,400  feet  Umg : 

242  piles 1,063  65 

743.8  cords  brush 2,087  88 

9,610.98  cubic  yards  riprap 13,618  73 

8,100.32  cubic  yards  embankment 1,977  24 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  8.8  per  cent 1, 651  55 

20,399  05 

Total 148,991  88 

Unappropriated  balance  of  estimate 72,510  98 

Total  estimated  cost  of  present  project 221,502  86 

DAM  AT  FORT  OHARTRES  ISLAND. 

The  work  at  this  point  was  commeaced  ia  the  fall  of  1874.  During 
the  last  fiscal  year  the  body  of  the  dam  was  filled  in  to  the  height  of  8 
feet  above  low  water,  except  for  300  feet  at  the  west  end.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  6,500  cubic  yards  of  riprap  will  complete  the  dam,  at  a  cost 
of  $9,750.  The  dam  is  1,592  feet  in  length,  and  has  received  material 
during  the  fiscal  year  as  follows  : 

28  piles  for  moorings $100  94 

10,648.6  cubic  yards  riprap 15,879  88 

1,218.8  cubic  yards  spalls 1,267  55 

Engineering  and  contingencies 1,061  86 

18, 310  23 

The  total  cost  to  date  has  been : 

504  piles 1,957  34 

1.057  cords  brush 2,081  60 

18,625.2  cubic  yards  riprap 28,588  24 

1,218.8  cubic  yards  spalls 1,267  55 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  8.8  per  cent 2,993  13 

36,887  86 

It  is  proposed  to  complete  the  dam  the  present  year. 

The  original  estimate  for  work  in  this  vicinity  was  $75,000. 

TUBKEY  ISLAND  DAM. 

This  dam  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1875,  and  was  continued 
until  the  chute  became  inaccessible  early  in  the  fall.  The  chute  has  been 
rapidly  filled  by  the  river  during  the  last  two  years.  The  dam  is  1,834 
feet  in  length,  and  at  the  time  work  was  suspended  stopped  the  water 
from  passing  at  the  stage  of  7  feet  above  low  water.  It  having  been 
built  upon  shallow  foundations,  considerable  settlement  is  liable  to  take 
place.  Without  settlement,  it  is  estimated  that  7,000  cubic  yards  of  rip- 
rap will  complete  the  dam,  at  cost  of  $11,000. 
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Material  has  been  used  daring  the  year  as  follows : 

13  piles,  for  mooriDgs $67  78 

278.3  cubic  yards  spalls j 289  43 

6,355.9  cnbic  yards  riprap - 9,560  65 

Engineering  and  contingencies 681  34 

10,599  10 

The  total  cost  of  dam  is : 

41  mooring-piles $206,98 

10,935.8  cubic  yards  riprap 18,26^  45 

278.3  cubic  yards  spalls 289  43 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  14.9  per  cent 2,806  60 

21,565  46 

Owing  to  the  late  date  of  the  passage  of  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  it 
will  not  be  practicable  to  complete  the  dam  this  year,  as  it  is  inaccessi- 
ble at  low  stages  ^  but  it  is  necessary  to  continue  the  work  so  far  as 
possible. 

Original  estimate  for  works  in  this  vicinity  was  $100,000. 

LIBERTY  ISLAND. 

This  locality  has^  for  several  years,  been  a  great  obstacle  to  naviga- 
tion. The  act  approved  March  3,  1875,  authorized  the  application  of 
$15,000  to  th^  locality.  It  was  contemplated  to  close  the  Missouri  chute 
by  a  dam,  and  one  was  located  and  the  construction  of  the  west  abut- 
ment begun  5  but  after  the  high  water  of  July  and  August  passed  it 
was  found  that  the  Illinois  chute  was  unnavigable,  and  that  the  tendency 
of  the  channel  was  to  desert  it  altogether.  It  was  therefore  decided  to 
suspend  work  on  the  dam  and  devote  the  season  to  a  revetment  of  the 
Missouri  bank  opposite  and  above  the  head  of  the  island  to  preserve  a 
direction  which  would  be  favorable  if  the  channel  should  take  the  Mis- 
souri chute,  and  prevent  the  cutting  progressing  so  far  as  to  render  a 
return  to  the  Illinois  chute  impossible.  On  engineering  grounds  alone 
the  Missouri  chute  is  fully  as  desirable,  when  cleaned  of  snags  and 
wrecks ;  but  the  small  town  of  Bockwood  is  situated  on  the  Illinois 
chute,  and  its  interests  should  not  be  sacrificed.  It  is  therefore  deemed 
advisable  to  wait  another  year  before  deciding  which  chute  should  be 
closed. 

In  the  protection  of  the  bank  there  was  expended : 

12  piles,  for  moorings $43  27 

9,596.6  cnbic  yards  riprap 14,298  93 

720.2  cnbic  yards  spalls 749  01 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  9.3  per  cent 1,406  47 

16, 197  &i 
For  the  abutment  of  the  dam : 

19.7  cnbic  yards  spalls |20  49 

3,029.9  cubic  yards  riprap ^ 4,646  21 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  8.3  per  cent 387  21 

5, 053  91 

The  excess  over  $15,000  was  taken  from  the  portion  of  the  appropria- 
tion not  specifically  located  by  Congress. 

It  ij3  very  necessary  that  the  revetment  of  the  bank  should  be  raised 
throughout  the  portion  commenced  last  year,  which  covers  a  front  of 
3,774  feet,  and  the  protection  should  be  extended  2,700  feet  to  a  connec- 
tion with  the  dam  abutment  now  in  place,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$26,610.  . 

The  original  estimate  for  the  locality  was  $100,000. 
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devil's  island. 

The  high  water  of  July  and  August,  1875,  caused  considerable  change 
in  the  condition  of  dike  No.  1  after  the  annual  report  was  written.  The 
foundation  of  the  dike  had  been  completed  in  the  fall  of  1874,  and  the 
dike  raised  to  the  height  of  6  feet  above  low-water  mark ;  but  the  foun- 
dation rested  on  a  sand  bar  whose  surface  for  a  great  part  of  the  length 
of  the  dike  was  above  low- water  mark.  During  the  spring  and  summer 
the  extensive  dry  bar  above  and  attached  to  the  opposite  bank  moved 
down  stream  so  far  that  when  the  water  fell  the  current  drew  across  the 
dike ;  as  a  consequence,  the  foundation  settled.  The  greatest  change 
was  near  the  shore,  where  the  dike  settled  from  6  feet  above  to  30  feet 
below  low  water.  Near  the  middle  the  change  was  slight,  and  the 
outer  end  was  sunk  irregularly,  varying  from  6  to  15  feet.  The  strong- 
est current  being  along  shore,  the  bank  above  and  below  the  dike  was 
considerably  eroded,  and  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  revet  the  bank  for 
a  distance  of  1,000  feet  above  the  dike }  of  this  distance  625  feet  was 
protected  during  the  season.  In  this  protection  a  single  mattress  of 
brush  was  sunk,  495  feet  in  length  by  50  feet  in  width,  containing  566.14 
cords  brush.  The  success  of  this  experiment  justifies  the  expectation 
of  a  material  cheapening  of  the  cost  of  protective  works. 

The  channel  last  year  passed  close  around  the  end  of  the  dike,  and  as 
the  bar  above  was  likely  to  continue  to  move  down  stream,  it  was  not 
deemed  advisable^te  repair  the  outer  end  of  the  dike.  The  breach  near 
shore  was  filled  nearly  to  the  final  profile. 

The  foundation  of  dam  No.  1,  in  the  chute  between  Devil's  and  Pica- 
yune Islands,  was  completed,  the  east-shore  connection  secured,  and 
considerable  progress  made  in  filling  the  body  of  the  dam.  When  in- 
spected in  June  last  it  was  apparently  undisturbed,  and  the  chute  ap- 
peared to  be  filling. 

At  dam  No.  2,  in  the  chute  between  Picayune  Island  and  the  main 
Illinois  shore,  no  work  was  done  except  to  place  material  previously  de- 
livered. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  were : 

/  DikeKo.l; 

566.14  cords  brush $1,986  53 

3,034.51  cubic  yards  spalls 3,130  24 

17,180.09  cubic  yards  riprap 25,951  32 

Excavation  and  labor 456  56 

Engineering  and  contingencies 1,638  10 

$33, 162  75 

Dam  No,  1 : 

Excavation  and  labor $548  36 

652.86cords  brush 2.245  39 

2,544.28  cubic  yards  spalls.. 1 2,854  41 

9,758.72  cubic  yards  riprap 15,288  57 

167  piles 620  80 

Eogiueering  and  contingencies 829  10 

22,386  63 

Dam  No,  2 : 

Labor $38  50 

'—  38  50 

55,587  88 

The  total  cost  of  these  works  is : 

Dike  No,  1, 1,000  feet  in  length  and  &lbfeet  ehore-proteotion  : 

458  piles $1,374  00 

'2,043  cords  brush 6,802  44 

21,601.43  cubic  yards  riprap 35,556  10 

3,034.51  cubic  yards  spalh 3,130  24 

Excavation  and  labor »       456  56 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  6.5  per  cent 3, 080  52 


41  £ 
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Dam  JVb.-l,  length  1,750 /ee^  ; 

528  piles «1,703  80 

2,291.86  cords  brush 7,910  95 

15,443.79  cubic  yards  riprap 26,852  80 

2,544.78  cubic  yards  spalls 2,854  41 

Excavation  and  labor 548  36 

Engineering  and  contingencies  8.1  per  cent 3, 213  74 

Dam  No,  2,  length  2b0f€et  : 

104  piles S315  06 

682.98  cords  brush 1,627  73 

2,982.34  cubic  yards  riprap 6,211  24 

Excavation 38  50 

Engineering  and  contingencies  15.7  per  cent 1,286  65 


43,  O^A  % 


9, 479  IS 


102,963  10 

The  total  estimate  for  works  in .  this  locality  was  $250,000,  leaving 
for  future  operations  $147,036.90,  of  which  847,036.90  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  works  already  begun ;  and  of  this  sum  it  is  proposed 
to  spend  830,000  the  present  year. 

CLOSING  CAHOKIA  CHUTE. 

Although  the  closing  of  this  chute  is  partially  provided  for  in  the  nevr 
river  and  harbor  bill,  approved  August  14,  by  a  distinct  clause  and  a 
specific  sum,  the  work  itself  is  part  of  the  general  scheme  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  and  bears  a  very  important  relation 
to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation.  When  the  special  report  was 
made,  under  date  of  January  23, 1875,  (see  Keport  of  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1875,  page  497,  part  1,)  there  was  no  apparent  reason  for  the  opinion 
that  the  immediate  closure  of  the  chute  was  necessary  in  the  interests  of 
navigation.  After  the  date  of  that  report  a  rapid  cutting  away  of  the 
head  of  the  island  commenced,  which  has  progressed  rapidly  since,  and 
furnished  material  for  deposits  which  greatly  obstructed  navigation  at 
Horsetail  Bar.  This  erosion  still  continues.  The  head  of  the  island  has 
been  cut  away  so  much  that  the  head  is  now  nearly  one-half  mile  farther 
down  stream  than  at  the  date  of  the  map  accompanying  the  report.  A 
large  area  of  the  highest  part  of  the  island  has  disappeared.  It  is  now 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  this  erosion  should  be  stopped  and  the 
chute  closed.  The  appropriation  just  made  will  all  be  required  to  revet 
the  island  to  secure  it  from  further  erosion  and  the  consequent  destruc- 
tion of  the  site  for  a  dam.  The  dam  itself  must  await  further  appropri- 
ations. The  original  estimate  did  not  include  the  cost  of  protecting  the 
island,  the  necessity  for  which  was  not  then  apparent.  The  estimate  of 
funds  required  for  the  dam  remains,  $75,000,  all  of  which  should  be 
granted  in  one  appropriation,  as  the  work  is  not  divisible. 

KASKASKIA  BEND. 

This  locality  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  report,  dated  April  28, 
1876,  in  which  an  estimate  was  submitted  amounting  to  $42,000.  The 
late  bill  requires  that  85,000  should  be  expended  at  this  locality.  It  is 
very  difficult  to  put  in  language  all  the  reasons  that  conspire  to  render 
the  application  of  small  sums  to  the  control  of  a  mighty  stream  like  the 
Mississippi  wasteful.  I  will  endeavor  to  make  this  case  illustrate  the 
general  principle.  The  extent  of  front  that  it  is  necessary  to  protect  is 
6,000  feet ;  the  estimated  cost  is  87  per  foot,  which  would  suffice  if  all 
the  work  was  provided  for  at  once.    Undertaken  with  the  sum  of  $5,000, 
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the  cost  would  need  to  be  taken  at  $10  per  foot  on  accoant  of  limited 
amount  of  work ;  therefore  500  feet  would  be  the  extent  of  protection. 
Five  hundred  feet  of  the  length  of  one  of  the  sweeping  bends  of  the 
Mississippi  is  comparatively  but  a  patch,  and  practically  exerts  no  con- 
trolling influence  above  or  below ;  the  protected  front  may  be  held,  but 
the  bank  retreats  both  above  and  below,  and  the  projection  becomes  a 
disturbing  element,  which,  by  creating  eddies,  intensifies  the  destruc- 
tion in  its  vicinity,  when  a  longer  firm  front  would  by  virtue  of  its  length 
restrain  the  eddies  and  deliver  the  current  smoothly  at  the  lower  end. 
The  application  of  so  small  a  sum  cannot  therefore  be  made  where  the 
need  is  greatest,  but  must  be  located  at  the  very  head  of  the  caving 
bank,  entirely  above  the  point  where  the  destruction  is  active,  and  can- 
not extend  far  enough  to  afibrd  any  relief  to  the  interests  endangered, 
and  whose  influence  has  obtained  the  appropriation.  Since  the  special 
report  was  made  the  caving  has  continued,  and  at  the  apex  of  the  bend 
the  caving  amounts  to  250  yards.  From  the  direction  of  this  recent 
caving  the  danger  of  a  junction  with  the  Kaskaskia  is  less  imminent 
than  when  the  report  was  written,  the  apex  being  now  below  the  point 
of  nearest  approach  of  the  two  rivers.  If  this  work  is  commenced  under 
the  present  appropriation,  its  continuation  next  year  becomes  a  neces- 
sity. If  a  special  sum  is  to  be  set  apart  for  its  continuation  it  should 
not  be  less  than  825,000  to  accomplish  useful  results. 

PROTECTION  ABOVE  CAIRO. 

A  special  report  upon  this  locality  constitutes  House  of  Eeprescuta- 
tives  Executive  Document  126,  44th  Congress,  first  session.  The  esti- 
mate there  given  for  the  protection  of  the  Illinois  shore  is  $172,500,  of 
which  $30,000  is  provided  for  the  present  year,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
apply  at  the  point  of  greatest  danger  to  the  navigation.  For  the  con- 
tinuation of  this  work,  at  least  $30,000  should  be  provided  the  coming 
year. 

I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  estimates  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  are  divided  into  two  distinct 
parts:  first,  for  deepening  the  channel,  $3,159,200 ;  second,  for  protective 
works,  $4,000,000.  If  the  purpose  of  Congress  is  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  and  realize  useful  results  at  an  early  date,  the  dis- 
tinction made  in  the  estimates  should  be  observed.  The  deepening  of 
the  channel  precedes  protection  in  order  of  execution  and  importance  to 
navigation.  Protective  works  have  closer  relation  to  individual  and 
local  interests,  and  are  therefore  more  likely  to  be  pressed  upon  the 
attention  of  Congress,  in  efforts  to  secure  specific  sums  for  specified 
localities;  and  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  suggest  that  private  jobs 
are  sometimes  brought  forward  under  the  specious  mask  of  public  im- 
provements. If  Congress  is  disposed  to  accede  to  requests  for  the  exe- 
cution of  these  protective  works  in  advance  of  their  logical' and  natural 
order  in  the  scheme  of  improvement,  it  should  be  with  the  understand- 
ing that  all  sums  taken  and  made  applicable  to  the  protection  of  banks 
is  so  much  deducted  from  the  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

SURVEYS. 

No  extended  surveys  were  made  during  the  year.  Special  examina- 
tions were  made  at  Piasa  Island,  Horsetail  and  Twin  Hollow  Bars,  Lib- 
erty Island,  and  a  resurvey  from  Dickey's  Island  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio.    The  cost  of  these  surveys  was  $4,799.90. 
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The  total  expenditure  for  surveys  since  the  organization  of  this  office 
in  1870  has  been  : 

Sarvey  from  Alton  to  mouth  of  Meramec  River $7, 784  2-1 

Survey  at  Cabaret  Island 3,596  07 

Board  of  engineers,  convened  by  8. 0.  No.  20,  H.  Q.  C.  of  E.,  February  7, 1872.  736  91 

S\irvey  from  month  of  Missouri  River  to  mouth  of  Ohio  River 22, 024  91 

Triangulation  from  mouth  of  Missouri  River  to  mouth  of  Ohio  River 21,393  20 

Special  surveys,  local 18,303  30 

Total 73,842  63 

Of  which  $48,008.77  was  specially  appropriated;  the  balance,  $25,8^.86, 
was  borne  by  the  general  appropriation. 

Of  the  above  total  827,518.21  was  expended  by  my  predecessor, 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  F.  Eaynolds. 

EQUIPMENT. 

As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  the  interests  of  the  work  re- 
quired that  the  Government  should  own  a  portion  at  least  of  the  equip- 
ment needed  to  caiTy  on  the  work. 

The  equipment  now  on  hand  is  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  work,  if 
continued  upon  the  moderate  scale  of  the  past.  A  condensed  statement 
of  the  property-account  is  given  for  information.  It  includes  in  the  Dr. 
column  the  charter  and  operating  expenses  of  steamers  and  barges ;  the 
Or.  column  shows  the  value  of  the  services  rendered,  and  the  balance 
column  the  amount  with  which  the  several  classes  of  property  are  now 
charged  upon  the  books  of  the  office. 


Class  of  property. 


Dr. 


OHioe  furnitare 

Instruments  and  survey  material 

Five  pile-drivers 

Eighteen  barges  and  two  qaarter> boats 

Tools 

Qaarters  for  workmen,  shops,  &c 

1  wo  tow-lK>ata  and  one  steam-tog  and  expenses 

Small  boats 

Geueral  expense  of  property 

Material  and  qaarry  privileges 

Total 


1890  55 

4.791  80 

15, 144  91 

70, 184  27 

6, 136  52 

4,  734  51 

130, 177  08 

562  82 

13,556  65 

202,567  65 


Cr. 


Balances. 


$390 

3,941 

5,073 

29,844 

4,221 

2,556 

TO,  775 

396 

61 

200,605 


448, 747  66 


320,  866  62 


9500  55 

850  00 

10,071  39 

40,339  46 

1, 915  00 

2,177  79 

56,409  84 

166  d2 

13.  495  49 

1,961  TO 


127.8tfl  04 


Construction  account 


Kame  of  work. 


Piasa  Island  dam 

Alton  dam 

Sawyer  Bend  protection... 

Long  dike 

Horsetail  Bar,  dike  Ka  1  . , 
Horsetail  Bar,  dike  Na  2  . . 
Horsetail  Bar,  dike  Na  3  . , 
HorseUil  Bar,  dike  No.  4  . , 
Horsetail  Bar,  dike  Na  5  . . 

Fr>rt  Chartres  dam , 

Tnrkey  Island  dam 

Liberty  Island  dam , 

Liberty  Island  protection. 
DevU's  Island,  dike  Na  1  . 
Devil's  Island,  dam  No.  1  . 
DeviVs  Island,  dam  Na  2  . 


Total 507,862  04 


Amoant  ex- 
pended. 


•16,210  73 
31,368  45 
91,981  IS 
36,341  85 
26,873  83 

15.564  03 
47,506  80 
38,648  17 
20,399  05 
36,887  86 

21. 565  46 
5, 053  91 

1A,497  68 

50,399  86 

43, 084  06 

9.479  18 


Amoant  re-! 
quired  to 
complete. . 


$25,000  00 

8,631  55 

50.230  SO 

3,658  15 

1 
I 
^72,510  96 

9,750  00 
11,000  00 

* 

96,610  00 
W7,036  90 


254,428  08 


TotaL 


$41, 210  73 
40.000  00 

142,211  62 
40,000  00 


221.502  e6 


46,637  86 

32.5115  46 

5,053  91 

43.107  68 

150,000  00 


762,290  12 


*  Will  not  be  continaed. 
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Dr. 


Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army,  in  account  with  United  States, 


Cr. 


To  allotments  fh>in  appropriations  for 
ezaminatiODS  and  sarveys  on  north- 
ern and  northwestern  lakes  and 
rivers,  and  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
coasts,  &o.,  made  prior  to  1879 

To  allotment  from  appropriation  for 
examinations  and  surveys  and  con- 
tingencies of  rivers  and  harbors, 
approved  June  10, 1873 .' 

To  appropriation  for  improvement  of 
Mississippi  River  from  Illinois  to 
Mlssoari,  approved  June  10, 1879 

To  appropriation  for  improvement  of 
Mississippi  River  fh>m  Missonri  to 
Meramec,  approved  June  10, 1879. . . 

To  appropriation  for  improvement  of 
Mississippi  River  from  Missonri  to 
Ohio,  approved  March  3, 1873 

To  appropriation  for  improvement  of 
Mississippi  River  from  Ohio  to  Illi- 
nois, approved  June  23,  1874 

To  allotment  from  appropriation  for 
surveys  and  estimates  for  improve- 
ments on  transportation-routes  to 
the  seaboard,  approved  June  :t3, 
1874 

To  appropriation  for  improvement  of 
Mississippi  River  from  Illinois  to 
Ohio,  approved  March  3. 1875 

To  unpaid  percentage  on  annulled 
contracts 

To  percentage  due  on  existing  con- 
tracts  

To  amonnt  dae  on  non-p  yment  roll. . . 


116, 623  07 


By  expenses  of  office 

I  By  general  engineering . 

By  surveys 

By  construction. 


By  balances  on  account  of  property.. 
By  cash  on  hand  July  1, 1876 


21, 385  70 


95. 000  00 


100.000  00 


200, 000  00 


200, 000  00 


10,000  00 


900,000  00 
900  17 


2, 133  38  ; 
950  45  : 


131, 036  86 

19,  945  52 

73, 849  63 

507,  869  04 

127S881  04 

l.'s  794  68 


776,999  77 


776, 299  77 


The  original  estimates  for  the  improvemeDt  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver 
between  the  Illinois  and  Ohio  Eivers  began  with  an  estimate  contained 
in  the  report  of  a  Board  of  Engineers  dated  April  13,  1872,  (Report  of 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1872,  page  366,)  which  was — 

For  erection  of  dike  at  Alton  Harbor $40,000  00 

For  protection  of  2  miles  of  Sawyer  Bend 142,211  62 

For  extension  and  raising  of  dikes  in  Northern  Harbor  of  Saint  Lonis...^.  1^,  323  90 
For  survey  between  Alton  and  the  month  of  the  Ohio  River 30, 000  00 

Following  this  rejfort.  Congress  appropriated,  by  act  approved  June 
10, 1872— 

For  improvement  of  Mississippi  River  between  the  Illinois  and  Missonri.. .  $25, 000  00 
For  improvement  of  Mississippi  River  between  the  Missouri  and  Meramec.  100, 000  00 

and  ordered  a  survey  of  the  river  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Ohio,  for 
which  there  was  allowed  $22,584.79. 

The  above  amount  applicable  to  the  section  from  the  Illinois  to  the 
Missouri  was  applied  to  construction  of  the  Alton  Dam,  and  that  appli- 
cable from  the  Missonri  to  the  Meramec  was  applied  to  the  protection 
of  Sawyer  Bend  and  extension  of  Long  Dike. 

The  survey  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Ohio  was  made,  and  a  preliminary 
report  submitted  under  date  of  December  18, 1872.  In  that  report  esti- 
mates were  given  for — 

Deepening  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  River  from  the  Missouri  to  the 

Ohio 8893,895  00 

For  securing  the  river  in  its  present  channel 2,102,149  00 

Total 2,996,044  00 

Following  this  report,  an  appropriation  was  made  by  act  approved 
March  3,  1873— 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  the  Missonri  and 

Ohio $200,000  00 

And  by  act  approved  June  23,  18T4 200,000  00 
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By  the  act  of  June  23, 1874,  a  survey  was  ordered  of  the  Mississippi 
transportation  route,  and  there  was  allotted  for  the  survey  from  the 
Illinois  to  the  Ohio  $10,000. 

The  report  of  this  survey  was  made  January  20, 1875,  and  is  published 
in  Eeport  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  part  2,  page  471. 

In  this  report  an  estimate  was  given  for — 

Improving  the  channel  between  the  mouths  of  the  Illinois  and  Ohio  Rivera.  $3, 159, 20ft 
For  revetments  between  the  mouths  of  the  Missouri  and  Ohio  Rivers 4, 000, 0(R) 

Total 7,159,200 

This  last  estimate  covered  the  whole  ground  and  includes  the  items 
of  the  preceding  estimates  which  remained  unprovided  for  at  its  date. 

To  arrive  at  the  total  estimated  cost  of  improving  the  Mississippi 
Kiver  firom  the  Illinois  to  the  Ohio  it  is  necessary  to  add  to — 

The  estimate  of  1875 $7, 159,*v. 

The  sum  of  appropriations  previously  made 525,  iXiO 

Making  an  aggrej2:ate  of 7, 6S4, 2C«) 

Of  which  up  to  July  1,  1876,  there  has  been  appropriated 725, 0»M) 

Leaving  for  farther  appropriations 6, 959,2^< 

A  glance  at  these  figures  will  show  that  at  the  rate  of  $200,000  per 
year,  as  for  the  last  three  years,  thirty-five  years  will  pass  before  the 
appropriations  equal  the  estimates;  the  annual  grant  has  been  less 
than  3  per  cent,  of  the  total  estimate,  and  3  per  cent,  upon  the  original 
cost  would  be  a  very  low  figure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  completed 
work.  It  will  be  readily  understood  that  with  such  small  appropria- 
tions the  completion  of  the  improvement  is  postponed  to  an  indefinite 
but  distant  future,  for  as  progress  is  made  the  expense  of  maintaining 
the  works  will  consume  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation, and  eventually  take  it  all.  The  estimates  given  were  made 
with  an  allowance  of  but  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies  added  to  the  cost 
of  material.  Examination  of  the  construction  accounts  will  show  thai 
the  contingent  items  of  cost  vary  from  5.2  per  cent,  to  29.9  per  cent,;  or 

44  182.88 
taking  a  mean  they  are  equal  to  ^jrfgytixg  =  ^-^rob  P^^  cent.      The 

cost  of  administration  is  ^^J  -^^  r.j  =  0.04Y'y%;  and  the  cost  of  general 

19  945.52 
engineering  is  ^no  ^^  71  =  ^-^^y^o^.    The  two  last  items  represent  the 

cost  of  an  engineer  office  and  organization,  the  expense  of  which  would 
not  be  perceptibly  increased  if  the  amount  of  business  were  much  larger. 
The  minimum  ratio,  5.2  percent,  for  contingencies  of  construction  cocM 
easily  be  made  the  mean  rate,  if  means  were  provided  for  a  rapid,  exe- 
cution of  each  individual  work  to  completion.  A  large  item  in  ooa- 
struction  account  is  for  transportation  of  material;  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation per  unit  depends  in  great  measure  on  the  quantity,  as  every 
business  man  well  knows.  Taking  the  aggregate  of  all  the  items  into 
consideration,  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  $500,090  appropriated 
in  one  year  will  do  as  much  work  as  $600,000  divided  into  three  annual 
sums  of  $200,000  each.  Last,  year  in  estimating  the  amount  requiredr 
$1,000,000  was  given  as  the  amount  that  could  be  profitably  expended 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877.  The  estimate  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1878,  is  for  the  least  amount  that  can  be  profitablv 
expended,  $500,000. 
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Money  statement. 

'  Balance  in  Treasury  of  United  States  July  1,  1875 ; 
On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  the  Illinois  to  the  Ohio,  approved  March  3, 1875 : 

For  application  between  the  Illinois  and  Ohio tl36, 000  00 

For  application  between  the  Illinois  and  Missouri 15, 000  00 

Amount  in  hands  of  officer  and  subject  to  his  check, 
July  1, 1875 : 
On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Meramec,  approved  June  10, 

1872 132  55 

On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Illinois,  approved  June  23, 1874 : 

For  application  between  Ohio  and  Illinois 3, 082  54 

For  application  between  Missouri  and  Illinois 4, 739  83 

On  account  of  allotment  from  appropriation  approved  June  23, 
1874,  for  surveys  and  estimates  for  the  improvements  recom- 
mended, by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Transportation  Routes 
to  the  Seaboard,  &^c.,  to  be  expended  in  the  survey  of  that 
portion  of  the  Mississippi  route  lying  between  the  mouth  of 

the  Illinois  River  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River 382  50 

On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  the  Illinois  to  the  Ohio,  approved  March  3, 1875: 

For  application  between  Illinois  and  Ohio 49, 000  00 

8208,337  42 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876: 
On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Meramec,  approved  June  10, 

1872 132  55 

On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Illinois,  approved  June  23, 1874 : 

Between  Ohio  and  Illinois 3,032  54 

Between  Missouri  and  Illinois .' 4,739  83 

On  account  of  allotment  from  appropriation  approved  June 
23,  1874,  for  surveys  and  estimates  for  the  improvements 
recommended  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Transportation 
Routes  to  the  Seaboard,  &:c.,  to  be  expended  in  the  survey  of 
that  portion  of  the  Mississippi  route  lyins  between  the  mouth 

of  the  Ulinois  River  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River 382  50 

On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  Illinois  to  the  Ohio,  approved  March  3,  1875 : 

Between  Illinois  and  Ohio 172,958  08 

Between  Illinois  and  Missouri 11,317  24 

192, 612  74 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  82,133.38  due 
on  contracts : 
On  account  of  appropriation  for  improvement  of  Mississippi 
River,  from  the  Illinois  to  the  Ohio,  approved  March  3,  1875 : 

For  application  between  Illinois  and  Ohio 12, 041  92 

For  application  between  Illinois  and  Missouri 3, 682  76 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876, 
for  improvement  of  Mississippi  River,  net  ween  the 
lUinois  and  Ohio: 

For  application  between  Illinois  and  Ohio  Rivers 150,000  00 

For  application  between  Illinois Bnd  Missouri  Rivers...       15,000  00 
For  application  between  Islands  No.  14  and  No.  15,  near 

the  town  of  Kaskaskia,  111 5,000  00 

For  application  between  the  foot  of  Dickey  Island  and 

the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River 30,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876,  for 
improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  River,  oppo- 
site the  city  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  by  the  construction  of  a 
low  dam  across  the  channel  east  of  Arsenal  Island,  known 

as  Cahokia  Chute,  and  in  the  revetment  of  said  island 29, 600  00 

245,324  68 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6,729,600  00 

Amount  required  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878 500, 000  00 

The  collection-district  in  which  the  work  is  located  is  New  Orleans. 
Amount  of  revenue  collected  at  the  port  of  Saint  Louis  for  the  fiscaj^ear  ending 
June  30,  1876,  was  ?  1,592,407.09.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  OSAGE  RIVER,  MISSOURI. 

The  funds  being  exhausted,  and  Oongress  making  no  provision  for 
further  work,  no  operations  were  carried  on  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Osage  Eiver  during  the  year. 

Under  authority  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  agreeably  to  adver- 
tisement, the  floating  and  other  property  pertaining  to  the  improve- 
ment was  sold  at  public  auction  on  the  1st  of  Jnly,  1875,  the  proceeds 
of  the  same,  less  expenses  of  sale,  being  turned  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 


M  3. 

survey  of  the  mississippi  river,  near  kaskaskia,  ill. 

Engineer  Office  United  States  Army, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo.y  April  28, 187G. 

General  :  I  send  herewith  a  tracing  of  the  recent  survey,  near  Kas- 
kaskia,  111.,  which  was  made  at  the  request  of  Hon.  William  Hartzell. 
The  tracing  shows  the  late  survey  in  black  lines,  and  the  surveys  of 
1873  and  1874  are  shown  in  blue. 

The  request  for  this  survey  was  based  upon  an  apprehension  that  the 
rapid  erosion  would  at  an  early  date  result  in  the  junction  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Kaskaskia.  The  survey  was  made  by  Assistant  Engineer 
Charles  S.  True,  from  whose  report  I  extract  the  following  description : 

The  sbortest  distance  between  the  two  rivers  is  above  the  upper  landing,  and  oppo- 
site tbe  western  bend  of  the  Kaskaskia  River.  This  distance  on  the  16th  of  March 
was  2,080  feet,  and  on  the  Idth  of  March  but  2,040  feet.  The  greatest  erosion  of  the 
bank  has  ocjcnrred  in  this  part  of  the  bend,  and  has  been  abont  650  feet  in  nineteen 
months.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  bend  the  bank  has  caved  bat  little.  At  the  lower 
landing,  Mr.  Stone's  warehouse  has  been  moved  once  since  the  survey  of  August,  1874. 
The  blocks  that  supported  the  rear  of  the  warehouse  in  its  former  position  still  re- 
main in  place,  and  measurements  shdw  the  distance  the  warehouse  has  been  moved  to 
be  74  feet.  The  rate  of  erosion  of  the  bank  is  irregular.  Daring  the  northwest  gale  of 
the  16th  and  17th  of  March,  the  bank  opposite  the  upper  cross-line  caved  back  40  feet, 
and  farther  down  stream  the  caving  was  still  greater.  These,  however,  were  extreme 
days.  Mr.  Chaunte's  warehouse  at  the  upper  landing  was  moved  back  from  the  river 
on  the  15th  of  March,  and  he  was  compelled  to  move  it  again  on  the  IHth,  to  prevent 
its  being  carried  away  by  the  river. 

While  the  Mississippi  has  advanced  towards  the  Kaskaskia  650  feet  in  19  months,  it 
has  made  the  greater  part  of  that  advance  since  the  1st  of  July,  1875. 

General  Warren's  map,  made  in  1867,  shows  the  distance  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Kaskaskia  Rivers,  where  it  is  now  least,  to  have  been  fully  1^  miles.  I  do  not 
know  the  date  when  the  Mississippi  was  as  shown  on  General  Warren's  map,  though 
it  was  probably  some  time  prior  to  the  date  of  the  map.  The  part  of  the  Kaskaskia 
surveyed  this  spring  is  nearly  the  same  now  as  then ;  thereiore  the  change  is  due 
almost  wholly  to  the  Mississippi.  General  Warren's  map  shows  a  broad  stream  of 
water  passing  to  the  eastward  of  Ste.  Genevieve  Island,  which  made  the  river  more 
direct  than  now,  and  the  current  must  have  been  more  nearly  parallel  with  the  Illinois 
shore. 

The  present  shape  of  Ste.  Genevieve  Bend  causes  the  water  to  flow  north  of  east, 
and  impinge  strongly  against  the  Illinois  shore,  where  the  Mississippi  is  nearest  the 
KaskasKia.  For  these  reasons  this  part  of  the  Mississipi^i  is  likely  to  advance  toward 
the  east  faster  in  the  future  than  it  has  in  the  past,  and  it  will  probably  be  but  a  few 
years  before  the  Kaskaskia  will  join  the  Mississippi  in  this  bend.  There  is  one  condi- 
tion under  which  this  will  not  occur.  Should  the  Mississippi  out  away  the  point  at 
the  foot  of  Ste.  Genevieve  Bend,  so  that  the  current  of  water  will  reach  the  Illinois 
shore  lower  down,  then  the  bend  in  the  Mississippi  will  follow  its  natural  tendency  to 
move  down  stream  and  pass  below  the  bend  in  the  Kaskaskia  River  without  cutting 
it.  It  is  more  probable,  however,  that  the  wear  of  tbe  point  at  Ste.  Genevieve  Benu 
will  be  too  slow  to  prevent  a  junction  of  the  two  rivers. 
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What  the  conseqaence  of  a  junction  of  the  river  in  Kaskaskla  Bend  may  be,  cannot 
be  foretold  with  certainty.  It  is  my  opinion  that  by  the  time  it  will  occur  the  main 
bend  of  the  Mississippi  will  have  moved  so  far  down  that  in  the  low-water  season  the 
part  of  the  Kaskaskia  River  below  the  junction  will  be  but  an  island  slough.  The 
Kaskaskia  has  a  clean,  well-shaped  channel  firom  500  to  600  feet  in  width,  and  excepting 
the  big  bend  at  the  upper  ferry  is  q^uite  direct  in  its  course  to  its  month.  From  Kas- 
kaskia Bend  to  Chester,  by  the  Mississippi  River,  the  distance  is  l&i  miles,  while  by  the 
Kaskaskia  River,  as  laid  down  on  General  Warren^s  map,  it  is  but  lOf  miles.  At  a  hi^h 
stage  of  water  the  cut-off  of  the  Kaskaskia  might  be  so  deepened  as  to  become  the 
main  channel.  At  a  stage  of  the  Mississippi  20  feet  above  low  water,  the  cross-section 
of  the  Kaskaskia  below  the  junction  wonla  be  not  less  than  5,000  square  feet,  and  the 
discharge  between  20,000  and  30,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  The  discharge  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi at  that  stage  is  about  300,000  cubic  feet  per  second,  and  the  cut-off  would  have 
so  small  a  part  of  this  that  it  might  fill  rather  than  deepen.  This  uncertainty  of  chan- 
nels is  well  illustrated  by  comparing  the  river  as  shown  on  General  Warren's  map 
with  its  condition  at  the  present  time.  On  the  map  a  broad  channel  is  shown  to  the 
eastward  of  Ste.  Genevieve  Island.  The  main  body  of  the  river  still  crosses  from  the 
lime-kiln,  above  Little  Rock,  to  the  Illinois  shore  at  the  head  of  the  island,  and  the 
eastern  side  of  the  island  seems  the  most  direct  and  probable  place  for  the  channel,  but 
instead  of  being  kept  open  by  the  river  it  has  been  filled  with  sand  and  the  wat-er  goes 
round  by  the  less  direct  bend.  The  channel  to  the  eastward  of  Grand  Tower  Island, 
when  General  Warren's  map  was  made,  was  a  narrow  slough,  and  I  have  been  told  by 
steamboat-men  that  that  was  its  condition  but  a  few  years  ago.  The  river  has  aban- 
doned the  direct  channel  to  the  eastward  of  Grand  Tower  Island  for  its  low-water 
work,  and  has  changed  the  crooked  narrow  slough  to  the  main  channel. 

Should  the  Mississippi  cut  through  to  the  Kaskaskia  and  fill  the  lower  part  of  the 
latter  river  with  sand,  it  would  have  no  injurious  effect  on  commerce;  nor  would  ic 
necessarily  have  a  bad  effect  should  the  Kaskaskia  cut-off  become  the  main  channel, 
but  a  division  of  the  river  would  be  decidedly  injurious  to  navigation.  To  prevent  a 
division  of  the  river  a  low  dam  could  be  built  across  the  Kaskaskia  below  the  junction, 
and  if  done  before  any  great  amount  of  cutting  of  the  banks  occurred,  its  probable 
cost  would  not  exceed  $35,000.  To  prevent  the  cut-off  being  made,  a  shore  protection 
of  stone  riprap  can  be  placed  in  the  bend.  This  protection  would  need  be  6,000  feet 
in  length,  and  to  have  5  cubic  yards  of  stone  per  linear  foot,  or  30,000  cubic  yards  of 
stone,  which,  at  $1.40  per  cubic  yard,  would  cost  $42,000.  A  shorter  or  lighter  waD 
would  be  liable  to  be  flanked  or  cut  through  by  the  river  and  become  an  obstmotion  to 
navigation. 

The  revetment  of  Kaskaskia  Bend  is  not  imperatively  demanded  by  the  present 
needs  of  navigation,  but  as  a  preventive  of  future  bad  results  a  protection  of  the  bank 
may  be  a  good  investment. 

Another  argument  for  a  revetment  at  the  present  time  is,  that  it  would  probablj 
preserve  a  better  condition  of  the  channel  and  currents  in  the  river  below  it,  and  so 
help  in  any  future  work  that  may  be  required  in  the  neighborhood  of  Kaskaskia  and 
Saline  Islands.  By  reference  to  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that  the  channel  which  has 
for  several  years  so  persistently  run  up  against  the  foot  of  Fairy  Island,  has  lately 
changed  lower  down  and  goes  direct  to  the  rock  bluff  below  the  Riviere  Aux  Yasser. 
This  channel  is  now  deep  and  direct,  and  promises  to  be  the  low-water  channel  for  the 
present  year.  Anything  that  helps  regulate  the  currents  above  will  be  beneficial  to 
til  is  part  of  the  river. 

Agreeing  with  Mr.  True  iu  his  opinion  that  the  probable  results  in 
case  of  a  junction  will  not  seriously  injure  navigation,  I  do  not  think 
that  a  protection  of  this  locality  is  demanded  now  as  an  improvement 
of  the  navigation,  although  the  protection  of  sach  bends,  and  prevention 
of  changes,  such  as  is  apprehended  here,  would  necessarily  follow  the 
improvement  of  the  channel  in  the  vicinity,  as  a  work  of  maintenance. 
Should  any  consideration  be  given  lo  the  preservation  of  valuable  land, 
then  the  matter  would  become  one  of  pressing  importance,  as  several 
thousand  acres  of  the  most  productive  land  in  the  country  are  in  danger; 
but  in  the  absence  of  any  authority  for  the  consideration  of  such  inter- 
ests, I  am  not  at  liberty  to  recommend  an  appropriation  for  the  protec- 
tion  of  this  locality  at  present. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Simpson, 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 
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survey  of  the  mississippi  river  in  the  vicinity  of  cairo. 

Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo,j  February  5, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  tracing  of  a  com- 
parative map  of  the  Mississippi  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Cairo,  showing 
the  changes  during  the  interval  between  July,  1874,  and  November, 
1875. 

The  shore-lines  in  black  are  those  given  by  the  survey  made  in  No- 
vember, 1875 ;  those  shown  in  yellow  are  from  careful  topographical 
sketches  made  at  the  time  the  triangulation  was  made  in  July,  1874. 
The  rapid  erosion  of  the  Illinois  shore  opposite  Eliza  Towhead  has 
caused  great  alarm  to  the  citizens  of  Cairo,  and  fear  that  the  Missis- 
sippi may  continue  to  work  its  way  toward  a  junction  with  the  Ohio 
above  the  city,  and  leave  the  city  on  an  island,  both  sides  of  which  will 
be  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  currents ;  or,  if  ilot,  that  the  bend  will 
approach  the  Ohio  at  a  lower  point,  and  in  that  case  endanger  the  site 
of  the  city.  They,  consequently,  as  I  have  been  informed,  propose  to 
apply  to  Congress  for  an  appropriation  for  the  protection  of  the  caving 
bank  from  near  the  foot  of  Dickey's  Island  to  the  spur-dikes  opposite  the 
town.  In  anticipation  of  such  application,  the  survey  of  November, 
1875,  was  made  in  order  that  the  necessary  information  might  be  in 
readiness  when  required  to  enable  Congress  to  pass  upon  the  propriety 
of  affording  the  relief  asked  for. 

In  order  to  fairly  represent  the  approximation  of  the  Mississippi  to- 
ward a  junction  with  the  Ohio  above  the  city,  the  shorelines  of  the 
Ohio  Eiver  have  been  carefully  transferred  from  a  map  published  in  the 
Coast-Survey  Report  for  1864,  (which  is  the  best  authority  in  possession 
of  this  oflSce,)  and  which  is  presumed  to  be  substantially  correct,  as  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio  are  judged  to  be  stable,  and  have  changed  but  slight- 
ly, if  at  all,  since  the  date  of  the  survey  used  as  authority. 

The  minimum  distance  between  the  two  rivers  is  thus  shown  to  be 
nearly  4,000  feet  now,  whereas  it  was,  in  July,  1874, 4,175  feet,  a  decrease 
of  175  feet  during  an  interval  of  fifteen  months.  The  point  of  least 
distance  between  the  rivers  does  not  coincide  with  the  locality  where 
the  greatest  erosion  has  occurred.  According  to  the  usual  tendency  of 
physical  changes  to  progress  down-stream,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
that  the  locality  of  greatest  erosion  the  coming  season  will  more  nearly 
coincide  with  the  point  of  least  distance  between  the  two  rivers.  Should 
this  be  the  case,  with  the  rate  of  maximum  erosion  in  the  past  as  an 
index  to  the  future,  the  distance  between  the  two  rivers  is  likely  to  be 
reduced  the  coming  season  to  about  3,500  feet.  By  scale- measurement 
on  the  Coast-Survey  map  of  1864,  the  distance  between  the  two  rivers 
was  then  4,888  feet,  and  a  map  made  in  the  oflfice  of  the  Cairo  and  Saint 
Louis  Railroad  makes  the  same  distance  4,800  feet.  The  later  map  was 
made  after  the  location  of  the  railroad,  which  was  made  in  the  autumn 
of  1871,  by  Mr.  S.  E.  McGregory,  who  is  now  an  assistant  in  this  office, 
and  bears  testimony  that  at  tbat  time  the  current  did  not  set  against 
the  bank  of  the  river,  a  statement  which  must  be  correct,  as  the  road 
was  finally  built  quite  close  to  the  river-bank,  which  certainly  would 
not  have  been  done  if  the  bank  had  been  caving  at  that  time.  These 
facts  confirm  the  older  maps  in  their  testimony  that  the  changes  were 
slight  between  1864  and  1871.  The  waste  between  1871  (and  probably 
a  considerably  later  date)  and  July,  1874,  must  have  been  about  625 
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feet.  The  changes  during  the  last  few  years  have  therefore  been  rapid, 
and  by  applying  the  rate  it  would  be  easy  to  calculate  the  comparatively 
short  period  required  to  establish  the  junction  of  the  two  rivers  above 
the  city. 

All  such  calculations  are  deceptive,  as  erosions  in  any  particular  lo- 
cality or  in  any  particular  direction  are  known  to  increase  to  a  maximafn 
and  then  decrease  to  a  practical  zero. 

The  apex  of  the  bend  will  move  down-stream,  and  the  point  of  maxi- 
mum erosion  travels  with  it.  I  therefore  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the 
apprehension  of  a  junction  of  the  rivers  above  the  city  is  nnfoanded, 
as  also  that  as  to  the  present  town-site  being  endangered  at  any  date 
within  prevision  now.  At  the  same  time  there  can  be  no  qnestion  but 
that  a  large  part  of  the  vacant  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  town  will  be 
cut  away  in  the  early  future,  unless  the  river  changes  the  course  of  its 
strongest  current,  which  there  is  no  apparent  reason  to  expect. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  bend,  as  it  now  exists,  a  series  of  spur-dikcs 
are  found  which  were  built  by  the  Cairo  Land  Company  in  the  period 
between  1858  and  1868,  to  check  a  then  threatening  erosion;  these 
dikes  doubtless  served  the  purpose  of  their  construction,  but  under  the 
new  conditions  are  themselves  exposed  to  an  attack  in  flank  to  which 
they  present  no  sufficient  resistance.  One  of  the  series  at  A  on  map 
has  already  been  detached  from  the  bank,  and  the  rock  of  which  it  was 
built  now  lies  in  mid-channel,  forming  a  dangerous  obstruction  and  also 
aiding  the  river  in  the  destruction  of  the  next  of  the  series  by  directing 
upon  its  flank  the  rapid  current  which  passes  between  its  remains  and 
the  shore.  This  second  spur  is  already  in  a  precarious  situation,  am! 
will  probably  before  spring  be  detached,  when  it  will  form  a  second 
dangerous  obstruction,  and  in  its  turn  hasten  the  destruction  of  the 
next  of  the  series,  and  thus  finally  all  will  be  detached. 

In  my  judgment  it  is  very  important  that  these  dikes  be  preserved, 
as  they  would  serve  as  an  efficient  protection  to  the  front  they  cover  if 
themselves  protected  from  flank  attack  by  works  above.  In  my  report 
upon  "Part  of  the  third  subdivision  of  Mississippi  transportation  routed 
(see  Appendix  CC  4,  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  second  part, 
page  492,)  I  said : 

To  maintain  that  navigation  will  require  the  revetment  or  other  protectioa  of  carine 
banks.  The  estimated  sum  of  $4,000,000  is  intended  to  cover  the  cost  of  such  work.>, 
to  preserve  the  channel  at  those  points  where  the  necessity  is  likely  to  occur. 

Further  examination  would  be  necessary  to  determine  where  works  of  this  character 
are  most  needed.  The  greater  part,  we  may  safely  say,  would  be  required  between 
Commerce  and  the  Ohio. 

The  bend  now  under  consideration,  and  also  the  succeeding  one  oo 
the  Missouri  shore  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  also  shown  on  the  map 
as  the  scene  of  very  active  erosion,  were  in  mind  when  that  report  was 
prepared  as  probably  the  first  localities  where  protective  works  of  serious 
extent  would  be  required,  and,  in  my  judgment,  the  necessity  for  protec- 
tive works  at  both  these  localities  is  immediate,  in  the  interest  of  an 
improved  navigation ;  because  the  position,  shape,  and  depth  of  chan- 
nel, throughout  the  part  of  the  river  shown  on  this  map,  are  now  favor- 
able, and  could  be  rendered  permanent  with  as  little  cost  as  will  ever  l»e 
possible  in  the  future,  and  conditions  equally  favorable  may  not  occur 
again  if  the  work  be  deferred ;  moreover,  delay  will  assuredly  resale  in 
transforming  the  spur-dikes  already  mentioned  from  beneficial  struc- 
tures to  dangers  similar  to  the  noted  Bacon  Rock  lately  removed  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  after  having  caused  many  disasters  to  boats. 

Passing  to  the  consideration  of  the  plans  proposed  for  the  protection 
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of  tbese  banks,  three  several  systems  are  suggested  as  probably  effective. 
The  first  is  a  suggestion  made  by  persons  living  at  Cairo,  and  contem- 
plates the  construction  of  a  dike  extending  from  the  Illinois  shore, 
near  the  upper  limit  of  the  map,  so  as  to  force  the  channel  to  the  right 
of  Eliza  Towhead.  This  is  objectionable  on  the  ground  that  it  involves 
a  radical  change,  which  cannot  be  secured  by  any  single  dike,  for  the 
reason  that  single  dikes  perpendicular  (or  approximately  so)  to  the  cur- 
rent have  no  determinate  effect ;  the  employment  of  such  dikes  is  legiti- 
mate only  in  systems^  and  a  series  of  dikes  sufficient  to  insure  the  result 
proposed  would  be  ver^'  expensive  in  this  locality.  The  second  plan  is 
to  protect  the  caving  bank  by  a  series  of  short  spur-dikes ;  and  the 
third  is  to  do  the  same  by  a  continuous  revetment.  The  experience 
gained  from  the  work  at  Sawyer  Bend,  above  Saint  Louis,  constructed 
under  this  Office,  affords  the  means  of  comparing  the  merits  of  these  two 
methods'  of  bank-protection.  Both  having  been  tested,  and  both  being 
successful,  the  choice  may  properly  be  left  to  consideration  of  cost  of 
construction  and  repair,  so  far  as  the  portion  of  the  bank  above  the 
ordinary  mean  stage  of  the  river  is  concerned.  Below  the  level  of  the 
mean  stage  no  dependence  is  to  be  placed  upon  any  work  which  is  not 
continuous. 

In  Sawyer  Bend,  both  revetment  and  spur-dike  rest  upon  a  heavy 
longitudinal  wall  of  riprap,  founded  in  a  trench  at  least  8  feet  below 
low  water  and  extending  5^  feet  above  extreme  low  water,  or  about  to 
the  level  of  mean  low  water  of  navigable  seasons.  Although  these 
works  have  stood  satisfactorily,  it  would  not  be  justifiable  to  duplicate 
them  in  the  light  of  present  experience,  since  a  cheaper  and  equally 
efficient  mode  of  construction  has  been  devised,  and  practically  tested, 
which  can  be  applied  to  cases  such  as  we  meet  in  the  vicinity  of  Cairo, 
where  the  depth  is  too  great  to  admit  of  the  use  of  piles,  and  tile  con- 
struction of  the  heavy  longitudinal  wall  which,  with  its  trench,  has 
consumed  the  greater  part  of  the  cost  of  the  Sawyer  Bend  work. 

The  method  now  pursued,  and  which  is  recommended  for  use  at  Cairo, 
is  to  use  continuous  rafts  of  brush,  formed  in  place,  and  extended  down 
stream  as  work  progresses ;  these  rafts  to  be  moored  so  as  to  hold  the 
inner  side  close  against  the  bank,  and  in  that  position  to  be  loaded 
with  riprap,  the  loading  to  progress  down  stream  and  from  the  bank 
outward,  so  as  to  firmly  anchor  the  inner  side  upon  the  slope  of  the 
bank,  and  avail  ourselves  of  the  tenacity  of  the  raft  to  carry  the  increas- 
ing load  of  riprap  gradually,  and  without  breach  of  continuity,  to  its 
final  resting-place  on  the  sloping  bottom.  Where  the  depth  is  consid- 
erable, these  rafts  must  be  proportionally  widened  to  reach  from  the 
foot  of  the  steep  part  of  the  bank  well  out  on  the  under-water  slope. 

In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  state  that,  however  steep  the  visible 
part  of  the  bank  may  be  below  ordinary  low  water,  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  between  the  Missouri  and  the  Ohio,  almost  invariably  pre- 
sent a  well-defined  declivity,  varying  from  1  to  2  horizontal  to  1  per- 
pendicular within  the  breadth  of  a  raft  of  ordinary  dimensions ;  more 
strictly,  the  declivity  is  a  curve,  approaching  the  horizontal  as  we  recede 
from  the  bank. 

Protection  of  this  character  extending  only  to  the  level  of  the  mean 
stage  is  not  claimed  to  prevent  the  erosion  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
bank  at  first,  but  is  designedly  left  at  that  point  in  order  that  a  further 
abrasion  may  take  place  above  that  level,  in  the  confident  expectation 
that,  the  foundation  remaining  secure,  only  surfac-ecurrents  will  act  on 
the  exposed  bank,  and  the  result  will  be  a  prolongation  of  the  lower 
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slope,  which  will  ultimately  assume  a  form  of  stability,  either  with  or 
without  artificial  assistance. 

The  length  of  bank  whose  protection  is  necessary,  immediately  above 
Cairo,  is  11,500  feet,  which,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $15  per  foot,  would 
cost  8172,500;  on  the  Missouri  side,  near  the  mouth  of  Ohio,  21,700 
feet,  at  $15  per  foot,  would  cost  8325,500;  total,  8497,500,  of  which 
8200,000  could  profitably  be  expended  during  the  season  of  1876. 

Works  of  protection  and  maintenance  having  been  separately  esti- 
mated in  the  report  on  transportation-routes  from  works  for  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation,  the  estimates  here  given,  being  for  protection, 
are  to  be  taken  from  the  84,000,000  item  of  the  estimate.  The  estimate 
of  funds  required,  specified  in  my  annual  report,  dated  July  12, 1875, 
having  been  for  improvement  works,  the  present  estimate  is  not  prop- 
erly provided  for  in  the  annual  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Simpson, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  U,  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U,  8.  A, 


APPENDIX   N. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  N.  MACOMB,  CORPS  OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 
1876. . 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Rock  Island,  III,  July  12, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  reports 
upon  the  several  works  in  my  charge  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on 
the  30th  June,  1876,  together  with  the  estimates  for  continuation  or 
maintenance  of  said  works  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1878. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Macomb, 
Colonel  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A, 
Brig.  Geu.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers, 


N  I. 

IMPROVING  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

The  usual  work  of  the  season  done  by  the  use  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Montana,  provided  with  one  of  Long's  scrapers,  was  conducted 
as  heretofore  by  Capt.  J.  B.  Davis,  whose  report  is  herewith  submitted, 
by  which  it  appears  that  important  aid  was  rendered  to  the  navigation, 
and  that  a  steamer  equipped  after  the  fashion  of  the  Montana  is  essential 
to  keeping  open  the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Eiver  on  the 
approach  of  the  low-water  stage  in  July,  and  during  its  continuance 
until  the  close  of  the  season.  It  is,  therefore,  with  confidence  that  I 
ask  for  an  appropriation  for  this  work,  for  the  coming  season,  large 
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enough  to  procare  a  new  hall  for  receiving  the  machinery  now  in  ase 
upon  the  Montana,  and,  from  my  experience  and  observation  upon  the 
lakes,  as  well  as  npon  the  western  rivers,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  be  true  economy  to  have  an  iron  hull  for  this  service. 

From  Captain  Davis's  report,  it  would  evidently  be  false  economy  to 
continue  the  Montana  in  use  after  the  present  season  on  account  of  the 
large  outlay  that  would  be  necessary  for  repairs. 

KSTIMATE. 

For  Dew  iron  hnll,  incladiDg  iron  deck,  deck  frame,  boiler-deck  stanchionSi 

and  engine  timbers $55,000  00 

For  three  steel  boilers  complete 5,000  00 

For  cabin,  sheet-iron  wheel-houses,  and  other  upper  work 5, 000  00 

For  transferring  and  setting  up  machinery,  i&c,  in  new  boat 1,500  00 

66,500  00 
For  current  expense  of  boat  and  working  party,  for  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  lb76 * 25,000  00 

Total 91,500  00 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $23,539  49 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 i^l,  929  63 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 1,609  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.  91, 500  00 


report  of  captain  john  b.  davis. 

United  States  Engineer  Office,     • 
Rock  Island,  III,  June  30, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  operations  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Montana,  in  improving  the  Upper  Mississippi  River  during  the  working 
season  of  1875. 

The  Montana  left  Rock  Island  on  the  7th  of  July  for  Saint  Paul,  with  the  United 
States  quarter-boat  Maj.  £.  F.  Hoffmann  in  tow,  and  with  instructions  to  render  assist- 
ance to  Assistant  Engineer  C.  W.  Durham  and  party,  who  were  engaged  in  snrveyiug 
some  of  the  obstructed  portions  of  the  upper  river.  Arrived  at  Saint  Paul  on  the  *12th 
of  July,  where  we  remained  until  the  14th,  during  which  time  the  surveying  party  were 
engaged  in  making  an  examination  of  Pig's  Eye  Bar,  and  observing  the  efSct  npon  the 
channel  caused  by  the  dam  built  by  the  Montana,  in  1874. 

On  the  14th  of  July  the  Montana  again  took  the  quarter -boat  in  tow,  and  remained  in 
company  until  the  27th,  working  in  the  vicinity,  while  the  surveying  party  made  sur- 
veys at  Brownsville,  Cassville  Slough.  Specht's  Ferry,  Dead  Man's  Bar,  Bellevue,  Lyons, 
Horse  Island,  and  Keithsburgh.  On  the  27th  of  July,  leaving  the  quarter-boat  at  Keiths- 
burgh,  the  Montana  returned  to  Rook  Island,  and,  taking  you  on  board,  proceeded  to 
Montrose,  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  inspection  of  the  United  States  works 
of  improvement  at  Des  Moines  Rapids  in  your  charge.  Left  Montrose  on  the  31st,  and 
proceeded  up  river,  removing  all  snags,  stumps,  and  leaning  trees  on  our  way.  Arrived 
at  Pine  Bend  on  August  12,  and  found  only  2^  feet  of  water  on  the  bar ;  ran  down  to 
Beef  Slough,  dredged  the  bar  at  that  point,  and  then  proceeded  to  La  Crosse  Slough, 
and  cleared  the  slough  of  obstructions  on  the  18th,  the  channel  having  changed  to  the 
eastern  side  of  Minnesota  Island ;  ran  down  to  Bellevue,  and  spent  ten  days  dredging  at 
Bellevue  and  Sand  Prairie  Bars. 

Having  learned  that  there  was  a  dangerous  stump  in  the  channel  at  the  head  of 
Cassville  Slough,  which  had  lojared  and  nearly  sunk  the  steamer  Minneapolis,  we  ran 
up  to  that  point  and  removed  it ;  the  river  having  risen  several  feet,  we  then  proceeded 
to  Boulanger's  Bar  above  Hastings,  and  commenced  building  a  dam  according  to  your 
tlirections  on  the  9th  September.  Worked  at  Boulanger's  until  1st  of  October,  at 
which  time  the  dam  was  completed,  it  being  460  feet  in  length.  This  dam  increased 
the  depth  of  water  in  the  main  channel  fully  18  inches. 
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Commencefl  work  at  Pig's  Ej^e  October  4,  iu  strengthening?  the  dam  at  that  point 
and  in  riprapping  the  western  shore  opposite  the  head  of  Pig*s  Eye  Island,  which 
work  was  completed  on  November  2. 

The  result  of  this  dam  has  been  an  increase  of  18  inches  depth  of  water  on  Pig's  Eye  Bar, 
80  that  this  bar  which  was  formerly  the  worst  obstruction  to  navigation  iu  the  upper 
river,  and  which  caused  boats  to  turn  back  when  only  5  miles  from  Saint  Paul,  is  now 
]>ermanently  improved,  and  it  is  thought  that  there  will  always  be  sufficient  water  on 
this  bar  for  boats  which  have  been  able  to  come  up  to  it  from  below. 

Left  Saint  Paul  November  4,  and  ran  down  to  Coon  Slough,  17  miles  below  La 
Crosse,  and  dug  a  ditch  to  straighten  the  channel,  excavating  1,116  cubic  yards  of 
earth  ;  ran  down  to  Rock  Island,  arriving  on  November  15.  On  the  16th,  ran  down  to 
a  point  a  short  distance  below  Buifalo,  Iowa,  aud  removed  a  large  bowlder  from  the 
channel ;  by  your  directions  ran  down  to  Port  Louisa  and  removed  two  large  trees 
that  were  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  and  also  one  snag  at  Muscatine  Island ;  laid  up  at 
Rock  Island  November  20,  barely  in  time  to  escape  the  ice. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  performed  during  the  working  season  by 
the  steamer  Montana  in  the  hscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 : 

SUMMARY. 

12  steamers  pulled  off  sand-bars  ;•  1  raft  pulled  off  sand-bars ;  4  barges  pulled  off  sand- 
bars ;  1  wharf-boat  pulled  off  shore  ;  38  snags  extracted :  9  stumps  extracted ;  169  lean- 
ing trees  removed ;  18  channel-marks  placed,  (shore  marks  for  ranges ;)  11  buoys  placed 
to  mark  channel ;  14  days  dredging  bars;  2  bow^lders removed ;  1.116  cubic  yards  earth 
excavated ;  10  barge-loads  stone  put  on  Pig's  Eye  Dam  ;  7  barge-loads  stone  put  on  Pig's 
Eye  Riprap ;  16  barge-loads  stone  put  on  Boulanger's  Dam. 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  aud  thirty-five  miles  run  in  prosecution  of  the  above 
work. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  work  of  building  dams 
at  Pig's  Eye  and  Boulangei^s  has  been  done  at  times  when  the  water  was  at  sach  a 
stage  that  the  Montana  could  be  spared  from  her  other  duties  of  dredging,  removing 
snags,  aud  assisting  steamers,  and  with  the  small  crew  at  our  command  aud  the  small 
appropriation  (^25,000)  the  work  was  necessarily  slow,  requiring  three  seasons  to  ac- 
complish the  desired  result. 

You  are  also  aware  that  a  great  deal  of  experimental  work  has  been  done  under  yoar 
directions,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  kind  of  dams  would  be  the  most  efficient  and  perma- 
neut.  As  these  dams  above  mentioned  are  the  first  that  have  been  constructed  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi  River,  and  have  produced  the  desired  result,  viz,  4^  feet  at  the  lew- 
est  stage  of  water,  it  only  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  will  be  permanent  in  order 
to  proclaim  their  complete  success.  I  would  further  state  that  the  steamboat-owners, 
steamboat-men,  and  lumbermen  are  all  highly  pleased  with  your  plan  of  improving  the 
I  iver,  and  hope  that  Congress  will  make  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  enable  you  to 
continue  the  good  work  next  season. 

The  steamer  Montana  is  now  twelve  years  old.  With  an  outlay  for  repairs  of  about 
$1,500  she  can  run  during  the  working  season  of  1876,  but  it  will  require  a  very  heavy 
repair  account  after  this  season  to  keep  her  in  a  seaworthy  condition,  and  the  expense 
will  increase  yearly  as  she  grows  older.  Her  machinery  is  excellent  and  could  be  used 
to  good  advantage  in  a  new  boat. 

The  boilers  would  not  be  suitable  to  transfer  to  another  hull,  and  consequently  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  new  steel  boilers  for  a  new  steamer.  In  my  opinion  an 
iron  hull  to  receive  the  Montana's  machinery  should  be  of  the  following  dimensions,  viz: 
Length  on  deck,  190  feet ;  breadth  of  beam,  37  feet ;  depth  of  hold,  5^  feet.  Model  full, 
with  transom  stern. 

An  iron  hull  of  these  dimensions  with  the  Montana's  machinery  and  a  small  cabin 
for  the  officers  should  not  exceed  24  inches  draught  when  completed. 

The  draught  of  the  Montana  is  now  3  feet  3  inches,  which  is  entirely  too  much  for 
effective  work  in  low  water  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  River. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  age  of  the  Montana,  her  heavy  draught,  and  the  laigc 
amount  it  will  take  yearly  for  repairs,  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  true  economy  and  to 
the  interest  of  the  Government  to  build  an  iron-hull  steamer  to  take  the  Montana^s 
place  by  next  season. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JoHjj  B.  Davis. 

Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Efujweersj  V.  S.  A. 
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N   2. 
IMPROVING  DES  MOINES  R4.PIDS.  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

This  work  has  contioued  in  the  immediate  care  of  Capt.  Amos 
Stickney,  Corps  of  Eogineera,  and  has  been  ably  managed  by  him.  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  his  report  herewith  presented  for  detailed  informa- 
tion as  to  the  progress  of  the  improvement. 

The  work  of  laying  riprap  face  on  the  banks  of  the  canal  has  been 
prosecuted  energetically,  the  stone  for  that  purpose  being  purchased  on 
advantageous  terms  in  open  market.  The  inside  face  of  the  canal-em- 
bankment, between  the  guard-lock  and  middle  lock,  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  all  but  one  of  the  creeks  and  small  streams  empyting  into 
this  level  have  been  curbed  with  permanent  loose  stone  dams,  and  silt- 
pools  formed  so  as  to  prevent  the  canal  from  being  encumbered  with 
debris  from  these  sources. 

Much  work  was  done  during  the  year  in  excavating  the  prism  of  the 
canal,  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  much  more  expensive  undertaking  than 
had  been  anticipated.  The  creek-openings  not  having  been  protected 
by  the  contractors  at  work  in  former  years,  large  quantities  of  mud  and 
other  material  had  been  washed  into  the  canal,  requiring  a  great  deal  of 
labor  for  its  removal,  even  at  poinlis  where  the  excavation  had  been  fin- 
ished. The  work  went  on,  however,  for  some  time  satisfactorily,  until 
the  floods  of  September  filling  the  canal  compelled  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion. 

Captain  Stickney  estimates  the  damage  done  by  these  floods  at 
$20,000.  On  the  subsidence  of  the  water,  work  was  again  resumed,  and 
at  present  writing  but  very  little  labor  is  required  for  finishing  this  part 
of  the  improvement. 

Considerable  trouble  was  experienced  in  stopping  the  leaks  under  the 
canal-banks,  but  this  was  at  length  accomplished. 

For  excavating  a  channel  through  Montrose  Chain,  to  perfect  the 
navigation  to  deep  water  above  the  guard-lock,  a  large  coffer-dam  was 
constructed,  5,782  feet  in  length  and  including  95  acres  of  river.  This 
was  a  work  of  great  magnitude  and  risk,  and  was  pushed  to  completion 
on  the  24th  of  August,  at  which  time  it  was  pumped  dry  and  the  bottom 
laid  bare.  The  work  of  excavation  was  immediately  begun  and  pushed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  on  the  3d  of  September,  owing  to  a 
crevice  in  the  bed-rock,  a  leak  sprung  which  undermined  the  walls  and 
flooded  the  dam. 

The  dam  was  repaired,  and  work  was  resumed  on  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber. On  this  day  there  was  an  unprecedented  rise  in  the  river,  which, 
in  spite  of  every  effort,  caused  a  break  in  the  dam,  some  600  feet  of 
which  was  carried  away.  Owing  to  the  continuance  of  high  water  in 
the  river,  repairs  on  the  dam  were  not  completed  until  the  12th  October, 
at  which  time  a  force  of  900  men  was  put  on  the  work,  which  was  car- 
ried on  until  the  2d  January,  1876,  when  the  dam  was  overwhelmed  and 
carried  away  by  another  terrible  flood.  Notwithstanding  these  misfor- 
tunes, involving  great  expense  and  causing  a  diversion  of  funds  intended 
for  other  portions  of  the  improvement  to  this  work,  the  dam  was  again 
rebuilt,  and  work  resumed  on  February  7  and  continued  until  February 
24,  when  the  appropriations  were  exhausted.  At  this  time  the  excava- 
tion of  the  channel  was  completed,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  patch 
of  rocknear  the  head  of  the  dam.  In  spite  of  the  numerous  disasters 
experienced,  the  cost  per  cubic  yard  of  rock  excavated  was  only  about 
one-half  the  usual  price  of  similar  work  done  by  contract. 
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Another  smaller  dam  was  built  below  the  Montrose  Dam,  from  which 
8,469  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  taken. 

Three  chisel-boats  were  employed  during:  a  portion  of  the  year  in  re- 
moving various  patches  of  rock  above  the  Montrose  dam. 

During  the  year  work  upon  the  guard-lock  has  been  carried  on  nearly 
to  completion,  the  remainder  of  the  stone  being  on  hand,  cut  ready  for 
use,  and  had  the  appropriation  not  been  exhausted,  this  lock  would  have 
been  ready  for  navigation  during  the  low-water  season  of  1876. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  contractors  to  deliver  the  lumber  in  sea- 
son, work  upon  the  lock-gates  was  much  delayed.  The  gates  of  the 
upper  and  lower  locks  are,  however,  nearly  completed,  and  the  labor 
yet  to  be  done  is  principally  putting  up  the  gates  and  fitting  the  iron- 
work to  them.   ' 

The  hydrkulic  machinery  designed  for  operating  the  lock-gates  is 
nearly  finished,  and  has  been  (X)nstructed,  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Captain  Stickney,  by  Sample,  McElroy  &  Co.,  of  Keokuk, 
Iowa.  A  great  portion  of  this  machinery  has  been  delivered  or  is  ready 
for  delivery,  and  some  of  it  has  been  placed  in  position.  For  a  full  de- 
scription of  the  machinery  and  the  engine-houses  designed  for  its  recep- 
tion, one  of  which  is  already  built,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Stick- 
ney's  report. 

The  amount  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  work  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  is  $J:0,000,  an  appropriation  of  which 
amount  is  respectfully  recommended. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $582,889  88 

Amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 582,  889  *^ 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 230, 000  (n) 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 95,  000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878, 
includiug  amount  for  annual  maintenance 135,  000  00 


REPORT  OF  CAPT.  AMOS  Sl'ICKNKY,  CORPS  OF  EXGINRBRS. 

United  States  Engineer  Ofkick, 

Keokukj  latoa,  June  30,  1876. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  on  tb« 
work  of  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  Rapi(£  of  the  Mississippi  River  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  there  remained  on  hand  from  last  year's  appropriatioD 
$101,889.88.  The  amount  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875, 
was  ^480,000.  The  project  for  carrying  on  the  work  during  the  year,  in  addition  to 
work  previously  projected,  was  as  follows : 

Excavation  of  channel  through  Montrose  chain  and  patches. 

Construction  of  gates  in  locks  and  sluices  together  with  njachinery. 

Procuring  stone  and  building  face  of  riprap-wall  on  embankmeiit.*^ 

Finishing  up  prism  of  canal. 

Work  was  carried  on  under  all  of  these  heads  until  the  latter  part  of  February,  whi^n 
it  became  necessary  to  stop  every  thing  on  account  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropri- 
ations. The  survey  of  the  upper  part  of  the  rapids  made  last  summer  developed  the 
fact  that  the  estimates  of  rock  excavation  through  Montrose  Chain  and  patches,  miule 
frgm  the  survey  of  1867,  were  too  small  by  25,200  yards,  and  during  the  itrocress  of  our 
work  on  Montrose  Chain  and  patches  in  the  past  year  the  necessities  of  the  case  re- 
quired me  to  use  upon  it  and  divert  from  other  parts  of  the  improvement  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  the  money  that  had  been  allotted  to  tJiem,  and  thus  those  other  parts 
which  I  had  intended  to  complete  are  still  in  an  unfinished  condition.  In  addition  to 
the  increase  in  the  amount  of  rock  excavation,  we  have  had  a  most  miserable  seaaoa 
for  our  work,  the  great  quantity  of  rain  and  the  many  floods  of  the  river  have  kept  ns 
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in  a  constant  state  of  anxiety  and  have  added  very  materially  to  the  cost  of  almost 
every  part  of  the  work,  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  increase  the  amount  asked  for 
the  completion  of  the  work.  There  has  been  very  f^reat  satisfiiction  daring  the  year  in 
the  manner  of  doin^  the  work,  that  is,  by  hired  labor,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  labor  in  my  ofiice  has  been  very  greatly  increased  thereby.  Every  thing  has 
worked  smoothly  under  this  system,  the  work  is  better  done  and  costs  less,  yet  labor- 
ers receive  more;  and  we  can  rest  with  the  calm  assurance  that  no  contractor's  claims 
can  arise. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  work  on  the  various  parts  of  the  im- 
provement . 

SKCTION  WORK. 

The  beginning  of  July,  1875,  found  this  portion  of  the  improvement  beiuDj  pushed 
forward  as  energetically  as  the  continued  and  excessive  rains  which  had  Hooded  most 
of  the  work  would  allow,  and  on  account  of  the  frequent  floodings  the  quarrying  of 
stone  for  riprap-wall  from  the  prism  of  canal  having  become  too  expeusive,  it  was  de- 
cided to  depend  upon  the  market  for  purchasing  all  such  stone. 

The  quarry  gangs  were  couse^iucntly  transferred  to  the  other  portions  of  the  work. 

LAYIXd   KIP-RAr  FACE  OX   THE  BANKS  OF  THE  CANAL, 

A  large  quantity  of  stone  was  purchased  in  open  market,  and  as  many  men  kept  on 
the  wall  as  could  work  to  advantage,  laying  up  not  only  the  purchased  stone,  but  such 
as  had  already  been  placed  on  the  banks  for  that  purpose,  during  previous  years,  with 
the  following  result : 

From  the  guard-lock  to  the  middle-lock,  a  distance  of  about  5  miles,  the  inside  face 
of  the  canal  embankment  is  now  built  up  to  high-water  mark  in  the  canal,  with  the 
exception  of  a  small  gap,  and  nearly  all  (except  about  500  feet)  of  the  shore  bank  is  pro- 
tected in  the  same  manner  where  required.'  All  but  one  of  the  creeks  and  small  streams 
emptying  into  this  upper  level  have  been  curbed  by  permanent  loose  stone  dams  built 
across  the  mouths,  thereby  forming  silt  pools  that  effectually  prevent  the  debris  from 
the  streams  being  washed  into  the  channel.  Th^  inside  face  of  the  embankment 
through  the  lower  level,  about  2^  miles  in  length  is  generally  protected  by  a  wall  4 
feet  and  over  above  grade,  although  for  some  distance  (3,000  feet)  it  is  only  about 
2  feet  above  grade. 

The  small  streams  of  which  there  are  three,  emptying  into  this  level,  hare  not  as  yet 
been  guarded. 

This  makes  9,200  lineal  feet  of  embaukment,  and  5,300  lineal  feet  of  shore  bank  in 
the  upper  level  thoroughly  protect-od  and  finished  to  the  8  feet  or  high-water  line  this 
year,  which  with  what  has  previously  been  done,  places  that  portion  of  the  prism  in 
a  conditiou  to  receive  water  for  navigation. 

And  9,G00  lineal  feet  of  embankment  in  the  lower  level  upon  which  wall  has  been 
laid,  although  3,000  feet  is  but  2  feet  above  grade,  the  balance  being  4  feet  and  over. 
This  will  soon  admit  of  water  being  let  into  the  level,  and  stone  for  riprap  delivered 
by  means  of  boats. 

FINISHING  PRIS.M  OF  CANAL. 

This  has  been  found  a  much  more  expensive  undertaking  than  was  anticipated 
Owing  to  irregular  and  incomplete  appropriations,  some  of  the  previous  contracts  had 
been  stopi>ed  prematurely,  and  large  quantities  of  material  scattered  over  considerable 
space,  necessarily  remained  in  the  canal. 

The  openings  from  the  creeks  had  never  been  properly  protected  until  the  present 
season,  and  in  consequence,  the  debris  from  frefiuent  and  heavy  tloods  had  again  par- 
tially filled  the  prism,  even  where  the  excavation  had  been  completed.  Most  of  this 
material  was  soft  mud,  and  difficult  to  remove.  There  were  also  numerous  bowlders 
where  the  natural  bottom  of  the  river  had  been  enclosed  in  the  embankment,  stumps 
of  trees,  old  logs,  and  guard  or  cross  banks  which  had  been  built  to  facilitate  the  exca- 
vation, all  of  which  had  to  be  removed. 

The  work  went  on  satisfactorily  until  the  floods  of  September,  1875,  came,  and  filled 
the  whole  canal  with  water;  all  the  creeks  were  bank  full ;  the  river  rose  rapidly,  and 
bucking  up  into  the  lower  level,  caused  a  suspension  of  work  for  some  time. 

During  the  flood  a  great  deal  of  damage  (besides  the  delay  tvhich  in|itsolf  was  a  very 
serious  damage)  was  done,  and  it  together  with  the  unprecedented  floods  about  New 
Year's  day  of  1876,  are  estimated  to  have  increased  the  cost  of  this  portion  some  $20,000. 
However,  as  the  men  were  thoroughly  organized  and  were  skilled,  the  work  was  pushed 
as  rapidly  as  {lossible  until  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation  required  it  to  be  stop- 
ped. The  operations  under  this  head  during  the  year  give  the  following  results :  The 
opper  level  between  the  guard  and  middle  locks,  with  the  exception  of  removal  of  one 
guurd-bank  a  mile  below  the  guard-lock,  is  entirely  finished  and  ready  for  wa^r.    The 
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lower  level  between  the  middle  and  lower  locks  requires  some  little  excavation  jost 
telow  the  middle  lock  and  the  removal  of  the  guard-bank  at  the  head  of  the  lower  lock 

STOPPING  LEAKS  IJNDER  CAXAL  BANKS. 

This  work,  although  like  all  the  rest  during  the  last  fiscal  year  much  delayed  and  in- 
•creased  in  cost  by  the  disastrous  Hoods  of  the  fall  and  winter,  was  finished  satisfactorily. 

Work  had  been  resumed  in  June,  1875,  upon  the  large  leak  under  the  bank  one-half 
mile  below^  the  middle  lock.  It  was  found  to  be  very  much  larger  than  bad  been  antici- 
pated. The  success  met  with  in  endeavoring  to  close  the  other  leaks  having  been  so 
marked,  it  was  hoped  there  would  be  but  little  trouble  with  this,  but  it  was  fonod 
decidedly  otherwise. 

The  crevice  in  the  bed-rock  of  the  river  through  which  thousands  of  gallons  of  watn 

E cured  into  the  canal,  was  from  2  to  4  ftet  below  grade,  and  in  order  to  get  at  it,  aboal 
alf  of  the  embankment  for  a  length  of  500  feet  had  to  be  removed,  and  the  rock  exca- 
vated under  water,  which  was  tedious  and  expensive.  After  the  crevice  had  been 
thoroughly  exposed  the  trench  was  mostly  filled  with  concrete,  and  a  pnddle-wall 
carried  along  through  the  bank,  which  almost  completely  stopped  the  leak. 

The  bank  has  since  been  rebuilt  and  the  bottom  of  the  slope  protected  by  a  well 
built  riprap-wall  abeut  4  feet  above  grade.  *  . 

MONTROSE  DAM. 

The  water  having  subsided  sufficiently  after  the  June  freshet,  work  upon  the  large 
•cofi'er  around  the  upper  or  Montrose  Chain  was  carried  on  vigorously,  and  about  August 
13, 1875,  the  dam  was  closed  and  pumping  commenced. 

The  projecting  and  energetic  pushing  of  this  large  dam  to  completion,  5,78*2  feet  in 
length,  and  inclosing  95  acres  of  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  has  been  a  work  of  con- 
siderable magnitude  and  great  risk.  By  the  24th  of  August,  the  water  having  been 
pumped  out,  the  excavation  of  rock  in  the  tshannel  was  commenced.  Men  were  placed 
upon  the  work  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  obtained.  Rock  was  being  excavated  and 
placed  in  **  spoil  bank  "  up  to  the  3d  of  September,  when,  owing  to  a  crevice  in  the  bed- 
rock, a  leak  sprung  near  the  eugine  and  pump  at  the  lower  end  of  the  dam,  a  portion 
of  the  walls  were  undermined,  and,  being  unable  to  withstand  the  weight  of  the  im- 
pending water,  were  crushed,  and  in  less  than  40  minutes  the  dam  was  nooded.  Ibis 
was  merely  a  premonition  of  the  many  and  dinastrous  accidents  it  was  doomed  to  suf- 
fer. Next  day  repairs  were  commenced;  on  the  8th  of  September  the  dam  was  afain 
pumped  and  work  resumed.  On  that  day  an  nuusually  heavy  rain-storm  occarred,  which 
raised  all  the  small  streams  throughout  this  section  of  country.  The  Missipsippi,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  rivers,  rose  to  the  height  of  the  spring  floods.  The  dam 
l>eing  greatly  threatened,  it  became  necessary  to  cut  it  and  let  it  fill,  and  again  tbe 
work  was  stopped.  This,  however,  was  justifiable,  for  in  a  day  or  two  the  whole  dam 
was  nearly  submerged,  and  on  account  of  the  difference  of  level  at  the  head  and  foot 
the  strong  cnrreut  soon  cut  through  the  filling  of  the  walls  of  thecofiers  and  aboat600 
feet  of  the  dam  was  carried  away,  making  a  cross>current  that  caused  a  heavy  log-raft 
to  float  in  and  unship  the  engine  and  pump  at  the  lower  end  and  drop  them  into  tbe 
river,  which,  together  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  small  tools  and  material  of  variooi 
kinds,  was  quite  a  serious  misfortune. 

As  the  flood  had  subsided  sufficiently  by  the  23d  of  September,  repairs  were  inang- 
urated  and  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible ;  the  engine  and  pump  lost  overboard  were 
recovered,  and  by  October  12  pumping  was  resumed,  and  on  the  21st  work  in  the  roci^ 
again  commenced.  Men  were  employed  rapidly  until  a  force  of  over  900  were  at  work 
in  the  pits.  All  things  seemed  to  connive  at  success,  which  would  have  resulted, 
despite  the  disastrous  overflow  of  September,  1875,  had  not  the  tremendoua  apd 
unprecedented  storm  and  rainfall  about  the  end  of  December  raised  the  river  again. 
The  Montrose  dam  was  heroically  held  until  almost  the  very  top  of  the  rise  by  Captaio 
Anderson,  the  overseer,  who,  with  his  force,  worked  nobly  night  and  day.  But  daring 
the  dark  hours  of  the  night  of  January  2, 1876,  the  rapidly  rising  waters  got  the  start, 
further  efforts  were  useless,  and  the  dam  was  soon  reduced  to  the  same  condition  asio 
September.  Both  of  these  floods,  unprecedented  at  this  season  of  tbe  year,  and  at 
a  time  when  low  water  generally  obtains,  being  whollv  unexpected,  were  nupio- 
vided  for.  Tbe  immense  structure  was  overwhelmed,  the  consequences  disastroos: 
tools  and  material  lost,  time  expended,  gangs  disorganized  and  men  demoraliised  h 
^as  t  uheartening,  but  unavoidable.  In  spite,  however,  of  these  misfortunes,  tbe 
work  was  nearly  completed. 

After  the  second  and  unprecedented  flood  of  January  2, 1876,  it  was  a  mooted  qu^ 
tion  whether  to  go  on  or  wait  until  the  next  season.  The  matter  was  referred  to  tbe 
Chief  of  Engineers,  with  your  recommendation,  coinciding  with  my  own,  that  tbe 
work  be  resumed  at  once,  and  by  his  authority,  in  a  letter  of  January  15,  1876,  repain 
were  inaugurated,  the  dam  rebuilt,  pumping  commenced  by  January  31,  and  woric  in 
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the  cfaanDel  resamed  on  February  7, 1876.  During  a  cold  snap,  experienced  while  tho 
water  was  being  pumped  out,  about  6  inches  of  ice  formed  in  the  dam,  which,  settling 
on  the  tracks  and  in  the  pit,  caused  considerable  trouble  and  expense.  Again,  about 
Februar;^  10,  owing  to  a  recurrence  of  soft  weather  and  heavy  rains,  the  river  rose^ 
threatening  another  overflow.  Prompt  measures  were  adopted.  The  dredge,  for- 
tunately, was  at  hand  and  was  set  at  work.  By  energetic  and  ceaseless  labor  for 
three  days  and  nights,  the  walls  of  the  coffer  were  raised  fast  enough  to  beat  tho 
rising  waters,  and  the  dam  was  saved,  so  that  by  the  24th  of  February,  when,  on 
account  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation,  it  became  necessary  to  stop  work 
entirely,  there  was  a  channel  200  feet  wide  the  whole  length  of  the  dam,  3,160  feet» 
and  only  a  small  patch  at  the  head  that  reiiuired  blasting,  and  I  or  2  piles  of  loose  rook 
on  the  side  to  be  removed.  It  was  a  big  undertaking,  full  of  risk,  and  required  con- 
stant vigilance  and  hard  work,  but  the  expense  account  shows  that  the  work  has  been 
done  for  about  one-half  the  cost  per  vard  of  the  same  kind  of  work  that  has  hereto- 
fore been  done  under  contract  for  the  Government,  with  a  result  of  43,606. 75  cubic 
yards  of  rock  excavated  and  placed  in  spoil-bank,  at  a  cost  of  about  $5  per  cubic 
yard.  The  spoil-bank  runs  parallel  to  the  line  of  channel  excavation ;  is  50  feet 
removed,  located  upon  the  west  or  Iowa  side,  and  raised  above  extreme  high-water^ 
making  an  excellent  gnide  for  navigatiou. 

COFFER  DAM,  NO.  2. 

This  dam  incloses  a  portion  of  the  river  immediately  above  the  channel  already  ex- 
cavated for  an  entrance  to  tho  guard-lock,  and  had  just  been  commenced,  when  the 
flood  of  September  struck  it  and  washed  away  all  but  the  protection  cribs;  when  the 
water  had  subsided  sufficiently,  work  was  resumed  and  by  September  26,  the  pumps 
were  started  and  shortly  afterward  about  300  men  were  employed  excavating  the  rock 
from  the  channel. 

Owing  to  the  peculiarly  uneven  bottom  of  the  river  at  this  point,  it  was  found  very 
difficult  to  keep  the  water  out  of  the  dam,  but  considerable  experience,  and  the  posses- 
sion of  men  skilled  in  this  class  of  work  overcomes  these  troubles,  and  by  Christmas 
day  of  December,  1875,  the  last  blast  was  fired,  the  bottom  of  the  channel  thoroughly 
cleaned,  the  pumps  stopped  and  the  dam  allowed  to  fill ;  finished  in  61  days,  only  5 
days  before  the  disastrous  flood  that  swamped  the  big  dam  around  the  Montrose  chain, 
with  a  result  of  1,752  feet  of  dam,  inclosing  11|  acres,  and  8,469  cubic  yards  of  rock 
excavated  and  placed  in  spoil  bank,  which  bank  is  located  similarly  to  the  one  at  the 
upper  chain. 

ROCK  EXCAVAfflOX  BY  CHISEL-BOAT. 

Three  of  these  boats  have  been  employed  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  various 
patches  that  interfere  with  navigation  between  the  upper  chain  and  Nashville  cross- 
ing. 

They  continued  working  to  tolerably  good  advantage  with  only  &few  delays  caused 
by  inevitable  accidents  to  their  machinery,  or  being  forced  from  their  position  by 
careless  navigation  of  rafts,  from  July,  1875,  until  November  22, 1875,  when  on  ac- 
count of  heavy  ice  floating  in  the  river,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  keep  them  in 
position,  consequently  that  portion  of  the  work  was  abandoned  temporarily  and  the 
boats  discharged.  As  a  result  of  the  season's  work  3,342.75  cubic  yards  of  rock  have 
been  chiseled  at  a  eost  of  $20,175.41  or  t6.04  per  yard.  This  rock  has  not  yet  been 
dredged  up,  but  will  be  when  the  necessary  funds  are  available.  Nothing  has  been 
done  on  the  work  during  the  last  4  months  of  the  fiscal  year  on  account  of  the  exhaus- 
tion of  the  appropriation.  In  April,  the  river  rose  threatening  a  serious  overflow  where 
the  bank  was  weakened  by  the  sluice  at  the  guard- lock  liaving  been  constructed 
through  it,  and  but  partially  completed.  A  few  men  were  stationed  there  while  the 
danger  existed,  and  by  persevering  efforts  succeeded  in  preventing  any  damage. 

This  was  the  highest  water  experienced  since  the  great  flood  of  1851,  and  the  whole 
embankment  gave  evidence  of  being  substantial  enough  to  withstand  almost  any  rise 
that  may  hereafter  take  place.  At  the  guard-lock  the  water  was  within  1^  feet  of  ex- 
treme high- water,  and  at  the  lower  lock  within  3^  feet  of  that  point ;  this  difference  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  in  1851  the  Des  Moines  River  was  at  flood  height,  coin- 
cident with  the  flood  in  the  ^lississippi,  whereas  this  year  it  was  low  and  the  back 
water  inappreciable.  The  river  continued  very  high  all  through  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  and  even,  had  funds  been  available,  but  little  could  have  been  accomplished 
on  the  section  work. 

GUARD  LOCK. 

Complete  preparations  were  made  during  the  winter  and  spring  of  1875,  and  great 
progress  was  being  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year ;  since  then  the  work 
has  been  directed  almost  entirely  to  the  construction  of  the  masonry,  which  was 
rapidly  pnshed  toward  completion  before  the  advent  of  freezing  weather.  The  lock- 
chamber  walls  were  built  by  two  travelers  spanning  both  lock  and  culvert  walls.  The 
tramways,  for  supporting  the  travelers,  were  each  160  feet  long;  the  materials  were 
delivered  under  the  travelers  by  stone-cars  running  on  tracks  leading  froui  the  Htoue- 
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^ard.  This  made  it  an  easy  matter  to  deliver  the  stone  on  the  wall  as  fast  as  it  conld 
be  prepared,  it  receiving,  meanwhile,  comparative'y  littte  injury.  The  two  travelers 
were  0])erated  229  days  and  laid  8,570  cubic  yards  of  masonry,  making  a  daily  average 
of  37.42  cubic  yards  per  day  for  each  traveler.  The  daily  average  of  masonry  laid  by 
deri'ick  at  middle-lock  sluice  was  19.50  cubic  yards,  and  that  was  a  class  of  work  that 
could  be  laid  much  faster  than  the  work  on  the  lock  walls,  as  it  comprised  no  dimen- 
sion stone,  and  required  very  few  closers,  which  cause  about  one-half  the  dela^"  attach- 
ing to  ftrst-dass  masonry.  With  these  facilities  the  lock-chamber  walls,  the  miter-sills, 
the  filling  and  discharge  culverts,  were  all  completed  by  October  21, 1875.  This  tinished 
all  the  work  that  could  be  done  to  advantage  by  travelers ;  they  were  accordingly 
taken  down  and  derricks  substituted  instead.  The  circular  bank-head  on  the  upper 
outside  of  the  lock  was  next  completed,  and  after  this,  the  more  difficult  undertaking 
of  building  the  winding  wall  connecting  the  lock-wall  with  the  slope-wall  on  the  dike 
at  the  upper  shore  side;  in  doing  this  it  was  necessary  to  excavate  to  the  solid  rock. 
which  was  about  14  inches  below  lock  bottom,  for  one-half  the  distance  through  the 
guard-bank,  which  prevents  the  water  from  flowing  into  the  canal,  and  against  which 
bank  at  that  time  there  was  a  pressure  of  10  feet  of  water.  This  guard-bank  was 
joined  on  to  a  slope  wall  which  is  laid  over  a  deposit  of  loose  stone  and  gravel  through 
which  the  water  percolated  quite  freely.  In  view  of  the  great  damage  which  would 
result  from  an  accident  at  this  place,  great  precaution  was  taken,  and  as  fast  as  there  was 
any  excavation  made  to  the  rock  the  wall  was  laid,  and  then  a  good  puddle  conuection 
was  made  from  that  to  the  the  bank,  a  close  watch  being  kept  while  any  part  of  it  was  ex- 
posed. This  connection  is  now  completed  with  the  exception  of  about  200  cubic  yanU 
of  slope  and  riprap-wall  remaining  to  be  laid  on  the  dike  above  the  lock.  The  next 
was  equally  as  difficult  an  undertaking,  it  being  that  of  building  the  culverts  for  feed- 
ing or  filling  the  canal ;  they  are  connected  with  the  lower  outside  wing-wall  of  the 
lock,  which  was  continued  through  the  canal  bank  into  the  river.  To  make  tlie^exca- 
vation  and  build  the  masonry,  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  coiter-dam  around  the  open- 
ing connecting  with  canal  bank  above  and  below  it ;  there  being  about  4  fciet  of  a 
mud  deposit  mixed  with  the  lining  placed  as  a  protection  to  the  bank,  it  was  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  make  a  dam  that  would  resist  the  pressure  of  the  water,  and  had  the 
dam  given  away,  or  had  there  come  a  sudden  rise  in  the  river,  which  would  overflow 
it  before  the  walls  were  in,  still  greater  damages  might  have  been  sustained  than  had 
the  gnard-bank  given  way.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to'  render  it  as  secure  as 
possible,  and  a  close  watch  kept ;  the  walls  were  pushed  forward  as  fast  as  the  ma- 
terials could  be  prepared  in  order  to  carry  it  out  of  reach  of  danger.  Within  two  hoars 
after  this  had  been  done,  and  temporary  plank  gates  placed  over  the  culvert  openings, 
the  dam  was  flooded  by  a  rise  in  the  river,  and  the  water  came  up  to  within  17  inches 
of  the  top  of  the  wall.  Owing  to  the  extremely  favorable  weather  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  fall,  and  during  December  and  January,  the  upper  connecting  walls  and 
the  filling  culvert-walls  were  kept  in  operation  until  February  11.  On  that  date  work 
on  the  guard-lock  was  suspended  on  account  of  the  appropriation  having  heed  ex- 
hausted. 

The  labor  still  remaining  to  be  done  to  complete  the  guard-lock  section,  comprises 
the  following  work :  completing  the  connecting  walls  of  the  filling  culverts  with  the 
wing-wall  ot  the  lock  on  the  upper  side,  and  with  the  riprap-wtdl  on  the  canal  em- 
bankment on  the  lower  side,  building  the  circular  wall  connecting  the  wing- wall  with 
the  slope-wall  on  the  lower  inside  of  lock,  the  laying  of  all  the  slope- wall,  the  excava- 
tion of  the  rock  in  the  prism  of  the  canal  for  100  feet  below  the  lock,  the  grading  aod 
filling  back  of  the  walls,  and' the  completion  of  the  embankment  on  the  outside  of  the 
lock.    To  do  all  of  this  will  require  about  three  months  work  with  a  moderate  force. 

It  is  to  be  exceedingly  regretted  that  this  delay  has  occurred,  as  ha<l  the  funds  held 
out,  or  had  a  special  appropriation  been  made  to  keep  the  work  in  operation,  it  woqM 
have  been  an  easy  matter  to  complete  this  lock  ready  for  operation  during  the  low 
water  of  this  year. 

STONE  FOR  COMPLETING  GUARD-LOCK. 

The  ftone  for  completing  the  guard-lock  has  been  furnished  under  an  extension  of 
the  contract  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Wells,  Timberman  &  Co.,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
dated  September  2,  1874.  They  filled  their  entire  contract  from  the  Sonora  quarry, 
about  2  miles  below  this  point.  The  stone  is  of  the  very  best  quality  of  magnesiau 
limestone  that  is  found  in  this  locality.  They  complied  strictly  with  their  contract, 
and  willingly  and  faithfully  filled  all  orders  as  fast  as  required.  They  completed  their 
contract  finally,  October  16, 1875. 

HYDRALXIC  CEMENT  FOR  COMPLETING  GUARD-LOCK. 

You  are  aware  that  the  cement  furnished  by  the  Saint  Louis  Cement  Company  (under 
contract  dated  October  12, 1874,)  was  coudemed ;  a  statement  of  which  was  incorporated 
in  my  last  annual  report,  and  an  ai)plication  was  made  for  authority  to  enter  into  a 
contract  with  the  *•  Western  Cement  Company,"  they  being  the  next  lowest  bidders, 
at  the  letting  held  in  this  office  on  the  IHth  of  August,  1H74.  This  authority  was 
given,  and  a  contract  was  accordingly  entered  into  under  date  of  July  20,  ltf75*    The 
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I'tica  cement  is  well  known  and  bas  always  given  good  satisfaction  on  this  improve- 
ment^ where  frequent  opportmiities  were  had  to  compare  its  qualities  with  other  ce- 
ments. The  great  facilities  established  by  Clark  and  Son,  of  the  Western  Cement  Co., 
for  mannfactnring  and  shipping,  and  tbe  promptness  with  which  they  met  all  demands 
made  on  them  deserve  commendation.  With  these  excellent  and  complete  arrange- 
ments for  the  supply  of  materials,  and  the  carrying  on  of  the  work,  steady  and 
rapid  progress  was  made  during  the  year  with  a  result  which  is  eminently  satisfactory. 
From  an  e.vamination  of  the  three  locks,  the  lower  and  middle  locks  bnilt  by  con- 
tract and  the  guard-lock  by  day's  labor,  the  judgment  of  any  experienced  person  would 
pronounce  the  guardrlock  to  be  far  superior  to  the  otheis  in  every  respect. 

LC)CK-CfATES. 

By  reference  to  my  last  annual  report  you  will  see  that  the  work  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  about  suspended  on  account  of  the  oak  timber  that  had  been  delivered 
for  that  purpose  being  very  defective,  and  it  was  necessary  to  await  the  formality  of 
condemning  it  and  obtain  authority  to  purchase  other  timber  in  place  of  it.  This  was 
accordingly  obtained  and  a  bill  of  timber  made  out  to  duplicate  the  whole  lot,  with 
the  exception  of  the  arch  timbers.  Instead  of  making  the  arch  timbers  of  one  solid 
piece,  it  was  decided  to  build  them  of  members  of  from  3  to  4  inches  in  thickness, 
which  has  proved  to  be  a  very  valuable  change,  as  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  bend  pieces 
of  these  dimensions,  while  it  took  hydraulic  pressure  to  bend  tbe  square- timbers.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  with  Messrs.  C.  Crane  &  Co.,  of  Peru,  Ind.»  for  the  furnishing 
and  delivery  of  the  timber  at  an  exceedingly  low  price,  they  representing  that  they  had 
the  timber  and  facilities  t-o  deliver  same  as  fast  as  it  would  be  required,  but  in  this  they 
completely  failed, for  when  the  time  had  elapsed  for  them  to  have  completed  their  contract, 
they  had  scarcely  begun  to  deli  ver  any  of  it.  Finally,  there  was  enough  delivered  to  war- 
rant the  commencement  of  the  middle  lock-gates.  This  being  a  very  different  claas  of 
work  from  that  to  which  most  mechanics  are  ordinarily  accustomed,  the  progress  made 
W21S  quite  slow  at  first,  bnt  became  more  satisfactory  afterward.  AU  the  timbers  in 
the  lock-gates  have  been  pnt  through  a  process  of  boiling  for  a  period  of  from  6  to  8 
hours,  to  free  them  from  the  sap.  The  necessary  force  of  blacksmiths  was  kept  steadily 
at  work,  being  employed  in  upsetting  all  the  truss,  anchor,  and  suspension  rods  to  the 
columns,  cutting  threads  on  all  these  rods  and  nuts  to  match,  and  making  the  turn- 
bucklers,  so  that  about  all  this  work,  with  the  exception  of  fitting  it  in  its  X)lace,  has 
been  done. 

The  work  accomplishe<l  thus  far  is  as  follows :  At  the  middle  lock  the  2  lower  gates 
are  built  in  their  places  and  suspended;  wickets  are  all  in, and  all  completed  except 
the  planking  on  the  upper  side.  The  2  upper  gates  are  built,  but  not  snspendexl  to  the 
columns.  The  wickets  arc  all  in,  and  it  will  be  bnt  a  matter  of  a  few  days'  work  to 
complete  and  swing  them. 

At  the  lower  lock  the  upper  gates  are  bnilt,  bnt  are  not  suspended  from  the  columns. 
The  lower  inside  gate  is  built  all  but  putting  on  a  part  of  the  bent  timbers  and  sus- 
pended. The  preliminary  work  and  the  preparation  of  materials  is  well  advanced,  and 
the  labor  yet  to  be  done  is  principally  putting  up  the  gates  and  fitting  the  iron- work 
to  them.  The  timber  and  iron  is  now  on  hand,  and  there  will  consequently  be  bnt  lit- 
tle material  to  purchase.  This  work  was  stopped  at  the  close  of  February  on  account 
of  the  appropriation  having  been  expended.  All  of  this  work  ha^  been  done  by  days' 
labor,  it  requiring  principally  mechanical  and  skilled  labor,  and  groat  pains  have  been 
taken  to  do  every  part  of  it  in  the  best  manner  as  the  importance  of  the  work  demands ; 
and  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  have  it  done  by  contract.  All  of  the  tools  have 
been  collected  into  the  buildings  at  each  lock  and  a  watchman  placed  there  to  look 
after  them.  The  delivered  materials  are  protected  as  well  as  possible  to  prevent  dete- 
rioration. 

Statement  of  the  cost  of  the  different  classes  of  icork  in  constructing  the  guard-locl\ 

f  Labor  hired  by  the  United  States.] 


Claaa  of  work.  I  Quantities.       Coat 


Cnt-stonc  maHonry cubic  yards..  C,916  |        $5  08 

OoiicrPte  foundation do '  48  ■          2  85 

Slopowall. do I  ^29  \             i-0 

P.ivinp  culvprtu square  feet..  1,796                28 

rrocnring  sand cubic  vaids..  630               79 

Earth  excavation do I  15,825               '35 

Kock  excavation do |  40 

Wniu jjht  iron,  (in  work) pounds  3, 61 1 

Cant  iron,  (in  work) do I  10,650 

Bailing  and  draining,  (7  months) permonth..> 


1  03 

00  6-10 
369  65 
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Exhibit  of  stone  delivered  at  the  guard-lock  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 


Denomination.  :  ^yj^di.* 


Fac«  stone 2,308.36 

BackingBtone I      502  14 

Slope- wall  stone .• 1,553.46 

Total : '.. 


I.         Cost 

li 


$13  00  130,  or  39 
7  00  3.514  91 
4  00  ,    d,sl3i4 

.2»,TXfi 


Exhibit  of  hj/draulic  cement  delivered  at  guard-lock  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1676. 
3,430  barrels  of  hydraulic  cemeDt  of  300  pounds  each,  at  $1.99  per  barrel  —  $6, 836  70 

MACHINERY  FOR  OPERATING  LOCKS. 

In  pursuance  of  the  design  for  the  hydraulic  machinery  for  operating  the  lock-gateB, 
drawings  were  prepared  in  the  month  of  August,  1875,  and  the  firm  of  Sample,  McElrof 
&  Co.  invited  to  furnish  a  proposal  for  prices  of  the  material  and  labor  required  to  coo- 
struct  and  erect  the  machinery  aforesaid.  In  compliance  with  this  invitation,  Messrs. 
Sample,  McElroy  &  Co.,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  sent  in  a  proposal  dated  August  5, 1875,  eon- 
taining  prices  by  weight  or  measurement  for  all  castings,  wrought-iron,  chains,  ▼in- 
rope,  and  wrought-iron  pipe.  Also  a  net  price  for  the  steam-engines  and  boilers.  The 
proposal  of  Messrs.  Sample,  McElroy  <&  Co.  being  accepted,  work  was  at  once  com- 
menced and  carried  on  until  the  suspension  of  all  work,  February  29,  1876. 

In  order  to  prevent  delay,  the  chain,  wrought-iron  pipe,  and  wire-rope  was  ordered 
at  once;  the  wire-rope  being  made  in  lengths  required,  at  the  manufactory  of  RoebliDg 
&  Sons,  Trenton,  N.  J.  AJl  work  was  transported  to  the  locks  as  needed,  adv»- 
tageous  terms  having  been  made  for  such  transportation,  which  was  done  mainly  ▼hiie 
the  roads  were  in  excellent  condition  for  heavy  hauling.  The  stone,  brick,  and  lam- 
ber  required  for  the  engine-houses  were  ordered ;  clean  sharp  sand  for  mortar,  was  ob- 
tained from  the  bed  of  a  neighboring  creek,  work  was  commenced  on  the  dressed  stone 
trimmings  and  every  precaution  taken  to  insure  the  progress  of  all  portions  of  the 
work  without  delay. 

The  hydraulic  machinery  at  each  lock  consists  of  4  cylinders,  16  inches  diametecby 
6-foot  stroke,  one  for  operating  each  set  of  culvert  gates ;  one  cylinder,  16  inches  diam- 
eter by  6  feet  2  inches  stroke,  for  operating  the  gates  at  head  of  sluice ;  and  4  cylinders, 
9  inches  diameter  by  5  feet  8  inches  stroke,  for  operating  lock  gates.  These  9  cylinders 
are  connected  with  the  main  distributing  valve,  and  are  under  the  complete  control  of 
the  engineer,  at  the  engine-house.  The  culvert  gates  are  of  cast-iron,  sliding  oo  planed 
cast-iron  frames  bolted  to  the  stone  work,  cushions  of  oak  being  interposed  betweeo 
the  iron  frames  and  the  stone.  The  connections  of  the  machinery  are  made  wilt 
wrought  and  cast-iron  gate-stems,  f-inch  iron  chain  and  |-inch  wire  rope  passing  over 
iron  pulleys  24  inches  diameter,  and  connected  with  the  cross-heads  on  piston-rod  by 
means  of  adjustable  eye-bolts  for  taking  up  the  slack  in  chains  and  rope ;  leathtf 
packing  is  used  on  the  pistons  and  piston-rods,  and  relief  valves  in  pistons  remove  the 
pressure  as  soon  as  the  full  stroke  is  reached. 

The  connections  with  lock  gates  are  made  with  iron  chain,  kept  in  position  (on  th* 
curve  of  an  arc  of  a  circle,  whose  center  is  the  center  of  the  heel-post,)  by  iron  plate* 
secured  to  the  bottom  of  the  lock;  the  chain  is  picked  up  by  pulleys  secured  under 
the  lower  timbers  of  the  gate,  is  passed  over  a  second  set  of  pulleys  at  the  top<u 
gate,  where  it  is  spliced  to  a  i-inch  wire  rope  which  passes  around  horizontal  pulleys  at 
the  heel-post,  and  is  rove  through  a  set  of  seven-fold  blocks ;  these  blocks  are  connected 
with  a  f-inch  wire  rope  which  passes  over  iron  pulleys  30  inches  in  diameter,  and  » 
secured  to  the  cross-heads  on  piHtou-ro<l.  The  vital  principle  of  this  plan  being  the 
equalization  of  the  pull  at  all  points  in  the  opening  and  shutting  of  the  gate. 

Water  connections  between  cylinders  and  the  distributing  valve  at  engine-boaae  art 
made  with  extra  heavy  wrought-iron  pipe,  of  2  inches  internal  diameter,  and  patent 
sleeve-coupling  joints;  where  tlange  joints  were  necessary',  they  were  made  with  thin 
sheet-copper,  between  faced  cast-iron  flanges. 

The  pipes  are  laid  4  feet  6  inches  below  surface  of  ground,  the  earth  being  carefoUy 
tamped  above  them,  and  no  rock  used  in  refilling  the  trenches.  The  pipes  were  care- 
fully staked  in  position,  so  that  no  springing  can  displace  them.  Where  curves  vew 
rendered  necessary,  the  pipes  were  bent  cold  on  large  curves,  and  many  short  curyes 
thus  avoided.    The  pipes  forming  the  connection  across  the  lock  are  supplied  witft 
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drain  cocks  to  draw  off  all  water ;  the  hydraulic  cyliaders  can,  by  a  like  arrangement, 
be  drained.  All  pipes  were  tested,  when  laid  with  a  pressure  of  350  to  375 -pounds 
per  square  inch. 

The  pumping  apparatus  for  supplying  pressure  to  the  hydraulic  cylinders,  consists 
of  an  upright  steam>engine,  stationed  on  the  main  door  of  the  engine-house,  and  joined 
to  the  pump  in  the  basement  by  a  rigid  connection  of  iron  columns,  bolted  to  the  stone 
foundation  pier.  Steam  cylinder,  12  inches  diameter  by  12-inch  stroke,  operating  a 
double-action  piston-pump  ;  pump,  6  inches  diameter  by  12-inch  stroke,  with  12  lift- 
valves,  3  inches  diameter,  8  receiving  and  4  delivery  valves ;  area  of  steam-piston  113.(0 
square  inches  to  28.27  square  inches  area  of  pump,  or  four  to  one;  mean  pressure 
exerted  by  pump,  200  pounds  to  square  inch,;  maximum  pressure,  300  pounds  to  square 
inch. 

Engine  furnished  with  fly-wheels,  governor,  self-feeding  oil-cups,  and  every  appli- 
ance to  save  the  close  attention  of  the  engineer,  which  would  otherwise  be  demanded, 
and  the  throttle-valve  is  so  placed  that  the  engineer  can  stop  the  engine  without 
moving  from  his  place  at  the  distributing- valve;  a  pipe  leading  to  exterior  of 
building  and  connected  with  the  pump,  furnishes  the  means  for  subduing  any  fire 
that  might  occur  within  the  building  itself,  or  .any  boat  passing  through  the  lock. 

The  lK)iler  for  steam-engine  is  of  upright  fire-box  form,  50  inches  diameter,  7  feet 
high,  and  having  91  flues  2^  Inches  diameter ;  shell  of  boiler  of  United  States  tensile 
strength  iron,  -^  iuch  thick.  The  boiler  supplied  with  an  independent  pump,  and  is 
also  connected  with  the  main  pump  ;  is  furnished  with  safety-valves,  steam  and  water 
gauges,  blow-ofi'  and  gauge-cocks,  and  12  brass  cleaning-plugs  ;  also  a  steam-whistle 
above  roof  of  building  for  signalling  steamboats. 

The  boilers  were  inspected  before  leaving  the  shops  and  tested  with  cold  water  pres- 
sure 150  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  Daring  the  month  of  February  repeated  tests  were 
made  of  the  steam  pumping-apparatus  and  the  lower  culvert  gate  machinery  on  both 
sides,  with  satisfactory  results. 

ENGINE  HOUSES. 

The  houses  for  containing  the  steam  pumping-apparatus  at  the  locks,  are  built  in  the 
most  substantial  manner  and  are  first-class  in  every  respect.  The  one  at  the  middle 
lock  is  nearly  completed,  only  some  interior  fittings  remain  to  be  finished. 

The  house  at  the  lower  lock  has  the  foundation  completed  ready  for  superstructure ; 
about  one-half  the  stone-trimmings  are  cut  ready  for  use. 

The  material  used  in  the  construction  is  magnesian  limescone  for  exterior  walls  and 
brick  for  the  partition  walls.  Outside  dimensions  of  house  27  feet  4  inches  by  27  feet 
4  inches.  Thickness  of  exterior  walls,  18  inches.  Ashlar  work  cut  with  rock  face,  level 
beds,  and  square  joints.  Window  and  door-trimmings,  arch  stones,  &c.,  cut  with  rock 
face,  margin  draught,  and  jambs  tool-dressed.  Platforms  and  steps,  hammer-dressed. 
Cornice,  brackets,  &c.,  tool-dressed.  The  foundations  of  all  exterior  and  cross  walls 
and  the  piers  for  the  engine,  boiler,  and  chimney  are  built  of  rubble  stone,  and  rest  on 
the  solid  b6d-rock  at  a  distance  of  from  17  to  19  feet  below  the  level  of  the  lock- wall 
coping.  In  the  basement  is  a  brick  cistern  8  feet  in  diameter,  height  to  apex  of  arch  IB 
feet,  divided  by  a  partition  wall  into  filtering  and  storage  compartments.  A  6-inch  pipe 
with  shut-oflT  cock,  supplies  water  from  the  lock.  The  drainage  from  roof  of  building 
is  conveyed  to  the  cistern.  Main  floor  of  building  contains  an  engine-room,  24  by  13 
feet ;  boiler-room,  10  feet  2  inches  by  10  feet  4  inches ;  coal-room,  13  fSdet  6  inches  by 
7  feet.  A  recess  in  the  engine-room  contains  the  basement  stairway.  The  numping- 
room,  store-room,  and  ash-pit,  situated  in  the  basement,  are  all  well  lightea  by  win- 
dows opening  above  ground.  A  large  loft  under  the  roof  is  for  the  storage  of  the  pat- 
terns used  on  the  work.  Height  of  main  floor,  11  feet  in  clear;  basement,  6  feet  in 
clear;  main  floor  above  lock-wall  coping,  4  feet;  floor-joists  and  flooring  of  Georgia 
pine— joist,  10  inches  by  2  inches — 1  foot  3  inches  on  centers ;  rafters,  10  inches  by  2 
inches,  pine,  1  foot  3  inches  on  centers,  covered  with  matched  flooring,  extra  thick 
felting,  and  heavy  Lehigh  slate,  12  inches  by  20  inches  ;  copper  gutters  and  flushing, 
and  galvanized  iron  hippings  and  water-pipes ;  a  fire-proof  floor  for  boiler-room,  witli 
an  iron  man-hole  plate,  giving  access  to  ash-pit. 

The  floor  is  a  brick-groined  arch,  covered  with  concrete.  The  windows  of  main  floor 
command  a  view  up  and  down  the  canal,  and  of  the  gates. 

SUMMARY. 

The  engine-house  at  middle  lock,  completed  excepting  the  doors,  finished  flooring 
and  painting  and  glazing  the  window-sashes  which  are  made. 

The  lower  gate,  and  culvert  cylinders,  4  in  all,  are  erected,  and  connections  made 
and  euclosiog-walls  built.  Upper  gate,  and  culvert  cylinder,  east  side,  are  set  and 
water-connections  made.  All  the  remaining  machinery  for  the  middle  lock  is  either 
on  the  ground  or  at  the  shops  of  Sample,  McElroy  &  Co.  A  short  time  will  sufiice  to 
complete  the  work  at  this  lock. 
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LOWER  LOCK. 


The  foundation  for  the  en<rine-house  completed  to  the  level  of  lock  wall  and  ready 
for  superstructure.  Cistern  completed,  and  water-pipes  laid  excepting  those  forming 
the  connections  across,  the  lock.  About  one-half  tue-stone  trimmings  are  cnt,  ready 
for  use.  Culvert-gate  frames  and  oak  for  cushions  are  ready  to  nse.  In  excavatinj; 
for  foundations,  great  difficulty  was  caused  by  caving  in  of  banks  and  the  tlooiliDgof 
the  pit  with  water,  but  these  obstacles  were  successfully  overcome. 

GUARD-LOCK. 

The  sluice  gates  opening  from  the  river  are  placed  in  position.  When  work  was  sns- 
pended,  February  29,  1876,  all  portions  of  the  machinery  were  protected  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  injury  caused  by  rusting  of  the  several  parts;  considerable  injury  however, 
will  result  from  any  protracted  delay. 

The  amount  of  funds  available  for  this  work  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  was: 

Balance  from  last  year's  appropriation $101, 889  86 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875 480, 000  IW 

Total 581,889  65 

On  June  30, 1876,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  entire  amount  was  expended. 

Xo  appropriation  has  as  yet  been  msvde  for  carrying  on  this  work  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1877/but  the  amount  asked  for,  and  which  it  is  hoped  will  soon 
be  approprifited  is  S275,584.  This  amount  will  complete  the  work  and  open  the  im- 
provement to  navigation  unless  some  unforseen  cause  prevents.  AmoQut  required  for 
maintenance  of  the  work  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878,  840,000. 

The  gentlemen  connected  with  me  in  the  supervision  of  the  work  during  the  past 
year,  have  exhibited  great  zeal,  and  have  performed  more  than  the  usual  amonnt  of 
labor;  and  I  feel  much  indebted  to  them  for  the  results  accomplished  in  the  face  of 
most  disheartening  difficulties  and  disasters.  The  Mississippi  River,  at  this  point,  was 
never  before  known  to  exhibit  such  freaks  as  those  of  the  past  season.  The  cost  of  the 
work  has  consequently  been  increased,  and  the  time  of  its  completion  delayed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corjjs  of  JSngineerSj  U,  S.  J. 


Amos  Stickxf.y, 
Captain  of  Engineers^  U,  S.  J. 


N3. 
IMPROVING  ROCK  ISLAND  RAPIDS,  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

Congress  appropriated  $50,000  for  the  fiscal  year  1875-^76.  At  the 
letting  of  the  work,  June  17,  1875,  Mr.  George  Williams,  of  Keokak, 
Iowa,  was  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.  The  abstract  of  proposals  in 
relation  to  the  letting  was  submitted  in  my  last  annual  report.  (See 
Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  part  I,  page  463.)  The  work  of 
excavation  at  Lower  Chain  was  commenced  in  August  and  finished  in 
November,  1875,  excepting  the  removal  of  a  poi;l;ion  of  the  coflfer-dam 
debriSj  which  was  effected  in  April,  1876.  Tbe  amount  of  rock  excavation 
at  this  place  was  2,340.5  cubic  yards.  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that 
the  contractor,  Mr.  Williams,  performed  this  work  with  his  usual  energv 
and  care.  As  soon  as  the  high  stage  of  water  in  the  river  recedes  I 
shall  order  an  investigation  in  relation  to  the  removed  coffer-dam  dibrii, 
and  then  close  his  contract  by  a  final  estimate  and  paying  him  the  re- 
tained per  centage. 

At  Saint  Louis  Chain  the  excavation  of  305.44  cubic  yards  was  made 
by  machinery  and  hired  labor.  I  have  already  in  my  letter  of  October 
ly  1875,  stated  that  this  experiment  turned  out  to  be  a  success  in  engi- 
neering and  in  point  of  economy.    I  hope  that  I  may  be  allowed  to 
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continue  the  work  by  hired  labor  at  certain  places  on  Saint  Louis, 
CanipbeH's  and  Duck  Creek  Chains,  during  the  coming  year  especially 
if  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  now  pend- 
ing in  the  liver  and  harbor  bill,  should  be  but  $20,000,  instead  of  the 
Ji<50,000  ai)i)lied  for.  The  projects  with  the  various  maps  are  ready  to 
be  submitted,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  even  with  the  small  appropriation 
of  $20,000  a  comparatively  good  result  for  navigation  can  be  gained  in 
removing  rock  by  hired  labor.  Should  but  $20,000  be  granted  by  Con- 
gress. I  shall  be  obliged  to  ask  fcr  a  final  appropriation  of  $50,000  for 
the  completion  of  the  improvement. 

From  my  annual  report  of  1874  and  1875,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  im- 
provement at  the  foot  of  Moline  Chain  has  been  considered  the  closing 
stone  of  the  work,  and  this  could  not  be  accomplished  on  account  of  the 
iusufticient  appropriations  granted  by  Congress  for  several  years. 

New  and  careful  additions  by  a  hydrographic  survey  of  last  fall  ex- 
hibit the  amount  of  rock  at  this  final  work  to  be  about  2,500  cubic  yards. 

The  current  at  the  Moline  Chain  is  very  rapid,  exceeding,  at  a  stage 
of  low-water,  8  feet  per  second,  and  some  of  the  patches  of  rock  to  be 
removed  lie  in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  and  others  intrude  into  it. 

Coffer-dam  building  is  out  of  question,  aS  it  would  stop  navigation, 
and  the  rock  must  therefore  be  taken  out  by  chisel  and  dredge,  and  even 
these  implements  are  here  subjected  to  such  difficulties  as  to  increase 
the  price  per  cubic  yard  considerably  higher  than  on  any  other  chain. 
As  I  stated  in  my  last  report,  $18  per  cubic  yard  will  not  be  too  high 
an  estimate,  and  based  upon  this  supposition,  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000  for  this  important  closing  work  at  Moline  Chain  is  respectfully 
applied  for  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

I  most  earnestly  recommend  this  final  work  of  closing  the  Eock  Isl- 
and Eapids  improvement  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  adding  at  the 
same  time  that  the  improvement  thus  far  has  proved  to  be  a  perfect 
success. 

For  further  information  in  detail  in  regard  to  operations  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876, 1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  re- 
port of  Assistant  Engineer  E.  F.  Hoffmann,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

Money  statement 

Amount  avaUable  Jnly  1,  1875 ^52,432  03 

AmouDt  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 4(1, 702  S7 

Amount  available  July  1,  1H76,  including  ^-2,^08.60  due  on  contracts 5, 729  16 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 25, 000  00 

Amount  (e»timated)  required  for  cDmpletion  of  existing  project 50,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prolitably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878.     50, 000  CO 


REPORT  OF  MR.   E.    F.   HOFFMANN,   ASSISTANT   ENGINEER. 

United  States  En(;ineer  Office, 

Hock  Island,  III,,  July  1,  1876. 

Coi  onel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  operations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Rock  Island  Kapids  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  during  the  fiscal  year  eudiog 
June  30,  1876. 

For  applying  the  appropriation  of  850,000  made  on  the  3d  of  March,  1875,  for  the 
work  of  improving  Rock  Island  Rapids  of  the  Mississippi  River,  your  project  of  April 
21,  1875,  submitted  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers  United  States  Army,  recommended  : 

1st.  The  continuance  of  excavation  at  Lower  Chain,  this  work  to  be  done  by  con- 
tract, as  there  was  none  of  the  requisite  equipment  for  doing  it  ourselves,  and  the  cost 
of  such  equipment  would  be  so  great  as  to  leave  no  margin  for  the  pjiyment  of  wages. 

2d.  For  accomplishing  the  small  amount  of  work  required  at  Saint  Louis  Chain,  this 
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woijk  to  be  done  by  hired  labor  and  machinery.  Yon  stated  that,  by  taking  advantage 
of  tne  low  water  at  the  usual  time  in  the  latter  part  of  the  snmmer  or  in  the  &11,  the 
work  could  be  reached  by  the  workmen  standing  upon  platforms  supported  upon  tripods 
resting  upon  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  you  added  that  it  was  your  belief  that  the 
work  could  be  done  for  less  than  any  contractor  would  undertake  so  small  a  piece  of 
work. 

Your  programme  received  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  yon  were 
authorized  to  advertise  the  work  at  Lower  Chain ;  in  consequence  of  which,  on  the 
the  17th  of  June,  1875,  Mr.  George  Williams,  of  Keokuk,  appeared  to  be  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder,  and  a  contract  was  entered  into  with  him,  for  doing  the  work  of 
excavation  at  Lower  Chain,  at  a  price  of  $12  per  cubic  yard,  to  be  removed  from  the 
bed  of  the  Mississippi  by  means  of  a  coiier-dam.  The  price  of  812,  including  all  pre- 
paratory  work,  such  as  building  the  coffer-dam,  bailing,  blasting,  and  removing  the 
rock. 

I.— WORK  OP  EXCAVATION  AT  LOWER  CHAIX  DONE  BY  CONTRACT. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  contractor,  Mr.  George  Williams,  had  entered  into  an 
agreement  for  the  hire  of  dredge  and  other  implements  at  the  Des  Moines  Rapid  Im- 
provement of  the  Mississippi  River,  he  could  not  commence  this  work  until  Augnst  21, 
when  he  began  with  his  accustomed  energy.  In  three  days — on  August  21, 23,  and  24— 
he  sunk  12  cribs  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  breakwater,  previous  to  erecting  the 
head  of  the  coffer-dam.  These  cribs  were  12  feet  by  12  feet,  and  12  feet  by  16  feet 
standing  in  11  feet  of  water. 

On  August  26  the  first  comer  of  the  coffer-dam  was  sunk,  and  on  3d  of  Septemher 
1,480  running  feet  of  coffer-dam  had  been  built,  and  the  same  closed.  The  dam  was 
on  the  heaa  and  on  the  side  toward  the  Iowa  shore  10  feet,  and  on  side  toward  the 
Illinois  shore  8  feet  in  width,  standing  in  a  depth  of  water  varying  from  8  to  12  feet. 

Pumping  was  gradually  commenced  on  the  4th  of  September  and  continued  to  the 
8th  of  September,  when  a  portion  of  the  lower  part  of  the  dam,  about  140  feet,  broke, 
and  the  water  whirled  with  great  vehemence  chisel-boat,  flatboats,  and  the  boat  with 
the  machine-shop  from  their  moorings  through  the  opening  into  the  coffer-dam,  smash- 
ing the  pumps  and  boats  quite  seriously  and  endangering  the  life  of  several  workmen. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  dam  was  filled. 

The  water  had  been  rising  for  some  days,  and  continued  to  be  at  a  high  stage  for 
'several  weeks,  so  that  the  work  at  the  dam  was  abandoned. 

On  October  7  the  contractor  resumed  work  in  closing  the  break,  which  was  effeeted 
on  the  15th  of  October,  and  in  course  of  4  days  the  water  was  bailed  out  by  meaaa  of 
two  12-inch  rotary  pumps,  and  the  bottom  of  the  river  laid  bare. 

The  quantity  ot  rock  in  the  pit  of  the  coffer-dam  was  determined  by  a  careful  level 
survey,  which  showed  an  amount  of  2,340.5  cubic  yards,  distributed  over  an  area  of 
63,428  square  feet.  The  estimate  for  this  work,  based  upon  the  previous  hydrographie 
survey  made  by  the  sounding  machine,  exhibited  an  amount  of  2,427.70  cubic  yards, 
or  showed  a  difference  of  87  cubic  yards,  or  3.8  per  cent.  I  will  state  that  the  differ- 
ence between  a  carefully- made  level  survey  and  a  hydrographie  surf  ey  made  by  means 
of  the  sounding  machine  used  at  these  works,  has  never  shown  a  larger  difference  ia 
the  percentage  than  4  per  cent  at  different  chains  where  such  comparison  has  been  es- 
tablished. 

The  result  might  be  called  a  very  fair  one,  when  I  add  that  the  comparison  is  based 
upon  13  coffer-dams,  varying  in  size  from  3  to  42  acres,  and  in  cubical  measure  froa 
800  cubic  yards  to  17,000  cubic  yards. 

From  the  20th  of  October  to  the  8th  of  November  the  contractor  worked  an  average 
of  160  men  in  the  pit  of  the  coffer-dam,  and  had  between  8  and  10  teams  eueaf^eu. 
which  hauled  the  blasted  rbck  out  of  the  pit  to  the  crest  of  the  coffer-dam,  and  froo 
there  to  fiat-boats  moored  to  the  dam.  The  contractor  towed  the  loaded  flat-boata,  hy 
steamer,  a  mile  down  the  river,  to  a  point  on  the  Iowa  shore,  where  the  city  of  Daven- 
port availed  herself  of  your  permission  to  use  the  removed  rock  for  the  improvement 
of  her  streets.  Powder  was  used  for  an  explosive,  and  the  firing  done  by  fuse.  In  the 
average  the  rock  being  a  limestone  of  minor  hardness,  it  blasted  well  and  facilitated 
the  work.  When  the  work  was  reported  to  be  finished,  a  final  survey  with  the  level 
was  made,  which  showed  that  the  contractor  had  done  a  most  excellent  work.  The 
bottom  of  the  pit,  where  excavation  had  been  effected,  was  so  smooth  and  plane.that 
the  level  never  found  a  point  higher  than  the  given  grade,  and  varying  from  0  to  0.2  of 
a  foot  below  grade.  Your  paragraph  in  the  advertisement  from  the  year  1871,  aoccrd- 
ing  to  which  you  stated  that  no  payment  would  be  made  for  any  excavation  below 
grade,  be  it  occasioned  by  stratification  or  any  other  reason,  has  acted  verv  beneficially 
at  the  different  works^on  the  rapids.  It  has  tanght  contractors  to  keep  close  to  gnwe 
by  taking  more  6are  in  judging  quantity  of  powder,  depth  of  drill-holes,  and  the  ap- 
propriate use  of  sledge-hammer. 

After  the  inspection,  you  gave  leave  to  remove  the  coffer-dam  and  ^ribs,  which  vork, 
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althoiij;h  it  was  immediately  commencedi  had  to  be  abandoDed  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber on  account  of  the  heav}'  ice  running  in  the  river.  In  the  month  of  April,  1876,  the 
contractor  resumed  the  work  of  removing  the  ddln'U  of  coffer-dams  and  cribs,  and 
stated  that,  in  his  belief,  the  work  was  finished. 

The  very  high  and  unnsnally  long  high-water  stage  has  prevented  until  now  an  in- 
spection with  the  sounding  machine,  to  which,  with  your  permission,  an  improvement 
in  the  shape  of  a  rake  has  been  attached.  It  consists  of  13  divisions,  upon  a  length  of 
100  feet ;  each  division  has  two  perpendicular  wooden  poles,  adjustable  in  joints  to  the 
respective  depth  to  grade,  which  are  connected  at  the  lower  end  with  i-inch  iron  rod. 

The  machine  moves  slowly  up  stream  over  the  places  where  the  work  is  said  te  have 
been  effected.  In  case  it  strikes  against  the  smallest  remnant  of  obRtrnctions  above 
the  line  of  grade,  the  wooden  pole  or  poles  in  one  or  more  sections  will  break  and  indi- 
cate the  place  where  the  de'brU  have  not  been  removed.  '  As  the  length  of  the  rake  on 
the  machine  is  100  feet,  it  is  not  probable  that  anything  can  be  missed.  The  rake  is  a 
most  usefol  improvement  on  the  sounding  machine. 

As  soon  as  the  stase  of  water  permits,  this  investigation  with  the  rake  will  be  made 
at  Lower  Chain,  and  a  final  estimate  can  then  be  given,  and  the  contractor  paid  the 
retained  percentage  on  the  work. 

A  copy  of  the  estimates  and  payments  to  Mr.  George  Williams  is  as  follows: 


Qaantity  of  work,  &c. 


I  GoDtract 
price. 


Estimate  No.  1.  | 

EstiniAted  amonnt  of  work  done  from  the  7th  to  31st  j 
of  October,  liSTi,  inclusive  :  | 

1,200  cnbic  yards  of  rook  excavation  and  removal  at 


Lower  Chain  . 


EstifnaU  Xo.  3. 

From  the  Ist  to  8th  of  November,  1B73,  inclusive. 
Total  amount  of  work  done : 

2.340  5  cnbic  yards  of  rock  excavation  and  removing  at 

Lower  Chain 

Deduct  pr<rrioaa  eetimate 


^12  00 


12  00 


Amonnts. 


Perrentaffe  Amount  of 
retained,      payment. 


I 
^14,  400  00  I     ^1,  440  00       dl9, 960  00 


28.  OBff  00  i 
14.  400  00 


2,808  60  I 
1. 440  00  I 


25, 277  40 
12,960  00 


PrettTU  estimate. 

K^timated  amonnt  of  work  performed  from  the  Ist 
to  dth  November,  1875,  inclusive :  I 

1,1 10.5  cnbic  yards  of  rock  excavation  and  removing  at  | 
Lower  Chain  i 


13, 686  00 


I,36t<60         12,317  40 


12  00 


I 
13,686  00  1      1,368  60 


12, 317  40 


II.— WORK   OF  EXCAVATION  AT  SAINT  LOUIS  ROCK,  DONE  BY  HIRED  LABOR  AND 

MACniNEBY. 


Saint  Tjouis  Rock  was  located  in  the  center  of  the  steamboat  channel  at  the  head  of 
8iint  Louis  Chain,  opposite  Falton's  Island.  It  was  sitnated  about  1,200  feet  from  either 
shore,  and  consisted  of  a  high  patch  of  magnesiau-limestone  rock,  containing  about  305 
cubic  yards. 

The  location  and  extent  of  this  rock  had  never  been  fully  ascertained  by  this  office 
nntil  surveyed  and  located  in  the  fall  of  1874  with  the  sounding  apnaratns  pertaining 
to  the  Rock  Island  Rapids  improvement.  During  the  xtrogress  of  the  work  daily  ref- 
erence was  made  to  the  maps  from  our  last  surveys  above  named. 

On  Monday,  July  19,  ISlOy  the  party  left  Rock  Island  on  adat-boat  70  feet  long  by  13 
feet  in  width,  loaded  with  a  camp  outfit  and  material  for  constructing  such  machinery 
and  apparatus  as  should  be  needed  in  prosecuting  the  work.  It  was  brought  up  to 
Fulton'ft  Island  by  the  steamer  C.  J.  Caffrey,  and  landed  there  Monday  night. 

On  the  following  day  camp  was  established,  and,  nntil  August  1,  time  was  employed 
in  the  construction  of  tripods  and  derrick,  and  in  fitting  up  tue  Hat-boat  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  enable  its  use  for  the  work. 

On  August  3,  the  flat-boat  was  removed  from  the  shore  and  placed  in  position  above 
Saint  Louis  Rock,  and  a  large  tripod  over  the  highest  part  of  the  rock  was  planted. 
This  tripod  was  made  of  6  inches  by  6  inches  timbers,  35  feet  long,  and  so  constructed 
that  each  side,  and  the  space  inclosed  between  the  points  of  the  legs,  consisted  of  an 
equilateral  triaLgle,  with  side  35  feet  in  length.  The  points  of  the  legs  were  shod  with 
iron  points  to  prevent  slipping.  When  the  tripod  was  lowered  into  the  river-bottom, 
braces  3  inches  by  12  inches,  and  as  long  as  required,  were  spiked  on  to  the  legs  at  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  planks  placed  across  the  braces  constituted  a  triangular  plat- 
form, from  which  the  work  of  drilling  was  carried  on.  As  needed,  other  tripoda  were  con- 
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structed  and  placed  in  reference  to  the  first  and  each  other  in  sneh  a  manner  that  the 
space  between  them  could  also  be  covered  with  platforms,  and  thus  the  whole  surfkeeof 
the  rock  was  covered  with  a  working  platform  which  could  be  moved  at  \rill.  All  the 
trouble  and  uncertainty  caused  by  working  from  a  floatiug  platform  wa«  in  this  way 
avoided.  In  order  to  manage  the  flat-boat  with  ease,  and  to  be  able  to  place  it  in  aaj 
position  the  work  or  circumstances  might  require,  an  anchor  up  stream  with  a  line  some 
700  feet  long,  running  to  a  powerful  crab  on  the  bow  of  the  flat-boat,  was  placed.  Also, 
two  side  anchors  w^eie  dropped  on  each  side  of  the  flat-boat  some  300  feet  distant,  ha\ing 
'  anchor  lines  running  to  the  bow  of  the  flat-boat  from  each  side,  and  anchor  lines  ran- 
niug  through  snatch -blocks  on  each  side  of  the  after  end  of  the  boat  to  two  small  crabs 
placed  near  the  center  of  the  flat-boat.    (See  sketch  No.  1.) 

The  arrangements  made  fur  lifting  rock  and  tripods  were  as  follows:  24  feet  from 
the  end  of  the  flat-boat  was  a  strong  mast,  45  feet  high,  braced  with  stron^j^  i^uys  <> 
feet  from  the  foot  of  the  mast,  and  between  the  mast  ^nd  the  after-end  of  the  boat  a 
foot-block,  13  feet  long,  14  inches  by  10  inches,  was  placed,  which  was  bolted  to  the 
deck  and  braced  by  four  pieces  of  6  inches  by  6  inches,  timber  6  feet  long,  (See sketch 
No.  2.) 

In  seats  cut  into  this  foot-block  rested  a  pair  of  shears,  of  timbers  40  feet  long  l> 
inches  by  7  inches  at  the  foot,  and  tapering  to  7  inches  by  5  inches,  with  a  spread  uf  10 
feet  over  all  the  bottom,  being  7  inches  by  5  inches  at  the  apex,  and  bound  to^^ther  at 
the  apex  by  an  iron  baud  2  inches  by  f  inch,  with  rings  above  and  below  for  the  rig- 
ging. 

At  the  foot  of  the  mast  was  a  crab,  geared  5  to  1,  and  used  with  block  and  tackle  for 
raising  and  lowering  the  shears.  A  similar  crab  and  rigging  was  placed  in  the  frame- 
work of  the  shears  for  raising  and  lowering  weights,  and  in  using  rock  was  raised  oui 
of  the  water  by  the  crab  and  rigging  of  the  shears,  and  then  the  shears  themselves 
raised  and  the  rock  swung  over  the  boat  and  was  lowered  on  to  the  deck.  (See  sketch 
No.  3.) 

By  these  means  it  was  possible  to  lift  and  move  the  tripods  into  any  position  desira- 
ble, and  also  to  raise  rock  weighing  up  to-6,000  pounds  and  deposit  them  on  the  flat- 
boat. 

The  drilling  was  done  from  the  platforms  in  and  around  the  tnpods  by  usin|;  three 
men  to  one  drill.  A  set  of  men  working  in  this  manner  could  drill  from*^30  to  3o  feet 
of  hole  2i  inches  in  diameter  per  day,  and  a  drill  would  last  for  about  two  d|iys  before 
it  would  need  to  be  resharpened.  The  depth  of  cutting  varied  from  1  to  5  feet.  Two, 
and  sometimes  three,  sets  of  three  men  each  were  kept  constantly  drilling,  while  the 
remainder  were  employed  lifting  rock  and  in  general  work. 

The  cartridges  used  were  formed  of  rubber  sheeting  (the  common  merchantable 
article)  *and  were  from  1*2  inches  to  36  inches  in  length,  2  inches  in  diameter,  according 
to  circumstances.  The  small  cartridges  for  exploding  the  charges  were  filled  with  i  of 
a  cubic  inch  of  pulverized  powder.  Into  this  powder  the  ends  of  the  two  copper  wiie» 
leading  to  the  Voltaic  battery  were  inserted  and  connected  with  a  fine  platinum  wins. 
This  small  cartridge  w^as  put  into  the  larger  cartridge  f  its  depth,  which  was  then 
tilled  with  the  common  F  F  blasting  powder.  In  immediate  connection  with  the  car- 
tridge containing  the  charge,  short  insulated  wire  was  used,  which  proceeded  from  the 
cartridge  along  an  iron  rod  i  inch  in  diameter  and  about  10  feet  in  length.  This  rtMl 
helped  to  stiff'en  the  cartridge  and  enable  the'  workmen  to  place  it  into  the  hole  drilled 
for  it.  Afterwards,  the  charge  was  tamped  with  sand  by  means  of  a  long  wooden  fun- 
nel, the  wires  leading  from  the  charge  were  then  connected  with  those  leadiDg  to  the 
battery,  the  battery  placed  in  the  acid,  and  the  charge  explode/i.  After  the  explosion 
the  battery  was  removed  from  the  acid  and,  by  means  of  a  small  pair  of  davitjs,  swung 
over  the  side  of  the  flat-boat  into  the  water,  and  the  action  of  the  water  kei>t  the  plat«< 
always  clean  and  ready  for  future  use.  In  blasting  pains  were  taken  to  break  the  rock 
into  as  large  pieces  as  possible,  as  pieces  containing  from  20  to  40  cubic  feet  could  be  n^ 
moved  with  greater  ease  and  less  trouble  than  the  same  amount  of  rock  broken  into 
small  fragments.  Two,  and  sometimes  three,  men  were  employed  working  in  the 
water  adjusting  chains,  tongs  or  lewis  to  tlie  broken  rock  and  severing  small  frag- 
ments by  use  of  hand  tools.  In  hoisting  the  larger  rocks  a  lewis  was  used  which  con- 
sisted of  a  ringbolt,  with  the  bolt  a  foot  long  or  longer  when  required,  and  with  the 
end  of  the  bolt  split  for  6  inches.  A  flat  8t«el  wedge  i  inch  in  thickness  was  inserted 
into  the  split  of  the  bolt  and  the  bolt  itself  placed  into  the  hole  of  the  rock  and  driven 
firmly  in.  The  tackle  then  was  hooked  into  the  ring,  when  the  stone  was  lifted  on  to 
deck  of  the  flat-boat.  In  removing  the  lewis  a  slight  strain  was  taken  on  the  rin^r  and 
the  bolt  struck  with  a  hammer  a  few  times,  when  the  bolt  would  become  loose,  and 
being  removed,  was  ready  for  use  again.  For  lifting  bowlders  or  irregular  pieces  of  rock 
out  of  the  water  in  a  rapid  current,  this  form  of  lewis  was  better  adapted  to  the  work 
than  any  other.  By  these  means,  and  with  only  hand  power,  several  rocks  cont-aininK 
42  cubic  feet  were  raised.  The  greater  part  of  the  larger  rocks  were  removed  and 
plappd  on  shore,  while  the  small  ones  were  generally  dumped  into  deep  holes. 

When  it  became  necessary  to  remove  rock  to  shore  on  the  flat-boat,  a  long  auchor-hne 
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wa?  used  which  enabled  the  flat-boat  to  swine  into  the  shore  and  back  again.  By  these 
means  the  work  of  blasting  and  removing  rock  was  carried  on  until  September  15, 1875, 
when,  having  finished  the  excavation  of  Saint  Louis  Rock,  and  the  rapid  rising  of  the 
river  preventing  attention  being  paid  to  several  small  patches  in  the  vicinity  of  Saint 
Louis  Rock,  which  can  be  removed  in  a  future  season,  the  flat-boat  was  dismantled  and 
the  party  discharged. 

I  add  the  within  statement : 

From  July  19  to  August  1,  camp  was  established,  tripods,  derricks^  and  platforms 
were  built,  and  the  flat-boat  fitted  with  shears. 

During  the  Ist  week  iu  Augast,  444  cubic  feet  of  rock  were  removed ;  during  the  2d 
week  in  August,  1,293  cubic  tiet  of  rock  were  removed;  during  the  3d  week  in  August, 
1,209  cubic  feet  of  rock  were  removed ;  during  the  4th  week  in  August,  1,902  cubic  feet 
of  rock  were  removed ;  from  August  29  to  September  4,  2,108  cubic  feet  of  rock  were  re- 
move<l;  from  September  4  to  September  9,  1,291  cubic  feet  of  rock  were  removed, 
amounting  in  all  to  H,247  cubic  feet,  or  305.44  cubic  yards  of  rock. 

From  ^ptember  9  until  September  15,  the  party  was  engaged  in  dismantling  the 
machinery  and  iu  storing  away  the  material  and  apparatus  for  future  use. 

During  the  season  240  holes  were  drilled,  350  pounds  of  powder  were  used,  960  feet 
of  holes  were  drilled  and  from  1  to  2^  pounds  of  powder  used  to  each  charge,  according 
to  the  depth  of  the  hole  and  position  of  the  rock. 

The  United  States  Engineer  Office  is  under  obligation  to  Maj.  D.  W.  Flagler,  Ord- 
nance Corps,  United  States  Army,  Commanding  Kock  Island  Arsenal,  who,  upon  appli- 
cation, was  BO  kind  as  to  loan  three  powerful  crabs  and  some  tools  for  drilling  holes. 
In  reference  to  the  work  at  Saint  Louis  Rock,  I  copy  from  your  letter  to  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  dated  October  1, 1875,  the  following: 

*'  The  work  of  excavation  of  rock  at  Saint  Louis  Chain,  which  was  executed  by  means 
of  hired  labor  and  machinery,  has  been  pushed  vigorously.  On  the  15th  of  September 
305  cubic  yards  had  been  removed  fromtnat  place,  giving  a  depth  of  4^  feet  to  navigat- 
ing steamera  and  lafts  in  dead  low-water  of  1864.  I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  work  at 
Saint  Louis  Chain  has  been  effected  in  a  thorough  manner,  and  that  a  saving  of  $1,480 
is  shown  by  the  modus  operandi  with  hired  labor,  in  comparison  with  the  contract  work 
with  chisel  and  dredge,  as  heretofore  practiced  at  similar  detached  work.  The  305 
cubic  yards  of  removed  rock  would  have  cost  the  Government  when  done  under  con- 
tract .$16  per  cubic  yard,  equal  to  1^(4,880,  whereas  the  cost  of  doing  the  work  by  our  own 
party,  including  all  incidentals,  amounts  to  only  $3,400,  showing  the  saving  above 
named.  Beside  this  I  have  to  say,  that  the  purchase  of  material  fordoing  such  kind  of 
work,  viz,  anchors,  rope,  steel,  sledge-hammers,  battery,  wire-rope,  &c.,  is  included 
in  the  above  stated  sum.  The  material  used  in  executing  the  work,  and  on  hand  for 
being  used  again,  represents  a  sum  of  $700.  Should  this  sum  be  deducted  from  the  en- 
tire cost  of  $3,400,  the  removal  of  rock  per  cubic  yard  would  be  about  $8.85." 

While  the  excavation  was  going  on  at  Saint  Louis  Chain,  some  incidental  work  had 
to  be  accomplished  at  the  foot  of  Campbell's  Chain.  The  running  ice  had  severed  from 
the  margin  of  the  channel  several  pieces  of  rock  and  thrown  them  into  the  middle  of 
the  same.  The  rock  at  this  chain  is  a  soft  magnesian  limestone,  very  much  honey- 
combed, and  by  the  action  of  the  ice  these  pieces  were  broken  off.  One  piece,  contain- 
ing about  2^  cubic  yards,  was  at  the  low  stage  of  water  very  near  the  surface,  and  en- 
dangered navigation  seriously.  With  your  permisHion  the  flat-boat  with  crew  was 
towed  to  the  foot  of  Campbell's  Chain,  and  a  day's  blasting  cleared  the  channel  of  this 
obstruction. 

The  hydrographic  survey,  with  the  sounding-apparatus  pertaining  to  this  work,  has 
furnished,  during  the  year,  most  valuable  additions  to  the  hydrographic  general  and 
special  maps  of  the  rapids. 

The  cuts  of  the  diflerent  chains  were  all  sounded  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the 
ice  had  washed  obstructions  into  the  channel ;  also  the  places  where  chisel  and  dredge 
had  been  used  for  excavation  of  rock,  underwent  an  inspection. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  several  pilots,  a  part  of  the  river  about  f  of  a  mile  below 
Duck  Creek  Chain  was  surveyed.  The  plotted  hydrographic  map  of  this  place 
showed  that  the  idea  of  improving  this  section,  called  by  the  pilots,  "Cottonwood 
Chain,"  was  merely  a  supposition,  based  upon  little  knowledge  of  the  channel  of  the 
river. 

Finally,  with  your  permission,  a  day  was  spent  in  sounding  the  river  above  Moline 
Chain  along  the  Illinois  shore,  for  enabling  the  commanding  officer  of  Rock  Island 
arsenal.  Col.  D.  W.  Flagler,  United  States  Army,  to  compute  certain  calculations 'by 
the  plotted  map  of  the  same,  in  regard  to  the  Moline  water-power.  The  above-men- 
tioned hydrographic  survey  commenced  on  the  1st  of  October,  and  was  closed  on  the 
21st  of  the  sauiQ  month. 

After  the  ice  commenced  to  run,  the  machine  was  hauled  out  of  the  water ;  was 
blocked  up  and  remained  on  shore  till  the  month  of  May,  1876,  when  she  was 
calked,  painted,  and  made  ready  for  use  again.  The  next  work  with  her  and  the- 
attached  rake,  will  be  at  the  lower  chain  aa  soon  as  the  stage  of  water  permits. 
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In  the  office  daring  the  winter,  assistants  have  been  employed  in  plotting  the  fajdro- 
graphic  survey  of  last,  fall,  with  a  view  of  collecting  from  the  maps  sach  information  as 
will  enable  yon  to  submit,  at  the  proper  time,  recommendations  for  the  prosecation  of 
the  work  of  improving  these  rapids,  in  accordance  with  the  appropriation  to  bcgraat«d 
by  Congress.  Should  the  appropriation  of  $50,000,  asked  by  you  in  your  last  report  for 
finishing  the  work  of  the  rapids,  fail,  and  but|20,00C  be  granted,  according  to  tberiTer 
and  harbor  bill,  now  pending  in  Congress,  for  the  fiscal  year  1876-1H77,  the  smallnessof 
the  amount  will  then  only  allow  you  to  propose  the  removal  of  small  patches  of  rock  and 
bowlders  near  Saint  Louis,  Duck  Creek,  and  Campbell's  Chain,  to  be  executed  by  hir^ 
labor  and  machinery,  which  was  so  economically  carried  on  last  year,  and  the  final 
and  closing  work  at  the  foot  of  Moline  Chain,^  stated  in  the  annual  reports  of  1874 
and  1875,  must  then  be  made  the  subject  of  another  and  last  appropriation. 

All  the  maps  and  calculations  necessary  for  a  project  to  be  submitted  by  you  to  tlie 
Chief  of  Engineers  are  ready ;  and,  in  reference  to  the  estimates  of  rock  based  upon  the 
maps,  I  state  that  they  are  carefully  compiled.  Observations  of  velocity  and  direction 
of  the  current  at  Moline  Chain  in  the  fall  of  last  year  recommended  a  small  variation 
from  the  project  of  1874  and  1875. 

The  amount  of  rock  to  be  removed  is  2,505.8  cubic  yards ;  and  as  this  work  will 
probably  have  to  be  done  under  a  new  and  final  appropriation,  I  can  but  repeat  the 
words  which  I  used  in  my  last  annual  report  in  reference  to  the  matter,  as  follows: 

"  I  most  respectfully  entreat  you  to  recommeud  this  remaining  work  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  higher  authorities  and  Congress,  as  a  subject  of  another  and  last 
appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  1877-78.  This  last  -work  represents  the  closing-stone 
of  an  undertaking  which  stands  in  the  history  of  improved  rivers  on  this  and  the 
other  side  of  the  ocean  unparalleled,  and  which,  in  the  accomplished  and  nndenied 
benefit  extended  to  the  navigation,  proves  to  be  of  the  greaticst  advantage  to  the  bor- 
dering States  of  the  river  and  a  perfect  success  in  engineering." 

The  current  at  the  Molino  Chain  exceeds  in  some  places  8  feet  velocity  per  second; 
and,  as  the  rock  to  be  removed  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  chisel  and  dredf^eare 
recommended  to  dispose  of  these  scattered  patches.  I  am  confident  that  at  this  chain 
no  bid  under  $18  per  cubic  yard  will  be  received  on  account  of  the  difficulties  expe- 
rienced by  working  chisel  and  dredge  in  the  middle  of  such  a  swift  current  in  the 
channel,  and  an  appropriation  of  ^0,000  for  the  fiscal  year  1877-78  would  fully  cover 
the  cost  of  work,  the  difilcult  engineering,  superintending,  and  coutiugencies,  and 
finish  the  improvements  of  the  Rock  Island  Rapids  of  the  Mississippi  River,  as  above 
stated. 

I  submit  a  table,  showing  amount  of  rock  excavated  at  the  dififerent  chains  daring 
the  years  1867  to  1875,  inclusive  : 
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I  take  great  pleasnre  in  briDging  to  your  notice  the  faithful  and  efficient  eervices 
rendered  by  AssiHt^nt  Engineer  C.  H.  Beuck  at  the  work  of  excavation  at  Lower  Chain 
by  means  of  a  cofler-dani  and  tboHc  of  Mr.  John  F.  Wallace,  ashistant  engineer,  who 
superintended  the  work  of  Hiibaqueous  blasting  at  Saint  Louis  Chain.  Both  jjentle- 
men  were  aided  from  time  to  time  by  Asnistanr.  E.  Cramer,  and  draughtHiuan,  Mr.  A. 
Stibolt,  who  deserve  full  credit  for  the  accurate  observations  by  theodolite  in  the  hydro- 
graphic  survey  of  Inst  fall. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.   F.    HOFFMA^'N, 

AsHUttant  Enginttr. 
Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A, 


N  4. 

IMPROVING  ILLINOIS  RIVER. 

The  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  E.  A.  Brown,  herewith  sabmitted, 
gives  the  details  of  the  progress  of  the  Illinois  River  iui prove weut  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

.  As  in  former  years,  for  the  purpose  of  aflFoiding  immediate  relief  to 
navigation,  channels  of  sufficient  width  for  the  passage  of  steamers  have 
been  opened  through  the  various  bars  upon  which  work  has  been  car- 
ried on  during  the  past  year,  and  should  funds  be  provided  hereafter 
for  the  purpose,  the  channels  may  be  widened. 

During  the  months  of  August  and  fc^ptember,  the  work  was  some- 
what delayed  by  the  prevalence  of  high  water  and  the  breaking  out  of 
malarial  fever  in  the  contractor's  and  engineer's  parties,  but  in  October 
and  November  and  up  to  the  17th  of  December,  when  operations  were 
interrupted  by  running  ice,  the  work  was  carried  on  vigorously  and 
with  most  satisfactory  results. 

Much  credit  is  due  the  contractor,  whose  superintendent,  Mr.  H.  S. 
Brown,  has  displayed  great  zeal  and  readiness  in  carrying  out  the  terms 
of  the  contract. 

During  the  winter  the  equipment  was  placed  in  thorough  repair  and 
every  arrangement  made  for  prosecuting  the  work  with  vigor,  but  owing 
to  the  continued  high  water  during  the  spring,  work  could  not  be  re- 
sumed until  the  29th  May,  1876.  For  reasons  mentioned  above,  the 
contractor,  finding  he  could  not  complete  his  contract  by  the  30th  of 
June,  the  specified  time,  made  api)lication  for  an  extension,  which  was 
granted,  and  the  time  extended  to  October  31,  1876. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Mr.  Brown's  report  that  the  results  of  the  con- 
struction of  low  dams,  jetties,  and  training-walla  are  very  satisfactory, 
and  amply  justify  the  continuance  of  the  samt^  method  of  improvement. 

During  the  past  year  numerous  surveys  and  resurveys  have  been 
made  of  the  various  bars,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  practical  re- 
sults of  the  work  thus  far  performed,  and  for  the  purpose  of  projecting 
new  work  for  the  coming  year,  and  making  estimates  for  the  fiscal  >ear 
ending  June  30, 1878. 

Mr.  Brown  renews  his  suggestion  that  an  equipment  may  be  pur- 
chased, at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  820,000,  so  that  it  may  always  be  in 
readiness  and  at  the  command  of  the  engineer  in  charge  to  be  employed 
in  restoring  such  channels  as  may  become  obstructed,  and  also  to  work 
gradually  in  increasing  the  width  of  the  channels  that  have  been  im- 
proved; and  I  recommend  that  authority  be  granted  to  procure,  from  the 
appropriation  anticipated  for  the  year  ending  June  30,1877,  a  dredge  and 
its  usual  equipments,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $20,000;  but  should  the  ap- 
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propriation  expected  for  the  current  fiscal  year  be  too  small  to  justify  the 
procuring  of  such  equipment,  I  would  then  recommend  that  authority 
be  obtained  for  purchasing  it  from  the  appropriation  of  $120,000  asked 
for  improving  Illinois  Eiver  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 $113,126  42 

Amount  expended  during;  fiscal  year  c^ndin);  June  30,  1876 73,434  56 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  $3,020.95  due  on  contracts 39, 691  86 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 40,000  00 

Amount  (cHtimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 120, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878.      80, 000  00 


REPORT  OF  MR.   R.  A.  BROWN,   ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

United  States  Quartek-Boat  Major  E.  F.  Hoffmann, 

At  Slim  Island  Bar,  June  30,  1876. 

Colonel:  For  tbe  improvement  of  the  Illinois  River  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1876, 1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations: 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1875,  work  was  progressing  at  Naples 
Flats,  with  three  dredges,  and  the  full  equipment  operating  twelve  hours  per  day. 

Having  provided  a  channel  throughout  the  bar,  (as  shown  in  tabular  statement  D, 
appended,)  on  the  31st  of  July  last  the  fieet  was  moved  to  Spar  Island  Bar,  and  imme- 
diately commenced  work  at  that  point,  but,  owing  to  severe  rain-storms,  causing  a 
stage  of  water  too  high  for  doing  satisfactory  work,  operations  were  sUvSpended  from 
the  4th  to  the  llth  of  August,  and  even  then  were  prosecuted  to  great  disadvantage. 
High  water  continued  during  the  month  of  August  and  the  greater  part  of  September. 
Malarial  i'evers  also  costributed  to  our  troubles  to  a  great  extent.  During  September, 
the  supprintendeut  and  his  associate,  two  foremen  of  dredges,  the  pilots  and  engineers 
of  two  tow-boats,  were  indisposed,  several  of  whom  were  obliged  to  leave  the  work  for 
medical  attendance.  Of  the  engineer  party,  at  the  close  of  the  month,  all  but  three 
members  were  on  the  sick-list,  making  the  duties  of  the  well  very  arduous;  but  by 
employing  a  few  laborers,  and  taking  advantage  of  circnmstances,  together  with  the 
judicious  and  liberal  use  of  quinine,  no  delay  occurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
on  the  part  of  the  contract^or. 

Having  completed  the  improvement  of  Spar  Island  and  School-house  Bars,  on  the 
26th  of  September  the  equipment  was  moved  to  French  Bar,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  work  left  in  an  unfinished  condition  last  season. 

The  month  of  October  proved  very  favorable  for  work,  as  the  stage  of  water  was  a 
mean  of  4.4  feet,  that  of  July,  August,  and  September  being  8.2,  9.3,  and  7.6  feet, 
respectively.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  contractor's  force  also  greatly  improved, 
thus  giving  a  good  showing  in  the  advancement  of  the  work,  which  was  prosecuted  at 
Apple  Creek,  Pearl  Shoals,  and  McKee's  Creek  Bar  with  little  interruption  up  to  the 
17th  of  Dexiember,  when  running  ice  forced  the  dredges  and  equipment  to  the  banks. 
The  superintendent,  for  the  contractor,  here  took  the  precaution  to  move  into  winter 
quarters,  as  the  probabilities  were  against  further  efiectlve  operations  for  the  season. 
Arrangements  had  already  been  made  to  make  a  thorough  repairing  of  machinery 
during  winter ;  accordingly,  the  dredges  were  soon  dismantled,  and  on  the  return  of 
favorable  weather  were  not  in  condition  to  resume  work,  unfortunately,  for  the  winter 
proved  very  mild  and  favorable  for  active  operations,  a  state  of  afiuirs  entirely  unex- 
pected. 

Attempts  to  prosecute  work  on  this  river  during  the  winter  season,  in  former  years, 
having  proved  futile,  the  contractor,  through  his  superintendent,  Mr.  H.  S.  Brown, 
gave  his  whole  attention  to  the  repairs  of  his  equipment,  and  with  the  best  of  results. 

Dredge  No.  4  has  been  entirely  rebuilt,  the  impaired  machinery  being  replaced  by 
new.  Dredges  Nos.  2  and  3  have  been  thoroughly  repaired ;  likewise  the  tow-boats, 
dump-scows,  and  fiat-boats. 

The  present  plant  is  in  the  most  efficient  condition  of  any  ever  before  provided  for 
this  work,  and  consists  of  3  dredges,  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4 ;  2  steamboats;  1  steam  pile-driver, 
(mounted  on  a  flat-boat ;)  6  dump-scows,  (nearly  new ;)  and  5  decked  flat-boats,  besides 
a  liberal  stock  of  other  implements. 

The  contractor's  superintendent,  Mr.  H.  S.  Brown,  shows  commendable  zeal  not  only 
in  providing  an  equipment  capable  of  pushing  the  work,  but  in  giving  bis  personal 
attention  to  details  during  its  progress. 
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On  the  firet  of  March,  with  few  exceptions,  the  plant  was  in  order  for  re«nniiD| 
work,  but  the  stage  of  water  prevented — the  mean  for  the  month  being  12.9  feet;  th»t 
for  April  was  17  feet,  thus  bringing  the  time  for  the  resumption  of  operations  down  to 
nearly  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  contractor,  seeing  that  this  protracted  d^'lay 
would  not  allow  him  to  complete  his  work  at  the  specified  time,  on  the  8th  of  Mij 
made  application  to  have  the  time  extended  to  the  31st  of  October,  1876.  Tf.e&ppliei- 
tion,  being  favorably  indorsed  by  yon,  the  time  was  extended. 

On  the  29rh  of  May,  aft<*r  a  suspension  of  164  days,  the  river  having  receded  toi 
ll.l-foot  stage,  referred  to  low-wat^^r,  the  contractor  was  instructed  to  commence  work 
at  Naples  Bar,  (h»\ver  croHsing,)  this  being  the  most  favorable  locality. 

Opf  rations  have  continued  up  to  the  close  of  the  year,  with  the  results  meDtiooed 
elsewheie. 

Operations  during  the  year  have  been  conducted  under  two  contracts ;  that  of  Georjje 
Williams,  of  Keokuk,  Ohio,  dated  September  14,  1874,  having  been  extended  to  tbe 
3lHt  of  October,  1875. 

Thf  amount  of  work  performed  under  this  contract  during  the  fiscal  }*ear  is  as  fal- 
lows, viz: 


QiuDtities. 


Localities. 


NapIcM  Flats 

Spar  Island 

do S«ho<»l  House 

do French  Itar    

Snagging NapIi>H  Flats 

do Frottch  Bar    

rasting  on  dams i  School  Honae 

Piling  in  dam  No.  1 do 

Rrnsh  in  dara  No.  I j do 

I  Stone  in  dam  No.  1 .  do 


3.S74SI 

4,491  M 

»M 

9084 

ItON 

atnoo 

1.617  i4 

1.115  m 

Total «Ll«fl 


2P.944  en  bio  yards Earth-excavation 

7,583  cubic  yards do 

15  808  cubic  yards  

17.604  cubic  yards  

2  honrs'  work,  dredge 

3  h.  and  50  m.  work,  dredge 

1 1  hours'  work,  dredge 

1.380  linear  feet 

5'/7.2cord«    

808  9-10  cubic  yards 

2.2K5  linear  foot i  Pilinsr  in  dams  1  Spar  Island. 

495 9-10 cords I  Brush  in  dams |...  do 


The  amount  expended  under  this  contract  per  last  annual  report  was. 
Total  expended  under  this  contract. 


Price. 


•0  25 

25 

25 

25 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

15 

225 

2  00 

15 

225 


60. 4^  H 


Copy  affinal  estimate  (No,  II)  of  work  done  hy  George  WilliamSf  under  Mb  contract  fir 
the  improvement  of  the  Illinois  RirtTj  dated  September  14,  1874. 

Total  amount  of  work  done,  including  retained  percentage |60,4^  91 

Di'duct  former  payments,  as  per  receipted  vouchers M, 439  li 

Balance  dne 6,04619 

Under  the  contract  with  William  Patrick,  of  Phcpnix.  Oswego  Connty,  N.  Y.,  d»ted 
May  31,  1B75,  the  amount  of  work  done  is  shown  by  the  following  statement,  viz: 


Quantities. 

Items. 

Locality. 

Price.    Amooit. 

18,0.'i3  cubic  yards. . . 
4.-298  cubic  yanis  ... 
32,901  C4ibicyan1s... 
7,315  cubic  yards  ... 
12.483  cubic  yards... 
10  ono  oubio  vnrds. . . 

Earth-excavation 

do 

do 

do 

do 

A  pple  Creek  Bar 

•0  2)^    |j.flM"< 

Pearl  Shoals 

0  2H     i.aD4« 

McKee'n  Cn»ek  Bar 

Naples  Bar,  (lower  crossing) 

Littio  Blue  River  Bar 

Slim  Ifilnud  Bar 

0  2H  9.^^ 
0  2S      iM"* 

do 

Castiniron  dam 

Sna^gins 

Moving  to  and  casting  on  dam 

Snag>ring 

do    

0  2H      t*** 

96k  hoars'  work 

IJ  hours'  work 

3:1  hours'  work 

1  hour's  work 

School  house  Bar 

11  00         313  9 

Apple  Creek  Bar 

RparTslnnd  Bar 

Naples  Bar 

11  00         "2 

1100     w; 

11  00          ItM 

6  27*60  hours'  work  . . 

Little  Blue  River  Bar 

Spar  Iiiland  Bar 

11  00  :        W* 

477  5-10  cubic  yards. 

Stone  in  dam  Nos.  1  and  2 

Piles  driven  in  dara  Ka  2 

Briiflh  in  dnin  No.  S    ..••.•••, 

3  .W      1.  IS)  ^ 

945  linear  feat 

Peari  Shoals 

0  15  :      HI  ^ 

do 

2  50      1.3»^ 

4-44  5-10  cnbic  yards.. 

720  linear  feet 

41H  4-10  cords 

904  cubic  yards 

Total  

Stone  in  dara  No.  2 

do    

•    2  50;    1«1» 

Pilps  driven  In  dara  No.  2  ... . 

Brush  Indnm  No.  2 

Stone  in  dam  No.  8 

Buckhom  Bar 

do 

do    

2. no    i.w|2 

2  50         *** 

30.«l« 
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MATERIAL  RK8ULT8  OF  THE  TEAR. 

A  channel  4  feet  in  depth  is  provided  tLroa^^h  Naples  Flats,  100  feet  wide  for  2,400 
feet  through  the  upper  section,  and  105  feet  wide  fur  6,200  feet  throughout  the  lower 
section.  The  total  length  of  channel  is  8,G00  feet,  4,000  feet  having  been  completed  last 
year ;  also  at  this  point  is  constructed  with  dredged  material  some  1,:{00  linear  feet  of 
earth-dike. 

A  channel  at  Spar  Island  Bar  1,500  feet  in  length,  150  feet  wide,  and  4  feet  deep  ;  also, 
1,400  feet  of  earth-dike,  built  with  dredgtMl  material. 

A  channel  at  School  House  Bar  2,400  ?eet  in  length,  150  feet  wide,  and  4  feet  deep ; 
also,  1,100  linear  feet  of  earth-dike,  built  with  dredged  material,  revetted  with  rubble 
stone. 

At  French  Bar  the  channel  provided  last  season  was  widened  1  cnt,  making  its 
present  width  110  feet  throughout  tlie  entire  length  of  the  bar,  H,700  feet.  Two  hun- 
dred a-jd  tifry  feet  (linear)  of  earth-dike  was  built  with  dredged  material ;  also,  the 
dike  of  1H74  re-enforce<l. 

At  Apple  Creek  Bar  was  opened  a  channel  through  the  upper  section  150  feet  wide 
for  1,700  feet,  and  through  the  lower  section  120  feet  wide  and  1,650  feet  in  length. 
With  this  dredged  material  was  couHrrueted  some  2,600  linear  feet  of  earth-dike. 

At  dam  No.  2,  Pearl  Shoals,  was  provided  a  channel  900  feet  in  length,  120  feet  wide, 
and  4  feet  deep.  The  dredged  maleiial  was  placed  on  the  brush  and  stone  dam  with 
scows. 

At  McKee's  Creek  Bar  the  dimensions  of  the  improved  channel  are  3,100  feet  in 
length,  120  feet  wide,  and  4  feet  deep.  The  excavated  material  was  nsed  in  backing 
the  dam,  closing  the  chute,  also  in  the  construction  of  500  linear  feet  of  earth-dike, 
projecting  from  the  west  shore,  closing  the  old  channel. 

At  Naples  Bar,  lower  crossing,  the  channel  made  in  1872  has  been  widened;  also,  a 
greater  depth  provided  by  the  removal  of  lumps.  Some  300  limar  feet  of  earth-dike 
built,  projecting  from  the  east  shore. 

The  improvement  of  Little  Blue  Kiver  Bar  will  insure  a  channel  140  feet  wide  and 
4  feet  in  depth.  Length  of  cut,  1,500  feet.  With  the  dredged  material,  consisting  of 
bowlders,  rubble,  shingle,  gravel,  sand,  and  shells,  in  constructing  a  cross-dam  500  feet 
in  length,  projecting  from  the  west  shore,  closing  the  old  channel. 

All  the  depths  given  above  are  referred  to  low  water. 

The  channel  at  Slim  Island  Bar  is  yet  uuiiuished.  The  approximate  estimate  of  work 
done  is  10,000  cubic  yards. 

DAMS  AND  JKTTIK8. 

At  School  House  Bar  is  constructed,  of  piling,  brush,  and  stone,  backed  with  earth, 
a  dam  closing  the  east  chute.  Length,  HOU  teet;  base,  36.2  feet ;  height,  5.4  feet,  (mean 
dimensions;)  hfight  above  low  water,  3  feet. 

The  cost  per  cubic  yard  is  75.6  cents  for  brush  and  stone  ;  26.8  cents  for  earth.  Total 
cost  per  cubic  yard,  MA  cents;  cost  per  linear  foot,  $3.27^%. 

At  Spar  Island  Bar  is  constructed,  of  piling,  brush,  and  stone,  dam  No.  1,  680  feet 
length  ;  base.  35  fret;  height,  5  feet ;  bucked  with  earth  cast  on  with  a  dredge.  Tnis 
closes  Otwell's  1  hnte.  Dam  No.  2,  2U0  feet  in  length,  same  base  and  height  as  No.  1. 
This  closes  Spar  Island  Chute.  The  cost  \Hiv  cubic  yard  is  93.7  cents  for  brush  and  stone, 
25i  cents  for  earth.  Total  cost  of  dam  per  cubic  yard,  72.7  cents.  Costi>er  linear  foot 
of  <Iam,  ^{.43. 

At  Pearl  Shoals  was  built,  of  piling,  brush,  and  stono,  dam  No.  2,  8.S0  feet  in  length, 
including  trsining-wall ;  base,  35.6  teet;  height,  5.2  feet,  (mean  dimensions,)  backed 
with  dredged  material  put  in  place  with  dump-scows.  Cost  of  brush  and  stone,  95.7 
cents  per  cubic  yard  ;  cost  of  earth,  nothing.  'J'otal  cost  of  dam  per  cubic  yard,  52.2 
centa;  cost  )'er  linear  foot,  $3.30.  This  dam  is  for  the  pur(K>Be  of  contracting  the  low- 
wat^^r  channel,  the  river  at  this  point  being  some  1,300  fi^et  wide,  and  very  shallow. 

Dam  No.  1  is  located  about  1  mile  above.  It  is  not  yet  completed.  The  piles  driven 
last  season  for  its  construction,  collected,  during  the  high  water  of  July  and  August 
last,  a  large  amount  of  drift,  making  at  the  time  a  very  effective  dam,  but  of  a  rude 
nature.  Should  the  drift  remain  as  collected  it  will  answer  our  purpose  very  well;  if 
not,  it  is  proposed  to  complete  it  in  the  regular  manner. 

The  chutH  east  of  Buckhorn  Inland  is  chised  with  a  dam  of  piling,  brush  and  stone. 
The  mean  dimensions  are,  length  (i50  feet,  base  38  feet,  height  6  feet. 

The  piles  driven  last  season,  as  an  experiment,  proved  insufficient  to  close  the  chute 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  total  cost  of  the  dam  is  $3,041.57,  including  last  year's  work.  Cost  per  cubic 
yard  of  brush  and  stone,  $1.12  ^'g.    Cost  per  linear  foot  of  dam,$4.(>H. 

This  work  was  completed  on  the  22d  of  November.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the 
season  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  commence  new  work.  Experience  teaches  that  it 
is  not  prudent  to  leave  work  in  an  unfinished  condition  during  the  winter  or  high-water 
seasons.    Accordingly,  the  equipment  was  moved  into  winter  quarters  at  Naples. 
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Our  experience  in  the  constrncfcion  of  brnsh  and  stone  dams  is  very  Batinfactorr. 
The  specifications  and  plans  are  followed  closely  and  with  good  results.  The  entire 
mass  of  brnsh  is  held  iu  position  by  one  line  of  pilin^^r  and  fully  bonded  together  in  1 
mattress  (consisting  of  several  courses)  which  remains  on  the  water-surface  and  sab- 
surface  nntil  the  ballast  is  thrown  on  from  scows,  causing  the  mass  to  sink  regularly 
to  the  bottom,  after  which  it  is  generally  backed  or  re-enforced  with  earth  cast  np  with 
a  dredge  or  dumped  from  scows.  The  mattress  is  built  with  a  down-stream  batter  of 
one  on  three,  the  up-stream  baiter  of  1  on  4. 


During  the  year  detailed  survej'S  of  the  following  bars  have  been  made  before  and 
after  dredging,  viz : 

The  upper  section  of  Naples  Flats,  Spar  Island,  School  House,  Apple  Creek,  French, 
Pearl  Shoals,  McKee's  Creek,  Naples,  (lower  crossing,)  and  Little  Blue  River.  Also 
preliminary  surveys  of  Silver  Creek,  C^rand  Pass,  Buckhom,  Bevington,  Florence,  LJtUe 
Blue  River,  Meredosia  Island,  NapleH,  (lower  crossing,)  Slim  Island,  Bedford,  and 
Pilot's  Peak  Bars  were  made  during  the  months  of  October,  November,  December,  and 
June,  for  the  purpose  of  planning  work  for  the  present  season. 

The  extreme  high  stage  of  the  river  prevailing  during  the  season  rendered  the  sur- 
veys very  laborious. 

During  the  present  working  season,  should  the  stage  of  water  bo  favorable,  I  wish 
to  make  resurveys  of  most  of  the  bars  on  the  section  of  the  river  extending  from 
Naples  to  Havana,  for  the  purpose  of  plauning  future  work  ;  also  to  ascertain  if  aoy 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  improve  d  channels. 

The  bars  where  work  is  planned  for  the  present  season  being  generally  short,  will, 
in  connection  with  the  work  before  referred  to,  require  quite  active  oi>eration8  on  the 
part  of  the  engineering  party.  A  large  lield  force  will  therefore  be  a  necessity  in  order 
to  prosecute  the  work  advantageously  and  with  due  economy.  Transient  men  can  be 
employed  in  many  cases  to  advantage,  pecuniarily  and  otherwise. 

PLANS  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1877. 

Owing  to  the  high  stage  of  the  river  during  July,  August,  and  September  last,  and 
the  protracted  season  of  high  water  the  last  spring,  a  numl»er  of  bars  mentioned  in 
my  last  annual  report,  iu  "Plans  for  the  preneut  working  season,^'  were  not  reached, 
which  accounts  for  the  repetition  here. 


List  of  bars  to  be  iiuprovcd. 


Bevington 

Flori^Dce 

Slim  IslAiid  and  Bedford  . 

Pilot'ePeak , 

Biickhom 

Graud  Paas 

Otwell's 

Silver  Creek 

Hurricane  Island 

Twelve-llile  Island 

Six-Mile  Island 


Total  cubic  yards,  approximate . 


Estimated 
culxyards^ 


14,0 
<0 
13,0 
16,0 
15c  0 
15,0 
11.0 
40,0 
«•• 
^0 
30,0 


191. 


ESTIMATE. 

191,000  cnbic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  28  cents $53,480 

Estimated  cost  of  dams 9,&S0 

Estimated  cost  of  engineering  and  contingencies 7,000 

Total  estimated  cost  of  improvement  below  Big  Blue  River,  near  Naples. .     70,  OOO 

Shonid  no  unforeseen  obstacle  prevent,  the  present  available  balance,  together  with 
the  anticipated  ^appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  will  be  ample  to 
complete  the  improvement  as  above  estimated. 

In  case  points  on  the  river  demand  attention  before  the  list  of  bars  is  improTed,  I 
would  suggest  a  change  of  programme  for  the  purpose. 

I  would  most  respectfully  renew  the  suggestion  given  in  my  last  annual  report,  vii, 
that  authority  be  obtained  at  an  early  day  to  purchase  such  an  equipment  aa  will  an 
Bwer  the  requirements  of  this  work,  the  cost  not  to  exceed  |20,000. 
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Advantage  conld  then  be  taken  of  the  market  for  the  purchase,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  contract  work,  when  the  ioiprovemeut  would  be  sufficiently  advanced  to  allow  of 
ltd  being  continued  with  the  smaller  equipment,  the  Government  would  be  in  readiness 
to  operate  on  its  own  account  to  advantage. 

A  detailed  estimate  of  cost  of  purchasing  and  operating  a  dredge  and  equipment  is 
herewith  submitted,  as  one  argument  in  favor  of  this  project. 

Another  is,  the  operatives  can  be  employed  direct;  and  with  the  prices  mentioned  in 
the  estimate,  the  most  skillful,  energetic,  and  faithful  men  can  be  secured. 

The  e4[uipmcnt  can  thus  be  kept  in  an  efficient  condition,  always  in  readiness  to 
operate  at  points  wherever  desired,  and  at  short  notice.  The  above  conditions  are  not 
always  sure. 

The  reason  for  not  recommending  this  project  at  present  is,  that  in  order  to  push  the 
work  to  early  completion,  it  would  necessitate  the  purchase  of  a  much  grctiter  plant 
than  would*  be  needed  in  the  maintenance  of  the  improvement;  a  loss  in  the  sale 
of  surplus  would  probably  accrue. 

The  plan,  lately  pursued,  of  cutting  narrow  channels,  seems  to  be  generally  popu- 
lar, as  it  enables  us  to  expedite  the  work  materially,  thereby  giving  more  direct  relief 
to  navigation. 

Ab  shown  by  estimate  herewith  submitted,  the  additional  width  can  be  provided  in 
these  cuts  by  the  employment  of  a  plant  owned  and  managed  by  Government  direct, 
at  a  less  coHt  than  by  the  present  contract  system. 

My  report  for   the  last  fiscal  year  gave  the  original  estimate  for  the 
completion    of  this  work  by  the  system  of  dredging  and  constructing 

dams  and  jetties $391,912  00 

There  has  since  been  appropriated — 

In  1H70 - 1100,000 

In  1873,  (allotted) 20.000 

In  1873,  June  23 75,000 

In  I875,March  3 75,000 

Total  expended  and  pledged  for  the  work 270,000  00 

Balance  to  be  appropriated  under  the  original  estimate 121,912  00 

Owing  to  circumstances  of  different  natures,  such  as  underestiuiates  (for  want  of 
Buttlcient  data)  on  siinie  of  the  bars  in  the  lower  river,  delays  incident  to  the  failure 
to  receive  funds  in  sufficient  amounts,  the  profcnicfced  high- water  season,  &c.,  the  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  its  completion  should  be  revised,  in  order  to  show  the  propriety  of 
applying  for  means  in  excess  of  the  original  estimate. 

For  the  section  of  river  below  Big  Blue  River,  an  estimate  is  given  under  the  beftd  of 
"  Plans  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877." 

The  bars  remaining  unimproved,  for  which  no  fund  is  provided,  are  situated  in  the 
section  of  river  extending  from  Big  Blue  River,  Pike  County,  to  Havana,  and  are  as 
follows,  viz:  Big  Blue  River,  Mereilosia  Island,  Meredosia,  Wilson's  Island,  Eagle 
Island,  Indian  Creek,  Beaver  Dam,  bar  at  Beardst^wn,  Sugar  Creek  Islaud,  Dutoh- 
muu's  Creek,  Sangamon,  Grand  Island,  and  Spoon  River  Bars. 

The  approximate  amount  of  earth-excavation  is  300,000  cubic  yards. 

ESTIMATED  COST  OP  COMPLETING  AND  MAINTAINING  THE  IMPROVEMENT. 

(The  list  of  bars  is  given  above.) 

300,000  cubic  yards  earth-excavation,  (dredging,)  at  25  cents $75,000  00 

4,500  linear  feet  of  brush,  and  stone  dams,  at  $3.33^ 15, 000  00 

Contingent  expenses  and  engineering -. 10,000  00 

Total  cost  of  works  to  be  constrncted 100,000  00 

Estimated  cost  of  dredge  and  equipment  to  be  used  in  maintaining  and 

widening  the  channel,  (details  given  elsewhere) 20,000  00 

Total 120,000  00 

This  amount  conld  profitably  be  expended  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

MAINTENANCE. 

After  the  work  estimated  in  this  report  is  performed,  annual  appropriations  of 
$20,000  would  be  required  for  a  few  years  to  operate  the  equipment,  until  the  addi- 
tional width  is  x>rovided  in  the  channels  already  cut ;  then  a  less  fund  would  probably 
be  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  improvement. 
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Estimate  of  cost  of  purchasing  and  running  a  dredge  and  equipment  on  Government  <utmaL 

COST  OP  PLANT. 

One  dredge,  (capacity y  350  cubic  yards  per  day) tll,000 

Oue  tow-boat 5,000 

Three  dump-scows,  (side-pockets,)  $750  each 2,20 

One  flat-boat,  (deck) 5O0 

Tools,  lines,  &o 1,250 

Total  cost - 20,000 

COST  OF  RUNNING  DREDGE. 

One  engineer,  12  months,  at  $1!25  per  month $1,500 

One  crane-man,  12  months,  at  $60  per  mouth 720 

One  fireman,  9  months,  at  $60  per  month 540 

Two  deck-hands,  9  months,  at  $100  per  month 900 

Oue  watchman,  9  months,  at  $50  per  month 450 

Twenty-five  bushels  coal,  at  12  cents,  $3  per  day,  225  daj^s 675 

Oil,  waste,  and  repairs,  $2  per  day,  225  days 450 

5,235 

TOW-BOAT. 

One  pilot  and  master,  10  months,  at  $100  per  month 1,000 

One  engineer,  9  months,  at  $80  per  month 720 

One  fireman,  9  months,  at  $60  per  month 540 

One  deck-hand,  9  months,  at  $50  per  month 450 

Thirty  bushels  coal,  at  12  cents,  $3.60  per  day,  300  days 1,080 

Oil,  waste,  repairs,  .and  contingencies,  $4  per  day,  300  days 1,200 

^— — ^—    4,990 

Engineering  and  contingencies  for  one  year 9,775 

Total  cost  for  operating  one  year 20,000 

Estimate  of  work  accomplished  in  2r?6  days,  (cubic  yards) 78.730 

Cost  per  cubic  yard $0.2ii.4 

The  tabular  statements  herewith  submitted  will  give  some  idea  of  the  importanoeof 
this  river  in  regard  to  domestic  trade. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  statements  are  intended  to  show  the  comparative  rank  it 
takes  with  other  western  rivers.  The  country  it  drains  is  too  well  known  to  callfot 
any  description.  As  an  agricultural  district  it  has  no  superior.  Nature  has  been  re- 
markably generous  in  its  provisions,  not  only^  in  regard  to  soil  and  climate,  bat  ia 
forming  an  outlet  for  it«  productions. 

I  can  call  to  mind  no  transportation-route  where  such  quick  and  satisfactory  results 
can  be  obtained  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  funds  as  on  this  river.     It  is  to  be  re- 
retted  that  sutficient  means  have  not  beeu  provided  to  complete  the  improvemeot 
oug  ere  this. 

Ap])ended  to  this  report  are  sheets  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  giving  condensed  statements  of 
work  performed  and  results  obtained,  as  well  as  other  information.    Maps  are  nearly 
completed  (scale,  -g-^Ti)  showing  the  condition  of  bars  before  and  after  improvemeDt; 
also  plan,  elevation,  and  transverse  section  of  dams. 
Most  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  Brows. 


lo 


Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A, 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


From  the  **Annual  Statement  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Saint  Louis  for  the  year 
1875,  reports  to  the  Merchants'  Exchange  of  Saint  Louis  by  George  H.  Morgan,  secre- 
tary," are  compiled  the  appended  tables,  showing  interesting  details  of  the  trade  of 
this  line  of  transportation  as  compared  with  other  routes. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OP  ENGINEERS. 


681 


Table  l.—8hamng  the  amount  affreight^  in  tone,  received  at  and  shipped  from  Saint  Louis 

hy  the  following  routes : 


KECEIVED. 


Bivers. 

1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

1871. 

Upper  Mississippi ...- 

198,100 
128,020 
153,995 
30,160 
100 
153,150 

231,060 
169,780 
192,  770 

44,830 
340 

93,985 

281, 175 
226, 535 
125,715 
38.630 
1,075 
127,925 

242,584 

295,960 

175, 370 

26,895 

3,720 

119,390 

236,887 

Ix)wer  Mississippi 

313, 211 

Illinois 

146,000 

Missouri 

72,579 

Bed,  Ouachita,  Arkansas,  and  T^hite.... 
Ohio,  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee 

4,176 
111.548 

SHIPPED. 


Elvers. 

1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

1871. 

Upper  Mississippi 

96.225 

367, 2:W 

18,470 

25.100 

1,4H0 

1.560 

129,025 

95,800 

469, 065 

13,  740 

20,390 

5,445 

2, 225 

100, 660 

61,966 
525,445 
11,695 
27,810 
34.  640 
2,140 
119, 660 

55,235 

543,666 

15, 9:«) 

27,536 

32,690 

2,040 

127,985 

78,967 

Ijower  Mississippi - 

477,  970 

Illinois 

10, 936 

Missouri 

Bed,  OuachiU,  Arkansas,  and  White.... 
Cumberland  and  Tennessee 

44.438 

42.995 

2,534 

Ohio 

112, 652 

Table  II. — Showing  the  entire  movement  in  flour  and  grain,  hy  rivers,  for  1875. 

RECEIPTS. 


Bivers. 

Flour. 

Barrels. 
91,  .-529 
68.115 
16.873 
2,082 

Wheat. 

Com. 

Oats. 

Bye. 

Barley. 

Upper  Misnisflippi 

Bushds. 
748,  968 
656.363 
276,  951 
352.098 
315 
3,060 

BusheU. 
832.486 
13.112 
954.6ftO 
156,900 

BusheU. 

1,050,440 

117 

75, 574 

85,504 

BusheU. 
15, 791 
4,297 
4,630 
8,080 

Bushds. 
241,901 

Lower  MiasisHippi 

4,853 

Illinois    

1,083 

Missouri 

483 

Ohio  Cninb^rlaiid  and  TeunesHee 

Bed,  Ouachita,  Arkansas,  and  White 

EXPORTS. 


Bivers. 


Flour. 


Now  Orleans  boats 

Vicksbnrj;  boats 

Memphis  boats 

Cumberland  and  Tennessee.. 
Bed.  Onach  ta.  and  Arkansas 

Upper  Mississippi 

Ohio 

Illinois 

Missouri 


BarreU. 

505, 248 

147, 972 

142, 519 

400 

900 

5,623 

2,4H9 

18,894 

754 


Wheat. 


BusheU. 
156, 179 
11,513 
20,126 


131, 103 

9.292 

61,501 

585 


Com. 


BusheU. 
824.977 
3t*5.  447 
156, 077 


35,000 

458 

3,783 

3,117 

12,455 


Oats. 


BusheU. 

1, 282. 383 

227.565 

140.  787 

1,800 

1,350 

860 

4,595 

148 

819 


Bye. 


BusheU. 
5,101 
2.126 
4,090 


775 
704 


666 
05 


Barley. 


BusheU, 

4,011 
168 
560 


2,912 

3,614 

289 

1,554 


Table  III. — Showing  receipts  of  hog-product  at  Saint  Louis  hy  rivers  for  1875. 


Boute. 


Pork. 


Cut  meat. 


Bacon. 


Lard. 


Upper  Mississippi 
L<iwer  MisMiasippi 

Illinois    

Missouri 


BarreU. 

127 

14, 508 

15 


Pounds. 
1, 904, 982 

23.300 
952, 198 

44,040 


Pounds. 

1, 946, 153 

82,965 

453,349 

315, 972 


Pounds. 
60.1, 625 
166, 325 
510, 340 
29,490 
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Table  IV. — Shotoing  the  receipts  of  hogs  at  Saint  Louis  fur  seven  years. 


Route. 

1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

1872. 

1871. 

1870. 

laGSL 

Upper  MiHsiflsippi 

35,681 
1,462 

22,047 
6.854 

29,827 

3,986 

11,. 319 

21,099 

20,080 
2,645 
8,543 

15,580 

28,482 

1,806 

10,  458 

19, 340 

13,850 
1,111 
6,403 

20.156 

26,430            9^  299 

Lower  Misaieuippi 

2.920 
•     7,550 

14,851 

H.  103 

Illinois 

19.0«» 

MiBSouri 

15,679 

Table  V. — Shotoing  the  receipts  of  live  stock  at  Saint  Louis f  1875. 


Boute. 


Cattle.       Sheep.        Hogn.      ^^'.JI^JJ^ 


Upper  Mississippi  River  boats 
Lower  Mississippi  River  boats. 

IlUnoig  River  boats , 

IkUssouri  River  boats 


Head. 

10.937 

1. 251 

2. 139 

2,095 


Mead. 
9, 62-:e 
1.374 
2.811 
2,633 


Head. 

35,631 

1,  462 

22,047 

6,854 


Head. 

2,850 
194 

sao 

3eC 


Table  VI. — Showing  the  receipts  and  shipments  of  hay  and  salt  at  Saint  Louis  in  1875. 


Route. 

Hay,  bales. 

Salt  receipts. 

Receipts. 

Shipments. 

Saclcs. 

Bamla. 

Upper  Mississippi  River  boats 

67.634 

58 

5,077 

524 
104,334 

600 

Lower  Mississippi  River  boats 

89,936 
104 

5 

lUioois  River  boats 

4.G58 

Ohio  River  boats 

230^6^3 

Missouri  River  boats 

344 

Other  rivers 

3,356 

Table  VII. — Shomng  the  number  of  trips  made  by  the  Illinois  River  packets  in  1H75. 


Saint  Louis  and  Naples  Packet  Company  . 
Saint  Louis  and  Peoria Paeket  Company.. 
Other  boats,  (estimated) 


TOWING  AND  ICE  BUSINESS. 

In  addition  to  the  above  statistics  of  trade  of  the  Ulinois  River,  can  be  inention«d 
10  tow-boats,  estimated  mean  tonnage  225  tons ;  tonnage  of  barges  not  known.  Some 
of  these  boats  take  grain-barges,  with  a  capacity  of  from  25,000  to  40,000  bushels  each, 
direct  to  New  Orleans  without  breaking  bulk.  The  cargoes  are  there  transferred  direct 
to  ocean  vessels  for  £uro|>e.    The  estimated  ice-product  for  1875  is  150,000  tonn. 

K.  A.  Brown. 
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X.^  Abstract  of  oontracUfor  improving  the  lUinois  River  in  force  during  theJUoal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1876. 


1. 

a 

II 

51 

Name  and  residence  of  oontraotor. 

Date  of  con. 
tract. 

Snbjeot  of  oootraot 

if 

13  00 

9| 
It. 

h 

1 

6fH>r{;e  Williams,  Keoknk,  Inwa. , .  ^« . .  *  - 

a^pt.  1  i  1^4     MfttoHid  and  IhTmh:. 

n 

|0  IS 

William  Patrick.  PhoBuii,  U.  r,,---,,-. 

Mmj  31, 1^3 

15 

Name  and  rf«idence  of 
contractor. 


GfH>rf;e  Williams,  Keoknk, 

Iowa. 
William  Patrick,  PbcBnix. 

N.y. 


Date  of  con. 
tract 


Subject  of  con- 
tract. 


For  fttmiihtni; 

and    patting 
in  pU 


Sept.  14t  1HT4 
May  31, 1875 


Material  and 

labor, 
...do 


12  35 
3  50 


it 


Is 

il 

'■og 

li1 


13  00     $10  00 
3  50  !    11  00 


Bemarki. 


Con  tract  completed 
October  31, 1875. 

Contract  extended 
to  October  31,1876. 
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B. — Tahle  showing  the  stage  of  water  in  the  Illinois  River  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jmmt 
30, 1876,  at  Naples  and  points  on  the  work  extending  40  miles  helow» 


[The  zero 

of  raferenoe  \b  low.water  of  1867.] 

1875. 

1876. 

©•y. 

1 

i 

p 
< 

1 

1 

1 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

6.6 
7.3 
9.5 
10.3 
9.9 
9.9 
9.8 
9.9 
10.0 
10.1 
10.3 
10.4 
10.4 
10.2 
10.1 
9.7 

a9 
as 

7.6 
7.0 
6.7 
6.5 
6.2 
6.2 
5.9 
5^6 
5.3 
5.6 
6.4 
6.4 
6.7 

&9 
10.7 
11.6 
11.9 
12.1 
11.9 
11.1 
10.2 
9.6 
U.5 
9.5 
9.5 
9.5 
9.4 
9.3 
9.2 
9.3 
9.1 
8.9 
8.8 
86 
8.4 
8.3 
8.7 
8.5 
8.3 
8.1 
7.8 
7.6 
7.4 
7.1 

&9 
6.6 
6.4 
6.1 
5.8 
5.6 
5.3 
5.0 
4  8 
6.2 
7.9 
&6 
9.1 
9.4 
9.5 
9.3 
8.9 
8.6 
8.3 
8.0 
7.8 
7.6 
7.4 
7.2 
6.9 
9.7 
9.5 
9.1 

e.7 

7.9 
7.5 
7.1 
6.8 
6.4 
6.0 
5.8 
5.6 
5.6 
5.6 
5.4 
5.3 
5.3 
*3.5 
3.5 
3.5 
3.5 
3.5 
3.5 
3.5 
3.4 
3.4 
3.3 
3.2 
3.1 
.3.0 
2.8 
2.7 
2.7 
2.5 
2.4 

2.5 
2.8 
3.0 
3.1 
3.2 
3.3 
3.4 
3.4 
4.0 
4.3 
4.1 
4.2 
4.1 
4.0 
4.6 
4.5 
4.3 
4.3 
4.2 
4.0 

3.y 

3.8 
3.8 
3.7 
3.7 
3.6 
3.5 
3.5 
3.4 
3.4 

3.4 

as 

3.2 
3.2 
3.2 
3.2 
3.3 
3.3 
3.4 
3.6 
3,7 
3.7 

a8 

3.9 
4.0 
4.0 
4.0 
4.2 
4.3 
4.2 
3.9 
3.9 
3.8 
3.8 
3.8 
3.9 
4.1 
4.3 
4.4 
4.4 
4.4 

4.5 
&0 
RO 
7.3 

7,8 
&1 

ao 

7.8 
7.6 
7.4 
7.6 
7.8 
7.8 
7.5 
7,4 
7.3 
7.2 
7.1 
7.1 
7.2 
7.7 
7.8 
7.6 
7.5 
7.0 
7.6 
7.6 
7.7 
7.7 
7.8 

ao 

ao 

7.9 

ao 
ao 
a3 

9.0 

a5 
ai 

7.8 
7.7 
7.9 

a3 
a6 
a6 

a7 
a8 

9.1 
9.4 
9.8 
10.3 
10.7 
11.1 
11.4 
11.7 
11.9 
11.9 
12.0 
11.9 
11.8 

11.7 
11.6 
11.4 
1L3 

n.2 

11.1' 

11.1 

ll.O 

11. 1 

U.l 

11.3 

11.6 

11.7 

11.8 

12.0 

12.3 

12.6 

12.9 

13.3 

13.6 

1.3.8 

14.3 

14.7 

15.1 

15.7 

16.0 

16.1 

16.3 

16,3 

16.4 

16.4 

16  5 
16.8 
17.  O 
17.1 
17.1 
17.2 
17.3 
17.5 
17.5 
17.6 
17.5 
17.4 
17.5 
17.5 
17.5 
17.5 
17.5 
17.6 
17.5 
17.4 
17.  1 
16.9 
16.8 
16.6 
16.3 
16.0 
15.  9 
15.7 
15.3 
15lO 

14.7 
14.4 

14.0 
13.7 
13.4 
13.2 

ia9 

14.4 

14.5 
14.6 
14.7 
15.1 
15.2 

i:>.4 

15.3 
15.1 
15.0 
14.7 
14.5 
14.2 
13.6 
13.5 
13.1 
12.8 
12.4 
12.1 
11.7 
11.4 

m.  I 

10.9 
10.6 

10  4 

2 

IOlS 

3 

9  £ 

4 

9  ( 

5 

9  4 

6.... 

9.S 
<t  a 

7        

8 

ft? 

9 

8,5 

10 

as 

11 

8.4 

12 

^0 

13 

7  9 

14 

7  < 

15    

7.4 

7  i 

16 

17 

7  0 

18 

7  1 

19 

7  i 

20 

ao 

21 

^  9 

22 

1        r3 

23 

•  aj 

•  as 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 , 

30 

31 

Hean  

a2 

9.3 

7.6 

4.4 

3.7 

3.7 

7.3 

9.8 

12.9 

17.0 

1 

13.6 

ai 

*  Cbaoge  in  locality. 


t  Betamed  work. 
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SURVEY  OF  HARBOR  AT  FORT  MADISON,  IOWA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Rock  Island^  III,  December  6,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Durham, 
BSBistant  engineer,  on  the  survey  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  made  in 
August,  1875. 

In  my  letter  of  February  1,  1875,  transmitting  a  report  of  Mr.  M. 
Meigs,  assistant  engineer,  on  an  examination  of  this  locality,  I  asked 
lor  a  special  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  making  a  detailed  survey  in 
order  to  obtain  sufficient  data  tor  a  proper  consideration  of  the  subject 

Your  letter  of  April  20,  1875,  contained  instructions  for  making  sar- 
veys  at  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  informed  me  of  an 
allotment  of  $2,000  from  the  appropriation  "for  examination,  surveys, 
&c.,  to  enable  me  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

By  letter  of  July  26,  I  instructed  Mr.  Durham,  who  was  then  con- 
ducting the  survey  of  the  *'  Upper  Mississippi  River  route,"  to  make  spe- 
cial surveys  at  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington  on  arriving  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. 

It  will  be  seen  from  his  report  that  the  sandbar  forming  in  front  of 
the  town  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  blockade  almost  the  en- 
tire city  front,  and  has  extended  entirely  across  the  main  channel,  so 
that  in  a  few  years,  unless  its  growth  is  checked,  the  town  will  be  en- 
tirely insulated,  and  the  main  channel  closed  to  navigation.  This 
trouble,  which  is  a  very  serious  one,  not  only  to  the  town,  but  also  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  in  general,  arises  from  a  grad- 
ually-increasing diversion  of  water  into  Niota  Chute,  so  that  at  present 
about  two-fifths  of  the  water  passes  that  way. 

To  utilize  Niota  Chute  a^  a  channel  to  steamboats  would  require 
great  expense,  as  at  its  lower  end  it  is  much  obstructed  by  bowlders  and 
ledges  of  rof.k. 

Mr.  Durham  proposes  a  project  which  will  not  only  remove  the  ob- 
structions to  general  navigation  at-  this  point,  but  will  also  incidentaUf/ 
free  Fort  Madison  from  its  incubus,  and  open  the  river  down  to  Mont- 
rose, at  the  head  of  Des  Moines  Rapids,  and  give  additional  effect  to 
the  United  States  improvement  in  that  locality,  now  nearly  completed. 

This  project  calls  for  the  construction  of  a  riprap  dam  across  the  head 
of  Niota  Chute;  a  smaller  subsidiary  dam  to  aid  in  giving  effect  to  the 
large  one;  the  removal  of  a  small  ledge  of  rock  near  the  Niota  side, 
which  endangers  navigation  and  interferes  greatly  with  boats  landing 
at  Niota;  the  dredging  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  bar  and  cutting  a 
passage  through  the  same  in  order  to  facilitate  the  scour  of  the  current 
subsequent  to  the  building  of  the  large  dam. 

The  location  of  the  proposed  dams  is  shown  on  the  map  accompany- 
ing the  report,  as  also  of  the  ledge  of  rock  mentioned  above,  and  thai 
portion  of  the  bar  which  it  is  desirable  to  dredge  out. 

To  carry  out  this  project  would  require,  according  to  Mr.  Durham'^s 
estimates,  $30,000. 

I  approve  of  the  project  of  assistant  engineer  Durham,  and  respect- 
fully recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  asked  for  with  which  to  carry 
it  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Macomb, 

Colonel  0/ JSngineerM. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  UngineerSy  U.  8.  A.  ^  I 
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report  of  mr.  c.  w.  durham,  assistant  engineer. 

Unitbd  States  Engineer  Office, 

Bock  lalandy  III,  November  30, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  report  on  the  surrey  of  a  portion  of 
the  Mississippi  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 

On  the  26th  Jnly,  I  received  from  yon  instructionB  to  the  following  effect :  "  In  pros- 
ecuting the  surveys  for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River,  you  will,  on  reacninff 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  make  a  special  survey  from  ahove  that  city  to  sucn 
point  below  it  as  yon  mav  find  necessary  to  enable  you  to  make  a  plan  and  estimate 
for  the  improvement  at  that  point,  so  as  to  make  the  approaches  to  the  levee  easy  at 
all  stages  of  the  water." 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  I  began  the  survey  on  the  18th  of  August.  A 
transit-line  was  run  down  the  right  bank,  beginning  about  half  a  mile  above  Upper  Peni- 
tentiary Creek  and  extending  a  mile  below  town.  Numerous  triangulations  were  made 
and  compass-lines  run  for  filling  in  details  of  the  survey.  All  of  the  lines  were  refer- 
enced. A  line  of  levels  was  run  along  the  rieht  bank,  (profile  shown  on  map,)  and 
numerous  water-surfaces  were  taken  and  bench-marks  established.  A  comparison  of 
the  records  of  the  water-gange  on  the  railroad- bridge  at  Burlington  with  those  of  the 
gauge  at  Mechanic's  Rock,  Des  Moines  Rapids,  enabled  me  to  ascertain  the  Uno-water 
elevation  of  the  river-surface  with  considerable  accuracy,  and  this  elevation  has  been 
used  as  a  datum  to  which  all  other  elevations  are  referred. 

About  3,000  soundings  were  made,  all  of  which  were  carefully  located  by  theodolites, 
and  these  have  been  plotted  as  taken,  and  show  the  various  depths  at  a  stage  of  1 
foot  above  extreme  low  water,  which  was  the  stage  of  the  river  during  the  sounding  oper- 
ations. 

Inasmuch  as  the  United  States  improvement  at  Des  Moines  Rapids,  a  few  miles  below 
Fort  Madison,  is  intended  to  give  a  channel-depth  of  bfeet  at  extreme  low  water,l  have 
followed  the  same  desi^  in  forming  plans  and  estimates  for  improvement  at  this  point. 
Contour-lines  in  blue  nave  been  drawn  on  the  map  showing  the  limits  of  the  5-foot 
channel  at  low  water,  A  gauge  of  the  main  channel  between  Island  No.  14  and  the 
Iowa  shore  was  made,  as  well  as  of  Niota  Chute  between  Island  No.  14  and  the  Illinois 
shore. 

The  steamboat-channel  formerly  ran  in  close  to  the  Iowa  shore  along  the  entire  city 
front  from  the  mouth  of  Lower  Penitentiary  Creek  to  Atlee's  Mill  Point,  but  of  late 
years  it  has  gradually  shifted  toward  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  shows  an  increas- 
ing tendency  to  turn  down  Niota  Chute.  A  bar  has  been  gradually  forming  in  front  of 
the  city,  and  at  the  date  of  the  survey  extended  up  river  some  distance  above  Cedar 
street  and  entirely  across  the  main  river  to  the  head  of  Island  No.  14,  so  that  at  low 
water  the  main  channel  would  be  completely  blocked  to  boats  drawing  5  feet  of  water. 
The  water  in  Niota  Chute  is  somewhat  better,  and  would  be  taken  by  steamers  were 
it  not  that  at  its  lower  end  it  is  obstructed  by  large  bowlders  and  ledges  of  rock. 

In  the  main  channel,  about  2  miles  below  the  town,  another  sand-bar  has  formed, 
extending  entirely  across  the  channel,  and  even  more  difficult  to  navigation  than  the 
one  imm^iately  in  front  of  the  city.  Several  other  places  are  met  with  of  more  or  less 
difficulty,  before  the  Niota  Chute  Joins  the  main  river  at  the  foot  of  Island  No.  14. 

Although  the  petition  which  led  to  the  present  survey  prayed  for  relief  as  regards 
the  eand-bar  in  front  of  the  city,  1  have  thought  proper  to  make  the  removal  of  this  bar 
a  matter  of  secondary  moment,  as  being  of  chiefly  local  importance,  and  have  accord- 
ingly prepared  my  plans  and  estimates  looking  toward  the  I'emoval  of  the  obstructions 
to  general  navigation ;  inasmnch  as  the  reasons  for  attempting  the  improvement 
would  be  far  stronger,  and  at  th3  same  time  such  improvement  would  also,  f^om  its 
nature,  remove  the  diadbilUy  under  which  the  city  is  lying,  thus  serving  a  double  pur- 
pose. 

It  i^  obvious  that  the  cause  of  the  growth  of  this  bar,  before  mentioned,  as  blocking 
up  the  city  front  and  the  entire  main  channel,  is  owing  to  the  gradually -increasing 
diversion  of  the  water  from  the  main  river  into  Niota  Chute. 

A  cross-section  and  gauge  of  the  main  channel  and  chute,  taken  August  25, 1875,  at 
a  stage  of  1  foot  above  low  water,  shows  ~ 

Main  channel,  21.029  cubic  feet  per  second ; 

Niota  Chute,  14.511  cubic  feet  per  second ; 
or,  about  two-fifths  of  the  water  passes  down  Niota  Chute. 

If,  then,  this  chute  should  be  closed  at  its  head,  the  water  would  be  thrown  back, 
and  would  take  its  old  direction,  and  the  quantity  would  be  much  increased  as  well  as 
the  velocity  and  consequent  scour,  and  thus,  in  a  short  time,  the  bar  in  front  of  the  city 
would  be  washed  away;  and  not  only  this,  but  also  the  bar  2  miles  below  the  town, 
and  the  other  obstructions  of  the  same  nature  met  with  between  the  head  and  foot  of 
Island  No.  14  would  be  removed. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  raise  the  crest  of  the  dam  to  more  than  3  feet  above  low 
water^  as  only  at  the  lower  stages  would  its  full  action  be  desired. 
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It  will  be  Been,  then,  that  this  improvement  woald  afford  nninterrnpted  iiBvigsti«D 
at  all  stages  through  4  miles  of  a  badly-obstmcted  portion  of  the  river,  woddbe 
desirable  on  generiu  grounds  as  being  almost  of  national  importance,  and  wooldle 
needed  to  give  full  eiiect  to  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  Rapids,  at  present 
nearly  completed  under  your  charge,  freeing,  also,  the  city  of  Fort  Madison  from  itt 
sand-blockade. 

I  would  most  respectfully  present  the  following  project  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi  River  at  this  locality  : 

First.  The  construction  of  a  dam  across  the  head  of  the  Niota  Chute,  having  its  eat 
end  about  500  feet  below  the  present  ferry-landing,  and  running  across  to  theheidof 
Island  No.  14,  (location  shown  on  map,)  the  shores  at  both  ends  to  be  protected  by  rip- 
rap. The  proposed  dam  is  1,400  feet  in  length  and  5  feet  wide  on  top,  with  a  slope  cf 
1  to  1  on  either  side,  and  having  its  crest  3  feet  above  low- water  mark.  I  would  eao- 
struct  it  chiefly  of  rock,  (quarry  refuse,^  which  can  be  very  cheaply  obtained  from  the 
Niota  quarries  or  elsewhere.  My  plans  include  a  foundation  of  brush,  made  ink)  mits 
and  fascines,  about  2  feet  in  thickness,  to  be  sunk,  and  the  rock  then  thrown  in  until 
the  dam  is  raised  to  the  required  height,  the  work  to  be  aided  and  strengthened  by 
rows  of  piling. 

Second.  The  construction  of  a  light  dam  from  Island  No.  14  to  small  island,  to  pR- 
vent  a  diversion  of  a  portion  of  the  water  in  this  direction.  (See  map.^  This  shook 
be  of  brush  and  earth,  with  a  ballasting  of  rock  similar  to  those  now  being  built  nodec 
^our  direction  in  the  improvement  of  the  Illinois  River.  This  dam  would  be  420  £ki 
in  length,  and  some  shore-protection  would  be  needed. 

Third.  The  excavation  of  a  small  ledge  of  rock  directly  in  the  track  of  the  feiry-boit 
and  of  steamers  landing  on  the  Niota  side. 

The  position  of  this  rock  is  shown  upon  the  map. 

Fourth.  The  removal  by  dredging  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  sand-bar  in  front  of  t!» 
city  as  well  as  cutting  a  channel  through  the  narrowest  portion  of  the  bar.  (Sbon 
on  map.)  This  will  open  up  at  once  about  1,000  additional  feet  of  levee  for  steamboits. 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  remainder  of  the  bar  will  be  soon  scoured  out,  and  the 
threatened  insulation  of  the  city  averted. 

ESTIMATE. 

Dam  across  head  of  Niota  Chute. 

612  cords  brush,  (for  foundation,)  at  12.25 $1,377  00 

1,900  linear  feet  piling,  (in  position,)  at  20  cents 380  00 

6,400cubicyardsrock,(body  of  dam,)  at  $2 10,800  00 

1,100  cubic  yards  riprap,  (shore-protection,)  at  $2 2,200  00 

Labor,  engineering,  and  contingencies 5,243  00 

Small  dam, 

336  cords  brush,  at  $2.25 756  00 

160  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 320  00 

370  cubic  yards  earth,  at  35  cents 129  50 

800  linear  feet  piling,  at  20  cents 160  00 

400  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $2 800  00 

Labor,  engineering,  <&c.,  25  per  cent 541  37 

2,706  s 

Removing  rock, 

150  cubic  yards  rock-excavation,  at  $8 1,200  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 120  00 

1,330* 

Dredging, 

16,000  cubic  yards  sand,  at  35  cents 5,600  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  10  per  cent 560  00 

Total 30, 1*^ 

Or,  in  round  numbers,  §30,000. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  here  a  few  statistics  concerning  the  river-trade  of  Fort  M»e- 
ison  and  its  commercial  importance. 

1st.  The  river  is  opeu  to  navigation  from  8  to  9  months  in  the  year.  The  rff^ 
steamboat  arrivals  are  on  an  average  about  4  per  day,  while  a  great  many  other? 
touch  here.  All  take  coal  at  this  point,  going  up  stream,  as  they  prefer  passing ^^ 
Doa  Moini^R  Rapids  light,  and  this  is  the  first  point  above  the  rapids  where  coalisso* 
to  any  extent 
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2d.  The  4  large  mills  here  manufacture  about  18,000,000  feet  of  lumber  annually, 
besides  an  immense  amount  of  shingles  and  laths.  Their  sales,  together  with  those  of 
the  lumber-yards,  amount  to  over  20,000,000  feet  per  annum,  all  of  which  is  handled 
on  the  river-front,  either  in  logs  or  manufactured~( rafts.) 

3d.  The  State  penitentiary  is  located  here,  and  the  convicts  are  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  agricultural  implements,  furniture,  and  shoes.  A  large  bulk  of  raw 
material  is  consumed  by  them,  and  shipments  of  goods  made  in  the  prison  are  for- 
warded almost  daily  by  river  to  various  points. 

4th.  The  plow-works,  wagon-factories,  coopers,  millers,  and  brewers  receive  large 
amounts  of  material  by  river  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  their  various  wares  are 
in  great  part  shipped  by  river. 

5th.  The  pork  business  is  becoming  quite  important,  and  the  shipment  of  grapes  and 
fruit  is  very  large.  In  1874  there  were  20,000  barrels  of  apples  shipped  from  Fort 
Madison  by  river. 

6th.  So  soon  as  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  Rapids  is  completed,  the  ship- 
ments, now  going  south  by  rail,  will  doubtless  be  changed  to  the  river. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  DUHHAM, 

Assistant  Engineer, 
Colonel  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  XJ,  S»  A, 


N  6. 
SURVEY  OF  HARBOR  AT  BURLINGTON,  IOWA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

EocJc  Islandj  III,^  December  6, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  Mr.  0.  W.  Darham, 
assistant  engineer,  on  the  survey  at  Burlingtonr,  Iowa,  made  in  August, 
1875. 

In  my  letter  of  February,  1875,  transmitting  a  report  of  Mr.  M. 
Meigs,  assistant  engineer,  on  an  examination  of  this  locality,  I  respect- 
fully recommended  a  special  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  making  a  de- 
tailed survey,  inasmuch  as,  the  examination  being  made  in  the  dead  of 
winter,  when  the  river  was  ice-bound  and  the  weather  very  inclement, 
sufficient  data  could  not  be  obtained  for  a  proper  consideration  of  the 
subject  and  for  reliable  estimates  for  improvement. 

In  your  letter  dated  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  Washington, 
D.  O.,  April  20, 1875, 1  received  instructions  to  make  surveys  of  the  ob- 
structions in  the  Mississippi  Eiver  at  and  near  the  cities  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  and  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  and  was  informed  of  an  allotment  of 
$2,000  from  the  appropriation  "for  examinations,  surveys,  and  contin- 
gencies of  rivers  and  harbors"  to  enable  me  to  make  the  surveys  in 
question. 

By  letter  of  the  26th  July,  I  instructed  Mr.  Durham,  who  was  then 
conducting  the  survey  of  the  '*  Upper  Mississippi  River  route,"  to  make 
special  surveys  at  Burlington  and  Fort  Madison  on  arriving  in  their 
neighborhood. 

Mr.  Durham  states  in  his  report  that  the  sand-bar  which  has  been 
forming  for  some  years  in  front  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  and  which  in 
1873  and  1874  had  attained  such  proportions  as  to  apparently  endanger 
the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  city,  has,  owing  to  certain  changes  in 
the  direction  of  the  river-currents,  been  cut  through  and  scoured  out  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  approaches  to  the 
levee,  and  at  present  no  reasons  exist  for  apprehending  a  future  insula- 
tion of  the  city. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


692  REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

It  further  appears  that  the  channel  leading  to  the  bridge-draw  is 
exceptionally  good,  and  that  the  bridge  and  draw  are  admirably  located 
as  regards  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Darham  calls  special  attention  in  his  report  to  the  serioas  obstacles 
to  navigation  existing  at  the  head  and  foot  of  Hush  Ohate,  a  short  dis- 
tance above  Burlington.  These  are  twoof  the  worst  pointson  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  and  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  would  be  an  incalca- 
lable  benefit  to  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  would  fur- 
nish a  clear  river  (some  few  comparatively  unimportant  exceptions  being 
m^de)  from  Burlington  to  a  point  some  150  miles  above.  Mr.  Durham 
presents  a  project  for  the  improvement  at  head  and  foot  of  Rush  Chute, 
in  which  he  recommends  the  construction  of  3  dams,  the  cost  of  which 
from  his  estimates  would  be  in  round  numbers  $35,000, 

The  proposed  location  of  these  dams  is  shown  on  the  map  accompa- 
nying his  report. 

I  approve  of  the  project  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  report  of  As- 
sistant Engineer  Durham,  and  would  respectfully  recommend  that  an 
appropriation  be  asked  for  with  which  to  carry  it  out. 

liespectfully  submitted. 

J.  K  Macomb, 

Colonel  of  Enginea's. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  JEngineerSj  U.  8.  A. 


report  of  mr.  c.  w.  duruam,  assistant  bnginebr. 

United  States  Engineer  Office. 

B^Hik  lalandj  III,  November  30,  ISTS. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  report  on  the  survey  of  a  portion  of 
the  Mississippi  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Burlington,  Iowa. 

On  the  26th  July,  I  received  instrnotious  from  you  to  the  following  effect :  **  In  prose- 
cuting the  surveys  for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River,  yon  will,  on  reaching 
the  vicinity  qi  Burlington,  Iowa,  make  a  special  survey  from  above  that  city  to  such 
point  below  il  as  you  may  find  necessary  to  enable  you  to  make  a  plan  and  estimate 
for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  river  in  that  vicinity,  with  a  view  to  the  mon 
easy  approach  to  the  Burlington  levee  at  all  stages  of  the  river.'' 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  I  be^n  the  survey  on  the  29th  July.  la 
order  to  make  the  survey  as  complete  as  possible,  and  with  a  view  to  the  improTs- 
ment  of  general  navigation,  as  well  as  the  removal  of  the  bar  immediately  in  trmteH 
the  town,  I  commenced  work  some  distance  above  the  head  of  Rush  Chute  and  carried 
the  survey  down  river  to  about  1,500  feet  below  the  railroad-bridge.  The  snm^ 
embraces  the  main  river,  and  also  Rush  Chute  and  O'Connell  Slough,  and  BaflScieas 
transit  and  compass  lines  were  run  and  triangulations  made  to  give  a  complete  o1I^ 
line  of  the  main  shores  as  well  as  of  the  numerous  islands  and  sand-bars  in  whic^ 
this  portion  of  the  river  abounds.  A  line  of  levels  was  run  down  the  left  bank,  a  pro- 
file of  which  is  shown  upon  the  map.  Numerous  bench-marks  were  established  and 
water-surfaces  taken.  From  the  water-gauge  on  the  railroad-bridge  I  obtained  the 
elevation  of  the  river-surface  at  low  watery  and  this  elevation  is  used  as  a  datum  npon 
which  my  plan  and  estimates  are  based.  Some  6,500  soundings  were  made,  nearly  all 
of  which  were  located  by  theodolites,  and  these  have  been  plotted  as  taken,  and  Bhov 
the  various  depths  at  a  stage  of  1.5  feet  above  low  water,  which  was  the  stage  of  the 
river  during  the  sounding  operations. 

I  have  made  my  estimates  for  improvement  to  give  5  feet  of  water  at  extreme  h» 
wateTf  which  is  the  design  followed  in  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  Rapids 
Contour-lines  in  blm  have  been  drawn  on  the  map  showing  the  limits  of  the  &-foot 
channel  at  low  water, 

I  made  a  gange  of  Rush  Chute  at  its  foot,  and  also  of  O'Connell  Slough. 

As  regards  the  steamboat-channel,  in  previous  years  it  has  been  subject  lo  freqaeot 
changes. 
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Some  seasone  the  best  water  has  been  found  on  the  east  side  of  Rash  Island,  and  at- 
other  times  boats  have  run  Rash  Chute. 

In  the  former  case  navigation  has  been  invariably  bad,  the  channel  being  very- 
crooked  and  shallow,  and  subject  to  sudden  changes,  sometimes  several  in  one  season.. 
This  is  but  a  nataral  resnlt  from  the  immense  width  of  water-way  here  presented,, 
and  the  numerous  small  islands  and  sand-bars  existing.  When  the  steamboat-chan- 
nel is  in  Rush  Chute,  very  little  difficulty  is  experienced;  except  at  the  head  and  foot 
of  the  chute. 

O'Connell  Slough  affords  a  fine  raft-chaunel,  except  at  the  lower  stages  of  the  river. 

Daring  the  last  eight  or  teu  years  a  sand-bar  has  been  gradually  forming,  beginning 
above  town  and  gradually  extending  down  river  in  front  of  the  city.  In  the  last  few 
years,  and  up  to  the  winter  of  1874-^5,  the  growth  of  this  bar  was  very  rapid,  and  at 
that  time  it  had  extended  down  stream  as  &r  as  Valley  street.  The  dotted  red  line 
on  the  man  shows  the  outline  of  the  bar  at  its  maximum. 

Although  it  was  situated  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  river,  leaving  a  wide  and  deep 
channel  along  the  city  front,  fears  were  entertained  that  it  would  crowd  over  upon  the 
town  and  block  up  the  approaches  to  the  levee. 

Descending  boats  touching  at  Burlington  wore  obliged  to  make  a  wide  circuit  aroand 
the  foot  of  the  bar  and  then  pome  up  inside  to  the  landing,  and  ascending  boats  were 
compelled  to  make  the  same  detour  in  the  opposite  direction.  When  the  water  was 
too  low  in  O'Connell  Slough,  rafts  were  unable  to  make  a  landing  until  they  reached  the 
lower  end  of  town.  It  may  be  added  that  there  was  no  obstruction  to  through  navigation 
at  this  point,  that  is,  to  boats  not  landing  at  Burlington,  and  the  draw  of  the  railroad- 
bridge  18  admirably  located  and  in  such  a  position  that  there  will  always  be  a  suffi- 
ciency of  water. 

Daring  the  spring  of  1875  changes  in  the  channel  occurred  which  caused  a  "cutting 
through^  of  the  bar  opposite  the  upper  end  of  the  city,  and  this  passage  has  become 
wide  and  deep,  so  that,  at  the  time  of  present  writing,  a  good  channel  exists,  and 
nearljr  all  the  lower  portion  of  the  bar  has  been  washed  away,  and  the  approach  to  the 
levee  is  perfect. 

I  may  also  add  that  there  is  scarcely  any  probability  that  the  city  will  ever  suffer 
from  the  encroachment  of  sand  to  any  extent,  and  that  there  will  always  be  a  deep 
channel  in  front  of  the  levees  kept  open  by  the  water  from  O'Connell  Slough. 

I  trust  it  will  be  proper  in  this  repK>rt  to  suggest  the  improvement  of  the  river  at  the 
head  and  foot  of  Rash  Chute.  At  these  two  points,  just  above  Burlington,  and  included 
in  the  present  survey,  there  are  obstroctions  to  general  navigation  of  a  very  serious 
nature,  and  such  that  boats  are  often  detained  for  hours,  and  sometimes  days.  The 
removal  of  these  obstructions  would  open  up  the  river  for  150  miles  above,  except  at 
a  few  points  which  will  be  mentioned  in  my  report  on  the  **  Upper  Mississippi  River 
route,''  and  where  the  difficulty  is  not  so  serious  in  its  nature.  • 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  interests  not  only  of  Barlington  but  also  of  all  the  conn- 
try  and  towns  lying  on  this  stretch  of  river  demand  the  improvement  in  this  locality. 
The  larger  towns  in  this  division  are  Burlington,  Oquawka,  Keithsburgh,  Now  Boston, 
Muscatine,  Rock  Island,  Davenport,  Clinton,  Fulton,  and  Lyons. 

Observation  has  shown  us,  in  the  ease  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River,  that  a  sand-bar 
is  formed  at  the  head  and  foot  of  nearly  every  island,  and  where  the  water  is  divided 
into  two  nearly  equal  parts  there  is  often  insufficient  water  in  either,  at  low  stages,  to 
afford  the  requisite  depth ;  or  the  natural  slackening  of  the  current  in  a  great  many 
cases  permits  the  bar  to  extend  entirely  across  the  channel. 

At  the  head  of  Rush  Chute  both  of  these  circumstances  come  into  play ;  bars  have 
formed  entirely  across  both  channels,  and  there  is  not  sufficient  current  in  either  to 
keep  a  deep  passage  open.  The  blue  lines  on  the  map  show  the  outlines  of  the  sub- 
merged bars,  and  the  limits  of  the5-foot  channels  at  low  water,  and  an  examination  of 
these  will  show  at  once  the  entire  situation.  At  the/oo(  of  Rash  Chute  the  same  diffi- 
culty is  met  with.    No  serious  obstruction  is  experienced  in  tne  chate  itself. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  the  following 
project  for  improvement,  which,  if  carried  out,  will  afford  a  wide  and  deep  channel  for 
all  time  at  all  stages  of  the  river,  and  not  only  open  the  approach  to  Burlington,  but 
remove  the  only  really  serious  difficulties  now  existing  between  that  city  and  a  poinD 
nearly  150  miles  above. 

First.  A  dam  of  stone  and  brush  across  the  main  river  from  Otter  Island  to  the  head 
of  Rush  Island.  This  will  turn  the  water  down  Rush  Chute  and  keep  the  steamboat- 
channel  where  it  now  is. 

The  reasons  for  navigating  Rush  Chute  in  preference  to  the  main  river  are  obvious. 
It  is  sufficiently  wide,  more  protects  from  winds,  and  is  the  most  direct  route. 

Should  the  water  be  turned  down  the  east  side  of  Rush  Island,  it  would  spread  over 
a  very  wide  section  of  river,  and  would  split  up  into  various  channels  among  the  nu- 
merous islands  and  bars,  and  no  benefit  could  be  assured ;  whereas  in  Rush  Chute  the 
water-way  is  more  contracted,  the  banks  are  tolerably  high  and  stable,  and  the  increased 
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current  and  volume  of  water  would  clear  out  all  obstacles  now  existing,  and  insure  s 
sufficient  depth  at  all  times. 

The  proposed  dam  is  1,400  feet  in  length,  principally  built  of  rock,  and  with  a  foun- 
dation of  brush  2  feet  in  thickness,  and  strengthened  by  piling.  The  crest  should  be 
about  3  feet  above  low-water  mark,  and  I  nave  estimated  for  a  5-foot  width  on  top 
and  a  slope  of  1  to  1. 

The  roots  of  the  dam  and  the  a(\jacent  shores  would  have  to  be  protected  by  rip- 
rapping,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  bank  on  the  west  side  of  Rush  Chute,  where  the  car- 
rent  would  impinge. 

The  dam  would  nave  full  effect  only  at  the  lower  stages  of  the  river,  it>s  crf^at  being 
but  3  feet  above  low  water,  so  that  no  danger  would  be  experienced  from  floods,  and 
sufficient  water  would  be  obtained  at  the  time  when  most  needed. 

The  proposed  location  of  the  dam  is  shown  on  the  map. 

Second.  I  would  also  recommend  the  construction  of  a  light  subsidiary  dam  of  brush , 
to  close  up  the  small  island  chute  nearly  in  the  center  of  Rush  Chute.  This  would  be 
about  400  feet  in  length,  and  could  be  very  cheaply  built  on  the  Illinois  River  phkn.  It 
would  straighten  the  channel  somewhat  and  prevent  a  diversion  of  a  portion  of  the 
water  around  the  small  island. 

(For  location  see  map.) 

Third.  To  complete  the  system,  a  light  brush  dam  should  be  built  from  O^Connell 
Island  across  to  the  head  of  small  island  at  the  foot  of  Rush  Chute.  This  dam  would 
be  800  feet  in  length,  and  would  prevent  a  diversion  of  the  water  at  this  point. 

(For  location  see  map.) 

All  the  material  for  these  dams  can  be  obtained  at  a  cheap  rate  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. 

ESTIMATE    FOi:    IMmOVEMEXT    OF    MISSISSIPPI    RIVER    IN  VICINITY    OF    BrRLlNGTOX, 

IOWA. 

Dam  No.  1. 

From  Otter  to  Rush  Island,  including  shore-protection  on  west  side  of  Rush  Chute: 

784  cords  brush,  (foundation,)  at  J2.25 $1,764  00 

2,375  linear  feet  piling,  (in  position,)  at  20  cents 475  00 

7,500  cubic  yards  rock,  (body  of  dam,)  at  $2 15, 000  00 

2,000  cubic  yards  riprap,  (shore  protection,)  at  $2 4, 000  00 

Labor,  engineering,  and  contingencies,  30  per  cent 6,37170 

$27,610  70 

Dam  No,  2. 
In  Rush  Chute : 

320  cords  brush,  at  $2.25 720  00 

148  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 '       296  00 

352  cubic  yards  earth,  at  :)5  cents 123  20 

800  linear  feet  piling,  at  20  cents 160  00 

500  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $2 1,000  00 

Labor,  engineering,  and  contingencies,  25  per  cent 574  80 

2, 874  Oi' 

Dam  No.  3. 
Foot  of  Rush  Chute : 

488  cords  brash,  at  $2.25 1,098  00 

266  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 532  00 

496  cubic  yards  earth,  at  35  cents 173  60 

1,600  linear  feet  piling,  at  20  cents 320  00 

83^  cubic  yards  riprap,  at  $2 1,666  00 

Labor,  engineering,  and  contingencies,  25  per  cent 947  40 

4,737  00 

Total 35,221  70 

Or,  in  round  numbers,  $35,000. 

I  will  add  a  few  facts  concerning  the  commercial  importance  of  Burlington.  The 
chief  river-trade  is  in  lumber,  in  which  about  one  thousand  men  are  employed,  and 
this  business  constitutes  the  chief  element  of  the  prosperity  of  the  city.  During  the 
season  of  1874  there  landed  at  the  levee  476  steamboats,  exclusive  of  bargee,  represent- 
ing 285.000  tons  of  tonnage,  and  putting*  on  shore  or  receiving  11,400  tuns  of  freight 
and  4,350  passengers. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         695 

The  foUowiDg  statement  shows  the  amonnt  and  valae  of  various  articles  handled  ou 
the  river-front  in  1874 : 

Deaignation.  Valae. 

Lumber,  logs,  &c.,  95,000,000  feet $1,615,000  00 

Shingles,  68,000,000 187,000  00 

Lath,  10,000,000 25,000  00 

Pickets,  2,000,000  feet 6,000  00 

Sash,  doors.  <feo 50,000  00 

Wood,  8,000  cords 32,000  00 

Coal,  12,000  tons 36,000  00 

Brick,  300,000 2,400  00 

Sand,  2,000  tons 800  00 

General  merchandise,  75,000  packages,  or  about  12,000  tons 1, 263, 680  00 

Total 3,217,880  00 

In  addition  to  the  above,  large  amounts  of  ^ain,  hogs,  fruit,  hay,  and  vegetables, 
no  estimate  of  which  can  be  given,  were  received  or  shipped  by  river. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Durham, 
Asriatant  Engineer 
Colonel  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.S.  A, 


N  7. 
EXAMINATION  OF  DUBUQUE  HARBOR,  IOWA. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Bock  Island  J  Illy  March  14, 1876. 
Sir  :   I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  assistant 
engineer  G.  W.  Darham  on  an  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Dabaqae, 
Iowa. 

In  accordance  with  your  letter  dated  Washington,  D.  C,  January  5, 
1876,  containing  instmctions  for  an  early  examination  of  the  above- 
named  locality,  and  allotting  the  sum  of  $200  for  that  purpose  from  the 
appropriation  for  examinations  and  surveys  on  Western  and  ]S^orth- 
western  rivers,  I  instructed  Mr.  Durham  to  proceed  to  Dubuque  as  * 
soon  as  the  weather  would  permit,  and  make  an  examination  of  the  har- 
bor of  that  city,  with  a  view  of  proposing  a  remedy  for  the  existing 
and  threatened  impediments  to  navigation,  and  furnishing  an  estimate 
of  the  cost.  Mr.  Durham  presents  in  his  report  a  voluntary  statement 
of  a  number  of  well-known  citizens,  which  is,  I  think,  worthy  of  notice. 
The  bar  in  front  of  Dubuque  has  been,  during  a  number  of  years,  a 
great  obstruction,  and  threatens  to  become  even  more  troublesome. 
The  causes  which  led  to  its  formation  are  well  known  and  fully  set  forth 
in  the  accompanying  report.  I  approve  of  Mr.  Durham's  method  of 
improvement,  and  would  most  respectfully  recommend  an  appropriation 
of  $32,000  for  carrying  out  the  plans  indicated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Macomb, 

Colonel  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  IS.  A. 
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report  of  mr.  c.  w.  durham,  assistant  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Okfick, 

Book  Islandy  HL,  February  1,  1876. 

SiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  a  report  on  an  examination  of  the  harbor  cf 
Dubuqne,  Iowa,  condacted  by  me  daring  the  month  of  January,  1876. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  map,  containing  a  large  nnmber  of  sonndingB  made 
in  the  course  of  my  examination,  and  others  obtained  from  the  city  engiDeer. 

All  of  the  soundings  are  reduced  to  law  water  of  1864.  On  the  same  sheet  are  :  A 
sketch  of  the  vicinity  of  Dubuque,  compiled  from  General  Warren's  map  of  1866,  with 
such  changes  as  have  occurred  since  that  time  ;  a  profile  of  the  center  line  of  the  pro- 
posed cut-off,  and  sections  of  Seventh-street  slough,  and  New  Barney  cut,  on  the  linet 
of  proposed  dams.  All  of  the  above  drawings  were  executed  by  Mr.  F.  8.  £astiiiaB, 
assistant  engineer. 

On  the  8th  of  January,  I  received  orders  from  yon  to  proceed  to  Dubuque  as  soon  as 
the  weather  would  permit,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  danger  of  fUling  np, 
which  threatens  the  harbor  of  that  city  ;  of  suggesting  a  remedy  for  the  existing  and 
threatened  difiQculties ;  and  of  presenting  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  averting  them.  Oa 
arriving  at  Dubuque,  I  called  on  the  city  engineeer,  and  the  engineer  of  the  **  pontoa- 
bridge  company,"  and  obtained  from  them  various  data  in  regard  to  old  harbor-lioes, 
&c.  I  was  also  able  to  make  a  tolerably  thorough  survey  of  the  locality  myself.  Darinj^ 
my  stay  in  the  city,  a  number  of  the  oldest,  wealthiest,  and  most  reliable  citizens  of 
Dubuque  waited  upon  me  and  presented  me  with  a  statement,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  true  copy. 

STATEMENT  OF  CITIZENS  OF  DUBUQUE. 

"  We,  the  undersigned  citizens  and  old  residents  of  Northern  Iowa,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Dubuque,  being  familiar  with  the  location  of  the  main 
steamboat-channel  as  it  existed  in  the  last  thirty  years  and  as  it  now  exists,  and  with 
the  formation  of  sand-bars  affecting  the  same,  are  convinced  that  the  sand-bar  now 
existing  and  yearly  increasing  in  the  river  opposite  the  public  landing  of  Dnbnqne  ha* 
become  a  great  impediment  to  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  consequenaly  a  bnrdeQ 
or  taxation  on  the  commerce  of  the  country  tributary  to  the  river  north  of  this  lati- 
tude, inasmuch  as  steamboats  and  rafts  of  logs  and  lumber  are  already  subjected  to 
great  inconvenience  in  crossing  or  getting  around  the  bar,  also  in  reaching  a  safe  land- 
ing on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  at  the  public  landing ;  and  unless  some  means  are 
Roon  adopted  to  remove  this  bar,  the  navigation  across  it  at  low  or  even  metUuwn  stage* 
of  water  will  be  wholly  obstructed." 

(Signed  by  Kichard  Bonson,  and  15  others.) 

From  the  above,  from  examination  of  old  maps,  and  from  the  i^resent  survey,  it  ap^ 
pears  that  some  twenty  years  ago,  and  prior  to  that  time,  the  mam  steamboat  ohaoDel 
ran  along  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  so  that  boats  could  effect  a  landing  at  all  stagw 
of  the  river  along  the  entire  city  front,  from  Seventh-street  slough  to  the  elevator. 
Boats  and  rafts  also  made  use  of  the  channel  through  Lake  Peosta,  and  landed  at  what 
is  now  called  Old  Landing.  Since  that  time  a  bar  has  been  gradually  formini^y  begin- 
ning at  the  mouth  of  Seventh-street  slough  and  enveloping  tne  entire  city  front,  leav- 
ing onlv  a  very  narrow  channel  between  its  lower  end  and  the  lower  part  of  the  leveeu 
Until  the  last  few  years,  boats  were  able  to  work  up  to  the  lower  levee,  passing  aroaod 
the  foot  of  the  bar,  and  making  a  wide  circuit,  if  coming  down  river.  The  opening 
being  so  narrow  that  boats  could  not  turn,  they  were  obliged  to  back  out  nearly  a  half 
mile,  a  difiQcult  and  tedious  proceeding,  especially  if  encumbered  by  bsrses,  as  is 
generally  the  case.  During  the  past  season  even  this  narrow  channel  was  so  obstroctvd 
tnat  boats  were  unable  to  reach  their  landings,  and  our  soundings  now  show  a  widih 
of  deep  water-way  of  only  about  150  feet;  and  even  this  passage,  narrow  as  it  is 
would  be  blocked  at  low  water  to  steamers  drawing  4|  feet  of  wtiter  and  over.  Of 
course,  when  several  boats  are  at  the  levee  at  the  same  time,  the  difficulties  are  aggra- 
vated, and  the  necessary  wharf-boats  still  further  limit  the  available  space. 

The  ferry-boat  plying  between  Dubnque  and  Dunleith  experiences  great  difficulty 
every  season  in  getting  over  or  around  the  bar. 

A  comparison  of  the  soundings  taken  by  General  Warren  in  1866  with  those  made 
by  me  clearly  shows  that  the  bar  is  gradually  closing  in  upon  the  shore  at  the  lower 
levee,  so  that  in  a  few  years,  unless  something  be  done  to  avert  the  calamity,  Dnbaqoe 
will  be  entirely  inaccessible  to  steamboats  at  low  or  even  medium  stages  of  the  river. 
Rafts  have  been  unable  for  years  to  effect  a  landing  at  Dubuque  at  low  stages,  and  the 
lumber  interest,  which  is  a  very  large  one,  cries  for  relief. 

The  causes  which  have  lisd  to  the  formation  of  this  bar,  and  the  gradual  closing  np 
of  the  narrow  passage  before  indicated,  clearly  appear.  Some  20  years  ago  all  the 
water  passing  through  Lake  Peosta,  the  two  inlets  of  which  are  shown  in  the  sketch,, 
passed  out  into  the  main  river  through  Waple's  Cut,  and  the  current  from  this  passage 
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kept  the  lower  levee  free  from  obstmotion ;  nor  'was  there  at  that  time  any  impediment 
to  the  landing  at  the  upper  levee  between  what  is  now  called  Seventh-street  Slongh  and 
Waple's  Cut.  In  the  winter  of  18f)8-'59  two  lateral  breaks  occurred,  one  at  Seventh 
street  and  the  other  somewhat  lower  down,  and  called  the  New  Barney  Cut.  The  cur- 
rent fron^  these  two  breaks,  which  now  diverts  by  far  the  ^eater  portion  of  the  water 
passing  through  Lake  Peosta,  meeting  that  of  the  main  nver  nearly  at  right  angles, 
has  caused  the  formation  of  a  sand-bar,  enveloping  the  entire  city  front.  The  exten- 
sion of  Third  street  still  further  limited  the  amount  of  water  passing  through  Waple's 
Cut,  so  that  this  outlet,  formerly  navigable  to  steamboats,  and  offering  a  safe  winter 
harbor,  is  now  almost  entirely  filled  up. 

The  remedy  which  I  propose  for  removing  the  obstructions  is  explained  below,  and 
I  may  add  that  I  am  supported  in  my  explanations  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs  as  well  as  in  my  plans  for  improvement  bv  the  united  opinions  of 
all  those  whom  1  have  consulted — men  who  have  resided  here  for  manv  years,  are  con- 
versant with  the  various  changes  of  the  river,  and  experienced  in  all  that  relates  to 
the  river  navigation. 

I  trust  that,  by  eliminating  the  causes  which  led  to  the  obstmctions,  the  old  riSgime 
may  be  restored.    My  plan  is : 

1.  To  make  an  artificial  cut-off  from  the  head  of  New  Baiiiey  Cut  to  the  mouth  of 
Waple's  Cut  (location  shown  on  map)  in  such  a  manner  that  the  current  from  the 
new  channel  may  be  directed  along  the  lower  levee  and  parallel  to  it.  The  effect  of 
this  current  will  be  to  widen  the  passage  now  existing  between  the  bar  and  the  shore, 
and  to  gradually  remove  the  lower  end  of  the  bar  from  the  mouth  of  Waple's  Cut  to 
the  elevator.  The  proposed  cut-off  will  be  150  feet  wide  on  bottom,  with  a  slope  of  2 
to  1  on  the  sides,  and  its  grade  the  law  water  of  1864.  The  water,  once  started  through 
the  new  channel,  will  deepen  and  widen  the  passage  sufficiently  to  accommodate 
itself. 

2.  A  dam  (No.  1)  across  head  of  Seventh-street  Slongh,  (location  shown  on  map.) 
The  proposed  dam  is  600  feet  in  length,  principally  constructed  of  rock,  and  with  a 
foundation  of  brush  2  feet  in  thickness,  strengtnened  by  two  rows  of  piling,  the  piles 
being  10  feet  apart  longitudinally.  The  crest  should  be  about  4  feet  above  low- water 
mark,  and  I  have  estimated  for  a  &-foot  width  on  top  and  a  slope  of  1  to  1.  The  roots 
of  the  dam  and  the  adjacent  shores  will  be  protected  by  riprapping. 

3.  A  dam  (No.  2)  across  mouth  of  New  Barney  Cut,  (location  shown  on  roap,>  of  simi- 
lar construction  to  the  one  above  described.  This  dam  will  be  about  400  feet  long. 

4.  A  dam  (No.  3)  across  the  Third-street  opening,  (location  shown  on  map.)  No 
brush  foundation  will  be  needed  here,  as  the  opening  nas  been  partially  closed  with 
rock. 

All  the  material  for  these  dams  can  be  obtained  at  a  cheap  rate  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  The  land  through  which  the  cut-off  is  located  mainly  belongs  to  the  city, 
which  will  doubtless  give  the  necessary  authority  for  undertaking  the  work  and  se- 
cure the  Government  against  all  claims  for  damages. 

BSTI.\fATB. 

CuUoff, 
73,640  cubic  yards  earth  excavation,  at  25  cents $18,410  00 

Dam  No.  1. 
Seventh-street  Slough : 

220  cords  brush,  (foundation,)  at  $225 (495  00 

2,409  linear  feet  piling,  (in  position,)  at  20  cents 4R0  00 

1,120  cubic  yards  rock,  (body  of  dam,)  at  $2 2,240  00 

555  cubic  yards  riprap,  (shore  protection,)  at  |2 1, 110  00 

4,325  00 

Dam  No.  2. 
New  Barney  Cut : 

140  cords  brush,  (foundation,)  at  $2.25 315  00 

1,600  linear  feet  piling,  (in  position, )  at  20  cents 320  00 

820  cnbic  yards  rock,  (body  of  dam,)  at  $2 1,640  00 

277  cubic  yards  riprap,  (shore  protection, )at$2 554  00 

2,829  00 
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Dam  No.  3. 
Third-street  ppeoing : 

160  linear  feet  piling,  (in  position,)  at  20  cents 32  00 

50  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $2 100  00 

132  00 

25,696  00 
Labor,  engineering  and  contingencies,  25  per  cent 6, 424  00 

32,120  00 

Or,  in  roand  n ambers,  $32,000. 

All  of  which  is  respectfally  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Durham, 
Assistant  En^nmr, 
Col.  J.  M.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.S.A. 


APPENDIX  O. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  R  U.  FARQUHAR,  CORPS  OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUIilE  30, 
1876. 

United  States  Eng-ineeb  Office, 

Saint  Paul^  Minn.j  July  7,  1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annaal  reports 
of  operations  at  the  several  works  under  my  charge  during  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1876. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  U;  Fabquh AB, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  UngineerSy  U.  8.  A. 


Major  of  Engineers. 


O  I. 

PRESERVATION  OF  THE  FALLS  OF  SAINT  ANTHONY,  MISSISSIPPI  BITES. 

During  the  year  the  entire  excavation  for  the  concrete  dike  was  made 
and  the  dike  itself  completed,  except  the  filling  of  the  upper  and  lower 
passages.  Eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-seven  cubic  yards 
of  concrete  were  put  in  place,  making  a  total  now  in  place  of  11,484  cubic 
yards.  There  only  remains  about  3,000  cubic  yards  of  concrete  to  be 
put  in  place  to  complete  this  portion  of  the  work. 

The  average  cost  per  cubic  yard  of  concrete  in  place  was,  daring  the 
year,  including  excavation,  pumping,  and  all  the  contingencies  of  the 
work,  only  $11.31 ;  for  the  previous  year  the  average  cost  was  $28.68 
per  yard  of  dike  in  place,  but  this  year  the  work  was  troubled  bat  with 
one  (August  1, 1875)  serious  incursion  of  sand  and  water. . 

The  apron  was  repaired  and  cost  $25,215.46,  of  which  amoant  $1,500 
were  contributed  by  the  citizens  of  Minneapolis.  On  making  soandings 
at  the  foot  of  the  apron  preparatory  to  commencing  the  repairs,  it  was 
found  that  at  the  foot  of  the  apron  on  the  east  side  the*  sand-rock  was 
eroded  to  a  depth  of  42  feet  below  water. 
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The  concentration  of  the  whole  volume  of  the  Mississippi  River  into 
a  width  of  not  more  than  200  feet,  as  is  done  by  the  faalty  constraction 
of  the  Water-Power  Company's  dams  and  the  apron  itself,  makes  it 
necessary  to  expend  constantly  sums  of  money  to  repair  the  apron,  as 
nothing  short  of  a  granite-lined  channel  below  the  falls  would  resist  the 
eroding  effect  of  the  immense  volume  of  water  that  at  seasons  of  high- 
water  pass  over. 

The  proprietors  of  the  Minneapolis  Water-Power  Company  have  con- 
sented to  remove  the  saw-mills  on  the  platform  extending  into  the  river 
from  the  west  bank  as  soon  as  the  leases  expire,  and  they  have  already 
commenced  to  take  up  the  expired  leases  when  such  leases  provided  for 
an  extension  or  valuation  of  improvements. 

When  these  mills  are  removed  an  additional  water-way  of  200  feet  will 
be  gained,  which  of  course  will  materially  diminish  the  amount  passing 
over  the  apron.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Saint  Anthony  Water- 
Power  Company  should  also  arrange  their  dam  on  the  east  side  of  Hen- 
nepin Island,  so  that  at  seasons  of  high  water  a  portion  of  the  discharge 
of  the  river  should  pass  over  that  portion  of  the  falls  below  their  dam. 

Should  Congress  provide  the  necessary  funds,  the  following  work  will 
be  carried  out  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877 : 

1.  The  dike  will  be  completed ; 

2.  The  rolling-dams  on  the  ledge  above  the  falls  in  the  main  channel 
will  be  built; 

3.  The  excavations  under  the  limestone  above  the  dike  will  be  filled 
with  gravel ;  and 

4.  An  extension  of  the  apron  will  be  constructed  on  the  east  side  of 
the  main  channel. 

The  proposals  for  the  second  and  third  items  have  already  been 
opened,  and  contracts  will  be  awarded  as  soon  as  funds  are  appro- 
priated. 

The  original  estimate  for  the  preservation  of  the  Falls  of  Saint  An- 
thony was  as  follows,  (see  page  285,  Part  I,  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  En- 
gineers, 1874 :) 

For  construction  of  dike J130, 372  00 

For  completion  and  repairs  of  apron 65,000  00 

For  dams  on  limestone 24,420  00 

For  wall  at  head  of  ledge 200,000  00 

419,792  00 

There  have  been  appropriated  as  follows : 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 $125,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 100,000  00 

225,000  00 

There  have  been  expended  as  follows : 

Construction  of  dike $183,780  28 

Kepairs  of  apron 23,715  46 

Repair  of  coner-dams  and  work  necessary  to  repair  damages  made  by  river.      16, 707  60 

224,203  34 

The  estimated  cost  to  complete  the  dike  is  $28,501.77,  making  the 
total  cost  of  dike  $212,282.05,  or  $81,910.05  more  than  estimated.  Bat 
the  original  estimate  was  for  11,852  cubic  yards  of  wall,  at  $11  per  yard, 
bat  owing  to  the  changes  of  dimensions  made  necessaiy  by  the  charac- 
ter of  the  rock  and  the  danger  from  constant  incursions  of  the  water, 
the  actual  contents  of  the  finished  dike  will  be  14,484  cubic  yards,  and 
the  cost  per  cubic  yard  will  be  $14.66. 
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The  estimate  for  the  completion  of  work  as  proposed  by  the  Board  of 
Engineers  1874,  will  be  as  follows  : 

For  completion  of  dike $28,501  77 

For  repairs  and  extension  of  apron 41,284  54 

For  damson  limestone  ledge 24,420  00 

For  wall  at  bead  of  ledge 200,000  00 

294,226  31 

Add  for  .filling  excavations  nnder  limestone  ledge  and  above  dike  with 
21,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel,  at  50  cents  per  cable  yard 10, 500  00 

304,726  31 
Amonnt  already  appropriated 225,000  00 

Total  cost 529,726  31 

I  think  the  amount  ($125,000)  asked  for  in  my  last  annaal  report  for 
the  present  year  will  be  safficient  to  finish  all  the  work  at  the  Falls  of 
Saint  Anthony,  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Engineers  1874,  except  the 
upper  wall.  I  would  suggest  that  the  effect  of  the  one  now  beings  con- 
structed be  observed,  and  I  hope  that  it  may  prove  adequate  to  atop  the 
percolation  without  any  other  wall  or  dike  being  built  above  it. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  detailed  report  of  Assistant  En^nex^r 
J.  L.  Gillespie,  who  has  had  local  charge  of  the  works.  Great  credit  i ^ 
due  Mr.  Gillespie  for  his  great  intelligence  and  energy  in  carrying  on 
the  work. 

report  of  mr.  j.  l.  oillbspie,  assistant  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Offick, 

Saint  Pauly  Minn,,  June  30,  1876. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  progress  of  the  works  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony  during  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  i?C6: 

the  concrete  dike. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  fonndation  of  the  dike  was  laid  for  a  disttece 
of  479.6  feety  and  the  dike  completed  to  the  upper  level  for  450.8  feet,  130.3  feet  easi 
and  3^.5  feet  west  of  the  main  shaft  on  Hennepin  Island.  The  upper  drifts  had  been 
excavated  356.8  feet  eastward  and  405  feet  westward. 

On  July  8  a  spring  was  struck  at  the  west  heading,  370  feet  from  the  nbaft  Mid  3D 
feet  below  the  ledge,  which  increased  rapidly  for  a  few  hoars,  bringing  in  Bafficient 
sand  to  fill  the  lower  drift  west  of  the  first  sump.  The  increased  flow  at  this  time  was 
due  to  the  stoppage  of  the  drain  in  the  east  passage,  (break  of  April,  1875,)  the  walff 
from  that  point  finding  its  way  through  seams  in  the  sand-rock  to  the  west  headiii^. 
The  drain  was  re-opened,  reducing  the  flow  of  the  spring,  which  was  then  oonlined  to 
a  6-inch  pipe,  the  cavity  formed  by  it  being  filled  with  concrete.  Daring  the  remaio- 
der  of  the  month  the  spring  continued  to  flow  steadily,  frequently  bringing  in  iBif^ 
quantities  of  sand  and  seriously  delaying  the  progress  of  the  work.  On  Aagnst  1  the 
spring  again  increased  in  volume,  bringing  in  such  quantities  of  sand  as  to  fill  the 
lower  drift  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  arch.  This  time  it  was  found  that  the  drain  in  the 
west  passage  (break  of  1B73)  had  been  closed  by  the  fall  of  a  mass  of  sand-rock  and 
shale,  and  the  water  from  this  channel,  together  with  a  small  stream  from  the  fir^i 
break,  was  draining  into  the  west  drift  instead  of  the  old  tunnel,  as  heretofore.  Two 
days  later  the  pumps,  driven  by  water-power,  were  disabled  by  the  breakiD^  of  tbe 
driving-shaft,  and  the  Heald  &  Sisoo  steam-pump,  after  running  a  few  honrs,  was  iJso 
broken,  allowing  the  excavation  to  fill  witn  water  nearly  to  the  level  of  the  npper 
drifts  hefore  the  damage  could  be  repaired  and  a  jury-pump  started.  This,  togetb^ 
with  the  spring  above  mentioned,  caused  the  sand-rock  at  the  west  heading  to  care 
down,  forming  a  channel  from  10  to  15  feet  wide,  extending  northward  from  the  dik«» 
about  100  feet.  From  the  5th  to  the  23d  of  August  work  on  the  dike  was  confined  to 
clearing  out  the  sand  which  had  accumulated  in  the  pump-well  and  lower  drifts. 

In  the  mean  time  the  channel  from  the  break  of  1873  was  re-opened  and  cleared  oac 
to  the  head  of  the  drain-pipe,  a  drift  cut  through  the  sand-rook  from  this  channel  to 
the  first  break,  and  pipes  laid  to  convey  all  drainage- water  to  the  iron  pipe  in  the 
main  tunnel. 

This  work  reduced  the  flow  of  the  spring  at  the  west  heading  to  about  one-half  thf" 
capacity  of  the  6-inch  pipe  through  which  it  flows,  and  put  an  end  to  the  incursions  of 
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Band.    The  spring  continued  in  the  same  condition  np  to  the  time  of  stopping  the 
pumps,  March  31, 1876. 

From  Angnst  last  to  the  stoppage  of  the  work  this  spring  the  oonstniotion  of  the 
dike  continued  steadily  without  serious  interruption.  The  quantity  of  water  met  with 
in  the  excavation  was  comparatively  small,  and  the  streams  easily  controlled.  The 
excavation  for  the  east  branch  of  the  dike,  600  feet  in  length,  extending  70  feet  east  of 
high-water  shore-line,  was  finished  in  November.  The  side-walls  of  the  lower  drift 
were  continued  to  the  end,  but  over  the  last  116  feet  no  arch  was  turned,  the  concrete 
filling  being  continuous  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  At  the  east  end  of  the  dike  a 
cross- wall  was  constructed,  forming  a  T  with  the  main  wall,  the  arms  being  each  6  feet 
by  3  feet.  At  25  and  50  feet  from  the  end,  spur- walls  were  built,  on  the  upper  side  of 
the  dike,  of  similar  dimensions.  The  upper  east  drift  has  been  filled  with  concrete  to 
within  127  feet  of  the  shaft,  the  lower  to  within  170  feet.  In  filling  the  lower  drift 
much  trouble  was  experienced  in  stopping  the  flow  of  water  at  various  points  through 
the  bottom  and  side  walls,  but  at  the  time  of  stopping  work  the  water  had  been  almost 
entirely  excluded. 

The  excavation  for  the  west  branch  of  the  dike  was  completed  March  7,  and  the 
concrete  finished  to  the  level  of  the  upper  drift  March  14,  at  which  latter  date  work 
was  suspended,  the  appropriation  being  nearly  exhausted.  The  last  35  feet  of  the  dike 
was  built  np  solid  from  the  bottom,  and  cross  and  spur  walls  built  similar  to  those  at 
the  east  end.  The  length  of  the  west  branch  of  the  dike  is  1,275  feet,  a  reduction  of 
50  feet  from  the  original  plan,  the  firm  character  of  the  sand-rock  seeming  to  render 
any  further  extensions  unnecessary.  The  west  end  of  the  dike  is  25  feet  west  of  the 
river-shore  line. 

At  a  point  403.6  feet  west  of  the  intersection  of  drifts  at  the  pump-well,  the  axis  of 
the  dike  deflects  44^  38'  32'^  toward  the  south,  the  angle  being  turned  on  a  curve  of  4» 
feet  radius.  The  side-walls  on  the  north  side  of  the  upper  west  drift  have  been  ex- 
tended to  a  point  594  feet  from  intersection  of  drifts ;  that  on  the  south  side  315  feet. 

The  west  branch  of  the  tunnel.  Just  above  the  crossing  of  the  dike,  has  been  closed 
by  a  bulk-head  of  concrete.  Three  pipes,  12  inches  in  diameter,  are  laid  through  the 
concrete  to  carry  o£f  the  draina/e  from  the  upper  tunnel.  The  pumps  were  kept  run- 
ning until  the  evening  of  March  31,  when  they  were  stopped,  and  the  lower  drifts 
allowed  to  fill  with  water.  The  water  rose  slowly  until  it  reached  the  discharge-pipe 
leading  from  the  pump-well  to  the  west  branch  of  the  old  tunnel,  where  it  has  re- 
mained stationary,  discharging  through  the  pipe  at  the  rate  of  about  10  gallons  per 
minute. 

The  general  plan  of  construction  pursued  has  been  the  same  as  described  in  the  last 
annual  report,  the  main  variations  being  the  substitution  of  an  open  box-drain  for  the 
stone  pipe  formerly  used  in  the  foundation,  and  the  use  of  hoisting- engines  for  raising 
the  excavated  sand  on  inclined  planes  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  drifts.  In  Novem- 
ber last  a  Blake  steam-pnmp  was  placed  in  the  pump- well,  whicn  has  rendered  efficient 
service  whenever  the  pumps  driven  by  water-power  have  been  stopped  for  repairs. 

Daring  the  summer  and  fall  of  1875,  the  ledge  covering  the  channel  from  the  first 
break  on  the  west  side  of  Nicollet  Island  was  quarried  out,  the  stone  being  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  dike,  and  the  channel  filled  with  gravel  as  the  quarrying  progressed. 
Since  November  last  the  stone  for  the  dike  has  been  obtained  from  the  lower  part  of 
Hennepin  Island,  near  the  original  entrance  to  the  tunnel.  The  amount  of  concrete 
put  in  during  the  year  is  8,377  cubic  yards,  making,  with  3,107  cubic  yards  put  in  last 
year,  a  total  of  11,484  yards  now  in  place  in  the  dike.  The  average  cost  per  yard  of 
finislied  wall  during  the  year  has  been  $11.31.  Average  cost  last  year,  (28.68.  Average 
for  the  two  years,  816. 

The  amount  of  sand  excavated  during  the  year  was  9,324  cubic  yards.  The  total 
amount  of  measured  excavation  to  date  has  been  13,361  yards,  to  which  should  be  added 
oavities  not  measured,  estimated  at  850  yards. 

There  remains  to  complete  the  dike,  the  filling  of  the  upper  and  lower  drifts,  pump- 
well,  and  sumps,  which  will  require  about  3,000  yards  of  concrete. 

REPAIR  OP  THE  AJ»RON. 

Early  in  August  the  work  of  repairing  the  apron  at  the  face  of  the  falls  was  com- 
menced, the  lower  end  of  this  structure  having  lieen  entirely  destroyed  by  the  ice- 
freshet  in  the  spring  of  1875,  and  the  bottom  of  the  river  below  scoured  out  to  a 
depth  of  30  to  40  feet.  Large  timber-cribs  filled  with  stone  were  sunk  at  the  foot  of  the 
apron,  upon  which  the  plank  covering  was  extended,  with  the  same  slope  as  above,  to 
a  depth  of  2  feet  below  low  water.  A  large  amount  of  stone  was  also  put  in  below  the 
cribs.  The  original  planking  was  renewed  wherever  necessary,  the  4-inch  pine  cover- 
ing extended  over  the  east  half,  which  had  been  left  unfinished,  and  the  more  exposed 
portions  protected  with  oak  planking. 

Work  was  continued  until  December,  when  it  was  suspended  on  account  of  the  severe 
€old,  the  repairs  being  then  completed  with  the  exception  of  leveling  and  covering  a 
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length  of  140  feet  at  the  foot  on  the  west  side.  This  portion  of  the  work  'w^as  finisM 
during  the  month  of  March,  funds  (^1,500)  for  the  purpose  having  heea  famished  by 
the  citizens  of  Minneapolis. 

There  has  been  expended  on  the  apron  during  the  year  by  the  United 

States  Government ^3,715  46 

By  the  citizens  of  Minneapolis 1,500  C*i 

Total 25,215  4$ 

The  foot  of  the  apron  on  the  west  side  has  again  settled  somewhat  and  will  ne(d 
further  repairs,  the  extent  of  which  cannot  be  determined  until  the  season  of  low  water. 
So  long  as  the  abrading  action  of  the  water  passing  over  the  falls  is  confined  to  it« 
present  narrow  limits,  the  apron  cannot  be  made  permanent  and  will  require  constaol 
repairs. 

Very  resj^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.    L.    GlLLKSPIE, 

Aavigtant  Engineer. 
Migor  F.  U.  Farquhar, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $13.5,106  76 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 132, 044  3& 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876,  including  §511.70  due  on  contracts 3, 062  7^ 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876  -.'. 12<),  000  C^ 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 184, 74H  35 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .  5, 000  i**) 


O   2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  ABOVE  THE  FALLS  OF  SADTT 

ANTHONY. 

Ko  work  of  improvement  was  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year,  as  the 
amount  available  from  the  appropriation  made  in  1874  was  not  enough 
to  work  on,  and  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  expend  the  total  sum  ap- 
propriated by  the  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  on  the  work  at  the  Falls 
of  Saint  Anthony. 

The  river  was  thoroughly  gauged  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
high  and  low  water  discharges.  The  localities  at  which  the  measure- 
ments were  made  and  the  amounts  discharged  were  as  follows : 


Locality. 


Brainerd 

One  mile  above  Sank  Rapids 

Fridley's  Bar,  4  miles  above  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony 


^'A 

!«"^ 

'Jh 

JS  o  c 

•^  .w  c  s 

gfc-sS 

•^ 

^ 

15.S90 

«.«p 

31,450 

3.T* 

42,500 

4!«^« 

I  purpose  making  a  a]>ecial  report  on  the  subject  of  this  gauging  as 
soon  as  some  additional  data  are  collected,  which  will  be  as  soon  as 
work  is  resumed  on  the  river. 

There  was  no  use  made  of  the  river  between  Minneapolis  and  Aitkin 
last  season  for  any  purposes  of  commerce  except  the  running  of  logs. 
Between  Aitkin  and  Grand  Eapids  one  small  steamer  made  as  many 
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trips  as  were  necessary  to  supply  the  lumber-camps.  A  very  small 
steamboat  was  put  on  the  river  above  Minneapolis  this  spring,  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  its  doing  any  business. 

!No  amount  additional  to  that  ($75,000)  asked  for  in  my  last  annual 
report  is  necessary.  Should  that  amount,  or  any  other,  be  appropriated, 
it  will  be  used  in  building  wing-dams,  commencing  just  below  the 
Thousand  Islands  and  continuing  down  stream,  and  removing  bowlders 
from  the  bed  of  the  river. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagast  14, 1876 (120, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oonapletion  of  existing:  project 55,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878.    55, 000  OO 


O3. 

CONSTRUCTION'OF  lock  and  dam  on  MISSTSSIPPI  river  at  MEEKER'S 

ISLAND,  MINNESOTA. 

No  work  has  been  done  here,  as  no  fands  were  available,  because  the 
parties  holding  the  land-grant  have  not  made  any  acceptable  release  as 
required  by  the  act  approved  March  3, 1875.  The  State  of  Minnesota 
should  annul  the  grant  to  the  parties  now  holding  the  land-grant,  and 
release  the. same  to  the  United  States. 

Should  it  be  determined  to  carry  on  this  work,  a  sum  not  less  than 
$300,000  should  be  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1878. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  Jnly  1, 1876 .' l^  000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  the  completion  of  existing  project 9'52, 121  4tJ- 


O4. 

IMPROVING  MINNESOTA  RIVER. 

After  due  advertising,  a  contract  was  made,  September  7, 1875,  with 
Fendall  G.  Winston  for  removing  snags,  bowlders,  and  overhanging 
trees  from  the  river  and  its  banks.  Under  this  contract  all  the  snags 
and  bowlders  in  the  low-water  channel  and  the  overhanging  trees  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  were  removed  between  Mankato  and  a  point  20 
miles  below. 

The  contractor  made  use  of  dynamite  in  loosening  and  destroying 
snags  when  they  were  so  firmly  imbedded  in  the  bottom  as  to  be  beyond 
the  power  of  his  machinery  to  lift  Ithem. 
'    The  following  is  the  summary  of  the  work  : 

Overhanging  trees  cut  down 1, 9r2 

SiiagM  removed 1^  319 

Bowlders  removed,  cubic  yards 1 ^ 
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The  estimate  made  for  removiDg  the  snafrs,  overhaDging  trees,  &&. 
(see  Annual  Eeport  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  Part  I,  page  3G4,)  was  as 
lollows : 

3,335  snags,  at  |!5 116,675  00 

24  drift-piles,  at  $100 2.400« 

4,122  fallen  and  overhanging  trees,  at  |3 12^366  00 

31,44100 
10  percent,  for  contingencies 3,144  10 

34,5^10 
Appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1875 10,000  00 

Remaining  to  be  appropriated 24,5^  10 

But  since  making  the  survey  npon  which  the  above  estimate  was 
made,  many  trees  then  on  the  banks  have,  owing  to  the  undermining  of 
the  banks,  become  snags.  Each  year  new  obstructions  are  added  by 
the  caving  in  of  the  banks,  and  the  results  of  improving  the  river  br 
only  removing  these  obstructions  are  only  very  temporary,  and,  were  all 
the  snags  or  other  obstructions  removed  irom  the  low-water  channd, 
still,  during  low  water,  there  would  not  be  a  sufficient  channel  for  pur- 
poses of  navigation. 

Two  small  steamboats  that  went  up  the  Minnesota  River  in  May  last 
during  the  high  water  had  to  discharge  their  return  freights  at  Mankato 
before  they  could  return  to  the  Mississippi  Biver,  and  even  then  th^ 
exi)erienced  great  difficulty. 

Between  Mankato  and  Hurricane  Bend  there  were-  removed  dnrin^ 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1868,  (see  page  349,  Report  of  Chief  of 
Engineers,  1868,)  1,890  snags,  and  during  past  year  306  snags. 

Until  the  lock  and  dam  are  built  at  Little  Rapids  there  can  be  bo 
navigation  on  the  river  above  that  obstruction  except  by  flat-boats  OQia- 
ing  down  stream,  and  even  then  they  cannot  pass  the  rapids  at  lor 
water.  I  do  not  think  any  money  ought  to  be  spent  for  improving  tke 
river  above  Little  Rapids  until  the  proposed  lock  and  dam  at  that  local- 
ity is  completed. 

The  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  lock  and  dam  is  as  follows, 
(see  page  363,  Part  I,  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875 :) 

2,522  cable  yards  rock-excavation,  at  $2 $5,044  0' 

5,113  cnbic  yards  earth-excavation,  at  50  cents 2,556  Ui 

1,161  cubic  yards  hammered  masonry,  at  |25 29,0^  (0 

182  cubic  yards  rubble-masonry,  at  $12 2,184  t^ 

5,050  cubic  yards  concrete,  at  $d 40,400  0( 

666  cubic  yards  earth-filling  of  hollow  walls,  at  |1 ! 666  01 

2  sets  iron  gates  and  fixtures,  at  $5,000 10,000  00 

300  feet  needle-dam  superstruGture,  at  $70 21,OO0iX« 

500  feet  coff'er-dam,  at  |ilO 5,000* 

115, 875  5# 
10  percent,  for  contingencies Il,5d7  5 

127,4e3(]S 

Should  Congress  make  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  commence  the 
lock  and  dam  at  Little  Rapids,  and  in  time  to  make  use  of  the  low>watcf 
season  of  1876,  work  could  begin  as  soon  as  contracts  could  be  made, 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  foundations  could  be  put  in  dnring  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1877.  Should  only  the  usual  appropriation  of 
$10,000  be  made,  it  might  not  be  expended  until  next  season,  when,  with 
an  additional  appropriation  of  $50,000,  work  might  be  commenced;  or 
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it  could  be  used  in  continuing  the  removal  of  the  snags  and  bowlders, 
&c.,  below  the  point  reached  last  iPebruary. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 |9, 620  84 

Amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 9, 577  38 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876,  including  ^.02  due  on  labor  and  materials.  43  46 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  look  and 

dam  at  Little  Rapids 127,463  05 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878, 

lock  and  dam  at  Little  Rapids 60, 000  00 

45  E 
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O5. 

survey  of  the  chippewa  river,  wisconsin. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Saint  Paulj  December  13, 1875. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  re- 
sults of  a  survey  made  during  the  past  season  on  the  Chippewa  Eiver, 
Wisconsin. 

As  the  amount  allotted  ($1,800)  for  this  survey  was  so  small,  it  was 
thought  best  to  use  it  in  making  detailed  surveys  of  the  worst  obstruc- 
tions below  Chippewa  Falls,  as  shown  by  the  examination  made  in  1874. 
The  results  of  this  latter  examination  were  reported  by  me  in  letter 
dated  January  30, 1875. 

Detailed  surveys  were  made  at  the  following  localities : 

1.  Upper  Dalles.    (See  acoompany^ng  tracing  No.  1.) 

2.  Lower  Dallee.    (See  accompanyiDg  tracing  No.  2.) 

3.  Ramsey's  Bar.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  3.) 

4.  Dnrand  Bars.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  4.) 

5.  Head  of  Beef  Slongh.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  5.) 

6.  Month  of  river.    (See  accompanying  tracing  No.  6.) 

1.  UPPER  DALLES. 

This  obstruction  in  the  river  is  a  little  more  than  4  miles  below 
Chippewa  Falls.  The  river  here  breaks  through  a  ledge  of  coarse  yel- 
lowish sandstone.  The  distance  from  the  head  to  the  foot  of  the  Dalles 
is  about  12,000  feet,  and  the  total  fall  is  10^  feet,  or  an  average  of  4.62 
feet  per  mile.  By  examining  tracing  No.  1,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  only 
way  to  improve  this  part  of  the  river  for  steamboat-navigation  is  by 
building  a  lock  and  dam.  The  lock-chamber  should  be  200  feet  by  50 
feet,  with  a  lift  of  10^  feet,  and  should  be  of  stone  and  concrete  masonry. 
The  dam  should  be  of  timber,  and  furnished  with  an  adjustable  timber- 
chute  for  the  use  of  rafts.  The  cosi  of  this  improvement  will  be  as 
follows : 

Dam,  557  feet  long $61,733  69 

Timber-chute 10,007  95 

Lock 122,523  41 

194,265  05 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 19,426  50 

Total 213.691  .^ 

2.  LOWER  DALLES.     (SEE  TRACING  NO.  2.) 

The  rapids  at  this  locality  commence  about  one  and  one- fourth  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Eau  Claire  River.  The  river  here  again  breaks 
through  a  ledge  of  coarse  sandstone,  and  has  cut  through  it  a  very  tor- 
tnous  channel.  From  the  head  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  the  distance  is 
^,850  feet,  and  the  total  fall  is  8.8  feet.  Here  it  is  proposed  to  overcome 
the  obstruction  by  constructing  a  dam  with  timber-chute  just  below  the 
railroad-bridge,  a  canal  3,610  feet  long  from  the  dam,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river,  and  at  the  end  of  the  canal  a  lock  200  feet  by  50  feet,  and 
9^  feet  lift. 

The  canal  will  be  100  feet  wide  at  the  water-line  and  4  feet  deep.  At 
the  upper  end  of  the  canal  will  be  guard-gates.  The  cost  of  this  im- 
provement will  be  as  follows : 
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Dam,  570  feet  long §36,2l!<94 

Timber-chute 8,246  76 

Caual  and  locks 178,160  27 

222,625  97 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 22, 2C2  59 

Total 244,'?S-f  56 

3.  RUMSEY'S  bar— 4.  DURAND  BARS. 

These  places  in  tbe  river  are  filled  with  saod  bars,  the  material  for 
which  has  evidently  been  largely  furnished  by  the  high  sand-banks  just 
above  them.  I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  maintain- 
ing a  good  channel  through  these  parts  and  others  were  the  sapply  of 
sand  cut  off,  and  unless  these  *' yellow  banks"  are  protected  from  the 
erosive  action  of  the  rivei>  any  wing-dams  or  other  constractions  to 
improve  the  natural  channel  of  the  river  will  only  have  a  very  tempo- 
rary effect. 

There  are  on  the  river  six  of  these  "  yellow  banks,"  varying  from  80 
feet  to  100  feet  in  height,  and  having  a  total  of  face  exposed  to  the  river 
of  21,000  feet.  The  river  slopes  of  these  banks  are  from  So^  to  40^, 
and  the  sand  can  be  seen  continually  rolling  and  sliding  into  the  river. 
I  think  that,  before  any  other  work  is  commenced  on  the  Chippewa 
Biver,  the  bottoms  of  these  slopes  should  be  protected.  This  pro- 
tection should  be  of  brush,  made  into  fascines,  and  so  placed  as  to  revet 
these  slopes  as  high  as  mean  stage  of  water,  and  tiien  willows  shonld 
be  planted  in  the  berns.  While  on  the  accompanying  tracingfs  wing- 
dams  to  be  constructed  are  shown,  yet  I  would  not  recommend  their 
construction  until  the  sand-banks  are  protected.  By  referring  to  mv 
report  of  last  year,  the  location  and  extent  of  each  of  tbe  *' yellow 
banks  "  can  be  ascertained.  They  are  given  in  the  items  of  necessair 
improvements,  numbered  3, 10, 18, 25, 27, 29.  The  total  number  of  cubic 
yards  of  brush-work  is  66,440,  and,  at  an  average  expense  of  $1/25  per 
cubic  yard,  would  cost  to  construct  $83,050.  The  experiment  might  be 
tried  on  the  "  yellow  banks  "just  above  and  below  Eumsey's  Bar.  The 
cost  of  revetting  these  two  would  not  be  more  than  $30,000. 

5.  HEAD  OF  BEEF  SLOUGH. 

On  the  subsidence  of  the  river  after  the  last  spring  freshet  it  wai 
found  that  a  great  change  had  taken  place  in  the  river  between  the 
Bound  Hill  boom  and  the  head  of  Beef  Island.  The  old  main  channel 
to  the  left  of  Beef  Island,  which  passes  by  the  head  of  Beef  Sloughy 
had  almo»t  entirely  filled  up,  while  Horse  Slough,  to  the  right  of  the 
island,  had  very  much  deepened,  and  the  amount  of  water  flowing 
through  it  was  nearly  fourteen-fifteenths  of  the  whole  volume  of  the 
river  above  Beef  Island.  The  cause  of  this  change  is  evident.  The 
Bound  Hill  boom  sent  the  current  against  the  rocky  left  bank  of  the 
river,  and  caused  an  eddy  just  below  itself,  in  which  was  deposited  the 
large  sand-bar,  (No.  1  on  tracing.)  After  striking  the  left  bank,  the 
current  was  deflected  toward  the  head  of  Horse  Slough,  and  the  last 
high  water  completed  the  work,  which  no  doubt  has  been  progressing 
since  the  placing  of  the  upper  boom,  of  making  Horse  Slough  the  main 
channel. 

There  are  some  few  snags  in  Horse  Slough  that  should  be  removed, 
and  a  low-water  wing-dam  should  be  built  from  the  point  of  rocks  oo 
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the  left  bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  upper  boom  to  past  the  head  of 
Beef  Island.    This  woald  cost  as  follows : 

WiDg-dams,  3,270  feet  long,  at  $3.25 §10,627  50 

Removiog  50  soagSi  at  85 250  00 

Total 10,877  50 

The  position  of  the  winged  end  of  the  Eoand  Hill  boom,  as  shown  on 
accompanying  tracing  No.  5,  is  that  giving  the  widest  opening  between 
the  boom  and  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  it  can  be  so  swang  as  to 
entirely  close  the  channel. 

6.  MOUTH  OF  THE  RIVER.      (SEE  TRACING  NO.  6.) 

There  seems  to  be  bat  one  way  of  improving  this  point  on  the  river, 
and  that  is  by  contracting  the  channel-way  until  the  current  of  the 
Mississippi  River  is  reached,  strong  enough  to  carry  away  any  silt 
brought  down  by  the  Chippewa  River.  This  would  require  the  build- 
ing of  8,400  feet  of  wing-dams  and  jetties,  which  wonld  cost  $27,300. 
The  above  estimates  are  substituted  for  those  given  in  previous  report 
for  the  corresponding  items  of  cost. 

In  the  previous  report,  no  estimates  were  made  for  improving  the 
Dalles  so  as  to  permit  of  steamboat-navigation  over  them.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  commerce  on  the  river  will  ever  be  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  warrant  the  construction  of  the  locks  and  dams  at  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Dalles.  Before  any  well-digested  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  the  river  below  Eau  Claire  can  be  made,  a  continuous  survey  of  the 
river  must  be  made,  and  the  experiment  of  protecting  the  steep  slopes 
of  the  high  "  yellow  banks  ^  tried. 

There  are  places  on  the  river  where  even  raft-navigation  is  difficult 
during  low  water.  New  channels  are  cut  through  the  sand-bars  each 
year,  and  new  sand-bars  are  discovered  on  the  subsidence  of  every 
freshet.  I  have  no  doubt  the  works  recommended  above  at  the  head  of 
Beef  Slough  and  at  the  month  of  the  river  will  improve  the  channel 
of  the  river  at  those  points.  During  the  season  of  1875,  the  Beef 
Slough  Company  has  run  down  the  river  firom  Chippewa  Falls  to  the 
head  of  Beef  Slough  about  160.000,000  feet,  board-measure,  of  loose 
logs.  These  logs  were  mostly  run  during  a  good  stage  of  water,  thus 
presenting  a  formidable  obstacle  to  steamboat-navigation,  at  a  time 
^hen  but  few  natural  obstructions  existed.  I  wonld  respectfully  request 
that  this  report  be  appended  to  my  report  of  January  30, 1875,  (printed 
in  Part  6,  H.  Ex.  Doc.  76,  second  session,  Forty-third  Congress.)  The 
field-work  was  done  by  a  party  under  the  charge  of  Max.  E.  Schmidt, 
who  showed  great  intelligence,  energy,  and  economy  in  doing  the  work 
intrusted  to  him. 

Hoping  that  this  may  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  XJ.  Farquhar, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


Major  of  Engineers. 
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APPENDIX  P. 

ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  WM.  R  KING,  CORPS  OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 
1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Chattanooga^  Tenn,^  September  19, 1876. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  folIowiDg  report  on  the 
works  nnder  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  King, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


P  I. 

TENNESSEE  RIVER  ABOVE  CHATTANOOGA. 

Work  on  this  portion  of  the  river  being  of  a  nature  unsnited  to  the 
contract-system,  authority  had  been  procured  to  carry  it  on  by  hired 
labor. 

The  improvement  consists  in  deepening  the  channel  at  the  nnmerons 
shoals,  by  building  stone  dams  to  contract  the  water-way,  by  blasting 
rock  from  the  channel,  and  by  removing  sand-bars,  so  as  to  secure  at 
least  3  feet  of  water  at  all  stages  of  river  between  Chattanooga  and 
£noxville. 

The  names  and  location  of  the  shoals  that  have  been  considered  as 
serious  obstructions  are  shown  on  the  small  map  of  the  Upper  Tennes- 
see, which  forms  a  part  of  this  report.  Those  marked  1  are  essentiallj 
completed,  those  marked  0  are  not  begun,  and  those  marked  by  frac- 
tions J,  f ,  &c.,  are  in  a  state  of  progress  represented  by  the  fraction. 

The  navigation  of  the  river  has  already  been  greatly  facilitated  by 
these  works,  and  the  improvements  are  generally  recognized  and  ap- 
proved by  river-men. 

Low- water  navigation  between  Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  by  steam- 
ers drawing  2  feet  of  water  was  formerly  an  impossibility,  but  that  por- 
tion of  the  river  between  Chattanooga  and  Kingston,  where  the  improve 
ments  are  nearest  completion,  can  now  be  navigated  by  steamers 
drawing  nearly  3  feet  of  water  during  the  whole  year,  and  as  the  work 
is  extended  toward  Knoxville  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  th« 
same  degree  of  success  will  attend  it. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  Tennessee  Eiver  is  a  remarkably  satis- 
factory one  to  improve,  since  its  regimen  is  almost  fixed,  the  bed  being 
cut  throngh  solid  limestone  for  a  great  part  of  its  course,  and  the  banks 
being  generally  formed  of  rocky  bluffs,  or  of  earth  thoroughly  protected 
by  willow  and  other  aquatic  trees,  which  grow  almost  to  the  lowest 
water-mark. 

The  improvements,  therefore,  instead  of  being  uncertain  in  their  re- 
sults, as  on  many  streams  where  a  supposed  improvement  may  prove 
only  temporary  in  its  action,  or  possibly  prove  a  damage  to  navigation* 
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by  transferring  the  difficulty  to  another  point,  the  works  on  the  Tennes- 
see may  be  regarded  as  efficient  and  permanent. 

In  some  cases  the  works  have  failed  to  realize  all  that  was  expected 
of  them,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  fault  was  owing  to  a  want  of  tight- 
ness in  the  dams,  and  that  it  can  be  corrected  by  using  brush  in  connec- 
tion with  stone  in  building  the  dams. 

The  dams  will  also,  in  most  cases,  gradually  become  tighter,  from  the 
natural  deposit  of  sediment  in  the  spaces  between  the  stones. 

The  entire  absence  of  ice  in  this  river  is  another  reason  why  the  dams 
may  be  considered  permament  structures,  and  gives  additional  impor- 
tance to  these  improvements,  since  the  river  can  be  navigated  through- 
out the  year,  instead  of  being  frozen  up  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
time.    The  mode  of  carrying  on  this  work  is  as  follows : 

Ist.  In  building  dams  the  location  is  so  selected  as  to  raise  the  water 
on  the  shoals,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  avoid  the  necessity  of  much  chan- 
nel-excavation. The  stones  are  quarried  at  the  most  convenient  points 
and  conveyed  in  flat-boats  to  the  site  of  the  proposed  dam,  where  they 
are  thrown  in,  care  being  taken  to  give  the  dam  the  proper  direction 
and  to  place  the  stones  in  as  compact  a  mass  as  possible.  Gravel  and 
small  stones  are  generally  added  to  fill  the  interstices,  and  willow-brush 
are  now  being  added  to  give  still  greater  tightness  to  the  dams.  Wil- 
low-trees have  been  planted  on  some  of  the  dams,  but  do  not  promise 
to  grow  unless  finer  materials  can  be  massed  about  the  roots,  which  it 
is  proposed  to  accomplish  by  adding  brush  to  the  dams  as  above  stated. 

2d.  Where  rock  is  to  be  excavated  from  the  channel,  the  drilling  is 
generally  done  by  hand,  the  man  who  holds  the  drill  standing  in  the 
water  and  the  strikers  standing  on  a  simple  raft  of  timber. 

The  debris  is  generally  removed  by  men  going  into  water  and  shovel- 
ing the  smaller  fragments  upon  flat-boats,  the  larger  pieces  being  lifted 
by  derricks  placed  upon  scows,  the  whole  quantity  removed  being  after- 
ward deposited  upon  the  river- bank,  so  that  it  can  be  seen  at  any  time 
by  the  engineer  in  charge. 

The  whole  number  of  cubic  yards  of  rock  so  removed  up  to  June  30, 
1876,  was  1,553. 

The  number  of  cubic  yards  of  rock  quarried  and  placed  in  dams  was 
34,053. 

Gravel-excavation  in  the  channel  is  carried  on  in  the  same  way  as 
the  removal  of  blasted  rock.  The  whole  number  of  cubic  yards  removed 
up  to  June  30, 1876,  was  1,050. 

Since  the  removal  of  rock  and  gravel  from  the  channel  by  the  fore- 
going means  requires  extreme  low  water,  and  also  that  the  water  shall 
not  be  so  cold  as  to  prevent  the  men  from  working  in  it,  the  work- 
ing season  is  limited  to  a  very  short  interval  between  the  spring  and 
summer  floods  and  the  first  cool  weather  in  autumn,  and  as  work  has 
to  be  carried  on  at  many  places,  often  distant  from  each  other,  during 
this  interval,  it  follows  that  considerable  advantage  would  be  derived 
if  some  economical  device  could  be  employed  for  removing  rock  and 
gravel  at  times  when  the  water  is  too  high  or  too  cold  to  admit  of  work- 
ing in  the  usual  way.  A  scraper  was  made  for  this  purpose  during  the 
past  year,  to  be  )^orked  by  a  steamboat,  and  was  partly  tested  in  remov- 
ing a  gravel-bar,  but  a  sudden  rise  in  the  river  put  a  stop  to  its  use  for 
the  season.  The  experiment  was  apparently  successful,  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  renew  it  during  the  present  low-water  season. 

Some  inquiries  have  also  been  made  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  rock 
by  machinery,  and,  if  any  device  is  found  worthy  of  trial,  application 
will  be  made  for  authority  to  make  the  experiment. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


712 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 


The  number  of  men  employed  on  these  works  has  varied  from  12  to 
260. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 $35,856  27 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ld76 27, 99A  26 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 7,862  01 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 15, 000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 75, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiag  Jane  30, 1878.  35, 000  00 


P   2. 

TENNESSEE  RIVER  BELOW  CHATTANOOGA. 

L  MUSCLE  srfoALS. 

This  improvement  consists  in  enlarii^ng  and  repairing  the  old  canal 
which  was  built  about  40  years  ago,  and  which  had  failed  to  accomplish 
the  intended  object  of  connecting  the  upper  and  lower  Tennessee,  becanse 
of  difficult  shoals  both  above  and  below  the  canal,  viz,  the  Elk  River 
Shoals  above  and  the  Little  Muscle  Shoals  below,  (see  map  of  Muscle 
Shoals  Canal  herewith.)  The  present  project  of  improvement  includes 
the  improvement  of  these  shoals,  as  well  as  of  the  Big  Muscle  Shoals : 
the  latter,  however,  being  the  only  portion  of  the  work  under  way  at 
present. 

This  work  is  being  carried  on  under  five  different  contracts,  as  follows : 


Name. 

Date. 

Contract 

T.  Ford  tCo 

Dec.  13, 1875 
Dec.  13, 1875 
Dec.  13, 1875 
Dec.  13, 1875 
Mar.  31, 1876 

Section  1,  (repair  and  enlargement. ) 
Section  S.       (do«                 do.) 

Foster,  Wiehl  &  Jackson 

Mathew  G.  Kennedy 

Sections  3,  4,  5,  and  6. 

Rice  &,  Reid 

Section  7. 

George  WiUiama 

The  first  4  of  these  contracts  cover  the  completion  of  about  8  miles  of 
canal,  exclusive  of  locks,  or  a  little  more  than  one-half  the  length  of  the 
canal.  They  were  to  be  completed  by  the  31st  of  May,  but  owing  to 
delays  from  high  water,  rains,  and  hot  weather,  they  have  all  beeu  ex- 
tended, and  it  is  not  probable  that  they  will  be  completed  before  the  1st 
of  December,  1876.  With  one  or  two  exceptions,  however,  work  has 
been  going  on  with  a  fair  monthly  progress,  as  shown  by  the  following 
table  : 

WiMrk  completed  on  Muscle  Shoals  Canal  June  30, 1876. 
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The  section  of  Messrs.  Bice  &  Beid  has  since  been  completed  and 
accepted -by  the  Government. 

Owing  to  the  amount  of  preparations  required  for  building  the  locks, 
the  contractor  had  accomplished  but  little  work  upon  them  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  as  shown  by  the  table.  He  has  since  completed  a  railroad 
track  along  the  tow-path,  some  ten  miles  in  length,  for  hauling  stone 
and  other  materials,  and  is  now  (September  19)  engaged  in  quarrying 
and  cutting  stone  for  the  locks,  having  nearly  completed  the  excavation 
of  the  lock-pits. 

The  great  importance  of  this  work,  forming  as  it  does  a  connecting 
link  between  300  miles  of  navigable  waters  in  the  Upper  Tennessee  with 
the  Lower  Tennessee,  and  in  fact  with  the  Mississippi  and  all  its  tribu- 
taries, for  steamers  drawing  3  feet  of  water,  at  all  stages  of  the  river, 
commends  it  to  the  judgment  as  one  of  the  most  important  of  our  inter- 
nal improvements,  and  will,  I  hope,  secure,  if  not  a  liberal,  at  least  a 
respectable  appropriation. 

The  money  already  expended  and  the  advantages  to  commerce  can 
only  be  realized  by  completing  it  as  fast  as  the  work  can  economically 
be  done. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  work  can  be  completed  con- 
siderably within  the  estimated  cost,  if  prosecuted  a«  it  should  be,  and  . 
under  the  same  conditions  it  can  be  completed  in  about  three  years  from 
the  time  adequate  appropriations  are  available. 

n.  COLBERT  SHOALS. 

Work  at  this  point  is  carried  on  by  hired  labor,  and  has  been  very 
much  delayed  on  account  of  continued  high  water.  The  nature  of  the 
improvement  is  similar  to  that  on  the  Upper  Tennessee,  and  it  is  con- 
ducted in  the  same  way. 

During  the  past  winter  and  spring  but  little  work  was  done  excepting 
looking  after  the  engineer  property  in  store,  and  preparing  boats,  tools, 
&c.,  for  active  operations. 

At  this  time,  September  19,  work  in  the  channel  is  making  some 
progress,  and  the  repairs  and  extension  of  the  dams  are  also  going  on. 

The  number  of  men  employed  has  varied  from  5  or  6  to  120. 

No  separate  appropriation  is  asked  for  this  work,  but  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  a  recent  appropriation  bill  contains  an  item  for  *^  Muscle 
Shoals  ^  instead  of  the  usual  designation  of  "  Tennessee  Eiver  below 
Chattanooga,^  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  Congress  be  asked  to 
adhere  to  the  original  designation,  which  will  accomplish  the  same  result 
and  greatly  simplify  our  accounts. 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July.l,  1«75 f499,263  73 

Amonnt  expended  danni^  fiscal  yekr  ending  Jane  30, 1876 131),  327  81 

Amount  available  July  f,  1876,  including  $10,231.56  due  on  contracts.. .      359, 935  92 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  187f5 255, 000  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3j  304, 500  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 .      745, 000  00 


P3- 

CUMBERLAND  EIVER. 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  by  hired  labor,  under  the  immediate 
charge  of  Captain  L.  C.  Overman,  United  States  Corps  of  Engineers,  who 
reports  as  follows :  p.^,.^,,  .^  Google 
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The  *'  working  season  "  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  was  a  very  unfavor- 
able one  for  the  prosecntion  of  work  as  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  Camberland 
River. 

The  whole  fiscal  year,  however,  was  a  favorable  one  for  steamboating  on  said 
river,  as  the  usnal  low- water  season  was  short,  and  frequently  interrapted  by  sadden 
and  nnusnally  high  rises.  The  river,  during  July,  1875,  reached  a  gauge  of  27  feet  10 
inches,  and  during  September,  1875,  reached  a  gauge-reading  of  15  feet ;  a  very  onasoal 
occurrence  for  the  Cumberland  River. 

'*  ChanneUexoavationf"  by  the  method  employed,  was  much  interrupted,  and  almost  im- 
'^ practicable  during  the  whole  season.  But  13  days  suitable  for  channel- work  oocaned, 
and  these  during  the  first  half  of  the  month  of  September. 

Work  was  suspended  in  December,  1875,  and  not  resumed  till  June  9, 1676,  when  the 
quarrying  of  stone  for  repair  of  dams  at  Davis  Ripple  was  commenced,  and  repair  of 
boats  begun. 

ESTIMATE  OP  WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING  THE  FISCAL  TEAR. 

4, 740  cubic  yards  of  dam  constructed  in  Harpeth  Shoals. 
175  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavated  from  channel  in  Harpeth  Shoals. 
525  cubic  yards  of  dam  constructed  at  Davis  Ripple. 
300  cubic  yards  of  rock  quarried  for  dam  at  Davis  Ripple. 

CONDITION  OP  WORK  AUGUST  1,   1876. 

During  July,  1876,  the  dams  in  Harpeth  Shoals  (page  475  Report  of  Chief  ot 
Engineers  1871)  were  repaired  and  completed;  to  accomplish  which  about  1,500  cubic 
yards  of  stone  were  used,  all  taken  from  the  quarry  at  Ashland  Ferry  Landing,  and 
some  700  cubic  yards  of  stone  were  quarried  (at  new  auarry)  for  dam  at  Davis  Bipple. 

There  remain  only  about  700  cubic  yards  of  rock-excavation  from  river-bed,  in 
channel,  to  complete  the  proposed  improvement  at  Harpeth  Shoals,  which  amonnt  of 
excavation,  owing  to  its  being  scattered  over  some  4|  miles  of  river,  and  to  the  fre- 
quent interruptions  incident  to  such  work,  is  estimated  will  cost  at  least  $3,500  =$5 
per  cubic  yard. 

For  Davis  Ripple  it  is  estimated  that  the  dam- work  will  cost  $2,500,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  expended  up  to  August  7, 1876,  (when  the  balance  of  appropriation  on 
hand  was  about  |10,720,  per  L.  (J.  Overman's  estimate,)  and  that  the  gravel-excavation 
will   cost  about  $2,000.     The  remaining  |2,000  can  be  profitable  employed  in  the 

removal  of  gravel  bars,  snags,  &c.,  between  Davis  Ripple  and  Clarksville,  Tenn. 

*»»  «  •  •  ♦ 

Money  statement 

Amount  available  July  1,  1875 f25, 356  86 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 12, 365  25 

Amount  available  July  1,  1876 12,991  61 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 184, 821  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878 75,000  00 


P4. 

OOSTENAULA  AND  COOSAWATTEE  RIVERS. 

The  work  of  improving  these  streams  was  continued  daring  the  year 
until  the  appropriation  was  nearly  exhausted. 

The  improvements  consisted  in  building  wing-dams,  blasting  rock  and 
bowlders,  and  in  removing  fish-traps,  sand-bars,  and  snags  from  the 
channel ;  and  was  so  nearly  completed  that  in  his  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1875,  the  engineer  in  charge  asked  for  no  addi- 
tional appropriation.  Since  that  time  a  balance  of  $7,529.99  has  been 
expended  on  the  work. 
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Money  statement 

Amount  ayailable  July  1, 1875 $7,552  05 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1876 7, 529  99 

Amount  available  July  1,1876 22  06 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 13, 208  50 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

187« 13,200  00 


P5. 

examination  of  the  little  tennessee  river  from  the  chil- 
howee  mountains  to  the  georgia  line,  in  macon  county,  north 
carolina. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Chattanooga^  Tenn.j  February  7, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  npon  the 
examination  of  the  ^'  Tennessee  Biver  ^  (meaning  the  Little  Tennessee 
River)  **from  the  Chilhowee  Mountains  to  the  Georgia  line,  in  Macon 
County,  North  Carolina,"  ordered  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
3, 1875. 

The  act  of  Congress  direx^ting  this  examination,  like  the  act  of  June 
23, 1874,  directing  an  examination  of  the  lower  part  of  the  same  river, 
designated  it  as  the  Tennessee  Eivier,  but,  as  in  the  preceding  case,  the 
language  of  the  act  indicated  that  it  was  the  Little  Tennessee  that  was 
meant,  and  not  the  Tennessee  Eiver  proper. 

Under  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874,  this  river  was  exam- 
ined from  its  mouth  up  to  the  Chilhowee  Mountains,  a  distance  of  25 
miles,  the  examination  terminating  at  the  mouth  of  Citico  Creek.  The 
present  examination  was  begun  where  the  last  one  terminated,  and  was 
carried  to  Rabun  Gap,  Rabun  County,  Georgia,  near  the  source  of  the 
Little  Tennessee.  Rabun  Gap  lies  6  miles  south  of  the  boundary-line 
between  I^orth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  is  109  miles,  by  water,  from 
the  mouth  of  Citico  Creek,  the  point  of  beginning  of  the  examination. 
The  boundary-line  between  ^North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  crosses  the 
river  24  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Citico  Creek. 

In  this  distance  of  109  miles  the  river  falls  1,480  feet,  an  average  of 
13^  feet  per  mile.  In  its  passage  through  the  Smoky  Mountains,  from 
15  to  30  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Citico  Creek,  its  width  varies  from  30 
to  150  yards,  and  its  J'all  from  10  to  40  feet  per  mile.  It  is  simply  a 
mountain-torrent,  witn  the  shallows,  pools,  rapids,  and  falls  which  char- 
acterize such  streams,  and  it  is  incapable  of  improvement.  There  are 
fertile  farming-lands  near  its  headwaters,  and  in  some  parts  of  its  val- 
ley ;  but  the  region  through  which  it  flows  is  a  mountainous  one  of  no 
great  agricultural  value,  though  rich  in  mineral  resources  awaiting  de- 
velopment This  cannot  take  place  until  better  means  of  transporta- 
tion than  those  now  existing  are  obtained,  and  as  the  river  cannot  be 
made  useful  for  this  purpose,  it  is  probable  that  the  solution  of  the 
question  will  be  found  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  through  Rabun 
Gap  and  the  valley  of  the  Little  Tennessee,  which  offer  no  very  serious 
obstructions  to  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  work.  Very  bad  mount- 
ain-roads are,  at  present,  the  only  means  of  egress  for  the  products  of 
this  region. 
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More  detailed  iDformation  concerDing  this  examipation  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  Mr.  Maurice  Kiugsley,  assistant  engineer,  which  is 
hereto  appended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  McFarland, 

Major  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  D.  S,  A. 


KEPORT  OF.  MR.  MAURICE  KIXGSLEY,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Chattanooga,  August  22, 1375, 

Major  :  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  report  on  the  examination  of  the  Little  Tennes- 
see River  from  the  Chilhowee  Mountains  to  the  Georgia  State  line. 

I  must  preface  this  report  by  referring  you  to  my  report  on  the  examination,  in  1874, 
of  this  river  from  its  mouth  to  the  Chilhowee  Mountains. 

In  it  I  stated  that  I  saw  no  good  reason  for  advising  the  improvement  of  the  river 
above  **  Howard's  old  mill,''  5  miles  below  the  Chilhowee  Mountains. 

My  examination  this  year  of  the  river  above  the  Chilhowee  Mountains  haa  in  no  win 
changed  this  opinion;  in  fact,' it  has  rather  strengthened  it.  My  reasons  were  that 
steamboats  did,  and  could  without  danger,  get  up  to  the  mouth  of  Citico  Creek,  at 
the  foot  of  Chilhowee,  in  the  floods  of  winter,  which  is  the  freighting^  season  for  their 
staple  product,  com  ;  and  that  producers  from  the  farms  within  5  miles  of  that  head 
of  navigation  could  either  wTkgon  down  their  produce  to  that  point,  6r  await  a  tide 
that  the  steamboats  could  come  up  upon,  as  that  produce  did  not  warrant  the  large 
outlay  of  improving  and  maintaining  these  5  miles  of  river. 

I  took  as  my  initial  point  the  month  of  Citico  Creek,  the  end  of  last  year's  survey ; 
whence  the  general  course  of  the  Little  Tennessee  River  is  southeast  to  south-sooth- 
east  through  the  Smoky  range,  across  the  State  line  of  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina, 
up  to  its  source  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  Georgia,  the  "divide"  of  the  waters  of  the  Golf 
and  Atlantic. 

From  the  mouth  of  Citico  Creek  to  the  Harding  farm  (14  miles)  the  riTer  passes 
through  the  foothills  of  the  Chilhowee  and  the  Smoky  rang^  broken  ridges  and  bloffs 
running  down  to  within  one-half  or  one-quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  river,  and  leaving  that 
breadth  of  fine  farming-land  on  either  side  of  it.  A  200-acre  farm  of  Judge  Bright* s, 
and  the  "  Harding  farm,"  of  300  acres,  are  as  fine  farms  as  any  on  the  Tennessee  Kiver. 

In  these  14  miles  there  are  three  heavy  shoals,  of  which  the  **  Stretten  Shoals " 
(3  miles  above  Citico)  form  a  sufficient  bar  to  navigation;  but  there  is  fair  water  be- 
tween them,  the  average  fall  per  mile  being  13^  feet. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  Harding  farm  begins  the  Smoky  range  proper,  and  for  the 
next  15  mues,  to  "  Rocky  Point,"  the  river  plunges  through  a  deep  ca&on  formed  by 
the  spurs  of  Bald  Mountain  on  the  north,  and  Unakoi  Mountain  on  the  south,  over  a 
succession  of  bars  and  faUs ;  the  stream  varying  from  30  to  150  yards  broad,  and  the 
fall  from  10  to  40  feet  per  mue.  Of  this,  the  worst  part  is  the  Narrows,  just  above  tiie 
Harding  farm,  where  for  3  miles  the  stream  only  averages  40  yards  across,  between 
perpendicular  walls  of  rock,  and  the  fall  is  over  30  feet  per  mile. 

From  Rocky  Point  to  the  Forks  of  "  Little  Tennessee  "  (23  miles)  the  spnrs  dwindle 
down  gradually,  the  river  becomes  broader,  and  the  fall  drops  to  15  feet  per  mile. 
Civilization  also  re-appears  and  increases  as  one  goes  up  the  river. 

The  Tuckasuge  River,  which  loins  the  Little  Tennessee  at  the  Forks,  brings  about 
the  same  volume  of  water  from  the  northern  counties  that  the  Little  Tennessee  brings 
from  the  southern,  and  from  this  point  upland  and  river  farms  increase  steadily  in  size 
and  worth. 

On  Little  Tennessee  the  country  grows  more  open  and  prosperous  for  36  milea«  np  to 
Franklin,  a  town  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  around  which  there  is  a  broken 
plateau  of  fine  farming  country.  The  fall  of  the  river  for  this  36  miles  averages  13^ 
leet  per  mile. 

This  upland  farming  country  continues  up  to  the  Georgia  State  line,  14  miles  above 
Franklin,  and  thence  5  miles  beyond,  to  Rabun  Gap,  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  the  actual  water- 
shed. 

The  whole  distance  from  Citico  to  Rabun  Gap  is  109  miles,  over  which  the  river  has 
an  average  fall  of  13i  feet  per  mile.  The  character  of  the  river-bed  from  Citico  to 
Franklin  is  virtually  uniform ;  broad,  flat  layers  of  micaceous  shales,  granites,  alates, 
&o.,  forming  a  succession  of  small  falls  of  from  1  inch  to  1  foot  in  height,  while  hera 
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md  there  a  shoal  of  heavy  broken  bowlders,  fallen  from  the  cliflfa  above,  makes  a  sud- 
len  shoot  of  water  in  a  narrow  place  that  no  boat  could  steer  in  going  down  stream  or 
^arp  herself  up  against  in  going  np. 

From  Franklin  to  the  State  line  the  bottom  of  the  river  is  composed  of  sand. 

The  rise  of  this  year's  flood,  only  exceeded  by  that  of  1843,  was,  I  was  told,  16  feet ; 
l>ut  I  saw  some  places  where  it  had  risen  from  22  to  25  feet. 

In  going  up  to  Franklin  the  water  was  at  its  lowest  stage,  but  on  coming  back  the 
rains  had  swollen  it  to  a  4-foot  tide,  when,  if  possible,  the  chances  of  navigation  looked 
^orse  than  in  low  water. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  elevations  and  distances.  The  elevations  are  obtained 
jy  barometer,  and,  as  compared  with  those  of  Professor  Guyot,  are  too  high.  This  I 
Micount  for  by  the  heavy  and  disturbed  state  of  the  atmosphere  during  the  examiua- 
iiou. 


Place. 

1 

Altitude. 

Pall  per 

Klngsley. 

Guyot. 

mile. 

tfouth  of  Cltioo  Creek 

Miles. 
0 
14 
24 
29 
43 
52 
59 
62 

i» 

104 
109 

FuL 

801 

936 

1,224 

1,306 

1,512 

Peaf. 

Feet. 

larding  farm .............x... .^.^..a..^^. 

880 
1,188 

9i 
28^ 

$tate  line,  (Tennessee  and  North  Carolina) 

Stocky  Point .' 

'^Alhonti'ii- -  T...... 

Porka  of  Tennessee 

ilaskee  Creek 

i745 

X4 

^aatahele  Creek 

B'ranklin  Ford 

2,055 
2,250 
2.240 
2,281 

1,920 

13 

FYanklin,  (one-half  mile  south  of  the  river) 

State  line,  (Georgia  and  North  Carolina) 

■"■2,"i68' 

S 

Rabun  Gap  ...■.*! 

MT 

Average  fall  per  mile 

13i 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  report  so  adversely  on  the  possibility  of  improving  this  river 
for  navigation,  as  the  conntry  around  it.  from  the  Forks  of  Little  Tennessee  to  Rabun 
Bap,  is  especially  rich  in  mineral  wealtn,  with  no  possible  means  of  getting  its  prod- 
lots  to  market  except  by  wagoning  them  for  75  miles  over  ''  impossible"  roads,  either 
;o  the  Tennessee  Valley  or  the  State  Railroad  of  Georgia. 

As  this  is  the  only  primitive  formation  southeast  of  the  Rockv  Mountains,  and  as  its 
nineral  wealth  is  ver^  varied,  it  is  of  very  great  importance  that  it  should  be  opened 
3p  Its  beds  of  '*  mica,"  both  for  size  and  quality,  are  equaled  by  none  I  have  ever 
seen.  Asbestos  is  found  in  large  quantities.  Agalmadalite,  (soapstone,)  for  furnaoes,^ 
liaiiors'  chalk,  &c.  Corundum  of  various  kinds,  sapphires,  garnets,  rubies,  beryl,  and 
many  other  precious  stones,  including  diamonds,  as  I  saw  one  worth  $400  that  was 
panned  out  there  by  some  one  washing  for  gold.  Silicon  for  glass-making.  Chlorite 
ind  albite.  Pymolite  and  ghentite.  The  ores  of  "  nickel."  Plumbago,  graphite,  and 
lead  ores.  Blue,  green,  and  yellow  copper-ores,  and  native  copper.  Fairly  good  silver- 
rock.  Gold-rock  and  various  gold-deposits.  Magnetic  and  specular  iron-ores  of  pecu- 
liar richness.  Brown  hematite  iron-ore,  manganese  and  chrome  ores.  Water-power 
inlimited,  with  untouched  forests  of  oak,  black  walnut,  ash,  hickory,  pine,  maple,  and 
poplar  in  closest  proximity.  And  last,  but  not  least,  marbles,  the  true  slate-marbles, 
>f  which  there  are  nine  shades,  taking  a  polish  that  no  limestone-marble  can  equal.  I 
)aw  specimens,  polished  for  the  Smithsonian  Institute  to  send  to  the  Centennial,  of 
bhe  following  colors :  pure  white,  black,  black  with  pure  white  streaks,  black  finely 
mottled  with  dark  gray,  flesh  color,  flesh  color  with  mauve  veins  and  green  veins,  and 
o^ay.  I  consider  the  marble^  mica,  and  iron-ores  most  valuable  to  this  section  of  the 
country ;  the  iron-ores  especially  so,  as  among  them  there  are  steel-making  ores. 

The  farm-products  of  the  country  adjacent  to  these  minerals  are  considerable.  Hay- 
wood and  Macon  Counties  last  year  thrashed  about  280,000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  raised 
Erom  five  to  six  times  that  amount  of  com.  Their  apple-crop  is  immense.  About  5,000 
bead  of  fat  cattle  are  sent  into  Oeorgia  annually.  Their  tobacco-crop  is  sufficient  for 
bhe  home  consumption,  and  grapes  are  now  being  raised  with  good  success. 

From  this  short  riaum^j  it  wUl  be  seen  that  the  husbandries  would  support  a  large 
mining  population,  could  its  mineral  wealth  be  exported. 

Various  railroad  projects  from  the  southeast  have  been  st-arted,  centering  on  Rabun 
Gap,  and  one  is  running  to  within  30  miles  of  it ;  but  they  are  all  too  poor  to  go  on  at 
present,  as  also  is  one  from  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  to  Anderson,  S.  C. 

Rabun  Gap  is  the  lowest  practicable  one  throueh  these  mountains,  with  good  grades> 
ap  to  it  from  the  Tennessee  side,  and  fair  grades  down  into  South  Carolina. 
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I  give  these  iteniB,  as  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  conntrj  most  eTentn- 
ally  be  opened  up  by  rail,  and  not  by  river.    Meanwhile  a  mineral  wealth,  of  nntold 
valne  to  the  neighboring  States,  must  lie  idle. 
I  remain,  yours  resjiectfully, 

Maurice  Kingsley. 
Maj.  Walter  McFarland, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


P  6. 

examination  of  "french  broad  river  from  the  henderson 
county  line  to  its  junction  with  the  holston,  tennessee." 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Chattanoogaj  Tenn,^  February  7,  1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  traDsmit  herewith  my  report  upon  the 
examination  of  the  ^^  French  Broad  Eiver  from  the  Henderson  Coonty 
line  to  its  junction  with  the  Holston,  Tennessee,"  which  Inclades  the  ex- 
amination of  the  ^<  French  Broad  Biver  from  the  Holston  to  Leadvale, 
Tennessee,"  both  examinations  being  ordered  by  act  of  Ck)ngress  ap- 
proved March  3, 1875. 

The  part  of  the  French  Broad  Eiver  described  in  this  title  inclades 
the  part  lying  between  the  Holston  Biver  and  Leadvale,  an  examination 
of  which  is  ordered  by  a  separate  clause  of  the  same  act.  An  exami- 
nation of  this  same  part  of  the  French  Broad  Biver  was  made  under  act 
of  Congress  approved  July  11, 1870,  and  the  report  upon  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1871,  beginning  at 
page  491. 

This  examination  is  in  continuation  of  the  examination  of  the  "  French 
Broad  Biver  from  Brevard,  N.  C,  to  the  Buncombe  County  line,"  ordered 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874,  the  report  of  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  i^art  1, 
beginning  at  page  817.  The  line  designated  in  the  one  act  as  the 
"Buncombe  County  line,"  and  in  the  other  as  the  " Henderson  County 
line,"  is  the  dividing-line  of  Buncombe  and  Henderson  Counties,  !Nort'h 
Carolina,  and  crosses  the  French  Broad  at  a  point  39  miles  below  Bre- 
vard, and  about  180  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  Holston  River. 

This  whole  distance  of  about  220  miles  is  naturally  divided  by  its 
topographical  features  into  three  sections. 

1st.  The  upper  section,  from  Brevard  to  Asheville,  a  distance  of  55 
miles,  with  moderate  fall : 


Distance. 

Total  fall. 

Fall  per 
mil*. 

Brevard  to  ooanty-line 

38.84 

16.4a 

Feet 

46L58 
70.83 

Fttt 
L80 

Countv-line  to  Asheville 

4.3S 

55.36 

117. 51 

S.1S 

2d.  The  middle  section,  from  Asheville  to  Leadvale,  a  distance  of  74 
miles,  in  which  the  river  breaks  through  the  Unaka  or  Smoky  Moun- 
tains; the  fall  varying  from  2^  feet  per  mile  to  26  feet  per  mile:  the 
total  fall  being  929  feet. 
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Distaooe. 


Total  faU. 


Fall  per 
mile. 


Ashevllle  (Seniltes'  Bridge)  to  Brash  Creek 

Brush  Creek  to  Warm  Spring 

Warm  Sprinjcs  to  Newport 

Newport  to  Leadvale 

Total 


Miles, 
29.3 

7.7 
31.0 

6.0 


Feet. 

450 

901 

963 

15 


TeeL 

15.46 

96.10 

8.50 

9.50 


74 


19.55 


3d.  The  lower  section,  from  Leadvale  to  the  mouth  of  the  French 
Broad,  a  distance  of  about  90'iniles,  with  a  probable  average  fall  of  1 
foot  to  a  mile. 

The  upper  and  lower  sections  may  be  improved  for  navigation  by  the 
construction  of  wing-dams,  the  deepening  of  channels  over  bars  and 
ledges,  and  the  removal  of  drift,  overhanging  trees,  &c. 

The  middle  section  can  be  fitted  for  navigation  only  by  the  construc- 
tion of  locks  and  dams. 

ESTIMATE. 

The  estimated  cost  of  improving  that  part  of  the  upper  section  which  extends  from 
the  Bancombe  and  Henderson  County  Hue  to  Ashevllle,  as  given  by  Assistant  Engineer 
MoCalla,  whose  report  is  transmitted  herewith,  is,  omitting  contingencies..  (59  790  00 
The  scattered  character  of  the  work  wonld,  however,  raise  the  cost  of  rock- 
excavation  to  not  less  than  |4  per  cabic  yard,  which  would  increase  the 
estimate 7,000  00 

66,790  00 
Adding  25  per  cent,  for  superintendence  and  contingencies 16, 697  50 

83,487  50 
Estimated  cost  for  improving  the  part  between  Brevard  and  the  Buncombe 
and  Henderson  County  line,  as  given  in  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers 41,600  00 

Total  for  upper  section 125,000  00 

for  making  a  channel  30  inches  deep  at  low-water. 

No  estimate  has  been  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  middle  sec- 
tion, as  it  cannot  be  rendered  navigable  without  the  use  of  locks  and 
dams ;  the  total  fall  being  929  feet  in  a  distance  of  74  miles,  for  the 
passage  of  which  more  than  150  locks  of  6  feet  lift  would  be  required. 
To  make  a  proper  estimate  of  the  cost  of  such  an  improvement,  a  de- 
tailed survey  of  this  section  would  have  to  be  made,  at  a  heavy  expend- 
iture, for  which  there  seems  to  be  no  justification  in  the  present  or  the 
probable  near  future  wants  of  this  region. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  improvement  of  the  lower  section,  so  as  to 
permit  the  passage  during  the  season  of  low- water  of  vessels  drawing 
2J  feet,  as  given  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1871,  before 
referred  to,  is  $150,000. 

By  the  census  of  1870,  the  total  population  of  the  counties  througb 
which  the  French  Broad  Eiver  flows,  namely,  Transylvania,  Henderson, 
Buncombe,  and  Madison,  in  North  Carolina,  and  Cocke,  Jefferson,  and 
Sevier,  in  Tennessee,  was  found  to  be  not  quite  78,000.  Knox  County, 
Tennessee,  in  which  the  city  of  Knoxville  lies,  is  not  included  in  this 
enumeration,  as  it  is  entered  by  the  French  Broad  only  6  or  8  miles  in 
an  air-line  from  its  mouth. 

Of  these  C/Onnties,  Transylvania,  Henderson,  Madison,  and  about  one- 
half  of  Buncombe,  with  a  population  of  27,000,  might  be  benefited  by 
the  improvement  of  the  upper  section.  As  the  middle  section,  how- 
ever, is  impassable,  and  as  no  railroad  has  yet  reached  Asheville  at  the 
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foot  of  the  upper  section,  such  an  improvement  would  be  of  little  valae, 
and  there  appears  to  be  no  good  reason  why  it  should  be  undertaken. 

The  population  of  the  counties  lying  along  the  middle  section,  namely, 
one-half  of  Buncombe  and  Madison,  in  North  Carolina,  and  Cocke  and 
one-half  of  Jefferson,  in  Tennessee,  runs  up  to  nearly  30,000. 

The  improvement  of  the  lower  section  would  benefit  about  one-half 
of  Jefferson  and  Sevier  Counties,  population  over  twenty  thousand, 
and  the  small  part  of  Knox  County  which  lies  between  Sevier  and  the 
mouth  of  the  French  Broad. 

The  entire  river  runs 'through  a  mountain  region,  with  fertile  though 
narrow  valleys  along  its  upper  and  lower  sections.  This  mountain 
region  abounds  in  undeveloped  mineral  wealth,  which  in  the  future  may 
require  the  improvement  of  this  river  and  of  some  of  its  large  branches. 
At  present,  neither  the  amount  nor  the  value  of  the  products  of  the 
region  under  discussion  would  seem  to  justify  any  attempt  at  the  im- 
provement of  its  low-water  navigation. 

Further  information  in  relation  to  this  subject  will  be  found*  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  R.  C.  McCalla,  which  is  sent  herewith,  and  in  the  Beports 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  for  1871,  page  491,  and  for  1875,  part  1, 
page  817. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  McFabland, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


REPORT  OF  R.  C.  M'CALLA,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  S^^temher  1,  1675. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowiDj;  report  on  the  examination  of  the 
French  Broad  Kiver,  from  the  Henderson  County  line  in  North  Carolina  to  Lead  vale, 
Tenn.y  made  in  accordance  with  your  instructions  of  July  16, 1875. 

The  French  Broad  (Tah-kee-ostee  of  the  Cherokees,  which  means  Btu^iuf-water)  is 
one  of  the  largest  tributaries  of  the  Tennessee,  draining  the  western  slope  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  from  the  Yellow  Mountain,  in  Watauga  County  on  the  northeast,  to  the  Balsam 
Mountains  in  the  west,  embracing  that  territory  in  North  Carolina  comprising  the 
counties  of  Buncombe,  Yancey,  Madison,  Henderson,  Transylvania,  and  Haywood  ;  and 
in  Tennessee  of  Cocke,  Qreene,  Jefferson,  and  Sevier  Counties.  Its  principal  scarce  Is 
in  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  Transylvania  County,  opposite  to  the  main  source  or  the  Saluda 
River  in  South  Carolina.  Its  great  tributaries  are  the  Big  Pigeon  and  Nolichncky,  the 
former  entering  the  French  Broad  4  miles,  and  the  latter  1  mile  above  Leadville,  a 
station  on  the  Cincinnati,  Cumberland  Gap  and  Charleston  Railroad,  at  the  crossing 
of  the  French  Broad,  12  miles  south  of  Morristown,  the  county-site  of  Hamblen,  situ- 
ated on  the  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Railroad,  42  miles  east  of  Knoxville. 

From  the  Henderson  County  line  to  Asheville,  the  examination  was  made  by  chain- 
ing, leveling,  and  sounding  the  river  and  noting  carefully  all  obstructions ;  while  from 
Asheville  to  Leadvale  the  observations  were  conducted  from  within  a  canoe,  and  Uie 
distances  and  levels  obtained  by  reference  to  the  reports  of  railroad  surveys,  except 
from  Newport  to  Leadvale,  which  are  estimated. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  all  the  information  obtained  in  detail  and  the  ^timate 
for  an  improvement  from  the  Henderson  County  line  to  Asheville,  securing  30  inches 
extreme  low  water  for  the  movement  of  small  steamers. 

The  plan  proposed  is  a  system  of  rubble  wing-dams*  introduced  to  contract  the  water- 
way where  necesssary,  so  as  to  obtain  the  requisite  depth  of  water. 

Occasionally  a  bar  or  ledge  can  be  removed  cheapest  by  excavating  a  passage, 
whether  it  be  composed  of  rock  or  gravel.  In  the  construction  of  dams,  the  boat- 
channel  is  to  be  cleared  of  all  loose  rock  and  bowlders,  which  should  be  utilized  in  the 
construction  of  the  dams. 

The  dams  to  be  located  and  constructed  so  as  to  obtain  the  greatest  effect  at  the 
least  cost.  At  several  points  the  plan  of  the  dam  is  that  of  a  wing  at  head  of  shoal, 
thrown  diagonally  down  stream  for  about  two-^irds  the  distance  across,  and  thence 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  cdlEF  OF  ENOINEEBS.         721 

a  tail-dam  to  tbe  foot  of  aboal,  and  parallel  (or  approximately  so)  to  the  natural  mar- 
gin^of  the  river,  od  the  boat-channel  side.  At  other  points  wing-dams  only,  placed  at 
proper  intervals  apart,  will  best  acoomplish  the  objects  sought ;  and  again  in  plaoes 
tbe  removal  of  loose  rook  alone  will  provide  a  sufficient  depth  of  water. 

By  reference  to  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  obstractions  are  Long 
Shoals,  the  shoal  near  Rice's,  shoal  below  Rice's,  Hunter's  Island  Shoal,  Shut-in  Shoal, 
beginning  at  Foster  Johnson's,  and  the  shoal  at  Patton's  old  bridge-site.  Long  Shoals 
and  Patton's  Bridge  are  the  most  objectionable,  and  at  these  points  in  the  upward  pas- 
sage warping,  doubtless,  will  have  to  be  resorted  to.  Tbe  first  incline  of  Long  Shoals 
falls  3.93  feet  in  eS.'H  yards.  The  second  incline  falls  6.67  feet  in  9.58^  yards.  Panton's 
Bridge  Shoal  falls  &63  feet  in  880  yards.  The  fall  from  the  Head  Ripple  of  Long  Shoals 
to  Mrs.  Norcock's  is  43.4  feet  in  7.43  miles,  or  an  average  nearly  of  6  feet  per  mile. 

The  distance  from  the  Henderson  County  line  to  Smith's  Bridge,  opposite  Asheville, 
is  16.42  miles,  with  a  fall  of  71  feet,  or  4i  feet  per  mile  nearly,  the  cost  for  improving 
which,  upon  the  plan  suggested,  is  shown  iu  the  following  estimate: 

4,250  cnbic  yards  gravel  and  loose-rock  excavation,  at  fl-^  per  cubic  yard. ..  ^,  375 

3,350  cubic  yards  luose-rock  excavation,  at  $2.50  per  cubic  yard 8, 375 

1,500  cubic  yards  solid  and  bowlder  rock  excavation,  at  $:).50  per  cubic  yard. .  5, 250 

14,316  cubic  yards  rubble  wing-dams,  at  $2.50  per  cubic  yard 35, 790 

Removing  dnft  from  channels 1,250 

Removing  timber  from  banks 1,250 

Cost  from  Ten nent'd  Bridge  to  Swannanoa  River. 1,500 

59,790 
EDgineering  and  contingencies 12,000 

Total  cost^from  Henderson  County  line  to  Asheville 71, 790 

Add  estimate  from  Brevard  to  Buncombe  County  line 29, 687 

Total  cost  from  Brevard  to  Asheville  =  55.26  miles 1 101, 477 

The  details  of  the  estimate  for  improving  the  French  Broad,  from  Brevard  to  the 
Buncombe  County  line,  will  be  found  in  the  report  on  the  same,  of  date  February  15, 
1875,  together  with  a  full  description  of  the  country  and  its  resources,  present  and 
prospective,  to  which  you  are  respectfully  referred  for  all  the  information  therein  con- 
tained toncning  the  proposed  improvement  of  the  Upper  French  Broad. 

The  Frenph  Broad  River  is  naturally  divided  into  three  divisions,  each  with  charac- 
teristics x>60uliar  to  itself.  I  would  suggest  Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower  as  suitable 
names  for  the  different  divisions. 

The  upper  division  extends  from  its  main  source  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  Transylvania 
County,  to  Asheville,  in  Buncombe  County.  Its  general  course  is  very  direct,  bearing 
a  little  east  of  due  north,  and  slowly  diverging  from  a  line  parallel  to  the  crest  of  the 
Bine  Ridge.  The  country  drained  by  this  division  falls  gently,  indeed  almost  imper- 
ceptibly, from  this  great  mountain  range.  The  small  streams,  even  to  the  very  base 
of  tbe  mountain,  are  low  and  marshy,  remin'ding  the  observer  of  the  low  lands  on  the 
coast.  Hence  the  little  fall  on  most*of  this  division,  and  the  ease  with  which  it  may 
be  improved  for  the  passage  of  small  steamers  carrying  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  tons 
burden. 

Fifty-five  miles  of  this  division,  from  Brevard  to  Asheville,  are  available  for  navi- 
gation, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  estimate,  and  the  system  proposed  will  better  sub- 
serve the  development  of  the  agricultural  and  other  interests  of  the  country  contiguous 
than  a  railroad,  and  for  about  one-seventh  the  cost. 

However,  the  necessity  for  such  an  improvement  must  follow  the  completion  of  one 
or  more  railway  lines  to  Asheville.  This,  doubtless,  will  be  an  :iccomplished  fact  at  an 
early  day,  as  one  or  more  companies  are  now  energetically  engaged,  even  in  these  times 
of  general  depression,  in  pushing  forward  their  lines. 

Ic  is  proper  and  necessary  to  state  also  that  this  work,  if  embarked  in,  will  subserve 
local  interests  almost  exclusively,  as  the  navigation  of  the  Upper  must  be  disconnected 
with  that  of  the  Lower  French  Broad  for  many  years  to  come,  except  such  connection 
as  shall  be  afforded  by  the  proposed  (and  partially  built)  railroad  from  Morristown  to 
Asheville. 

The  middle  division, extending  from  Asheville  to  Leadvale,  in  Jefferson  County,  East 
Tennessee, 74  miles  in  length,  fiows  in  a  direction  northwest,  cutting  through  the  entire 
range  of  the  Iron  or  Great  Smoky  Mountains.  In  the  passage  of  so  large  a  river 
through  a  range  of  country  with  such  topographical  features,  the  engineer  would 
naturally  expect  to  find  a  succession  of  shoals,  rapids,  and  cascades,  if  not  an  occasional 
cataract.  In  this  he  would  not  be  disappointed  here,  for  such  are  the  chief  character- 
istics of  the  middle  division  of  the  French  Broad,  without  the  cataract  feature,  how- 
ever. 

The  passage  down  this  division  was  made  in  a  canoe,  manned  by  two  men,  except 
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from  near  the  month  of  Brush  Creek  to  near  the  Warm  Springs,  cfrer  which  the  canoe 
had  to  he  transported  hy  wagon. 

From  Asheville  to  Newport,  a  distance  of  68  miles,  the  river  is  closely  monntain- 
bound,  abounding  in  vertical  cli£fs,  bold  projections,  steep  monntain-slopes,  pietor- 
esqne  islands,  and  a  number  of  small  lateral  streams,  lined  with  laurel,  white  pine, 
hemlock,  &.c.,  full  of  shoals,  and  rapids,  and  cascades,  which  servo  to  conduct  the 
drainage  from  the  adjacent  mountain  lands  into  the  main  channel.  At  intervals, 
more  or  less  remote,  the  precipitous  slopes  stand  back,  and  a  narrow  belt  of  bottom 
intervenes  to  minister  to  the  necessities  of  the  small  farmer,  and  with  the  wild  game 
which  abounds,  such  as  the  deer  and  the  bear,  and  numerous  smaller  animals,  enables 
him  to  work  out,  seemingly,  a  comfortable  living.  Such  is  a  fair  picture  of  this  part 
of  the  French  Broad  as  viewed  by  the  impartial  ol)server.  At  General  Vance's,  Alfred 
Alexander's,  and  Warm  Springs,  good  farms  are  found,  producing  the  various  fiu-m  and 
garden  products  bountifully. 

From  Paint  Rock  to  Leadvale,  a  distance  of  31  miles,  the  fall  of  the  river  is  leas  ab- 
rupt, the  valley  gradually  opens,  and  good  bottom-lands  are  found  in  considerable 
bodies,  in  a  fair  state  of  development.  The  rolling  or  mountainous  lands  oo  either 
side  of  the  French  Broad  from  Asheville  to  Paint  R^k,  back  from  the  river,  are  repre- 
sented as  fair  farming-lauds,  producing  com,  wheat,  rye,  and  tobacco  of  good  qnality. 
For  fruit  (particularly  the  apple  and  grape)  and  grass  culture  they  are  peculiarly  well 
adapted,  and  on  many  of  the  small  tributaries  of  tne  river  fine  farming-valleys  are  said 
to  be  in  ii  good  state  of  cultivation. 

The  French  Broad  and  its  great  and  small  tributaries,  cutting  through  and  rising  in 
the  Iron  or  Great  Smoky  Mountain  range,  naturally  come  in  contact  with  thoosands 
of  acres  of  as  fine  iron-ores  and  other  minerals  as  can  be  found,  perhaps,  in  any  aioiilar 
extent  of  country  in  the  United  States. 

These  are  penetrated  by  the  Noliohucky  and  Big  Pigeon  Rivers  but  a  short  distance 
above  their  mouths,  and  bv  the  French  Broad  from  Newport  upward  for  some  distance 
in  the  direction  of  Asheville.  When  the  necessity  arises,  it  will  not  be  difficult  or  ex- 
pensive to  prepare  these- rivers  for  a  safe  downward  fiat-boat  or  barge  transportation 
Irom  the  iron  deposits  to  Leadvale,  and  thence  onward  to  Knoxville,  there  to  be  util- 
ized in  the  development  of  the  varied  and  constantly-increasing  mechanical  and  indoa- 
trial  arts. 

The  table  accompanying  this  report  gives  the  distances,  and  fall  and  rate  of  fall  in 
feet  per  mile,  of  the  French  Broad  from  Asheville  to  Leadvale. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  distance  is  74  miUs,  with  a  fall  of  929  feet,  or  an  average 
fall  of  12.55  feet  per  mile.  The  greatest  fall  per  mile  is  on  the  7.7  miles  from  Brush 
Creek  to  Warm  Springs,  where  the  average  is  26.10  feet  per  mile.  The  least  fail  ia  from 
Newport  to  Leadvale,  the  average  of  which  for  6  miles  is  only  2.5  feet  per  mile. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  a  slack  water  improvement  is  the  only  feasible  one  for  this 

Eortion  of  the  river,  the  dams  of  which  would  average  about  600  feet  in  length,  entered 
y  a  system  of  locks,  which  would  have  to  overcome  an  elevation  of  929  feet  verticaL 
Such  an  improvement,  on  a  river  with  resources  so  limited  and  undeveloped,  with  a 
railroad  located  upon  its  immediate  bank  and  partially  constructed,  and  whidi 
doubtless  will  be  completed  at  an  early  dav,  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  aerionsly 
contemplated ;  hence  I  have  deemed  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  prepare  an  estimate  ox 
its  probable  cost.  Neither  do  I  consider  it  necessary,  at  present,  to  make  any  fxurther 
examinations  or  surveys  of  this  division  of  the  river. 

Your  order  before  referred  to  recjuired  me  to  ''examine  the  French  Broad  River  from 
the  Henderson  Countv  line  to  its  junction  with  the  Holston,"  which  is  about  6  miles 
east  of  Knoxville.  The  fund  available  having  been  exhausted  before  I  reached  Lead- 
vale, induced  me  to  close  without  an  **  examination "  of  the  Lower  French  Broad 
division. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  valuable  services  rendered 
during  the  progress  of  this  work  by  Messrs.  J.  L.  Neal,  James  M.  Mclntire,  and  S.  L. 
McCalla.  The  latter  two  handled  the  canoe  skillfully  and  fearlessly  through  the  long 
and  danererous  descent  of  the  rapids,  thereby  contributing  largely  to  the  success  of  the 
expedition. 
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Examinatum  of  the  French  Broad  Biveryfrom  the  Henderson  County  line,  in  Xorth  Carolina, 

to  LeadvaUf  Tenneaeee. 


Names  of  shoals  and  places. 


Head  of  Book  Shosl 

Foot  of  Back  Shoal 

Henderson  County  line 

Avery's  Creek , 

Bipple  at  Horse  Ford , 

Head  Bipple  of  Long  Shoal 

Head,  first  plane  of  Long  Shoal. 

Foot,  plane  of  Long  Shoal 

Head,  second    plane    and  at 

month  of  Shoal  Creek,  Long 

ShoaL 
Foot,  second  plane  of  Long 

Shoal. 
Head  of  shoal,  SOn  yards  below 

foot  of  Long  Shoal. 
Bice's  Spring  Branch , 

Head  of  shoal,  below  Rice's 

Foot  of  shoal,  below  Rice's 

Head  of  shoal,  at  Honter's  Isl- 
and. 

Foot  of  shoal,  at  Banter's  Isl- 
and. 

Head  of  shoal,  at  £U  Glenn's. . . 

Foot  of  shoal,  at  Eli  Glenn's. . . 
Shatin 

BentCreek 

Beginning  of  shoaly  water,  at 

Foster  Johnson's. 
Shoaly  water  ends 

Head,  Taylor's  Ford  Shoal 

Foot,  Taylor's  Ford  Shoal 

Mrs.  Norcock's 

Jolins  Alexander's,  bridge-site 

Head  of  shoal,  Patton's  Bridge 

Foot  of  shoal,  Patton's  Bridge. . 

Tennent's  Bridge 

Head  of  shoal,  Tennent's  Fish- 
trap. 

Foot  of  shoal,  Tennent's  Fish- 
trap. 

Head  of  shoal,  Patton's  Fish, 
trap. 

Foot  of  shoal,  Patton's  Fish- 
trap. 

Swannanoa  River 

Smith's  Bridge,  opposite  Ashe- 
yille. 

Total 


I| 
.S  cs 

III 


0.66 
0.45 
0.00 
0.57 
0.66 

1.60 
1.74 

8.10 

«.TJ 

3.S8 

156 

4.00 

4.21 

4.38 

4.93 

4.93 

5w51 

5.51 

6.04 

6.31 
6.33 

7.46 

7.71 

7.92 

&09 

9.09 

10.67 

11.17 

13.38 

13.14 

13.14 

13.98 

13.98 

14.76 
16.43 


16.43 


Is 

cite 


t,  059. 79 
2, 057. 45 
3,056.30 


3. 055. 21 

3,055.16 
2,054.19 

2,050.26 

2,048.53 

2, 041. 86 
2,040.99 
2,037.47 
2,036.55 
S;  033. 31 
S;  03a  31 
2,030.58 
S;  029. 96 
2,027.84 
2,023.55 


2,022.80 
2,015.13 
3^014.42 
2,  OIL  82 


2,009.51 
2,005.39 
1,99&76 
1, 996. 57 
1, 994. 94 
1,993.97 

1,993.54 

1, 991. 79 

1, 991. 00 
1,985.37 


3661 
800 
1,000 
1661 

1,650 
850 

633i 

l,10Pi 

9581 
500 


366} 

300 

600 

600 

566{ 

300 

8661 

.100 
300 

1,988* 

440 

366i 

300 

1,760 

8,781 

880 

Sfl29 

1,337 

1,337 

1,478 

1,478 

1,373 
2,931 


2ll 


2.34 
1.15 


1.09 

0.05 
0.97 

3.93 

1.73 

6.67 
0.87 
3.52 
0.92 
3.24 
0.00 
2.73 
0.62 
2.12 
4.29 


0.75 
7.68 
0.70 
2.60 


2.31 
4.12 
6.63 
2.19 
L63 
0.97 

L43 

0.75 

0.79 
5.63 


70.93 


Remarks. 


150  feet  long ;  gravel-excaTation= 
375  cubic  yards. 

750  feet  long;  grarel  and  loose 
rock  =  1,350  cubic  yards. 

1,900  feet  long ;  loose  rock  wing* 
dam  =  2,000  cubic  yards. 

3,325  feet  long ;  loose  rock  in  chan- 
nel =  500  cubic  yards. 

2,875  feet  long ;  loose  rock  wing- 
dam  =  2,823  cubic  yards. 

1,500  feet  long ;  loose  rock  in  chan- 
nel =  200  cubic  yards. 

2,300  feet  long ;  loose  rock  in  chan- 
nel =  1,150  cubic  yards. 

1,100  feet  long;  channel  of  suffi- 
cient depth. 

900  feet  long ;  loose  rock  wing- 
dun  =  1,066  cubic  yards. 

1.800  feet  long;  channel  of  suffi- 
cient depth. 

l,80u  feet  long;  solid  ledges  and 
bowlder  rock  =  1,000  cubic  yds. 

1,700  feet  long ;  channel  of  suffi- 
cient depth. 

900  feet  long;  solid  ledges  and 
bowlders  =  500  cubic  yards. 

3,600  feet  long;  loose  rock  wing- 
dam  a  2,800  cubic  yards. 

1,500  feet  long;  channel  of  suffi- 
cient depth. 

5,966  feet  long;  loose  rock  wing- 
dam  =  3,000  cubic  yards. 

1,380  feet  long ;  channel  of  suffi- 
cient deotb. 

1,100  feet  long ;  loose  rock  forma- 
tion =  1,000  cubic  yards. 

900  feet  long ;  channel  of  sufficient 
depth. 

5,2M)  feet  long ;  channel  of  suffi- 
cient depth. 

8,343  feet  long ;  channel  of  suffi- 
cient depUi. 

2,640  feet  long ;  loose  mck  wing- 
dam  =  2,625  cubic  yards. 

6,387  feet  long ;  loose  rock  to  re- 
move =  500  cubic  yards. 


From  Tennent's  Bridge  to  Swan- 
nanoa River ;  $1,500  will  remove 
all  obstructions. 


8,763  feet  long  ;   rock  snd  gravel 
bars  «  3,000  cubic  yards. 
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1 

1 

a 

1 

From  JTonderHon  Conntv  lino  to  bcAd  rioold  of  IjODIT  ShoAl  .  .••••••••..* 

1.60 
&32 

a«5 

3.59 
1.66 

L14 
43w34 
13.06 
7.76 
Sl63 

a.  71 

Head  ripple  of  Long  Sboal  to  foot  of  Taylor's  Ford  Sboal  

6.86 

Foot  of  l^iiylor's  Font  Shoal  to  foot  of  PattOD'a  Brid^  Sboid 

4.0t 

Foot  of  Patton'a  Bridge  Shoal  to  month  of  Swannanoa  Blver 

9.16 

Month  of  Swannanoa'River  to  Smith's  BHdse.  at  Asbeville 

3.39 

Hnndenton  ConntV  IItk)  to  Smith'A  Bridirtt  at  Attheville 

16. 42  1        70l  tCI 

4.39 

1 

Estimate  far  improving  the  French  Broad  Biver  from  the  Henderson  Count jf  line  to  Aakerilte, 
securing  a  channel  in  tnidth  of  not  less  than  45  feetj  arui  a  depth  of  20  inches,  extreme  law 
water. 

4,250  eubic  yards  gravel  aud  loose  rook  excavation,  at  $1.50  per  cobic  yard.  $6, 375  00 

3,350  cobic  yards  loose  rock  excavation,  at  $2.50  per  cnbic  yiud ti,  375  00 

1,500  cubic  yards  solid  and  bowlder  rock  excavation,  at  |3.50  per  cubic  yard .  5, 250  00 

14,316  cubic  yards  rubble  wing  dams,  at  $2.50  per  cubic  yard 35,790  00 

Removing  drift  from  channel 1,250  00 

Removing  timber  from  banks 1,250  00 

Cost  from  Tennent's  Bridge  to  Swannanoa  River 1,500  00 

59.790  00 
Engineering  and  contingencies 12,000  00 

Total  cost  from  Henderson  County  line  to  Asbeville 71, 790  00 

Add  estimated  cost  from  Brevard  to  Buncombe  County  line 29, 6ST  00 

Total  cost  from  Brevard  to  Asbeville,  5.5.26  miles 101,477  00 


Levels  and  distances  on  the  French  Broad  Biver,  from  Smith's  Bridge  at  AsheviUff  y. 

LeadvaU,  Tenn. 


C,  to 


From— 

To- 

u 

%4 

11 

4i 

i 

a 

I 

Smith's  Bridge 

1,985.0 

1,941 

1,799 

1,735 

1,648 

1,535 

1,334 

1,875 

1,071 

1,056 

General  Vance's 

5.0 
&7 
4.1 
6.6 
7.9 
7.7 
&0 
S5i0 
6.0 

44 

143 
64 
87 

113 

201 
59 

204 
15 

&8 

General  Vance's 

Alexander's 

24.91 

Alexander's 

Brown's 

15.61 

Brown's 

Marsliall(a) 

1X18 

Marshall 

Brush  Creek 

14.30 

Brnsh  Creek 

Warm  Spiings 

26.10 

"Warm  Springs 

Paint  Rock  (6) 

9.83 

Paint  Rock 

N^ ewDort  lei       .  . 

&16 

If  ewport 

Leadvale  (<f) 

2.5 

Do  

Smith's  Bridge 

70 

1    ^ 

12.55 

(a)  Conoty-site  of  Madison  Connty.    (h)  State-line,    (e)  Conntysite  of  Cooke  Connty.    (d)  Crossing  of 
Cincinnati,  Cumberland  Gap  and  Charleston  Railroad,  twelve  miles  south  of  Morristown. 

NoTE.—Tide-levels  from  Swannanoa  River  to  Paint  Rock  were  obtained  from  recent 
surveys  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Railroad ;  from  Paint  Rock  to  Newport,  from 
the  railway  reports  of  1836-'37,  made  under  the  direction  of  General  William  Gibbe 
McNeil,  of  the  United  States  Engineer  Corps ;  and  from  Newport  to  Leadvale  the  fall 
is  measured  by  the  eye,  and,  therefore,  is  only  approximate. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  McCalla, 

Civil  Engineer. 
Maj.  Walter  McFarland, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  J.  C^  \ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


report  of  the  chief  of  enqineers.  725 

examination  of  the  ocmulgee  river,  georgia,  from  the  city  of 
macon  to  the  city  of  covington. 

United  States  Engineer  Officb, 
Chattanooga^  Tenn.^  February  19, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  report  on  the 
examination  of  the  ^^  Ocmalgee  Biver,  Georgia,  from  the  city  of  Macon 
to  the  city  of  Covington,"  made  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3, 1875. 

The  Ocmnlgee  Eiver  does  not  extend  as  high  as  Covington,  the  upper 
terminus  mentioned  in  the  act,  but  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the 
Yellow  and  South  Bivers,  which  unite  about  20  miles  below  that  point. 
A  little  over  40  miles  below  this  junction  the  city  of  Macon  is  reached. 
The  examination  of  this  distance  of  about  60  miles  was  begun  at  the 
Georgia  Bailroad  bridge,  which  crosses  the  Yellow  Biver  about  3  miles 
from  Covington,  a  city  of  eleven  hundred  inhabitants.  The  surveying 
party  dropi^sd  down  the  stream  in  flat-boats  built  for  their  use,  and 
examined  the  various  obstractions  as  they  were  reached. 

The  funds  available  permitted  an  examination  only,  and  not  a  sarvey. 
An  accurate  knowledge  of  the  length  of  this  line  and  of  the  fall  in  the 
river  was,  however,  obtained  by  a  survey  made  in  1871,  under  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3,  and  Senate  resolution  of  March  30,  of  that 
year,  the  report  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1872,  pages  509  and  530,  ^'Line  of  water  communication 
between  the  Mississippi  Biver  and  the  Atlantic."  In  this  distance  of 
61  miles  the  river  varies  from  50  yards  to  120  yards  in  width,  is  very 
crooke<l  and  full  of  obstructions,  and  has  a  fall  of  about  360  feet,  or  6 
feet  per  mile.  Between  Covington  and  Macon  there  are  not  less  than 
sixty  of  these  obstructions,  or  about  one  to  every  mile,  with  from  12  to 
24  inches  of  water  over  them  when  the  river  is  at  a  low  stage.  The 
worst  of  these  are  Loyd's  Shoal,  36  miles  above  Macon,  where  the  river 
falls  40  feet  in  2  miles,  and  Cedar  Shoals,  5  miles  below  Covington, 
where  it  falls  63  feet  in  less  than  a  mile.  This  part  of  the  liver  passes 
through  or  touches  Newton,  Jasi)er,  Butts,  Monroe,  Jones,  and  Bibb 
Counties,  whose  united  population  is  about  eighty  thousand.  It  can- 
not be  fitted  for  navigation  except  by  constructing  locks  and  dams  and 
establishing  the  slack-water  system  at  a  very  large  cost,  and  there  is 
no  good  reason  for  doing  this,  as  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it  would 
be  confined  entirely  to  these  few  counties,  the  value  of  whose  products 
bears  no  reasonable  proportion  to  the  probable  cost  of  such  an  improve- 
ment. 

The  following  description  of  the  obstructions  in  this  part  of  the  river, 
with  the  estimated  cost  of  overcoming  them,  was  submitte<l  by  the  as- 
sistant engineer,  B.  W.  Frobel,  who  conducted  the  exsiminatiou : 

The  survey  was  begun  at  the  Georgia  Railroad  bridge  over  the  Yellow  River,  on  the 
27th  of  July.  The  time  selcotod  for  the  work  was  exceedingly  favorable,  the  water 
in  both  rivers  being  lower  (as  I  am  informed  by  persons  living  near  theoa)  than  it  had 
been  for  many  years  past. 

The  first  obstruction  met  with  is  at  the  railroad-crossing,  and  is  known  as  Bridge 
Shoal,  It  consists  of  rock-reefs,  crossing  the  river  at  right  angles  with  the  bed,  and 
has  a  fall  of  4.372  feet.  From  this  point  to  Cedar  Shoal  (5  miles)  the  current  is  slack, 
the  banks  are  high,  and  the  bottom  mostly  of  rock ;  the  width  of  the  channel  is  very 
Tiniform,  and  about  125  feet. 

Merriwetker'a  Shoal  is  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  Bridge  Shoal.  It  is  a  fiat 
reef  of  rocks,  with  2  feet  of  water  on  it.  Soundings  between  the  shoals,  from  I  to  3 
feet.  ^  , 
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One  and  one-quarter  miles  below  this  is  Hendrielc's  Skoal,  at  the  month  of  Hendriek's 
Creek.  It  consists  of  some  large  detached  rocks  in  mid-channel,  which  are  bare  at 
low  water. 

The  next  obstruction  is  at  the  mouth  of  Turkey  Creek,  and  is  known  as  Creuft  SkodL 
It  is  a  rock-bar,  with  2  feet  of  water  on  it.  From  Crew's  Shoal  to  Cedar  Sboal 
soundings  from  3  to  4  feet.  This  portion  of  the  river  needs  pondinjp  to  give  the  required 
depth.  This  can  be  done  without  difficulty,  as  the  bottom  is  of  rock,  and  the  iMinks 
firm  and  sufficiently  high  to  prevent  flooding  any  portion  of  the  adjacent  lands.  For 
this  purpose  a  dam  at  Merri'wether's  Shoal  with  lock  of  6  feet  lift,  and  a  dam  at  Crew's 
Shoal,  with  lock  of  4  feet  lift,  will  be  sufficient. 

Estimated  coat. 

One  lock,  6  feet  lift $12,000 

Dam  90  feet  long 1,260 

One  lock,  4  feet  Tift 8,000 

Dam  90  feet  long 1,260 

Removing  60  cubic  yards  rock  at  Hendriek's  Shoal 180 

22,700 

Cedar  ^Aoal  presents  the  next  obstacle,  and  here  the  river  has  a  fall  of  63  feet  in  less 
than  1  mile.  To  render  this  passable  for  vessels  drawing  4  feet,  the  upper  and  lower 
dams,  as  designated  In  the  accompanying  map,  should  be  raised  each  1  foot.  A  canal 
600  feet  long  should  be  constructed  between  stations  3  and  9  with  a  lock  of  18^  feet  lift, 
and  a  similar  lock  at  stations  9,  10.  The  left-hand  island  chute  should  be  deepened, 
and  the  channel  enlarged  at  stations  16, 17, 18,  in  the  diagram,  and  a  lock  of  7  feet  lift 
placed  on  the  right  of  the  lower  dam,  opposite  station  28. 

EBtimated  cost. 

One  lock,  18i  feet  lift $37,000 

One  lock,  18i  feet  lift 37,000 

One  lock,  7  feet  lift 14,000 

Rock-excavation,  2,100  cubic  yards,  at  $1.50 3,150 

600  feet  of  canal t 8,400 

Raising  upper  dam  1  foot 406 

Raisiug  lower  dam  I  foot 980 

100,936 

One-half  mile  below  Cedar  Shoal  is  Hanson^ s  Shoal,  It  is  a  rock -bar  300  feet  long, 
and  has  I  foot  of  water  on  it.  A  dam  with  lock  of  9^  feet  lift,  and  a  similar  lock  and 
dam  between  this  and  the  foot  of  Cedar  Shoals,  will  give  sufficient  water  as  high  as 
the  lower  dam. 

Estimated  cost. 

Two  locks,  9i  feet  lift $37,000 

Two  dams,  100  feet  long 2,600 

39  600 

From  Hanson's  Shoal  to  Dried  Indian  Shoal,  the  river  is  greatly  obstructed  by  reefe 
and  bars,  and  nemls  ponding. 

Dried  Indian  Shoal  is  1,200  feet  long,  with  a  fall  of  7.247  feet.  It  is  very  shallow  and 
filled  with  bowlders  and  loose  rock.  A  dam  at  the  foot  of  the  shoal,  with  lock  of  10 
feet  lift,  will  give  sufficient  water  to  Hanson's  Shoal. 

Estimated  cost. 


21,400 

From  Dried  Indian  to  Flat  Shoal,  there  are  numerous  reefs  and  bars,  with  soundings 
from  1  to  6  feet. 

Flat  Shoal  is  a  rock-bar  GOO  feet  long,  with  a  fall  of  18  inches.  A  dam  at  the  foot  of 
this  shoal,  with  a  lock  of  4  feet  lift,  will  pond  over  all  obstacles  as  high  as  Dried 
Indian. 
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Estimated  ooat 

Dam  100  feet  long $1,400 

One  lock,  4  feet  lift 8,000 

9,400 
From  Flat  Sboal  to  WebVs  Shoal  sooDdings,  from.3  to  10  feet. 
Webb'a  Shoal  is  a  rock-reef  40  feet  long,  and  with  a  fall  of  1  foot.    A  dam  is  needel 
here  with  a  lock  of  4  feet  lift. 

Eatimaied  coat. 

Dam  100  feet  long $1,400 

One  lock,  4  feet  lift 8,000 

9,400 

Between  Webb's  Sboal  and  Lee's  Shoal  there  is  deep  water. 

Lee^a  Shoal  is  very  shallow  and  should  be  ponded  over.  This  can  best  be  done  by  a  dam 
at  Allen's  Shoal,  1  mile  below.  The  channel  here  is  filled  with  rock-reefs.  Allen's  Sboal 
being  the  last  of  them,  a  dam  here,  with  lock  of  7  feet  lift,  will  be  required. 

EaHmated  cost. 

Dam  100  feet  long $1,400 

One  lock,  7  feet  lift 14,000 

15,400 

From  Allen's  Shoal  to  Indian  Fishery  (1  mile)  the  water  is  deep  and  the  channel 
clear. 

Indian  Fishery.^The  river  is  3r)0  feet  wide.  The  shoal  forms  a  natural  dam  with 
deep  water  above  and  below  it,  and  has  a  fall  of  12  feet.  A  lock  of  12  feet  lift  is  needed 
here,  and  a  channel  cleaned  out  through  the  left-hand  island  chute  below  the  shoal. 

Eatimated  coat. 

600  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation,  at  $3 $1,800 

One  lock,  12  feet  lift 24,000 

25,800 

From  Indian  Fishery  to  Barnes's  Shoal  there  is  deep  water  and  a  clear  channel. 

Bame^a  Shoal  is  at  the  junction  of  Yellow  and  South  Rivers.  Like  Indian  Fishery, 
it  is  a  rock  barrier  crossing  the  river,  and  forming  a  fine,  perfect  dam.  There  is  deep 
water  above  it.  A  lock  of  11.5  feet  lift  is  needed  here,  and  the  channel  in  the  left-hand 
island  chute  below  should  be  cleaned  out. 

Eatimated  coat.  ' 

One  lock,  11.5  feet  lift --..  $23,000 

Removing  1,300  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $3 3,900 

26,900 

Between  Barnes's  and  Lemon's  Shoals  the  following  work  will  be  necessary  to  give  4 
feet  of  water  at  the  lowest  stage : 

One  reef  near  the  foot  of  shoal,  300  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 $900 

2,000  cubic  yards  loose  rock,  at  $2 4,000 

400  cubic  yards  Jetty,  built  of  same,  at  50  cents 200 

Reef  near  Smith's  Ferry,  300  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 900 

Polk's  Island  Reef,  100  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 300 

70  cubic  yards  of  riprap  dam,  built  of  same .35 

6,335 

At  Lemon^a  Shoal  the  channel  is  about  equally  divided  by  a  small  island.  The  left- 
hand  channel  is  greatly  obstructed  by  rock  partially  exposed,  while  the  right-band 
channel  is  free  of  rock  and  has  from  7  to  10  feet  of  water.  At  the  foot  of  the  island  a 
reef  of  solid  rook,  exposed,  crosses  the  river,  completely  closing  the  right-hand  channel 
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aod  throwing  the  entire  stream  on  the  left-hand  hank  through  an  opening  aboat  50 
feet  wide.  The  cnrrent  here  is  very  rapid,  and  the  sharp  angles  made  by  the  reef  and 
island  present  serions  obstacles  to  a  boat  asoending  it.  To  remove  the  difficulty,  the 
left-hand  channel  at  the  head  of  the  island  should  be  closed,  and  a  channel  cut  through 
the  reef  at  the  lower  end  of  it,  near  the  right  bank.  The  present  channel  between 
the  reef  and  the  foot  of  the  island  should  be  closed,  and  a  rubble-dam  built  across  the 
right-hand  channel  at  Station  No.  7  in  the  diagram. 

Eatimated  coat. 

Solid-rock  excavation,  1,200  cubic  yards,  at  $1.50. $1,800 

180  cubic  yards  dam,  built  of  same,  at  50  cents 90 

1,H90 

From  Lemon's  Shoal  to  Key's  Ferry  the  water  is  deep. 

At  The  Ferry  there  is  a  reef  200  feet  long  which  must  be  cut  down  6  inches. 

Estimated  coat, 

300  cubic  yards  solid-rook  excavation^  at  $3 $900 

The  Alcovy  River  comes  in  near  Key's  Ferry  with  a  volume  of  water  equal  to  Yellow 
River. 

From  Key's  Ferry  to  Harvey^a  Mill  there  is  deep  water.  At  the  mill  there  is  a  shoAl 
600  feet  long,  with  a  fall  of  4  feet,  measured  from  the  surface  of  the  water  above  tbe 
dam.  By  removing  the  dam  the  fiUl  will  be  distributed  over  a  much  greater  diatanee. 
The  river  here  is  very  wide,  and  the  obstacle  may^be  removed  by  contracting  the  chan- 
nel and  clearing  out  the  bowlders  and  loose  rock  near  the  right  bank. 

Eatimatei  coat. 

Removing  1,800  yards  loose  rock  from  channel,  at  $2 $3,fv00  00 

Constructing  jetties  of  the  same,  at  50  cents 900  00 

4,500  00 

The  next  shoal  is  known  as  LeveretVa  Shoal.  Here  the  river  is  divided  by  a  small 
island,  the  best  water  being  near  the  right  bank.  The  passage  to  the  left  of  tbe  island 
should  be  closed,  and  a  reef  and  some  loose  rocks  removed  from  the  other  channel. 

Estimated  coat. 

Removing  500  cubic  yards  looee  rook,  at  $1 $500  00 

Building  dam  of  same,  at  £0  cents 250  00 

Excavating  91  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 ^273  00 

1,023  00 

From  Leverett's  Shoal  to  Cap^a  Shoal  there  is  from  7  to  10  feet  water.  The  river  here 
is  divided  by  islands  into  three  channels,  the  shoal  being  immediately  at  the  foot  of 
the  upper  island.  It  consists  of  a  reef  of  solid  rocks  and  bowlders  crossing  the  river 
and  damming  up  the  water,  the  greatest  fall  being  within  100  feet  of  the  upper  reef. 
By  cutting  a  channel-way  through  this  reef,  near  the  left  bank,  and  confining  the 
water  to  the  passage-way  between  the  two  islands,  immediately  below  the  shoal,  the 
difficulty  may  be  removed  and  a  lock  avoided.  The  channel  to  the  left  of  Mountain 
Island  should  be  closed. 

EaHmaied  cost, 

7,000  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation;  at  $3 $21,000 

300  cubic  yards  dam,  built  of  same 150 

21,150 

Should  a  lock,  however,  be  deemed  best,  the  proper  position  for  it  will  be  found  in 
the  passage  t^  the  left  of  Mountain  Island.  This  chute  is  about  80  feet  wide,  and  deep 
above  and  below  the  shoal. 

Eatimated  coat. 

Dam ^ $1,400 

One  lock,  5i  feet  lift 11,000 


12,400 
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Althoa|(h  the  expense  of  aa  open  ehannel  is  n^eater,  it  would  be  infinitely  prefer- 
able to  a  lock.    Between  Cap's  Shoal  and  Lloyd's  Shoal  there  is  good  water.    • 

Llayd'9  Shoal  is  nearly  2  miles  long,  and  has  a  fall  of  40  feet.  It  is  very  shallow,  and 
the  channel  is  greatly  obstrocted.  Ponding  here  is  necessary,  and  it  can  be  readily 
done,  as  the  bottom  is  of  solid  rock  and  the  bank  sufficiently  high.  Four  looks  aod 
dams  will  be  needed. 

EBtimated  cost 

Four  dams,  1,600  feet $22,400 

Four  locks,  10  feet  lift 80,000 

102,400 

Just  below  this  shoal,  and  near  the  mouth  of  Herd's  Creek,  there  is  a  narrow  reef 
with  1  foot  of  water  on  it.    Requires — 
Solid-rock  excavation,  90  cubic  yards,  at  $3 $270 

From  this  reef  to  Pittman's  Shoal  there  is  deep  water. 

Pittman*8  Shoal  is  a  succession  of  reefs,  with  a  fall  .194  per  100  feet.  An  island  divides 
the  channel  here,  the  best  water  being  to  the  left  of  the  island.  The  passage  to  the 
right  of  the  island  should  be  closed,  and  the  reefs  and  loose  rocks  removed  from  the 
other  channel. 

Eetimated  oo8t. 

1,500  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavatiou,  at  $3 |4,500 

1,000  cubic  yards  loose-rock  excavation,  at  |1 1,000 

Building  150  cubic  yards  dam  of  same,  at  50  cents 75 

5  575 

Between  Pittman's  and  Roach's  Shoals,  soundings  from  6  to  14  feet. 

Roaches  Shoalf  like  Pittman's,  is  formed  of  reefs  and  bowlders,  and  has  a  fall  of  .194 
foot  per  100  feet.  A  good  channel  may  be  formed  on  the  right  bank  by  removing  loose 
rock  and  bowlders  and  building  a  jetty  from  the  head  of  the  shoal  to  Roach's  mill. 

E8tim€Ued  cost. 

Removing  3,000  cubic  yards  bowlders  and  loose  rock,  at  |2 (6, 000 

Building  with  these  3,000  cubic  yards  jetty,  at  50  cents 1, 500 

7,500 

From  Roach's  Shoal  to  Lamar's  Shoal  there  is  deep  water. 

Lamar's  Shoal-^The  river  here  is  divided  by  a  small  island,  the  best  water  being  in 
the  right-hand  channel.  By  closing  the  other  channel  and  removing  a  fish- trap  dam, 
and  some  loose  rock  and  bowlders  from  this,  sufilcient  water  may  be  had.  A  jetty 
should  be  built  from  the  lower  end  of  the  island,  inclining  toward  the  right  bank. 

Estimated  cost* 

200  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation,  at  $3 $600 

300  cubic  yards  loose-rock  excavation,  at  $1 300 

Building  dam  of  same » 250 

1,150 

From  Lamar's  Shoal  to  Seven  Islands  there  is  deep  water  and  no  obstructions.  This 
shoal  is  a  rock-bar  1,300  feet  long,  and,  with  a/all  of  19.515  feet,'20  feet  of  lockage  and 
a  canal  600  feet  long  will  be  needed  here.  Below  the  shoal,  the  passage  between  the 
islands  and  the  right  bank  should  be  cleaned  out  and  the  other  passages  closed.  This 
will  throw  a  volume  of  water  into  the  open  channel  of  suflQcient  depth. 

Estimated  oosU 

600  feet  of  canal |7,000 

Locks  20  feet  lift 40.000 

1,000  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation,  at  $3 3,000 

1,000  cubic  yards  loose-rock  excavation,  at  $1 1,000 

2,000  cubic  yards  dams  and  jetties,  built  of  same 1,000 
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From  Seven  Islands  to  Little  Sandy  Creek  there  are  no  obstructions,  and  the  water 
is  deep.  Here  are  some  detached  rocks  that  should  come  out,  (50  cubic  yards.)  One 
mile  below  this  a  small  island  divides  the  channel.  There  is  a  rock-bar  at  the  head 
of  this  island  with  a  fish-trap  dam  on  it  This  should  be  removed  and  the  left-hand 
channel  closed.  For  500  feet  below  the  island  there  is  a  sand-bank  with  from  2^  feet 
to  3  feet  water,  the  river  being  300  feet  wide.  A  jetty  should  be  built  from  the  foot  of 
the  island  to  the  end  of  this  bank,  inclining  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

Estimated  oast. 

Removing  fish-trap  dam,  66)Dubic  yards t66 

Building  dam  with  same  at  head  of  island,  50  cents 33 

Removing  200  cubic  yards  loose  rock  from  channel,  at  $1 200 

Building  jetty  of  same,  50  cents 100 

399 

From  Island  Shoal  to  Ward^s  Ferry  there  is  deep  watef ;  300  feet  above  the  ferry  a 
narrow  reef  crosses  the  channel,  which  is  here  200  feet  wide.  The  opening  through 
this  reef  needs  enlarging  50  feet.  About  500  feet  below  the  ferry  there  is  a  ledge  of 
bare  rock  extending  neany  across  the  river.  There  are  5  feet  of  water  in  the  opening 
through  this  ledge ;  30  feet  of  the  ledge  should  be  taken  off.  For  200  feet  below  this 
ledge  there  are  only  3  feet  in  the  channel.  This  may  be  deepened  sufficiently  by  build- 
ing a  jetty  from  the  ledge  to  the  lower  edge  of  shoal. 

EstinuUed  oo$i. 

Upper  reef:  excavating  20  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 |60 

Lower  reef:  excavating  30  cubic  yards  solid  rock,^at  |3 90 

200  feet  jetty,  50  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents ! 25 

30  cubic  yards,  at  $2 60 

235 

Between  Ward's  Ferry  and  Big  Sandy  Creek  there  are  several  small  sand-bars  with 
2^  feet  of  water  on  them. 

From  Big  Sandy  Creek  to  MoArthur'a  Ferry  there  is  deep  water  and  a  clear  channel. 
Near  the  terry  two  narrow  reeis  with  2  feet  water  cross  the  river.  One  mile  farther 
down  there  is  another  reef,  with  3  feet  on  it. 

Estimated  coet  oftcerk  on  this  part  of  (he  river. 

2,000  cubic  yards  sand-excavation,  at  60  cents $1,200 

Removing  2  reefs,  60  cubic  yards  each,  at  $3 360 

Removing  1  reef,  30  cubic  yards,  at  $3 90 

1,660 

The  next  obstruction  is  at  Head's  Shoal  This  is  a  flat  reef  with  but  little  fall.  It 
begins  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  Towaliga  River.  The  upper  i»art  con- 
sists of  bowlders  and  loose  rock.  Below  these  there  is  a  led^  50  feet  lon^  with  2^ 
feet  on  it.    The  river  here  is  350  feet  wide,  the  best  water  being  near  the  right  bank. 

The  channel  above  the  reef  should  be  cleaned  out^ and  a  wing-dam  built  on  the  lower 
edge  of  it. 

Estimated  cost 

Removing  600  cubic  yards  of  loose  rock,  at  |2 $1,000 

Building  wing-dams  of  same,  at  50  cents t 2S0 

1,250 

Between  Head's  Shoal  and  Glover's  Shoal  there  are  five  reefs,  with  2  feet  of  water  on 
'them.  These  reefs  are  in  deep  water,  and  are  very  narrow.  Immediately  above 
Glover's  Shoal  three  similar  reefs  cross  the  river,  with  18  inches  of  water  ou  them. 
They  should  be  removed. 

Estimated  cost. 

Removing  5  reefs,  30  cubic  yards  each,  150  cubic  yards,  at  $3 - $450 

Removing  3  reefs,  30  cubic  yards  each,  90  cubic  yards,  at  $3 270 

7» 
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The  upper  part  of  Glover's  Shoal  coDBists  of  three  reefs,  with  deep  if  ater  hetween 
them.  One  tnoosaDd  eight  huodred  feet  from  the  head  of  the  shoal  the  fall  becomes 
rapid,  and  the  channel  is  filled  with  fixed  rock  and.  bowlders.  A  good  channel  may  be 
made  above  the  fall  by  cutting  through  the  reefs.  From  the  head  of  the  principal  fall 
a  canal  will  be  needed  l,tiOO  teet  long,  and  with  a  lock  of  18  feet  lift.  The  channel  at 
the  foot  of  the  shoal  should  be  cleaned  out.  The  canal  may  be  built  near  the  left  bank 
in  the  river-bed. 

Estimated  cost. 

Canal $9,000 

Lock,  18  feet  lift 36,000 

Removing  3  reefs,  30  cubic  yards  each,  at  $3 J 270 

Improving  channel  below  shoal 1,000 

46,270 

About  1,000  feet  below  MUchelVa  Ferry  there  is  a  narrow  rock  and  sand  bar,  with  2 
feet  water.  The  river  here  is  .360  feet  wide.  Five  hundred  feet  below  the  sand-bar 
there  is  a  rock  ledge  50  feet  long,  with  2i  feet  water.  The  channel  over  these  bars 
Bbonld  be  deepened,  and  one  or  two  detached  rocks  removed. 

Estimated  cost 

Excavating  220  cnbic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 $660 

Excavating  45  cubic  yards  sand  and  rock 45 

705 

From  this  point  to  MitchelVs  Shoal,  4  miles,  the  water  is  deep,  and  there  are  no  obstruc- 
tions. The  upper  reef  here  is  very  narrow,  and  has  a  fish-trap  dam  on  it;  deep  water 
above  and  below  it.  The  dam  should  be  removed,  and  the  channel  deepened.  At  the 
lower  reef  an  island  divides  the  channel.  This  reef  is  narrow,  (10  feet,)  and  has  a  fall 
of  1.8  feet.  The  best  water  is  to  the  left  of  the  island.  The  channel  to  the  right  should 
be  closed,  and  the  reef  cut  away  near  the  left  bank. 

Estimated  cost. 

Removing*fish-trap  dam,  36  cubic  yards,  at  $1 |36  00 

Solid-rock  excavation,  375  cubic  yards,  at$:$ 1,125  00 

Building  dam  with  same,  at  50  cents 187  50 

1,348  50 

One  mile  below  Mitchell's  Shoal  there  are  two  reefs  in  5  feet  water.  They  are  10  feet 
long,  and  have  18  inches  water  on  them.    Estimated  cost  of  removing  them  : 

Excavating  90  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 $270 

JarreVs  Skoal  is  the  next  obstruction.  It  consists  of  a  rock  bar  200  feet  long,  with  2i 
feet  of  water  on  it.  The  channel  should  be  contracted  bv  Jetties.  Six  hundr^  feet  be- 
low this  there  is  a  reef  with  1  foot  of  water.  Two  hundred  feet  farther  down  there  is 
a  similar  reef.  Five  hundred  feet  from  this  another  reef  crosses  the  channel,  with  3  feet 
of  water.  One  hundred  feet  below  this  there  is  a  reef  with  2  feet  water.  Upon  this 
there  is  a  fish-trap  dam.  Channels  should  be  excavated  through  thene  reefs,  and  the 
dam  removed. 

Estimated  cost. 

Excavating  502  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at|3 $1,506 

Excavating  330  cubic  yards  loose  rock,  at$l 330 

Building  jetties  with  same,  at  50  cents 165 

2,001 

Clark^B  Shoal  begins  at  the  head  of  Long  Island  and  ends  100  feet  below  it.  It  con- 
sists of  six  narrow  reefs,  one  at  the  head  of  Long  Island,  four  reefs  half-way  down  the 
island,  and  one  at  the  foot  of  it.    To  give  the  proper  depth  will  require — 

80  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation,  at  $3 $240 

IOOcqMo  yards  loose-rock  excavation,  at  $1 100 


340 
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Fallif*g  Creek  Shoal  is  at  the  mouth  of  Falling  Creek.  It  ooDsists  of  oev^n  iw&of 
lock,  with  deep  water  between  them.    To  open  a  ohaonel  through  (bene  will  reqaire— 

518  cnbio  yards  of  solid-rock  excavation,  at  $3 thSU 

Immediately  below  the  shoal,  two  small  islands  divide  the  channel.  The  best  wata 
is  to  the  right  of  the  upper  island  and  to  the  left  of  the  lower  one.  The  op|iMto 
channels  should  be  closed.  In  the  lower  Island  chute  there  are  three  reefe  that  shooU 
be  removed. 

EeUnuUed  eosL 

Removing  222  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  |3 t^ 

Building  dams  with  same,  at  50  cents Ill 

777 

Between  Falling  Creek  and  Dame's  Shoal  the  water  is  very  deep,  except  at  the 
ferry,  where  there  is  a  reef  of  detached  rocks.    This  needs — 

80  cubic  yards  rock-excavation,  at  $2.50 ' |iO0 

At  Damifs  Skoal  the  river  is  very  wide,  and  is  filled  with  small  islands.  The  shoal 
is  rock  550  feet  long,  and  has  a  fall  of  3.644  feet,  or  .662'  per  100  feet.  The  best  water 
is  next  the  right  bank,  and  in  the  right-hand  island  chute,  where  there  is  3  feet.  This 
channel  is  obstructed  by  a  reef  and  fish-trap  dam.  These  should  be  removed,  and  the 
other  channel  closed  up.  The  volume  of  water  thrown  into  the  right-hand  chaoiiel 
(which  is  about  100  feet  wide)  will  give  sufflcieut  depth. 

Estimated  coat, 

600  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation,  at  $3 |1}SD0 

Building  dams  of  same,  at  50  cents ....       3W 

2,ioe 

In  the  island  chute  below  the  shoal  there  are  three  reefs  that  should  be  removed. 
Between  the  shoal  and  the  first  and  second  reefs  there  is  only  2|  feet  water,  battlw 
bottom  here  is  of  loose  sand,  aud  when  the  reefs  are  removed  this  will  wash  awiy. 
One-half  mile  below  these  there  is  a  reef  of  detached  rocks  which  should  be  remored. 
From  this  point  to  Rum  Creek  the  water  is  good. 

Bum  Creek  Shoal  is  at  the  mouth  of  Rum  Creek.  It  consists  of  reefi»  aod  detachsd 
rocks,  with  deep  water  between  them.  There  is  but  little  fall,  and  the  reuooval  of  Ioom 
rock  and  the  excavation  of  a  channel  80  feet  wide,  100  feet  long,  and  2  feet  deep  vill 
remove  all  difficulty.  One  half  mile  below  the  shoal  there  is  a  looae-rook  bar  thit 
needs  deepening.    Estimated  cost  of  work  on  this  part  of  the  river : 

Solid-rock  excavation,  1,188  cubic  yards,  at  $3 13.561 

Loose-rock  excavStion,  900  cubic  yards,  at  $1 900 

Tajflar^s  i^hoal,  like  Falling  Creek  Shoal,  is  a  succession  of  rock-ree£i,  with  deep  water 
between  them.    The  shoal  is  2,100  feet  long,  and  has  a  fall  of  5.732  feet,  or  about  .STt 

Eer  hundred  feet.  This  is  very  equally  distributed  over  the  entire  shoal,  except  at  the 
ead,  where  there  is  a  fall  of  2.6  feet  in  the  first  200  feet  This  is  caus«>d  by  the  dam- 
ming of  the  water  at  the  first  reef.  The  best  channel  is  near  the  right  bank.  Tba 
should  be  cleaned  out  and  the  reefs  removed.  The  river  here  is  500  feet  wide,  and  to 
give  sufficient  water  the  channel  should  be  contracted.  This  can  be  done  by  baildinir 
ft  jetty  from  the  right  bank  along  the  first  reef,  and  thence  down  the  shoal  to  the  bead 
of  island  No.  2  of  the  diagram,  aud  closing  up  the  passage  to  the  right  of  island  Ko.1. 
This  will  pond  the  water  at  the  foot  of  the  shoal  and  reduce  the  current.  The  cbaoocl 
being  perfectly  straight,  vessels  can  ascend  without  difficulty. 

Estimated  coat 

Solid-rock  excavation,  2,220  cubic  yards,  at  f3 t^^ 

Loose-rock  excavation,  1,000  cubic  yards,  at  |1 1,W0 

Building  jetties  of  same,  at  50  cents 1,11^ 
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Between  Taylor's  Sboal  and  Harris's  Shoal  the  water  is  deep  and  the  channel  unob- 
structed, except  at  Bowman's  Bee/f  where  it  needs  widening,  and  at  Bowman's  Landing, 
where  some  detached  rocks  should  come  out. 

Estimated  cost 

Solid-rock  excavation,  100  cubic  yards,  at|3 |300 

I>etached-rock  excavation,  200  cubic  yards,  at  $2 400 

700 

Barrih^s  Skoal  is  like  Taylor's  Sboal.  lb  is  3,000  feet  long  and  has  a  fall  of  2.312  feet. 
At  the  first  and  second  reef  the  channel  should  be  widened  50  feet.  Upon  the  lower 
ledffe,  for  600  feet,  there  is  only  3  feet  water.  Here  the  channel,  which  is  now  300  feet 
wide,  should  be  contracted. 

Estimated  cost. 

60  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation,  at  |3 $180 

Removing  300  yards  loose  rock,  at  |1 ^ 300 

Building  jetties  of  same,  at  50  cents.  .^ 150 

630 

Between  Harris's  and  Johnston's  Shoals  no  work  is  needed. 

At  Johtiston^s  Shoal  the  river  widens  out  very  much,  the  channel  being  divided  by 
three  small  islands.  The  shoal  is  1,500  feet  long,  and  has  a  fall  of  5.125  feet,  or  .341' 
per  hundred  feet.  This  fall  is  very  equally  distributed.  The  reef  which  forms  the 
upper  part  of  the  shoal  has  3  feet  of  water  on  it,  and  this  deepens  to  3  feet  and  2.5 
feet,  the  channel  being  greatly  obstructed  by  loose  rock.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  first 
island  there  is  a  fish-trap  dam,  and  400  feet  below  this  a  rock-reef.  Channels  should 
be  out  through  these  reefs  and  the  loose  rook  removed.  All  the  channels  should  be 
closed  except  that  next  the  right  bank,  and  this  should  be  contracted  by  a  jetty  from 
the  first  reef  to  the  fish-trap  dam.  Jetties  6  feet  high  should  be  placed  500  feet  below 
the  last  reef.  This  will  give  a  good  channel  over  the  shoal  and  make  the  passage  of 
it  easy. 

Estimated  cost. 

Solid-rock  excavation,  100  cubic  yards,  at  |3 $300 

Lioose-rock  excavation,  1,000  cubic  yards,  at  $2 2,000 

Buildiogjettiesof  same,  at$l 1,000 

3.300 

The  next  obstacle  is  called  HolmaiCs  Shoal.  This  consists  of  two  rock-bars  500  feet 
apart.  The  first  bar  is  200  feet  long  and  has  2  feet  of  water  on  it.  The  second  bar  has 
h  feet  of  water,  but  needs  widening. 

Estimated  cost. 
1,300  cubic  yards  solid-rock  excavation,  at  $3 $3,900 

Passing  below  this  shoal,  we  have  deep  water,  free  from  obstructions,  until  near  the 
head  of  nimbush^s  Island,  where  two  reefs  cross  the  river,  leaving  deep  channels  but 
not  sufficiently  wide.  Two  hundred  feet  below  the  head  of  the  island,  in  the  right- 
hand  channel,  is  another  reef,  with  1  foot  of  water  on  it  Three  hundred  feet  below 
this  there  is  another  reef.  These  obstacles  should  be  removed,  and  the  left-hand  chan- 
nel at  the  head  of  the  island  closed. 

Estimated  cost. 

Removing  210  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 $630 

Building  dams  with  same,  at  50  cents 105 

735 

At  the  foot  of  the  island  is  Holt^s  Shoal,  also  called  Wimbush's  Shoal.  This  is  a 
rock-bar  400  feet  long,  upon  which  there  is  2  feet  water,  but  greatly  obstructed  by 
loose  rock.  Upon  the  upper  edge  of  the  bar  there  is  a  reef  with  1  foot  of  water,  and 
on  the  lower  edge  a  reef  and  a  fish-trap  dam.  These  should  be  removed  and  the  chan- 
nel near  the  rif^ht  bank  cleaned  out.  A  ietty  should  be  built  from  the  lower  end  of 
the  island  inclining  toward  the  right  bank  and  extending  !>00  feet  below  the  fish-trap 
dam. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


734  BEPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENQINEE&S. 

Estimated  oo8U 

Solid-rock  excavation,  100  CDbic  yards,  at  |3 $30! 

Loose-rock  excavation,  1,000  cubic  yards,  at  $1 l,OiM 

Bailding  jetty  of  same,  at  50  cents 3M 

For  1  mile. below  this  shoal  there  are  several  islands  dividing  the  channeL  Tbe 
best  water  is  next  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  other  channels  ahoald  be  dosed. 
Seven  reefs  cross  the  channel  here.  The  first,  second,  and  third  reefs  have  each  1  Im( 
of  water.    The  fourth  reef  has  2.5  feet,  and  the  others  have  each  1  foot. 

Estimated  cost  of  work  needed  here, 

Kemoving570  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  |3 fl,7lt 

Building  dams  with  same,  at  50  cents .. £5 

About  500  feet  below  the  last  island  there  is  a  reef  of  bare  rock,  with  an  opening  ia 
it  of  30  feet.  This  opening  should  be  increased  to  100  feet,  and  a  jetty  baUt  from  tk» 
island  to  the  reef. 

Estimated  cost 

Senioving  200  cubic  yards  solid  rock,  at  $3 $609 

Building  jetty  of  same,  at  50  cents U* 

200  yards  jetty,  at  $2 460 

Ti« 

This  is  tbe  last  of  the  reefs  and  shoals.  The  river  here  is  about  300  feet  wide,  and 
for  I  mile  there  is  a  sand-bank,  upon  which  there  is  an  average  of  3  feet  of  water. 
About  2i  miles  from  this  there  is  a  similar  bank.  Both  of  these  deposits  occur  when 
the  current  is  slack  and  with  deep  water  above  and  below  them,  and  are  probably 
caused  by  sunken  trees  and  logs.  These  being  removed,  the  banks  will  wash  awar. 
There  is  also  on  this  portion  of  the  river  one  reef  to  be  removed  and  two  loose^iock 
bars. 

Estimated  cost. 

Sand  excavation,  16,000  cubic  yards,  at  60  cents $9«6D0 

Solid-rock  excavation,  100  cubic  yards,  at  |3 300 

Loose-rock  excavation,  200  cubic  yards,  at  $1 , 909 

10,100 

This  makes 574,23S 

Add  to  this  20  per  cent,  for  contingencies 1U,(^ 

And  we  have  a  total  of 686,078 

The  above  estimate  contemplates  a  channel-way  80  feet  wide,  4  feet  deep  at  tbe  low- 
est stage  of  water,  and  with  locks  200  feet  long  and  30  feet  wide.  This  will  accomiBo- 
date  vessels  carrying  300  tons  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  and  half  that  tonnage  for 
the  remaining  three  months.  And  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  during  the  season  of 
low  water,  which  occurs  between  the  1st  of  July  and  the  middle  and  latter  part  of 
September,  but  little  freight  is  moving,  and  consequently  this  reduction  of  tonnage 
will  not  be  felt  as  an  inconvenience. 

From  the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of  July  the  lowest  stage  of  water  is  from  3  to  4 
feet  above  the  extreme  low  point,  giving  a  minimum  depth  of  from  7  to  8  feet. 

The  estimated  cost  of  inaking  this  improvement  is,  then,  acoordiDg  to 
the  statement  above  given,  as  follows,  not  inclading  contingencies  and 
snperiutendence : 

Bridge,  Merrl wether's,  Hendrick's,  and  Crew's  Shoals $32, 700  00 

Cedar  Shoal 100,5B6  « 

Hanson's  Shoal 39,600  08 

Dried  Indian  Shoal 21,400  09 

FlatShoal 9,400  00 

Webb'sShoal 9,400  0^ 

Lee'sShoal 15,400  UO 
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[ndian  Fishery $25,800  00 

Barnes's  Shoal 26,900  00 

Reefs  below '..  6,335  00 

Lemon's  Shoal 1,890  00 

Key's  Ferry 900  00 

Harvey's  Mill 4,500  00 

Loverett's  Shoal 1,023  00 

Cap's  Shoal 21,150  00 

Lloyd's  Shoal : 102,400  00 

Reef  below 270  00 

Pitman's  Shoal 5,575  00 

Roach's  Shoal 7,500  00 

Lamar's  Shoal 1,150  00 

Seven  Islands  Shoal 52,000  00 

Little  Sandy  Creek  Shoal 399  00 

"Ward's  Ferry 235  00 

Big  Sandy  Creek  and  McArthnr's  Ferry 1,650  00 

Head's  Shoal 1,250  00 

Glover's  Shoal  Reefe 720  00 

Glover's  Shoal 46,270  00 

Mitchell's  Ferry 705  00 

Mitchell's  Shoal. 1,348  50 

Reef  below 270  00 

Jarrel'sShoal 2,001  00 

Clarke's  Shoal ^ 340  00 

FallingCreek  Shoal 1,554  00 

Reef  below 777  00 

Reef  below 200  00 

Dame's  Shoal 2,100  00 

Rum  Creek  Shoal 4,464  00 

Taylor's  Shoal 8,770  00 

Bowman's  Reef 700  00 

Harris's  Shoal 630  00 

Johnston's  Shoal , 3,300  00 

Holman's  Shoal.., 3,900  00 

Wimbnsh's  Island 735  00 

Holt'sShoal 1,800  00 

Reef  below 1,995  00 

Reef  below 1,100  00 

Sand-banks  below 10,100  00 

573,405  00 

The  prices  employed  In  making  np  this  estimate  are,  however,  too  small, 
though  they  have  been  used  in  making  previous  estimates.  Experience  has 
shown  that  in  condncting  work  on  these  southern  rivers,  the  sudden  and 
great  changes  of  height  to  which  their  surfaces  are  subject  renders  all  en- 
gineering operations  m  their  channels  so  uncertain  that  the  cost  exceeds 
very  greatly  the  cost  of  similar  work  in  other  places.  In  this  case,  the  cost  of 
rock-excavation  in  channel  wonld  be  not  less  than  double  that  assumed, 
while  the  construction  of  the  wing-dams  would  cost  not  less  than  three  or 
four  times  the  amount  estimated.  Making  these  and  other  necessarv 
changes  in  the  prices  of  the  vasions  kindrt  of  work  enumerated,  the  estimated 
cost  of  this  work  wonld  not  fall  short  of $800,000 

And  adding  25  per  cent,  for  the  cost  of  superintendence,  and  to  meet  the  con- 
tingencies t.o  which  lock  and  dam  construction  in  running  water  is 
•peculiarly  liable 200,000 

Total 1,000,000 

We  have  $1,000,000  as  the  probable  cost  of  doing  this  work.  Of 
course,  this  is  not  an  accurate  estimate;  nothing  but  a  survey  could 
give  that,  and  we  have  been  able  to  make  only  an  examination. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  moreover,  that  the  total  fall  of  this  part  of  the 
river,  as  given  by  the  survey  of  1871,  before  referred  to.  is  360  feet. 
The  estimate  before  given  provides  for  a  total  lockage  of  aoout  200  feet, 
ai}ectiDg  perhaps  10  miles  of  the  river's  length.  The  remaining  50  miles, 
then,  would  have  a  fall  of  160  feet,  an  average  of  nearly  3^  feet  per 
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mile,  much  too  great  to  permit  of  easy  or  evea  of  good  navigation ; 
and  it  appears  quite  certain  that  if  the  improrements  covered  by  the 
preceding  estimate  were  made,  it  would  become  equally  necessary  to 
carry  the  slack-water  system  up  through  the  whole  or  the  greater 
part  of  the  remaining  160  of  fall ;  and  tho  total  cost  of  the  improve- 
ment of  this  61  miles  would  be  not  much  less,  if  any,  than  82,000,000. 
A  survey  only  can  determine  thiB,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  local 
necessities  of  this  region  which  would  warrant  so  expensive  aa  onder- 
taking. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  MoFarland, 

Major  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Qen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


P  8. 

EXAMINATION  OF  POWELL'S,  CLINCH,  AND  EMORY  RIVERS,  IN  VIRGINIA 

AND  TENNESSEE. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Chattanooga^  Tetm.^  February  2, 1S76. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  reports  upon  the 
following  examinations,  ordered  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 
1876,  viz: 

1st.  Powell's  Eiver  from  the  three  forks,  in  Wise  County,  Virginia, 
to  the  mouth  of  Clinch  Eiver,  Tennessee. 

2d.  Clinch  Biver  from  the  mouth  of  Indian,  in  Tazewell  County, 
Virginia,  to  the  junction  of  Clinch  and  Powell's  rivers,  Tennessee. 

3d.  Clinch  Eiver  below  the  mouth  of  Emory  Eiver,  and  Emory  River 
above  its  mouth,  for  the  removal  of  bars,  Tennessee. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  McFabland, 

Ma^or  of  Engineers 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


EXAMINATION  OF  POWELL'S  RIVER  FROM  THE  THREE  FORKS,  IN  WISE 
COUNTY,  VIRGINIA,  TO  THE  MOUTH  OF  CLINCH  RIVER,  TENNESSEE. 

By  the  wording  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  examination  was  to  be  extended  to  the  mouth  of  the  Clinch  Eivery 
which  is  106  miles  (estimated)  below  the  point  at  which  Powell's  Eiver 
empties  into  it.  As  the  same  act  of  Congress  requires,  however,  the 
examination  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  Clinch,  above  the  month  of 
Powell's  River,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  restrict  this  report  to  the  exami- 
nation of  Powell's  River  only,  leaving  the  examination  of  the  lower  part 
of  the  Clinch  to  be  included  in  the  report  upon  that  river. 

From  the  Three  Forks,  in  Wise  County,  Virginia,  where  the  examination 
was  begun,  Powell's  River  runs  in  a  southwesterly  direction  about  190 
miles  (estimated)  to  its  junction  with  the  Clinch  ;  70  miles  of  this  length 
lying  in  Virginia,  and  the  remaining  120  miles  in  Tennessee. 
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The  valley  throagh  which  this  river  flows  ia  sarroanded,  except  to  the 
aoathward,  by  ridges  and  spurs  of  the  Gamberland  Monntains,  which 
render  it  almost  inaccessible.    It  has  no  railroad  facilities. 

The  river  forms  its  only  oatlet,  and  this  is  narrow,  crooked,  and  so 
ranch  obstract^d  by  bars,  rocky  ledges,  snags,  shoals,  mill-dams,  and 
fish-traps,  that  it  requires  a  rain-tide  of  5  or  6  teet  to  enable  flat-boats  to 
pass  down  it.  It  cannot  be  nsed  at  all  daring  the  season  of  low  water : 
and  daring  the  season  of  navigation,  which  is  limited  to  the  winter  ana 
spring  months,  if,  as  sometimes  happens,  only  two  or  three  boating-tides 
occur,  mach  of  the  produce  of  the  valley  is  left  on  the  farmers'  hands, 
to  their  great  injury. 

The  region  watered  by  Powell's  Eiver  and  its  tributaries  is  a  very 
fertile  one,  containing  some  of  the  best  farming-lauds  in  Virginia  and 
Tennessee,  and  its  annual  produce  of  wheat,  corn,  oats,  bacon,  and 
other  farm-products  is  valued  at  over  $1,000,000,  independently  of  its 
timber,  iron,  and  coal.  None  of  this  latter  is  shipped.  Not  less  than 
120  or  130  fla^boats,  with  cargoes  valued  at  from  $1,000  to  $5,000,  come 
annually  out  of  Powell's  Eiver. 

Assistant  engineer  William  M.  Gordon,  who  made  this  examination, 
reports  that  the  fall  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river  is  too  great,  and  the 
supply  of  water  during  the  summer  and  autumn  too  little,  to  admit  of 
its  adaptation  to  low-water  navigation. 

All  that  can  be  done,  then,  and  all  that  is  asked,  is  to  so  improve  the 
high- water  navigation  that  boats  may  be  able  to  pass  out  on  rain-tides 
of  3^  or  4  feet.  This  would  increase  the  safety  of  the  navigation  during 
the  higher  tides,  and  would  render  available  for  boating  many  rain- 
tides,  which,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  river,  are  useless  for  that 
purpose. 

This  could  be  accomplished  by  breaking  off  the  points  of  the  ledges 
T^hich  project  above  low  water,  blasting  and  removing  the  large  bowl- 
ders which  have  fallen  into  the  channels,  cutting  away  some  points, 
removing  overhanging  trees,  snags,  dams,  and  fish-traps,  and  in  a  few 
cases  building  wing-dams  for  the  purpose  of  confining  the  channel  to 
narrower  limits. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  work  is  as  follows,  viz : 

For  that  part  of  the  river  lyins  in  Virginia  below  Shaver's  Ford,  (above  which 
the  character  of  the  river  forbid»  any  attempt  at  improvement,)  length  40 
milee - $4,690 

For  that  part  lying  in  Tennessee,  length  120  miles 15,410 

20,000 
Saperintendence,  contingencies,  &o.,  25  per  cent 5, 000 

Total 25,000 

For  more  detailed  information  upon  this  subject  reference  should  be 
made  to  the  report  of  Assistant  Gordon,  which  is  hereto  appended : 

REPORT  OF  MR.  WILLIAM  M.  GORDOX,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Powell's  River  rises  in  Wise  County,  Virginia,  and,  following  a  general  sonthwest 
coarse  through  Lee  Connty,  Yirsinia,  enters  Tennessee,  and,  either  passing  through  or 
touching  Hancock,  Claihome,  Union,  Campbell,  and  Anderson  Counties,  empties  into 
Clinch  River  about  35  miles  above  Clinton.  The  principal  affluents  on  the  north  are 
Stone  Fork,  North  Fork,  Trading  Creek,  Four  Mile,  Davis's  Creek,  and  Cedar  Creek  ; 
and  on  the  south,  Station  Creek,  Wallen's  Creek,  Mulberry  Creek,  and  Hoop  Creek. 
Many  smaller  ones  come  in  on  both  sides.  For  properly  understanding  the  cnaracter 
of  the  river,  I  will  divide  it  into  four  sections,  and  describe  them  in  order. 
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SootioD  I  embraces  that  portion  from  the  mouth  of  Sooth  Fork,  in  Wise  Coanty,  to 
Shaver's  Ford^  in  Lee  County,  Virginia,  a  distance  of  about  30  miles. 

Section  II  includes  that  part  from  Shaver's  Ford  to  White  Shoals,  in  Lee  Coanty, 
about  28  miles. 

Section  III  extends  from  White  Shoals  to  the  mouth  of  Hoop  Creek,  in  Claibonie 
County,  Tennessee,  a  distance  of  about  35  miles. 

Section  IV  embraces  the  part  from  Hoop  Creek  to  the  j  auction  with  Clinch,  in  An- 
derson County,  Tennessee,  a  distance  of  some  96  miles. 

The  distances,  as  given  above,  were  merely  estimated,  the  estimates  being  bised 
partly  on  my  own  judgment  and  partly  on  information  derived  from  persons  liviog  od 
the  nver.    To  correct  any  supposed  error,  the  figures  should  be  increased. 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  South  Fork,  the  river  for  the  first  6  miles  is  about  125 
feet  wide,  varies  in  depth  from  2  to  5  feet,  has  a  moderate  current,  no  abrupt  bends, 
and  few  obstructions.  We  here  reach  Ollinger's  Mill-dam,  with  a  fall  of  about  6  feet. 
From  this  point  a  marked  change  takes  place  in  the  character  of  the  river;  the 
channel  becomes  contracted ;  the  shoals  and  rapids  are  greatly  multiplied,  the  fall 
being  much  greater ;  many  short  and  abrupt  bends  occur,  with  x^erjieiidicular,  jagged 
limestone  cliffs  opposite  the  points ;  great  numbers  of  bowlders  have  fallen  from  the 
bluffs  and  lie  strewn  along  the  bed ;  numerous  islands  obstruct  the  water-way,  divid- 
ing it  into  very  narrow  channels ;  and,  within  a  distance  of  25  miles,  five  mill-dams 
are  met  with,  having  an  aggregate  fall  of  30  feet.  Boats  have  never  run  on  this  por- 
tion of  the  river,  as  far  as  I  could  learn.  The  affluents  are  small,  making  it  appear 
that  the  mills  are  a  necessity  in  their  present  position.  A  large  amount  of  mooej 
would  be  required  to  clear  out  the  obstructions  and  build  aprons  to  the  dams,  and  if 
all  other  obstacles  were  removed,  the  current  is  so  rapid  and  the  bends  so  sharp  that  I 
think  few  persons  would  be  found  bold  enough  to  trust  their  property  to  be  carried 
over  this  part  of  the  river.  The  farmers  living  on  the  upper  part  find  ready  sale  for 
their  surplus  productions  to  the  citizens  of  Wise,  and  those  living  lower  down  can 
easily  haul  their  produce  8  or  10  miles  to  Shaver^  Ford. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  I  have  not  included  Section  I  in  my  estimate,  but  have  con- 
sidered Shaver's  Ford  as  the  proper  head  of  navigation. 

From  Shaver's  Ford,  the  beginning  of  Section  II,  the  river  is  still  rather  narrow  for 
8  or  10  miles ;  but  the  current  is  much  less  rapid,  very  few  islands  are  met  with,  tite 
bends  are  more  gradual,  and  few  obstacles  are  found.  Fifteen  or  SO  boats  leave 
here  annually.    Tne  river  gradually  widens  and  deepens  until  we  reach  White  Shoals. 

At  this  ;point  the  river  turns  more  to  the  west,  and  runs  more  nearly  through  the 
center  of  the  valley.  To  the  mouth  of  Hoop  Creek  it  is  broad  and  deep,  with  littl« 
current ;  the  shoals  have  inconsiderable  fall,  except  at  a  few  places,  notably  the  Bag- 
string  and  Parrot's  Chute ;  the  bends  are  very  gradual  and  swiping,  and  for  almoit 
the  entire  distance  we  have  a  beautiful  river. 

From  Hoop  Creek  to  its  junction  with  Clinch  the  river  is  still  broad,  but  not  so 
deep ;  the  fall  becomes  ^preater  than  in  the  last  section,  with  an  almost  oontinnoiuly 
brisk  current,  which  at  times  becomes  rapid ;  the  islands  are  more  nomexons  and  Uk 
navigation  more  dangerous. 

Powell's  River,  running  as  it  does  through  the  mountains,  is  necessarily  very  tor- 
tuous, bends  occurring  at  every  few  hundred  yards,  and  sometimes,  as  at  Novel's  Shoals, 
after  running  a  distance  of  3  miles,  returns  so  nearly  upon  itself  that  the  space  aerass 
the  neck  is  only  a  few  hundred  feet. 

OBSTRUCTIONS. 

In  1845  the  State  of  Tennessee  expended  within  her  limits  aboat  $7,000  in  the 
removal  of  some  of  the  most  dangerous  rocks  and  fish-dams,  and  in  bnilding  wiof- 
dams  at  some  of  the  islands  and  shoals. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  done,  and  the  navigation  was  greatly  improved. 
The  boatmen  in  Virginia  banded  tof^ether  a  few  years  ago  and  removed  some  of  tbe 
most  dangerous  obstacles,  thus  showing  a  disposition  to  help  themselves.  Still,  moefa 
remains  to  be  done.  Large  masses  of  rock  have  become  detached  from  the  diffii  and 
fallen  into  the  river ;  fish  dams  and  traps  have  been  rebuilt  in  defiance  of  law,  and  tbe 
wing-dams,  originally  built  of  the  round  bowlders  found  in  the  river,  and  on  too  small 
a  scale,  have  in  most  cases  been  entirely  destroyed  by  drift-logs  and  tbe  current 

The  obstructions  now  found  in  the  river  may  be  classified  as  follows : 

Ledges  of  rock  running  across  the  river,  and  showing  sharp  points  above  low  water. 

Large  bowlders  that  have  fallen  from  the  bluffs. 

Shoals  of  smaller  bowlders  and  gravel. 

Islands  dividing  the  water-way  into  narrow  channels. 

Rocky  points  extending  into  the  river  at  the  bends,  and  mostly  covered  with  siDall 
trees  and  brush. 

Leaning  trees  and  hanging  limbs;  snags. 

Fish  dams  and  traps. 

Mill-dams. 
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PLAN  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  ledgee  of  rock  which  cross  the  river  in  very  many  places  are  mostly  limestone ; 
acme  sandstone  was  foand.  These  ledges  have  points  more  or  less  sharp,  projecting 
above  ordinary  low  water  to  the  height  of  a  foot  or  more,  and  are  very  dangeroas ;  they 
should  be  broken  down  by  the-  hammer  and  wedge,  or  by  blasting  to  the  low-water 
mark. 

The  large  bowlders  have  fallen  from  the  cliffs,  loosened  by  the  action  of  water  and 
frost,  and  lie  scattered  along  the  whole  length  of  the  river.  These  should  be  broken 
np  with  powder,  and  the  fragments  removed  to  the  bank,  except  when  they  fall  into 
deep  water. 

Tne  larger  bowlders  (those  that  show  above  ordinary  low  water)  found  on  the  shoals 
should  be  moved  out  of  the  channel ;  this  can  readily  be  done  by  hand.  At  most  of 
the  islands  and  some  of  the  shoals,  as  at  Potut's  Island,  Farley's  Shoals,  Parrett's  Chute, 
mouth  of  Mulberry,  Hook  Creek,  NeveFs  Shoals,  Cox's  Shoals,  Jack  Nantz's  Shoal, 
Island  Ford,  Bradin's  Shoals,  Baker's  Tow-head,  Ridenhour's  Island,  and  Poor  Horse 
Island,  wing-dams  should  be  built  to  turn  the  water  into  the  boatins  channel. 

Many  of  the  points  at  the  bends  project  into  the  river,  lessen  the  water-way,  and 
force  boats  to  make  too  wide  a  circuit,  thus  rendering  them  liable  to  be  thrown  on  the 
opposite  bank  below.  Their  removal  would  greatly  lessen  the  dangers  of  navigation. 
Leaning  trees  and  hanging  limbs  are  found  at  almost  all  the  points,  and  on  many  of 
the  stretchers,  especially  in  the  upper  river.  Their  removal  is  a  necessity.  The  trees, 
should  be  felled,  trimmed  of  their  branches,  and  then  cut  up  into  pieces  10  feet  in 
length,  to  be  borne  off  by  the  tides  and  deposited  out  of  the  way  of  boats. 

Snags  are  frequently  found,  especially  m  the  lower  river.  Almost  all  persons  in 
clearing  the  banks  merely  cut  the  trees,  allowing  them  to  fall  with  tops  in  the  water, 
the  butts  resting  on  the  land,  and  to  remain  in  this  condition  until  the  first  rain-tide 
swings  them  off  The  whole  trees  float  slowly  down  the  stream,  to  be  caught  probably 
on  the  first  shoal  or  in  the  first  eddy,  and  form  dangerous  snags.  These  should  be  re- 
moved, and  it  should  be  made  imperative  on  all  persons  cutting  trees  into  the  river  to 
lop  off  all  the  limbs,  and  cut  the  trunks  into  lengths  not  exceeding  10  feet,  so  that, 
vfhen  the  water  rises,  the  parts  would  separate  and  be  deposited  where  they  could  do 
no  harm. 

In  the  most  dangerous  class  of  obstructions  must  be  placed  fish  dams  and  traps,  gen- 
erally built  by  irresponsible  and  ignorant  persons  having  a  total  disregard  for  the 
rights  and  the  safety  of  the  property  of  others.  The  traps  are  often  placed  in  the  best 
boating  channel ;  and  being  built  and  repaired  in  low- water  season,  boatmen  have  no 
means  of  knowins  where  they  are  until  a  fatal  accident  occurs.  I  found  no  less  than 
sixty-five  traps,  old  and  new,  m  the  navigable  portion  of  the  river.  Boatmen  generally 
X>refer  one  of  the  sevend  chutes  around  islands  and  over  shoals,  but  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  choose;  the  wind  may  blow  them  off,  or  an  oar  may  break  in  w:orking  into 
the  proper  position  to  enter  the  selected  channel,  and  it  may  then  be  necessary  to  run 
the  other,  which  should  be  unobstructed  as  far  as  possible.  Hence  all  dams  and  traps 
should  be  removed,  and  it  should  be  made  a  penal  offense  for  any  person  to  build 
another  one  in  any  part  of  the  river. 

I  found  three  mul-dams  in  partial  decay,  and  one  in  repair  below  Shaver's  Ford. 
The  latter  is  att-ached  to  a  saw-mill  belonging  to  Mr.  Frank  Holliday,  in  Lee  County, 
and  has  a  fall  of  4  feet.  Mr.  Holliday  was  not  at  home,  but  I  learned  the  dam  was 
erected  about  1872,  twenty-five  years  after  the  river  was  first  used  for  boating  purposes. 
The  mill  is  a  mere  frame  structure  and  the  business  moderate.  I  learned  al£  that  suit 
was  brought  to  compel  its  removal,  and  Holliday  had  ^ven  bond  in  the  sum  of  $5,000 
to  make  good  any  loss  that  may  be  caused  by  its  erection.  No  accident  has  occurred, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  boatmen  prefer  to  wait  for  a  high  tide  to  running  any  risk, 
as  it  is  more  than  probable  that  should  a  boat  be  broken  up  on  it,  long  and  vexatious 
litigation  would  result  before  damages  could  be  recovered.  I  saw  but  one  man  who 
spoke  of  it  with  favor,  and  he  lives  and  does  business  below  the  dam.  Of  course  it 
does  not  interfere  with  his  operations.  I  spoke  to  several  boatmen  on  this  subject,  and 
all  told  me  they  approach  it  at  all  times  with  dread,  and  thank  their  good  fortune  when 
it  is  passed  in  safety.  There  is  a  considerable  fall  just  below  the  dam,  and  the  water 
is  drawn  off  rapidly,  thus  rendering  it  more  dangerous. 

I  recommend  its  removal,  for  it  seems  to  me  useless  to  spend  money  on  minor  ob- 
stractions  and  leave  the  most  serious  one  intact. 

I  would  recommend  that  landing-places  be  prepared  for  boats  every  6  or  8  miles. 
These  landings  would  be  a  great  convenience— in  fact,  are  a  necessity,  for  boats  are 
sometimes  lost  in  attempting  to  land  at  unsuitable  places  on  the  approach  of  night  or 
daring  high  winds.  I  would  merely  select  some  soft  bank,  where  there  is  eddy-water, 
and  remove  the  trees,  brushes,  stumps,  &c.f  for  an  area  of  say  150  feet  long  by  20  feet 
wide.  This  would  be  ample ;  for  as  each  boat  arrives  it  could  be  brought  to  the  bank, 
stopped,  and  then  dropped  down  the  stream,  making  room  for  others  that  might  fol- 
low.   In  the  present  condition  of  the  river,  boats  frequently  have  to  stop  an  hour  or 
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two  before  sundowD,  or  ran  after  Digbt,  which  io  always  attended  with  danger,  to  find 
a  saitable  landing-place.    The  cost  wonld  be  a  mere  trifle. 

COST  OF  IMPROVEMENT. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  improvement  I  think  it  best  to  consider  the  amoonts  re- 
quired in  the  two  States  separately. 

Estimate  of  coit  of  improving  PoicelV 8  Biver  in  Tirginiayfor  high-vater  narigation  hg  JlaU 
boats,  a  distance  of  about  40  miles. 

Removing  ledges $100 

RemoTing  large  bowlders 5(^ 

Removing  small  bowlders  from  shoals 360 

Removing  rocky  points,  andcnttiug  leaning  trees  and  hanging  limbs.... .  1,000 

Removing  fish-dams  and  traps 200 

Removing  mill-dams 7a0 

Removing  snags 50 

Building  wing-dams,  500  cubic  yards 1,500 

Cutting  trees  and  grubbing,  for  landings 50 

4.590 


Estimate  of  cost  of  improving  PoioelVs  Biver  in  Tennessee  for  a  distance  of  about  120  mUes. 

Removing  ledges $1,430 

Removing  large  bowlders 1,320 

Removing  sm^l  bowlders  from  shoals 750 

Removing  rocky  points,  and  cutting  leaning  trees  and  hanging  limbs 540 

Removing  fish-dams  and  traps   280 

Removing  snags 250 

Removing  mill-dams 60 

Building  wing-dams,  3,520  cubic  yards 10,5^ 

Cutting  trees  and  grubbing,  for  landings. 200 


Summary, 


15,410 


Estimate  of  cost  of  iipprovement  in  Virginia $4,590 

Estimate  of  cost  of  improvement  in  Tennessee 15,410 

20,000 

Contingencies,  10  percent..., 2«000 

Engineering  and  supervision 2,000 

Total  cost 24,000 

RBSOURCES  OF  THE  COUNTIES  CONTIGUOUS  TO  POWELL'S  RIYXR. 

The  country  drained  by  Powell's  River  and  its  tributaries  is  rich  and  prodootive,  em- 
bracing some  of  the  finest  farming-lands  in  Southwestern  Virginia  ana  Noriheaatem 
Tennessee.  Wheat,  com,  oats,  bacon,  and  other  farm-products  are  shipped  annually  in 
large  quantities ;  not  less  than  125 flat-boats,  with  cargoes  valued  at  from  $800  to  |5,000, 
come  out  of  Powell's  River  every  winter  and  spring.  Pig-iron  is  shipped  ftom  the  Cnin- 
berland  Oap  furnace  to  Chattanooga  by  this  route.  Valuable  timber  is  found  on  the 
whole  length  of  the  river;  large  quantities  are  rafted  out  every  year.  Cool  is  Iband 
in  abundance,  but  no  effort  has  been  made  to  ship  it,  in  consequence  of  high  rates  of 
freight. 

The  following  table  is  made  from  the  census  returns  of  1870,  and  shows  in  part  the 
productions  of  the  counties  along  the  river : 


Counties. 

Popala- 

Wheat 

Corn. 

Data. 

Potatoes. 

Wool 

Lbs. 

91.800 

13.900 

15,300 

10.600 

19.000 

13.600 

TolMeea 

T.«A  VlrffiniA       

13.968 
7.148 
9  321 
7,e05 
7.445 
8.704 

Bush, 
81,600 
92,900 
33.900 
99,000 
18.400 
99, 90S 

Bush. 

368,000 

904,000 

905,000 

168,600 

197.000 

963.000 

BuOi, 
67,000 
41,300 
58,000 
69.800 
65.900 
73,000 

BusK 
18.200 
13,900 
15.000 

19.500 
99,000 

n 

9.978 

riAibonie        

4.897 

14,169 

Campbell 

8.909 

A.iiderfloi^     ...-.......>....■. 

15.5:8 

Totals 

53,491 

909,300 

1,335,000 

375,300 

81.000 

88,600 

53.061 

*  Not  given. 
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From  extended  inquiries  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  production  of  cereals  has  greatly 
Qcreased  in  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

REASONS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  x>eople  living  in  Powell's  Valley  are  literally  surrounded  by  monn tains,  except 
o  the  southward.  They  have  the  Cumberland  Mountains  on  the  west,  Wailen's  Ridge 
knd  Clinch  Mountains  on  the  east,  and  the  high  watershed  which  diyides  the  waters  of 
Powell's  River  from  those  of  Sandy  on  the  north.  There  are  no  railroad  facilities ; 
vagon  transportation  east,  north,  or  west  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and  they  are 
ibsolutely  dependent  on  Powell's  River  for  an  outlet  to  market.  Neither  Virginia  nor 
rennessee  is  able  to  undertake  any  plan  looking  to  the  improvement  of  the  river,  and 
ihe  people  have  helped  themselves  as  far  as  they  are  able.  In  the  present  condition  of 
;he  river  5  and  6  feet  rain-tides  are  necessary  to  enable  boats  to  make  the  trip  down, 
]ind  the  annual  loss  of  property  is  something  oyer  6  per  cent.  It  sometimes  happens 
that  only  two  or  three  of  these  boating  tides  occur  during  the  season,  consequently 
UQch  produce  is  left  in  the  country,  to  the  great  loss  of  farmers,  for  every  man  cannot 
t>aild  and  run  a  boat.  If  the  suggested  improvements  are  made,  boats  could  run  out 
3n  3^  or  4  feet  tides  with  less  danger  than  npw  threatens,  the  season  of  navigation 
would  be  prolonged,  and  advantage  taken  of  a  favorable  market. 

W.  M.  Gordon, 
Assistant  Engineer. 

^aior  Walter  McFarland, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


EXAMINATION  OF  CLINCH  RIVER  FROM  THE  MOUTH  OF  INDIAN,  IN 
TAZEWELL  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA,  TO  THE  JUNCTION  OF  CLINCH  AND 
POWELL'S  RIVERS,   TENNESSEE. 

This  report  covers  also  the  examination  of  the  remaining  part  of  the 
Clinch  Biver,  extending  from  the  month  of  Powell's  Biver  to  the  Ten- 
nessee Biver,  a  distance  of  about  106  miles,  ordered  by  the  same  act  of 
Congress,  in  the  clanse  directing  the  examination  of  Powell's  Biver. 

From  the  month  of  Indian  Creek,  which  it  receives  from  the  north,  in 
Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  the  Clinch  Biver  iiows  In  a  southwesterly 
direction  for  nearly  400  miles  to  its  junction  with  the  Tennessee  Biver, 
165  miles  of  its  conrse  lying  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  230  miles  of  it 
in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Powell's  Biver  enters  it  from  the  north  at  a  point  about  106  miles 
above  its  mouth. 

Like  Powell's  Biver,  the  Clinch  is  almost  surrounded  by  ridges  and 
spurs  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  which  render  its  valley  almost  in- 
accessible, and  the  general  characteristics  of  the  two  streams  and  of  the 
regions  through  which  they  flow  are  the  same. 

The  Clinch,  like  Powell's  Biver,  is  narrow,  crooked,  made  up  of  pools 
and  shoals,  and  obstructed  by  rocky  ledges  and  points,  bars  and  shoals 
of  gravel,  scattered  bowlders,  snags,  mill-dams,  fish-traps,  and  over- 
hanging trees. 

It  has  the  same  seasons  of  high  and  low  water,  the  boating  tides  oc- 
curring  only  in  the  winter  and  spring  months,  with  the  same  irregularity 
and  uncertainty  as  in  Powell's  Biver,  and  with  the  same  consequent  in- 
jury to  the  farmers  when  these  tides  are  not  numerous  enough  to  enable 
them  to  remove  their  entire  crops. 

The  valley  is  equally  fertile  and  rich  in  resources,  the  value  of  its 
farm-products  annually  exported  being  about  $2,000,000.  Over  150 
flat-boats,  with  cargoes  ranging  from  $1,000  to  $5,000  in  value, 
annually  descend  the  Clinch  on  boating  tides  of  5  or  6  feet.  The 
upper  part  of  the  river,  from  the  month  of  Indian  Creek,  in  Taze- 
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well  Goanty,  Virginia,  to  Nash's  Ford,  in  Bussell  Ooanty,  Virginia,  a 
distance  of  75  miles,  is  not  susceptible  of  improvement. 

Laden  flat-boats  have  passed  down  from  Nash's  Ford  to  Kingston,  on 
the  Tennessee  Biver,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinch,  a  distance  of  320  miles ; 
but  Osbom's  Ford,  in  Scott  County,  Virginia,  55  miles  fartiher  down 
and  35  miles  by  river  from  the  boundary-line  between  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee, is  regarded  as  the  head  of  high- water  navigation  on  the  Clinch* 
It  has  no  low- water  navigation.  No  part  of  the  river  can  be  fitted  for 
low-water  navigation,  except,  perhaps,  the  part  lying  below  Walker's 
Ferry,  in  Grainger  County,  Tennessee,  145  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Clinch.  It  is  possible  that  from  here  to  Clinton,  a  distance  of  74  miles, 
a  low-water  depth  of  1^  feet,  and  from  Clinton  to  the  mouth,  a  distance 
of  70  miles,  a  low-water  depth  of  2  feet,  might  be  secured ;  but  this 
question  can  be  settled  only  by  making  a  careful  survey  of  this  part  of 
the  river.  At  present  there  appears  to  be  no  necessity  for  any  such 
improvement,  even  if  it  be  found  practicable  to  make  it. 

All  that  can  or  should  be  done,  then,  for  the  present,  is  to  improve  the 
high- water  navigation  of  this  river,  so  that  there  shall  be  less  difficulty 
and  danger  in  bringing  out  cargoes,  and  so  that  rain-tides  of  3  or  4  feet 
may  be  made  use  of  for  boating  purposes. 

This  can  be  done  by  breaking  off  the  points  of  rocky  ledges,  blasting 
and  removing  the  bowlders  which  are  in  the  way  of  boats,  deepening 
the  channels  over  some  of  the  bars,  removing  fish- traps,  mill-damR,  snags 
and  overhanging  trees,  and  contracting  the  channel  occasionally  by 
the  use  of  wing-dams.  This  improvement  should  begin  at  Nash's  Ford, 
and  should  extend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Clinch,  320  miles. 

The  estimated  cost  of  it  is  as  follows : 

Nash's  Ford  to  the  boundary-line  between  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  90  miles ..  $14, 100 
Boundary-line  to  mouth  of  Clinch,  230  miles 81,  ISO 

35,230 
Contingencies,  &o.,  25  per  cent 8,805 

Total 44,085 

For  further  information  as  to  the  examination  of  this  river,  reference 
may  be  made  to  the  report  of  assistant  engineer  William  M.  (rordmi, 
which  is  sent  herewith : 

REPORT  OF  MR.  WILLIAM  M.  GORDON,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Having  completed  the  field-work  on  Powell's  River  July  14, 1  immediately  started 
for  the  mouth  of  Indian,  in  Tazewell  County,  Virginia,  to  begin  the  examination  of 
the  Clinch ;  but  the  floods  of  July  occurrinff,  it  was  not  until  the  9th  of  August  th&t 
the  river  was  sufficiently  low  and  cleaffor  the  work  to  be  oommenoed.  The  trip  down 
the  river  was  made  in  a  canoe  guided  by  two  men.  Clinch  River  rises  in  Taaewell 
County,  Virginia,  and  flowing  southwest  through  Russell  and  Scott  Counties  enters 
Hawkins  County,  Tennessee,  and  continuing  the  same  general  course  passes  throu|^h 
or  touches  Hancock,  Claiborne,  Grainger,  Union,  CampMll,  Anderson,  Knox,  and  Lon- 
don Counties,  and  empties  into  the  Tennessee  Kiver  at  Kingston,  in  Roane  County. 
Its  principal  affluents  are  Indian,  Bull  Creek,  Guest's  River,  Strong  Creek,  North  Fork, 
Svcamore  Creek,  Powell's  River,  Poplar  Creek,  and  Emory  River  on  the  north,  and 
Maiden  Spring  Fork,  Big  Cedar  Creex,  Copper  Creek,  Big  War  Creek,  and  Bull  Run  on 
the  south.  Many  smaller  streams  flow  in  m>m  either  side.  For  oonvenienoe  of  descrip- 
tion and  reference  the  river  may  be  divided  into  four  sections. 

Section  I  includes  that  part  from  the  mouth  of  Indian,  in  Tazewell  County,  to  Xash's 
Ford,  in  Russell  County,  Virginia,  a  distance  of  about  75  miles. 

Section  II  extends  from  Nash's  Ford  to  Osbom's  Ford,  in  Scott  County,  Yii^ginia, 
about  55  miles. 

Section  HI  embraces  that  portion  from  Osbom's  Ford  to  Walker's  Ferry,  in  Grainger 
County,  Tennessee,  a  distance  of  about  120  miles. 
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SeotioD  IV  inolades  the  Temaining  part  of  the  river  to  Eioffston,  about  145  miles. 

In  the  upper  portion  of  section  I  the  river  is  narrow  and  Bhallow,  nothing  more 
than  a  large  creek.  Receiving  the  Maiden  Spring  Fork  and  other  streams,  it  increases 
in  size  and  assumes  a  bolder  onaracter;  the  rail  becomes  much  greater,  the  bends  very 
abrupt,  and  in  many  places  where  the  river  passes  around  the  north  end  of  Copper 
Ridge,  the  water  dashes  over  the  ledges  and  down  the  falls  with  the  force  and  rapidity 
of  a  mountain-torrent,  entirely  precluding  the  possibility  of  safe  navigation. 

At  Nash's  Ford,  which  is  about  6  miles  nortn  of  Lebanon,  the  county-seat  of  Rus- 
sell County,  a  great  change  takes  place ;  the  river  becomes  broad,  the  pools  long  and 
deep,  with  little  current,  the  fall  on  the  shoals  moderate,  the  bends  are  gradual,  and 
for  40  miles  we  have  a  fine  stream.  The  first  obstruction  of  any  importance  is  *'  The 
Falls.''  This  is  a  ledge  of  rock  crossing  the  river  at  the  foot  of  a  large  pool ;  it 
crosses  at  an  angle  of  about  45°  and  has  a  fall  of  3  feet.  The  current  is  not  rapid 
either  above  or  Delow,  and  the  water  is  not  drawn  off  rapidly.  Persons  living  near 
told  me  that  during  what  would  be  called  a  moderate  boatin^-tide  no  great  disturbance 
is  occasioned  by  it.  It  can  be  easilv  improved  for  navigation.  The  next  obstacle  of 
importance  is  at  Hanging  Rock  Falls.  The  river  here  is  impeded  by  very  large  masses 
of  rock  that  have  fallen  from  the  clifib  on  either  side ;  the  removal  of  these  to  low- 
water  mark  would  make  it  entirely  safe,  the  fall  being  nowhere  abrupt  and  only 
about  2  feet  in  100  feet,  with  eddy^water  below. 

The  river  now  becomes  narrower  and  rougher,  having  Pine  Ridge  on  the  left  and  the 
Ball  Creek  Hills  on  the  right.  For  a  distance  of  4  or  5  miles  the  pools  are  shorter, 
the  fall  on  the  shoals  is  much  greater,  the  current  in  some  places  being  very  rapid ; 
large  bowlders  are  numerous,  and  rock-points  jut  out  into  the  river,  bat  there  are  no' 
abrupt  bends  such  as  occur  in  the  upper  river,  and  no  physical  conditions  exist  to 
prevent  its  improvement  for  safe  navigation.  Mr.  Samuel  Nash,  who  lives  near  Nash's 
Ford,  told  me  nis  father,  about  1820,  sent  from  that  point  two  flat-boats  loaded  with 
com  to  Kingston,  and  in  1824,  when  his  death  occurred,  was  preparing  to  build  four 
others  to  make  the  same  trip. 

Several  families  have  moved  from  Rnssell  County  to  the  West  via  the  Clinch  and 
Tennessee  Rivers,  thus  showing  that  this  portion  of  the  river  in  its  unimproved  condi- 
tion has  been  used  with  success.  To  Osbom's  Ford  the  river  is  in  good  condition. 
The  improvement  of  this  section  would  give  easy  and  cheap  outlet  to  a  large  and  pro- 
ductive portion  of  Russell  County,  now  practically  cut  off  from  market.    Osborn's 


tween  Copper  Ridse  on  the  left  and  Chestnut  Ridge  on  the  right,  and  is  known  as  the 
30-mile  Shoal.  The  river  through  the  ridges  is  still  wide,  but  not  so  deep  as  above, 
and  has  more  fall,  but  no  obstacles  of  a  serious  character  are  found.  After  passing  the 
ridges  the  river  widens  and  deepens  and  the  fall  becomes  less  to  Walker's  Feiry. 

from  Walker's  Ferry  to  Kingston  there  is  the  asual  succession  of  pools  and  shoals; 
a  greater  number  of  islands  is  seen,  but  no  very  serloas  obstructions  are  met  with. 

In  1845,  the  State  of  Tennessee  expended  |10,000  in  improving  Clinch  River  from 
the  State  line  to  its  month,  but  the  work  was  not  thoroughly  done.  Many  bowlders 
have  fallen  in  since  or  were  not  moved  at  the  time,  fish-traps  and  miU-dams  have  been 
built,  the  wing-walls  erected  have  been  washed  away,  ana  at  present  the  estlmatM 
amoant  of  money  could  be  very  profitably  expended.  In  1872  the  legialatoze  of  Virginia 
granted  a  charter  to  the  Clinch  River  Improvement  Company,  but  gave  no  muuey. 
Abont  $1,000  have  been  expended  by  the  company  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and 
much  good  has  been  accomplished. 

Only  one  mill-dam  was  found  between  Nash's  and  Osbom's  Fords.  This  is  at  Ruin 
Island,  about  2  miles  above  the  latter  place,  and  is  a  mere  loose-rock  strnctnre.  From 
Osbom's  Ford  to  the  Tennessee  line  there  are  two  mill-dams  belonging  to  George  Craft 
and  Claibome  Neelev,  respectively.  Craft's  dam  is  located  at  the  head  of  a  shoal,  is 
from  li  to  3  fSoet  high,  and  runs  partly  across  and  down  the  stream ;  It  supplies 
water  for  a  grist  and  saw  mill  built  abont  thirty  years  ago.  Businc  as  moderate. 
Neeley's  mill  is  a  small  sash-saw  affair  built  about  four  years  ago.  The  Clinch 
River  Improvement  Company  tore  down  a  portion  of  the  dam  two  years  ago,  but  last 
winter  a  boat  loaded  with  grain  was  lost  by  striking  upon  it.  Suit  was  instituted  by 
the  owners,  and  the  value  of  the  boat  was  recoverea:  another  suit  for  the  recovery  of 
the  value  of  the  grain  is  still  In  progress.  This  dam  is  very  dangerous,  being  built  at 
the  head  of  a  bad,  rocky  shoal,  wim  considerable  fall,  and  from  which  the  water  is 
drawn  off  rapidly.    In  Tennessee  two  small  dams  were  passed. 

The  obstractions  found  in  the  Clinch  are  of  the  same  character  as  those  noticed  in 
Powell's  River. 

The  same  classification  and  the  same  plan  of  improvement  may  be  adopted,  and  it 
only  remains  to  estimate  the  cost  of  removal. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


744 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 


Eitimateoost  of  imprwing  Clinch  River  far  jUi-hoat  naiHgation  at  high  waier,  firam  NaikU 
Ford,  in  Buseell  County,  to  Osbom^s  Ford,  in  Scott  County,  Virginia,  a  difttmee  ofabo^t 
50  miles. 

^moviDg  ledges $1,970  00 

Keinoviog  large  bowlders 2,630  00 

RemoviDg  smaller  bowlders  from  shoals ,. 5iJ5  00 

Removing  rocky  points  and  catting  leaning  trees  and  hanging  limbs 2, 660  00 

Removing  fish-traps  and  dams 80  00 

Removing  snatfs 50  00 

Removing  mill-dam 25  00 

Building  wing-dams 4,960  00 

Cutting  trees  and  grabbing  for  landings 30  00 

12,990  00 

re'imate  ofcoet  of  improving  Clinch  Rixerfrom  Oehorn^e  Ford  to  the  Tenneeeee  line,  about  35 

mUea. 

Removing  ledges $10  00 

Removing  large  bowlders 245  00 

Removing  smaller  bowlders  from  shoals 75  00 

Removing  rocky  points  and  cutting  leaning  trees  and  haiiging  limbs 10  00 

Removing  fish-dams  and  traps 30  00 

Removing  snags 60  00 

Removing  mill-dams 650  00 

Cutting  trees  and  grubbirg  for  landings 30  00 

1, 110  00 


Eetimatid  cost  of  improving  Clinch  Siver  from  the  Tennessee  line  to  Kingston,  about  230 

miles. 

Removing  ledges $650  00 

Removing  large  bowlders '. 1,200  00 

Removing  smaller  bowlders  from  shoals 150  00 

Removing  rocky  points  and  cutting  leaning  trees  and  hanging  limbs 100  00 

Removing  fish-traps  and  dams..... 900  00 

Removing  snags 500  00 

Removing  milf  dams 120  00 

Building  wing-dams 17,850  00 

Cutting  trees  and  grubbing  for  landings 250  00 

21,120  00 
Summary. 

Estimate  of  cost  from  Nash'H  to  Osborn's  Ford,  55  miles $12,990  00 

Estimate  of  cost  from  Osborn's  Ford  to  Tennessee  line,  35  mile^ 1, 110  00 

CoHt  in  Virginia 14,100  00 

Cost  in  Tennessee 21,120  00 

35,220  00 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 3,520  00 

Engineering  and.  supervision 2,000  00 

Total  cost 40,740  00 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  census  returns  of  1870,  shows  some  of  the 
productions,  of  the  counties  contiguous  to  Clinch  River  : 


Countiea. 

Popnla- 
tlon. 

Wheat 

Com. 

Oata. 

Potatoea. 

Wool 

Tobacca. 

Raasell,  YirginlA 

Scott,  Yirginia 

11, 109 
13,036 
15,837 
19,491 
15,699 

BxaheU. 
41,000 
53,600 
138,900 
78,100 
74,800 

BuihOi. 
906,000 
999,000 

466,500 
153,300 
504,600 

ButheU. 
GG,G00 
68,700 

119,300 
86.000 

119,000 

BuihiU. 
9,000 
13,000 
18,800 
90.300 
94,400 

Pounds. 
97,000 
94,  MO 
96.100 
16,000 
14.000 

Pomdt. 
17.  «9 
16,557 

Hawkins,  Tenneasee 

Grainger,  Tenneaaee 

Boane,  Tenneaaea 

19,379 

16. 6« 

350 

T.<oiir1nn    /haw  nnnnfv^ 

Total 

68.019 

386,400 

1,559,400 

435,000 

85,500 

107,300 

63,905 
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The  same  reasons  may  be  urged  for  the  improyement  of  the  Clinch  as  were  given 
in  my  remarks  on  Powell's  River.  Clinch  Valley  runs  parallel  with  Powell's  Valley, 
and  is  in  like  manner  inclosed  by  monntains,  and  all  produce  must  seek  a  market  by 
Clinch  RiTcr. 

About  150  flat-boats  come  out  of  Clinch  River  annually;  and  there  is  a  loss  of  about 
6  per  cent,  from  accidents.  A  large  number  of  rafts  are  also  brought  down,  but  even 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  lumber  produced  cannot  be  made  for  want 
of  proper  data.    Coal  and  iron  abound. 

W.  M.  Gordon, 

Assistant  Engineer, 
Major  Walter  McFarland, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


EXAMINATION  OF  CLINCH  RIVBR  BELOW  THE  MOUTH  OF  EMORY 
RIVER,  AND  EMORY  RIVER  ABOVE  ITS  MOUTH,  (FOR  THE  REMOVAL 
OF  BARS,)  TENNESSEE. 

Emory  Biver  is  a  small  stream  which  flows  from  the  north  and  enters 
the  Clinch  Biver  4  miles  above  its  month. 

Barton's  Landing,  7^  miles  above  the  month  of  Emory  Biver,  is  the 
head  of  navigation,  although  on  very  high  rain- tides  steamers  have 
sometimes  passed  up  to  Emory's  Gap,  4  miles  above,  where  the  Cin- 
cinnati Southern  Bailroad,  now  in  course  of  construction,  is  to  bridge 
the  river.  Above  Barton's  Landing  there  are  numerous  falls  in  the 
river.  Below  it  there  are  many  bowlder-bars,  with  from  6  to  12  inches 
of  water  over  them.  If  the  river  were  improved  by  giving  it  channels 
60  feet  wide  and  2  feet  deep,  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  make 
them  available,  to  construct  a  wing-dam  800  feet  long  in  the  Clinch 
Biver,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Emory.  Tha  estimated  cost  of  this  work 
would  be — 

Improviug  channels $10,500 

Wiog-dam  in  Clinch 3,600 

14, 100 
Contingencies,  &,c.,  25  percent 3,525 

Total 17  625 

There  appears  to  be  no  good  reason  for  undertaking  this  improvement. 
An  iron-furnace  was  constructed  some  years  ago  at  Oakdale,  with  a 
landing  on  the  river  about  5  miles  from  the  mouth,  but  it  has  never 
been  used — at  least,  it  has  produced  no  iron. 

The  valley  does  not  appear  to  be  a  very  productive  one,  and  such  pro- 
duce as  it  sends  out  is  readily  carried  over  good  roads  to  Kingston,  on 
the  Tennessee,  only  7^  miles  distant  from  Barton's  Landing. 

Ko  public  interest  demands  the  improvement. 

For  details  of  the  examination  of  this  river,  see  the  report  of  assistant 
engineer  W.  M.  Gordon^  herewith. 


RKPORT  OF  MR.  WILLIAM  M.  GORDON,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Id  connection  with  Clinch  River,  it  was  made  my  duty  to  examine  Emory  River 
for  the  removal  of  bars. 

Emory  River  rises  in  Morgan  Connty,  Tennessee,  and,  flowing  sontheast,  empties 
into  the  Clinch  abont  4  miles  above  Kingston ;  Little  Emery  is  the  principal  affluent. 
Barton's  store  and  landing,  7^  miles  a1^>ve  the  month,  and  about  the  same  distance 
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by  wa|;on-road  from  EiDgston,  may  be  considered  the  head  of  iiaYip:ation,  as  at  this 
point  there  is  a  fall  of  1  foot  perpendioalar,  with  numerous  shoals  and  falls  above. 
On  very  hish  tides,  steamers  go  to  Emory's  Gap,  4  miles  above,  but  the  river  is  narrow 
and  crooked.  Such  trips  are  not  frequent.  The  Cincinnati  Southern  Railroad  will 
cross  the  river  at  the  gap. 

At  Cooper's  Landing,  li  tniles  below  Barton's,  is  a  store  and  hotel,  with  a  few  scat- 
tering houses.  Oakdale  Landing,  half  a  mile  below  Cooper's,  has  a  store-house  and  one 
dwelling.  The  current  of  Emory  River  below  Barton's  Lauding  is  very  sluggish ;  in 
fact,  except  at  two  places,  it  is  hardly  practicable.  The  water  in  the  pools  is  from  6 
to  15  feet  deep.  Numerous  bars  rise  suddenly  from  the  deep  water,  and  as  saddenly 
disappear.  These  bars  are  composed  of  rounded  bowlders,  from  6  to  18  inches  in  disin- 
ter, though  near  the  mouth  mucn  larger  ones  are  found.  One  bar  is  200  feet  long,  with 
only  6  inches  of  water  on  it;  another  is  370  feet  long,  with  an  average  of  8  inches;  and 
others  from  20  to  250  feet  in  length,  with  1  foot  of  water  at  low  summer  stage. 

Ledges  of  rock  cross  the  river  at  various  points,  but  nowhere  approach  the  surface 
nearer  than  2  feet,  except  at  the  mouth  of  Little  £mery  and  at  a  point  about  600  feet 
below.  At  the  former  place  the  bar  is  of  stratified  limestone,  95  feet  long,  extends  en- 
tirely across  the  river,  and  has  only  6  inches  of  water  on  it.  At  the  latter  place  the 
bar  IS  140  feet  long,  and  has  a  channel  depth  of  18  inches.  My  estimate  of  coet  is  based 
on  giving  a  low-water  channel  60  feet  wide  and  2  feet  deep.  Should  greater  depth  be 
required  the  cost  would  be  largely  increased,  as  many  bars  and  ledges  not  included  in 
the  present  estimate  would  have  to  be  considered.  To  enable  boats  to  reach  the  month 
of  Emory  River  a  wing-wall  about  800  feet  long  would  have  to  be  built  on  the  shoals, 
below  Green's  Ford,  on  Clinch  River. 

Estimate  of  cost  of  improving  Emory  River  from  Barton^  s  Landing  to  its  junction  with  CJinck, 
and  Clinch  River  from  the  mouth  of  Emory  to  the  Tennessee  River,  to  give  2  feet  of  water 
at  low  summer  stage  11}  miles. 

Removing  ledges,  510  cubic  yards,  at  $10 $.5,100 

Removing  bars,  5,300  cubic  yards,  at  $1 5,300 

Removing  rocky  points 75 

Removing  leaning  trees  and  hanging  limbs % 

Building  wing- wall  in  Clinch  River,  1,200  cubic  yards,  at  $3 3, 600 

14,100 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent % 1,400 

Engineering  and  supervision 1,000 

Total  cost 16,500 

Emory  Valley  does  not  seem  to  be  very  productive,  and,  from  all  I  could  learn,  no 
great  amount  of  produce  is  shipped.  There  has  been  greater  activity  on  the  river  this 
season  than  usual  in  the  transportation  of  supplies  for  the  contractors  on  the  Cincin- 
nati Southern  Railroad,  but  this  demand  is  only  momentary. 

About  1  mile  from  Barton's  Landing  are  several  coal-mines,  having  a  tram-way  to 
the  river,  but  no  special  activity  was  observed.  Several  years  ago  a  large  iron-fuinace 
was  erected  about  4  miles  from  Oakdale  Landing,  but  has  produced  no  iron. 

In  view  of  the  fSact  that  the  whole  of  Emorv's  Valley  has  eas^  access  by  wagon- 
transportation  to  Kingston  and  a  market,  and  that  only  very  limited  interests  are 
involved,  I  cannot  recommend  the  improvement  of  Emory  River. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

In  your  communication  of  June  22,  above  referred  to,  I  find  the  following : 

'*  You  will  observe  that  in  the  instructions  relating  to  the  examination  of  the  Hia- 
wassee  and  Little  Tennessee  Rivers,  a  channel  depth  of  3  feet  at  low  water  is  spoken 
of.  This  is  the  depth  which  is  being  secured  for  the  Tennessee,  and  if  it  were  possible 
it  would  be  well  to  secure  it  for  all  the  branches  of  the  Tennessee;  and  this  yon  will 
please  bear  in  mind  in  making  your  examinations  and  report  upon  the  possibility  of 
securing  this  depth  in  the  Clinch,  Emory,  and  Powell's  rivers,  or  the  possibility  of 
securing  a  depth  of  2^  feet  or  2  feet,  or  1^  feet  at  low  water.  Report  also  on  the  prob- 
ability or  improbability  of  securing  slack  water  navigation  on  these  rivers,  and  whether 
it  is  worth  while  to  attempt  a  survey  for  this  purpose." 

My  report  on  Emo^y  River  covers  these  points  so  far  as  that  river  is  concerned. 

The  fall  in  the  lower  portion  of  Powell's  River  is  too  ^reat,  and  the  supply  of  water 
in  the  summer  and  fall  too  limited,  for  low-water  navigation,  and,  indeed,  I  see  no 
necessity  for  attempting  to  secure  it. 

From  Walker's  Ferry  to  Clinton  a  depth  of  1^  feet,  and  from  Clinton  to  Kingston  a 
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depth  of  2  feet  at  low  water  might  be  seoared ;  bat  this  fact  can  only  be  definitely 
determined  by  an  elaborate  survey,  involving  the  freqaent  ganging  of  the  river  and 
making  numerous  soundings  on  the  shoals. 

The  aocomplishment  of  any  plan  of  improvement  looking  to  this  result  could  only  be 
secured  by  a  large  expenditure  of  money,  and  its  necessity  is  not  apparent,  though  I 
was  told  that  large  timber  used  in  the  construction  of  flat-boats  is  oecoming  scarce 
ulouf  this  portion  of  the  river. 

Cbnton,  the  only  town  on  any  of  these  rivers,  is  connected  with  Knoxville  by  the 
Ohio  and  Knoxville  Railroad.  The  railroad  bridge  over  the  Clinch  at  Clinton  is  a 
simple  Howe  truss  of  4  spans,  two  of  150  feet  and  two  of  120  feet  each.  The  bottom 
chord  is  about  51  feet  above  low  water.    It  has  no  draw. 

Slack  water  navigation  could  be  secured  on  the  Clinch,  but  the  interests  involved 
do  not  seem  to  justify  the  expense,  and  I  see  no  necessity  for  making  a  survey  with  a 
view  to  such  improvement. 

W.  M.  Gordon, 
ABMtant  Engineer. 

Major  Walter  McFarlaxd, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


APPENDIX  Q. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  G.  WEITZEL,  CORPS  OF  ENGI- 
NEERS, FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1876. 

United  States  Engineeb  Office, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  July  12, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annaal  reports 
relating  to  the  works  of  river  and  harbor  improvements  under  my 
charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfally,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel, 
Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


Q  I. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  FALLS  OF  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

The  operations  on  this  work  daring  the  year  are  fnlly  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  my  assistant,  Capt.  A.  Mackenzie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  is 
in  immediate  charge  of  the  work.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  his  report : 

United  States  Enodteer  Office, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  June  30, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowinp^  report  of  operations  on  the  improTe- 
ment  of  tbe  FaUs  of  the  Ohio  River  and  enlargement  of  the  Louisvilie  and  Porthind 
Canal,  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Daring  the  year  1874,  tbongh  the  water  was  low  and  very  favorable  for  work,  but 
little  progress  was  made,  owing  to  the  small  amount  of  money  available.  During  the 
past  year  even  less  has  been  accomplished,  the  continued  high  stage  of  the  river  nav- 
ing  prevented  a  successful  prosecution  of  the  work.  The  work  proposed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  was  as  follows:  To  complete  the  rock  excavation  at  the  head  of  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal ;  to  complete  the  cross-dam  at  the  head  of  the  falls. 
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leayiDg  an  opeDiog  of  600  feet  on  the  Indiana  side  and  making  a  new  opening  of  400 
feet  at  the  head  of  the  middle  channel ;  to  close  400  feet  of  the  Indiana  opening  and 
the  entire  middle  opening  with  Chanoine  wickets,  thus  leaving  openings  in  the  dam  of 
1,000  feet  dnrine  high  water,  and  dosing  these  openings  to  200  feet  dnring  low  water : 
to  place  a  movable  dam  at  the  head  of  tne  canal  to  assist  in  flashing  out  the  river-de- 
posit ;  to  build  new  guard-gates  for  the  new  locks  and  for  the  head  of  the  oanal ;  to 
raise  the  masonry  around  the  gate-recesses  of  the  middle  gates  of  the  new  locks,  thus 
allowing  the  canal  to  be  used  with  a  higher  stage  of  water ;  to  improve  the  Indiana 
channel  on  the  falls  by  removing  the  worst  obstructions. 

Exoeptingthe  removal  of  600  yards  of  rock,  no  work  was  accomplished  dnring  the 
past  year.  Inuring  the  coming  year  as  much  of  the  above-mentioned  work  will  be  fin- 
ished as  the  funds  available  and  the  stage  of  the  river  will  permit. 

In  July,  1875,  in  anticipation  of  low  water,  all  machinery  was  gotten  ready  for  com- 
mencing operations,  but  a  rise  in  the  river  suspended  work.  In  August,  usoally  con- 
sidered a  low- water  month,  the  river  was  higher  than  it  had  been  daring  the  same 
season  of  the  year  for  thirty  years. 

Daring  September  a  little  work  was  accomplished,  but  hi^h  water  again  interfered, 
and  it  was  not  until  October  that  operations  could  be  in  reality  commenced. 

On  October  27,  after  the  coffer-dam  surrounding  the  rock  to  be  excavated  had  been 
made  tight,  the  interior  pumped  out,  and  the  rock  stripped  ready  for  drilling  and  blast- 
iug,  the  barge  Citizen  ran  into  the  coffer-dam  with  ^reat  force,  breaking  in  100  feet, 
and  injuring  an  additional  84  feet.  A  cross-dam  was  immediately  built,  snutting  off  a 
portion  of  the  interior,  and  repairs  of  the  broken  dam  were  commenced,  but  more  high 
water  prevented  the  completion  of  repairs,  and  after  removing  600  cubic  yards  of  rock 
all  work  was  suspended. 

During  October  work  was  commenced  on  the  extension  of  the  dam  at  the  head  of 
the  falls,  but  high  water  and  cold  weather  caused  a  suspension  before  anything  was 
really  accomplished. 

This  closes  the  description  of  a  most  unfortunate  season's  work.  Though  the  con- 
dition of  the  river  was  very  unfavorable,  mnch  more  would  have  been  accomplished 
had  it  not  been  for  the  damage  done  by  tne  bar^  Citizen.  I  reported  all  the  detailed 
facts  connected  with  this  damage  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  and  suggested  that  the 
matter  should  be  referred  to  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  investigation.  In 
January  last  I  was  notified  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  C.  G.  Wharton, 
United  States  distzict  attorney,  to  examine  into  the  question  of  damage,  but  as  yet  I 
have  heard  of  no  action  being  taken. 

Dnring  the  past  year  the  following  work  was  accomplished: 

Coffer-dam  built  and  filled 594  feet 

Coffer-dam  repaired  and  filled 221  feet. 

Coffer-dam  partially  built 184  feet. 

Rock  removed 613  cable  yards. 

The  cost  of  the  work  accomplished  has  been  greater  than  daring  previous  years,  bat 
will,  I  think,  still  fall  below  the  prices  propoMd  by  contractors  when  the  work  was 
advertised.  There  has  been  expended,  excluding  office-expenses,  commutation,  &c., 
and  inclndinff  all  labor,  cost  of  material,  &c,  ^,^4.94.  Of  this  amount  $336  was  paid 
for  work  on  uie  cross-dam,  and  $3,637  was  expended  for  work  on  the  ooffer-dam  pre- 
vious to  October  27,  leaving,  as  the  actual  cost  of  rock  excavated,  $3,921.94.  All  the 
work  so  far  done  on  the  improvement  is  in  good  condition  excepting  the  Sand  Island 
dam;  the  damage  to  coping,  &c.,  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report,  has  increased, 
and  in  time  the  neater  portion  of  the  dain  will  be  destroyed  by  ice,  ^c  The  riprap 
work  at  the  head  of  Sand  Island  stands  very  well.  Sand  Island  continues  to  change 
its  form,  increasing  dnring  high  water  and  washing  away  dnring  low  water,  making 
additions  to  the  obstructions  to  navigation  just  below,  known  as  Portland  Bar. 

The  earthen  banks  of  the  enlarged  canal  stand  verv  well,  though  the  Bermuda  grass 
planted  for  their  protection  was  entirely  killed  by  the  cold  winter  of  1874  and  1875. 
The  slopes  are  now  covered  with  ordinary  grass.  An  osage-orange  hedge  has  been 
planted  the  entire  length  of  the  canal,  and  in  time  it  will  replace  the  fence  which  now 
protects  the  banks.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  cominff  season  will  be  favorable  for 
work,  and  that  the  rock- excavation  as  well  as  the  cross-dam  can  be  completed.  When 
this  is  accomplished  the  entrance  to  the  canal  will  be  mnch  improved  and  the  stage  of 
water  will  be  better  during  seasons  of  a  low  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Mackbnzh:, 
Captain  of  EngvMcn. 

M^jor  G.  Weitzel, 

Corps  of  EnginefTS, 

There  remains  little  for  me  to  say  in  addition  to  that  which  is  said 
in  the  above  and  that  which  I  said  in  my  last  annaal  report  on  this  sub- 
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ject.  We  were  prevented  from  execating  the  plan  of  operations  by  an 
unprecedented  season  of  continued  high  water.  As  Captain  Mac- 
kenzie states,  several  attempts  were  made  to  commence  work,  but  they 
were  frustrated  by  rises  in  the  river.  A  great  damage  to  the  sea- 
son's work  was  done  by  the  barge  Citizen,  in  the  manner  stated  by 
Captain  Mackenzie.  I  recommended  proceedings  against  her.  These 
were  ordered,  and  1  do  not  know  why  there  should  be  any  delay.  This 
is  probably  better  understood  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Government 
than  by  us.  No  blame  for  any  of  these  misfortunes  can  attach  to  Cap- 
tain Mackenzie  or  any  of  my  employes  under  him ;  they  have  done  all 
they  i>ossibly  could.  It  would  be  the  most  extravagant  folly  to  carry 
on  any  of  the  small  amounts  of  work  that  still  remain  to  be  done  here 
during  a  high  stage  of  the  river.  It  is  only  the  finishing-up  of  a  project 
which  placed  the  enlarged  canal  and  new  locks  in  practical  operation 
over  four  years  ago.  It  is  contemplated  to  complete  all  the  work  that 
still  remains  to  be  done  during  the  present  season;  but  it  is  impossible 
to  state  the  f>robable  progress  that  will  be  made,  as  this  will  depend  en- 
tirely upon  the  stage  of  the  river. 

The  reason  why  this  work  has  cost  more  than  the  original  estimate 
was  given  by  me  in  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1874.  The  excess  in  cost  is  entirely  due  to  the  manner  in  which  the  ap- 
propriations were  made.  If  these  had  been  made  as  1  recommended,  I 
am  certain  that  I  could  have  built  the  work  in  three  good  seasons,  and 
at  a  cost  less  than  my  estimate. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  work,  as  stated  in  my  annual  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870,  was  $1,243,500.  There  has  been 
allotted  and  appropriated  for  it  as  follows : 

1868,  allotted $85,000 

1869,  allotted 178,200 

1870,  appropriated 450,000 

1871,  appropriated 250,000 

1872,  appropriated 300,000 

1873,  appropriated 100,000 

1875,  appropriated 100,000 

Total 1,463,200 

Of  this  amount  $1,373,450.70  has  been  expended. 

No  additional  appropriation  is  required  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  third  collection-diBtrict  of  Kentacky.  The  nearest  port  of 
entry  is  Loaisville,  Ky.  • 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  this  port  during  the  fiscal  year  was  $56,334.96. 

The  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  and  all  its 
branches  will  be  benefited  by  the  completion  of  this  work. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  available  July  1, 1875 -  $102,459  32 

Amount  expended  dunng  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 12, 710  02 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 89,749  30 


Qa. 


SUPERINTENDENCE,   MANAGEMENT,  AND    REPAIR   OP  THE    LOUISVILLE 
AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

On  the  1st  of  last  January  I  made  my  second  special  report  on  this 
work,  in  order  to  enable  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  )^ith 
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tbe  provisions  of  section  3  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  11, 
1874,  entitled  ^^An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the 
Loaisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company." 

In  this  I  gave  a  complete  rSsumS  of  the  work  since  it  passed  into  our 
hands,  at  the  risk  of  repeating  all  that  I  had  said  in  my  two  previous 
reports.  As  it  will  nndoabtedly  be  printed  and  added  to  this  as  a  part, 
I  will  not  repeat  anything  said  therein  excepting  to  renew  my  recom- 
mendation that  the  sum  of  $50,000  be  loaned  the  work  by  the  Govern- 
ment, to  be  repaid  from  the  tolls  when  a  sufficient  surplus  has  accumu- 
lated. This  sum  is  needed  to  place  everything  that  is  necessary  in 
working  the  canal,  such  as  machinery,  gates,  dredges,  &c.,  at  once  in 
a  first-class  condition,  and  thus  allow  us  to  operate  more  expeditiously 
and  economically.  I  also  respectfully  renew  the  recommendation  con- 
tained in  my  last  report,  that  barges  which  paid  full  toll  when  going 
down  loaded  should  only  pay  5  cents  per  ton  when  empty  on  the  return 
trip. 

In  consequence  of  the  continued  navigable  condition  of  the  river  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  canal  has  been  much  in  use,  and  receipts  have  exceeded 
the  expenditures  $18,836.16. 

There  have  been  few  complaints  during  the  year  on  account  of  delays 
in  getting  through.  Some  of  these  delays  were  unavoidable,  and  would 
occur  even  with  two  canals,  or  with  the  present  canal  again  enlarged. 
Whenever  the  river  rises  at  certain  times  to  a  certain  point,  there  is  a 
great  rush  of  coal-tows  and  other  craft  down  stream,  and  delays  are 
unavoidable.  But  most  of  these  delays  are  due  to  the  fact  that  my  em- 
ployes have  not  the  power  which  they  should  have,  because  the  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  canal  and  those  using  it 
which  I  have  repeatedly  recommended  have  not  been  enacted  into  a  law. 
My  assistants  are  almost  entirely  unable  to  regulate  and  control  matters 
when  there  is  a  rush  until  this  is  done.  In  the  mean  time  they  are  occa- 
sionally blamed  for  these  delays,  when  they  are  entirely  helpless.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  such  complaints  never  come  from  persons 
who  have  any  real  interest  in  the  matter. 


Financial  $tatement  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

HODthB. 

• 

Deposits. 

Months. 

Expend!, 
tnres. 

Amonot. 

Amount 

ld75— July 

13,990  96 
3,19«50 
3,899  67 
3.044  33 
8,453  40 

11, 434  33 
3,953  47 
1,303  51 
7.654  03 
9,630  93 

15,  305  01 
6,348  54 

1875-jruly 

Augnst - 

Augnst 

17.803  11 

September 

September 

3.683  51 

October 

3.831  91 

NoTember     ..  ...     ...... 

November 

4,066  17 

7. 138  IS 

1870— JannArv  ...................... 

1876— January  ...... .«...t. ........ 

3.551  53 

February -. 

February 

8,905  93 

Harch 

March.. 

3,  en  48 

April 

April 

«5  10 

May.:::::::;::;::;::::::::::: 

Mav. :...;:::...:;..:...:.::: 

7,704  78 

Jane 

Jane 

9,090  94 

Total 

Total 

78,103  64 

50.366  4S 

Cash  on  hand  July  1, 1876,  $28,017.19. 

From  Captain  Mackenzie's  report,  which  is  annexed  hereto,  it  will  be 
seen  what  has  been  done  during  the  year.  The  policy  of  gradually  im- 
proving and  renewing  the  working  appliances  of  the  canal  as  the  tolls 
accumulate  has  been  strictly  adhered  to  and  with  the  finest  results. 
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There  has  been  a  very  marked  change  for  the  better  in  the  whole  ap- 
pearance and  condition  of  the  work  and  a  very  vast  one  in  the  system 
and  regularity  of  its  management. 

keport  of  captain  a.  mackenzie,  corps  of  engineers. 

Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Office,        / 
Lauiwille,  Ky.,  June  30, 1876. 
Major  :  I  have  tho  bouor  to  sabDiit  the  following  report  on  the  superintendence, 
maDagement,  and  repair  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  the  nsoal  year  end- 
iDff  June  30,  1876. 

During  the  past  two  years  reports  have  been  rendered  semi-annually  giving  in  detail 
the  condition  of  the  canal  and  recommending  certain  extensive  repairs  and  improve- 
ments, but  it  was  not  until  near  the  close  of  the  last  calendar  year  that  the  surplus 
fund  had  sufficiently  accumulated  to  justify  any  large  expenditures. 

Since  that  time  much  work  has  been  done,  and  the  dredging  department  as  well  as 
other  necessary  accessories  of  the  canal  are  being  rapidly  pliu^ed  in  perfect  working- 
order. 

With  the  exceptions  hereafter  mentioied,  the  present  condition  of  the  various  por- 
tions of  the  canal  is  the  same  as  reported  December  31, 1875. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  past  year :  3,233  boats  have  been  passed 
through  the  locks  and  103,602  cubic  yards  of  sediment  have  been  removed  by  the 
dredges. 

The  mechanics  have  been  constantly  employed  repairing  gBtee,  boats,  bridges, 
machinery,  &,c.;  building  shops,  putting  up  engines  and  machines;  making  chains, 
straps,  and  bolts  for  gates,  and  generally  assisting  in  the  extensive  repair  of  dredging 
apparatus. 

The  lock  hands  have  been  employed  passing  and  docking  boats,  cleaning  off  ^ates 
and  walls,  grading  grounds,  making  concrete  for  and  building  foundations,  repairing 
mitre-sills,  storing  lumber  for  new  gates,  planting  hedges,  putting  up  line  of  telegraph, 
watching  and  caring  for  property,  and  assisting  the  mechanics  in  their  various  works 
of  repair  and  improvement. 

The  dredge  and  steamboat  forces  have  in  addition  to  their  regular  duties  been  occa- 
sionally employed  at  the  locks  and  have  assisted  in  repairing  8teamboa^dredges  and 
mud-scows. 

Under  the  head  of  permanent  repairs  and  improvements  the  following  work  has  been 
accomplished. 

The  mud-scows  have  been  enlarged  and  thoroughly  repaired.  They  will  now  hold 
38  cubic  yards  each,  and,  though  their  capacity  has  been  doubled,  they  are  much  more 
easily  managed  than  formerly,  on  account  of  their  superior  form  of  construction. 

A  new  huU  for  the  tow-boat  Walker  Morris,  built  by  James  Howard  &,  Co.,  of  Jeffer- 
sonville,  Ind.,  was  completed  and  launched  February  19,  but  the  high  staze  of  the 
river  and  constant  deposit  of  sediment  prevented  the  dismantling  of  the  old  boat  until 
June  3.  Since  that  time  all  machinery  has  been  transferred  and  thoroughly  repaired. 
The  new  boat  is  larger  and  much  stronger  than  the  old  one.  It  will  be  fitted  out  with 
force  and  wrecking  pumps,  and  be  ready  at  any  time  to  render  assistance  in  case  of  a 
fire  or  the  sinking  of  a  vessel  in  the  canaL 

One  dredge  has  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  machinery  added  for  raising  and  low- 
ering spuds,  thus  enabling  us  to  reduce  the  force  previously  employed.  It  is  expected 
that  the  dredge  in  its  comparatively  new  condition  will  do  more  work,  and  do  it  more 
rapidly,  than  formerly.    Timber  has  been  obtained  for  rebuilding  a  second  dredge. 

A  large  addition  to  the  carpenter-shop  has  been  built  for  a  machine-shop,  and  an 
engine  and  boiler  have  been  set  up.  The  shop  at  present  contains  one  circular  and  one 
swing  saw,  a  bolt  and  screw  cutting  machine,  and  a  drill-press.  A  50-foot  planer  and 
lathes  will  soon  be  added.  It  is  expected  that  almost  the  entire  cost  of  this  machinery 
will  be  saved  during  the  coming  year  in  ordinary  repairs  and  the  construction  of  new 
gates. 

A  large  fire-cistern,  holding  500  barrels,  has  been  built,  and  a  force-pump  connected 
with  it.  As  an  additional  precaution  against  the  danger  of  fire,  an  alarm-box  has  been 
placed  at  the  locks,  and  in  case  our  own  means  are  not  sufficient  a  steam  fire-engine 
can  be  obtained  in  about  five  minutes.  A  telegraph  line.  2  miles  io  length,  has  ^en 
established  between  the  head  and  the  foot  of  the  canal.  A  submarine  cable  is  laid 
across  the  canal  at  the  locks,  and  the  line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  office  is  placed  in  a 
trough  under  ground. 

An  osage-orange  hedge  has  been  planted  the  entire  length  of  the  canal.  It  will  in 
time  replace  the  wooden  fence  which  now  protects  the  earthen  slopes. 

The  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dry-dock  has  been  graded,  and  permanent  ways 
pat  up  for  the  building  and  launching  of  boats,  gaties,  &c. 
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Complete  maps  and  abstracts  of  title  of  the  oanal  property  have  been  obtained;  its 
metes  and  bounds  are  now  known,  and  comers  will  be  marked  as  soon  as  possible. 

Dnring  the  cominfi^  year  the  following  work  will  be  done,  provided  the  snrplas  on 
hand,  aftier  reserving  a  sufScient  amount  for  operating  expenses  daring  low  water  aes- 
son,  will  Justify  it. 

Dredge  No.  2  and  mnd-soow  No.  4  will  be  rebuilt ;  new  guard-gates  for  the  head  of 
the  canal  and  for  the  new  locks,  and  new  lift  and  guard  gates  for  the  old  locks,  will  be 
built ;  the  mitre-sill  of  the  lower  gate  of  the  old  locks  will  be  repaired ;  a  coal  eleva- 
tor, with  capacity  of  1,000  tons,  and  an  office  for  the  superintendent,  will  be  built. 

Additional  experience  is  constantly  developing  necessary  changes  and  improvements, 
and  it  is  probable  much  other  work  will  suggest  itself  during  the  year. 

The  surplus  funds  have  been  and  still  will  be  applied  to  the  permanent  repair  of 
working  parts  of  the  canal,  and  to  such  improvements  and  additions  to  machinery'  as 
will  promote  the  efficiency  of  management  and  eventually  reduce  the  annual  operating 
expenses. 

when  all  the  necessary  repairs  are  completed  more  attention  will  be  given  to  a  rad- 
ical improvement  in  the  methods  of  working  gates  and  bridges.  Many  plans  for  this 
work  have  been  already  considered,  and  some  definite  plan  will  be  recommended  as 
soon  as  money  is  available  for  such  improvements. 

Attention  has  also  been  given  to  the  important  question  of  removing  river-deposit 
I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  method  of  dredging  alone  ^ves  promise  of 
certain  success,  though  the  accessory  plans  of  sluicing  the  canal,  stirring  up  sediment 
in  locks  by  filling  through  side  culvert-s,  and  sinking  catch-basins  in  the  oottom  of  the 
locks  above  mitre-sills  to  remove  deposit  from  the  front  of  the  gates,  will  assist  in  the 
work. 

During  the  past  year  the  river  has  been  high,  and  in  consequence  a  great  number  of 
boats  have  used  the  canal.  The  receipts  have  been  much  larger  than  was  anticipated, 
amounting  in  all  to  (77,976.52.  During  May  the  receipts  amounted  to  $14,927.99, 1)eiDg 
greater  than  for  any  single  month  during  the  two  years  of  Government  management 
On  May  27,  4  steamboats  and  46  barges,  with  an  under-tonnage  of  16  979  tons  and  car- 
rying about  800,000  bushels  of  coal,  passed  through  the  locks.  The  tolls  for  this  day 
amounted  to  $1,384.60. 

The  continued  high  water  deposited  much  sediment  in  the  canal  and  locks.  The 
rise  of  August,  1875,  and  Januarv,  1876,  left  deposits  in  the  lower  chamber  of  the  new 
locks  of  11  and  7  feet  respectively. 

The  rates  of  tolls  remained  as  fixed  by  the  Secretarv  of  War  January  25, 1873.  A 
recommendation  made  in  December,  1875,  to  reduce  tolls  on  empty  barges  on  a  reiarn- 
trip  from  8  cents  to  5  cents  per  ton  was  not  acted  upon. 

During  the  past  few  months  the  number  of  employ^  has  been  slightly  reduced,  and 
it  is  hoped  further  reductions  can  soon  be  made.  Some  of  the  busy  periods  of  the  past 
year,  especially  heavy  coal  runs,  have  shown  conclusively  that  a  time  will  oome  when 
the  capacity  of  the  canal  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  river  commerce,  or  that  at  least 
delays  will  be  of  so  frequent  an  occurrence  as  to  cause  great  annoyance  and  heavy 
losses.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  canal  must  in  the  future  receive  a  second 
enlargement,  and  even  at  the  present  time  extensive  basins  at  the  head  of  the  canal, 
at  the  head  of  locks,  and  below  the  canal,  are  much  needed. 

None  of  the  recommendations  made  in  my  report  of  December,  1875,  have  yet  been 
acted  on,  and  I  therefore  renew  them,  and  ask  that  they  be  considered  a  portion  of  this 
report. 

I  append  tables  giving  details  of  expenditures  and  receipts,  number  and  tonnage  of 
boats,  and  other  statistical  information. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  officers  of  the  canal  have  dnring  the  post  year 
performed  all  their  duties  faithfully  and  well. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MaCKK2?ZIE, 

Captain  of  £iigineer9. 
Major  G.  Wkitzel, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 
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Detailed  statement  of  boats  passed  through  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30, 1876. 


Date. 


Steamboats. 


No. 


T7nder-ton- 
nage. 


Barges. 


Model. 


No. 


niider-ton> 
nage. 


Square. 


No. 


Measured 
tonnage. 


1875. 

July 

August 

September 

October , 

Xovember 

December 

1876. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June , 

Total 


46 
50 
101 
108 
106 
81 

40 
SO 
67 
96 
138 
129 


15,945 
13,998 
SI,  578 
20,805 
S7,436 
36*001 

14,494 
7,195 
21,360 
89,106 
43,358 
38,446 


6,859 
8.055 
8,133 
5.905 
18,020 
11,666 

5,567 
3,8l6i 
9,087 
13,656 
82,825 
16,465 


31 
63 
49 
36 
813 
S69 

39 
18 
178 
S49 
365 
187 


6,332 
13,897 
6.877 
4,714* 
43,605 
98,407 

10,689 
a.57(^ 
55, 819 
71,965 
102,100i 
30,479 


879, 116 


586 


129, 393* 


1,623 


441,3551 


1 
1 
7 
30 
85 
4 

6 
2 
6 
13 
11 
6 
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Detailed  statement  of  receipts  of  the  Louisville  and  PortUtnd  Canal  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30, 1876. 


No. 


Designation. 


Number  of 
tons. 


Price  per  ton  or 
boat. 


Amount. 


526 

1, 623 

102 


Steamboats 

Model  barges 

Square  barges 

Small  barges  and  steamers  . 


879,116 
129, 393* 
441, 3551 


10  cents  per  ton. 
10  cents  per  ton. 
8  cents  per  ton.. 
|5per  boat 


$S7,911  60 

12. 939  35 

35, 308  46 

510  00 


Total  receipts  from  tolls » $76,669  14 

Beceipts  f rom  rents 431  15 

Keceiptsfrom  towage 455  00 

Keceiptsfrom  dry-dock 420  96 


Total  receipts 77,976  i 

48  E 
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report  of  january  1,  1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  January  1, 1876. 

General  :  In  accordance  \vitli  yoar  instructions,  and  to  enable  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  section  3 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  11,  1874,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal  Company,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
superintendence,  management,  and  repair  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1875.  ^ 

|i^  At  the  risk  of  repeating  almost  everything  that  was  said  by  me  in  my 
reports  on  this  subject,  dated  respectively  January  1  and  June  30, 1875, 
and  which  are  printed  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1875,  as  Appendix  Qs,  I  directed  my  assistant  in  immediate  charge 
of  the  work,  Capt.  A.  Mackenzie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  make  a  full  and 
complete  report  on  the  subject,  as  if  no  previous  report  had  been  ren- 
dered. His  report  is  annexed  hereto,  and  forms  a  part  of  this.  It  is  so 
complete  that  little  remains  to  be  said  by  me.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
period  from  June  11, 1874,  (the  date  on  which  the  canal  passed  under  the 
control  of  the  Government,)  until  December  31, 1874,  was  an  exceedingly 
bad  one  for  navigation,  and,  correspondingly,  for  the  revenues  of  the 
canal.  The  deficit  during  this  period  amounted  to  $5,022.13.  But 
during  the  past  year  the  river  has  been  almost  continually  at  a  good 
boating-stage,  and  the  receipts  exceeded  the  expenditures  $20,416.13. 
The  receipts  from  June  11, 1874,  to  December  31, 1875,  therefore  exceed 
the  expenditures  by  $15,655.53. 

From  these  facts  it  is  evident  that,  not  having  experience  of  average 
years,  we  are  still  unable  to  recommend  fixed  rules  and  rates  of  tolls,  and 
we  need  the  experience  of  one  or  two  more  years  to  do  this. 

The  main  thing  which  is  needed  on  this  canal  is,  to  get  the  tow-boat, 
dredges,  mud-scows,  &c.,  that  is  to  say,  the  tools  with  which  the  canal  is 
operated,  in  first-class  condition.  It  would  have  been  economical  to  have 
done  so  a  year  ago,  but  Congress  failed  to  act  on  the  recommendation 
contained  in  my  report  of  January  1, 1875,  that  the  sum  of  $50,000  be 
loaned  the  canal  to  do  this ;  the  loan  to  be  repaid  as  soon  as  the  reve- 
nues would  permit  it.  As  a  consequence,  we  have  been  compelled  to  get 
along  as  well  as  we  could,  patching  up  here  and  there,  and  rebuilding 
only  when  we  had  the  money  to  spare.  In  this  way  two  new  mud-scows 
have  been  built,  the  tow-boat  is  undergoing  complete  repairs,  and  the 
other  tools  have  been  kept  in  a  partially  serviceable  condition. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  sum  of  $50,000,  as  recommended  a  year  ago, 
be  loaned  the  canal,  in  order  that  we  may  at  once  place  everything  in 
good  working-order.  It  will  be  economy  for  the  canal,  and  will  save 
the  commerce  of  the  river  a  great  deal  of  delay  and  consequent  loss. 

As  will  be  seen  by  Captain  Mackenzie's  report,  the  two  greatest  diffi- 
culties in  this  canal  are  the  immense  accumulations  of  mud  and  the 
weight  of  the  gates.  We  have  all  bestowed  much  study  upon  this,  and 
if  the  stage  of  water  next  season  permits,  we  intend,  as  it  has  received 
your  sanction,  to  place  a  movable  dam  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  and  on 
proper  occasions  flush  it  by  this  means.  But,  as  Captain  Mackenzie 
says,  this  will  only  be  an  important  auxiliary.  Two  new  dredges  of  the 
most  modern  and  approved  construction  are  imperatively  needed  to  re- 
place the  two  old  and  almost  worn-out  ones  that  we  are  now  compelled 
to  use.    With  regard  to  the  gates,  we  believe  that  we  will  be  able,  as 
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soon  as  the  present  ones  become  unserviceable,  to  replace  them  b; 
lighter  ones  of  equal  strength. 

The  walls  of  the  old  locks  are  in  considerable  decay,  but  I  believe 
that  they  will  last  during  the  life  of  new  sills  and  gates ;  and  we  desire, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  rebuild  the  latter,  so  that  in  times  of  a  coal-rash 
both  locks  can  be  used  to  advantage  at  the  same  time«  With  regard 
to  the  rebuilding  of  the  north  wall,  the  enlargement  of  the  dry-dock, 
and  the  rebuilding  of  the  old  locks,  I  can  only  say,  as  I  did  before,  that 
these  are  question  for  the  future. 

The  canal  since  it  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  Government  has 
been  faithfully,  honestly,  and  economically  managed  and  entirely  in  the 
Interest  of  commerce  by  my  assistants  and  empley^s.  There  have  been 
a  few  complaints,  but  most  of  them  were  false,  and  nearly  all  instigated, 
I  believe,  by  parties  who  are  anxious  to  get  hold  of  the  management 

Captain  Mackenzie  has  omitted  to  state  what  is  done  with  the  money 
which  is  collected.  As  the  collector's  office  is  about  3  miles  from  tlMe 
Government  depository,  the  money  is  deposited  only  when  it  reaches  the 
sum  of  $100.  If  the  daily  receipts  equal  or  exceed  this  sum  the  de- 
posits are  made  daily.  A  receipt  is  taken,  and  the  work  credited  with 
the  amount,  and  all  checks  in  payment  of  indebtedness  are  drawn 
against  these  deposits.  I  make  my  money-returns,  papers,  &c.,  for  it 
precisely  as  for  any  other  money  under  any  appropriation,  and  nnder 
the  title  of  ^^superintendence,  management,  and  repair  of  Louisville  and 
Portland  Canal." 

When  the  daily  receipts  do  not  amount  to  $100,  the  money  is  kept 
in  a  safe  in  the  collector's  office ;  and  this  office  being  a  part  of  the  col- 
lector's residence,  the  money  is  as  safe  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it 

The  suggestion  made  by  Oaptain  Mackenzie,  that  a  number  of  small 
plain  residences  be  built  near  the  locks  for  the  use  of  the  lock-hands,  is 
an  excellent  one,  and  as  soon  as  we  get  the  necessary  funds  I  will  ask 
your  approval  of  the  project. 

I  agree  with  Captain  Mackenzie,  that  the  question  of  the  right  of 
the  city  of  Louisville  to  obstruct  the  entrance  to  the  canal,  by  pe^mi^ 
ting  vessels  to  lie  at  its  wharf  below  Sixth  street,  should  be  referred  to 
a  proper  legal  tribunal. 

Captain  Mackenzie  enumerates  certain  things  that  oaght  to  be  done 
during  the  present  year.  We  have  already  authority  from  you  to  do 
several  of  them,  and  all  are  necessary.  I  therefore  repeat  that  it  is  of 
the  first  importance  that  Congress  should  authorize  the  Treasury  De- 
partment to  loan  us  $50,000  lor  the  "superintendence,  management, 
and  repair"  of  the  canal ;  this  eum  to  be  returned  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  receipts  will  warrant  it 

The  reasons  given  by  Captain  Mackenzie  for  not  reducing  the  rate 
of  tolls  during  the  present  year,  except  in  case  of  returning  empty 
barges,  which  paid  toll  going  down  loaded,  are  sound,  and  I  therefore 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  present  rate  of  tolls  remain  unchanged 
during  this  year,  excepting  that  barges  which  paid  toll  when  loaded 
shall  only  pay  5  cents  per  ton,  when  empty,  on  the  return  trip. 

I  desire,  also,  respectfully  to  urge  the  importance  of  enacting  a  law 
for  the  government  of  the  canal,  which  will  embody  the  rules  and  rega- 
lations  which  are  recommended  by  Captain  Mackenzie. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  of  the  work  for  the  calendar 
year  ending  December  31, 1875 : 
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DeiKwits. 


MonthB. 


Janoftry ... 
Febrnary .. 

March 

April 

May 

Jane 

July 

August 

September. 
October.... 
November  . 
December  . 

Total 


Amoontb 


$3, 141  25 
1, 860  68 
1. 939  CO 

10, 087  70 

12,  899  64 
7,551  71 
2,990  96 
3, 196  50 
3,899  67 
3.  044  32 
8,  452  40 

11, 424  32 


70, 488  65 


DisbnTMments. 


Months. 


January 

February... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

AujHist 

September  . 
October  . . . . 
November.. 
December.. 


Salaries. 


$3,330  00 


3,330  00 
10, 015  00 
6,728  00 
3,330  00 


Fuel,  sup- 
plies, and 
repairs. 


$389  83 


6, 842  00 
3, 693  51 
3,341  67 
3,625  75 
3. 522  83 


Total I    47,758  76 

I 


699  91 

5tK)  73 

107  12 

1,385  23 


961  12 


480  24 

440  42 

3, 616  13 


Amount 


$3,719  83 


4,029  91 
10, 595  73 
6,  835  12 
4,715  23 


7.803  12 
3,  693  51 
3,  821  91 
4.066  17 
7, 138  96 


8,660  73  56,419  49 


Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1875,  $15,665.53. 

I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chi&f  of  Engineers ^  U.  IS.  A. 


G.  Weitzel, 

Major  of  Engineers. 


rkport  of  captain  alexander  mackenzie,  corps  of  engineers. 

Office  of  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal, 

Louisvillef  Ky.y  December  31,  1875. 
Major  :  In  accordance  with  your  instmctions  I  bavo  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  follow- 
ing report  upon  the  present  condition  of  the  Loaisville  and  Portland  Canal,  with  such 
statistical  informatioc  as  may  be  of  importance  in  determining  upon  future  manage- 
ment and  in  fixing  a  rate  of  tolls  for  the  coming  year : 

PRESENT  condition  OF  CANAL  AND  ACCESSORIES. 

There  has  been  no  surplus  fund  available  during  the  past  year  for  permanent  repairs 
or  improvements,  and  the  following  details  are  in  many  cases  a  repetition  of  previous 
re^wrts : 

NEW  LOCKS. 

» 

With  exception  of  the  guard-gates  all  parts  of  the  now  locks  are  in  a  serviceable 
condition.  The  coping  of  the  walls  is  of  soft  stone,  and  has  been  injured  in  several 
places.  The  water  has  found  its  way  under  the  miter-sills,  washing  out  the  concrete, 
thereby  causing  some  of  the  stones  to  settle,  but  they  will  probably  remain  secure  for 
several  years.  In  time  new  sills,  built  of  harder  stone,  and  sunk  to  the  solid  rock,  will 
be  necessary. 

The  lift-gates  are  moved  with  difficulty  on  account  of  their  great  weight  and  the 
sediment  continually  being  deposited  in  front  of  them.  No  plans  have  yet  been  per- 
fected for  moving  these  gates  by  steam  or  water  power  ;  and  the  trial  of  horse-power 
has  not  been  made. 

During  high  stages  of  the  river  the  middle  gates  are  flooded  before  the  amount  of 
water  on  the  falls  is  sufficient  for  all  ascending  boats.  A  plan  for  obviating  this  diffi- 
culty at  a  small  expense  has  been  approved. 

The  method  of  filling  and  emptying  the  lock-chambers  through  the  gates  has  proved 
a  very  slow  one  ;  but  as  shown  in  previous  reports  any  change  in  the  system  would  be 
an  expensive  operation. 

OLD    LOCKS. 

These  locks  have  been  previously  reported  unsafe  ;  and,  althorigh  kept  serviceable 
dnring  the  year  by  constant  work,  they  are  really  beyond  repair.    Two  sets  of  lift-gatee 
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are  rotteu,  and  unless  it  is  determined  to  remodel  tfae  entire  work,  they  t^honld  be  r»- 
placed  immediately.  Tbe  lower  miter-sill  is  in  very  poor  condition,  but  can  only  be 
economically  repaired  during  low  water. 

BRIDGE  0\'^R  THE  OLD  LOCKS. 

This  bridge  was,  for  sake  of  economy,  improperly  located,  and  when  the  locks  are 
rebuilt  it  should  be  removed. 

DRY-DOCK. 

The  dry -dock  is  now  in  a  serviceable  condition,  but  it  will  only  accommodate  small 
boats,  and  its  gates  are  so  low  that  they  are  frequently  under  water.  The  present  size 
of  this  dock  is  sufficient  for  all  canal  purposes,  out  its  enlargement  would  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  river  interests. 

CANAL  BCILDINOS  AND  SHOPS. 

The  toll-collector's  house  and  blacksmith's  shop  are  in  good  condition.  During  tbe 
year  a  carpenter-shop  and  tool-house  have  been  built.  Such  simple  machinery  as  will 
enable  our  own  mechanics  to  make  all  repairs  should  be  added  to  the  shops.  An  office 
for  the  superintendent  has  not  yet  been  bailt 

The  hands  must  be  housed  near  the  locks,  and  when  means  are  available  it  will  be 
well  to  put  up  a  few  cottages  to  replace  the  old  unhealthy  building  which  they  now 
occupy.    A  reasonable  rent  can  be  collected,  and  will  pay  for  the  outlay. 

A  coal-elevator,  with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons,  would  permit  the  purchase  of  fuel  by 
the  boat-load,  and  rednce  the  prices  now  paid  materially. 

ENLARGED  CANAL. 

The  condition  of  the  enlarged  canal  is  good.  Its  north  bank  is  protected  by  a  stone 
waU  and  riprap,  at  present  in  a  serviceable  condition ;  but  in  the  future  a  new  wall 
must  be  built.  The  south  bank  is  protected  by  a  new  stone  wall  founded  on  the  solid 
rock.  The  earth  slopes  are  in  a  very  good  condition,  and  have  required  but  slight 
repairs  during  the  past  year. 

GUARD-GATES    AT    HEAD  OF  THE  CANAL. 

These  gates  arj  rotten  and  unserviceable. 

LIGHTS  FOR  CANAL  AND  LOCKS. 

Some  change  in  the  method  of  lighting  the  canal  and  locks  for  night-work  was  so}^- 
gested  in  last  report ;  bnt  consultations  with  the  captains  and  pilots  of  many  steamers 
indicate  that  no  change  is  required  at  present. 

TELEGRAPH  ALONG  CANAL. 

Authority  has  been  granted  to  connect  the  head  and  the  foot  of  the  canal  by  a  line 
of  telegraph,  and  the  work  will  be  done  early  next  year. 

CANAL-LANDS. 

No  deeds  or  information  as  to  the  boundaries  of  the  property  pertaining  to  the  caiAil 
were  received  from  the  former  management.  The  question  was  referred  to  the  United 
States  district  attorney,  and  under  his  supervision  a  map  and  abstract  of  title  were 
prepared  and  forwarded  to  Washington.  When  the  necessary  information  is  received 
at  this  office  the  survey  already  authorized  will  be  made,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
property  marked  with  iron  monuments.  This  survey  will  show  that  some  of  the  proD- 
erty  is  of  no  service  to  the  canal,  and  that  other  property  along  the  canal-banks  shonid 
be  in  the  possession  of  the  Government. 

cmr  SEWERS  emptying  into  the  canal. 

The  city  is  allowed  to  empty  its  sewers  into  the  canal,  provided  the  connections  are 
so  made  that  no  solid  matter  can  pass.  With  two  exceptions  the  law  is  observed,  bat 
if  the  city  does  not  see  the  necessity  for  a  change  very  soon,  some  means  most  be 
adopted  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  authority.  The  caaal  is,  at  times,  very  offensive,  and 
will  in  time  become  an  immense  open  sewer.  It  was  thought  last  year  that  the  drains 
from  the  paper-mills  and  other  factories  might  have  an  injurious  emct  on  the  gates  and 
walls,  bnt  an  analysis  of  the  water  shows  tuat  at  present  there  is  very  little  Sanger  of 
such  a  result. 
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CONTRACTS  AFFECTING  CANAL  MANAGEMENT. 

When  the  canal  was  enlarged,  in  aooordanoe  with  a  oontraot  with  tlie  city  of  Lonis- 
ville,  a  portion  of  the  sonth  bank  of  the  canal  was  left  without  the  protection  of  a  wall. 
rriie  city  intended  building  a  basin  adjacent  to  the  canal,  but  it  is  the  general  opinion 
that  no  action  will  ever  be  taken  in  the  matter.  The  wall  must  be  carried  across  this 
vacant  space  before  the  canal  can  be  considered  finished. 

A  contract  between  the  former  management  and  private  parties  gave  to  the  latter 
the  right  to  use  canal  property  and  to  construct  a  basin  near  the  railroad  bridge,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  coal  business.  This  basin  is  supposed  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  superintendent  of  the  canal,  but  trouble  has  frequently  arisen  from  a 
disobedience  of  his  orders. 

A  portion  of  the  city  wharf  lies  along  the  south  bank  of  the  canal.  This  wharf  is 
now  permanently  occupied  by  coal-boats  and  steamboats,  but  previous  to  the  building 
of  the  wing-dam  on  the  north  side,  it  was  of  but  little  service  to  the  city.  When  the 
river  is  high  and  the  water  is  running  over  the  wing-dam,  the  entrance  to  the  canal 

is  difficult,  and,  unless  care  is  exercised,  dangerous.    If  the  control  of  this  portion  of 

the  wharf  cannot  be  obtained,  the  only  alternative  will  be  to  raise  the  wing-dam  4 

feet. 

The  city  has  recently  granted  permission  to  private  parties  to  erect  a  coal-elevator 

on  the  canal  at  the  foot  of  Seventh  street.    This  matter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands 

of  United  States  district  attorney. 

DREDGING  DEPARTMENT. 

The  tow-boat,  dredges,  and  mud-scows  were  old  and  in  very  poor  condition  when 
received  with  tne  canal.  Constant  repairs  have  been  necessary,  and  it  would  have 
been  more  economical  to  have  built  new  boats  18  months  ago,  but  no  funds  were  availa- 
ble for  the  purpose. 

Notwithstanaing  their  condition,  the  dredges,  &c.,  have  done  valuable  service,  and 
have  succeeded  in  keeping  the  canal  open  during  the  past  year.  Two  of  the  mud- 
scows  have  been  enlarged  and  thorougnly  repaired,  and  the  timber  for  a  third  is  on 
hand.    All  the  work  has  been  done  by  our  own  employes. 

Extensive  repairs  of  the  tow-boat  have  been  commenced  and  a  new  hull  is  nearly 
completed.    Complete  repairs  of  dredges  must  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  following  remarks  upon  the 

STAGES  OF  THE  RIVER  AND  SEDIMENT  DEPOSITED 

will  show  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  dredging  apparatus  in  perfect  order. 

During  December,  1874,  the  water  rose  rapidly,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1875 
there  was  a  favorable  stn^e  of  water  in  the  canal.  From  the  3d  to  the  6th  of  January 
the  water  was  over  the  middle  gates.  During  the  entire  month  the  weather  was  very 
cold,  the  ice  in  the  canal  being  at  times  1  foot  thick.  Dnriug  a  portion  of  this  time 
navigation  was  kept  up  by  means  of  an  improvised  ice-breaker.  The  water  remained 
high,  and  on  the  28th  of  Februarv  again  nooded  the  middle  gates,  giving  navigable 
water  on  the  falls.  This  stage  of  the  river  continued  until  March  26,  when  boats  were 
again  compelled  to  use  the  canal.  During  this  hi^h  water  the  deposit  in  the  upper 
end  of  the  canal  was  about  2  feet  in  depth  and  the  deposit  in  the  locks  was  enormous. 

The  dredges  worked  day  and  night,  and  as  the  river  fell  slowlv  they  succeeded  in 
preventing  any  delays.  The  extreme  variation  of  the  water-level  m  the  canal  during 
this  month  was  nearly  6  feet.  During  April,  May,  and  June  the  sta^e  of  the  river  was 
very  favorable  for  the  canal,  but  in  July  it  commenced  to  rise,  and  by  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust the  reading  of  the  gauge  above  the  locks  was  30.3  feet,  and  at  the  gauge  below 
the  locks  5S.0  feet.  This  was  the  highest  stage  of  water  ever  known  in  August,  and  5 
feet  higher  than  the  usual  spring-doods.  When  the  river  commenced  falling  it  went 
down  very  rapidly,  receding  as  much  as  6  feet  in  twenty-four  hours  and  20  feet  in  one 
week.  The  deposit  left  by  this  rise  was  enormous.  Carefal  measurements  gave  the 
following  amounts :  In  new  locks,  20,629  cubic  yards,  being  11  feet  in  depth ;  in  old 
locks,  9,000  cubic  yards,  fiUinj^  lower  chambers:  in  canal,  24,000  cubic  yard!s;  making 
a  total  of  53,629  cubic  yards  m  the  canal  and  locks.  The  dredges  immediately  com- 
menced working  day  and  night,  but  the  river  fell  so  rapidly  that  on  the  17th  lockages 
had  to  be  suspended,  but  by  the  20th  thmr  were  resumed.  During  the  three  days  the 
locks  could  not  be  used,  fortunately  but  few  boats  desired  to  pass  through. 

Daring  September  and  October  the  river  remained  at  a  good  stage  for  light-draught 
boats,  but  toward  the  latter  part  of  November  the  usual  rise  commenced,  and  on  the 
29th  the  water  was  level  with  the  top  of  the  middle  gates.  December  1  the  river  fell 
slightly,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  month  the  water  has  been  at  a  favorable 
stage  for  the  canal.  Much  sediment  has  been  left  in  the  canal,  but  constant  dredging 
and  an  abundance  of  water  have  prevented  any  delays.    Several  methods  have  been 
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proposed  for  either  preventing  these  enormona  deposits  or  facilitating  their  remoral, 
oat  the  only  method  so  far  promising  certain  snccess  is  the  one  now  m  nse.  A  moTa- 
ble  dam  at  the  head  of  the  canal  which  will  permit  a  stronf|r  cnrrent  to  be  occasionally 
established  will  be  an  auxiliary  to  the  dredges,  bat  cannot  take  their  place. 

TIME  OF  LOCKAGE. 

During  the  past  year  records  have  been  kept  to  determine  the  time  occupied  in 
lockages.  It  varies  so  with  different  stages  of  water,  that  only  an  average  can  be 
given. 

When  the  usual  force  of  men  are  employed  and  both  chambers  are  used,  a  lockage 
will  occupy  about  an  hour,  or  if  the  water  is  high  and  only  one  chamber  is  used,  half 
an  hour  is  sufficient. 

With  an  extra  force  of  men  the  time  through  2  chambers  can  be  reduced  to  45  min- 
utes. The  opening  or  closing  of  each  gate  occupies  7  minutes,  and  the  rest  of  the  time 
is  required  for  filling  and  emptying  the  chambers. 

When  the  canal  is  clear  and  only  being  used  by  steamboats,  the  time  of  one  lockage 
will  j^ive  the  means  of  computing  the  daily  capacity  of  the  locks ;  but  when  the  canal 
is  being  used  by  tows,  there  are  so  many  delays  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the 
superintendent  that  no  computation  can  be  made. 

On  December  3  it  took  5  hours  and  45  minutes  to  pass  the  steamer  Sam  Brown  and 
16  boats,  carrying  about  10,700  tons  of  coal.  But  one  lock-chamber  was  nsed,  and, 
from  the  size  of  the  boats,  6  lockages  were  necessary.  Not  more  than  3  hours  were 
consumed  in  moving  gates  and  filling  and  emptying  chambers,  so  that  Sf  hoars  were 
required  for  moving  the  boats  into  and  out  of  the  locks. 

Frequently  there  are  as  many  as  4  or  5  tows,  with  from  15  to  20  boats  each,  waiting 
to  pass  down  through  the  canal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  passenger-boats  and  npward- 
bound  tows  are  pressing  their  claims.  Tows  cannot  pass  each  other  except  at  the  head 
or  the  foot  of  the  canal,  and  ordinarily  they  can  only  pass  steamboats  at  one  interme- 
diate point. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  with  the  best  of  management  and  perfection  in 
the  movements  of  boats,  occasional  delays  are  unavoidable. 

But  the  movement  of  boats  is  far  from  perfection.  Large  tows  have  small  and  fre- 
quently a  very  inefficient  set  of  hands:  it  takes  them  a  long  time  to  arrange  their 
boats  and  move  through  the  canal,  and  often  after  reaching  the  locks  no  means  are 
provided  for  removing  the  boats  as  they  are  passed  through.  If  it  is  foggy,  or  if  there 
IS  much  wind,  coal-boats  cannot  be  moved,  and  must  be  held  in  the  basin  at  the  head 
of  the  locks.  It  thus  happens  that,  at  times,  hours  and  even  whole  nights  are  lost, 
when  it  is  very  important  that  the  boats  should  keep  moving,  clearing  the  way  for 
those  coming  behind  them. 

During  the  past  year  extra  forces  have  been  employed  whenever  a  pressure  of  work 
demanded  it,  and  the  lock-hands  have  been  on  hand  day  and  night,  ready  for  any  boat 
that  wished  to  pass  through  the  canal. 

SUSPENSION  OP  NAVIGATION  BY   HIGH  WATER,  ICE,  ETC. 

During  the  past  year  the  canal  has  been  in  a  navigable  condition  272  days  and  closed 
93  days,  the  latter  time  being  divided  as  follows : 

Closed  by  ice  35  days.  During  this  time  a  few  boats  passed,  but  navigation  was 
virtually  suspended. 

Closed  by  high  water  54  days.  During  this  time  boats  could  nse  the  falls,  and  the 
canal  was  not  needed. 

Closed  for  repairs  and  dredging  4  days.  During  this  time  but  few  boats  wished  to 
pass  through. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  but  68  days  when  there  was  less  than  5  feet  of  water 
in  the  canal,  and  but  23  days  when  there  was  less  than  4  feet. 

NUMBER,  DESIGNATION,  AND  MONIHLY  PAY  OP  EMPLOY^. 

The  following  employes  have  been  necessary  for  the  superintendence,  management^ 
and  repair  of  the  caual  nud  accessories  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of  salaries 
are  the  same  as  during  the  first  six  months'  management.  The  number  is  the  same  as 
employed  before  the  Government  assumed  charge,  and  the  salaries  are  the  same  with 
the  exception  of  that  of  assistant  superintendent,  which  formerly  was  $250  per  month. 

For  general  superinUndence. 

One  superintendent,  per  month $250  00 

One  assistant  superintendeut,  per  mouth 150  00 
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Tw  collection  of  tolU  and  clerical  ieorle. 

One  toU-colleGtOF)  per  month 9^50  00 

For  manceuvenng  gateSy  turning  hridges,  ^c. 

One  lock-master,  per  month $95  00 

One  assistant  lock-master,  per  month 70  00 

Twenty-two  lock-hands,  per  mouth,  each 50  00 

Two  lock-hands  and  divers,  per  month,  each 60  00 

One  watchman,  per  month 50  00 

One  bridge-tender,  per  month 30  00 

For  repairs  of  "boats,  gates,  machinery,  ^c. 

One  carpenter,  per  month $85  00 

One  assistant  carpenter,  per  month' 60  00 

One  blacksmith,  per  month 80  00 

One  blacksmith's  striker,  per  month 30  00 

The  above  forces  work  day  and  night  withont  extra  pay.  The  lock-forces  are  not 
Tvorked  in  reliefs,  as  all  are  required  for  opening  and  closing  the  gates. 

When  the  locks  are  in  constant  operation  day  and  night  for  any  length  of  time,  a 
lew  extra  men  are  employed  at  the  same  rates  as  the  regular  employ<Ss. 

For  management  of  tow-boat. 

One  captain  and  pilot,  per  month $80  00 

One  engineer,  per  month 80  00 

Three  deck-hands  and  firemen,  each,  per  month 40  00 

One  watchman,  per  month 40  00 

For  management  of  ttco  dredges  and  four  mud-scows. 

One  foreman  of  dredges,  per  month $80  00 

Two  engineers,  per  month,  each 80  00 

Two  dipper-tenders,  per  month,  each 50  00 

Six  deck-hands,  per  month,  each 40  00 

Two  firemen,  per  month,  each 40  00 

One  watchman,  per  month 40  00 

The  steamboat  and  dredge  hands  work  during  daylight  and  Sundays,  if  required ; 
for  night-work  they  receive  proportional  extra  pay. 

The  monthly  cost  of  the  aoove  labor,  when  only  the  regular  force  is  employed  and 
there  is  no  night-work,  is  $3,330. 

During  the  past  year  the  cost  of  extra  labor  has  been  $545.57,  and  of  night- work 
$633.18. 

The  engineers  and  some  other  employes  on  the  steamboat  and  dredges  have  been 
performing  their  present  duties  for  a  long  time.  They  are  receiving  less  for  their  serv- 
ices than  IS  paid  lor  the  same  class  of  work  elsewhere,  and  to  retain  them  a  small  in- 
crease may  be  necessary. 

The  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent,  and  collector  of  tolls,  in  addition  to 
their  usual  work,  performed  the  duties  of  assistant  engineer,  overseer,  and  clerk  on  the 
work  being  done  for  the  improvement  of  the  Falls  of  Uie  Ohio. 

RATES  OF  TOLL  AND  CHARGES  FOR  DRY-DOCK. 

The  rates  of  toll  charged  during  the  past  year  have  been  as  follows : 

Steamboats,  10  cents  per  ton  registered  nnder-tonnage. 

Model  barges,  10  cents  per  ton  registered  under-tonnage. 

Coal-boats,  flats,  &.C.,  8  cents  per  ton,  measured  capacity. 

Steamboats  of  less  than  50  tons  and  flats  of  less  than  63  tons,  $5. 

Rafts  of  logs,  &c,,  measurement  and  rates  the  same  as  for  coal-boats,  (&c. 

Boats  belonging  to  the  United  States,  free. 

Use  of  dry-dock,  $75  per  week. 

The  above  rates  on  steamboats  are  the  same  as  fixed  by  Conffress  May  11,  1874 ;  the 
rates  on  coal-boats  were  increased  from  5  cents  to  8  cents  by  the  Secretary  of  War  last 
January,  in  order  to  make  the  rates  more  uniform.    This  small  increase,  which  has 
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hardly  been  felt,  has  increasad  the  yearly  receipts  $16,297.96.  The  castom-hoiise 
measnrement  is  taken  for  all  boats  having  reidsters,  and  the  total  tonnage  of  snch 
boats  bein^  abont  double  their  under-tonnage,  tne  rate  is,  in  reality,  about  5  cents  per 
ton,  carrying-capacity.  Coal-boats,  flat-boats,  &c.,  are  measured  and  their  nnder- 
tonnage  computed.  This  class  of  boats  will  carry  about  one  and  one-half  times  tiie 
amonut  indicated  by  their  measured  under-tonnage,  so  that  the  rate  for  their  carrying- 
capacity  is  abont  the  same  as  for  steamboats  and  model  barges. 

Examples, 


Class. 


Steamer  Monntaineer 

Steamer  Mary  Alice 

Model  barge  Mary 

Model  barge,  Mississippi  Transportation  Company,  No.  51 
Square  barge,  130  by  5M  by  74 


Total  tonnage, 

Under-tomiage. 

or  eaxryiag- 

or  tonnage 

capacity. 

charged  for. 

585.66 

356.a 

559.56 

94&-n 

706.60 

962.53 

'  1,019.30 

417.16 

4d0.00 

346.00 

At  the  present  rate,  the  toUs  will  amount  to  about  i  cent  per  bushel  of  coal,  |  cent 
per  barrel  of  salt,  and  6  cents  per  ton  of  iron-ore. 

The  following  examples  will  show  the  great  reduction  in  tolls  under  the  Government 
management: 


Class. 

Name. 

TTnder-ton- 
nage.      i 

Charges  nnder 
old    manage- 
ment. 

Presoit 
charge!. 

Steamboat 

Thompson  Bean 

Thos.  Sherlock 

996 
877 
390 
S39 
105 

$498  00 
438  00 
195  00 
65  00 
60  00 

199  60 

Do 

87  70 

Model  barge 

Rubicon 

39  00 

Square  barge 

130  bv  25  bv  7 

19  IS 

Produce-boat 

lOObyiiObyS 

840 

Under  the  former  management  a  distinction  was  made  between  loaded  and  empty 
barges  ;  and  I  think  such  an  arrangement  of  tolls  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  the 
present  system  of  charging  a  uniform  rate. 

EXPENSES  OF  SUPERINTENDENCE,  MANAGEMENT,  AND    REPAIRS,  AND    RECEIPTS    FROM 
TOLLS,  AC,   DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1875. 

The  total  expenditure  durins  the  past  year  has  been  $49,759.48.  Deducting  $3,192.61 
for  permanent  work  and  not  chargeable  to  yearly  expenses,  the  cost  of  operating  the 
canal  has  been  $46,566.87.  The  cost  of  the  same  work,  from  June  11, 1874,  to  Decem- 
ber 31, 1874,  was  $25,142.11,  or  at  the  rate  of  $44,986.25  per  year. 

The  receipts,  from  June  11,  1874,  to  December  31,  1874,  were  $20,395.53,  being 
$4,746.58  less  than  the  operating  expenses. 

The  receipts  during  the  past  year  have  been  $70,175.61,  being  $20,416.13  in  excess  of 
the  expenditures. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  comparative  monthly  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  past  year.  The  expenses  are  given  for  the  months  in  which  they  were  incurred, 
and  the  statement  will  therefore  not  exactly  agree  with  a  cash  statement  of  reoeipts 
and  disbursements. 


Month. 


January . . 
February . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auj^st . . . 
September 
October.... 
November 
December  , 


CoUections.  Expenses.      Deficit.       Suiplos. 


$3,015  35 
3,092  40 
1, 595  76 

10,2T7  44 

12,  935  48 
7, 447  07 
3,864  96 
3,406  61 
3,715  86 
3,289  33 
8,225  00 

11,380  26 


$3,760  58 
3.527  88 
3,856  28 
4,045  84 
3,872  40 

4.172  83 
3,817  32 
3,985  80 

4.173  75 
3,782  09 
4,299  77 
6.464  94 


$745  33 
1,435  48 
3,330  52 


958  36 
578  99 
457  89 
493  77 


$6.231« 
9,Q63  0d 
3,274  94 


3.935S 
4.915  38 
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It  will  be  seen  from  this  exhibit  that  dnrinj;  seven  months  of  the  year  the  expenses 
exceeded  the  receipts  ^6,993.34,  and  during  five  months  the  receipts  were  in  excess  of 
the  expenses  (27,409.47.  After  dedacting  the  deficit  of  last  year,  a  balance  is  left  of 
♦15,669.55.  ; 

The  period  from  June  11, 1874,  to  December  31, 1874.  was  very  unfavorable  for  navi- 

gation,  the  water  being  low  150  days  out  of  204.  On  ttie  other  nand,  the  present  year 
as  been  favorable,  there  being  but  23  days  when  there  was  4  feet  and  less,  and  but  61 
days  when  boats  could  use  the  falls.  During  August,  September,  and  October  of  this 
year,  usually  low-water  months,  the  river  was  high  and  navigation  lively. 

The  principal  income  of  the  canal  is  from  boats  carrying  coal  from  Pittsburgh,  salt 
from  the  Kanawha,  and  iron-ore  from  Missouri  and  the  Tennessee  River. 

The  boats  of  this  description  passing  throogh  the  canal  during  the  past  year  have 
been  as  follows : 

Coal-boats  carrying  about  7,866,650  bushels  of  coal. 

Barges  carrying  about  60,000  barrels  salt. 

Barges  carrying  about  79,177  tons  iron-ore. 

These  coal-boats  start  npon  a  rising  river,  and  generally  reach  Louisville  in  about  5  or 
€  days.  If  there  is  sufficient  water  they  pass  over  the  fails,  and  the  whole  income  from 
this  source  is  lost. 

During  last  Angnst  most  of  the  coal-tows  passed  over  the  falls  safely,  but  during 
November  and  December  the  stage  of  the  river  necessitated  the  use  of  the  canal.  Had 
there  been  1  foot  more  water  all  the  canal-boats,  which  added  about  $5,500  to  the  yearly 
receipts,  wonld  have  passed  over  the  falls. 

These  facts,  as  well  as  the  following  comparisons  of  tonnage  through  the  canal  dur- 
ing the  latter  halves  of  the  years  1874  and  1875,  will  show  that  no  very  accurate  esti- 
mate of  receipts  can  be  made  until  the  business  of  several  years  can  be  compared. 


Tonnage. 

July. 

Angnst. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December . 

1674 

16,204 
29,036 

45,970 
35,950 

14,395 
36,587 

16,999 
30.834 

21,989 
39,061 

191  278 

1875 

130, 074 

Judging  from  past  experience,  and  supposing  that  the  coming  year  will  be  an  aver- 
age of  the  two  past,  the  present  rate  or  tolls  will  secnre  a  sufficient  income  for  the 
superintendence,  management,  and  ordinary  repairs,  and  will  give  a  small  surplus. 
But  as  gates,  boats,  &.C.,  are  perishable,  every  few  years  a  larger  outlay  than  usual 
vrill  be  necessary,  and  the  expenses  of  the  past  year  cannot  be  tafen  as  a  sample  for  all 
years  to  come.  The  necessary  work  projected  for  next  year  will  absorb  all  the  surplus 
now  on  hand,  all  that  may  be  gained  during  the  coming  year,  and  then  not  be  com- 
pleted. 

A  more  detailed  statement  of  receipts  is  annexed  to  this  report. 

The  great  number  of  boats,  and  the  amount  of  the  tonnage,  which,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, is  far  below  the  carrying-capacity,  will  show  how  greatly  commerce  has 
been  benefited  by  the  enlargement  of  the  canal. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  is  also  appended.  These  expenses  are  divided 
between  lockage  department,  dredging  department,  and  permanent  improvements. 
The  item  of  repairs  in  both  departments  is  very  large,  and  this  expense  might  have 
been  reduced  had  sufficient  funds  been  available  12  or  18  months  ago  for  rebuilding 
worn-out  boats,  &.C.,  rather  than  resorting  to  constant  patchwork. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  expense  of  removing  the  river-deposit  has  been  more  than 
one-third  of  the  operating  expenses  of  the  canal,  and  this  deposit  not  only  entails  the 
expense  of  removing  it,  but  adds  immensely  to  the  difficulties  of  opening  and  closing 
the  gates,  and  renders  necessary  the  large  force  employed  upon  the  locks. 

In  fact,  the  expenses  of  managing  this  canal  cannot  be  compared  with  the  expenses  of 
other  canals,  for  there  is  none  in  this  country,  or  in  the  world,  in  which  the  gates  are 
so  large  and  so  heavy,  and  where,  at  the  same  time,  a  single  freshet  will  almost  fill  the 
lock-chamber  with  sediment. 


WORK  ACCOMPLISHED    DURING    PAST  YEAR    BY  EMPLOYES,  STEAMBOAT,  DREDGES,  AC. 

In  addition  to  constant  repairs  to  boats,  gates,  bridges,  buildings,  tools,  &c.,  the  me- 
chanics have  built  and  made  one  carpenter-shop,  20  by  50,  and  shed,  15  by  50 ;  two 
watch-houses  for  old  locks ;  two  mud-scows,  22  by  50  by  6,  with  a  capacity  of  38  cubic 
vards  each  ;  one  spud  and  one  dipper-handle  for  dredges ;  one  hoisting-chain  185  feet 
long,  and  one  turn-table  chain  for  dredges ;  four  pinions  and  sheeves  for  dredges ;  four 
gate-chains  for  new  locks,  total  length  464  feet ;  two  friction-rollers  for  well-holes  of 
new  locks. 
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The  lock-handS)  in  addition  to  grading  and  repairing  slopes  and  general  work  around 
buildings  and  grounds,  haye  passed  through  the  locks  2,280  vessels,  requiring  1,401 
lockages.  They  have  opened  and  closed  the  gates  8,406  times,  and  merely  in  turning 
the  capstans  and  moving  from  one  gate  to  another  each  man  has  traveled  about  2,604.85 
miles,  or  an  average  of  7.14  miles  per  day. 

The  steamboat  and  dredges  have  worked  215  days  during  the  year,  and  have  removed 
90,488  cnbic  yards  of  sediment.  The  tow-boat,  while  towing  out  the  scows,  has  ran 
1,863.5  miles. 

The  office- work  has  been  as  follows : 

The  superintendent,  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties,  has  prepared  all  plans,  &e.,  for 
gates,  boats,  shops,  &c. 

The  collector  of  tolls  has,  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties  of  collecting  and  depos- 
iting tolls,  performed  the  duties  of  clerk,  kept  the  records  of  the  office,  and  made  the 
various  reports  required. 

Daily  readings  of  gauges  have  been  taken  above  and  below  the  locks,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  comparmg  the  relative  variation  in  the  water-level  above  and  below  the  falls. 
Records  have  been  kept  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  at  characteristic  points  of  the 
river,  in  order  to  determine  the  time  rises  in  the  upper  rivers  will  reach  Louisville, 
and  predict  what  stage  of  water  may  be  expected  in  the  canal. 

Samples  of  the  river-water  have  been  collected  daily  to  determine  the  amount  of 
sediment  it  contains. 

The  canal-water  and  the  emptyings  of  the  city  sewers  have  been  analyzed  to  deter- 
mine whether  any  injury  to  the  iron  and  wood  of  the  gates  and  to  the  walls  may  be 
expected  from  these  sources. 

In  addition  to  the  canal-work,  all  estimates  and  clerical  work  pertaining  to  the 
'^  improvement  of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  "  have  been  attended  to  in  this  office. 

WORK  PROJECTED  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR,  WITH  ESTIMATE  OF  COST. 

The  following  necessary  work  should  be  done  during  the  coming  year,  or  at  least  so 
much  of  it  as  the  means  made  available  will  permit. 

Managementf  euperintendencef  ^c,  of  canal. 

Pay-roll  of  employes $39,960  00 

Extra  pay  and  night-work 1,178  73 

Ordinary  repairs,  purchases,  &o 5,428  12 

Total 46,566  87 

Two  new  mad-scows $883  29 

Guard-gates  at  head  of  canal 8,000  00 

Guard-gates  at  new  locks 16,000  00 

Repairing  tow-boat 7,303  83 

Repairing  two  dredges 8,000  00 

Two  sets  of  gates  for  old  locks 6,000  00 

Applying  horse-power  at  new  locks 3,000  00 

Office  for  superintendent 800  00 

Cistern  and  additional  fire-apparatus 2,000  00 

Telegraph  between  head  and  foot  of  canal * 500  00 

Survey  of  land  and  marking  boundaries 1,000  00 

Raising  masonry  around  gate-recesses  of  middle  gates  of  new  locks 5, 000  00 

Repairing  miter-sills  of  old  locks 600  00 

Machinery,  lathe,  saw,  &,q 1,000  00 

Total 60,087  14 

KECcssrriEs  for  a  surplus -fund. 

The  preceding  recapitulation  of  work  shows  the  immediate  necessity  for  a  fund  with 
which  all  the  accessories  of  the  canal  can  be  placed  in  a  perfect  condition.  Some  of 
this  work  is  of  a  permanent  nature,  while  other  portions  will  again  require  attention 
in  a  few  years.  The  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  oanal  shows  much  work,  such  as 
repairing,  coping,  and  miter-sills  of  new  locks,  addine  side-culverts  for  filling  cham- 
bers, new  wall  on  north  bank  of  canal,  completing  wall  on  the  south  bank,  rebuilding 
old  locks,  enlarging  dry-dock,  &.C.,  which,  though  not  of  immediate  necessity,  most 
have  attention  in  the  future. 

An  increased  commerce  may  require  farther  enlargements,  &.c. 

If  all  such  work  is  to  be  paid  for  bv  appropriation,  a  snrplus-fuud  which  will  insure 
the  payment  of  employes  during  dull  months  and  provide  fpr  accidents  is  «ufficieut> 
but  if  the  canal  is  to  be  self-sustaining  a  large  fund  must  be  allowed  to  accumulate. 
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CONCLUSION  AND  RBCOM3fENDATIONS. 

la  my  opinion  a  still  lonocer  time  shoald  be  allowed  before  deciding  definitely  upon 
tlie  future  management.  The  present  condition  of  the  canal  requires  a  certain  system, 
liut  Tv^hen  the  work  recommended  is  carried  oat,  the  condition  will  be  somewhat  changed, 
a.tid  it  is  possible  that  in  the  fiitare  the  management  can  be  simplified,  the  expenses 
redaced,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  canal  still  preserved. 

I  Tvonld  respectfally  recommend  that  for  the  following  year  the  present  system  of 
superiDtendence  and  management  be  continued. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  present  rate  of  tolls  be  continued  with  the  follow- 
ing exceptions :  That  all  barges  and  flat-boats  passing  through  the  canal  loaded,  shall, 
-when  returning  empty,  be  charged  but  5  cents  per  ton.  This  will  slightly  reduce  the 
receipts,  but  I  think  the  change  will  make  the  rates  more  just,  and  will  be  gladly  wel- 
comed by  the  boatincr  interests. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  Congress  be  asked  for  a  loan  of  $50,000,  which,  with 
the  surplus  now  on  hand,  will  complete  the  much-needed  repairs  previously  referred  to. 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  question  of  iurisdiction  at  the  head  of  the  canal 
be  investigated  and  a  legal  opinion  given  as  to  the  rights  of  the  superintendent  in 
case  in  his  opinion  the  occupancy  of  tne  wharf  interferes  with  navigation  or  renders  it 
difficult  or  dangerous.  When  an  occasion  arises  requiring  action,  life  and  property 
may  be  at  stake  and  there  would  be  no  time  for  prolonged  legal  action. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  surveyors  of  customs  measuring  and  remeasur- 
ing  vessels  liable  to  use  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  be  again  requested  to  furnish 
the  result  of  said  measurement  to  the  collector  of  tolls.  Lists  of  boats  registered  in  the 
different  districts  have  frequently  been  asked  for,  and  but  few  have  been  received. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that,  if  possible,  the  time  for  reporting  upon  receipts 
and  expenditures,  fixed  by  section  3,  act  of  May  11, 1874,  be  so  changed  as  to  allow 
more  time  between  the  close  of  the  year  and  the  report.  The  first  Mondav  in  January 
-was  evidently  selected  on  account  of  its  being  the  day  upon  which  annual  meetings  of 
the  former  management  were  held.  But  these  meetings  were  held  in  Louisville  and 
all  required  information  could  easily  be  prepared  in  the  time  allowed ;  now  that  the 
reports  must  go  to  Washington,  the  time  is  not  sufficient. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  some  action  be  taken  as  soon  as  ^ssible  upon  the 
rebuilding  of  the  old  locks  and  the  enlarg^ement  of  the  dry-dock.  It  is  almost  a  waste 
of  money  to  patch  up  the  old  locks;  but  if  no  action  is  taken,  certain  repairs  must  be 
made.  The  question  of  enlarging  the  dry-dock  is  more  one  of  policy  than  of  engi- 
neering, but  tne  advantages  to  the  boating  interests  are  so  evident,  that  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  it. 

I  would  respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  action  upon  the  rules  and  regulations  pro- 
posed in  the  report  of  last  December,  and  again  appended  to  this  report.  If  adopted, 
instructions  should  be  given  as  to  how  they  are  to  be  enforced.  To  manage  the  canal 
properly,  and  deal  justly  with  the  various  parties  using  it,  requires  prompt  action  in 
case  of  disputes,  &c. ;  and  if  the  superintendent  is  to  be  held  responsible  for  delays,  he 
must  have  the  power  to  enforce  his  orders,  and  must  be  able  to  exercise  this  power 
without  going  into  long  legal  proceedings. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent,  toll- 
collector,  and  all  other  employ^,  deserve  ereat  credit  for  the  faithful  and  fearless  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties  during  the  past  year.  By  intelligence, 
energy,  ingenuity,  and  strict  attention  to  duty,  they  nave  overcome  many  difficulties, 
and  nave  preserved  the  canal  in  a  high  state  of  efflcioncy. 

Dealing  justice  to  all  has  occasionally  brought  forth  complaints,  bnt  in  no  instance 
have  such  complaints  been  founded  on  facts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Mackenzie, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 
Major  G.  Weitzel, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A. 


RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  LOUISVILLE  AND  PORTLAND 
CANAL,  AND  THOSE  USING  IT. 

1.  The  movement  of  all  boats  and  floating  things  in  the  canal  and  the  locks  shall 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  or  his  anthorizeds  sistants. 

2.  When  two  or  more  boats  or  tows  are  waiting  to  enter  the  canal,  either  from 
above  or  from  below,  the  superintendent  shall  have  authority  to  designate  the  time 
and  order  of  their  entering ;  and  no  boats  or  tows  shall  enter  the  canal  without  his 
aotbority. 

3.  No  boat  shall  tie  up  along  the  bank  of  the  canal,  or  in  any  way  obstruct  the  canal, 
or  delay  entering  or  leaving  the  locks  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  proper  authority.       i 
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4.  All  boats  meetine  in  the  canal  shall  pass  to  the  right ;  and  i^hen  the  passage  is 
too  narrow,  the  ascending  boat  shall  move  into  a  turn-oat  basin,  unless  the  descending 
boat  is  much  nearer  to  it. 

5.  Ordinarily  boats  and  tows,  arriving  first  at  the  locks,  shall  have  the  preference  in 
passing ;  but  in  all  cases,  boats  and  barges  belonging  to  the  United  Stat^,  and  em- 
ployed upon  the  work,  shall  have  the  precedence  over  all  others ;  and  steam  or  passen- 
ger boats  shall  have  the  precedence  over  heavy  tows;  and  loaded  tows  shall  have  the 
precedence  over  empty  tows. 

6.  No  boat  shall  run  alongside  of  any  other  boat  so  as  to  wedge  in  the  canal,  nor 
shall  any  boat,  when  approaching  the  locks,  attempt  to  pass  another  boat  when  within 
800  feet  of  the  locks. 

7.  No  boat  shall  enter  the  canal  or  the  locks  whose  actual  draught  exceeds  the  depth 
of  the  water  in  the  canal,  as  shown  by  the  gauge  at  the  head. 

8.  All  boats  waiting  for  lockage  must  be  kept  in  the  basin  above  the  locks,  or  beyond 
the  breast-wall  below  the  locks,  and  not  in  any  way  obstruct  the  channel  until  their 
time  comes  for  entering  the  locks. 

9.  All  boats,  &c.,  arriving  at  the  locks  and  not  taking  advantage  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  pass  shall  lose  their  turn. 

10.  Any  unnecessary  delay  in  the  locks  or  the  canal,  or  the  violation  of  any  lawfal 
order  of  the  superintendent,  shall  be  construed  as  obstructing  the  free  navigation  of 
the  canal. 

11.  All  boats,  when  in  the  locks,  shall  fasten  their  bow  and  stem  lines  to  the  stn^M 
or  snubbing-posts  on  the  walls  or  banks  of  the  locks  until  the  chamber  is  filled  or 
emptied.  They  shall  also  be  provided  with  fenders,  to  be  used  when  striking  any  part 
of  the  locks. 

12.  No  boat  shall  strike  any  bridge,  gate,  breast- wall,  stay-chain,  or  any  part  oftiie 
locks  liable  to  be  injured. 

13.  All  boats  using  the  canal  shall  be  free  from  projecting  irons  or  rough  snrfaco 
that  would  be  liable  to  damage  the  walls  or  any  part  of  the  canal  or  locks. 

14.  The  under-tonnage  of  all  boats  shall  be  determined  by  the  custom-house  meas- 
urement if  registered,  and  if  not  registered,  by  the  measurement  of  the  collector  of 
tolls. 

15.  All  tolls  shall  be  paid  in  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  no  boat  shall 
be  allowed  to  leave  the  locks  until  the  toll  is  paid. 

16.  In  no  case  shall  the  tolls  collected  from  any  boat  be  less  than  the  actual  expenses 
of  operating  the  locks. 

17.  That  any  one  who  shall  willfully,  or  throagh  carelessness,  in  any  way  ohstmet 
the  free  navigation  of  the  canal,  or  by  the  violation  of  any  of  the  laws  or  segnlatioDS 
governing  the  canal  and  those  using  it,  delay  or  inconvenience  any  boat  having  the 
right  to  use  the  canal,  shall  be  responsible  for  all  damages  and  delays  and  for  all  ex- 
penses of  removing  the  obstructions. 

18.  No  one  shall  trespass  upon  the  canal  property,  or  in  any  way  injure  the  canal, 
the  locks,  or  any  of  the  appendages. 

19.  No  one,  unless  authorized  by  the  superintendent  or  the  lock-mast«r,  shall  open  or 
close  any  gate  or  wicket,  or  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  employ^  in  the  dischar^  of 
their  duties. 

20.  No  person  shall  throw  or  roll  any  stone  or  other  material  into  the  canal,  or  place 
any  such  material  on  any  bank  or  borm  of  the  canal  so  that  it  is  liable  to  be  thrown 
or  rolled  in. 

21.  All  boats  approaching  the  locks  shall  signal  for  the  same  by  four  distinct  whistles. 
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Statement  of  number  of  steamboatBf  model  barges j  coai-boatti,  ^c,  passed  through  the  Louis 
ville  and  Portland  Canal  during  year  ending  December  31, 1875,  and  receipts  from  tolls,  j-o* 


Month. 


January  .... 
February  ... 

March 

AprU 

May 

Jnne 

July 

Au^st 

September . . 

October 

November  .. 
December... 

Totol. 


1 

1 

1 

•3 

1 

1 

Tonnage. 

w 

I 

1 

s 

1 

19 

18 

22 

70 

2 

42, 9494 

S4 

7 

13 

22 

4 

21,  256* 

10 

7 

13 

28 

6 

15,  500 

60 

44 

94 

203 

10 

111,  56J 

86 

51 

129 

214 

140,  307i 

77 

33 

78 

74 

74,  578 

32 

14 

25 

31 

29,036 

28 

22 

34 

62 

35,950 

P4 

17 

34 

49 

36,587 

97 

11 

26 

36 

20 

30,824 

73 

33 

7d 

S12 

25 

89,061 

57 

24 

47 

269 

4 

130,  074 

647 

281 

593 

1,270 

90 

757, 69.')* 

Reoeipta  fh>m  tolte $68,664  75 

Keceipto  fh>m  dry  dock 599  21 

Rec4*ipU  from  rente 561  65 

Receipte  from  towage 350  00 

Total 70, 175  61 

NoTE.~]Ute  of  toll  on  model  and  square  barges  waa  changed  tvoxa  5  cents  per  ton  to  10  cents  and  8 
oente.  respectively,  January  85, 1875.  Steamboats  and  model  barges  less  than  50  tons,  and  square  barges 
less  than  63  tons,  are  charged  $5  for  lockage. 

Statement  of  expenses  of  superintendencSt  management^  repair,  and  improvement  of  the  Lonis- 
ville  and  Portland  Canal  and  its  accessories  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1875. 


Months. 


Lockage  department 


January  . . , 
February  .. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September . 

October 

November . 
December  . 

Total 


5 

3 


?2,310  OO 
2,310  00 
2,350  00 
2,315  32 
2,310  00 
2, 310  00 
2,310  00 
2,310  00 
2,310  00 
2,321  67 
2,605  75 
2,502  83 


28,265  57 


1 


$135 
108 
62 
98 
73 
63 
77 
119 
82 
90 
217 
98 


I 


12,  445  36 
2,418  05 
2,  412  13 
2,414  29 
2,383  31 
2, 373  83 
2,387  34 
2,429  64 
2,392  00 
2,411  96 
2,823  65 
i»  (»1  35 


Dredge  department. 


I 


11. 045  00 
1,020  00 
1,020  00 
1,082  67 
1,020  00 
1,020  00 
1.020  00 
1,202  00 
1.383  51 
1.020  00 
1,020  00 

•<.oao  00 


1,227  34  ^,>192  91  |12;i^a8 


4 


1270  22 
89  83 
399  35 
450  53 
330  16 
231  20 

341  08 
274  41 
317  23 

342  48 
391  82 
753  47 


I 


11,315  22 
1,109  83 
1,419  35 
1,542  20 
1,350  16 
1,251  20 
1.361  08 
1,  476  41 
1, 700  74 
1,368  48 
1,411  82 
1, 773  47 


$24  80 
89  35 

138  93 

547  80 
68  90 
79  75 
81  01 
7  65 
64  30 

000  12 


4, 800  78  17, 073  96  3, 193  61 


6 


$3, 760  58 
3.527  88 
3,856  28 
4, 045  84 
3,872  40 

4.172  83 
3,  817  32 
3, 985  80 

4. 173  75 
3,782  09 
4.299  77 
6.464  91 


49,759  46 


Note.— The  expenses  in  the  above  table  are  charged- ts  the  months  in  which  they  were  incurred,  and 
oonseqnently  will  not  agree  with  IhQ  financial  statenieAt-'  Under  the  head  of  improvements  arc  clasHed 
such  repairs  and  improvements  as  i^re  of  a  permanent  character,  if  not  properly  chargeable  to  annual 
operating  expenses. 
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Accotink  Creek,  Va.,  Improvement  of 

Ahnepee  Harbor,  WU.,  Improvement  of 

Alabama  Kiver,  survey  of 

Allegheny  River  below  Freeport  and  near  Pittiiburgb,  rarvey  of. 

AUea  River  and  Bar,  Oreg.,  uurvey  of 

Apalachicola  River,  Fla.,  Improvement  of, 
Appomattox  River,  Vu.,  improvement  of 
Aqne<lnct  Bridge,  Potomac  River,  Georgetown,  D.  C 

Aqaia  Creek,  Va.,  improvement  of 

ArkanxaH,  MlMDoari,  and  MiiMlMtppi  Rivers,  operations  of  snag-boats  on 

ArtbtHbula  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Au  Sable  River  Harbor.  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Au  Sable  River,  Mich.,  breakwater  off  mouth  of,  examination  for 


B. 

Bait  im'^ re  Haibor,  Md.,  improvement  of. 

Battalion  of  Kngineen 

Bay  of  Superior,  improvement  of  natural  entrance  to 
Belfast  Bay  and  H«rhor,  Me.,  uurvey  of  .. 
Big  Sodus  Harbor,   N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Big  Sandy  Creek  ,N.  Y.,  survey  of 

Black  Lake  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of, 
Black  River  Harbor,  Ohio,  Improvement  of. 
Black  Warrior  River,  Ala.,  improvement  of. 
Block  Inland,  R.  I.,  construction  of  harbor  at 

Boards  of  Engineers  for  fortifications 

Bolivar  Channel,  Galveston  Bay , 

Boston  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of , 

Broadkiln  River,  Del. ,  improvement  of 

Bridge  across  the  Saint  Croix  River  at  Stillwater,  Minn 

Bridge  across  the  harbor  at  Saint  Joheph,  Mich 

Bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River  at  Dubuque,  Iowa 

Bridge  across  the  Ohio  River  at  Cincinnati 

Bridgi  ng  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States 

Bridgeport  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Brunswick,  Oa.,  report  on  Improvement  of  harbor  at 

Buffalo  Harbor.  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Bulk-head  Rock.  Providence  River,  R.  L,  removal  of. 
Burlington,  Iowa,  survey  of  harbor  at.. 
Burlington  Harbor.  Vi.,  improvement  of 


Calumet  Harbor,  III.,  improvement  of 
Cambridge  Harbor.  Md.,  improvement  of. 

Camden  Harbor,  Me. ,  Improvement  of 

Canal,  Lake  Michigan  to  Wabaah  Kiver,  Ind.,  survey  for 

Canal,  (lihlp,)  Misi«isKippi  River  and  Gulf  of  Mexico 

Canal  to  connect  Neuse  and  Cape  Pear  Rivern,  N.  C,  survey  of. 
Canal  at  the  Cascades  and  Dalles  of  Columbia  River,  survey  for 
Canal  to  connect  Shoal* Water  Bay  and  Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  survey  for 

Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C,  Improvement  of  entrance 

Cahokia  Chute,  Mississippi  River,  oppoHite  Saint  Louis,  closing  of. 
Catawba  River,  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina,  examination  of. 

Cedar  i^eys  Harbor,  Fla.,  improvement  of 

Channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey,  Improvement  of. 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C,  improvement  of  ship-channel  in 
Charlevoix  Harbor,  Mich.,  report  on  improvement  of. 

Charlotte  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Chattahoochea  River,  Georgia  and  Florida,  Improvement  of. 

Cheboygan  Harbor,  Mich. ,  improvement  of 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  survey  for  extension  of. 

Cheater  Harbor,  Pa.,  Ice-harbor  at 

Chester  River,  Md.,  Improvement  of,  at  Kent  Island  Narrows 

Chicago  Harbor,  III.,  Improvement  of 

Chippewa  River,  Wis.,  survev  of 

Choctawhatchie  River,  Florida  and  Alabama,  improvement  of 

Cincinnati  Southern  Railroad  bridge 

Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of. 
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Clinch  River,  Virginia  and  Tenneisee,  examination  of 1  87, 

Clinton  River.  Mich. ,  examination  of 

Cocheco  River.  N.  H.,  improvement  of | 

Cohanaey  Creek,  N.  J.,  improvement  of ■ 

Columbia  River,  Lower,  Oreg.,  improvement  of I 

Columbia  River,  Upper,  and  Snake  River,  Oreg.,  improvement  of ' 

Columbia  River,  Oreg..  rarvey  for  canal  at  CascadeH  and  Dalles 

Conneant  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of I 

Connecticnt  River,  above  Hartford,  Conn.,  Improvement  of , 

Connecticut  River,  below  Hartford,  Conn.,  improvement  of ' 

Coorawattee  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of 

Grisfield  Harbor,  Md.,  improvement  of 

Cumberland  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of 

Cumberland  Sound.  Ga.,  examination  of  channel  of  entrance  to 

Cumberland  Sound  and  Saint  Simon's  Sound,  inxide  paaiiage,  deepening  of. 
Cypres  Bayou,  Tex. ,  improvement  of 


741,745 

106  I 
41,16-2 
61.277 
114  : 
115 
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•I 


DefenseB.  nea-coast  and  lake-frontier 

Delaware  Breakwater  Harbor , 

Delaware  River,  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar,  improvement  of I 

Delaware  River,  below  Petty '»  Inland,  improvement  of i 

Delaware  River,  between  Trenton  and  Whitehill,  N.  J.,  improvement  of.  ..> 

Detroit  River,  Mich.,  improvemnnt  of I 

Des  Moines  Rapidx,  M  insiiiHippi  River,  improvement  of i 

Dredging-titeamer  Henry  Burden I 

Dubuque,  Iowa,  examination  of  harbor  at 

Dubuque  and  Dunlf  it h  pdn ton-bridge 

Du  Luth  Harbor.  Minn.,  improvement  of 

Dunkirk  Harbor,  N.  Y. ,  improvement  of 


106 
51,213 
50,212 
87,714 
84,290 
86,713 
71,446 
71,484 
78.5i»9 


639,  G&i  ' 
563  , 


4 
61,278  ; 
60,274 

60.274  I 

60.275  I 
105 

83,657 
444 
84,  695  : 
9-2  , 
93 
109  ' 


I 


542 


.Toe  ' 

317  ■ 
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Eagle  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of , 

Ea»t  Chewter  Creek,  N.  Y. ,  improvement  of , 

Eajst  River,  N.  Y..  removal  of  obBtmetionH  from 

Eastern  Branch  of  Potomac  River,  examination  of , 

Echo  Harbor,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  survey  of 

Edenton  Harbor,  N.  C,  examination  of 

Elizabeth  River,  Va.,  improvement  of  South  Branch  of... 

Elk  River,  Md. ,  improvement  of 

Elk  River,  W.  Va.,  survey  of 

Emory  River,  Tenn.,  examination  of,  above  its  mouth 

Engineer-depots 

Erie  Harbor,  Pa.,  Improvement  of 

European  surveys,  notes  on 

Explorations,  geological,  &.C,  40th  parallel 

Explorations,  geographical,  &c.,  west  of  100th  meridian.. 

Explorations  and  reconnaissances 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  the  Division  of  the  Mitusonri.. 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Department  of  Dakota 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Department  of  the  Platte.... 
Explorations  and  surveys  In  Department  of  the  Missouri  . 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Divinion  of  the  Pacific 

Explorations  and  reconnaissance^  estimates  for 


Fairport  Harbor  [Grand  River]  Ohio,  improvement  of... 

Fall  River  Harbor,  Mass..  improvement  of 

Falls  of  Saint  Anthony,  Minn.,  preservation  of 

Pulls  of  the  Ohio  River,  improvement  of  navigation  at . 
Feather  and  Sacramento  Rivers,  Cal.,  improvement  of. . 

Flint  River,  Georgia  and  Florida,  improvement  of 

Frankfort  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

French  Broad  River,  N.  C,  examination  of 

Fortieth  parallel,  geological  exploration  of 

Fortifications 

Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  survey  of  harbor  at 

Fort  Mifl9in  Bar,  Delaware  River,  improvement  of 

Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers,  improvement  of 

Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers  improvement,  report  on 

Fox  River,  improvement  of 
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464 
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G. 

Galveston  Harbor  Tex.,  improvement  of  entrance  to '  75,564,581  i 

Galveston  Bay,  ship-channel  between  San  Jacinto  River  and  Bolivar  Chan-  j 

nel,  improvement  of i  76,  585  ' 

Ganging  of  rivers,  resistance  of  cords  and  floats  in 51,213  I 

Geological  exploration  4Uth  parallel 119^' 
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QeofH'aphical  «>xp*oraUonfi  and  snrveys  went  of  100th  meridian  . 
0(H)rgetown  and  WflMhington  Uarborn,  D.  C,  improvement  of. . 

Gloac4*i>ter  Harbor,  MaiM..  improvement  of 

Grand  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of.. 

Grand  River  [Fairporf]  Harbor.|Ohio,  improvement  of 

Great  8odn«  Harbor,  N.  Y. ,  improvement  of 

Great  Kanawha  River.  W.  Va.,  improvement  of 

Gr««n  Bay  Harbor,  Witi.,  improvement  of 


Harbor  of  Refaffe,  Lelce  Hnmn 

Harbor  of  Refuse,  Sturpfeon  Bay  Canal,  \Vi« 

Hariein  River,  near  Knst  River, 'N.  Y.,  improvement  and  tsurvey  of. , 

Hell-Gate,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of  navifriUion  at , 

HouHatonic  River,  Conn.,  improvement  of 1 , 

HudMon  River,  N.  Y.,  Improvement  of 

Hud non  River,  op])oiiite  JerHey  City,  dredging  in 

Hnron  Harbor.  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Hyannii*  Harbor,  Ma!>M.,  improvement  of 

Hydranlic  gates  and  movable  damn 


Page. 


PartL         Part  II.    Part  III. 


120  , 
66.  343 

101 

111 

95 


..    55, 


103 

95 

244. 246 

54, 238 

52, 22») 

54.  "ZXy 

55,  243 
107 

43,  »Y.i 
8^ 


493 
561 
5M»» 
153 
338 


538 
344 


819 




555' 

... 

..... 

I. 


Illinoiri  River.  improvem*-nt  of. 

Inside  passage  between  Femandiuu  and  Saint  Juhu'd  River,  Fla.,  improve- 
ment of 

In»tmment4  received  and  Ittnued , 

IpMwich  River  and  Harbor,  Ma«ii.,  survey  of 


63,  674 

70,  445 
122 

48, 19ti 


563 

1 

Jami-R  River.  Va..  improvement  of.., 
JerMy  City,  dredging  in  vicinity  of.. 


E. 


Kanawha  River,  Great,  improvement  of  .... 

Kennebec  River,  Me.,  improvement  of 

Kennebunk  River,  Me.,  improvement  of  .... 

KenoHha  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

Kent  Itfland  Narrows,  Md.,  improvement  of . 


64.290 
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40, 15f3  . 
41.161    . 

97  , 
62,2a3  I. 


153 


393 


Lake-harborN  and  rlvem 

Lake  Michigan  and  WabaHh  Canal,  Hurvey  for 

Laken,  northern  and  northwestern,  iinrvey  of 

Laws  of  ftrut  Heiuiion  Porty-foarth  CougreM  affecting  Corps  of  Engineers. .. 

Lewei.  Del.,  conittrtictiou  of  piers  at 

Little  Narragiiuitett  Bay.  Rhode  Inland  and  Connecticut,  survey  of 

Little  SoduM  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

IJttle  Tenne!«Hee  River,  examination  of 

Lines  of  communication  between  Southern  Colorado  and  Northern  New 

Mexico 

LonlHa  Fork  of  Sandy  River,  examination  of 

LoulNviUe  and  Portlnnd  Canal,  MUperinttMidence  and  management  of 

Lndington  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 
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116  '.. 

454  .. 
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111 
87,715  .. 

501  !.. 

124  .. 

734 

90 

87,74-»  .. 

100 

140  .. 
'"'474'  ..' 

McCarpoe'H  Cov«».  Iiile  Roy  ale.  Lake  Sup«»rJor,  examination  of , 

Machiax  River,  Me.,  improvement  of , 

Maniittee  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of , 

Manitowoc  Harbor,  Wis  ,  improvement  of , 

Maps  of  campaigns  and  battle  lipids 

Map*,  military,  geographical,  and  lake  xurvey , 

Mapit  pnbllithe(i  during  the  fiitcal  year 

Marcus  Hook  Harbor,  Pa.,  improvement  of , 

Marquette  Harbor.  Mich.,  improvement  of , 

Matinicus  Inland  Harbor,  Me.,  survey  of 

Meeker's  l!*land,  Minn.,  lock  and  dam  at 

Menomonee  Harbor,  Michigan  and  WiHconsIn,  improvement  of 

Merrimac  River.  Mass.,  improvement  of 

Michigan  City  Harbor,  Ind.,  improvement  of 

Milford  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Milwaukee  Harbor,  Wis.,  Improvement  of 

Minnesota  River,  improvement  of 

MissiMslppi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  operations  of  snag-bonts  on 

Mississippi  River,  between  monthn  cf  the  Illinois  and  Ohio  Rivers,  improve- 
ment of 
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Mi8iii8Bippi  River  near  Kfwkaokia,  sarvey  of 

MlHsi^Hippi  River  and  Oulf  of  Mexico  ship-canal , 

MiuBiraippi  River  in  vicinity  of  Cairo,  iiurvey  of 

MisdiMiiippi  River,  improvement  of  months  of , 

MinKiaiiippi  River,  Upper,  improvement  of 

Mii»i88ippl  River  above  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony,  improvement  of. . 

MisHOuri  River  at  Saint  Joseph,  examination  of 

Mobile  Harbor,  Ala.,  improvement  of 

Monongahela  River,  improvement  of 

Monongahela  River,  survey  of, from  Morgantown  to  Fairmont .... 

Monroe  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Movable  dam  at  Davin's  Inland,  Ohio  River , 

Muskegon  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 


N. 

Nansemond  River,  Va. ,  improvement  of 

Nehalem  River.  Oreg.,  survey  at  month  of 

Neuse  River,  N.  G. ,  examination  of 

Mew  Buffalo  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Ne«v  Bedford  Harbor,  Mtws.,  improvement  of 

New  Castle,  Del.,  ice-harbor  at 

New  Haven  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Newport  Harbor,  R  I.,  Improvement  of 

New  River,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  improvement  of  . 

Nomini  Creek,  Va.,  improvement  of 

Northeast  River,  Md.,  improvement  of 

Norwalk  River,  Conn.,  Improvement  of 


0. 

Oakland  Harbor,  San  Francisco  Bay,  Cal.,  improvement  of.. 

Oak  Orchard  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Occoquan  Creek,  Va.,  improvement  of 

Ocmulgee  River,  Ga.,  examination  of 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 

Officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 

Ogdensburgh  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Ohio  River,  improvement  of 

Ohio  River,  Falls  of.  improvement  of 

Olcott  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Ontonagon  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Oostenaula  River,  Qa.,  improvement  of 

Osage  River,  Mo.,  improvement  of 

Oswego  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Otter  Creek,  Vt.,  improvement  of 

Ouachita  River,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  improvement  of  ... 


Pamlico  River,  N.  C,  examination  of 

Pasquotank  River,  N.  C,  examination  of 

Passaic  River,  N.  J.,  improvement  of 

Patapsco  River,  Md..  improvement  of 

Pawcatnck  River,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  improvement  of  . 
Pawtuckei  River.  R.  I.,  improvement  of  . 


Pecouic  River,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Penobtocot  River.  Me.,  improvement  of 

Pentwater  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Pere  Marquette  Harbor,  Mich.,  (see  Ludington) 

Perquimans  River,  N.  C,  examination  of 

Pine  and  Saint  Clair  Rivers,  Mich.,  improvement  of  Junction  of  . 

Plattsbnrgh  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Plymouth  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

Port  Chester  Harbor,  N.  Y. ,  Improvement  of 

Port  Clinton  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Port  Henry,  Lake  Champlain,  N.  Y.,  survey  at r 

Port  Jefferson  Harbor,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Portland  Harbor,  Me.,  improvement  of 

Port  Warden's  line  at  Philadelphia 

Port  Washington  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

Potomac  River,  examination  of  East  Branch  of 

Powell's  River,  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  examination  of 

Providence  River,  R.  I.,  improvement  of 

Provincetown  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

public  buildings,  groundH.  and  works.  District  of  Columbia  ....'. 

Pultneyviile  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Puyallnp  River,  Wash.  Ter.,  survey  of 


Queenbtown  Harbor,  Md.,  improvement  of . 
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R. 


Racine  Harbor,  Wiii.,  improvement  of 

Rappaliannock  River,  Va.,  improvement  of 

ReconuaiHsanceg  and  cxplorationa 

ReconnalHtiance  from  Carroll,  Mont.  Ter. ,  to  Yellowstone  Park  . 

Red  Pi«h  Bar,  Galveston  Bay,  Tex 

Red  River  Raft,  La.,  removal  of 

Resistance  of  cords  and  flohti  in  ganging  ftreams 

Richmond's  Island,  Me.,  litroor  of  refage  at 

Rincon  Rock,  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  removal  of 

River  and  harbor  Improvements 

Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  improvement  of 

Rock  Island  Rapids,  Missiitsippl  River,  improvement  of 

Rocky  River  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Rondont  Harbor,  N.  Y..  improvement  of 

Rouse's  Point,  Lake  Champlain,  N.  Y.,  examination  at 
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Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  improvement  of 

Sacramento  and  Feather  Rivers,  Cal.,  Improvement  of 

Saginaw  River,  Mich.,  improvementof 

Saginaw  River,  Mich.,  estimate  for  deepening  month  of 

Saint  Anthony,  preservation  of  falls  of 

Saint  Clair  Plats  Ship-Canal 

Saint  Clair  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  Mich.,  Improvement  of 

Saint  Clair  and  Pine  Rivers,  Mich.,  improvement  of  junction  of 

Saint  Croix  River,  Me.,  improvement  of 

Saint  Francis  River,  Arkansas  and  Misssourl,  improyement  of 

Saint  Joseph's  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvementof 

Saint  Louts  Harbor,  Mo.,  improvement  of 

Saint  Mary's  Falls  Canal,  Mich 

Saint  Simon's  Sound  and  Cumberland  Sound,  Oa.,  deepening  inside  passage 

between 

Salem  Harbor,  Mans.,  Improvement  of 

San  Antonio  Creek,  San  Francisco  Bay,  harbor  at 

San  Diego  Harbor,  Cal.,  improvementof 

Sandusky  City  Harbor,  Ohio,  Improvementof 

Sandy  River,  survey  of  Louisa  Fork  of.  Virginia  and  Kentucky 

Saugatnck  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Savannah  Harbor  and  River,  Oa,  improvement  of 

Say  brook  Bar,  mouth  of  Connecticut  River,  improvement  of 

Schuylkill  River,  Pa.,  Improvementof 

Sea-coast  and  lake-frontier  defenses 

SebewaIng River,  Mich.,  improvementof 

Seekonk  River,  BL  I.,  Improvementof 

Sheboygan  Harbor,  Wis. ,  Improvement  of 

Ship-canal  to  connect  Mississippi  River  with  Oulf  of  Mexico 

Shrewsbury  River,  N.  J.,  improvement  of  and  survey  of 

Snag-boats  on  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers 

Snake  River.  Wash.  Ter.,  Improvement  of  and  examination  of 

Sodo  Lake,  La.,  dredging  at  foot  of 

Sodus  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Great,  improvement  of 

Sodus  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Little,  improvementof 

South  Haven  Harbor,  lilich.,  improvementof 

Southport  Harbor,  Conn. ,  improvement  of 

Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  improvement  of 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  Improvement  of  New  Jersey  Channel 

Steamer  Henry  Burden,  operations  of 

Stonlngton  Harbor,  Conn.,  Improvement  of 

Sturgeon  Bay  Canal,  Wis.,  harbor  of  refuge  at 

Superior  Bay  and  entrance.  Wis 

Surveys  and  maps  for  headquarters  of  the  Army 

Surveys  and  explorations  40th  parallel 

Surveys  and  explorations  west  of  the  100th  meridian 

Survey  northern  and  northwestern  lakes v 

Surveys  and  examinations  for  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  estimates 


for. 


Surveys,  European,  notes  on 

Susquehanna  River,  Md.,  improvement  of,  near  Havre  de  Grace  . 
S wanton  Harbor,  Vt.,  improvement  of 
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Taunton  River,  Mass..  Improvement  of 

Tennessee  River,  above  Chattanooga,  Improvement  of . . 
Tennessee  River,  below  Chattanooga,  improvement  of.. 

Thunder  Bay  River.  Mich. ,  survey  of , 

Toledo  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Tombigbee  River,  Ala.,  improvement  of 
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Torpedo  defense 

TrHnsportation-routeK  to  the  neaboard :  .  i 

Third  MibdiviHton,  MiHt«ih«ippl  route.  Falls  8aliit  Anthonv  tp  Saint  Louis  . . 

First  subdivision,  Northern  route.  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers 

Third  subdivision,  Central  route,  from  Ohio  River  to  tide-water  in  Virginia 
Two  Rivers  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

U. 

Upper  Mi»«!<ts»«ippi  River,  improvement  of 

Ump<iua  River,  Oreg.,  improvement  of 


Vermillion  Harbor.  Ohio,  improvement  of . 
W. 


Wabaoh  River,  Ind.,  improvement  of 

WaddingtOQ  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of , 

Waddmgton  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  examination  for  canal  around  rapids  at 

Wachita  River,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  improvement  of 

Warfbam  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

Washington  and  Georgetown  Harbors,  D.  C,  Improvement  of 

Washington  Aqueduct,  D.  G 

Water  communication  between  Mississippi  River  and  Atlantic  Ocean 

^Water-gauges  on  Mississippi  River  and  tributaries 

Watt-r-line  between  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Gape  Fear  River,  N.  C..  survey  of.. 

WeKt  Haven  Harbor,  Oonn.,  survey  of 

White  River,  Ark.,  improvement  of 

White  River  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

White  and  Saint  Francis  Rivers,  improvement  of 

Wickford  Harbor,  R.  L,  improvement  of 

Wicomico  River,  Md.,  improvement  of 

Willamette  River,  Lower,  Oreg.,  improvement  of 

Willamette  River,  Upper,  Oreg.,  improvement  of 

Wilmington,  Gal. ,  construction  of  breakwater  at 

Wilmington  Harbor.  Del.,  improvement  of 

Wilson  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Winnebago  Lake,  dam  at  outlet  of 

Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers  improvement,  report  on 

Wisconsin  River,  improvement  of 

Worton  Harbor,  Md.,  improvement  of 
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Yazoo  River,  Miss.,  improvement  of  . 
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